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GENERAL SITUATION

foa Van District's Pacification Program near the city of Da
Nang has not been successful for a variety of reasons, the most
conspicuous being the continued lack of security in all but two
of the 19 hamlets comprising 5 villages., Cadres originally
numbering more than 500 now have dwindled to fewer than 100
because of the security problem.

Da Wang was described by several of my Vietnamese contacts
as an R & R Center for V.C., during Tet but’. with the exception
of two minor hand grenade explosions within the city just prior
to Tet there was peace and quiet during the official holidays.
On the night of the 24th, the Viet Cong dropped 120 millimeter
mortar rounds within the city limits but with no serious results.
With a range of aporoximately 6 kilometers, continued mortar fire
with these huge NVI weapons could become a demorelizing influence
on Da Nang's population.

Vietnamese public opinion in Da Nang and Quang Nam Province
seems to lean toward the idea that the Americans are going to be
here for an extended period of the time and are adjusting their
financial plenning accordingly. There is little talk of any
peace settlements being taken seriously here.

VIET CONG PROPAGANDA THEMES

This month, the VC have placed heavy emphasis on the destruc-

tion of property by Americans and the lack of any display of
interest in indemnifying the victims. This is done by word of
mouth rether than by written documents, but the theme of American
indifference to Vietnamese sensibilities is emerging - and
apparently effectively, since the local populace seldom receives
even token payment for the destruction of their property until
months later, if ever.

When the VC struck the refugee camp near Tam Ky on the night
of the 18th, they left leaflets scattered about - in English -

appealing to the American military to geb out of Vietnam and go
back to their loved ones in America.

VIS ACTIVITIES

Although the VIS in I Corps seemed rather indifferent to
the JUSPAO Tet Campalgn before it began, they were willing to
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cooperate in distributing lea
the 17th when they dropped ev

STATE OF MEDTA -

Da Weng now has its own radio station -~ &5 KW short wave
and T ¥W medium wave - broadcasting seven hours each day, most
of the programing coming from VIVN Saigon. However, JUSPAQ is
paying temporarily the salaries of two of the employees in the
hopes of assisting in v»rogramming. The station now, of course,
receives Salgon's weekly list of available programs.

REFUGEE PROGRAM

The refugees near Tam Ky are somewhat dispirited after the
VC killed approximately 30 of them and maimed twice a&s many more
last week. However, these five provinces still have about 180,000
refugees who are receiving assistance generally in direct re~
lationship to their geographical proximity to Da Hang. USOM,
CARE, and more recently CiS (Catholic Relief Services) devote
money, time, end attention to these unfortunate folk out of all
proportion to GVN efforts. The arrival of 300 tons of unsorted
miscellany from America last week was hendled by a committes which
is making a valiant effort to satisfy both the U.S. sponsors of
this giant Christmas stocking and needy recipient.

PSYOPS COMMITTEES

The JUSPAO Tet Campaign of leaflets, et al, gave the I
Corps Joint PsyWar/Civic Action Center its first real test of
true cooperation - and I am very pleased to report that the
results were gratifying. ILeaflets by the tons came pouring
into the Da Hang airport and were handled expeditiously and
cooperatively by people from the ARVN 3rd PsyOps Battaliomn,
the MACV lst PsyOps Detachment, the Sth Alr Commandos all under
the supervision of JUSPAO - plus an assist at several crucial
points from USOM. Two factors contributed to cur success; good
weather most of the time, and no breakdowns in the aircraft.
Everything considered, the campaign was carried out in I Corps
as directed by Saigon.

SIGNS OF PROGRESS

The coordination of the dropping of approximately 30,000,000
leaflets as directed by Seigon, plus the distribution of the
associated Tet materials through VIS and the I Corps radio
stations.




i
(@]
!

QUESTIONS ASKED

1. Can the Marines find a means of developing an on-the-spot
indemnification program for property destruction as a means of
showing good faith while the GVN wheels turn slowly in

indemni -~
fying victims of these actions?
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GENERAL SITUATION

THUA THIEN
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A war of words seemed to have pre-empted the military conflict
for the pre-Tet, Tet and past-Tet periods. Both the V0O and the
GVH concentrated efforts on producing numerous leaflets, posters,
and broadcasts emphasizing the Tet themes. There were few strictly
military engagements, though the'pre—Tet truce period was marked
by a VC attack on the outskirts of Hue City, an attack on a FF
Platoon in Thua Thien, and an attack on a police unit in the DMZ
in Quang Tri. Political calm was evident in both provinces, with
the rising cost of living the primary concern of most Vietnamese.

VIET CONG PROPAGANDA THEME

Public lectures ~- which have increased -~ and leaflets
played on the theme of unification of the family and the nation
and the need to drive out the American imperialists who cre
preventing realization of this goal. Increased pressure 1is
reported on relatives of those serving the GVM to force defections
from GVi ranks and from govermment posts. An increase in the
muiber of English language leaflets also was reported with such

% leaflets stressing earlier this month that the Johnson Acminis-
tration faced serious and strong protests by American citizens
favoring U.S, withdrawal.

O

VIS ACTIVITIES

Thua Thien: Leaflets and banners on the Chieu Hoi e¢nd Tet
themes were produced locally and distributed throughout the
districts. Two new signboards were placed cn the main street
near province headquarters and others will be sel up on major
throughfares in Hue City. JUSPAO - Saigon is producing two
posters for VIS and the JUSPAO Rep. is financing two leailets
to be produced locally. One of the major problems is the fact
that the VIS Chief is also the G~5 and therefore does not devote
the time needed to VIS activities.

Quang Tri: VIS worked closely with the Chieu Hol scrvice to
prepare special Tet leaflets and posters. JUSPAO supported the
printing of 20,000 leaflets explaining the presence of Alilied
forces in Vietnam and production of 40,000 leaflets each on the
Ba Long battle and the payment of damage claims.




CHIEU HOI

Thua Thien: Fifty-six Returnecs are sitting around the
center walting for some constructive programs to begin. None has.
hirteen returnees were JUSPAO Tet campaign arrivals, with four
carrying Tet leaflets. All are low-level VC cadre and no one at
the Center holds any rcal rank in the VC organization.  The
armed propaganda platoon continues to show good results and
currently two units are working in Phong Dien and Quang Dien
districts. Five Ralliers have come in because of their efforts.
Some 50,000 leaflets in the form of a lettcer from the Province
Chief were distributed during Tet along with 2,000 copies each
of eight different banners.

Quang Tri: Eight Returnees are in the Center, one of whom
came in with two kinds of Tet leaflets. The Province Chief
distributed USCQM - supplied commodities to Fami-ies of 150
returnecs in Trieu Phong District and he reportcdly has requested
Saigon to establish an Armed Propaganda Platoon for the province.
Films supplicd by JUSPAO are being shown twice o week and text
books will be obtained from the elementary school for the Returnees.
The Chicu Hol cadre will serve as tho teachers.

STATE OF MEDTA

Both provinces have submitted ncw cost estimates ,on proposed
newspapers and it is hoped production can begin in the near
future. An increasing number of lcaflets are boing produced
locally and wood cuts are used in place of photcgraphic work.

PSYOPS COMMITTEES, S-5 ACTIVITIES

The first PsyOps committee meeting in many months was held
in Quang Tri under prodding of thc Province Chicf based on oft
expressced suggestions by the Senior Sector Advisor, the USOM and
JUSPAC Reps. Since the Province Chief could not attend the
opening session little was accomplished except the expression
of gencralities, The VIS Chief presided and presented his Tet
campaign and plans for the first quartcr of the year. Attendance
and active . intercst by the Province chief is a most if those
meetings are to be considered worthwhile.

Thua Thicn has yet to have a real PsyOps committee mecting.
The Province Chicf and the VIS Chief do not appecar interested
and therc is little pressurc by anyone in authority to consider




PsyOps in a meaningful manner. Genuine PsyOps annexes are non-
existent and the S-5 is considered by the Vietnamese of little
importance except as an after thought.

SIGNS OF PROGRESS

Production of a quick reaction mimeo leaflet the same day the
VC killed two children and wounded other civilians during the
attack on the An Hoa bridge on the outskirts of Hue city. The S-5,
VIS, PAT and JUSPAO worked together to respond immediately to the
situation and provide appropriate propaganda in the village in
the form of leaflets, loudspeaker talks, and direct personal
conversations.

Coordination of a program involving the Rural Construction
Cadre, the U.,S. Marine medical unit providing Medcap, USOM - and
JUSPAO -~ supplied commodities and leaflet materiels, and civic
action by the PAT ~ led corps of provincial workers in the Gla Le
v1llage area about flVe ﬁllometer from Hue City.

Through the joint efforts of the VIS, Chieu Hoi Service
JUSPAO, and the S-5 Advisor a leaflet and taped message was
prepared shortly after a Returnee informed the intelligence
Section that his comrades also expressed a desire to return to
the Government but were afraid to take the necessary steps. An
alr drop was used to pinpoint the target area and hit it with a
leaflet written as a letter by the Returnee to his former comrades.
A taped mesasage by the Returnee also was used with the leaflet drop.




QUANG NGATI - QUANG TIN

GENERAL SITUATION

VC pressure and action continues in Quang Ngai and Quang Tin.
On one occasion recently this Field Rep and Mr. Ho (my Vietnamese
assistant) were fired on by VC snipers between Son Tinh and Binh
Son, and another time only about a week later we had to turn back
at this same spot because of a skirmish between the VC and RY
forces. There is continued interdiction of the road, and prices
here are continuing to go up in a gradual spiral.

Dr. Bui Hoanh, Quang Ngai Province Chief, feels that the
past progress in the rural construction program is the main
reason for increasing VC pressure. He also feels the Marines
at Chu Lai and Danang are going to have more VO pressure on them
forcing them to constrict, rather than enlarge their enclaves.
On the PsyWar front, there is progress, but it is - as always,
slow. No perceptible results have come from the massive
leaflet drops of the Tet period, but only time will tell whether
this progran will ultimately have an effect., We have received
information within the last few days that in VC controlled areas
the people, local guerrillas and VC hard core types are -
generally speaking - afraid to pick up the leaflets. Though 1
have seen leaflets picked up while acting as the "dropper"
during one of the U~10 missions. The U-~10 aircraft, by the way,
are flying higher since one passcnger was shot and hit by ground
fire during an I Corps mission within the last few weeks.

VC PROPAGAWNDA THEMES

The VC continue to press hard their anti-American campalgn
on all fronts and to spread false reporis of VO victories.
Significantly, VO efforts are pressed - not on a large area
basis, as is so much of our effort so far -~ but in very small
areas, aimed at people in a given area, tailored to fit a
specific audience. This they do through hand distributed
leaflets (like the English language leaflets dropped during
the recent attack on Tam Ky), through ditto ncws sheets and
through word of mouth propzganda. During a recent Marine
operation a rcquest was made to the 27th PsyOps Detachment to
produce a tape, telling the people in a given village to stop
firing on passing Marine alrcraft lest theilr village be destroyed.
I asked Mr, Ho, my Vietnamese associate here, hils reaction to
this threat (reminiscent of French threats of past years) from




the Marines. Without prompting from me, he immediately took
exception to this approach, pointing out that it only supported
VC claims that the people had to fight the invading iAmerican
imperialist forces. He suggested that the appeal to the people
to stop shooting at Maircraft® (with no mention of the Marines)
should come -from the GVN and "Allied Forces.!

Incidently, this Field Rep is getting fine co-operation from
the locael American intelligence people in trying to get evaluations
of material or get ideas for production of written material,
tapes,; etc.

VIS ACTIVITIES

This Ficld Rep has during the reporting period attempted to
gather together a great amount of broken VIS equipment from Quang
Tin and Quang- Ngai Provinces, get in on an airplanc, then ship 1t
down to Saigon for repair. It took me a week of daily telephone
calls to get the aircraft lined up, then - when it did arrive ~
the equipment (through an unfortunate snafu) was not ready to go.
it any rate the 5th Alr Commando Squadron has now scheduled a
ptane to pick up the equipment from both Quang Tin and Quang
Ngai, plus some boxes of gear rrom Radio Quang Ngai to be sent
back to Saigon.

In other VIS mattcers, this Field Rep has been making trips
out to the districts in Quang Ngai, meeting the district VIS
Chiefs, encouraging them to improve existing VIS rcecading rooms,
offering to help in starting such reading rooms where they do not
already exist. So far this effort has resulted in the placement
of USIS libraries (the 50-book scts) in VIS reading rooms in threc

districts. The same will be done in the Chu Lal area, and another
library has been sent to Tam Ky.

In so far as USIS publications for VIS are concerned, we
have shifted over to working more and more through MACV subsector
advisors in getting these materials distributed. This serves a
dual purpose: with more dmerican supervision, we are hopeful
of getting more widespread distribution. Also, this gets the
subsector advisors interested in VIS: in some cases they weren't
even aware of the existence of VIS,




CHIEU HOI ACTIVITY
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Efforts have been made during the reporting period to get
the Chieu Hoi program in both Quang Ngal and Quang Tin Provinces
of the ground. The effort in Quang Tin has been to get some
kind of adequate Chicu Hoi Center undcrway. In Quang Ngai, the
USOM regional Chieu Hol man, and I have been trying to get. the
Chieu Hoi Chief to get going in the ercction of an improved
center. The moncy is available, the plans are drawn, but they
keep giving excuscs (they being the Chieu Hoi Chief and province
public works chicef) that thc contractor can't get materials. The
USOM Prov Rep here, says that's not true - it's just that they
never seem to getaround to letting him konow ~ despite repeated
requests, exactly how much cement, roofing and reinforcing rods
they need for the job. In short, they!ve never made the specific
requests they must make to get the job going.

STATE CF MEDIA

Despite efforts by members of the 27th PsyOps Detachment and
this Field Rep to get the Radio Quang Ngal generator fixed, we
have drawn a zero so far. The main problem was communications.
The Army people here were able to spot the trouble after I asked
their generator technician tc go out and inspect. He cleaned up
the air filters (which apparently had never been cleaned) and
found the trouble with the generator lgy with the fuel injectors,
which (again because of lack of any basic maintenance) had become
clogged with carbon. At any rate, learning from Saigon that the
parts could be ordered from Banglok, perhaps, I took one of the
injectors down to Saigon so the part could be properly identified
for ordering. All the injectors are now out of the generator,
and Mr, Ho will come down to Saigon with them, hopefully, on
February 3. The arrangement is to get then serviced, or get
vital part of the injectors replaced. Then back they'll come to
Quang Ngai, and we may have a 10 kilowat station at last (assuming
some other trouble docsn't develop). In the meantime, the
station is busy installing its new soundproof studio with materials
suppliced by VIVN and JUSPAO Saigon.

During the Tet season, we were able to make use of the
radio, taping a special program made up from the JUSPAD drama -
team program for Tet. This program wes taped by the PAT drama
team, and the program aired on January 21, Copies of this tape
were scent north by USOM aircraft for use onthe new Da Nang radio
station and by Radio Hue. Ancther tape recorded by the Quang °




Ngai Province Chief - designed foi use on Tet Day on one of the
PsyWar aircraft loudspeakers alonq with a special Tet greeting
leaflet from the province chief - was also produced. However,
use of this tape was scrubbecd on Tet Day because all PsyWar
aircraft missions were canceled that day. However, we intend
to make more such tapes ~ using the province chief -~ since we
find some people are afraid to pick up leaflets, but they can't
avoid hearing the loudspeaker messages.

48 1o the drame teams in the second division area, the Joint
Studies Group will continue to provide financial support to the
PAT drama team in Quang Ngai. This Field Rep will tcke over
support of the drama team in Tem Xy. It dis this Field Rep's
opinion that any attempt to menage the drama teams out of Saigon
and have them operate out of Corps Headgquarters will bog down.
From a sheer logistics standpoint, it will be almeost impossible.
There aren't enough airplanes to move drama teams from province
to province within a given corps area.

Farlier this week I took up to Danang about 2500 shects
of offset paper for the Marines to print a poster boosting Quang
Ngai's "Return to Village Campaign." I had previously requested
% the Marines to print this job, and they readily agreed to do so.
However, on a arrival in Da Nang, I found %he 3rd Marine Division
Repro Unit, which is to do the job, was temporarily out of printing
plates for its Harris press. Also, the big electric' paper
cutter neceded to cut the large sheets I supplied was out of
commission for lack of a generator., Hopefully, thelr plates will
soon arrive, and they can borrow a generator.

REFUGEE PROGR.M

4 new U.S, Army Civic Action Team (consisting of six
officers and men) has arrived in “uang Ngai Province and will
be working among refugee groups. This team, requested by the
U.5. Marines (I am told four such tcams have been assigned to
T Corps), is a welcome addition to the pacification progranm.
This Field Eep will give his full support to this wilt, working
with MACV and USOM. There was such a team here, bubt it was
pulled out during the last part of Novamber., With so much of
the VIS equipment broken down here, there has becn reletively
little that could be done in the refugee camps., Hopefully,
repair of this equipment will permit us to get cranked into
the refugee camps with film showings and other activities.




10. SIGNS OF PROGRESS

During the reporting period JUSPAO in Quang Ngali and Quang
Tin has Jjust about exhausted its supply of IOC commodities,
including candy and chewing gum. Most of this was spread around
very liberally during the Tet period and has come in very handy
as a door opener in our efforts to get down to the district level.
But, while giving away candy and gum, we've also tried to capitalize
on it, using it as a lever to stimulate interest in other programs.
It has been mainly a selling job, trying to get the subsector
advisors and district chiefs more interested in VIS activities.
So far we have failed in getting the VIS Chief to go out and spend
a single night in the boondocks. I might add, in this respect,
that the JUSPAQ house in Quang Ngal will be a most useful tool in
getting to know the Vietnamese better; as it is therc is no place
to which I can invite them.  The housc should be completed by
the end of this coming week, despite repeated recquests, however,
there'!s been no sign of furniture for the house. Hopefully, it,
too, will be available next week. Mainly I have been concentrating
on the Vietnamese and MACV structures. So far as the S-5s and
G~5s5 are concerned, cooperation has improved. More and more the
division G-5 has been seeking my help and has been co-ordinating
with ne.

I have found the new PsyOps detachment here very receptive
to suggestions, in goneral, and rcsponsive to my requests for
support from its men.

With the weather improving, it is becoming somewhatbt casier
to get around, and Mr. Ho and I have been doing a bit of travelling,
getting all the way from the remote Special Forces camps in the
far west to the junk base on the sca. We recently loarned one of
two loudspeaker systems (portablc) to the junk fleet commander,
and he's been talking to people in villages along the shore,
trying to get a blit of a message into places he doesn't touch on
foot.

Speaking of this junk ifleet commander, I think JUSPLO can
take credit for having softcncd the edges of e tragic blunder
that took place in Quang Ngai on January 18 when an ARVN
artillery battery mistakenly fired into a refugee arce, rather
than intc a VC area. The night this incident occurred the junk
fleet commander showed two USIS films to tae people in this arca,
using films and a projector leoaned to him by us only a fow days
before. Since most of the pceople had drifted up to the north
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end of the peninsula where they live, they were fortunately not
home when the ARVN shells came whistling in. 4s a result, only
one girl was killed and four adults wounded., As the commander
put it, "Things would have been much worse, if the peoplc hadn't
come up to watch us show your films." One of the films,by the
way, was "Night of the Dragon.®

Another incident in this arca did not end so smoothly.
This involved the 37th Rangers, good fighters but trouble makers
among the people, going out aond collecting texces in the same area
at the point of a gun (according to my informant). Reportedly,
men from the junk base went out and stopped this business
forthwith - using their guns to disperse the friendly ARVN "tox
collectors. I am told the 37th Rangers have 2 bad reputation
in Quang Ngai Province.
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GENERAL SITUATION

The presence of large numbers of U3 troops in Pleiku Province
during January contributed to a widespread feeling of security
among the populace altho placing certain strains on the local
economy. The 1lst Cav. conducted a search operation Ior about
% wecks west of Pleiku city working north out of Duc Co. And
the 3rd Brigade of the 25th division, US Infentry, was airlifted
from Hawaii between 24 Dec. and 23 Jan... setting up camp on the
outskirts of Pleiku City. Widespread complaints about rising
prices - notecd in tho Decamber report - were mitigated somewhat
as Highway 19, from Quy Nhon to Pleiku, was open for more than
three weeks. This was counteracted by the customary price
increases which is the merchant contribution to the spirit of
Tet.

Reaction to the FULROC trials, conducted in late December
by a 3 man court headed by General Manh and conwened in Pleiku,
was moderate in Pleiku - somewhat more pronounced in Phu Bon and
barelr distinguishable in Kontum. Of the 3 or more lecaders on
trial, 4 were sentenced to death, more than a score received
long prison terms, and five were acquitted. Two of the condemned
men were cxecuted in the New Market in Pleiku - and two in a
similarly public place in Hau Bon, Phu Bon province.

VIET CONG PROPAGANDA THEMES

The reccarrent theme of driving out the Yankce imperislist
predominated, althc most of the VO leaflets recovered during
the period were relatively old. VC propaganda teams were
reported working the road from Pleiku to Xontum expleining to
villagers thcir proposed truce for Tet. And onc rellier reported
that the VO tcams have becn warning pcople not to pick up GVN
leaflets since the ink has becn poisoned ond they will die. if
they touch them.

VIS ACTIVITIES

In Pleiku I was favorably impresscd by their participation
in the planning and execution of a series of special Tet programs
at the Chiwou Hol Center, in the town, and a kind of memorial day
service at the cemetary for fallen GVN soldicrs. VIS Pleiku
provided components of the PsyOps teams that worked with the lst




Cav swecp and rcports arc they performed well. VIS Kontum secms
to me very effcctive - as result of enlightenced leadership by
both the VIS Chief and the ncw Province Chicf.

CHIEU HOI

During a 48 hour period, Jan R3 and R4th, the Chieu Hol
center at Pleiku had 26 Quy Chanh. The total for the period
*gince January lst being 69. The total number currently at the
Pleiku Center is 10R Quy Chanh including four PAVHN ~ and 32

relatives.

Conditions at the Chieu Hoi center, Pleiku, have improved
notably since I arrived here a month ago - but still leave much
to be desired. My first visit to the center in latc December
was the occasion of dismay - since so much of our Tet and other
campaigns =zim dircetly at filiing the centers and I did not
believe the product was equal to the advertising. But the USOM
province rep. and the Chicu Hol chief moved quickly to effect
rcpairs ~ and a substantial improvement program is now in the
working stage. On January 17th a largc Tet Celcbration was held
at the center for Quy Chanh. The day long program foatured
speeches by province officials, gamcs for the children, entoertain-
ment by the ¥ontagnard culturel team, a fine lunch, and a consi-
derable number of prescnts - with USOM providing new clothing
and JUSPAO cendy, calcndars, and publicetions. A new building
at the center has space rescrved for a library and rcading room.

Another JUSPAO suggestion that was accepted, and I believe
important, was that thc Chairman of the elected Province Council
be made onc of the official hosts and deliver the opcning address
on bechalf of the people of Pleiku.

STATE OF MEDIA

This is my thornicst problem to date. There is no Province
paper in Pleiku, and has bcen none for several months. I have
yet to locate a Cultural/Drama team ~ exccpt for the one operated
by the Montagnard Welfare Center - and 1f'I have another, I don't
yvet know it. Negotiations arc underwey for the reviving of the
Pleiku paper, but the MOI budget for VIS for the peaper has been
halved -~ as the printing cost tripled - and I see a rocky road
ahead. This subject will be dealth with in a scparste memo -
out the scolution of the problems involved is my numbcr one priority
for Februeary.




REFUGEES

Pleiku province currently has 8 thousand refugees - down from
a high of ten thousand. Of these, 383 are recently gencrated
by the lst Cav activities to the West. Two thousand refugees
are out of the program and resettled - and the GVN refugee
department - with USOM cooperation - is working effectively in
the area., Schools in the resettlement areas arc being built -
and JUSPAOC assistance in stocking librarics has been requested.

PSYOPS COMMITTEES

No meetings in January - with Tet the principal factor.
Groundwork has been effectively laid by my predecessor, and I
expect this program will get off the ground in February. But
there have been fairly regular meetings among those who constitute
this committece, even the committee, such as was never formelly
convened. Of thosc involved -~ three of us are new %o the province
and to the Second Corps.

POLICY QUESTIONS

I have been asked repeatedly why I have no posters and
leaflets in Montagnard dialects - and why I don't arrange for
publication of a newspapcr in a Montagnard language - and,
finally, why none of the Tet leaflets was aimed at the Montagnards.




DARIAC - QJANu Duc

he enemy presumebly continued to be interested in the two
provinces primarily for the infiltration and exfiltration of
troops

Econcmic conditions for both urban and rusl masses wore
bleak duc to the interdiction of roads by the enemy, lack of
security in thc cnumtrvs1dc, unemployment, inflaticn, commadity
oﬂdrtdov , and a variety of other unfavorable factors.

‘The number of refugess in Darlac province continued to
increase and to be a major burden of the provincilal administration.

The PsyWar petential of the GVN was only partially utilized
to gein more widespread pepuler support for th GVN in the
countrysice.

There werc continued eV‘d neas of disa’fcction among otipl
minorities, but tensions appcar a
the period.

Visites by the Darlac province chief te district capitals
during the¢ reporting period presumebly had a stabilizing effect
on both the civilian population and the military by rcflecting
government concern with locel problems and the intention of the
GVN. t¢ maintein and extend its contrcl of the areas. The province
chief of Quang Duc traveled extensively in his province, impressinrg
cbservors with his vitality and 2bility to mix with the people.
Both province chiefs directced their attentions during these trips
to cthnic Vietnamese as well as Montagnards, with the emphasis
being on the latter,

VC PROPACANDA THEMES

Most of VC propaganda in the two provinces is a variation on
the anti-Americanism and GVN lackey themes. Additicnally thc VO
tries to explcit ethnic diffcrences by claiming that the GVN is
attempting to divide Vietnamese and Montagnerds.

There was voluminous evidence, particularly in such forms
as capbtured enemy decuments and propaganda, that the VO is
conducting intense crganizatiocnal and propaganda activity in the
countryside. Fraogmentery evidence indicates that oxtensive usc
is made of female cadres in these efforts.




VIS ACTIVITIE

VIS Queng Duc was far more active than in previous month.

This was duc to the intercs?h
activities and to his stroag
The Quang Duc province chief
of Psycholegical Operationsz.
on the provincial capital

is a firm b
Much of th
Gia Nghia.

-~ R
(O

shewn by the province chief in VIS
effcrts to vitalize the organization.

cliever in -and supporter
¢ VIS activity centered
Improved scrvicing of

‘the distric®ts will not be possible until VIS Quang Duc improves
its organizational set-up ot the provincial headquarters. JUSPAOD
has given mejor assistance in this direction by having arranged for
the repair of all broken m'mcograph machines, gencrators and
projectors belenging to VI Quang Duc.

In Darlac prevince a relatively new VIS Chief was engaged
principally in trying to ricrganizc what has been a very lethar-
gic VIS. During the reporiing period he also acccompanied the
province chief on & scrigs »7 one-day trips to the district
capitals.

In boti. province VIS « “fort was corcentrated on preparations

observance of Tet. While aware
appeal for returnees, VIS pe
the campaign. %t was clear
igher in prior v, particules

for the
campaign to
interest in
ranked far L
naturc.

CHIBU HOL ACTIVITY

Indoctrination of Quy thanh in Darl
unspectacul xr but steady &1 encouraging
two months. During the post menth there

lectures, scven fiim showli; s, and two p
team given ior the uy Cher.  In additic
maintained “or the Quy Cha:.t.

During the period, T t.ilked fairly
cf Quy Chani, as a result I which I bec
before that leaflet drops -2 having an
in this arc:. Quy Chanh I .ve statcd the

made no efl rt to have ther policed up,

were given o the populati:o -t nct to readc
such instrustions were to . reported.
he had hidccn threo differ it leaflets
housce. His descripticns . the leaflets

-

5T the naticnal Tet
~sonnel showed little

that other activitics

1y those of a local

ac province has made
nrogress during the past
werce eight political

erformences by a drama
n, 2 reading rocm is

sxbensively with a number
ame more convinced than
cifect on enemy merale

5 leaflets have been

that political cadres
~lthough instructions
them., Perscns viclating
nc Quy Chanh stated that

CaaT

In the ceilling cf his

permittcd identification



to be .estabiizhed. Leaflets with illustretions and photographs
appeared to obtract morce atbtontion than Zlain text leaflets,
judging by =ho testimory of “hesc Quy Chavh,

€3

STATE OF MELTL

T

The moso significant modle news in tais arca is that Radio
Banmethuct will officially inaugurate a nww 55kw transmitter
on February ., 196¢.  This
since the sinticon ghould have a strong signal throughout most of
central Vietoom, parts of nofghboring comntrics, and possibly in

parts of ns Vietnam, the station may wicome the single most

[

important GVi mediivm for mess communication in a wide arsa of
the country.

Refugec. contiiue to b cne of the najor problems.and
concerns of the provineial riministratics and USOM in Darlac
province, sroximsbely onc-ninth of the population of the
province now has reigee sirus. The protlem is far less serious
in Quang Duc Hrovinse wherce .t has becn .ossible to resettle
refugees ir heir home vill: cs followin. clearing opsrations.

Despit. she fzoo that o papor a nuster of organizations
have responen oilitic-s for d.csemination wnformation to refugeces,
in actualitr little Lis belr. donc in thi:c regerd. VIS has a
Hdmited capriality for deali g with the : oblem because 21
insufficien’ resour »¢s and [ radeguately < -ained and motivated
personnel.

PSYOPS COMML

Ealast ] e
-V_Ejiss TnC.

In Quay Duc p
once a week T th suis succors in achievi..: improved pcrsonal
relationshir s among membere cnd & better oordinated effort.

tzvelopment hos far reaching implicatis

‘ns

»ovince - 2syOps Commeutec is meelting regulerly

The 35-5 adv: <:>r has been irstrsumentel in aintaining the existence

of the comm’ . ize by attendi 2. all meetins and by giving advicce
and encouraz-.icnt.

RADIO SALES

Darlac v -ovince has beuin distributi-on te the four district
capitals of I transgistoriz.. radics t© sold to perscns having
a low incom: .  The rowmber of these radios is 992 (or 1,000 minus
cight which <isappueied bei~r¢ delivery - VIS Darlac).

-




| SIGNS OF PIOCRESS

The rcpadr of all meti o picture ecuipment belonging to
/I3 Queng Toe was an import ot forward riop. There wos alss
fairly lar¢.-scale (in provincial terms, axploitation of the
GVN Regionzl Forces victor: at Bu Prang ia Quang Duc Province
ancd of the dcfection of fow VO forced shorers who cut off
their index Tingers in the vain hope of being relcascd frem
VG control. .

Another hepeful sign o that, for 1he first time, VIS
personnel ir. both vrovince: are acknowlcdzing the respensibllity
of VIS to eviend 113 activi*s t9 the cnnsryside and tailer its
operations T r the rural p poulation.

QUESTIONS

Most question. dealt v .h economic robloms, People wanted
ne e U.S. is awar« of the seri isncss of inflation and
shortages e . what is bciny isne to impr ¢ tho situaticon.




BLNH  DINH

(From Advisor 50 Llst Aiv Oat, )
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GENERAL SITUATSON

Military cperations during the first part of the month
included search and clear operations ia Binh Dinh Province northi-
east of Binh ihe. ESSepclal%v5 thiese consigbed cf saturation
patrolling which kept thz Viet Cong oif balance, produca=cd a

imited number of VC and VCS and »nrovided increased intelligence.

During this .period; I reguested aid obtained access to the
Ml Detachment while interrogations were in progress. HWnile the
interrogations were very thorough regarding combat intelligence
and order of tattle, I f2lt that certain arsa information essential
to an effective Division Psy#ar Program was not always being de-
veloped. T suggested the inclusion of certain questions regarding
methods of VO control of an area, techaiques of indectrination,
attitudes of innabitants, state of media, psrcentage of illiteracy
in the area, etc., 1 als> reguested that the interrogators attempt
to determine exactly what the inhabitaats tinink about our leailets
and broadcasts - that is, whether the content is meaningful and
appropriate to the area.

I alsc implored the interrogcotors to let me know iwmediately
when VC, VCS or ralliers have our leaflets with them. During this
operaticn, four of the p=arsoans brought in for interrogation had
leaflets with them. One of the leaflets turned out to be an
appeal to inhabitants no: to fire on our alrcraft. I had written
and produced that tract only four days previously.

I might add that thls opzration had a fairly complete PsyWar
annex to the operations order. This has become standard operating
procecure.

Later in January, a search and clzar operation covered an
area from Chu Fthong norta into Kontum Province, along the Cambodian
border, Much ¢f this arza had never bezen penetrated by French or
Vietnamese forces, The JC had considered 1t a sanctuary and usecd
it as a way-statlon for phe movement of supplies and troops
throughout the Central Highlands. By neans of air-assault
techniques, our forces were lifted inty an area which appeared
to have no landing zones., Tne VC custodial forces sesmced to have
been thrown into a state of confusion oy the unexpected appearance
of the troops. They threow dowun tlheir srms, hid in the jungle
or escaped intc Cambodla, Thacre are substantial indications that
VC moragle has ceteriorated in the area from Duc Co to Plei Djereng.
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One facteor is a reported high incidence of malariz anc some cholera, *
As a result of this operation, the GVN presence is being cxte
into areas defaulted many months ago.

Meanwhile, back at Division base, a mushroomin
ecn resolved - at least temporarily. An Fhe Villag
step~child of the lst Cavalry Division - has been plac
limits indefinitely. T applaud this decision. It has be
mecca fer hundreds of prostitutes, unscrupulous restaurant and
bar owners, narcotics peddlers and other flotsam and J
The VD rate in the Division was increasing. The conditions of
food preperaticon and serving were revolting. General Kinnard
sald that the restriction will continue until some effort is made
to improve conditions. The very able District Chief, Mr. Vu,
was fully informed of the reascens for the decision. He is in
complete agreement. I have suggested a meeting of the Friendship
Council to discuss this problem. There is another grave source of
tension in An Khe., Some Vietnamese troops have been provokin
discrders in the bars. The most serious incident LﬂlS month
involved the throwing of a handgrenade by a Vietnamese ranger
outside a bar. One Vietnamese civilian was killed and o
injured.

problem has
¢ - the lusty

I might mecntion in passing thet on the night of January 18,
someone threw a handgrenade into the USOM-MACV compound where I
sleep. Uo one was injured.

The lst Cavalry Division continues its extensive civic action
program. Additionally, some f{ilm showings were conducted in
outlying villages and hamlets to the northeast to accent the
Tact that these areasare sccure.

m

On Jenuary 11, the first meeting of the Friendship Council
took place. It was attended by representatives of 1st Cav.,
Sub-Sector, Special Forces, JUSPAO, and Vietnamese leadcrs in
the community, The District Chlu*j Mr., Vu, made a moving speech
explaining the US presence in Vietnam. Variocus Vietnamese
representatives maoc long, impassioned speeches gbout the high
cost of living. All felt the US troops were responsible, All
in 2ll, it was remarkable mecting and one in the best traditions
of democracy. The Council is expected to meet hercafter on a
regular basis.
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VIET CONG PROPAGANDA

During the opecration north of Duc Co, the following themes
made thelr appearance: .

a. American robbers and rapists, go homel

b. 250,000 Frenchmen are buried here.

c. Thbr; were very crude leaflets describilng rwoto at
the UniVGTS‘EV of California. ‘
. d. here were signs arranged in "Burma Shave® style
directing the VO cadre to treat the 1nnab1tanto well,

e, Other leaflets called for the destruction of strategic
hamlets and liberation of the people.

[

VIS ACTIVITIES

VIS continues to distribute printed material throughout
the district. They keep the JUSPAO-financed bulletin boards
current, The VIS Chief prepared a leaflet for me in Bahnar
during an operation when we were trying (uﬂSUPCESSIUllV> to
persuade a Montagnard squad to surrender.

STATE-OF MEDIA

I have gotten the permission of the District Chief to start
a newspaper I have drawn up thce format, I plan to get out a trial
issue next mO”tﬂ. It will be a onc-sheet affeir, printed on the
JUSPAO-supplied paper which has the Vietnamese colors on one side.

T elready have described the Friendship Council. The separate
brigades of thc Cav all have their civic action projects. 1 am
beginning to receive requests from S~5's for JUSPAO-~financed
bulletin boards in outlying hemlets. T am judging the velidity
of such requests by making querices among officials familier with
the areas.

I suppose the major accomplishment has been the development
of a first-class working relationship with the G-3 and G-5
Sections., I am consulted on v1rtagllf all PsyWar matters, includ-
ing the preparation of the annecxes.

T am often consulted on mattcers relating to the Vietnamesec.
I now am welcome at all major briefings. I have lectured the
newly arrived Civil Affeirs Teams on how they can develop area
information while on opcrations. The Division, Special Forces .
and SubSector all cooperate in keeping me informed on attitudes
as well as VC propaganda themes.




BINH DIRNH

FYRYAYAYE

GENERLL SITUATION

The situation in Binh Dinh is no longer static. The number one
priority in the Province is the Rural Reconstruction and Pacification
Program. This program was started early in January with the graduation
ceremony for the 1256 cadremen. Note that these people had been collected
and trained prior to 1966. The day after the graduation ceremony the
Province Chief came up with a field Command Post and moved to Tuy Phuc
District to personally supervise these operations., Simultaneously the
Koreans conducted their most successful operation north of the pacific-
ation area in Tuy Phuc District. It is estimated that over 2,500 refugees
have moved back intc the newly pacified hamlets. Although it is much too
early to evaluate the overall program the early successes are impressive
indicators.

Previous comments on the difficulties of coordination between the
Province and the Koreans appear to be ironed out also. The Koreans
participating in an operation and having great success, of course, has
helped improve the relationship. But most of the liaison difficulties
appear to be being solved due to the efforts of Col. Kim, the ROK G-5.
He has sold the ROK Division Commander on a staff augmentation that
includes a liaiscon officer to Porvince for Psywar and Civic action as
well as a G-5 staff officer in each regiment and in each battalion.
This is a distinct improvement over anything U.S. forces have in this
field. The ROK Division also has several good programs operational.
One is the "Respect to Elders" program where the regiments give dinners
for the village elders. Another is where Korean soldiers, who arc rice
farmers, help the Vietnamese farmers. The Division also has a three year
PsyWar program.

VC PROPAGANDA THEMES:

VC propaganda appeared to be the same line during most of the month.
he line aimed at Vietnamese soldiers is to stop fighting for the American
imperialists. In one instance leaflets in English were dropped on the
battle scene where only VC and RF/PF troops were engaged.

il

VIS ACTIVITIES

VIS is still the weakest 1ink in Binh Dinh Province however there
are encouraging signs. Bulletin boards that used to be bare in Qui Nhon
now have signs, posters and news in chalk posted on them. The VIS chief
does get around to inspect his District offices. The TET "calico horse
poster", which arrived two days before TET was visible in all districts
except An Khe, where the District VIS man is very slow. Although a good
deal of the credit goes to JUSPAO and sector who dropped the posters in
which mail sacks at several inaccessible locations,.




CHIEU HOI ACTIVITY

Throughout the pacification area Chieu Hois have been coming in
with 117 the last week. It appears that the best way to get Chieu Hois
is to have an effective operation. Soth the Korean and Province
operations in Tuy Phuc contributed to this large number of new Chieu
Hois. District Chiefs have climbed on the Chieu Hoi bandwagon. In
the past week two District Chiefs have written their own Chieu Hoi
messages and requested a leaflet printing of their own message:

STATE OF MEDIA

TET brought out special editions of all the District papers. And
although received very late the JUSPAO TET message apparently got included
in all of them. The Deputy Province Chief's Monthly also included the
TET message in about half of its print run as the message was received
after the printing started. Once again Qui Nhon and An Khe fall behind
with no local publications,

The Province Chief wrote his special Rural Reconstruction and Paci-
fication message which told the peoplec they must actively support the
program if 1t was to be a success. 500,000 leaflets with his message
were printed with JUSPAO assistance.

Radio Qui Whon participated in the TET campaign by playing the
taped song. This is the first instance Radio Qui Nhon has contributed
to anything that I know of. Radio Qui Whon's programming does not
greatly appeal to the people. Most of the people I have spoken with
prefer Radio Saigoni

PSYOPS COMHITTEES

There has been no meeting of the Province Psyops Committee this
month. The program calls for organization of the District Psyops
committees during the month of February. There has never been a lack
of interest in psychological operations in the Province. As mentioned
previously the Province Chief after a little JUSPAO pushing published
his Resettlement Statement. He is now going to publish his Refugee
Statement. The request by two District Chiefs for specific psyops
missions in the districts is impressive.

A Psyops Committee Meeting was finally held in Phu Yen Province,
This occurred the end of December after many postponement due to
various causes. Although the Province Chief could not attend at the
last minute and the Deputy Province Chief for Administration conducted
the meeting. The Deputy Province Chief was stunned by the lack of .
coordination betwesn services and left wanting to have weekly meetings.




SIGNS OF PROGRESS

Although no longer my Province, the Psyops Committee meeting in
Phu Yen was an accomplishment. Perhaps this will be the start of a
coordinated program.

Although only a small effort, thus far, the realization by District
Chiefs that they can employ psywar on a local level with local appeals
on basic themes is a step forward.

Again only a minor step, but the reaction by VIS td using JUSPAO
TET posters and publishing the TET statement 1s significant because

all was accomplished in such a short time,

POLICY AND PROGRAM QUESTTIONS

The biggest question being asked is by the people north of Bong Son
who want to know when an operation, particularly American Forces, will
be in their area so they can get out from under VC control?

PROBLEMS

At least at the Provincial level the lack of readily available
support that can be planned and counted upon prevents putting any plan
into operation. This support that is missing includes getting aircraft
when wanted, adequate supplies of leaflets in quantity, tape recorder
and useable and blank tapes, # supply of leaflets ordered in Hovember
is still missing and now presumed forgotten. Instead of a coordinated,
thought out program I work by handouts. Handouts of JUSPAO leaflets,
and handouts of aircraft when nothing else gets them first. This is
not nccessarily a complaint at anyone; the resources are just not
available in quantity,




Hamlet, Phu Hoa village the team sacked out without sccurity.
The VC lobbed in a few grenades resulting in seven killed and
17 wounded. The showing of movies by the PAT teams has been
temporarily suspended.

The following information was given on 30 Dec. by a captured
VC working in the field of finances. The V0 decided to sell
VC money bonds in the province of Vinh Long. The VC prepared
the people for the sale of the bonds through the use of the
following appeals:

1. The VC forces are strong anc very abundant.

2. The VC need money to fight against the US imperialists
and RVN forces in order to guarantee the security of
the people.

3. Present RVN money was inflated currency (not secured
by gold).

The bonds were to be sold in denominations of VN$R00,
VN$1000, VN$2000 and VN$5000. The VC were to pay back the
loans in 5 years. About August 1965 the central level
Cormunist party ordered the cadre from provincial, district
and village level to study and carry out the regulations. The
above planned action was never carricd out because RVN author-
ities discovered the VC theme and printed many similar bonds,
which were dropped in the VC areas. This plan was dropped for
Vinh Long.

QUESTIONS /iSKED

1. Aifter the American returns to the US does he really
remember the Vietnamese people and all of their
problems?

2. Are the Americans sentimental about Vietnam?

3. When will there bc pcace in Vietnam and the fighting
will stop?

a e




KHANH HOA
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GEWERAL SITUATION

Khanh Hoa Province was somcwhat quicter during this reporting
period. Therc was less VC activity (perhaps because of the
Christmas and Lunar New Year holidays?); the local government was
doing its best to arrest inflation by issuing a list of fair
prices for commodities; and the population was pre-occupied with

. preparations for TET,

For JUSPAO, too, this cculd be called a TET period. The
major part of our time and energy and muscles were spent on TET
plans, problems and implementation. I figure I tossed enough tone
of leaflets around various airport runways and warehouses and in
and out of trucks and eirplanes for Jimmy Hoffa to owe me at least
three years stevedore's pay.

We had a general feeling of amazement and satisfaction
that the TET campaign went as well as it did, especially in view
of the short preparation time and the enormous communications
and logistics problems. Directives from Saigon to the local
VIS were tardy and sketchy; the VN instructions to the military
concerning the new Safe-Conduct pass were all but non-existent.
Of the 70 Vietnamese men in uniform interviewed on the pass,
exactly one had ever seen or heard.of it. (The Allied record
was better, but not sensational. Our summary showed that not
more than 40 per cent of the servicemen in this Command knew of
it).

VIET CONG PROPACANDA THEMES

There was an emphasis during this period on the Christian
Chirstmas and Lunar New Year cease-fire declarations, played up
as Ugrand gestures® on the part of the National Liberation Fronte
After an explesion in a Nha Trang Special Forces compound, a
VC leaflet claimed "over 200 Amcricans killed or wounded.' The
actual couant was five serviccmen injured.

VIS ACTIVITIES

As already indicated, the VIS TET program was hampered by

Tack of specific instructions, and material, from Saigon. Song

sheets didn't arrive until schools had sut down for the holidays,
leaflcot cliches came after the Province newspaper had gone to
press, the MOI leaflets came late and sporadically and without




an indication as to when and where they were to be dropped, ete.
Nonctheless, millions of leaflets and thousands of calendars did
get out; bherc were slide and movie showings; letters were
written to North Vietnam; we did manage to get out a special TET
supplement for the Province Newspaper; there were some culture/
drema performences by the VIS and Sector teams; flags, lantcrns,
banners and slogans did fly; and there were visits to scldiers

and hospitals and the Chieu Hoi Center. Becausc VIS couldn't
handle all of the hand distribution of the leaflets, we distributed
many thousands through Sector, Special Forces, USOM, OAS, etc.

CHIEU EOI ACTIVITY

Ho progress to report on a new, or improved, Chieu Hoi Center.
Hopefully early in 1966. VIS, USOM and JUSPAC joined to gilve the
Center inhabitants some modest cxtras during the TET season -~
clothing, blankets, a radic and, of course, sweet tarts. There
was no great inflvz yet of Quy Chanhs as a result of the TET
leaflet drops.

STATE OF MEDIA

A11 media wers hitting on some cylinders, if not always with
100 octane gas, during this period. The Province ncwspaper, the
radio station and thc drama/cultural teams managed to get in TET
programs just before the holiday began, and therc were leaflets
enough for cvery man, woman, child and water buffalo in IT Corps -
it was Jjust a mattor of getting them all distributed.

I want to record that the R4th PsyOps Detachment, with 1ts
presses located in Nha Trang, conguered 1ts eguipment problems,
and its millionth leaflet was printed a foew days ago. The unit
and the 5th Air Commandos will take up new quarters shortly, side
by side at the airficeld, so that leaiflets can go from the presses
to the aircraft in a metter of wminutes.

QUESTIONS ASKED

a, Will the Americens bomb Horth Vietnam again? When?
If not, why not?

b. Will the holiday truces be meaningful? Will we see our
relatives?




BINH THUAN -~ NINH THUAN - LAM DONG

GENERAL SITUATIOH

There has been little military change in this area during the month
of January. In Lam Dong Province ARVN continues to protect the capital
city (Bao Loc) while the Viet Cong harass the surrounding areas with
leaflets, sabotage, and tax stations, In Ninh Thuan great numbers of
American troops insure the protection of Phan iang and the Buu Son
airstrip, but the Viet Cong remain secure in their four secret mountain
bases thanks to an almost total absence of air strikes in that province.
In Binh Thuan the hope of a GVN offensive is still in the air (and in
the abstract) while the Viet Cong step up somewhat the boldness of their
activities., Monetheless, Yanuary has been a month of unusual activity
and some coordination in the ficld of PsyWar, In Lam Dong and Ninh Thuan

provinces, JUSPAO -- with excellent cooperation and assistance from USOM
and MACV -~ induced provincial VIS, Chieu Hoi, and Sector S-5 Chiefs

to join forces in carrying the Tet campaing out into the hamlets,

VIET COHG PROPAGANDA THEMES

In Lam Dong Province this month Viet Cong propaganda took on a
threatening tone by promising to burn a montagnard refugee village 1o
% the ground. The refugees, located just three or four kilometers south-
west of Bao Loc, are guarded by a Popular Forces company and have been
assisted by USOM. The VC propaganda was spread in great quantity along
Highway &0 just a kilometer or so away from the refugee village.

In Winh Thuan the theme continues to be the brutality of the
Americans., Viet Cong leaflets in Binh Thuan generally both address the
Americans, exhorting them not to fight for the Washington financial
interests, and the Vietnamese govermment officials and soldiers, telling
them of Viet Long gencrosity in provising a cease-fire so that they may
travel to visit their families over Tet.

VIS ACTIVITIES

In all three provinces the VIS teams have been occupied almost solely.
with various propaganda and information programs relating to Tet. Two
other VIS activities deserve mention here:

The Binh Thuan VIS Chief's vision of a team of young ladies to provide
medical services in the namlets while simultaneously acting as spokesmen
for the government, has been realized. The MACV medic in this province
has just concluded an excellent three-week course of medical training
for sixteen remale volunteers; and, acting on the advice of JUSPAO, the




VIS chief has had a spokesman for each of the provincial services address
the trainess on the programs and projects of thelr respective offices,
After considerable prodding and encouragement from JUSPAO -~ and under
critical scrutiny from the Province Chief and the PsyWar Ministry --

the Winh Thuan VIS chief has finally launched the first issue of his
province newspaper. 1t will appear initially =s a2 bi-monthly in 10,000
copies per issue; later, says the VIS chief, weckly. The printer's cost
is 1,408VN per copy, for which JUSPAO will subsidize the first two issues,

CHIEUJ HOI ACTIVITY

JUSPAO and the Chieu Hol chief of Binh Thuan have completed two
posters which are being ferwarded to Saigon for printing immediately;
one depicting the 1life of one Quy Chanh at the Chieu Holi Center, the
other covering a Chieu Hoi "graduation" ceremory. In this venture the
load has been carried by JUSPAO, but the Chieu Hoil chief has been coope-
rative and helpful. He is still uninspired and badly in neced of direction,
but as this project has proven, he is willing to be guided into a useful
expenditure of energy.,

PSYOPS COMMITTEES

With considerable assistance from USOM and the Amsrican S-5 Advisor,
we have spent some time this month developing a plan for a more workable
PsyOps committee for Hinh Thuan province. We hope to present it to the
Province Chief for his approval within the next month. In general the
plan envisages a reorganized and enlarged PsyOps committee which, under
the chairmanship of the province chief, meets only once a month to certify
the work of two permanently active subcommittees: a survey and evaluaticns
subcommittee and a plans and operations subcormittee.

SIGNS OF PROGRESS

Three programs stand out as major signs of progress:

1. The naissance of a newspaper for Ninh Thuan province after
months of prodding, carcful explanation, and persuasion.

2. With the cooperation of the MACV medic, our success in channelling
the efforts of the Binh Thuan VIS Chief away from the creation of just
another type or VIS cadre to the training of a group of girl vclunteers
knowledgeable in medicine and in the service programs of the provincial
govermment,

3., VIS, Chieu Hoi, and S-5 in Lam Dong and Winh Thuan provinces have
for first time -- and solely as the result of American efforts ~- developed
together a coordinated program for informing hamlet residents of the Tet
Chieu Hoi program and of the anticipated dropping of a special safe-conduct
pass,
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GENERAL SITUATION

The high cost of living, the arrogance of the ARVN soldier, and the
Tet festival were the principal topics discussed by most of the people
in Bien Hoa and Long Khanh provinces during this reporting period. People
complained that prices have risen over 150% in the past Fourteen months and
over 50% in the past three months. Somé examples of the recent price
increases are: pork 120 to 180 piasters per kilo, fish 20 to 150 piasters
per kilo, shrimp 120 to 180 piasters per kilo, chicken 200 to 300 plasters
per kilo, sugar 30U to 50 piasters per kilo and a one hundred pound block
of ice 120 to 200 piasters.

The moral of the people in both provinces continues to rise. The
news of the victories at Courtenay plantation and in Hau Nghia province
brought much delight to the people with whom these events were discussed.
Most of the people have expressed the hope that the war will be over in.the
year of the horse but when asked if they would accept a settlement with
the VO under the existing conditions, they emphatically stated that they
will definitaly not accept any VC in the areas where they live at the time
of a settlement, Through these discussicns I got the lmpression that the
Vietnamese citizen expects the GV to win this war and soon but is extremely
hesitant in making a public statement to that effect. During one week I
kept a poll of the attitudes eoxpressed on this subject. Of the 53 people
talked to 59 believed the GVN was winning the war and would win soon, the
other 14 were not sure who was winning but stated additional allied troops
were necessary if the GVN expected an early victory., In no case did any
of these people believe that the V0 were wianing the war,

VIET CONG PROPAGANLA THEMES

Oni the nigiits of 24 and 30 December and 22 January the Viet Cong distris
buted leaflets, oy hand, in the city of Bien Hoa, This is, according to many
the first time the VO have distributed leaflets in this city. On  the night
of 24 December the leaflets, and there were just seven of them distributed,
wore in English addressed to the “merican officers and men in South Viet~
Nam telling them that the U.,S. govermment has been defeated, oot to obey
orders and sympabnize with the people of South Vietnam by demanding that
they be returned home., The pledge, with the names of scveral Americans
of draft age who refused to fight in Vietnom, was printed on one side of
the leaflet. The names, eighty seven of them, and the pledge appeared to
have come from an article in an American newspaper, The leaflet 1s of
superior printing quality, not like those normally produced by the VG,

4 copy of this leaflet is attached at Inclusure L.




In propaganda meectings conducted by the VC in ilhon Trach district,
Bien Hoa province, they constantly speak of taking over the district
capital and subsequently the entire province. In Xuan Loc district in
Long Khanh province the VO continue to oreach the American imperialist
theme and that they, meaning the VC, will win this war and soon. In Duc
Tu and Tan Uyen districts of Bien Hoa proviace the 7" have been attempting
to separate the varicus religious groups by condemning one group to ancther.
They have been saying that the GVN furnished more support to the Buddhists
when talking to the Catholics, anc more to the Catholics- when talking to
the Buddhists, :

VIS ACTIVITIES

The psychilogical campaign sponsored by the Bien Hoa VIS in Di An
district concluded on 4 January and could be termed a success. The timing
>f this operation, just before Tet, worked in well with the overall objective,
to win as much support as possible for the GVN in this district. Although
it will be some time. before the total results can be realized there are
many indications that the program was highly successful. In two of the
four villages Where this operaticn wes conducted the cadre were not welcome
at the beginning of the operation. At the conclusion of the operation the
cadre were given large elaborate dinners in both villages. The people had
more than just accepted them, they liked Them and didn't want to see them
leave., 4 list of the propaganda materials distributed in this operation
is as follows:

@ 5,000  slogans
,581  posters
1,881  leaflets
1,363  newspapers (in addition to the 40,000
weckly newsheets distributed)
1,602 magazines
74  banners

The cadre visited 1830 families, talked to 3973 adults, distributed medicine
to 692 peonple, conducted joilnt study periods 17 times with 2189 peocple
attending, showed numercus films, had cultural teams perform, broadcasted
over 250 hours of loudspeaker programs and presented many gifts to needy
people. A complete after action report is attached at Inclosure 8., Most

of the publications distributed in this operation were furnished by JUSPAO
as well as the films and per diem for those cadre who were visiting the
district for this operation. A similar coperation is planned to begin in
early February in Long thanh district.

A1so with assistance from JUSPAO the VIS in Bien Hoa produced a much
better newspaper just prior to Tet than this VIS »ffice had been producing.
This newspaper contained more lucal interest stories and was writtean to
meet the needs of the average Vietnamese citizen of Bien Huoa province,

It should be pointed out however that the paper still needs improvement.




In Long Xhanh the VIS produced its first monthly poster which has
a picture of most of the services of the province performing one of their
functions for the people of the province. This is te be a continuing
project with a poster of this type being produced each month., A new
reading room, with a TV box, has been built as Gia Kiem by the VIS of
Long Khanh. It 1s a very attractive building. It was built with materials
furnished by USOM and the labor from VIS, JUSPAC furnished several new
publications for the reading ruom andg numerous films for the TV box,

The VIS chiefs in both Bien Hua and Long Khanh provinces have requested
following the advice from JUSPAO, additional movie pr.jectors to be used
in the villages where district headquarters are located in conjunction with
permanent movie screens which will also be constructed in these villages,
This will permit the Tri-Lambrettas of the VIS tu go into the hamlets and
get out of the district towns where to many of them are presently being
used to show movies,

CHIEU HOI ACTIVITY

The construction of the new Chieu Hoi Center at Xuan Loc, Lomg Khanh
continues. The Quy Chanh will move into the new buildings in early February
if construection of the new center continues-on schedule. 0Of the thirty three
Quy Chanh in this center twenty nine are members of the recently organized
Chieu Hol platoon. Presently the platoon is training in the Xuan Loc area,
assuming small, three or four person size missions. These missions
include going to a specific area, talking to the people, explaining:ithe
difference between thie objectives &f the GVN and the VO, using themselves
as examples of individuals who saw the right way, rallied to the GVN and
are now very happy. In each case when a team went out it brought back
more Chieu Hois,

In Bien Hoa the situation is much different., There the Quy Chanh,
and there are 70 of them, sit around with 1little or nothing to do each
day. The interior of their living quarters 1s filthy. There are 14 bunk
beds, and the tip bunk is broken out »f four of these, for the 70 people,

STATE OF MEDIA

Both Long Khanh and Bien Hua are continuing to produce their bi-
monthly provincial newspapers. As previocusly stated the Bien Heoa newspaper
has dmproved greatly whereas the Long Khanh paper is improving but not
quite as fast. The local appesal of both papers has increased with the
appearance of more local news and interest stories.

A11 districts in both provinces, except cne in Bien Hoa, continue
to prepare mimeographed district newsheets on a weekly hasis, Those
prepared for Tet were very good, showing a great deal or thought and
ingenuity. The art work in most was pariticularly outstanding.
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