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[7 M3y NHAN DAN editorial: ''Dien Bien Phu, Ho Chi Minh "J 

[Text] History has reserved for our nation glorious and momentous days in ?-By. It is in M3y that we celebrate esteemed Uncle Ho IS birthday and in rotly our nation I·:on the Dien ~!en Phu victory. It ,..,as also in May. 21 years later, that our nation raised the barmer of complete victory in the historic Ho Chi t-1inh campaign, the peak of the general offensive and general uprisings to completely liberate the south. 

~he Dien Bien Phu campaign ended the old colonialist domination and led to the collapse 01' the Prench imperialist colonial system. The Ho Chi Minh campaign lias to the LT.S. imperialists a Dien Bien Phu \,'hich stamped out U.S. neocolonialism in the southern part of our country and led to the bankruptcy cf their' reactionary global strategy. 
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In the thunderous advance ot' our troops, the uprisings of' 01<1" compatriots and the lTIc1.rchinG 
of our entire country to the battlefronts this year. tl1cre Has still the strength, determination and victorious impetus of the Dien Bien Phu campaign. The jubilant cheering resounding across our country still echoes the stirrine i'anfa re Vlhicl1 ::nnounced 
the Dien Dien Phu victory. 

The Dien Bien Phu thunder petrified the U.S. imperialists !4ith fear of the high tide of revolution of our people and the ',,;arld IS people. AT'rogant and aggressive, the U. S. imperialists. reacting quiclcly as an international gendarme. promptly jumped in to replace the French imperialists and Hage an unprecedentedly I)ar of aggression acainst 
our country. In the name of' socialism and national independence, in the name of justice and human dignity, our people took up the challenge ctcJ.ivered by the U,S. imperialists. The Dien Eien Phu victor~r gave us the conditions, 8xperiellce and bravery to accept that historic confrontation and conduct for 21 years an <;.\:trer.":~17/ 
difficult and exacting but also extremely glorious :'ight .."o:~ national salvatian against the Americans. 

Four U.S. preSidents spent hundreds nf billions 0:' r:1.011ars: Used the n:a::imum st:-cneth of their army. navy and air force plus modern military hard' .... arei and dre:I into the fray several lackey countries and mercenary troops in their e."'forts to crush our p;~ople IS 
resistance. ConfrontinG this colossal aggressive '.-far machine and these hyst8ric(112.~,r 'collicos.? 
forces was a nation ldth the !fdctermincd_tc_i'ie[1t_8nd_~·;in 'I ",;ith the ~)icn ~~ien FIn. tradition alive in its heart a:'ld its blood, inspired by the "',:,vclutj.onary idcc10G'J of the era. 

Holding aloft the banner of Dien Pien Phu. our armp-d forces <:nd pecple progrc'ssed ~'pcm 
the 1 )5'" 5::'r.1Ultaneous uprisings to thf! l~@j o:"'!'ensives 1·rhich cnuse th8 U. S. rp:;,ciJ.l 'irar to GO bankrupt, the 1·1(8 spring o~fensive and upris:tnCs, the 1~71 Hcuts ~'_Scut:1C'-,'n Laos campaign. the 1"72 general o~t'ensive. the Cecemb~r 1'172 '~i8n Dien Phu air ba~tle ", to the At Mao spring campaign .. _thc greatest campaiCn in tho history 0:;'" our nation, the peak of 1·Jhich was the campaign bearinG the name of' g:oent Uncle Ho. This campaign l2d us into Saieon to completely libc!'~t€ the southern p8Pt 01.' our country, thus glor1ousl.r concludine our people's ::>truggle for independence, !'reedom ar-d sccial:i.sm. 

The Ho Chi Minh campaign 'h'2S the continuation as Hell as the development to a llerJ.' high level of' the Dien Pien Phu campaign. The generation of people Hho engineered the Dien Bien Phu victory in the past participated in the Ho Chi Minh campaiGn this yea.:- '_.'ith C! 
generation of young people l.,rho T .. :ere born amidst the gunfire at Dien Bien Phu. 
The strength of the Vietnamese revolution and 01' our army and people in the Ho Glli Hinh 
campaign Has much greater than that in the Dien Bien Phu car.Jpaign in scale, magnitude, intennity, potential al"1(:1 the art of conducting the ':_Tar. 
The strength of' our f'atherland, ','!hich l"ras meticulouslY accumulnted day alter c.ay and which resided in hundreds of' thousands of invincible trocps :rho, at the momentous hour 
of history, ~rere unleased on the Ho Chi Minh trail atop the Truong Son r'bunt2in ra!1ee and in the Ho Chi Minh campaign, petrified the enemy. 
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In Just 55 da~rtl. our troops crushed 1 million puppet troops, smashed not Just one cluster of strong'Po1nts but dozens of military complexes and staged lichtning ofl'enSives and llprlr,1nes, catching the enemy completely off guard. 

Our Generation was greatly elated at witnessing thl3 surrendel~ of the enemy cor:ll'nand 8.t Dien nien Phu, the departure of the last U.S. aggressor sOldiers from our country. the flight to sea by the U,S. ambassador 1n a helicopter 1'1h1ch took off .from a Saigon rooftop, and the unconditional surrender of the puppet administration leadel"S to the rel!olution at 33:igon's presidential palace. 

In the ripples of the flutterinG flags of the infantry, engineering, artillery. armored, nnvy, air defense and air force, sienal and liaison, special troop, chemical troop and militia units ",h1ch won complete victory in the Ho Gh1 Minh campaign r;t1.1l linger the valiant spirit of Dien Bien Phu and the prid~ t·!hich Uncle Ho expressed in his t8,stament: HOur country ~/ill havC' th~ great honor of being a small country Hhich vanquishes biD big imperialists. France and the united .states. and ""h10h makes ':orthy contributions to the national liberation movement. rt 

Today, full of enthusiasm and confidence, lie tUrn tm,rard our party and esteemed President Ho, \"hioh led our armed forces and people in winning resounding victories in the ne',} era. The sky_shal{ing, earth_shattering strength of the Vietnamese revolution in the past as liell as at present originated from millions of people ·,.,rile love the country and socialism and from the solidarlt~l ~lith all the p!'oeressive and revolutionary forces the Horld over. The victory of our people is the Victory of socialism rrnd of' the forces struggling 1'01' national independence. 

The Ho Chi Minh campaign has rocked the worold. Thousands of millions of enthusiastic people allover the globe have hailed the campaign and Hill remember it as one of the most 
glorious chapters in the history of the national liberation movement. Fe!' their part. the U.S. imperialists are still dazed and astounded. It took the He Chi Minh campaign to T.l'lke them realize they can no longer play the role of international gendarme. It has daHned on them that their country's t-,'calth is not inexhaustible. The U.S. Clobal strategy has been upset. 

7'he l-Jcrld '5 revolutionary and peace f'orce~. stimulated by Vietnam's victory. are experiencing unprecedented gro~.rth. Many people have talked about the dah'ning of a nf!:w era r:ith our nation's complete victory. ~-!hich has had a strong impact on the situ~tion in Southeast ASia and the ', . .'orld to the advantage 01" the revolution and progress o~' IUanldnd. 

Prom t.he 'I)ien !31en Phu campaign to this year's ~pr1ns campaign, 1;1th the Ho Chi rUnh campaign 
~.s its pea:,:. our nation has traveled a long ,.:ay. fraught ,lith difficulties and hardships but also crol·;ned .. lith glory, has l-.'On brilliant victory and meteorically gro;'ln in one d8.j" as though it ,,,ere decades. 


