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another led by Lt. Robertson to the left of the throwers could not get forward enough to help the REGISTRATION FORM
observation post tree. The Japanese used this tree men. The advamce elements were recalled.
as a natural fortification. Unfortunately, there November 8-12, 2002

was no covered approach to this tree. Now both
Company "A" and Company "B"” joined together in the
attack. Both Companies were attacking the
southern knob of Hill 260. At day’s end, ’A’
Company’s 1st Lt. Gilbert H. Siderberg and Pfc.

John Peroglia bl ed re wounded
including ’A’ s . Kaps. In
addition, two officers from Company ’A’, Lts.

Laurie S. Robertson and Lore T. Hargis, were
wounded. The officers and men felt frustrated,
especially in the face of high casualties.

How The Brave Die;

On 13 March 1944 the day after "Bloody Sunday”,
Pfc. George McGovern of Las Vegas, NV. with
another member from Compan A’ 132nd Infantry
moved forward to destroy _n Hill 260
near the observation post tree. The Japanese
spotted the two American infantrymen and sprayed
their area with a knee mortar barrage. One shell

exploded near McGovern’s right leg. The wound was
extremely painful and prevented him from moving.

The Japanese observed this and were moving in for
the kill. Pfc. John Peroglia of Rock Island, IL.,
spotted his close fr,ielm:he Japanese
ready to annihilate thed. is protective
firing position and ran forward to an abandoned
Japanese position. The Japanes concentrated their
heavy machine gun and knee mortar fire on
Peroglia. He raised ‘himself above the parapet of
the foxhole and delivered well-aimed automatic
rifle fire, taking a heavy toll of enemy, This
permitted McGovern and his fellow soldier to crawl
back to safety. Kaps asked McGovern if he could
stay because he needed him. On further examination
of McGovern’s wound, Lt. Kaps knew he had lost a
key soldier. The company Commander wished McGovern
well.

During this extreme act of heroism to save two
lives, Pfc. Peroglia sacrificed his own life. For
his valor in combat, Pergolia was awarded the
Silver Star.

The Fearless Flame-Throwing Operators .
The night of 13-14 March was quiet with Maj.
Daehler in command at Hill 260. The fighting
appeared better organized for the Americans. On 14
March men operating the "flame throwers” were
assigned to rifle Companies ’A’ and ’B’. The
"torch men” were commanded by Lt. Thomas R. Allen.

They attacked one Japamﬂer another.

American flame throwers brought a horrible and
swift death to the stubbornly resisting Japanese
in strong dug-in pillboxw brave
fearless person to risk cr ornet’s
Nest" of machine guns and release a short lived
flame. Once the flame died down the operator was a
"sitting duck” target mu:me throwers
were always a vulner one 48-hour
assault, Lt. Allen’s men destroyed eight Japanese
pillboxes. Although completely out of fuel, for

two hours, the men with flame throwers held part
of the hill.

Lt. Steere. the First Battalion’s supply officer,
performed outstandingly in providing needed
supplies to the fighting men. In addition. the
battalio lain, Capt. J. Francis Gorman
constantl_ed the troops and provided needed
prayer as well as toilet articles.

Company ’A’ moved a squad close to the observation
post tree. A platoon followed but was immediately
pinned down by intense machine gun fire. The flame

Mortar fire was constantly exchanged by Americans
and Japanese. At 1235 hours a Japanese flanking
machine gun platoon was stopped by Company ’B’. At
1530 hours the Japanese laid down a heavy knee
mortar barrage. In thirty min he Americans
answered back with a heavy 60 tar barrage.
At 1650 hours Maj. Daehler felt the Americans were
gaining control of Hill 260. This day’s brutal
fighting was done by "B" Company led by Capt.
Arthur Hantel. They repulsed several Japanese
counter-attacks. Exceptional leadership was noted
by Lts. Howard Davies, Robert J. Boyd and Charles
R. Hannan. They led their platoons against heavy
fire. At day’s end ’B’ Company was depleted; it
had 46 casualties including two officers, eight
non-commissioned officers and 36 enlisted men.

The Japanese continued heavy mortar fire
harassment throughout the night as they re-
inforced their troops. Much activity occurred near
the observation post tree. The Japanese fighting
troops exchanged machine gun and rifle fire all
night with the Americans.

On 15 March 1944 the fighting escalated in
intensity aimed to destroy the observation post
tree. Cannon Company. the 182nd Infantry’s heavy
75mm pack howitzer weapons, were brought up. Lt.
Geiger’s platoon from Company ’A’ with four flame
throwers attacked the Japanese at the base of the
observation post tree. White phosphorous ‘grenades
and bazookas were used; prolonged concentrated
81mm and 4.2 mortar barrages were laid down on the
Japanese. Lt. Kaps had Company "A" dig a trench
extending forward to the observation post. tree.

At 1900 hours Gen. John Hodge visited the front.
He reviewed the battle situation with Gen.
McCulloch and Maj. Daehler. The use of a tank
infantry attack was discussed. Unfortunately, for
the Americans, the tanks could not get across the
Torokina River. Lt. Geiger and his platoon
assaulted the east area of Hill 260 aided by Lt.
Allen’s flame throwers.

Valor At Hi'll 260

On 15 March Pfc. Oscar L. Grover ’'A’ volunteered
to search for his squad leader missing since
forced withdrawal. Grover crawled forward and
found the missing squad leader lying unconscious
15 feet from a Japanese pillbox. Disregarding the
extreme danmwled to the injured
squad leade ck. First he pulled
and tugged and finally carried him to the
battalion aid station. For this heroic deed he was

e

Japanese mortar and machine gunfire was extremely
heavy. Pfc. J.L. Swenson and other squad members
were in a Mment. A Japanese knee
mortar shel he emplacement. Swenson
threw himself on the shell and absorbed the full
impact of the explosion. This act of valor saved
the lives of his buddies. His wounds were severe
and near fatal. For this exceptional act of

heroism, Pfc. Swenson was awarded the
Distinguished Service Cross.

Lt. Kaps had the 75mm howitzer fire directed at
the observation po attempt to blast
it down. At 2030 h mpany opened fire
with all its weapons. Lt. Kaps used the assigned
81mm mortars of Company ’H’ 182nd Infantry. The
Japanese returned machine gun and rifle fire.
Whenever Japanese movement was heard a 60mm mortar
barrage was placed in the area. The American
casualties were 12 wounded, and one killed.

All updates on exact times on all events will be in your registration packet when you arrive at the
hotel at the registration desk. Hours will be posted when we will be open. Locator board available
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Any Questions/Contact: Terry Babler (Evenings)
John Mathews(evenings)
John Murphy (Evenings
Ron Lewis  (Days
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TENTATIVE SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2002
Noon Registration opens - Pick up tickets, gift, name tags, sign in, general information
Welcome Area - Vendors - Military Displays, etc.
Americal and 1/1 Cav Hospitality room open up- room for 160 seating( some beverages
and snacks furnished or bring your own. Balcony view of Washington, DC.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2002
8:00 a.m. Registration/information table, Vendors, military displays, Hospitality area opens.
8:30 a.m. Americal Executive Council Meeting
9:30 a.m. Americal Membership meeting (same room)
11:30a.m. 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry meeting
5:00 p.m. Hospitality rooms close for banquet
6:00 p.m. Banquet, Veterans Program and dance - Special guests & Music by Doc Mosher
8:00 p.m. Hospitality room and balcony open up :

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2002

8:00 a.m. Church Service
8:30 a.m. Registration table opens (Vendors, exhibits, etc??, Hospitality area opens)
10:00 a.m. Bus Tours load up and leave. Stops at: Arlington Cemetery - Dedication Americal
Plaque & Wreath Laying at Tomb of the unknowns, etc. Ft Myers stop for lunch,
Group picture at Lincoln Memorial steps.
2:00 p.m. Buses return to hotel
NO EVENTS SCHEDULED SUNDAY EVENING - FREE TIME TO DO AS YOU WISH
12:00a.m.  Hospitality room close

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2002
10:00 a.m. Bus to Memorials or parade. or take metro, taxi or own transportation.
11:00 a.m. Wreath laying ceremony at Vietnam Veterans Memorial.

2:00 p.m. Bus returns to Doubletree Hotel.

4:00 p.m. Hospitality room opens up

4:00 p.m. Vendors in Registration area- on going.

6-11 p.m. Operation LZ/DC II All Veterans Dance with Britt Small

12:00 a.m. Hospitality room closes for good

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2002
Check out of hotel

Send this form with check to:_Terry Babler, DC 2002 REUNION, [IGNG

, New Glarus, WI 53574  (You will receive your registration confirmation in your
Welcome Packet at the registration/info desk at Doubletree Hotel) MAKE CHECKS
PAYABLE TO: OPERATION LZ/DC 02




AMERICAL DIVISION NATIONAL REUNION

REGISTRATION FORM
November 8-12, 2002
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HOTEL INFORMATION
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Accommodations Restaurants
. 630 Guest Rooms . The Cafe

. 12 Deluxe Suites with Whirlpool Tub . Traditional Menu

. 144 Executive Suites . Breakfast - 6:30 AM - 11:00 AM
. 345 Double/Double rooms . Lunch - 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM
. 128 King Rooms . Cafe Closed - 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM
. 461 Non-Smoking Rooms . Dinner - 5:00 PM -11:00 PM
. 13 Handicap-Accessible Rooms . Cafe Express -6:00 AM - 11:00 PM
Meeting and Banquet Rooms . Window’s over Washington
. 18 Meeting Rooms, 24,825 Square Feet . Steak and Seafood Menu
. 12 to 700 people capacities . Spectacular View of Washington DC Skyline
. 2 Ball Rooms from the 14th floor

. Plaza Ballroom, 7004 Square Feet . Open Tues, through Sat., 6:30 PM to 10 PM

. Washington Ballroom, 3204 Square Feet . Piano Entertainment - Friday & Saturday
. 2 Washington DC View Rooms . Reservations are Recommended

. Potomac Club, 1334 Square Feet with
Balcony located on the 15th Floor

. Potomac View Room, 1260 Square Feet Other Facilities

located on the 14th floor . Heated Swimming Pool
. Convention Services Department . Health Club
. Full Catering Services . Free Shuttle Service Reagon’s National
. Excellent Food and Beverage Reputation Airport every 1/2 hour

. Free Shuttle Service to Fashion Center at
Location Pentagon City Mall every 1/2 hour

. Minutes away from the Nation’s Capital . On Site Covered Parking Facility
. 2 Blocks from Fashion Center at Pentagon City . No Access Fees for 1-800 or Credit Card
. 2 Blocks from Pentagon City Metro Stop on Calls

Blue/yellow Lines . Room Service - 6:30 AM to 11:00 PM
. Convenient Access to I-395 and Route 1 . Laundry Services - 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM
. 3 Miles from Reagon National Airport . Business Center

. Complimentary In-Room Coffee Maker
. Hairdryers in Each Room

Lounges . Iron and Ironing Boards in Each Room
. Lobby Bar . Steelcase Work Stations
. Open 11:30 AM to 11:00 PM . Personalized Voice Mail
. Lite Bite Menu and Large Screen TV . Specific Rooms with views of Washington DC
. Skydome Bar - Open Daily 4 PM Monuments
. Revolving Rooftop Lounge with a view of
Nations Monuments General Information

. $2.75 Hungry Buffet Buffet, Monday through . Parking is $3.00 for every 24 hours
Friday 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM with purchase of . Guest Room Square Footage - 337 Square Feet
beverage . Virginia Room Tax, 4.5%
. Cover charge after 9 PM on Fri. & Sat. . Banquet Service Charge, 19%

**********************************************************************************

Send this form with check to: Terry Babler, DC 2002 REUNION, W5889 Durst
Road, New Glarus, WI 53574  (You will receive your registration confirmation in your
Welcome Packet at the registration/info desk at Doubletree Hotel) MAKE CHECKS
PAYABLE TO: OPERATION LZ/DC 02

AMERICAL DIVISION NATIONAL REUNION
REGISTRATION FORM
November 8-12, 2002

Hotel Reservations: Make hotel reservations directly with the Doubletree Hotel.
The hotel is located on , Arlington, VA.
Make your reservations by calling toll fr or hotel direct - _

Ask for: OPERATION LZ/DC 02
Reunion room rate is $99/night plus tax for 2 people to a room - Kids free -each room has 2
doublebeds. The special room rate is good Nov 6 thru Nov 13. Reservations will be taken up to Oct.

18, 2002 or when the hotel block is full. Please make your reservations early so you don’t get left out.

Last Name: First Name: Nick Name:
Spouse or Guest name:
Address: City: ' State: Zip:
Home Phone: Work Phone: E-mail:
Americal Unit(s) Date(s) of Service:

{Friday thru Monday, November §-11,2001)
REGISTRATION FEE: Number of people X 820 =5
Registration fee provides gift, nametag, hospitality rooms with free items in room, free events,
meeting rooms. ONE Reunion shirt included in Registration (Advance Registration Required)
Your size shirt is: An additional gift (to be determined) will be provided to guests.

{ Saturday, November 9, 2002)
BANQUET/SATURDAY BANQUET: 6:00 PM-11:00 PM
Number of people X $35 =%
Special guests, music by Rich Mosher-196th Infantry buffets meal & other surprises.

MEMORY BOOK: Remembrance Book of your weekend X$15 =8
Check registration on your photo shot of your group. All photos will be taken all day Saturday and at

Banquet

( Sunday, November 10, 2002 )
BUS TOUR: 10:00 am-2:00 PM  Number of people X 825 =%
Tour includes trip to Arlington Cemetery for ceremony at Tomb of the unknowns, Dedication of the
Americal Plaque, includes brunch at Ft Myers price of meal included, group picture at Lincoln
Memorial steps, 1 hr around the memorials, and other selected sites on the tour as time allows.

( Monday, November 11, 2002 )
BUS TRIP TO THE MEMORIALS: 10:00 am -2:00 PM
Number of people X $15 =8§
Trip to the wreath laying ceremony and other memorials events on the Mall grounds. Trip there and
back. If time allows we will stop at Union Station for lunch for 1 hour (Meal not included in price)

( Monday, November 11, 2002)
OPERATION LZ/DC ALL VETERANS DANCE: 6:00 PM-11:00 PM
Number of people X $20 =%
Music by Veteran -Britt Small from Skidmore, MO - well known veteran for entertaining veterans at
many reunions Some free beverages, snack food, special guests, Presentations, surprises, etc. Music
starts at 7PM till 11PM Seating for only 600.
ADD UP AND THE FINAL TOTAL IS: $

Send this form with check to: Terry Babler, DC 2002 REUNION. [ IIEIGIGGE

New Glarus, WI 53574  (You will receive your registration confirmation in your
Welcome Packet at the registration/info desk at Doubletree Hotel) MAKE CHECKS
PAYABLE TO: OPERATION LZ/DC 02
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REGISTRATION FORM
November 8-12, 2002
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HOTEL INFORMATION

Double Tree Hotel, 300 Army Navy Drive, Arlington, VA - Reservations call: -
or dBook Nov 11, 2001 to Oct 18. 2002 for reunion rate

Ask for: OPERATION LZ/DC 02 - Rates good 2 days either way for above dates
Single or Double rate is $99.00 per night / Children under 18 are free
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American Airlines Group Rate
American Airlines - 10% off from anytime in Country, when you lock into a fare 60 days before, 5% when
30 days before. Call Meeting Services Desk, Reference “Operation LZ/DC with
Authorization. No. A2IN2AA
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United Airlines Group Rate

United Airlines - 10% off from anytime in Country, when you lock into a fare 60 days before, 5% when 30
days before. Call [ EGTGR Convention-Meeting Services Desk, Reference “Operation LZ/DC with
Meeting Tour code # 594SY
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When you register we want a photo of you when you where in Vietnam and a photo of you now. We
are going to run the photos as a slide show for the reunion. This will give everyone who can’t
remember names but never forget faces a chance to connect. A photo of then and now in any form,
electronic or hard copy (copy of original photo) and snail mail them or email them to one of the three
names below.

Please have an original photo copied by scanner or go to local businesses that has a color copier and
have your photo’s copied. We will then scan them and put them into electronic format. We will not
return any photo’s, that’s why we want them either in a electronic format such as a JPG, GIF file or
color copy. You can email them to the following email address.

We also want to Photo’s of men, our friends who were killed in Action KIA if you have them. This
will be a memorial to our fallen friends. We can also provide their picture to the Vital Wall, so every
name on the will have a Face. Company’s like Kinko’s and others are copying our beloved KIA’s and
putting their pictures out there with their names!

If you can’t attend, please send in your photos of your friends’ photo for the reunion.

If your last names bﬁins between A through H , send your picture to— or

John Murphy, , Yonkers NY 10710

If your last names biins between I through O , send your pictures to _ or

Michael McDonald, , Mechanicsville, MD 20659

If your last names bﬁ'ns between P through Z , send your pictures to — or

Bob Johnston n., Marshfield, WI 54449

Send this form with check to: Terry Babler, DC 2002 REUNION I IEGEGB

New Glarus, WI 53574  (You will receive your registration confirmation in your
Welcome Packet at the registration/info desk at Doubletree Hotel) MAKE CHECKS
PAYABLE TO: OPERATION LZ/DC 02

After a quiet might on 16 March any remaining men
of Company ’'B’ 182nd Infantry were relieved from
Hill 260. Every weapon of First Battalion 132nd
Infantry had fired at the observation post
tree. These included the 75mm howitzers, the .50
caliber machine guns, all calibers of mortars and

the continous, prolonged use of flame throwers. A
fire was finally started at the observation
tree’s base. Pillbox communication trenche
extended toward the "tree” by the Americans.

Maj. Daehler exposed himself repeatedly
first hand information. He was always exposed to
Japanese 90mm mortar or machine gun fire. He
remained in the front line to encourage his
officers and men. His inspiration aided the
victory at Hill 260. For this outstanding action
he was awarded the Bronze Star Medal.

Maj. Franklin R. Brickles, the executive officer,
was always with Maj. Daehler. He was wounded while
making a reconnaissance of the battalion’s area.
He was evacuated off the Hill. Replacement
officers from the Third Battalion were transferred
into the depleted rifle companies of the First
Battalion. This day the casualties were two men
kilied and nine wounded.

The Famous Observation Post Tree Falls

on 17 March 1944 the 75mm pack howitzers were
firing "point blank”, the observation post tree
was burning freely. Continous .50 caliber machine
gun fire was placed into the tree trunk. Finally,
at 1910 hours, the famous observation post tree
fell. Only a 35-foot black remnant, loaded with
lead and steel, protruded skyward and was burning
freely. The destruction of the "tree” was a symbol
of victory for the Americans and the ’turning
point’ of the battle. As it fell the Americans
loud cheers reverberated over the entire hill.

This tall observation post banyan tree was the
most expensive "tree" in thé world; it was paid
for in both American and Japanese blood. In spite
of the tree falling the Japanese were still
holding on in desperation among the tree’s roots.
For some unknown Godly reason of fate on this day,
there were no American casualties.

A Shot In The Dark:

During the night one member of Company B’ spotted
'a Japanese creeping up the hill toward his
perimeter foxhole.. One blast from his M-1 rifle
killed him. The next morning the dead Japanese was
found and identified as an officer. In his hand
was a super souvenir-—a Samurai sword. The sword
was retrieved. Later at Bougainville, the
infantryman traded the sword to a quartermaster
officer for a refigeration unit to benefit Comapny
’B’.

At 0740 hours on Saturday 18 March 1944 Company
B’ moved south from the north knob. They attacked
northeast. Company B’ advanced over difficult
terrain. Lt. Daniel L. Garan and his platoon
attacked wide around the east side of the tree.
The Japanese defense was slowly weakening; the
battle appeared to favor the Americans. This
attack of B’ Company was observed by Lt. Kaps, as
his company laid down supporting fire.

Emil Pavlovich-Pitcher of Grenades

Meanwhile, gasoline-filled cans were thrown at the
base of the -n observation post tree. Japanese
mortar firl s extremely heavy. Pvt. Emil
Povliovich pf Company B’ rose to a standing
position to throw white phosphorous grenades at
the Japanese positions. He threw 75 grenades to
destroy four pillboxes at the base of the Banyan
tree. He recieved wounds during this action that

were fatal. Pavlovich was awrded posthumrously the
Distinguished Service Cross. At day’s end the
American casualties were one man killed and nine
wounded.

The Unmerciful Pounding of Artillery
A new observation post banyan tree was set up by
the Americans on the south end of the north knob.

ST o= in the tree were freely

BN Y r bce soldiers. During the night

7777777777777777 ired one round every two
utec s g . About 1,800 rounds were
fired on the Japanese on a normal night. During
the Hill 260 battle the 105mm howitzers fired more
than 10,000 rounds. the 155’s fired 500 rounds.
The artillery pounded the Japanese positions
unmercifully until the enemy was driven off the
Hill.

After a quiet night, on Sunday 19 March 1944
Company ’A’ moved back to a new perimeter on Hill
260; Company ’B’ resumed the attack. They left
the line of departure 100 yards southwest of the
fallen observation post tree and reached the
Japanese barbed wire positions. The Japanese had
mutually covering pillboxes making any approach to
them difficult.

S/Sgt. Frank F. Castano--A Man of Courage

During the morning of 19 March 1944, using his
skills and courage, S/Sgt. Frank F. Castano, the
First Battalion aid man rescued a seriously
wounded Company ’B’ rifleman. The soldier laid in
an enemy lane of machine gun fire. In full view
of the Japanese, Castano crawled, ran, zig-zagged
and slowly edged his way to the wounded soldier.
S/Sgt. Castano calmly proceeded to stop the
massive leg hemorrhage.

it appeared as though the Japanese permitted him

to attend this fallen soldier. Through heavy
mortar fire, he brought the soldier back to
waiting stretcher bearers. For his valor in the

face. of the enemy, S/Sgt. Castano was awarded an
Oak Leaf cluster to his Silver Star. Later in the
Philippines he received a field commission as
second lieutenant. There, on Cebu, he was
wounded.

Maj. Franklin R. Rickles, Battalion Executive
Oofficer, was wounded while making a reconnaissance
of A Company area. Lts. Vernelle J. Ness and
Howard Davies were wounded while cleaning out the
south end of the saddle. Lt. Fred Kaps suffered a
second wound with more than 30 grenade fragments
in his body, he refused evacuation to remain with
his company  and fight.

The Japanese attempted to withdraw from the Hill.
S/Sgts. John H. Beau and Paul L. Fish fought
valiantly. Sgt. Sam Nicosia was wounded a second
time. In this fierce fighting the Americans lost
six killed and 37 wounded.

Men Inspired By Bravery And Valor

There were many individual acts of bravery and
valor. One such aggressive act of courage was as
follows: On 19 March 1944 S/Sgt. Paul L. Fish of
Company ’'B’ engaged the Japanese during a fiercely

defended counterattack. When his platoon was
temporarily halted by intense fire, Sgt. Fish
picked up a wounded T = matic rifle and
moved forward of t crest on the

southern slope of Hill 260. There, fully exposed
to heavy Japanese fire, he took up a firing
position killing six Japanese. He then ran along
the crest alternating delivering automatic fire,
hurling grenades, and encouraging stalled troops
to advance. He inspired his troops to resume the
attack. A Japanese pillbox was destroyed killing






























