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AUSTRALIA'S CAIRNS. FRASER COMl1ENT ON INllOCHIIIA SITUATION 

Cairns News Conference 
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[llpOCUS on Aus , r-a,11a II J 
I 

[Text] Australla l s deputy prime minister and treasurer, Dr cairns, returned to 
Australia today from Manila where he had been attending a meeting of the Asian 
Development Bank. Dr Cair~s was the patron of the anti-Vietnam war movement in 
Australia during the 1960 15 when he was a member of the Labor party op~osltlon 1n 
Parliament. At a news conference in Sydney today, Dr Cairns was asked what sort of 
links Australia would establish with the new government 1n Vietnam: [recorded] 

[Cairns] "lell. I suppose there will be the normal recognition when the goverrunent 
establishes itself, and we mow what it Is. The great major1ty of nations 1n the 
world will act that way--and reasonably soon--and I suppose we will be amongst them. 

[Question] Do you expect those ties to be close? 

[Answer 1 Norma 1. 

[Question] It 1s a major defeat for the United States, but do you see it as a major 
defeat for Australia as well? 

[Answer] It is a major defeat for the governments that made terrible mistakes 1n the 
united States and for the Australian governments that followed them for 10-15 years. 

-

It is a major defeat for the foreign policies of the Dulles, Eisenhower and Kennedy-­
for that matter--the Johnson and Nixon administrations. It is a major defeat for t he 
Menzies policy in Australia. It is a major defeat for the kind of policy that Hr Fraser 
would like to fo llow. It is not a major defeat for America or Australia. It 15 
a major defeat for part1cular k1nds of eovernments that existed 1n those countries. 

[Question] Dr cairns, what aid will the Australian Government be offering to the 
new government in Vietnam? 

[Answer] iie11, I WOuld say, first of all, whatever· aid it wants. Before you offer 
anyone aid. or before you give aid, it is neces~ary to find out what they wan~, and 
I think we have got to get a government therp.. fine out what it wants before we can 
possibl y know what we a1m to do about it. 

[Question] You have got a long-term persoru.:~ commitment to the end of the Vietnam 
war. How do you feel personall y now tha. t 1 t :Ls allover? 

[Answer] Well. I have said I feel a very great relief about ir.. It 1s almost 
something that I have never been able to believe cculd happen. I have fel t at times 
over the las t 1 2-1 5 ye~rs that this w ......... ul ight go on as lO::1g as I would live. It has 
been goir.g on for 30 yeF.rs--roughly in its present fonn--Ci.na even 'anger than that, 
so I feel re!1eved that it is over. 

[Question] A:..~e you disturbed P.t ~ccusations of pay-bacl{ ki~lings. blco6.baths? Wij.l 
these h8?pen. do you think? 



.... ~ . . .... " .. . '. " "'I' 

',.-.... ~ 
'" 

IV. 2 May 75 L 5 SMH VIETNAM 

People thronging various thoroughfares greeted us with cheers 
our cars. and offered cakes to the liberation righters. Some 
our car with teapots, insisting that we have a little drink. 
soldiers back to the people, II one shouted ,,!hile running. 

and handshakes, surrounded 
elderly women ran after 
r~iurrah to the victorious 

Nguyen Duyen, a teacher at the Trung Minh Giang secondary school. who had just been 
released rrom Chi Hoa jail, rode a Honda in pursuit or our car. captivated by a portrait 
of President Ho stuck on our car's , .... indscreen. He was not satisfied until we gave him a 
sne ll portrait of President He for himself. 

vIe stopped at the Eandon port. .4 ship of the puppet army loaded with weapons was in 
flames. giving off columns of black smoke I rendering ever more proud the PRG flab 
fluttering over the port. 

Nguyen Van Thanh, a Saigon docker for 31 years, held my hand tightly. saying: ' /ISo, Sligon 
has been liberated . I only regret that President Ho has passed away and the , South 
Vietnamese people have no chance of t..telcoming him on a visit to Sa igon. It He ';Iept, and 

we, too. could not hold back our tears . This port ""here 64 years ago President He left 
the homelaod in search of a way for national salvation 1s today shining under the red and 

blue golden starr ed fla gs. 

In other parts of the city, flames are still burning, houses are reduced to debris, 
vehicles lie wrecked. 

Among the cro\o,ld greeting the liberation fighters, BJddhist monk Thlch Lieu rUnh came 
to us, and said with a smile : 'Today i s a festive day for the nation, a day that is 
the product of decades. It Then he sang a few songs composed during the resistance Har 
aga inst French colonialism. 

On Truong Minh Giang Street, a Catholic priest waved at uS and greeted us 1'Iith a broad 
smile. 

saigon had plenty of electric lights on the first night of liberation. Ilater supplies 
\"e re also uninterrupted. The fire brigade ,.,as at the scene day and night extinguishing 
in time the results of an attempt at arson at the children's hospital. At the Tu Du 
hospital, 4,5 babies ' .... ere born on the first historic day of Saigonls liberation. 

NGUYEII IIUU THe SENDS BIRTHDAY MESSAGE TO ALBANIA'S LLESHI 

LPA From North Vietnam [Clandestine J in English to East Europe and the Far East 
1513 GMr 1 ~"y 75 ow 

(Text] South Vietnam l-lly 1 LPA--Lawyer Nguyen Huu Tho, preside nt of the Presidium of 
the central Committee of the South Vietnam National Front for Liberation and of the 
Advisory Council of the Provisional Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South 
Vietnam, on April 20, 1975 sent a message of greetings to President Haxhi Lleshl of the 
Presidium of the National Assembly of the Peoplels Republic of Albania on his 62nd 
birthday (Iotly 1st, 1975 ). 

'TIhe message said: "I wish Your Excellency good health am more and yet greater successes 
in your noble task. M3y the friendship and militant solidarity ; between the South 
Vietnamese and Albanian people be constantly strengthened and developed . " 

... - : . . 
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[Answer] I have been disturbed that deliberately planned killing in the cour.e 
ot war that has taken nearly 4 m11110n people out ot that country has been going 
along, and I know these accusations are made by people who have .. otives to Eke them. 
I know that in a war ot this kind a great deal of bittemes. generates. I know Vbat 
happened in Europe atter the var there when the oocupation ot toreigners under Hitler 
in France and other oountries were removed. I )mow there were reprisals there, and 
I know that We saw them in the light that collaborators were reoeiving a tate that many 
people believed vas justif1ed, and there w1l1 be many people in V1etnam who teel the 
same vay about oollaborators there too. [end recording] 

Fraser News Conferenoe 

Melboume Overseas Servioe in English 1230 GMT I Kay 75 OW 

[''Pocus on Australia 0] 

[Text] Although the Australian Government has so tar remained ot1'icially silent 
following the oollapse ot South Vietnam, the OPPOSition leader, I!r Fraser, has already 
held a news conterence. He was asked Vbat effeot the defeat ot Saigon would have on the 
rest of Southeast Asia: [reoorded] 

[Fraser] Event. that happen in one particular country do have an impact on others. 
I have said that the domino theory i. old hash--but, you know, that vas in the log1cal 
necessity of the doll1no theory, it one country talls another has to. That was never right, 
but oerta1nly, s1gn11'1oant events in one oountry do have an impact on other countries, 
and it is not only in Southeast Asia that these events will have an impact. I beUeve 
the impact on Australia wil1 in the longer term be quite significant because I see, as 
a recult ot the changing power relationship, an increasing competition between the 
Soviet union and China, and that compet1tion is likely to tind its hunting ground in 
Southeast Ada. 

[Question] lias the oppos1t10n dec1ded on what its reaotion is going to be to the nw 
government in Saigon? 

[Answer] Basically, we have supported the recogn1tion of Horth V1etnaa. We did not 
like it happening, but we have not sa1d that we would take representation away trom 
Hanoi. I think it makes sense to have embassies, ottices in as .. ny countries as 
poss1ble so long as you use those otticea to good purpose. 

[Question] Does this mean you .. y be supporting the PRG once it 1s .stablished 
properly? 

[Answer] It will not be the PRG. It will be the governlllent ot Horth Vietnaa--von't it? 

[Question] How do you see the tate of those Vi.tnamese who have assisted Australia in 
Vietnaa? 

[Answer] I think it w1ll be very d1fficult indeed. 

(Question] Do you think the same tate will betall others who have oppos.d the 
oOlllllUllists? 

[Answer] on other past precedents, 1t would be the sa ... tate, :ves. 
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[Question] 

[Anwer] 
does not 
there 1s 
needs to 
aonth or 

[Question] 

[AnBWer] 

[Quelt1on] 

Sir, in retrospect, how do you view Australia's involvement in Vietnam? 

, the whole episode is tragic because it has ended the way it bad, but that 
to say that the original dec1sion was wrong. I do not really believe that 
urpose in trying to cast blame in relation to the pa.t. What Australia 

to assess the present. What we ought to have been doing over the last 
~,s aating with a sense of national purpose to assist refugees . 

ou think it bas been waste? 

What? 

n !nvcl vement . 

[Anwer] I think th total involvement bought time in Southeast Asia. If there had 
not been an initial a itment by the united States, I think events in Indonesia might have 
been very difterent t m tbat which ult1llately occurred. And you might recall that it 
vas only a relatively s ort while atter President Kennedy's original commitment to South 
Vietnam tha t the cllange regime took over in Indone.ia. IIow, I do not believe that would 
bave oceurred unless it d been for that united States cOllllDitment in Vietnam. [end 
reoording] 

JAPAN'S MIYAZAWA, ARRIVE IN AUSTRALIA POR TALKS 

Airport Arrival Reported 

Melbourne lish 0845 OM']' 1 May 75 ow 

[Exoerpt] Three senior Japanese arrived in canberra tor a 2-day 
meeting ot the Australia-Japan Mini terial Co ... ittee beginning tomorrow. '!he cabinet 
.inisters were aooOlllpanied by a pa of more than 30 otUcials. The Japanese delegation 
11 being led by the toreign .. inister, Mr Miyazava, who vas met at the (?Goulburn) Air 
Porce Base by his Australian counterpa t, Senator Wille .. e. The other ministers in the 
Japane .. delegation are the minister to international trade and insutry, Mr KOlaoto, 
and theainistertor agriculture and tore try, Mr Abe. 

Tokyo KYODO in English 1229 GM'l' 1 May 75 ow 

[Excerpts] Canberra May 1 KYODQ--Japanese Po 19n Miniteer Kiichi Miyazava and hi. 
Australian counterpart Donald WUlesee exchange~nk views on the latest Indo'chinese 
situation in Canberra 'lbursday. DetaUs ot the talks were not avaUable, but 
Japanese souroes said the two toreign JI1n1aters a eed that further careful watch 
was necessary to ass .. s the stUl fluid Indochina IH.tuation. 

The two ministers also reached bread agreement tha t } dden developments in Indoohina 
wUl not bring about any 11111lediate, _.lor political ~geS in other Southeast Asian 
neighboring nations, the sources said. 

'\ 
During the meeting, the Australian extemal atfairs "in1stltr agreed to visit Japan in 
J1Dle. 

, 



IV. 2 May 75 M} AUSTRALASIA 

[Question] S1r. in retrospeot. how do TOU viev Australia'. involvement 1n Vietnam? 

[Answer] Well. the whole episode 1. trag1c because 1t has ended the vay it had. but tha t 
does not mean to say that the original decision vas wrong. I do not really believe that 
there i8 any purpose in trying to cast blame in relation to the past. What Australia 
needs to do i8 to a.ses. the present. What ve ought to have been doing over the last 
month or 6 weeks ~,s acting with a sens. ot national purpose to assist refUgees. 

[Question] Do you think it has been vaste? 

[Answer] What? 

[Question] Australian involvement. 

[Answer] I think the total involvement bought time in Southeast Asia. If there had 
not been an inittal cOII1Il1itment by the united States. I think events in Indone8ia might have 
been very different from that which ult1aately oocurred. And TOu might recall that it 
va_ only a relatively short while after President Kennedy's original commitment to South 
Vietnam tha t the ohanged regime took over :In Indonesia. Nov. I do not believe that vould 
have occurred unles. it had been for that united States cOlll8itment in Vietnam. [end 
recording] 

JAPAN'S MIYAZAWA. DBLBGATION ARRIVB IN AUSTRALIA POR TALKS 

Airport Arrival Reported 

Melbourne Overseas SerTice :In English 08~5 GMT 1 May 75 OW 

[ExC.rpt] 'ftIree senior Japanes. cab:lnet m:lnisters have arrived in canberra for a 2-day 
"eeting of the Auotralia-Japan ~I:lnist.rial Coma1ttee beginning tomorrow. The cabinet 
.:lnisters Were acoOllpanied by a party of more than 30 ofUcials. The Japanes. delegation 
is being l.d by the foreign .:lnister. I!r IIi,... ...... who vas met at the (?Ooulburn) Air 
Porc. Baae by his Auatral1an counterpart. Senator Wille .. e. The other minister. in the 
Jape"".e delegation are the minist.r for international trade and insutry. I!r !tomoto. 
and the.inisterfor agriculture and forestry. I!r Abe. 

Willesee • IIi,........ 1 May Talks 

Tokyo KYODO in Ebglish 1229 GMT 1 May 75 OW 

[Excerpts] Canb.rra!lay 1 KYODo--Japanes. Poreign Miniteer !tHchi lIiya .. wa and his 
Australian counterpart Donald Wlllesee exchanged frank vi""s on the lateot Inde>chine •• 
situation in Canberra Tlmrsday. Details of their talks v.re not avallable. but 
Japanese souro .. said the two foreign a1n1stera agreed that further careful watoh 
va .... ce ... ry to as .... the .till nuid Indochina situation. 

The tvo m:lnisters also reaohed broad agreement tha t sudden developments in Indoohina 
vill not bring about any immediate. major political changes in oth.r Southeast Asian 
neighbor:lng nations. the sources Aid. 

During the meeting. the Auatralian .xternal aftairs minister agre.d to visit Japan in 
J1ZI'le. 
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[Answer] I have been disturbed that deliberately planned killing in the courle ot war that hal taken nearly 4 million people out of that country has been going along, and I knov the •• accusations are made b7 people vho have motives to make them. I knov that in a var ot this kind a great deal of bittemess generates . I knov happened in Europe after the war there when the occupation of toreigners in France and other oountries were removed. I mow there were reprisals I knov that ve sav them in the light that collaborators vere reoeiving a fate hat man7 people believed was justified, and there vill be many people in Vietnam vho eel the same way about collaborators there too . [end reCOrding] 

Fraser News Conference 

Melbourne Overseal Service in English 12,0 GMT I May 15 ow 
[''Focus on Australia"] 

[Text] Although the Australian Govemment has so tar remained fticially Silent tollowing the collapse of South Vietnam, the OPPOSition leader Mr Fraaer, has alread7 held a nev. conference. He was asked what effect the deteat 0 Saigon vould have on the rest ot Southeast Asia: [recorded] / 

[Praser] I!vents that happen in one particular country d/ have an impact cn others. I have said that the domino theory is old hanh--but'g{:0 knov, that vas in the logical neceslity of the doBino theory, if one country talls a other hal to. That wal never right, but oertainly, s1gni1'1cant events in one c01.mtry do ve an impact on other countries, and i t is not only in Southeast Alia that these ev s will have an illpect. I belien the impact on Australia vill in the longer term be quite significant because I see, as a recult of the changing power relationship, an creas ing competition between the Soviet Union and China, and that c""'petition is ikely to find its hunting ground in Southeast ASia. 

[Question] Has the oppOSition decided on v t its reaction is going to be to the new gove~ent in Saigon? 

[Answer] Basically, ve have supported t~ reoognition ot North Vietnall. We did not like it happening, but ve have not aaidithat ve would take representation away from Hanoi . I think it makes senSe to have /embassies, offioes in as many countries as possible so long as you use thoBe ott ces to good purpose. 

[Question] 
properly? 

supporting the PRO once it 1s established 

[Answer] It viII be the government of North V1etnam--von't it? 

[Question] How do you nee the tate of those Vietnamese who have usi.ted Australia in Vietnall? 

[Answer] I think it will very difficult indeed. 

[Question] Do you e salle fate vill befall others vho have opposed the COl!llllUl11ats? 

[Answer] 
I 

On other past pr ecedents, it vould be the salle fate, yes. 
f 


