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THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
TRANBM1'l~lNG 

ON 12 MAY 1975. I WAS ADVISED ~'HAT THE SS "MAYAGU~;Z:' A 
AlffiHCHAN'l' V}!:SSl<J1. OJ!' UNITED STAl.'BS 1{j,~G IS'l'RY WITIl A U.S. 
CITIZE~ CREW, WAX FIRED TJl-'O~ AND SEIZED BY 'l'IlM A R.\[ED 
~'ORCES OF CAMBODIA IN INTERNATIONAL WATERS. ~'H[S HOSTILE 
..\.0'1' WA.S IN CLEAR VIOLATION" OF INTERNATION'AL LAW 

MAY 10 (legislative day. APniL 21,), 19i5.-Referred to tht~ COlli lIIi ttee on Jl'oreign 
Relations and ordered to be printed 

'I'llE WHITE HOUSE, 
W Il8hington, D.O., May 15, 1975. 

HOll. JAMES O. EASTLAND, 
President Pro Tempore of the Senate, 
D.S. SeTUlte, Washington, D.O. 

DEAn MR. PRESIDENT: On 12 May 1975, I was advised that the SS 
Mayaguez, a merchant vessel of U.S. registry enroute from Hong 
Kon~ to Thailand witll a U.S. citizen crew, was fired upon, stopped, 
boarded, and seized by Cambodian naval patrol boats of the Armed 
Forces of Cambodia in international waters in the vicinity of Poulo 
Wai Island. The seized vessel was then forced to proceed to Koh Tang 
Island where it was required to anchor. This hostile act was in clear 
violation of international law. 

In view of this illegal and dangerous act, I ordered, as you have 
been previously advised, U.S. military forces to conduct the necessary 
reconnaissance and to be ready to respond if diplomatic efforts to se­
cure the return of the vessel and its personnel were not successful. Two 
U.S. reconnaissance aircraft in the course of locating the Afayagltez 
sustained minimal damage from small firearms. Appropriate demands 
for the return of the Mayaguez and its crew were made, both publicly 
and privately, without success. 
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Til ace .U1C:e with my desire that the Congress be informed 011 this 
matter .md taking note of s"ctioll 4(a) (1) of tlw 'Var Powers Resoln­
tion, I ,dsh to report to yon that at abont 6 :20 a.m., 13 May, plll·suant 
to my instructions to pl'event OIP 1l10VCIIIPIlt of the Mayaguez into a 
mainland port, U.S. aircraft tired Wal'nill~ shots across the bow of the 
ship and gave visnal signals to slllall ci·aft approaching the ship. 
Subse.'luently, in order to stabilize the situation and in an attempt to 
preclude removal of the American ere,y of the AI aljaguez to the main­
land, where their rescue wouln be more difficult, I directed the U.S. 
Armed Forces to isolate the island and interdict any movement be­
tween the ship or the island and the mainland, and to prevent move­
ment of· the 811ip itself, while still taking all possible care to prevent 
loss of life or injury to the U.S. captives. During the evening of 13 
May, It Cambodian patrol boat attemptillp; to leave the island dis­
regarded aircraft warnillgs and was sunk. Thereafter, two other 
Oambodian pa.trol craft were destroyed and foul' others were damaged 
alld immobilized. One boat, suspected of having some U.S. captives 
aboard, succeeded in reaching lCompong Sam after efforts to turn it 
arollnd without inj ury to the passengers failed . 

Our continued objective in this operation was the rescue of the 
c!1ptured American crew along with the retaking of the suiI' ill ayaguez. 
For that purpose, 1 ordered late this aftemoon an assault by U.S. 
Marines on the island of Koh Tang to search out and rescue such 
Americans as might still be held there, and T m·dered retaking oL the 
Atayaguez by other marines boarding from the destroyer escort Holt. 
In addition to continued fighter and gUlIship coverage of the Koh 
Tang area, these marine activities were supported by tactical aircraft 
from the Coral Sea, striking the military airfield at Ream alld other 
milital'Y targets in the al'l~a of l\:ompong Som in order to prevcllt 
reinforcement or suppmt from the mamland of the Cambodian forces 
detaining the Amcncan vessel and crew. 
~U approximately 9 p.m., e.d.t. on 14 !\lay, the At ayaguez was re­

h1ken hy U.S. Lorces. At approximately 11 :30 p.m., the entire crew of 
the ill ayaguez was taken aboard the TV ilBO". U.S. forces have hegun 
the I)l'ocess of disengagement and witlldT'9.wal. 

This operation was ordered and conducted pm'suant to thlY Presi­
dellt:s constillitiOllU1 EXCCllt ivc power awl his authority as Commander 
in Chief of the U.S. Armed Forces. 

Sincerely, 
GERAW R. FORD. 
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