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ASIAN ALLIES IN VIET-NAM

Departure of all but 220 of the
Philippines’ contingent of 1,450
army men still leaves nearly 70,000
from the Asian mainland and Paci-
fic Basin islands deployed on the
pattlefields of South Vietnam.

More than 10 per cent — 8,800
men — come from the South Paci-
fic island-nations of Australia and
New Zealand, The smaller island
of Taiwan has sent the smallest
military contingent: 31 officers
from the Republic of China’s army.
Largest of the contingents — 48,853
— comes from the Republic of
Korea. And Vietnam’s neighbor,
Thailand, has committed 11,568
army, navy and air force men to
the anti-communist struggle.

The Philippines Civic Action
Group (PHILCAG) ended 40
months of service as a public
works construction and rural de-
velopment force in the Tay Ninh
area 80 kilometers northwest of
Saigon. Leaving behind a 220-man
PHILCON medical team, it return-
ed to its army bases on the island
of Luzon because of the Philippine

government’s political and budget
problems, compounded by the man-
power requirements of its own
rural development program and
its anti-Huk military campaign.

While PHILCAG did not come to
Vietnam primarily to fight, it has
lost nine men killed and 64 wound-
ed in clashes with the Viet Cong
since it set up its base camp in
July 1966. The latest casualty —
one man wounded — was suffered
last November 29 when Viet Cong
gunners mortared PHILCAG head-
quarters in Tay Ninh for the se-
cond time in a week. The Filipino
soldiers, engaged solely in civic ac-
tion work with Vietnamese villa-
gers, included a security battalion

as well as medical, engineering and
specialist troops, but PHILCAG
did not constitute a combat force.
The Republic of Korea (ROK)
Army sent its 4,000-man Dove unit,
a noncombat engineering construc-
tion group very similar to PHIL-
CAG, but the great maljority of
Korean forces are in two combat
divisions of 17,000 men each. Thai-

Re.pr'ir‘zted from Viet-Nam Magazine, Vol III No 2 (1870), a pub-
lication of the Viet-Nam Council on Foreign Relations.  Num-
bers and names mentioned in the article should be read "as of

February 1970."




































