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Summa ry

Foreign media opinion divided on the outlook for the U.S. as a
world leader following the final Communist takeover in Vietnam.

Commentators agreed that the U. S.
tant to defend nations of unproved st
critical view of all kinds of foreign commitment. . . has naturally
provoked further anxiety.., among foreigners who receive

American aid or depend on American commitments' (The Times
of London).

would henceforth be reluc-
ability, and that this ''more

Many observers in East Asia forecast an American retreat into
isolationism and deemed imperative a reexamination of their
relations with the U.S. This prospect was discounted by some
influential West European observers who saw the U. 5. keeping
its commitments and loocked for an American renaissance, with
greater strength springing from more clearly defined interests.

Speculation about Moscow and Peking reaction divided between
those who feared immediate Communist pPressure on vulnerable
points--South Korea, the CSCE--and those who saw longer-
range interests restraining such impulses.

Soviet media were jubilant over the Communist victory but
were restrained in references to the U.S. role in Indochina,

Peking media spoke of '"U.S. aggression... U. S. imperialism"

but did not report any official PRC condemnation of the United
States.
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