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[Text] Rlnoi VHA Mly 7--8aigon has been nallllld Ho Chi Minh City. Not only the name, 
but the oolours of the flags over every building, every door, every oar; not only the 
unifOrms Of the soldiers, but the posters, the banners aoros. the .treets and the 
songs on the radio have changed. The mood of this o1ty, the face. of the peOPle are 
new. 
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on rll.y 2 in front of the presidential palace I heard a middle-aged businessman 
saying to a liberation forc e' s major : "I was, \~e :;c :"c all. very afraid of you beccu.:> c of 
what the Americans had taught us . No:-, I r ealise that He belong to the same hous e , I:e 

are .from the sar.te fathers and mothers. and we havQ only b een separated for a ~" hilc:. n 

At six o'clock on the same day Oen 'Big ll Minh, last president of the republic, Vu v~n I.bu. 
prime minister, and all other cabinet members were set fr ee by the liberation forc es. 
A former Saigon army colonel t;ho had not been able to escape commented to me! "I '. TOuld 
never have believed that they h'ould be so generous Hith us. II After 2 days in hiding :.Jith 
friends he was nOH in the streets Hith liberation soldiers. They are all very ~roung, 
all ,,,ear Ho Chi r<tl.nh sandals, no insignia to distinguish office rs from rank and fil e . 

Tanics covered with red dust. lorries and antiaircraft batte:-ics camouflaged Hith 
leafy branches are massed a~ng the trees in the square in front of the catholic cathedral. 

For Mly Day there \.fas no official parade, but a spontaneous popular demonstration o~ 
joy. reliei'. The Hhole city population \-las in the streets. Saigon has not be en conquered, 
but liberated. After the kiSses and the embraces of the first hours, nOll people gathe r 
around liberation soldiers asking questions, smiling. Host soldiers arc young, v e r y 
young. Liberation un1ts continue to arri'le in the city c r.nter. Some ha'v c S2.igon maps 
for orientation. 

There have been no repo:~s or even rumours of executions. 

saigon soldiers have turned in ",eapons at special centers controlled by the n m.;ly emerged 
students revolutionary committees. At Vu Han university I saH tHO big halls full of 
guns and ammunition. Students deliVered civilian clothes and n ew identity papers to 
Saigpn soldiers. No arrests. The foreign community is free to circulate in the 5treets . 
On ~BY 2 stores open again. Bread is available. 

J.1l.ny South Vietnamese arc still in Grall hospital for fear of reprisal. Some leave 
nOll. Refugees leave Saigon tOI.",rdS [the J countryside. [The J PRG Government [is J 
expected to be installed here soon . Delay due to surprising conditions of surrender and 
quick control of city . PRG flags allover to\·m, cars, bicycles and lambrettas. Students 
\lith guns and red armbands keep order N'lth liberation soldiers. 

I sa..., Tuyet Anh, a youne prostitute whom the American Gl's had nicknamed Linda, tal lcing 
to a "" oman guerrilla. 

A Heek ago she :.sas terrified and ,12nted to leave Vietnam. lJo\>! she is '.-lith her 3- y ear 
old daughter, smiling : 'They say I can go bee}, to my village," she shouted at ;.re . She 
had changed her clothes. She looked lilce i:l peasant again. 

Like a sandcastle ':13S hr:d a~ jay by t he incoming tide, thc old l"'C g ime has been S:I2 l1o HCQ 
up by the s ea of guerrillas, political cadres, r egular soldiers of the liberation forces, 
ordinary p eople t~·ho are St·rarrn1ng over the city. Saigon has been liberated not conQuered 
or occupied. 

The st reets are littercd ,·: lth the left overs o f the rec ~nt past: Uniforms, heltlct s , 
pictures, documents, weapons and b oots .. -arm~ .. boots cv c r Y;'lh c r c . 

List ening to the ord e r of surrender, AWN (puppet) soldi F! :'s stripped thenselv es on tl:c 
spot. Hany in groups of five or six \lent barefoot ~rearing only und erpants. \o.'Dv in.[; at t ;tC 

firs t communist tan]<:s mo\' ing dOHn Tu Do stree t on lioera ticn day ... li1(e a puppnt ! ii, t h no 
oore strings, the Hholc Sa i r;on <l pparat us collapsed in a matt e r o f ha u!"s .... 
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At 12 :tt 5 on April 30, I Has running b~hlnd a truclrload of PRO soldiers goinG to tal(c 
up po:; ition at the tOI·;n llilll. From the back of the ccurt:ro rci .. !c Herc sprayed t..'ith machine 
gun f'ir....: . It l asted a :c.; r.l1nutes . The guerri llas fought thcir 1..-a~r in. I 5:1\; an 
AINU so ldier against a i,·all drop his gun and plead for his life before young guerrillas. 
H7: ,.,35 alloHed to go. As cve ryHflc r e e ls e in the city , t her e \o/as no bloodbath. The other 
l"'csi:;ters were arrested . l\t the ministry of national dcfc;> nc c on Gia Long Street <:! n 
AnVN co lone l stood next to the f l ag pole l,rft h a pistol in his right hand l.fhen il trucl: 
stopped in fro nt of t he gate . He tried to kill himself but the guerrill a grabbed him 
in t ime . 

I saw h is pistol ~.!avin£ in the air , his arm he ld by the libera tion soldiers. I;hile the 
red and yello~ ... f1a6 of the Thieu r epublic \-las lowered ••.• 
In the most populous ar~a s of Saigon the arrival of the liberetion forces rias highly 
emotional . en Li Van l)Jyet street on the \lay t o the Chi Ho prison, I ~,as in the middle 
of tln a l most hystericD.l cro~,-d t earing dOim the f lags of th~ old reeime, jumping on the 
tan1-::s am rurming alongside l OI'rie s full of young soldiers . I sa:·! from the tanlt I 
·,:as riding on an old HOman \'lcaring a straw hat al~st strangling a. guerrilla in her 
arms. She \las crying and shouting 'l{oa Einh , Hoa Binh ll (peace, peace ). 

Chi IIoa prison its elf wa s op en around midday. An NFL tank s topped in front of the gates 
a l ready crowded Hi th prisoners and nn officer made a short speech: 'The people irish to 
thank all those who have made sacrifices and have suffered. II All the more than 7,000 
prisoners .... 'ere s et free. 

During the day all other pris10ns in the region aroum Sligon t ... cre opened. 

Doa n J:hac Xuyen l 24, a ca tholic s tudent political prisoner for 3 years, lett the prison 
or 00 Cone, sout h of saigon on the afternoon of April 30 . He told me : 'There lJ3S 

something strange in t he air. ~ofe did not knO\.; \-That. He sa ." our \.;ardens pac2:1ng their 
be longings. Then they a ll changed. their clothes and left. Ue broke open the doors. II 

Oroups of Just released politica l prisoners. still in their black Jail pa'Jamas. came to 
see the presidential palacn on May 2 . Dao Xuan Dieu, 44 from Tuy Hea, had spent 12 
years in prison, 5 of them in th :.! tiger cages at Con Son. r met him in front of tt1e 
palace Hhilc he ,.,.a s telline a group of onloolt.:ers about his experi e nc es. He said: "1 
tias arr ested because I \o,'a s \lorking for the r evolution. I have not heard of ~ family 
for all this tir:1e . I u ill go baclt to my village and look for them no..., . I am happy. II 

In Gla ~nh, from houses ov e r door were atill to be s een the slogan imposed by the former 
government : JThis family ',1111 never live unde r the conunun1sts. II Peopl e were running 
out in the s treets singing the revolutionary song "saigon Rises Up " which they could 
have only lea rned from RPdio Hanoi or Rad io Liberation, during years of clandestine 
lis t ening. 

The f i rst communist troops entered saigon less than 4 hours after the l a st U.S. 
helicopter had taken off from the roof of the American Embassy Hith its load of the 
last J1srine guards. The helicopter had been halted on the roo f by gunfire. 

The helicopter toolt off at 7 : t~5 in the rna ,11ing in a ~rhit p. and red cloud of t ea r gas 
f ired by the l ast ~tlrines to keep t he Vietnamese croud at bay . 
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The large boulevard 1n front of the embassy whose steel gates had been smashed by the 

combined strength of thousands of people were littered with the remai ns of the plunder: 

books, papers, broken filing cabinets and ripped off curtains. Tne embassy was then 

part ly burned. 

The looting of American installations had started a day earlier (29 April) when the coded 

order of the American evacuation became public (the U.S. radio station in Saigon 

repeated the message: "r'.other wants you to ca 11 home, mother wants you to cs 11 home") 

and the pathetic, embarrassed stream of Americans with small bags going to given 

gathering points, started to appear in the deserted streets (curre,' was then 24 hours). 

CBS reporter Peter ColUns had time for a last HOrd in front of the Hotel Continental: 

n"'ith the departure of the last Americans the Vietnam war is over, II he said. 

The war was not yet over, Tan Son Nhut airport had been attacked early at da !-'n and big 

battles were still going on in the outskirts of the city. ?rom the roof garden of 

the Hotel Garavelle we could see a huge circle of smoke all around Saigon and the fire 

of explosions behind the two bell towers of the cathedral in the direction of the airport. 

We could see the tracers of communists anti-aircraft guns in the sky firing at landing 

and departing planes. Three were shot down. 

rfuile Amerioan Journalists, businessmen, contractors were leaving the main dO\lnto\m 

hotels, some of them were called back by the cashler:i because in panic they had not 

paid their hotel bills. American private houses, offices. and the special IIfor Americans 

onlyll discount stores were invaded by South Vietnamese ••. 

Groups of students with guns were everywhere along with liberation soldiers . Though 

petrol had become scarce and increasingly expensive on the black market, masses of 

Hondas, cars, busses , along with tanks, troops transports and Jeeps ~~re jamming the 

streets. 

The airport had become the qUietest place 1n town. The control tower uss intact, 

the runways littered with debris of sharpnel and with hundreds of rocket shells. 

At 1251 we heard the noise of an incoming aircraft. Hundreds of soldiers ran on to 

the tarmac (and we were >lith them) to see a gigantic Russian-made he licopter (1116 ) . 

green with a big red star, touching down near the passenger terminal. It was the first 

Hanoi-Saigon connection. 

It was a moment of great emotion. The group of some 40 airmen, journalists and polit1cal 

cadres from l!orth Vietnam were received "lith applause. hugs. and kisses by the soldiers 

stationed at Tan Son rlhut. t·~ny people cried with joy. One of the passengers told us: 

I Hhen I left Saigon 30 years ago. I knew ' I would come back one day I. 


