OPERATION JOHNR PAUL JORES
21 July 19 - September 1966

Following Operation BEAUREGARD, the battalion, under the
command of LTC HABRRISON, displaeced from DAK TO and KONTUM to the
now familiar beaches of TUY HOA, It was during this period that
the deslgnation of the unit was changed to thé 10th Combat Avige
tion Battalion and each of its light airmobile companies wWas re-
designated as Assault Helicopter Company. Operation JOIN PAUL
JONES had the objective of destruotion of enemy units in the TUY
HCA area and to secure the area for development of a maejor airfiejd
and logistlcal base with secure lines of communication. Tactlcal
operations commenced with the clandestine insertion of patrols and
blockling forces into the mountains surrounding VUNG RO BAY, a
natural harbor immedlately south of the TUY HOA VALLEY., The follow-
ing morning,a battalion of the lst Brigade, lOlst Alrberne Division
was helllifted into a combat assault across‘the beaches of the
harbor. Extensive search and destroy oﬁerations in the large tact-
lcal area of this operation placed heavy demands on the aviation
units of the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion which were experiencing
severe aviator shortages due to rotetion of experienced personnel,
It was not unusual during this periecd to have the officers of Head-
quarters and Headquarters Company partisipating in combat assault
operations with the assigned units, in addition to¢ their other
duties. The objectives of Operation JOHN PAUL JONES were achieved
and extensive construction in the VUNG RO BAY and TUY HOA area was
well underway prior to the termination of the operation, The
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following statistics are indicative of

aviation in this operation:

Hours Flown , . . .

Combat Assaults
Battalion Size ., .
Company Size . . .
Platoon Size . ., .

Troops Lifted , ., .

Tons of Cargo Lifted
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extensive use of

7,440

12
2
2

35.583
1,968



OPERATION SEWARD
6 September 1966 - 28 October 1966

This operation was conducted in the mountains northwest of
TUY HOA and north along the coast to block infiltration routes
and destroy enemy units in the area, As the operation progressed,
the preponderance of the tactical elements of the lst Brigade, 10lst
Alrborne Divislion were employed on searech and destroy missions in an
area approximately 30 nauvtical miles northwest of the mein command
post at TUY HOA, The 10th Combat Aviation Battalion established a
forward operating base and a tactical command post at DONG TRE to
provide more responsive aviation support and reduce the number of
flying hours which would be otherwise wasted travelling from the
field headquarters south of TUY HOA., This further fragmentation of
the battalion headquarters placed an additional burden on ths
conmand and staff sectlons, but the tactical advantages that accrued
wers obviloeus:: as the area came under the influence of the Northeast
Mongoon ralns, The aviatlion statistics for Operatlion SEWARD are as .
follows:

Hours Flown . , . . . . 7,289

Combat Assaults

Battalion Size . . . . 7
Company SiZe . » o o » 11

Platoon Size , . . . . 9
Troops IAfted ., . . . . 37,988

Tons of Cargo Lifted , 1,954
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QPEBATION GERONIMO
31 October 1966 - B December 1966

The five day perlod between Operations SEWARD and GERONIMO was
rvaged to conduct intenslve night training in formatlion flying and
formation landing., The tralning had the dual purpose of increasing
unit proficiency in night operationa and, through selection of
training areas, to execute a carefully planned deeception, On the
night of 31 October, a bajtalion sized foroe of the lst Brigade,
101st Alxrborne Division was helilifted intec, a night ocombat assault
without the use of artificial 11lluminaticn, The operation was con-
sidered a complete guccess and the following message was recelved
from BRIGADIER GENERAL WILLARD PEARSON, CG lst Airborne Divisilon
on 1 October: *] heartily commend the 10%h Combat Aviation
Battallion for its sterilng performanee in the battallon alrmcbile
assault last evening, It was truly a professional job."

Flying conditions in the TUY HOA area became extremely hazard
ous during the month of Neovember as & result of the gale-force winds
and torrential rains assoclated with the Northeast Monsoon, The con-
tinuous, respensive avliatlion suppert rendered by the battalion under
such adverse conditions required the utmost vigllance and professional
sk1ll on the part of each aviator, The avlatlion statistics for
Operation GERONIMO are as follows:

Hours Plown , . « » « « 5,616
Combat Assaults

Battalion Size . . o 4
Company SizZ€ . . o o o 2k
Platoon Size , ., . . . 9

Troops Lifted a o 4 o o© 29.?86
Tons of Cergo Lifted . . 2,535
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OPERATION PICKETT
¢ December -

On 5 December 1966, the 10th Coﬁbat Aviation Battalion de-
parted "VAGABOND VALLEY" 6 as the area south of TUI HOA wasg commonly
known, to establish a forward operating base in the vieinity of
KONTUM, approximately 200 miles northwest of DONG BA THIN, The
area of operations is characterized by high mountains and dense
jungle vegetation, During operations to date, surface winds in the
vicinity of KONTUM have ranged between 10 to 25 knots dally, and
winds in the mountains have reached levels in excess of 50 knots
with severe turbulence, The battelion has conducted experiments
to determine suitable methods for explosive preparation of landing
zoneg in the bamboo and elephant grass thlckets which are common
throughout the area, On 27 December, a battalion size night combat
agsault was successfully conducted into landing zﬁnes high on the
slopes of the mountains northeast of KONTUM without incident,

The last operational highlight for the year 1966 was a visit,
on 28 December, by GENERAL HAROLD K, JOHNSON, Chlef of Staff,
United States Army, to the field headquarters of the 10th Combat
Avistion Battalion., During this vislt, the Chlef of Staff received
a briefing on the maintenance and operating procedures of this unlt,
GENERAL JOHNSON concluded his visit by participating 1n a live=flre
demonstration aboard one of the "MINI-GUN" equipped gunships of the
battalion,
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CHAPTER V
BREFLECTIONS
#In memory‘'s eye I can see them now - forming grimly for
the attack, blue lipped, covered with sludge and mud, chilled
by the wind and rain of the foxhole, driving home to thelr
objective, and to the Judgment seat of God, I do not know the
dignity of their birth, but I do know the glory of thelr death."
These words by GENERAL OF THE ARMY DOUGLAS MACARTHUR, spoken on
14 July 1935, ring true today. Three decades later, and 1in
another strange part of the world, Ameriocans answer the call,
The methods of warfare have changed, but the saocrifices, hard-
ships, and the many faces of death remain the same,
During this first year of combat operations, the "VAGABONDS
OF VIETNAM" have traced an odyssey the length and width of Vietnam,
The 10th Combat Aviation Battallon has a recdrd second to none,
The feats of our aviation crews are legendary anong ground troops
we support. Our successful operations, and econtributions toward
the effort to stem the rising tide of Communism have not been with-
out cost., Our aviators and enlisted orew members have been called
upon to perform man& acts requiring courage, and valor above and
beyond the oall of duty. Many have never returned. They have given
their lives fighting for the principles for which we stand.
It is with humility that we dedicate this chapter to our fallen
comrades, In our future endeavors, let us be ever mindful of these

men, and the principles for which they gave thelr all.
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HONOR ROLL - 1966

ILT LEON D. PLANDERS 17 June 1966
SSG HAROLD E, WALDRON 1 July 1966
MAJ FRANK J. GUNDAKER 1 August 1966
SP5 EBRNEST M, SHUMAN, JR. 1 August 1966
SP4 DONALD D, WALLACE 1 August 1966
PFC RONAID J. RUSSELL 1 Avgust 1966
ILT WILLIAM R, BEASIEY 25 September 1966
PFC LAWRENCE WILLIAMS, JR. 25 September 1966
CPT HABRY T, WHETZEL 7 October 1966
CWO ROBERT F, CHAMBERLAIN 7 October 1966
SP5 ROBERT W, GILLIAM 7 October 1966
SP4 JOHNNY L, NEAL 7 October 1966
SGT HENRY T. LEONARD 11 November 1966
CPT JOHN J, LIVINGSTON 11 November 1966
WO TEREENCE M, ROONEY 11 November 1966
SGT MAYNARD J. HUMES 1} November 1966
SP4 LOREN S. REEVES 11 November 1966
WO DANIEL A, SULANDER 2 December 1966
WO DONALD D, HARRISON 2 December 1966
SP4 WILLIAM T. BODZICK 2 December 1966
SPl. LEE J, BOUDREAUX, JR. 2 December 1966



AWABDS FOR VALOR

In a unit that 1s as heavily involved in combat operations
as 1z the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion, valor is a relative
thing, Dally, our aviators are faced with dangers that are more
real and deadly than one coculd ever lmagine in a peacetime sit-
uatlion, Combat assaults under enemy fire are commonplace; gun-
strikes against heavily defended positions are almost a matter
of routine; and emergency extractions of surrounded patrols are
an unpleasantly recurring fact of life, Yet, out of the vast
potpourri of herols actions experienced by members of the 10th
Combat Aviation Battalion, we have those individuals whose in-
trepid gallantry 1s eo consplcuous as to single them out for
special recognition, The following synopsls of awards for cal-
endar year 1966 discloses those individuals in the 10th Combat
Avlatlon Battalion who so0 exemplified the type of herolsm common
t¢ the *VAGABONDS OF VIETNAM™;

3 January - GAPTAIN JOHN R, JENKS, 05307351, and CAPTATN LA RUE

R. ROSENGRANT, 05312474, 48th Assault Helicopter Company, were
awarded the Distingulshed Flying Cross for making an emergency
extraction of a trapped reconnaigsance patrol near PHAN RANG,

They defied heavy enemy automatic weapons fire to make the rescue,
16 Januery - FIRST ILIEUTENANT VICTOR L. DONNEL, 098409, 48th
Assault Helioccopter Company, was recommended for the Silver Star
and CAPTAIN ROBERT J. FRAZIER JR,, 084709, also of the 48th, was
recommended for the Distinguished Flying Cross for resculng a five
man Amerjican patrol that was surrounded by an estimated 100 Viet

Cong. Whlle braving heavy enemy fire, they extracted the men from
a tiny pick-up zone and carrisd them to safety,
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12 January - WABRANT OFFICER DAVID L. GREEN JR,, W315227, 117th
Assault Helicopter Company waz awarded the Distinguished Flying
Cross foxr resoulng the lone gurvivor of a helicopter that crashed
in the ocean, He lowered his helicopter until the skids were
actually below the surface of the choppy water, allowing the in-
Jjured man to crewl on the skid, He then sk1llfully dragged the
casualty through the water to safety,

25 January - PIRST LIBUTENANT WILLIE M, WILSON, 05320415, 1%5th
Alrlift Platoon was recommended for the award of the Distinguished
Flying Cross for braving enemy fire to rescue two American soldlexrs
who had been trapped by the Viet Cong,

28 January - MAJOR EEVIN E, MURPHY, 04021336, and CHIEF WARRANT
OFFiICER ROBERT A, JOHNSON, W3430291, 135th Atrlift Platoon, were
reconmended for the awexd of the Distingulshed Flying Cross for
extracting & flve men reconnsissance team that was surrounced by
a Viet Cong platoeon,

29 Jenuary - PIRST LIEUTENANT JAMES A, JACKBON, 05320239, and
SECOND LIEUTENANT RICHARD R, BOUCK, 05710611, 145th Airlift Plaw
toon were recommended for the award of the Distinguished Flying
Cross for resculng & single survivor of a Speolal Farces patrol
who was gurreunded by & Viet Cong foree that was rapidly closing
in on him, i

29 January - MAJOR KEVIN E, MURPEY, 04021336, CAPTAIN JOEN W, )
GREEN, I1I, 05412896, FIRST LIEUTENANT JUNICHI E. YAHIRO, 05408165,
FIRST LIEUTENANT JAMES A, JACKSON, 05320329, FIRST LIEUTENANT
RICHARD R, BOUCK, 05710611, PIRST LIEUTENANT EIWARD O, LEACH,
05934828, FIRST LIEUTENANT WILLIE M. WILSON, 05320415, and CHIEF
WARRANT OFFICER ROBERT A, JOHNSON, W3430291, 14s5th Airlirt Platoon,
were awarded the Distingulshed Flying Cross, These men were flying
four utllity helicopters that extracted twenty one Americans who
hadi become surrounded by a vastly superior forece of Viet Cong. The
rescu2 would not have been possible, however, without the ssgist-
ance of two gunshlps that poured deadly suppressive fire on the
erneny positions., Thesze two gunships were piloted by the following
zen who were also swarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for their
actiong: CAPTAIN JOE B, THURSTON JR., 091708, CAPTAIN D4&VID E,
HURD, 05405408, FIRST LIEUTENANT FRANK L, MACPHERSON, 053318531,

and CHIEF WARBRANT OFFICER GARY D, MARTIN, ¥W3200581,

30 Janvary - MAJOR CURTIS L, GARRETT JR., 01890237, and WARRANT
CFFICER DAVID SPURGEON, W3152755, 117th Agsault Hellcopter Company,
were awarded the Distinguished Flylng Cross for making two enrer-
gency medlcal evacuations at night through deadly enemy fire,
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J February - FIRST LIEUTENANT KENNETH B. MCLAUGHLIN, 05220501,
129th Assault Helicopter Company was awarded the Distinguished
Flying Cross for skillfully crash landing his aircraft in the
Junglzs after ezxperiencing a sudden loss of power, The landing
wag accomplished with no Injuries to the crew and only minor
danage to the helicopter.

7 February - CAPTAIN DONALD R, KELSEY, 05307234, and CHIEF WABRANT
OFFICER BENJAMIN F, WILSON, 48th Assault Helicopter Company, were
recommended for the award of the Distinguished Plying Cross for
providing cover for a ship carrying an emergency re-suvupply of
ammunition to an American force under enemy fire, the pillots of
the UH.1D carrying the ammunltion, MAJOR RAIPH W, BROMAN, 078242,
and FIRST LIEUTENANT PAUL SILVERBERGER, were also recommended for
the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross for their courageous
action,

8 February - CAPTAIN REX S, SAINDON, 05700172, 117th Assault Helj-
copter Company, was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for
saving the crew of a crashed hellcopter Just off-shore at TUY HOA,
4lthough the updrafts and other turbulence made the approach almost
lmpossitle, CAPTAIN SAINDON sklllfully touched down on a bounldexr
and evacuated all personnel,

11 February ~ CAPTAIN JOEN B. DAHILL, 086039, and FIRST LIEUTENANT
LOUIS L. SEXAUER, 05321131, 145th Airlift Platoon, were aswarded
the Distinguished Flying Cross for piloting a gunship in support
of a Vietnamese combat mission near TAN TRU, They poured a devas-
tating volume of fire on a Viet Cong force that was trapred by the
Vietnamese troops,

28 February - WARRANT OFFICER HOYE D. TTBEETTS, W3152348, 129th

ssault Helicopter Company, was awarded the Distinguished Flying
Cross for leading two armed hellcopters supporting a combat acsault
near TUY HOA, He coordinated, led and directed close air support
against the insurgent positions, all the while receiving intense
hostile ground fire,

% March - MAJOR LAVERE W. BINDRUP, OF103657, and CAPTAIN VINCENT
G, RIPOLL, 02309937, of the 48th Assault Helicopter Company, were
awarded the Digtinguished Flying Cross for a night emergency med-
ical evacuvation of two wounded Americans while undeyr fire,

L March - CAPTAIN JOHN H. BOYSEN, 085919, and WARRANT OFFICER

MERLE J, ABNOLD, W3152313, 129th Assault Helicopter Company, were
ewvarded the Distinguished Flylng Cross for each flying a helicopter
Joaded with emergency supplies to a unit that had been surrounded
near TUY HOA, After approaching the landing zone through murderous
enemy fire, the two ships succeeded in delivering theilr preclous
cargo,
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6 March - CAPTAIN JOSEPH C. GROSS III, OF106635, 129th Assault
Hellicopter Company, was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross

for leading a flight of three utility helicopters during a vital
re-supply mission near TUY HOA. Although his flight was contine
ually exposed to intensive hostile fire, CAPTAIN GROSS unerringly
led his three ships in a guccesgsful re-supply of the friendly forces,

9 March - MAJOR LAVEEE W, BINDRUP, OF103657, and FIR3T LIEUTENANT
WINDELL V. GREEN, 05406175, 48th Assault Helicopter Company, were
awarded the Distingulshed Flying Cross for making a successful
emergency landing after their ship was raked by enemy fire, saving
the ship from destruction and the crew from almost certaln injury.

12 March - MAJOR RALPH W, BROMAN, 078242, 48th Assault Helicopter
Company, was awarded the Distinguished Flylng Cross for leadling a
major night assault in the wvicinity of TUY EOA. Although the vis-
1bl1lity was poor and the landing zone slmost impossible to discern
in the darkness, MAJOR BROMAN successfully led his flight through &
hall of automatic weapons fire,

21 March -~ MAJOR AUGUSTUS L, SHEIDER JR., 082237, CAPTAIN REX E,
SAINDON, 05700172, and GAPTAIN KENNETH W, SCHERZ, OF10582C, 117th
Assault Helicopter Company, were awarded the Distingulshed Flying
Cross for making repeated re-supplles of critlieally needed sammuni-
tlon to a beleagured Americaen force near TUY BOA, Although exposed
to vicilous enemy fire, with the added difficulty of darkress to
hinder them, the mission was completed. : :

27 March - FIRST LIEUTENANT FREDDIE J, USSERY, 05318284, 129th
Assault Helicopter Company, was recommended for the award of the
Distinguished Flying Croes for delivering a critically needed re-
supply of ammunitlion and other critlcel cargo through heevy fire to
an assault force naar TUY HOA,

28 March - CWO DAVID P, DAVIS, W3151827, and CWO GEORGE M. DENT,
W320546, 129th Assault Helicpter Company, were awarded the Disting-
ulshed Flying Cross for the extraction of & trapped IRRP Team neer
TUY HOA. While CWO DENT®s pickup ship braved the enemy bullets to
make the plckup, CWO DAVIS'z gunship poured deadly suppressive fire
on the enemy positions,

30 March - MAJOR RONALD H, MEBRITT, OFi00428, and CAPTAIN HARRY T.
WHETZEL, 02293301, 129%h Ascauit Hellcopter Company, were awarded

the Distingulshied Flying Cross for the extraction of a reconnalzs-
ance patrol under extremely heavy fire near TUY HOA, Directing
suppressive machine gun fire on the enemy positlion, they accomplished

the mission,
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1l Aprll - CAPTAIN DONALD R. KELSEY, 05307234, 48th Assault
Helicopter Company, was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross
for a medical evacuation near QUI NHON., In order to allow the
"Dust Off"™ ship to make the rescue, CAPTAIN KELSEY placed his
ship betwesan the enemy positions and the resgcue shlp, drawing
&ll cf the enemy fire, '

3 April - WARRANT OFFICER RICHARD N. BLUNT, W1352780, WARRANT
OFFICER GERALD W, RAGLAND, W2216065, and PFC GLEN A, SCENEIDER,
RA 16825711, 117th Assault Helicopter Company, were swardsd the
Distinguished Plying Cross for flying contimmously for ten hours
in support of e combat operation near TUY HOA, Their ship contin-
uously defled heavy enemy fire to deliver ampunition and medical
suppllies, and to make many medical evacuations,

3 Aprll - CAPTAIN RICHARD D, AKRE, 05704107, and FIRST LIEUTENANT
HOMER J. JORDAN, 05318362, 117th Agsault Hellcopter Company, were
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for providing gun cover for
an UHao1lD attempting an emergency extraction of a small patrol near
DONG TRE. These two pilotsumleashed a torrent of deadly fire at the
enemy, allowing the pickup ship to make a successful extraction,.

3 April - MAJOR RONALD H. MERRITT, OF100428, 129th Assault Helj-
copter Company was recommended for the Distinguished Flying Cross
for extracting three members of a reconnalssance patrol who were
eéscaping firom a Viet Cong force, Without the ald of gunships,
MAJOR MERRITT bravely picked up the trio and flew them to zafety,

L April - CAPTAIN HARRY T, WHETZEL, 02293801, CWO WALTER L, FISEER,
W3150265, and CWO ROLF E. SCHOELKOPF, W3151736, 129th Assault Helils
copter Company, were awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for es-
corting an unarmed helicopter to extract a LRRP near TUY HOA, When
the UH-1D was hit by hostile fire and crashed, the gun crew immed-
lately Jettisoned their rocket pods and went to the rascue, Plcking
up the stranded troops and flying the heavily loaded aircraft tc
safety.

6 April - CAPTAIN JOHN H, BOYSEN, 085919, 129th Assault Helicopter
Company, was recommended for the award of the Distinguished Flying
Cross for flying more than ten hours in continuous support of combat
operations nsar TUY HOA, Although his alrcraft was under intense

fire during the entire time, he successfully accomplished his mission,

21 April - MAJOR HARRY J. ZELIMER, 01935738, and MAJOR AUGUSTUS L.
SHEIDER JR., 082237, 117th Asssasult Helicopter Company, were awarded
the Distinguished Flying Cross for Janding a reconnalssance team
near PHAN THIET. They flew to the gelected landing zone only to be
met by heavy automatie weapons flre. They placed suppressive fire on
the enemy positions and inserted the reconnaissence team in an al-
ternate landing zone,
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24 April - MAJOR LAVERE W. BINDRUP, OFl03657, 48th Assault Helil-
copter Company, was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for
finding and guiding a lost helloopter to safety., MAJOR BINDRUP
flew at tree top level over the enemy infested territory, located
the lost ship, and led it to safety.

18 May -~ CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER THOMAS J, SCHAUMBERG, W3200555,

and WARRANT JOHN W, HUDSON, 129th Assault Hellcopter Company, were
recommended for the Distingulshed Flying Cross for extracting an
IBRP Team that was engaged in a bitter fire fight with a superior
Viet Cong vorce, Without any gunship support, *these pllets landed
in a small jungle clearing, touched one skid to the steep slope,
and picked up the patrel,

2 June - CAPTAIN LIOYD A, SCHMID, 02284767, and CHIEF WARRANT
OFFICER ROSS E, MARKLE, W3200530, of the 48th Assault Helicopter
Company, were awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for providing
gun cover for helicopters re<supplying a friendly Vietnamese force
that was in danger of being overrun. By placing accurate suppresse
ive fire on the well armed enemy, these two pllots zllowed the
successful re-supply of the embattled Vietnamese.

3 June - CAPTAIN RICHARD D, AKRE, 05704170, FIRST LIEUTENANT

HOMER R. JORDON, 05318362, CHIEF WARBANT OFFICER HAROLD R, HERER,
W221584k4, and WARRANT OFFICER EDWIN R, CONSTANT, W3152516, 1l17th
Assault Helicopter Company, were awarded the Distinguished Flying
Cross for alding a Vietnamese unlt engaged in a bitter fire fight
With an estimated regiment of Viet Cong near DAK TO, Although their
gunships received multiple hits, and several crewmembers were in-
Jured, they poured a devestating amount of fire on the eneny,

7 June = On thls date, a large Viet Cong force suddenly attempted
to overrun an artillery position near DAK TO, The Commanding Gen-
eral of the lst Brigade, 10lst Airborne Division, and his staff
Wwere vislting the artillery positions at the time, His command and
control helicopter was airborne, circling the area when the vigicus
attack commenced. The crew of the ship was compesed of CAPTAIN
JAMES F., PRICE, 05515117, A/C, CWO GEORGE A. WECKERLE, W221L352,
STAFF SERGEANT ALLEN L. RUSSELL, RA55658190, and SPECIALIST FIVE
ORVILLE L, STOVER, RA 19781824, of the 48th Assault Helicopier
Company. They flew right into the midst of the battle, with the
crew chlef and gunner pouring fire at the enemy, The pllots mere.
uvered thelr ship to try and disrupt the enemy attack, These four
men recelved ‘the Distingulshed Flying Cross. After the attack
commenced, Joker gunships rushed to the scene, They directed an
enormous volume of flre at the attackers, and inflicted major
casualtles on the enemy, The two crews were composed of CAPTAIN
DONALD R, KELSEY, 05307234, CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER DOMINIC L.
GUCCIONE, STAFF SERGEANT ROBERT E. SHANNON, RA15556582, SPECIALIST
FIVE ALOIS MUELLER, SPECIALIST FOUR BOBBY R. HAMBY, and PRIVATE
FIRST CLASS FLOYD E. GREER, US 54364461, alsce of the 48th Assault
Hellcopter Company, These men were all recommended for the sward
of the Distingulshed Flyilng Cross.
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8 June - The following six members of the 48th Assault Helicopter
Company were recommended for the award of the Distinguished Flying
Cross: MAJOR HARRY MCK ROPER, 066246, CAPTAIN VINCENT G, RIPOLL,
02309987, CAPTAIN JAMES F, PRICE, 05515117, CWO GEORGE A. WECKERIE,
W2214352, FIRST LIEUTENANT WILLIAM T. RAGAN, 05320764, CAPTAIN
MORRIS R, STEENSON, f6r providitig gunship coveér for Alr Force CH-
43ts winching twenty slxz wounded men out of the jungle near DAK TO.
While the vulnerable CH-43's were attempting to winch out the
wounded, they came under heavy fire from fortifled gun positions,
The two gunships lmmedlately attacked the enemy posltions, and
allowed the successful extraction of the twenty six Americen wounded,

9 June - MAJOR HARRY MCK ROPER, 066246, 4Bth Assault Hellcopter
Company, and MAJOR FRANCIS D. BETTINGER, 085481, Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, 10th Combat Aviatlion Battalion, were recommen-
ad for the award of the Distinguilshed Flylng Cross for making a
night reconnalssance under enemy fire to better evaluate an area
for a forthcoming assault, The ultimate success of the assault was
due to the excellence of thelr reconnalsgsance,

9 June - CAPTAIN LESLIE J, HEPLER, 086249, was awarded the Silver
Star and WARRANT OFFICER HAROLD D, HARRISON, PRIVATE FIRST CLASS
DAVID L, ENSLIN, RA 13847584, PRIVATE FIRST CLASS CHARIES U, CAMP-
BELL, RA12738634, 117th Assault Helicopter Company, were awarded
the Distinguished Flying Cross for flying a command and control
misslion for the 1lst Brigade, 10lst Alrborne Division, During more
than ten congecutive hours of hazardous flylng, these brave men
repeatedly made emergency ammunition re-supplles, medical evacua-
tilons, and flew command personnel into meny positions actively en-
gaged 1n battle, while exposed to heawvy hostile fire,

10 June - WARBANT OFFICER BICHAHDaéi:FEDOROHICZ, W3152592, was re=
commended for the Distinguilshed Cross, and the rest of hils
crew, composed of WARRANT OFFICER RICHARD N, BLUNT, SPECIALIST FOURTH
CLASS GEORGE 0O, PEAY, and PRIVATE FIRST CLASS BRUCE T. BLACKBURN

for the Distlngulshed Flyilng Cross for making an emergency re-supnply
of critlically needed medical supplles to a unit 1lnvolved in a bloody
battle with a Viet Cong force, Although they came under murderous
machine gune fire from several locations, the re-supply mission was
accomplished. o

11 June = CAPTAIN GREGG S. BOND, OF106505, 117th Assault Helilcopter
Company was awarded the Distinguished Flylng Cross for providing

gun cover for a "Slick"” in gearch of survivors of a crashed hell-
copter near DAK TO, CAPTAIN BOND led the rescue ship to the site of
the survivors, laying a heavy blanket of fire on enemy gun positlons,
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13 June - CAPTAIN MORRIS R, STEENSON 05310067, and CAPTAIN JAMES
F. PRICE, 48th Assault Helicopter Company, were recommended for

the Distingulshed Flying Cross for actions whlle on a search and
destroy mission near DAK TO, After discovering a sizeable Viet Cong
force in the Jungle, they launched an attack on the enemy, Although
their ship was hit four times, they persisted in thelr attack and
led reinforcements to the area,

13 June - WARRANT OFFICER RICHARD J. FEDOROWICZ, W3153592, and
WARRANT OFFICER RICHARD R. IZOLD, W3152908, 117th Assault Heli-
copter Company were awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for
locating and extracting a Speclal Forces Team that was trying to
excape from a Viet Cong force near POLEI KLENG. With their machine
guns firing, and a gunshlp providing deadly close-in fire support,
the rescue was made, The gunshlp pilots, FIRST LIEUTENANT LARRY A,
JEFFERIES, 05709520, and CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER HAROLD O, CROCKS,
W2215624, 117th Assault Helicopter Company, were also awarded the
Dilstinguished Flying Cross for their courageous actions.

14 June - CAPTAIN JAMES A, MC CRACKEN, 05301776, was recommended
for the Distinguished Plying Cross for providing gun cover for a
UH-1D attempting to locate a six man reconnalssance patrol, CAPTAIN
MC CRACKEN placed deadly fire on the enemy forces and drew the
hostlle fire away from the rescue ship, insuring the success c¢f the
misslon, CAPTAIN MC CRACKEN was a member of the 129th A, H, C,.

15 June - CAPTAIN FRANCIS J. RODDY, 05404368, 117th Assault Heli-
copter Company was awarded the Distingulshed Flying Cross for ex-
tracting an LRRP Team that was in heavy contact with the eneny,
CAPTAIN RODDY defied viclous enemy fire and rescued the six man
patrol,

17 June - CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER CECIL ¢. GIBSON, W3151023, 129th
Agsanlt Hellcopter Company was awarded the Distingulshed Flying
Crcss for providing cover for a UH-1D that was to extract a be-

sleged recommnalssance patrol. Arriving at the pickup site befcers
the rescue shlp, he ilmmedilately launched heavy gun runs on the

enemy position, inflicting many casualtles, He then esoorted the
rescue ship into thé pickup zone, where the extraction was made,

18 June - MAJOR CARL R, JONES, 02266308, 48th Assault Helicopter
Company, was ewarded the Distingulshed Flying Cross for flying a
UH-1B armed helicopter in support of a combat assault near DAK TO,
When the assault ships came under heavy fire, MAJOR JONES estab-
lished a fix on the enemy, fearlessly attacked thelr positlons, and
allowed the assault to continue,

16 July - MAJOR RICHARD T. CLINE, 04030723, and CAPTAIN RICHARD G.
CHAPMAN JR,, 02297661, 129th Assault Helicopter Company, wera
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for resculng a badly out-
nmumbered Speclal Forces Team near DAK TO, Although receiving heavy
hogtlile fire, they skillfully made the pickup of the team.
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26 July - MAJOR HARRY MCK ROPER JR, 066246, 48th Assault Heli-
copter Company, was recommended for the Distinguished Flying Cross
for flying a UH=1D in support of combat operations near TUY HOA,
After receiving a call stating that two injured men were stranded
in a minefield, MAJOR ROPER unhesitatingly flew to the minefield,
hovered hls ship only incheg off the ground, and rescued the in-
Jured men,

8 Angust - LIEUTENANT COLONEL BENJAMIN I, HARRISON was awarded

the Silver Star and LIEUTENANT COLONEL FRANK R, WILSON was re-
commended for the same honor, On this date, while flying a command
and control helicopter during the conduct of a major combat hssault
near TUY HOA, they received word that an American patrol had#capu
tured an impdrtant prisoner, They promptly flew to the patrol,

which was in a bitter fire fight, Bravely defying the heavy enemy
fire, they landed in the pickup zone., §ince the area was so con-
fined, three volunteers had to stay behind to allow a successful
takeoff, After departing the area through a hail of bullets, LIEU=-
TENANT COILONEL HARRISON and LIEUTENANT COLONEL WILSON delivered the
valuable prisoner to an interrogation team, They then returned to
the patrolt's locations to pick up the men who had stayed behind,

One of these volunteers was MAJOR FRANCIS D, BETTINGER, 085481, who
was also recommended for the award of the Silver Star. After depart-
ing the helicopter, MAJOR BETTINGER immediately took his trio to
reinforce the patrol. They became engaged in a fire fight with the
enemy forces, When gunships approached the peosition, MAJOR BETTINGER
directed theilr fire to the enemy strongholds, With the aid of the
command and control ship, MAJOR BETTINGER and the trapped force were
rescued from almost certain annihilation,

13 August - FIRST LIEUTENANT WHITNEY I, YOUNG,JR., 05323085, 48th
Agssault Helicopter Company, was awarded the Distinguished F;ming
Cross for extracting an LRRP Team near DONG TRE, Without the aid
of any gunships, LIEUTENANT YOUNG flew right through the enemy fire
to the silte of the trapped team, calmly holding the ship on the
ground untll the team had boarded., He then flew through still more
hostile fire to safety.

‘14 August - CAPTAIN LOUIS T. COX JR., 04031385, and WARRANT OFFICER
RICHARD P, TAYLOR, 48th Assault Helicopter Company, were awarded
the Distinguished Flying Cross for exfliltrating an LRRP Team near
MY CANH, Because of the nature of the terrain, only two men at a
time could be lifted out., These pilots made three trips into a
difficult pickup zone under enemy fire to effect thlis rescue.

17 Aguust - WARRANT OFFICER STERLING J. ESSENMACHER, W3153045,
281st Assault Hellcopter Company, was awarded the Distingulshed
Flying Cross for making an ammunitibnoressupplylintota Vigtnansse
force that was under heavy siege. Although under intense fire, he
delivered the precious ammunition,
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18 August = MAJOR CARL R, JONES, 02266308, CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER
DOMINICK L., GUCCOINE, W3150624, 48th Assault Helicepter Company,
were awarded the Dlstingulshed Flying Cross for providing ccver

for a rescue hellcopter that was attempting to rescue an LERP Team
neer TUY HOA. The UH-1D pickup shiﬂ wag flown by CHIEF WARRANT
OFFICER THOMAS R, RAULSON, W3151094, who was alsc awarded the
Distingulshed Flylng Cross for his heroilsm. While his ship epproach-
ed the landing site with its machine guns blazing, the gunship
poured & steedy barrage of fire on the enemy positions, paving the
way for the successful rescue of the patrol,

19 August - CAPTAIN PAUL R. LALUMIERE JR,, 05405855, and CHIEF
WARRANT OFFICER ARCHIE A. HARRELL, W3150783, 48th Asgault Heli-
copter Company, were recommended for the award of the Distinguilshed
Flying Cross for rescuing an LRRP Team that had been ambushed nesr
DONG TRE. By flyling through heavy autcomatic weapons fire, and direct-
ing thelr mechine gun rire at the enemy positions, these brave
Pllots made a daring vescue of the patrol,

19 Angust - CAPTAIN JAMES A, WABREN, OF103066, WARRANT OFFICER
DANIEL A, SULANDER, and SPECIALIST FOURTH CLASS WILLIAM G. FOX,
RA16798760, were recommended for the award of the Distingulshed
Flying Cross for exfiltreting an LBRP Team in PHOUC LONG Province,
By skillfully low leveling into the area, and bringing heavy fire
on the ensmy pesitlons, the regscue was completed,

20 August - CAPTAIN JAMES I, MCDOWELL, 090269, and CAPTAIN LAWRENCE
E, PRAVECEK, 05514299, 48%th Asssult Helicopter Company, were awarded
the Distinguished Flying Cross for exfiltrating a reconnalcsance
team from the Jjungle neer DONG TRE, Although under fire from a

force that hed lein in asabush, they took the enemy forece under fire
and successfully rescued the team,

21 August - On this day, thres gunships and three unarmed ships
from the 28lst Assault Hellcopter Company were called to extrast

& reconrAalszance patrol near PHOUC LONG Province, These crews wWere
composed of the following men: CAPTAIN THOMAS P, BUCKLEY, (3320552,
WABRANT OFFICER RONALD 0, GADDIS, W3152955, SERGEANT WILLIAM C.
CARTER, RA14832293, PRIVATE FIRST CLASS LAWBENCE WILLIAMS JR.,

RA 18723297, MAJOR CURTIS GARRETT, 018380237, MAJOR REINO 0. OKSA,
071850, SPECIALIST FCURTH CLASS BENNIE J, GOINS, RA 14909058,
PRIVATE FIRST CLASS RICHARD T. COOPER, RA 55404004, CAPTAIN GENE
THOMAS STOCKWELL, 0532023%, WARRANT OFFICER DANIEL A. SULANDER,
W3152892, SPECIALIST FIFTH CLASS HEBSHEL CROSBY, RA 14882153,
SPECIALIST FOURTH CLASS JOSEPH L. TURNER, RA 19806296, CAPTAIN
LYNN F. COLEMAN, 083452, FIRST LIEUTENANT FRED B, PHILLIPS JRB,,
05710714, SERGEANT JAMES W, GOFF, RA 13820564, SPECIALIST FIFTH
CLASS FARRYL H, DAVIS, EA 17675187, CAPTAIN JAMES G, GOOD, 05309067,
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FIBST LIEUTENANT JOHN J. BYATT, 05416591, SPECIALIST FOURTH
CLASS ROBERT J, LONG, BA 19780623, FPC WILLIAM S, PERBEN, RA
14874918, and WARRANT OFFICER RONALD G. PALASCAK, W3152746,
WARRANT OFFICER GARY D, O'CONNER, W3152618, SPECIALIST FOURTH
CLASS RONNIE B. LINCH, US 53385294, SPECIALIST FOURTE CLASS
BONALD B, SCEWARTZ, US 52618317, As the flight neared the plck-
tp zone, it came undeéer murderous enemy fire, The six ships
poured an enormous volume of murderocus fire on the enemy, but
thelr resistance was still strong, As the first rescue ship went
into the pickup zone 1t received heavy fire and was shot down,
As the gunships continued to deliver their deadly suppressive
fire, the two remaining slicks managed to land and pPick up both
the patrol and the crew of the downed helicopter, All twenty
four men were recommended for the award of the Distinguished
Flying Cross,

21 Angust - MAJOR ALVERADO F. KYSAR JR., 083656, and CAPTAIN
IVAN G. SWIFT, 02297583, Headquarters and Headgquarters Company,
10th Combat Aviation Battalion and 48th Assault Helicopter Com-
peny respectlively were awarded the Distinguished Plying Crcss
for making an emergency medical evacuation near TUY HOA, Another
ship that had attempted the pickup had been damaged by intense
fire and hed to abandon the nmission,

2 September - CAPTAIN GECBGE E, DAY, 087081, and FIRST LIEUTENANT
WHITNEY L. YOUNG, 05323083, 48th Assault Helicopter Company, were
recommended for the awerd of the Distinguished Flying Cross for
extracting & reconnaissance team that nad been surrcunded bty &
superiocr énemy force, Defying intense enemy fire, the two effected
& daring rescue of the six men teanm,

44 September — CAPTAIN WILLIAM J. BEENDEL, 084658, snd FIRST LIEU-
TENANT GENE T, STCCKWELL, 05320239, 28lst Assault Hellcopter
Company, were recommended for the award of the Distinguished Plying
Cross for flying individval UH-1D helicopters involved in an ex-
traction of a Specizl Forces LRRP Team, Defying heavy enemy fire,
the two ships succeeded in meking the rescue,

12 September - The following four members of the b8th Assault
Helicopter Company were reccmmended for the award of the Distin-
gulshed Flying Cross for reegculng e reconnaissance elament that
wag surrounded by a superiocr Viet Cong force near TUY HOA, MAJOR
JOEL J, WILLIAMS, 067532, MAJOR ROBERT L. YoUNG, 077243, SPECIALIST
FOURTH CLASS DON J, KUHL, RA 19849673, and SPECIALIST FOURTHE CLASS
BOBERT W, KLINE, RA 16335220, After approaching the area through &
rainy and overcast night, the aircraft was met by a hall of bullets
83 it approached the pickup zone, With the crew chief and gunner
pouring devastating fire on the eneumy positions, the two pillots &x-
ecuted the rescue without injuries or damage to the helicopter,
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17 September - FIRST LIEUTENANT STEVEN B, DODGE, 05013874, and
FIRST LIEUTENANT THOMAS M, WALLACE, 05711218, 12%9th Assault Heli-
copter Company, Were recommended for the award of the Distinguished
Flying Cross for rescusing a "HAWK" team that hed recently besn
tnzerted near TUY AN, The pllots had to navigete through overcast
weather using a combination of time, distance and heading. The two
pliots executed a perfect approach to a small landing zone in the
Viet Cong infegted area and completed the rescue.

28 September - CAPTAIN JOHN J, LIVINGSTON, OF100878, and CAPTAIN
BRUCE J, DUBOV, 095011, 117th Assault Helicopter Company, ware
awarded the Disgtinguished Flying Cross for making a night emer.
gency extraction of a reconnaissance patrol near TUY AN. The
patrol was being purzued by a superior Viet Cong force, Although
the sky was filled with tracers, they made their approach to =
rpenlight in the small landing zone, toushed one skid to the ground,
rapidly loaded the patrel aboard, and flew them to safety,

7 October - CAPTAIN HARRY T, WEETZEL, 02253801, CHIEF WARRANT
OFFICER ROBERT F., CHAMBERLAIN, W3152395, SPECIALIST FIFTH CLASS
ROBERT W, GILLIAM, BA 19798534, end PRIVATE FIBRST CLASS JOHNNY L.
NEAL, US 55812782, 129th Assault Helicopter Company, were poste
humecusly awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for their actions
in supporting a Vietnamese company during a mission to securs «
train near DONG BA THIN. When the train came undesr attack by an es-
timated platoon of Viet Cong, the brave crew immedlately responded,
Upen completing a strefing run, the alrcraft was suddenly hit by
intense ground fire, and crsshed, k1lling all occupants,

20 October - CAPTAIN STEVEN B. DODGE, 05013874, and WARRANT CFF1CER
CARL DOHERTY JR., W3152947, 129th Assault Helicopter Company, were
recommended for the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross foo
extracting an LREP Team neai DONG TRE. As they apprcached the site
of the ingertion, they were met by intense enemy fire. At this
monent, & gunghip pileted by WARRANT OFFICER WILLIAM L. SMITE,
W3153960, came on the scene, He placed his ship between the UH-1D
and the enemy positions go as to protect the rescue ship, As hoth
shlips apprecached the plokup zone, the gunshlp waz able to locse &
devastating stream of fire on the enemy pesiticns, allowlng the.
Plckup to take place, WARRANT OFFICER SMITH was also recommended for
the award cof the Distinguishel Flying Cross.

8 Novembsr» - CAPTAIN CHARLES 8, SIMERLY, OF109296, WARRANT OFFICER
RICHARD J, MEYER, W3154218, SPECTALIST FIFTH CLASS MERLE W, MEZRS,
BA 13832086, and STAFF SERGEANT SIDNEY M, CHATMAN, RA 175482090,
129th Assault Helicecpter Company, were rescmmended for the sward of
the Distingulshed Flylng Cross for extracting a beleaguared sevsn
man LARP Teem near DONG TRE. Although under an intense volama of
fire whlle lcading the wounded, the crew accurately returned the
fire and picked up the patrol and flew them t2 zafety,
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11 November - CAPTAIN JOHN J, LIVINGSTON, OF100878, was pcst-
uwnously awarded the Silver Star, and WABRANT OFFICER TERRENCE M,
ROONEY, W3152825, SERCEANT MAYNARD J. HUMES, RA 167271790, and
SPECIALIST FOURTH CLASS LOREN S, REEVES, US 55838313, 117th Assault
Helicopbter Company, were all posthumously awarded the Distinguilshed
Flying Cross for crewing sn armed UH-1B helicopter providing gun
¢over for a combat misgsicn near PLEI DJERENG. During the battle,
this fearless crew volunteered to fly a direct assault on a well
entrenched heavy machine gun position, As they attacked the position,
they received numerous hite, and although CAPTAIN LIVINGSTON
attempted to land the aircraft in a small clearing, 1t crashed in
the Jungle, killing the entire crew,

11 Novembsr - WARRANT QFFICER FLETCHER S. STITZLE, W1353072, was
agarded the Distingulshed Flylng Cross for flying in pursuit of
TWwo enemy soldlers fleeing s battle area near TUY HOA, Although
the target of automatic weapons fire, WARRANT OFFICER STITZLE
landed his alrcraeft while his passengers initiated a search for a
suspected Viet Cong hideout, ' '

30 November -~ FIRST LIEUTENANT EDWEN S. BRAGUE, 05623617, 129th
Assault Helicopter Company, was awarded the Distinguished Flying
Cross for similating an extraction of a reconnaissance élement
to enable the patrol to regain its clandestine status, When he
arrived over the patrol's location, he immedlately began drawing
eneny flre, After skillfully decelving the enemy and pretending
to load the patrol, he called in artillery fire on the enemy
position and remained in the area until it had been destroyed,

2 December - WARRANT CFFICER DANIEL A, SULANDER, W3152892, WARRANT
OFFICER DONALD D, HARRISON, W1354175, SPECIALIST FOURTH CLASS LEE
J. BOUDREADX, JB,, and SPECIALIST FOURTH CLASS WILLIAM T. BODZICK,
US 55826395, 281st Assault Helicopter Company, were recommended
Tfor the poathumous award of the Distinguished Flying CGross for eXe
traction of a Specisal Forces team that was under heavy fire, Al-
though no gunship cover was avallable, the brave crew initlated
their approach through the intense enemy fire, As the helicopter
ettempted to depart the area with the patrol aboard, it received
mmerous hits, Although the pllots bravely tried to control the
crippled alrcraft, it crashed, killing the entire crew,

23 December - MAJOR HARBRY MCK ROPER JR., 066246, Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, 1C0th Combat Aviation Battalion, was awarded
the Dlstingulshed Flying Cross and MAJOR ALVERADO F. KYSAR JR.,
083656, alsc of Headquarters and Headquarters Company, was re-
commended for the same honor for supporting a major combat assault
n=ar PCILET KLENG., As a flight of helicopters departed one of the
plckup zones, cne of the ships lost power and crashed, MAJOR ROPER
and MAJOR KYSAR were lmrediately on the scene, calling rescue shilps
tc the areg and directing friendly fire on known enemy positions,
Thelr poise and bravery allowed the crew of the fallen helicopter
to be successfully rescued and flown to safety.
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23 December - MAJOR HERSCHELL B. STEPHENS, 02269631, 117th Assault
Helicopter Company was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for
flying a UH-1D in search of a C-130 trangport that had crashed
near TUY HOA. After locating the downed ship, MAJOR STEPHENS,
although wounded in the foot, bravely ocontinued the mission until
he wag sure there were no survlivors.

23 December - WARRANT OFFICER MICHAEL R. SMITH, W3153959, 129th
Assault Helicopter Company, was recommended for the Disbinguished
Flying Cross for resculng the crew of a ship that had crashed near
KONTUM. Although he had to literally chop his way through the
heavy jungle canopy with his rotor blades to get to hls stricken
comrades, he courageously and skillfully effected the rescue of the
entire crew. .

27 December - LIEUTENANT COLONEL BENJAMIN L., HARRISON, 065760,
Commanding Officer, 10th Combat Aviation Battalion, was recommended
for the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross for actions during
the largest night combat assault ever attempted in the Republie of
Vietnam, LIEUTENANT COLONEL HARRISON braved heavy enemy fire as he
unhesitatingly led the flight through the darkness., His navigation
was perfect, as all landing zones were assaulted precisely on
schedule, despite the severe turbulence and gusty winds in the
precipitous, Jjungle covered mountalns.
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HERALDRY
DESCRIPTION OF UNII CHEST
The “Soldiers ef the Sky® creat, spproved by the Institute of Heraldry,
United States Ammy, spd suthorized for wear by members of this unit,
consists of a gold colored metal and enamel insignia 1} inches in height.
The components are a blue annulet surmounted by a pair of gold wings with
2 black bolt barbed and flighted with gold. Beneath the basic insignia |
and crossing over the bolt is a gold stroll inscribed *Soldiers of the
Sky™ in black letters.
SYMBOLISM
The wings represent the aviation function of the battalion. The bolt,
aiso referred to as a "quarrel® is & crossbow arrow and represents the
military persomnel transported by the battalion in the Republic of Vietnam.
The annulet, a symbol of fidelity, refers to faithfulness of duty. The
bolt and the ennulet alsc suggest the numbers one and sero which correspond

to the battalion's numerical designation.
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On 29 July 1967, IAW USARV General Order 3878, the 10th Cambat Aviaticn
Battalion was awarded the Meritorious Unit Commendation for exceptionally
meritoricus achievement in the performance of outstanding service during
" the period fram December 1965 to September 1966. The battallon was cited
for being the only aviation battalion in Vietnam having a campletely
mobile field hesdquarters and forward operating base; for its capability
to displace to any location in the combat zone and undertake combat
operations within twenty-four hours of an alert order; for ite mastery
of night and clandestine operations; and, for attaining the highest

monthly level of sircraft availability ever achieved in Vietnam.

On 15 August 1967, the 10th Cambat Aviation Battalion received the
Valorous Unit Award IAW USARV General Order 4160. The battallon was
recognized for distinguishing itself by extraordinary heroism while
engaged in military operations during the period 1 January 1y66 to 2l
March 1¥66 in Operations Jefferson, Van Buren and Harrison in the Tuy
Hoa Valley. Flying incredibly long hours, the men of the 10th Combat
Aviation Battalion enabled Free World Forces to severely weaken a long
established Viet Cong rule and to protect the local inhabltants' rice
bharvest. By making large friendly ground forces highly ‘a:lmobile with-
in their operational zone, the battalion was instrumental in preventing

the Viet Cong from securing the rice harvest for their own use.



On 31 December 1967 IAK USARV General Order 6715 the 10t.h Combat Avi-
ation Battalion was awarded the Meritorious Unit Commendstion (First Oak
Leaf Cluster) for exceptionally Meritorious achievement in the performance
of outstanding service during the period 5 September 1966 to 31 March
1967. The battalion was cited for deploying its field headquarters and
aviation companies further, faster and more frequently than any other
combat aviation battalion in Vietnam; for coordinating, planning and
accomplishing missions which jnvolved the extraction and reinsertion of
a battalion sized unit with supporting artillery in the smazingly brief
period of four hours; and, for executing the first battalion sized night
operation without benefit of i1lumination. Also noted were the unit's
achievements in the development, mansgement and physical security of Dong
Ba Thin Post which were attained without detracting from its tactical

functions.
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FOREWORD

®Eager ears of the 10lst Airborne Division have strained for the
throbbing sounds of the BIUE S'lf__AR bringing reinforcements. Pained eyes
of the Lth Infantry Division Have scanned the sky for the sight of a
BEACHBUM coming in for a medevac. Amxious hands of the 25th Infantry
Division have groped for that emergency load of ammunition lifted in by the
BULLDOG or applauded the sling-loaded combat supplies brought in by
BIG WINDY. Green Berets have been doffed in salute to the MARDI GRAS.
Many troopers, pinned down by enemy fire, have been cheered by the
chuckle -of the JOK:ER,.t.he rattle of the SIDEWINDER, the hiss of the
COBRA and the howl of the WOLFPACK'S WHELL FROM ABOVE". The 10th Combat
Aviation Battalion is proud of its reputation of being able to move
anywhere, anytime; to haul anything; and to be called the "Vagabonds. of
Vietnan®. '

The promises of the new year's dawn glint mistily, shrouded by the
accomplishments of the past. During a year of effervescence, the Vagabonds
have undergone a complete transformation in organization. Gone, but not
forgotten from its rolls are the companies which have sarned for it its
name. In their shoes stand a new nucleus of the Battalion, as young as
the new year and as full of promise and expectation as 1968 itself. How-
ever, it is the attempt of this supplement to review t.hé past year and

relive what was probably the golden age of the continuing Vagabond Odyssey.
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