
OPERATION JOHN PAUL JONES 
21 July 1966 - 4 September 1966 

Following Operation BEAUREGARD, the battalion, under the 

command of LTC HARRISON, displaced from DAK TO and KONTUM to the 

now familiar beaches of TUY HOA. It was during this period that 

the designation of the unit was changed·to the 10th Combat Avia-

tion Battalion and each of its li~~t airmobile compa~ies was re-

designated as Assault Helicopter Company. Operation JOHN PAUL 

JONES had the objective of destruotion of enemy units in the TUY 

EOA area and to secure the area for development of a major airfield 

and logistical base with secure lines of communication. Tactical 

operations commenced with the clandestine insertion of patrols and 

blocking forces into the mou . .l1.tains surrounding VUNG RO BAY, a 

natural harbor immediately south of the TOY HOA VALLE"!. The follow-

ing morning, a battalion of the 1st Brigade, lOlst Airborne Dlvision 

was helilifted into a combat assault across the beaches of the 

harbor. Extensive search a"ld destroy operations ln the large tact­

ical area of this operatlon placed heavy demands 011 the a.viation 

~"lits of the lOth Combat Aviation Battallon which were experiencing 

severe aviator shortages due to roteiion of experienced personnel. 

It was not unusual during thi~ period to have the officers of Head-

quarters and Headquarters Company partiCipating in combat assault 

operations with the assigned units, in addition to their other 

duties. The objectlves of Operation JOHN PAUL JONES were achieved 

al'1d extensive constructlon ill the VUNG RO BAY and T0Y HOA area was 

well underway prior to the termination of the operation. The 
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following statistics are indicative of the extensive use of 

aviation in this operation: 

Hours Flown • 0 • 00. 7.444 

Combat Assaults 
Battalion Size • • • • 12 
Company Size • • • •• 225 
Platoon Size • • • • • 4 

Troops Lifted • • • 
Tons of Cargo Lifted 

• • 35,·583 

1.968 • 0-. 



OPERATION SEWARD 
6 September 1966 - 25 Ootober 1966 

TIlis operation was oonducted in the mountains northwest of 

~UY ROA and north along the coast to blook infiltration routes 

and destroy enemy units in the area. As the operation progressed, 

the preponderance of the tactical elements of the 1st Brigade, IOlst 

Airborne Division were employed on searoh and destroy missions in an 

area approximately 30 nautical miles northwest of the main command 

post at TUY ROA. The lOth Combat Aviation Battalion established a 

forward operating base and a tactical oommand post at DONG THE to 

provide more responsive aviation support and reduce the number of 

flying hours which would be otherwise wasted travelling from the 

field headquarters south of TUY ROA. This further fragmentation of 

the battalion headquarters placed an additional burden on the 

command and staff sections. but the taotical advantages that accrued 

were obviOUS as the area came under the influence of the Northeast 

Monsoon rains. The aviation statistics for Operation SEWARD are as . 

follows: 

Rours Flown • • • • • • 7.289 

Combat Assaults 
Battalion Size • • • • 7 
Company Size • • • •• 11 
Platoon Size • • • • • 9 

Troops Lifted • • • •• 37.988 

Tons of Cargo Lifted •• 1.954 



OPERAXION GERONIMO 
31 October 1966 = 4 December 1966 

The flve day perlod between Operatlons SEWARD and GERONIMO was 

used to conduct intenslve nlght tralning In formatlon flying and 

formatlon landlng. The tralnlng had the dual purpose of Increaslng 

unit proficiency in night operations and. through selection of 

trainlng areas, to exeoute a carefully planned deceptlon. On the 

night of 31 October, a battalion sized foroe of the 1st Brigade, 

lOlst Airborne Division was helillfted into,a night combat assault 

wIthout the use of artlficial illumlnation. The operatIon was oon­

sidered a complete suooess and the followIng message was received 

from BRIGADIER GENERAL WIT,LARD PEARSON, eG 1st Airborne Divlsion 

on 1 october: "I heartlly commend the 10th Combat A'1rlation 

Battalion for Its sterling performanoe in the battallon airmobile 

assault last evening. It was truly a professlonal job." 

Flying oondltlons in the TUY BOA area became extremely hazard= 

ous during the month of November as a result of the gale=force Winds 

and torrentlal rains assooiated wlth the Northeast Monsoon, The con= 

tinuous. responslve avlation support rendered by the battalion under 

such adverse condltions required the utmost vIg1lance and professional 

skll1 on the part of eaoh avlator. The aviatlon statistics for 

Operation GERONIMO are as follows: 

Hours Flown 
It '" II • " " 

5,616 

Combat Assaults 
Battallon Size • • • • 4 
Company Size • • • •• 24 
Platoon Size • • • • • 9 

Troops Lifted • 29.786 

Tons of Cargo Lifted • • 2.535 
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OPERATION PICKETT 
9 December 1966 = 

On 5 December 1966, the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion de~ 

parted "VAGABOND VALLEY". as the area south of TUY BOA was commonly 

known. to establish a forward operating base in the vioinity of 

KONTUM. approximately 200 miles northwest of DONG BA THIN. The 

area of operations is characterized by high mountains and dense 

jungle vegetation. During operations to date. surface winds in the 

vicinity of KONTUM have ranged between 10 to 25 knots daily, and 

winds in the mountains have reached levels in excess of 50 knots 

with severe turbulence. The battalion has conducted experiments 

to determine suitable methods for explosive preparation of landing 

zones in the bamboo and elephant grass thickets which are common 

throughout the area. On 27 December. a battalion size night combat 

assault was successfully conducted into landing zenes high on the 

slopes of the mountains northeast of KONTUM without incident. 

The last operational highlight for the year 1966 was a visit, 

on 28 December, by GENERAL HAROLD K. JOHNSON, Chief of Staff. 

United States Army, to the field headquarters of the 10th Combat 

Aviation Battalion. During this Visit. the Chief of Staff received 

a brief1ng on the maintenance and operating procedures of this unit. 

GENERAL JOHNSON concluded his visit by participating in a live~fire 

demonstrat10n aboard one of the "MINI-GUN" equipped gunships of the 

battalion. 
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CHAPTER V 

REFLECTIONS 

"In memory's eye I can see them now - forming grimly for 

the attack, blue lipped, covered with sludge and mud. chilled 

Qy the wind and rain of the foxhole. driving home to their 

objective. and to the Judgment seat of God. I do not know the 

dignity of their birth. but I do know the glory of their death." 

These words by GENERAL OF THE ARMY DOUGLAS MACARTHUR. spoken on 

14 July 19.35. ring true today. Three decades later, and in 

another strange part of the world. Americans answer the call. 

The methods of warfare have changed, but the sacrifices. hard­

ships, and the many faces of death remain the same. 

During this first year of combat operations, the "VAGABONDS 

OF VIETNAMn have traced an odyssey the length and width of Vietnam. 

The lOth Combat Aviation Battalion has a record second to none. 

The feats of our aviation crews are legendary among ground troops 

we support. Our successful operations, and contributions toward 

the effort to stem the rising tide of Communism have not been with­

out cost. Our aviators and enlisted crew members have been called 

upon to perform many aots requiring oourage, and valor above and 

beyond the oall of duty. Many have never returned. They have given 

their lives fighting for the principles for whioh we stand. 

It is with humility that we dedicate this chapter to our fallen 

comrades. In our future endeavors, let us be ever mindful of these 

men, and the principles for whioh they gave their all. 



HONOR ROLL - 1966 

ILT LEON D. PLANDERS 

SSG HAROLD E. WALDRON 

MAJ PRANK J. GUNDAKER 

SP 5 ERNEST M • SHUMAN • JR. 

SPlj. DONALD D. WALLACE 

PPC RONALD J. RUSSELL 

ILT WILLIAM R. BEASLEY 

PPC LAWRENCE WILLIAMS, JR. 

CPT HARRY T. WHETZEL 

CWO ROBERT P. CHAMBERLAIN 

SP5 ROBERT W. GILLIAM 

sp4 JOHNNY L. NEAL 

SGT HENRY T. LEONARD 

CPT JOHN J. LIVINGSTON 

WO TERRENCE M. ROONEY 

SGT MAYNARD J. HUMES 

sp4 LOREN S. REEVES 

WO DANIEL A. SULANDER 

WO DONALD D. HARRISON 

splj. WILLIAM- T. BODZICK 

SPlit LEE J. BOUDREAUX, JR. 
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AWARDS FOR VALOR 

In a unit that 1s as heavlly lnvolved ln combat operatlons 

as ls the lOth Combat Avlatlon Battallon, valor 1s a relatlve 

thlng. Dally, our avlators are faced wlth dangers that are mOre 

real and deadly than one could ever lmag1ne ln a peacetime slt~ 

nation. Combat assaults under enemy flre are commonplace, guDP 

strikes against heavily defended posltlons are almost a matter 

of routlne; and emergency extractlons of surrounded patrols are 

an unpleasantly recurrlng fa~t of 11fe. Yet, out of the vast 

potpourri of heroio actlons experienced by members of the 10th 

Combat Aviatlon Battallon, we have those lndivlduals whose i~ 

trepld gallantry ls so consplcuous as to s1ngle t~.. out for 

special recognltion. The following synopsls of awards for cal= 

endar year 1966 dlscloses those 1ndlvlduals 1n the lOth Combat 

Aviat10n Battallon who so exempllf1ed the type of herolsm common 

to the "VAGABONDS OF VIETNAM"I 

3 January = OiPTAIN JOHN R. JENKS, 0530'7351, and CAPTAIN LA RUE 
R. ROSENGRANT, 053124'74, 48th Assault Helicopter Company, were 
awarded the Distingulshed Flying Cross tor making an emergency 
extraotlon of a trapped reconnaissance patrol near FRAN RANG. 
They defied heavy enemy automatlc weapons fire to make the rescue, 

10 January ~ FIRST LIEUTENANT VICTOR L. DONNEL, 098409, 48th 
Assault Helicopter C~mpany. was recommended for the SlIver Star 
and CAPTAIN ROBERT J. FRAZIER JR., 084'709. also of the 48th, was 
recommended fo~the Distinguished Flying Cross for rescuing a five 
man Amer10an patrol that was surrounded by an estimated 100 Vlet 
Conga Wh1le braving heavy enemy flre. they extracted the men from 
a tiny plck~up zone and carried them to safety. 



12 January .. WARRANT OFFICER DAVID L. GHEEN JR •• W3l5227. 117th 
Assault Helicopter Company was awarded the DIstInguIshed Flying 
Cross for resouing the lone survIvor of a helicopter that crashed 
in the oceWl. He lowered his helIcopter untIl the skids were 
actually below the surfaoe of the choppy water. allowIng the iu~ 
jured man to orawl on the skid. He then skIllfully dragged the 
oasualty through the water to safety. 

25 January - FIRST LIEUTENANT WILLIE M. WILSON, 05320415. li.;.5th 
Airlift Platoon was reoommended for the award of the Dlstl~~im1ed 
Flying Cross for braving enemy fire to rescue two American soldIers 
who had beO!Jn trapped by the Viet Congo 

28 January = MAJOR KEVIN E. MURPHY, 04021336. and CHIEF WARRL~T 
OFFICER ROBERT A. JOHNSON. W34J029l. 1~5th Airlift Platoon. were 
recollJ.!!lended for the award of the DIstinguished FlyIng Cross for 
extraoting a fIve man reconnaissance team that was surround.ed by 
a VIet Cong platoon. 

29 January = FIRST LIEUTENANT JAMES A. JACKSON. 05320239. ~~d 
SECOND LIEUTENAN~ RICHARD R. BOUCK, 05710611. 145th Airlift Pl~ 
toon were recommended for the award of the DistInguished Flying 
0ross for rescuing a single survIvor of a Special Forces patrol 
who was surrounded by a VIet Cong foroe that was rapidly closing 
in on him. ' 

29 January - MAJOR KEVIN E. MURPHY, 04021336, CAPTAIN JOHNW. 
GREEN, III. 05412896. FIRST LIEUTENANT JUNICHI E. YAHIRO. 05406165. 
FIRST LIEUTENANT JAMES A. JACKSON, 05320329. FIRST LIEUTENANT 
RICHARD Ii. BOUCK, 05710611. FIRST LIEUTENANT EIMAlID O. LEACH. 
0.5914828, FIRST LIEUTENANT WILLIE M. WILSON, 05320415. and CHIEF 
WARR~~T OFFICER ROBERT A. JOHNSON, WJ430291. l45th Airlift Platoon, 
were awarded the Distinguished FlyIng Cross. ~ese men were flying 
four utility helIcopters that extracted twenty one Americ~~s who 
herl become surrounded by e. vastly superior force of VIet Coag. The 
rescue would not have been possible. however. Without the assist­
a.~ce of two gunships that poured deadly suppressIve f1re on the 
er~my positions. ~ese two gunships were pIloted by the followi!~ 
men who were also awarded the D1stinguished Flying Cross for their 
actions: CAPTAIN JOE B. THURSTON JR •• 091708. CAPTAIN DAVID E. 
HURD, 051,05408, FIRST LIEUTENANT FRANK L. MACPHF;RSON. 05318531, 
aud CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER GARY D. MARTIN, W320058l. 

30 January = MAJOR CURTIS L. GARRETT JR., 01890237. and WAP..RANT 
OFFICER DAVID SPURGEON, W3l52755. 117th Assault Helicopter Comp~~. 
were awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for making ~~O emer~ 
genoy medical evacuations at night through deadly enemy fire. 



3 February - FIRST LIEUTENANT KENNETH B. HCLAUGHLJN, 05220501, 
129th Assault He1100pter Company was awarded the D1st1ngu1shed 
Fly1ng Cross for sk111fully crash land1ng h1s a1rcraft 1n the 
jungle after exper1enc1ng a sudden loss of power. The land1ng 
was accomp11shed w1 th no 1njur1es to the crew and only m1nor 
damage to the helioopter. 

7 FeJbruar-.r - CAPTAIN DONALD R. KELSEY, 05307234, and CHIEF WABRANT 
OFFICER BENJAMIN F. WILSON, 48th Assault Helioopter Company. were 
recommended for the award of the D1st1ngu1shed Fly1ng Cross for 
prov1ding cover for a ship carrying an emergency·re-supply of 
a~~un1t10n to an Amer1can foroe under enemy f1re, the p110ts of 
the UH~lD carry1ng the ammun1t10n, MAJOR RALPH W. BROMAN, 078242, 
and FIRST LIEUTENANT PAUL SILVERBERGER, were also recommended for 
the award of the DistInguished Fly1ng Cross for their courageous 
act1on. 

8 February - CAPTAIN REX S. SAINDON, 05700172, 117th Assault Heli­
copter Company, was awarded the D1st1nguished Fly1ng Cross for 
Ga'1:lng the crew of a crashed helicopter just off-shore at TUY HOA. 
Alti:lough the updrafts and other turbulence made the approach almost 
impossible. C)~TAIN SAINDON sk111fully touched down on a boulder 
and evacuated all personnel. 

11 February - CAPTAIN JOHN B. DAHILL, 086039. and FIRST LIEUTENANT 
LOUIS L. SEXAUER, 05321131. 14Sth AirlIft Platoon, were awarded 
the Disting;ulshed Fly1ng Cross for pilot1ng a gunship in support 
of a Vietnamese combat m1ss1on near TAN TRU. They poured a devas­
tating volume of fIre on a V1et Cong force that was trapped by the 
Vietnamese troops. 

28 February - WARRANT OFFICER HOYE D. TTBlETTS, W3152348. 129th 
Aoe,ault HelIcopter Company, was awarded the Dist1ngu1shed Flying 
Cross for leading two armed helicopters support1ng a combat assault 
near Tl~ HOA. He coordInated, led and directed close air support 
agaInst the 1nsurgent positions, all the wh11e rece1ving intense 
hostile ground fire. 

4 March - MAJOR LAVERE W. BINDRUP, OFI03657. and CAPTAIN VINCENT 
G, RIPOLL, 02309937. of the 48th Assault He11copter Company. l'l'ere 
~r"Tarded the DistingUIshed Fly1ng Cross for a n1ght emergency med­
ical evacuatlon of two wounded Amer1cans while under fIre, 

4 Mercb - CAPTAIN ,TOHlJ H. BOYSEN, 085919, a..11.d WABRANT OFFICER 
MERLE J. ARNOLD, W3152313. 129th Assault He11copter Company, 'Irere 
awarded the Distingnished Flyir.g CrOss for each fly1ng a 1:H'llicopter 
loaded wIth emergency supplies to a un1t that had been surrounded 
near TUY ROA. After approach1ng the landIng zone through mt~rderous 
~nemy f1re, the two shlps succeeded in delivering the1r precious 
cargo 0 
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6 March - CAPTAIN JOSEPH C. GROSS III, OFI066)5, 129th Assault 
Helicopter Company, was awaTded the Distinguished Flying Cross 
for leading a fli~~t of three utility helicopters during a vital 
r~~supply mission near TUY HOA. Although his flight was contin~ 
ually exposed to inte1.lsi ve hos-l;:l.le fire, CAPTAIN GROSS· unerringly 
led his three ships in a successful re-supply of the friendly forces. 

9 March - MAJOR LAVERE W. BINDRUP. OFIO)65? and FIRST LIEUTENANT 
WINDELL V. GREEN, 05406175. 48th Assault Helicopter Company. were 
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for making a successful 
emergency landing after their ship was raked by enemy fire, savi~~ 
the ship from destruction and the cr~w from almost certain injury. 

12 March ~ MAJOR RALPH W. BROMAN, 078242, 48th Assault Helicopter 
Company, was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for leading a 
major night assault in the vicinity of TUY HOA. Although the vis~ 
ibl1ity was poor and the landing zone almost impossible to discern 
in the darkness. MAJOR BROMA.~ successfully led his flight throUgh a 
hall of automatic ;reapons fire. 

21 March - MAJOR AUGUSTUS L. SHEIDER JR., 082237. CAPTAIN REX E. 
SAINDON, 05700172. and CAPTAIN KENNETH W. SCHERZ. OFl05820, l17th 
Assault Helicopter Company. were awarded the Distinguished Flying 
Cross for making repeated re~supplies of critically needed ammuni­
tIon to a beleagured American force near TUY ROA. Although exposed 
to vicious enemy fIre, with the added difficulty of darkness to 
hinder them. the mission was completed. 

27 March - FIRST LIEUTENANT FREDDIE J. USSERY, 05318284, l29th 
Assault Helicopter Company, was recommended for the award of the 
DistingUished Flying Cross for delivering a critically needed re~ 
supply of ammuni't;ion and other cri tioal oargo through heavy fire to 
an assault force near TUY HOA. 

28 March _ CWO DAVID P. DAVIS, W3151827, and CWO GEORGE M. DENT, 
W320546, 129th Assault Hellcpter Company, were awarded the Disting~ 
uished Flying Cross for the extraction of a trapped LRRP Team near 
TUY HOA. While ~NO DENT1s pickup ship braved the enemy bullets to 
make the piokup, ~NO DAVIS!s gunship poured deadly suppressive fire 
on the enemy positions. 

30 ~~rch - MAJOR RONALD H. MERRITT, OFloo428, and CAPTAIN HARRY T. 
WHETZEL, 02293801, l29th Assault Helicopter Company. were awarded 
the Distingulsned Flying Cross for the extraction of a recom1alss­
anee patrol under extremely heavy fire near TUY ROA,' Directing 
suppressive machiae gun fire on the enemy posltlon:they. aocomplished 
the mission. 



1 .AJ>rll - CAPTAIN DONALD R. KELSEY, 05307234, 48th Assault 
Helioopter Company. was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross 
for a medical evacuation near QUI NEON. In order to allow the 
"Dllst Off" ship to make the rescue, CAPTAIN KELSEY placed his 
ship between the enemy positions and the rescue ship, drawing 
all of the enemy fire", 

:3 April - WARRANT OFFICER RICHARD N. BLUNT, W1352780, WARRANT 
OFFICER GERALD W. RAGLAND, W2216065, and PFC GLEN A. SCHNEIDER, 
RA 16825711, 117th Assault He.;Uoopter Company, were awarded the 
Distinguished Flying Cross for flying continuously for ten hours 
in support of a oombat operation near TOY HOA. Their ship oontin~ 
uously defied heavy enemy fire to deliver ammun,itlon and medioal 
supplies, and to make many medioal evacuations. 

3 April - CAPTAIN RICHARD D. AKBE, 05704107, and FIRST LIEUTENANT 
HOMER J. JORDAN, 05318362, 117th Assault Helioopter Company, were 
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for providing gun oover for 
an UH-lD attempting an emergenoy extraotion of a small patrol near 
DONG THE, These two pilots unleashed a torrent of deadly fire at the 
enemy, allowing the piokup ship to make a successful extraotion, 

3 .AJ>ril - MAJOR RONALD H. MERRITT, OFI00428, 129th Assault Heli­
copter Cpmpany was reoommended for the Distinguished Flying Cross 
for extr"~cting three members of a reoonnaissanoe patrol who were 
escaping from a Viet Cong foroe. Without the aid of gunships, 
MAJOR MERRITT bravely picked up the trio and flew them to safety. 

4- April - CAPTAIN HARRY T. WHETZEL, 02293801, CWO WALTER L. FI SElER , 
W]150265. and CWO ROLF E. SCHOELKOPF, W3151736, 129th Assault HeU ... 
copter Company, were awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for es­
corting an unarmed helioopter to extraot a LRRP near TOY HOA. When 
the UH~lD was hIt b.1 hostile fire and crashed, the gun crew immed­
iately jettisoned their rooket pods and went to the rescue, picking 
up the stranded troops and flying the heavily loaded aircraft to 
safety. 

6 April - CAPTAIN JOHN H. BOYSEN, 085919, 129th Assault Helicopter 
Company, was reoommended for the award of the Distinguished Flying 
Cross for flying more than ten hours in continuous support of combat 
operations near TOY HOA. Although his airoraft was under intense 
fire during the entire time, he suooessfully aocomplished his mission. 

21 AprIl - MAJOR HARRY J. ZELLMER, 01935738, and MAJOR AUGUSTUS L. 
SHEIDER JR., 082237, 117th Assault Helioopter Company, were awarded 
the Distinguished Flying Cross for lsnding a reconnaissance team 
near PEAN THIET. They flew to the seleoted landing zone only to be 
met by heavy automatic weapons fire. They placed suppressive fire on 
the enemy positions a~d inserted the reconnaissance team in an al~ 
ternate landing zone, 



24 April - MAJOR LAVEBE W. BINDRUP, OFlOJ657, 48th Assault Heli­
copter Company, was awarded the DIstInguIshed FlyIng Cross for 
finding and guIdIng a lost helioopter to safety. MAJOR BINDRUP 
flew at tree top level over the enemy Infested territory, looated 
the lost shIp, and led it to safety~ 

18 May - CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER THOMAS J. SCHAUMBERG, W3200555, 
and WARRANT JOHN W. HUDSON, 129th Assault Helioopter Company, were 
reoommended for the DIstinguished Flying Cross for extraoting an 
LHRP Team that was engaged in a bitter fire tight wIth a superior 
VIet Cong voroe, WIthout any gunshIp support. these pilots landed 
in a small jungleolearing. touohed one skid to the steep slope, 
and picked up the patrol. 

2 ~~e - CAPTAIN LLOYD A. SCHMID. 02284767 and CHIEF WARRANT 
OFFICER.ROSS E. MARKLE. "3200530. of the 48th Assault Helicopter 
Company. were awarded the DistinguIshed Flying Cross for providing 
gun oover for helicopters re=supplying a friendly Vietnamese foroe 
that was in danger of being overrun. By placing ac'ourate suppress­
ive fire on the well armed enemy. these two pilots allowed the 
successful re-supply of the embattled Vietnamese. 

3 June - CAPTAIN RICHARD D. AKRE. 05704170. FIRST LIEUTENANT 
HOMER R •. JORDON. 05318362, CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER HAROLD R. HEBER, 
W2215844. and WARRANT OFFICER EDWIN R. CONSTANT. W3152516, 117th 
Assault HelIcopter Company. were awarded the Distinguished Flying 
Cross for aiding a Vietnamese unit engaged in a bitter fire fIght 
with an estimated regIment of Viet Cong near DAK TO. Although their 
gunships received multiple hits, and several orewmembers were in= 
jured, they poured a devastatIng amount of fire on the enemy. 

7 June - On thIs date, a large Viet Cong foroe suddenly attempted 
to overrun an artillery posItion near DAK TO. The Commanding Gen­
eral of the 1st Brigade, 101st Airborne Division •. and his staff 
were visiting the artillery positions at the time. His command and 
oontrol helicopter was airborne. oircling the area when the vicious 
attack commenced. The orew of the ship was composed of CAPTAIN 
JAMES F. PRICE, 05515117. AlC. CWO GEORGE A. WECKERLE, W2214352. 
STAFF SERGEANT ALLEN L. RUSSELL. RA55658190, and SPECIALIST FIVE 
ORVILLE L. STOVER. RA 19781824. of the 48th Assault Helicopter 
Company. They flew right into the midst of the battle, with the 
crew chief a.'1.d gunner pouring fire at the enemy. The pilots !Il~lre... 
uvered their ship to try and disrupt the enemy attack. These f0~X 
men reoeived-the Distinguished Flying Cross. After the attack 
commenced. Joker gunships rushed to the scene. They directed an 
enormous volume of fire at the attackers, and inflicted major 
casualties on the enemy. The two crews were composed of CAPTAIN 
DONALD R. KEI-SEY, 05307234. CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER DOMINIC L. 
GUCCIONE, STAFF SERGEANT ROBERT E. SHANNON, RAl5556582. SPECIALIST 
FIVE ALOIS MUELLER, SPECIALIST FOUR BOBBY R. HAMBY. and PRIVATE 
FIRST CLASS FLOYD E. GREER, US 54364461, also of the 48th Assault 
Helicopter Company. These men were all recommended for the award 
of the Distinguished Flying Cross. 
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8 June - The following six members of the 48th Assault Helicopter 
Company were recommended for the award of the D1stinguished Flying 
Cross: MAJOR HARRY MCK ROPER, 066246, CAPTAIN VINCENT G. RIPOLL, 
02309987, CAPTAIN JAMES F. PRICE, 05515117. CWO GEORGE A. WECKERLE. 
W22l4352. FIRST LIEUTENANT WILLIAM T. RAGAN. 05320764, CAPTAIN 
MORRIS R. STEENSON, fOr provldl~ Stinship cqver for Air Force CH-
43's winching twenty six wounded men out of the jungle near DAK TO. 
While the vulnerable CH-43's were attempting to winch out the 
wounded. they came under heavy fire from fortified gun positions. 
The two gunships immediately attaoked the enemy positions, and 
allowed the successful extraction of the twenty six American wounded. 

9 June - MAJOR HARRY HCK ROPER, 066246, 48th Assault Helicopter 
Company, and MAJOR FRANCIS D. BETTINGER, 085481, Headquarters and 
Headquarters Company, 10th Combat Aviation Battalion, were recommen­
ad for the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross for making a 
night reconnaissance under enemy fire to better evaluate an area 
for a forthcomIng assault. The ultimate success of the assault was 
due to the excellence of theIr reconnaissance, 

9 June - CAPTAIN LESLIE J. HEPLER, 086249, was awarded the Silver 
star and WARRANT OFFICER HAROLD D. HARRISON, PRIVATE FIRST CLASS 
DAVID L. ENSLIN RA 13847584 , PRIVATE FIRST CLASS CHARLES U. CAMP­
BELL, HAl2738634, l17th Assault Helicopter Company, were awarded 
the Distinguished Flying Cross for flying a command and control 
mission for the 1st Brigade, 101st.A1rborne Division. During more 
than ten consecutive hours of hazardous flying, these brave men 
repeatedly made emergency ammunition re-supplies, medical evacua­
tions, and flew command personnel into many positions actively en­
gaged in battle, while exposed to heavy hostile fire. 

10 June - WARRANT OFFICER RICHARD<-L, ,FEDOROWICZ, W3l52592. was re­
commended for the Distinguished ~~ Cross, and the rest of his 
crew, composed of WARRANT OFFICER RICHARD N. BLUNT, SPECIALIST FOURTH 
CLASS GEORGE O. PEAY, and PRIVATE FIRST CLASS BRUCE T, BLACKBURN 
for the DistingUished Flying Cross for making an emergency re-supply 
of critically needed medical supplies to a unit involved in a bloody 
battle with a Viet Cong force. Although they came under murderous 
machine gune fire from several locations, the re-supply mission was 
accomplished. ' 

11 June - CAPTAIN GREGG S. BOND, OFl06505. 117th Assault Helicopter 
Company was aw~ed the DistinguIshed Flying Cross for providing 
gun cover for a "Slick" in searoh of survivors of a crashed heli­
copter near DAK TO. CAPTAIN BOND led the rescue ship to the site of 
the survIvors. layIng a heavy blanket of fire on enemy gun positions. 

V-9 



13 June - CAPTAIN MORRIS R. STEENSO~ 05310067. and CAPTAIN JAMES 
F. PRICE, 48th Assault Helicopter Company, were recommended for 
the Distinguished Flying Cross for actions while on a search and 
destroy mission near DAK TO. After disoovering a sizeable Viet Cong 
force in the jungle, they 1aunohed an attaok on the enemy. Although 
their ship was hit four times, they persisted in their attaok and 
led reinforcements to the area. 

13 June - WAHHANT OFFICER RICHARD J. FEDOROWICZ, W3153592. and 
WAHHANT OFFICER RICHARD R. IZOLD, W3152908. 117th Assault Heli­
copter Company were awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for 
locating and extraoting a Special Foroes Team that was trying to 
excape from a Viet Cong foroe near POLEI KLENG. With their machine 
guns firing, and a gunship providing deadly close-in fire support, 
the rescue was made. The gunship pilots, FIRST LIEUTENANT LARRY A. 
JEFFERIES, 05709520, and CHIEF WAHHANT OFFICER HAROLD O. CROOKS. 
W2215624. 117th Assault Helicopter Company, were also awarded the 
Distinguished Flying Cross for their courageous actions. 

14 June - CAPTAIN JAMES A. MC CRACKEN. 05301776. was recommended 
for the Distinguished Flying Cross for providing gun cover for a 
UH-ID attempting to locate a six man reconnaissance patrol. CAPTAIN 
MC CRACKEN placed deadly fire on the enemy forces and drew the 
hostile fire away from the rescue shiP. insuring the success of the 
mission. CAPTAIN MC CRACKEN was a member of the 129th A. H. C. 

15 June - CAPTAIN FRANCIS J. RODDY. 05404368. l17th Assault He1i~ 
oopter Company was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for ex­
traoting an LRRP Team that was in heavY oontaot with the enemy. 
CAPTAIN RODDY defied vicious enemy fire and rescued the six man 
patrol. 

17 June - CHIEF WAHH&~T OFFICER CECIL C. GIBSON, W3l51023. l29th 
Assault Helicopter Company was awarded the Distinguished Flying 
Cress for providing cover for a UH-lD that was to extract a be_ 
sieged reconnaissance patrol. Arriving at the pickup site before 
the rescue shiP. he immediately launched heavY gun runs on the 
enemy position. inflicting many casualties. He then escorted the 
rescue ship into the pickup zone. where the extraction was made. 

18 June - ~~OR CARL R. JONES. 02266308. 48th Assault Helicopter 
Company, was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for flying a 
l~-lB armed helicopter in support of a combat assault near DAK TO. 
When the assau~t ships came under heavY fire, MAJOR JONES esta~ 
lished a fix on the enemy. fearlessly attacked their pOSitions, a~d 
allowed the assault to continue. 

16 July - MAJOR RICHARD T. CLINE. 04030723. and CAPTAIN RICHARD G. 
CHAPMAN JR •• 02297661, 129th Assault Helicopter Company. wer~ 
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for rescuing a badly out­
numbered Special Forces Team near DAK TO. Although receiving heavy 
hostile fire, they skillfully made the piCkup of the team. 
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26 July - MAJOR HARRY MCK ROPER JR, 066246. 48th Assault Heli­
copter Company, was recommended for the D1st1ngu1shed Flying Cross 
for flying a UK-lD in support of combat operations near TOY HOA. 
After receiv1ng a call stat1ng that two injured men were stranded 
in a minefield. MAJOR ROPER unhes1tat1ngly flew to the minefield, 
hovered his ship only inohes off the ground, and rescued the in­
jured men. 

8 August - LIEUTENANT COLONEL BENJAMIN L. HARRISON was awarded 
the Silver Star and LIEUTENANT COLONEL Im.ANK R. WIlSON was re­
commended for the same honor. On this date, wh11e flying .~ comme..!ld 
and control he1ioopter during the oonduot of a major combat ~ssau1t 
near TUY HOA, they received word that an Amerioan patrol had'cap­
tured an important prisoner. They promptly flew to the patro~, 
whioh was in a bitter fire fight. Bravely defying the heavy enemy 
fire. they landed in the pickup zone. f;liince the area was so oon~ 
fined, three volunteers had to stay behind to allow a suooessfu1 
takeoff. After departing the area through a hail of bullets, LIEU­
TENANT COLONEL HARRISON and LIEUTENANT COLONEL WIlSON delivered the 
valuable prisoner to an interrogation team. They then returned to 
the patrol's 10oations to piok up the men who had stayed behind. 
One of these volunteers was MAJOR FRANCIS D~ BETTINGER, 085481. who 
was also recommended for the award of the Silver Star.· After depart­
ing the helicopter, MAJOR BETTINGER immediately took his trio ,to 
reinforoe the patrol. They beoame engaged in a fire fight witQ the 
enemy forces. When gunships approached the position, MAJOR BE'l)TINGER 
direoted their fire to the enemy strongholds. With the aid of the 
command and control ship, MAJOR BETTINGER and the trapped force were 
rescued from almost certain annihilation. 

1) August - FIRST LIEUTENANT WHITNEY I. YOUNG, JR., 05)2)085, 48th 
Assault Hel100pter Company, was awarded the Distinguished "'F;!;i,1ng 
Cross for extracting an LRBP Team near DONG TRE. Without the aid 
of any gunships, LIEUTENANT YOUNG flew right through the enemy fire 
to the site of the trapped team. calmly holding the ship on the 
ground until the team had boarded. He then flew through still more 
hostile fire to safety. 

14 August - CAPTAIN LOUIS T. COX JR., 040)1385. and WARRANT OFFICER 
RICHARD P. TAYLOR, 48th Assault He1ioopter Company, were awarded 
the Distinguished Flying Cross for exf11trat1ng an LRBP Team near 
MY CANH. Because of the nature of the terra1n, only two men at a 
time could be lifted out. These pilots made three trips into a 
diffiou1t pickup zone under enemy fire to effeot this rescue, 

17 Aguust - WARRANT OFFICER STERLLNG J. ESSENMACHER, W3153045. 
281st Assault He1ioopter Company, was awarded the Distinguished 
Flying Cross for making an ammunittonol1e;l1suppllJ'l;tntnta Vistnrunese 
force that was under heavy siege. Although under intense fire, he 
delivered the precious ammunition. 



18 August - MAJOR CARL R. JONES, 02266308. CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER 
DOMINICK L. GUCCOlNE. '113150624, 48th Assault Helicopter Company. 
were awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for providing cover 
for a rescue helicopter that Was attempting to rescue an LRRP Team 
near TUY HOA. The UH=lD pickup ship was flown by CHIEF WARRANT 
OFFICER THOMAS R. RAULSON. W3l51094. who was also awarded the 
Distinguished Flying Cross for his heroism. While his ship approach­
ed the landing site with its machine gunsbl.azing. the gunship 
poured a steady barrage of fire on the enemy pOSitions, paving the 
way for the successful rescue of the patrol. 

19 Augus.t = CAPTAIN PAUL R. LALUMIERE JR •• 05405855. and CHIEF 
WARRANT OFFICER ARCHIE A. HARRELL, '113150783. 48th Assault Heli­
copter Company. were recommended for the award of the Distinguished 
Flying Cross for rescm1ng 8.1'1. LRRP Team that had been ambushed near 
DONG TRE. By flying through heavy automatic weap~s fire, and direct­
ing their machine gun fire at the enemy pOSitions, these brave 
pilots made a daring resoue of the patrol. 

19 August - CAPTAIN JAMES A. WARREN, OFIO)066, WARRANT OFFICER 
DANIEL A. aULANDER, and SPECIALIST FOURTH CLASS WILLIAM G. FOX, 
RAl6798760. were recommended for the award of the Distinguished 
Flying Cross for exfl1treting an LRRP Team in PHOUC LONG Province. 
By skillful.ly low leveling ilrri;o the area, and bringing heavy fire 
on the enemy positions, the rescue was completed. 

20 August - CAPTAIN JAMES I. MCDOWELL, 090269. and CAPTAIN LAWRENCE 
E. PRAVECEK. 0551,!j.299, 48th Assault Helicopter Company, were awa..."'<ied 
the Dist;lnguished Flyl1'lg Cl"'OSll for exfl1tratlng a reconnaissanoe 
team from the jungle near DONG TRE. Although under fire fro~ a 
force that he.d. la.in in ambush, they took the enemy force tmder fire 
and sucoessfu11y resou~d th~ team. 

21 August = On this dey. threo!: g1L"lships and three unarmed ships . 
from th" 281st Assau.l.t R!!llicopter Company were called to extraot 
a recon,naisslll."lce patrol near PROUC LONG Province. These orews were 
composed of the following men: CAPTAIN THOMAS P. BUCKLEY. 05320552. 
WARRANT OFFICER RONALD O. GADDIS, W3152955. SERGEANT WILLIAN C. 
CARTER, RA148)2G93. PRHATE FIRST CLASS LAWRENCE WILLIAMS JR., 
RA 18723297. MAJOR CURTIS GARBETT, 018902)7. MAJOR REINO O. OKSA. 
071850, SPECIALIST FOURTH CLASS BENNIE J. GOINS. RA 14909098. 
PRIVATE FIRST CLASS RI~rlARD T. COOPER, RA 56~04064. CAPTAIN GENE 
THOMAS STOCKWELl.. 0.5.320239. WAREANT OFFICER DANIEL A. SULANDER. 
W3152892. SPECIALIST FIFTH CLASS HERSHEL CROSBY, RA 14882153. 
SPECIALIST FOURTH CLASS JOSEPH L. TURNER, RA 19806896, CAPTAIN 
LYNN F. COLEMAN. 08)692, FIRST LIEUTENANT FRED B. PHILLIPS JR •• 
05710714" SERGEANT JAMES W. GOFF. RA 13820564. SPECIALIST FIFTH 
CLASS FARRYL H. DAVIS. RA 1767'1187. CAPTAIN JAMES G. GOOD. 05J09067. 



FIRST LIEUTENANT JOHN J. HYATT, 05416591. SPECIALIST FOURTH 
CLASS ROBERT J. LONG, RA 19780623. PFC WILLIAM S. PERREN RA 
14874918. and WARRANT OFFICER RONALD G. PALASCAK. W3l52746, 
WARRANT OFFICER GARY D. O'CONNER, W31529l8, SPECIALIST FOURTH 
CLASS RONNIE B. LYNCH, US 53J85~9~. SPECIALIST FOURTH CLASS 
RONALD R. SCHWARTZ. US 526J.8)17. As the fUght neared the pick­
up zone, it came under murderous enemy fire. The six ships 
poured an enormous volume of' murderous f1~ on the enemy. but 
their resistanoe was still strong. As the first ~soue ship went 
into the piokup zone it reoeived heavy fire and was shot down. 
As the gunships oontinued to deliver tneir deadly suppressive 
fire, the two ~maining slioks managed to land and piok up both 
the patrol and the crew of the downed helicopter. All twenty 
four men were recommended for the award of the Distinquished 
Flying Cross. 

21 August _ MAJOR ALVERADO F. KYSAR JR •• 083656. and CAPTAIN 
IVAN G. SWIFT, 02297583. Headquarters and Headquarters Company. 
lOth Combat Aviation Battalion end 48th Assault Helicopter Com~ 
pany respectively were awarded the Distinguished Flying Cress 
for making an emergency medical evacuation near TOY HOA. Another 
ship that had attempted the pickup had been damaged by intense 
fire and had to abandon the mission. 

2 September ~ CAPTAIN GEORGE E. DAY, 087081, and FIRST LIEUTENANT 
WHITNEY L. YOUNG, 05323083. 48th Assault Helicopter Company. were 
recommended for the award of the DIsti!~lshed Flying Cross for 
extracting a reconnaissance team that had been surrounded by a 
superior enemy force. Defying intense enemy fIre. the two effected 
a daring rescue of the six man team. 

4 September = CAPTAIN WILLIAM J. BRENDEL. 084958. and FIRST LIEU= 
TENANT GENE T. STOCKWELL. 05320239. 28lst Assault Helicopter 
Company, were recommended for the award of the Distinguished Flying 
Cross for flying individual UH~lD helioopters involved in an ex­
traction of e Special Forces LRRP Team. Defying heavy enemy fire, 
the two ships sucoeeded in lIlElking the rescue. 

12 September - The following four members of the 48th Assault 
Helioopter Company were reoommended for the award of the Distin= 
guished Flying Cross for resouing a reconnaissance element that 
was surrounded by a superior Viet Cong force near TUY ROA. MAJOR 
JOEL J. WILLIAJoIS. 06'7532. MAJOR ROBERT L. YOUNG, 077243. SPECIAL..1:ST 
FOURTH CLASS DON J. KOHL. RA 19849673. and SPECIALIST FOURTH CLASS 
ROBERT W. KLINE, RA 16335220. After approaching the area through a 
rainy and overcast night, the aircraft was met by a hail of bullets 
as it approached the pickup zone. With the crew chief and gunner 
pouring deva.stating fire on the enemy positions, the two pilots ex­
ecuted the rescue wl-chout injuries or damage to the helicopter. 



17 September = FIRST LIEUTENANT STEVEN B. DODGE, 05013874. ~~d 
FIRST LIEUTENANT THOMAS M. WALLACE, 05711218, 129th Assault Rel1= 
copter Company. were recommended for the award of the Distinguished 
Flying Cross for rescUJelng a "H.AIilK" team that had recently been 
inserted near TOY AN. The pilots had to navigate through overcast 
weather using a cOlI!.bination of time. distance and head1ng. The two 
pilots executed a perfect approach to a small landing zone in the 
Viet Cong infested area and completed the rescue. 

28 September = CAPTAIN JOHN J. LIVINGSTON, OFI00878, and· CAPTAIN 
BRUCE J. DUBOV, 095011. l17th Assault Helicopter Company. were 
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for making a night emer~ 
geney e:a:tractlon of a reccnna~.ssance patrol near TUY AN. The 
patrol was being pursued bi a superior Viet Cong force. Although 
the sky was filled with tracers, they made their approach to a 
penlight in the small landing zone, touched one skid to the ground, 
rap1dly loaded the patrol aboard. and flew them to safety. 

7 October = CAPTAIN HARRY T. WHETZEL. 02293801. CHIEF WARRANT 
OFFICER ROBERT F. CHAMBERLAIN, W)152395. SPECIALIST FIFTH CLASS 
ROBERT W, GILLIAM, RA 19798594, and PRIVATE FIRST CLASS JOHNNY L, 
NEAL, US 55812782. 129th Assault Helicopter Company. were PQst= 
humansly awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for their aotions 
in supporting a Vietnamese company during a mission to secure a 
train near DONG BA THIN. When the train came under attack by an es= 
timated platoon of Viet Cong, the brave crew immediately responded, 
Upon co:np1eting a straf ing rox''l., the aircraft was suddenly hit by 
intense ground fire, and c:ra,Ghed. killing all occupants. 

20 Oc;tober ~ CAPTAIN STEVEN B. DODGE, 05013874, and WARRAl>iT OFFICER 
CARL DOHERTY JR., W3152947, 129th Assault Helicopter CompBrG-, were 
c:"ecommended for the a-lIlard of the Distinguished Flying Gross f .. ,=­
extracting an LRRP Team near DONG THE. As they approached the site 
of thelnsert!on, they were met tw intense enemy fire, At this 
moment, a gunship piloted by WARRANT OFFICER WILLIAM L. SMITH, 
WJ153960, came on the s~ene. He placed his ship between the UH=lD 
and the enemy positions so as to protect the rescue ship. A.s both 
ships approached the piokup zone, the gunship was able to l'>::o,se 8. 

devastating stream of fire on the enemy positions, allowing the 
pickup to take place. WARRANT OFFICER SMITH was also reco=ende1 for 
the award cf the D~.stinguIshe::l. Flyj.ng Gr'')ss. 

8 November = CAPTAIN CHARLES S, SIMERLY, OFl09296. WARRANT OFFICER 
RICHARD J, MEYER, W315421B, SPECIALIST FIFTH CLASS MERLE W, MEMIS, 
RA 1.38,32086, and STAFF SERGEANT SIDNEY M. CHATMAN, RA 17548,30'). 
129th Assault Helic o.pter Company, were recommended for the awa~'d \)f 

the Distinguished. Flying Cross for extracting a beleaguered se'.en 
man LRRP Teem near DONG THE, Although under an intense vO~.'.l.l.lle,:;,f 
n.::,e whil.e leading t,he wounded, the crew ac,,;;uratelj ret.urr.ed the 
fire end pIe-ked lZP the patl'ol and flew them '(;0 safety, 



11 N ovember ~ CAPTAIN JOHN J. LIVINGSTON, OFI00878. was post:" 
~Qously awarded the Silver Star, and WARRANT OFFICER TERRENCE M. 
ROONEY, W3152825. SERGEM,T MAYNARD J. HUMES, RA 16727170. and 
SPECIALIST FOURTH CLASS LOREN S. REEVES. US 55838313. 117th Assault 
Helicopter Company, were all posthumously awarded the Distinguished 
Flying Cross for crewing an armed UH-IB helicopter providing gun 
cover for a combat mission near PLEI DJEREBG. During the battle. 
this fearless crew volunteered to fly a direct assault on a well 
entrenohed heavy machine gun position. As they attacked the position. 
they received nure.erous hits, and although CAPTAIN LIVINGSTON 
attempted to land the aircraft in a small clearing. it crashed in 
the jungle, killing the entire crew. 

11 November - WARRANT OFFICER FLETCHER S. STITZLE, W1353072. was 
a:lrarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for flying in pursuit of 
two enemy soldiers fleeing a battle ~rea near TUY HOA. Although 
the target of automatic weapons fire. WARRANT OFFICER STITZLE 
landed his aircraft while his passengers initiated a search for a 
suspected Viet Cong hideout, 

30 November = FIRST LIEUTENANT EDWEN S. BRAGUE, 05623617. 129th 
Assault Helicopter Compsp~, was awarded the DistInguished Flying 
Cross for simulating an extraction of a reconnaissance element 
to enable the patrol to regain its· clandestine status. When he 
arrived over the patrol's location. he immediately began drawing 
enemy fire. After skillfully deceiving the enemy and pretending 
to load the patrol. he called in artillery fire on the enemy 
position and remained in the area until it had been destroyed, 

2 December - WARRANT OFFICER DANIEL A.SULANDER, W3l52892. WARRANT 
OFFICER DONALD D. HARRISON. W1354175. SPECIALIST FOURTH CLASS LEE 
J. BOUDREAUX, JR., a.n.d SPECIALIST FOURTH CLASS WILLIAM T. BODZICK, 
US 55826395. 281st Assault Helicopter Company. were recommended 
for the posthumous award of the Distinguished Flying Cross for ex­
tra.ction of a Special Forces team that was under heavy fire, Al­
though no gunship cover was available, the brave crew initiated 
their approach through the intense enemy fire. As the helicopter 
attempted to depart the area with the patrol aboard. it received 
numerous hits. Although the pilots bravely tried to control the 
crippled aircraft. it crashed, killing the entire crew, 

23 Deoember - MAJOR HARRY MCK ROPER JR •• 066246, Headquarters and 
HeadqUarters Compsl'l-Y, 10th Combat Aviation Battalion, was awarded 
the Distinguished Flying Cross and MAJOR ALVERADO F. KYSAR JR •• 
08)656. also of Headquarters and Headquarters Company. was re­
commended :for the same honor for supporting a major combat assault 
near POLEI KLENG. As a flight of helicopters departed one of the 
pickup zones, one of the ships lost power and crashed. MAJOR ROPER 
and MAJOR KYSAR were immediately on the scene, calling rescue ships 
to the area and directing :friendly fire on known enemy positions, 
Their pOise and bravery allowed the crew of the fallen helicopter 
to be successfully rescued a!ld flown to safety. 
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23 December - MAJOR HERS CHELL B. STEPHENS, 02269631, 117th Assault 
He11copter Company was awarded the D1st1ngu1shed Fly1ng Cross for 
fly1ng a UH-lD 1n searoh of a 0-130 transport that had crashed 
near TUY HOA. After locat1ng the downed sh1P. MAJOR STEPHENS, 
although wounded 1n the foot, bravely cont1nued the m1ss1on unt11 
he was sure there were no surv1vors. 

23 December - WARRANT OFFICER MICHAEL R. SMITH. W3153959. 129th 
Assault He1100pter Company, was recommended for the D1stingu1shed 
Fly1ng Cross for rescuing the crew of a sh1p that had crashed near 
KONTUM. Although he had to 11terally ohop h1s way through the 
heavy jungle canopy w1th h1s rotor blades to get to h1s str1cken 
oomrades, he courageously and sk111fully effeoted the rescue of the 
ent1re crew. 

27 December - LIEUTENANT COLONEL BENJAMIN L. HARRISON, 065760, 
Command1ng Off1oer, lOth Combat Aviation Batta11on, was reoommended 
for the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross for aotions during 
the largest night oombat assault ever attempted in the Republic of 
Vietnam. LIEUTENANT COLONEL HARRISON braved heavy enemy fire as he 
unheSitatingly led- the flight through the darkness. His navigation 
was perfect, as all landing zones were assaulted precisely on 
schedule, despite the severe turbulenoe and gusty winds in the 
preoipitous. jungle covered mountains. 
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BBRWlRl 

DISCRIP'1'lCll OF UHIf ClI!Sf 

The ·Soldiers of the sqa crest. approved by the IDlltitute ot Heraldry. 

United states lDrT. ad authorized for war by _bers of this unit. 

consists of a gold colored metal and enamel insignia ~ inches in height. 

The components are a blue annulet s1mllounted by a pair of gold Wings with 

a black bolt barbed and flighted with gold. Beneath the basic insignia 

and crossing aver the bolt is a gold stroll inscribed ·Soldiers of the 

Sk;y'" in black letters. 

51MBOLISM 

The wings represent the anatioR 1'1met1.011 of tbe. ~tt.al1on. The bolt, 

also referred to as a -quarrel- is a crossbow arrow and represents the 

lllilitary personnel transported by the battalion in the Republic of Vietnam. 

The annulet. a symbol of fidelity. refers to faithfulness of duty. The 

bolt and the annulet also suggest the numbers one and .ero which correspond 

to the battalion's numerical designation. 



On 29 Juq 1967, lAY U&RV General Order 3676. the lOth Caabat Aviation 

Battalion WILlI awarded the Meritorious Unit CClllllllmdation tor exceptionally 

meritorious achi_t in the performance of outllltanding serTice during 

the period frCIIII December 1965 to September 1966. The battalion was Cited 

for being the only anation battalion in Vietnam having a cCllllp1etely 

mobile field headquarters and fonrardoperating base; for its capability 

to di8place to an;y location in the co~at zone and undertake combllt 

operations within twenty-four hours of an alert order; for its ma8tery 

of night and clandestine operations; and. for atta1 n1 ng the highest 

monthly level of aircraft availability ever Ilchieved in Vietnam. 

On 15 AugU8t 1967. the 10th CCllllbat Aviation Battalion received the 

Valorous Unit Award IAW USARV General Order 4160. The battalion was 

recognized for distinguishing itself' b1 extraord1nar;y heroi.sm while 

engaged in military operations during the period 1 January 1~66 to 24 

March 1~66 in Operations Jefferson. Van Buren and Harrison in the ~ 

Hoa Valley. Fl;y1ng incredibly long hours. the men of the 10th Canbat 

Aviation BattaliClll enabled Free World Forces to severely weaken a long 

established Viet Cong rule and to protect the local inhabitants I rice 

harvest. By making large friendly ground forces highly airmobile with­

in their operlltional zone. the battalion _II instrumental in preventing 

the Viet Cong frCIIII securing the rice harveat for their 0IIIl ulle. 
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On 31 December 1961 IJW USARV General Order 6m the lOth COIIIbat Avi­

ation Battalion was _arded the Meritorious Unit CCllllllendlp.tion (First Oak 

Leai' Cluster) for exceptionally Meritorious achievement in the perfomance 

of outstanding service during the period 5 September 1<;66 to 31 March 

1961. The battalion was cited for deRloying its field headquarters and 

aviation companies i'urther, faster and more frequently than any other 

combat aviation battalion in Vietnam; Ifor coordinating, planning and 

accomplishing missiOns which involved It.he extraction and reinsertion of 

a battalion sized unit with supporting artillery in the amazingly brief 

period of four hours; and, for executing the first battalion sized night 

operation without. benefit of illumination. Also noted were the unit's 

achievements in the developnent, ma.nagement and physical security of Dong 

Ba Thin Post which were attained without detracting from its tactical 

functions. 
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FOREWORD 

-Eager ears of the lOlst Airbo~. Division have strained for the 

throbbing sounds of the BllJE STAR bringing reinforcements. Pained eyes 

of the 4th Infantry Division Have scanned the sky for the sight of a 

BElCHBUM coming in for a medevac. Anxious hands of the 25th Infantry 

Division have groped for that emergenc, load of ammunition lifted in by the 

BULLDOO or applauded the sling-loaded pombat supplies brought in by 

BIG WINDY. Green Berets have been doffed in salute to the MARDI GRAS. 

Many troopers, pinned dawn by enemy fire, have been cheered by the 

chuckle of the JOKER, the rattle of the S~, the hiss of the 

COBRA and the howl of the liIOLFPACK'S '"HELL FRCM ABOVE". The loth Combat 

Aviation Battalion is proud of its reputation of being able to move 

anywhere. anytime; to haul anything; and to be called the -Vagabonds of 

Vietnam-. 

The promises of the new year's dawn glint mi8tily~ shrouded by the 

accomplishments of the past. During a year of effervescence, the Vagabonds 

have undergone a complete transfomation in organization. Gone, but not 

forgotten from its rolls are the companies which have earned for it its 

nBllle. In their shoes stand a new nucleus of the Battalion, as young as 

the new year and as full of promise and expectatioo as 1968 i tseU. How­

ever, it is the attempt of this supplement to review the past year and 

relive what was probably the golden age of the continuing Vagabond Odyssey. 
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