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The Americal Newsletter accepts and welcomes original
stories from readers. Preprints from official documents and
news items are also requested. Please send items related to
Vietnam to Gary L. Noller, Vietnam Editor.

Items should be sent no later than the end of the first month
of the calendar quarter. (The deadline at the printer is the

middle of the quarter.) Items in electronic format are
acceptable and can be e-mailed to *

All submissions are subject to editing and the rules for
publication as set by the editors.
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LZ GATOR
by
James Fuller
5/46th 198th

Trip flares, buming bright,
showed people, in the light.
Sappers are in, the wire,

As the machine gun, starts to fire.
They blew the bunker, him at his gun,
one KIA, the rest on the run.

The bunker destroyed, illum in the air,
the VC continued on, with their terror.
The Colonel’s hootch, and ammo dump blown,
it came to an end, without us knowing.
Were they still on the hill, inside the wire,
if they are it could be dire.

They hid all day, and into the night,
before under darkness, they took flight.
Very seldom, were they caught,
and on this night, it was naught.
They came looking, for a certain one,
and left when, the job was done.

The Colonel dead, ammo dump on fire,
they accomplished, what the did aspire.

THE PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION (ARMY)
FOR EXTRAORDINARY HEROISM
TO THE RECONNAISSANCE PLATOON
COMPANY E, 4™ BATTALION, 3D INFANTRY
11™ INFANTRY BRIGADE, AMERICAL DIVISION
UNITED STATES ARMY
The Reconnaissance Platoon, Company E, 4 Battalion, 3d
Infantry, 11" Infantry Brigade distinguished itself by extraordinary
heroism in action against a hostile force near the hamlet of Phuoc
Loc, Quang Ngai, Republic of Vietnam on 6 and 7 September 1968.
The platoon of 27 men was conducting a combat sweep operation on
6 September when it became engaged with a battalion-size enemy
force entrenched in fortified defensive positions. Exposed to the
heavy automatic weapons and small arms fire from the estimated
400-man enemy force, the men of the Reconnaissance Platoon
gallantly fought against the numerical odds and established defensive
positions. Maintaining their position integrity, men of the platoon,
with complete disregard for their own safety, braved the heavy fire to
bring their fallen comrades within the perimeters. Although under
heavy fire and repeated attacks from the enemy, the men of the
Reconnaissance Platoon valorously held their positions, directed
airstrikes and artillery fires on the enemy positions, and repulsed ajl
enemy efforts to overrun their defenses. The platoon was able to
engage the enemy force until reinforcements arrived during the early
morning hours of 7 September. A sweep of the battlefield on the
morning of 7 September revealed that the Reconnaissance Platoon
had killed 48 enemy soldiers. Intelligence from captured prisoners
indicated that the enemy force had suffered 88 casualties, rendering it
ineffective as a fighting force. The Reconnaissance Platoon is
credited with spoiling an impending attack on the city of Quang Ngai
by discovering and inflicting heavy losses on tone of the key enemy
poised for attack, thereby sparing free world forces and the
population of the city on Quang Ngai much loss of life, equipment
and personal property. The heroic actions of the men of the platoon
aided in the defeat of major enemy forces which had been poised for
attacks on the major cities of Quang Ngai Province. The gallantry
and devotion to duty of the men of the Reconnaissance Platoon,
against numerically superior enemy forces, are in keeping with the
highest traditions of the United States Army and reflect great credit
upon themselves and the Armed Forces of the United States.
Provided by Andrew Teague

Newsletter, 1/46 Inf. Bn., October, 1969

Spreading the fame of the “Professionals” has taken a step higher,
with two members of the 1% Battalion, 46 Infantry making their
mark in the AMERICAL DIVISION.

In an unprecedented move, Major Richard P. Gerety (Wichita,
Ka.), accompanied by CPT. Robert G. Nivens (Harporsville, Ala.),
borrowed a class at the AMERICAL DIVISION COMBAT
CENTER from its instructor for the purpose of presenting 2LT.
Thomas R. Crane (Batville, N.Y.), with his ILT Bar. 1LT. Crane
had received orders assigning him to the 1/46™, but was still in
attendance at the Combat Center when orders of his promotion were
received in the Battalion’s trains area. Knowing LT. Crane would be
at the Combat Center for a few days more, the Battalion Commander,
LTC. Craig G. Coverdale (Manhasset, N.Y.), decided to hold the
promotion ceremony there.

When MAJ. Gerety arrived at the Combat Center, he approached
the NCOIC of the class 1LT. Crane was attending, and asked if he
could interrupt the class procedure for a few minutes. Receiving the
OK, MAJ. Gerety told the class who he was and why he was there.
He then called up 1LT. Crane and made the presentation.

The second “Professional” to bring credit to the unit is SSG.
Edward Ostrosky (Cocoa Beach, Fla.), who had been promoted from
SP/4 to SSG within a ten day period. SSG Ostrosky, formerly of the
3/21* before being wounded and sent back to the United States, is
now with Delta Company. He has just completed the Combat
Leadership School where he placed second, scoring 928 points out of
a possible 1000. While attending the Leadership School, orders were
cut for his promotion from SP/4 to SGT, this was on 8 October. On
18 October, after the points had been totaled, it was found SSG.
Ostrosky placed high enough to warrant another promotion from
SGT To SSG. “It was a shock to be promoted so fast,” said SSG
Ostrosky, “After finishing the course at the Combat Center, I feel I
am fully prepared for any new tasks that I may confront.”

The “Professionals” compliment these two men, realizing that
with rank comes responsibilities, and knowing that these two are
capable of handling their new responsibilities.

Provided by Edward Ostrosky

STANDING TALL

EACH YEAR AT THIS TIME I TRY TO STAND TALL
I REMEMBER WHEN I WAS AT THE WALL
I FACED IT AND STOOD TALL AS I COULD
FOR I AM GETTING OLD AND GRAY BUT
WHEN I TOUCHED THE WALL I STOOD VERY TALL
For I HAVE OVER 20 MEN I KNEW WHO STOOD
TALL BUT FELL FOR NOW THEIR NAMES ARE
ON THE WALL EACH MAY I°'LL TRY MY
DAMNEST TO STAND TALL AS I CAN TILL
I CAN PASS THROUGH THE WALL AND WE CAN
ALL STAND TALL AGAIN FOR OUR LAST ROLL CALL

Ed Note: The above was submitted by Aime A.
Thomas. He also remarked; Hopefully the poem can
be included in the May issue of the Americal
Newsletter for that was a bad month for me and my
comrades-in-arms in VYN. It would help me to have
all that are still around to see and read about
my feelings about what the war was all about.

1/Sgt. Aime A. Thomas USA Ret.
A/1/46 Infantry 11 LIB 68-69
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71st - 176th ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY

I served with the 71st and 176th Helicopter
Companies in Vietnam in 1968 at Chu Lai. I would
appreciate and information you can send me about
your organization and a Newsletter. I am also
interested in corresponding with anyone who served
with these two Companies from June 1968 until June
1969, I will certainly appreciate a response from
any members.
Respectfully,

yvlor

S

Ed Note: Antonio, hope you enjoy this issue of the
Americal Newsletter and that you hear from some of
your Army buddies. An application for membership
is on the back cover.
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COMPANY A - 1lst BATTALION - 20th INFANTRY - 11 LIB

My brother, SP4 Donald N. White, left for Vietnam
on December 23, 1969. It was the last time that I
would see him. He was in the 2nd Platoon, A/1/20
Infantry. 11 LIB and he completed Sniper School at
the Americal Combat Center during the summer of
1970. On the evening of October 9, he and two
other men from his platoon were with Company E,
(Recon) on a 'search and clear' somewhere between
Tu-son and Mo Duc when they were ambushed. My
brother received wounds that resulted in his death
on Sunday afternoon, October 11, 1970.

Don's biological father died before his birth, and
I was born after our mother remarried. This will
explain the differences in our last names, but has
no bearing on the love we had for each other.

I knew that he had buddies somewhere, and I began
a search that lasted for years. One day I found
the ADVA Web Page, and posted messages there and
with the In Touch Programs of Friends of the
Vietnam Veteran Memorial (FVVM). Within about
three months my family was contacted by several
members of his unit that knew him.

I can think of no greater tribute, than supporting
the activities of the ADVA. It is important, and

beneficial to our country, that we continue to
honor and preserve the contribution and sacrifice,
that all veterans of the Americal have made for
the sake of freedom. My wish is to give something
back in return.

; am enclosing a membership application and dues
in hope that I will be considered for an Associate
membership.

Kindest Regards,
Bill Mitchell

Ed Note: Thanks Bill for your letter. You are
most certainly welcome to join the ADVA as an
Associated Member.
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NVA PAYMASTER

FSB Debbie~--NVA Finance Clerks will have a
difficult time balancing the books this quarter
due to the cost-cutting suggestion of an 11 LIB
unit of the Division.

An element of B/4/21 Infantry surprised an NVA
paymaster cooking lunch, five miles southeast of
Duc Pho.

They in turn were surprised to discover 180,000
piaster neatly broken down into 18 stacks of
crisp, new, 500 piaster notes.

At this point, the unit convinced the man that a
total wage cut would be advisable to curb the
inflationary spending tendencies of the NVA
soldiers in the area. (11th OI)

(From "Southern Cross" December 19, 1999)
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"WE WILL NEVER FORGET"

I hope this letter finds everyone in the best of
health and that all of you are ready to ride for
our brothers still Prisoners of War - Missing in
Action. ROLLING THUNDER XII is Sunday May 30,
1999 .We are in Washington, DC every Memorial Day
weekend to demonstrate for the return of live
American POW's abandoned by our government after
all past wars, for the return of all remains
possible and to support veterans veteran issues.

We constantly work all year to pass legislation so
future veterans will not be abandoned if they are
captured during the next war or conflict. In the
past few years three South Korean soldiers, that
fought in the Korean War, escaped from Prisoner of
War Camps in North Korea. Imagine being held
captive for forty (40) some years after a war had
ended? >

If North Korea continues to hold South Korean
POW's, there is no reason not to believe American
POW's are being held by other Communist countries.
How many American POW's were abandoned by the
United States Government? Left to die at the
hands of their captors because the United States
Government 1s more concerned about accounting for
equipment and money!

Why doesn't anyone in Washington ever demand that
the leaders of these Communist countries return
those left behind. The Gulf War is a good example
of what is more important in todays world. How
many men and women must be sacrificed for the
games the leaders play with those in the military?
It's very easy for someone who has never served to
































