
130 28 Aug 11 

Dear FIII1I11y -

SUPpoledly, thb typewriter hu been repaired - which, ill Arw;y terma, me .. that 
sOlMOne looked at it and put a new ribbon ill it. "ever, it'a alwaye fun to 
experiment. !low, what that 'I ablolutely important and earth-ehatteriDa do I baYe 
to tell you? For one thillg, I'm ill receipt (officialeae rubbiDa off on me) of the 
food package with tbe sbrimp chow meill; you put ill ao IIIUb:: extra ahrimp that we 
took someones pi •• a mix from bome and had shrimp pi •• a aa desaert - a coordilleted 
dinner, if lomewhat ecclectic. IJext food Pack88e, why don't you include a couple 
of piz.a mixes and hold off on the Kelba tout (there'l ..,re than I can eat, and, 
unfortunately, the cockroachea are inordinately fond of it and will eat through 
any thiDa to get at it - I Imow that they're just added proteill, but there are 11aUa 
to my adventurelomeneel). lrayway, the piz.al are quite good, can have jUlt about 
anythiDa at hand addedd to the., and are immenlely popilat. At the _nt, we're 
negotiatiDa with ''Ko-.-aan'' for a couple of lobatera so that ve can haYe our ova 
party (UIlOfficial, DOt an office Party, thank heavenl) Monday. She'a already 
brougbt a couple, and they're very large - quite beautiful - aaiDOn-poiloDOUS. 
She 'a already brought a couple ill, and I have a photograpb of her (I hope I can 
have it developed) holdiDa one, which b al..,lt u big u ahe b. By the ti_ 
ahe can get them, we lhould have boarded eDOugh .oda and beer (both are ext.e.ely 
.caree, aloDS with tobacao productl, aoap, and a few other .unliriea and luxurie.) 
to have quite a .uccee.fuI affair. 

Alle, ~iI'. envelope with the 'ecODd-hand booka arrived a few daya 880. It al..,lt 
makea me feel bad to .ee the. here. conaideriDa what the environment deea to booka. 
The Bolbom, which I took out on guard witb _ a while back, looka quite dbeued. 
The bumidity hu wilt .. it; the roachel bave lampled (and rejected) it; and there 
are spot. of ... quito repellant and a .. ll-arms lubricant all over it - a rather .ad 
p ... for a relpectable book to co.e to. lrayway, I just read the "cry. tal Cave" -
because it vent quickly. The idea of writiDa a DOvel about Kerlill before Arthur b 
defillitely iIltriguiDa - and the fir.t part ia defillitely good. But I bave to admit 
tbat ill the .econd part, with ABcoaiul'l expedition to Britain and Merlin'. recosnition 
abe aee. til have rUD out of ate... It looae. the feeliDa of authantioity (whicb 
ia ratber difficult to create ill a fabrication of that nature) of immediate po.t-
lleman Britain and beginato comprombe to much with the medieval Arthur. I.e., tbere 
are too many horaea and too many /raglo-French .0unliiDa n_a -ns the DOn-Breton •• 
Herlin'a aid in Uther'a seduction (if you could call it that) of Yaraine a .. cka too 
much of comedy, punly _identUly. lan't there _ther ''how-it-would-haYe-been'' 
DOvel about Arthur that'a rather recent (lalt 15 yeara)? Still, it va. definitely 
fUD. and hal been paased OD. 

I £1.., ,,'.'" ~~., "''' military driver' a licenae - and licenle 1a is indeed. !light before 
lut I wa. driver of the guard (excule me Driver of the Guard; everythiDa aroUDd 
hera hal I title), and enjoyed myself thoroughly. driviD8 allover Chu Lai Defenae 
Co-.nd ill my little jeep - straight up the sidea of .and dunea ill four-wheel drive. 
Plu" I had friends of mille ill two of the bunkera I had to check out and briDa 
Midnight allow to. 10 I had converlation (wbich b never lackillg on guard anyway) 
whenever I drove by. Anyway, I had a marveioul time driviDa all night long and 
got the momiDa off for it. which waa defillitely needed. 



As for your questiou 8bout what is go:l.ng to happen vith the Division mel wbether 
it Idght mec comiDg ho_ early. The cnere is: 'DIIIt aU depends. Fir.t of aU 
it depends on wben the diYi.ioD i. fiDally closed out - which wlll be quite a 
while vith .oaeth:l.ng of thi •• ize (It's the largest dlvlsioD iD cy a~ at the 
..,_nt - whith c officlal str8ll8tb of 8bout 22,000 mel c actual strell8th, whlch 
the Arrtry doe .. ' t llke to mention, of about 35,000). If lt walts 10118 enough to 
stau4 dovD, then lt wouldn't be pro,itable for people wlth 8bout, eay, 60 daye 
left to be re .. signed iD Vletua. - cd I would be oae of them. this eee .. quite 
poeslble, if lt --. .. to clo •• out before II)' tour eu. (which is alway. c 
assuq»tion). Actually, I'd rather be able to epend the Chrietmas period vith my 
family thc to co_ home too early cd have to go ftay agaiD at the e .. e tl .. of 
year. Anyway, I won't con.lder my.ilf to really be ho .. UDtll I've gotten out * 
of the Army. 

There is one thillg th4lt 1 dldn't wrlter about: Happy Blrthday to my lather, I'm 
afraid that I'm already braDded .. the eort of per.on who cc't remember cy sort 
of hollday or other lmportct date. Ah weU, my OWD birthday this year wa.n' t 
exactly the most thrill:l.ng I've ever had either. Bow po •• ltlvely pathetlel Bah. 
Ttae pa .... , 'ven iD lII .. , aDd that' e the impOrtct th:l.ng. Consider:l.ng the epeed 
vith whleh this year h .. Pa .. ed, I really have noth:l.ng to complaill 8bout. 

What elee? Juet that * I love you all very much - aDd I'll be home befere you laic. 
It. 


