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Re1uest for Accident Report 

Haight, G~rdner, Poor, & Havens 
ATTN: ?.'Ir. Carroll E. Dubuc 
1 State Street Plaza 
New York, ~ew York 10004 

l. This is in response to your telephone conversation 
with Mr. Ray C. ?.ellman, Reports & Analysis Division, 
Air Force Inspection and Safety Center for two copies 
of the accident report involving the C-5A near Saigon, 
Vietnam: on 4 Ap:~il 1975. 

2. Attached are the factual portions of the report. 
Those portions exempt from disclosure under the Freedom 
of Information Act are as follows: 

a. Those portions of the report concerning the l 
inv~stigating officers' opinions, speculations, conclu- . 
sions, findings, and recommendations are not releasable. 
This information is exempt from disclosure under the 
Freedom of Information Act, Public Law 90-23, 5 u.s.c. 
552(b)(5). It may be withheld under the statute and 
re~ulations because the release of such information would 
have a stifling effect on the free and frank expressions 
of ideas, opinions, and recommendations between Air Force 
officials. ---

b. The statements of witnesses giving unsworn testimony 
before the investigating board are not releasable. Each 
witness was promised by testifying that his testimony would 
be used solely for accident prevention and would not be use~ 
for any other purpose. This promise of confidentiality is 
to induce the witness to tell the board everything he knows 
about the accident even though his statement may be agai·nst 
his personal interest or possibly incriminating. Such 
testimony is exempt under 5 U.S.C. 552(b)(4). Statements 
are retained in confidence as they are essential to an 
effective investigation. 

Strength 1rough \'igilance 



.... 

·-

) 
_ _, 

... .. . ~ 

c. The medical data and personnel re~ords are exempt 
from release under 5 U.S.C. 552(b)(6). This information 
would r~sult in a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal 
pri-.1acy. 

\ 
I 
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e. Engineering evaluations performed by Lockheed~ 
Georgia Company, Marietta, Georgia, are exempt from release, 
5 U.S.C. 552(b)(4) .. This information was received from 
contractor in confidence. 

3. The decision to withhold release of portions of 'this 
accident report may be appealed in writing·to the Secretary 
of the Air Force within 45 days from the date of this letter. 
Include in your appeal any reason for reconsideration you 
wish to present, and attach a copy of this letter. Address 
your letter as follows: Secretary of the Air Force, throng:, 
HQ AFISC, Norton Air Force Base, California 92409. 

J 

4. Federal regulations require that the cost of research-
ing and processing this material be assessed to the requesting 
party. The cost of processing these reports is $368.10. 
Please make your check payable to the Treasurer of the 
United States and forward it to AFISC/DA, Norton AFB, CA 

? 9~~- j 'Lf 
R ~ t.~AMS, ~a~ 
Major General, USAF \ l 
Commander , 

r; ,_, 

1 Atch 
Acdnt Rprt (2 cys) 
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COLLATERAL INVESTIGATION OF AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT 

INVOLVING 

C-5A SERIAL NUMBER 68-218 
1 5 AUG 1975 

I. AUTHORITY 

1. This is a report of a collateral investigation 
conducted from 4 April 1975 through 15 August 1975 at 
Saigon, Republic of Vietnam; Clark Atr Base, Republic of 
Philippines; Travis Air Force Base, California; and Scott 
Air Force Base, Illinois by Bernard A. Waxstein, Jr., 
Colonel, USAF, under the authority of Special Order A-29, 
Headquarters Military Airlift Coumand (MAC), Scott AFB, 
Illinois, dated 4 April 1975. (TAB 1) The investigation 
was conducted in accordance with Air Force Regulation 110-
14, as supplemented (TAB 2) and Air Force Manual 120-3. 

II. MATTERS INVESTIGATED 

2. This investigation was made to ascertain the facts 
and circumstances and to obtain and preserve all available 
evidence of the aircraft accident involving Air Force C-5A 
Serial Number 68-218, hereinafter referred to as C-5A 218, 
occurring at 0830 GMT (1630 hours local), 4 April 1975, 2 
nautical miles northeast of Runway 25L, Tan Son Nhut Air 
Base, Saigon, Republic of Vietnam. As a result of the 
accident the best evidence obtainable to date indicates that 
138 of the 314 persons aboard the aircraft were fatally 
injured, to include 11 U. S. Air Force crew members; 40 U. 
S. citizens, (35 Department of Defense (DOD) civilian 
employees of the United States Defense Attache Office 
(USDAO), Saigon and 5 others to include 2 dependent wives, 
2 dependent children and 1 private citizen); 79 Vietna~ese 
National children; and 8 third country nationals (5 German, 
2 Australian, 1 Malaysian). The total of those who survived 
is 176, to include 18 crew members; 8 U. S. citizens (2 U. S. 
government civilian employees, 4 dependent children and 2 
private citizens); and 150 Vietnamese National children. 
(See paragraph 27, below) The aircraft, assigned to the 
60 Military Airlift Wing (MAC), Travis Air Force Base, 
California was totally destroyed. (TAB 82) , 

3. During the course of this investigation, 58 wit­
nesses were interviewed and the testimony of 36 witnesses 
was taken in the form of sworn statements, where possible, 
unsworn st~tements and verbatim transcripts of testimony. 
(TABS 3 thru 38) Documentary evidence was obtained in the 
form of records, diagrams, maps, transcripts of tape record­
ings, photographs, laboratory analysis reports, letters, 
etc. ,(TABS 39 thru 99) and pertinent files and directives 
reviewed. Technical assistance was provided by personnel 
of the Directorate of Aircrew Standardization and Evaluation, 
Deputy Chief of Staff, Operations; and the Directorate of 



Maintenance Engineering, Deputy Chief of Staff, Logistics; 
both of Hq MAC, as well as personnel of the Directorate of 
Aircrew Standardization, Deputy Chief of Staff, Operations; 
and the Directorate of Maintenance Engineering, Deputy Chief 
of Staff, Logistics, 22 Air Force, Travis AFB. Additional 
technical assistance was provided by personnel of the Metal­
lurgical Laboratory, San Antonio Air Logistics Center (AFLC), 
Kelly Air Force Base, Texas. 

III. FACTS 

4. Mission PYM 3578, C-5A 218, departed Travis AFB on 
1 April 1975 at 0647Z. (Unless otherwise stated, all times 
are Greenwich Mean time designated by the letter "Z".) (TAB 
72) The mission itinerary directed a flight to Warner Robins 
AFB, Georgia for onload of 45.9 torts of cargo, thru flight 
return to Travis, enroute stops at Hickam AFB, Hawaii, 
Andersen AFB, Guam and Clark AB, with subsequent offload at 
Tan Son Nhut Air Base, Saigon and return to Clark AB. (TABS 
71 and 72) 

5. The aircraft arrived at Warner Robins AFB at 1058Z 
(TAB 72) and after onload, departed at 1710Z (TAB 72). During 
the time the aircraft was on the ground, refueling and rou­
tine maintenance was performed. It arrived at Travis AFB.at 
2242Z (TAB 72). After refueling and routine ground maintenance 
the aircraft departed, with a new crew, for Hickam AFB at 
0505Z, 2 April, arriving at 1020Z (TAB 72), where the air­
craft was again refueled, routine maintenance performed and 
a new crew enplaned. During the flight from Travis to Hickam 
it was noted that the copilot's windshield was arcing. Because 
of the high priority of the mission, it was not replaced but a 
windshield was placed aboard the aircraft for subsequent 
installation at Clark AB. (TAB 89, p. 19) 

6. The aircraft commander for the remainder of the 
mission (departure from Hickam until accident) was Captain 
Dennis W. Traynor, 257-70-7773, 22 Military Airlift Squadron 
(MAS), Travis AFB. The remainder of the 15-man crew, all 
assigned to the 22 MAS, constituted an augmented crew con­
sisting of 4 pilots, 2 navigators, 3 flight engineers and 
6 loadmasters. The identity of the flight crew members, 
their flight authorizations, qualifications and flying 
experience are described in TABS 53, 54 and 56 thru 70. 

7. C-5A 218 departed Hickam on 2 April at 1524Z and 
~fter a routine flight, landed at Andersen AFB, Guam at 
2315Z, 2 April. (TAB 72) The aircraft was refueled at 
Andersen, routine ground maintenance performed and the 
mission proceeded with departure from Andersen at 0239Z 
on 3 April and arrival at Clark Air Base at 0637Z, (TAB 
72), where the crew went into crew rest. Enroute to Clark, 
the #2 engine was shut down because of high vibration 
readings on the Malfunction Detection Analysis and Recording 
System (MADAR). (TAB 3 and TAB 89, p. 25) 



8. Following 12 hours crew rest, Captain Traynor's 
crew was alerted at 1900Z, 3 April (0300 local/4 April) 
and informed that they would take C-5A 218 into Saigon, 
offload and return to Clark. The crew reported to the 
Clark AB Operations Center at 2000Z, 3 April (0400 local/ 
4 April) for flight-planning and pre-mission briefing, 
which was accomplished. At that time, maintenance was 
in progress on the installation of the copilot's wind­
shield and the inspection on the #2 engine. Prior to 
departure from Clark AB, it was determined, after inspec­
tion, that the #2 engine discrepancy was due to a mal­
function in the indicating system. The faulty vibration 
pick-up discrepancy was carried forward. (TAB 89, p. 27) 
Additionally, the copilot's windshield was replaced. 
(TABS 3, 4 and 89, p. 19) 

9. At approxlmately 2200Z, 3 April (0600 local/4 April), 
Captain Traynor was advised in a telephone call from 22 AF 
Operations Center, Travis AFB, that, after offloading the 
cargo at Tan Son Nhut Air Base, he was to onload as many 
Vietnamese orphans together with their "attendants" or 
"escorts" as were then available and processed, and return 
on a primary special mission basis to Clark AB. Additionally, 
the floorloading of passengers in the cargo compartment was· 
authorized as necessary. (TAB 3) 

10. At 2000Z, 3 April, 22 AF Operations Center was 
advised by the MAC Operations Center that the Connnander 
MAC directed the movement of as many Vietnamese orphans 
as were available out of Tan Son Nhut Air Base on C-5A 
218 to Clark AB and the floorloading of passengers in the 
cargo compartment, if necessary. (TAB 73) The authorization 
by the Commander, MAC was given pursuant to the direction of 
higher Air Force authority as reflected by entries made in 
the MAC Contingency Support Staff log. 

11. The mission departed Clark for Tan Son Nhut Air 
Base at 0213Z, 3 April (1013 local/4 April). In addition 
to the 15 memb£rs of the flight crew noted in paragragh 6, 
above, nine additional Air Force personnel joined the crew 
in the flight from Clark to Tan Son Nhut Air Base. They 
included a loadmaster, SMSgt Snedegar; 2 flight nurses, 
1st Lt Alllle and Wirtz; 3 medical technicians, SSgt Hadley, 
Sgt Wise and Sgt Gmerek; 2 photographers, MSgt Castro and 
Sgt Nance; and a MAC mission observer, Lt Col Willis. The 
flight authorization, qualifications and flying experience 
of the loadmaster, SMSgt Snedegar, are described in TABS 
53, 54 and 62. Flight authorizations for remaining 8 crew 
members ar~ found at TAB 53. The departure from Clark, the 
enroute flight and the arrival at Saigon were routine. No 
engine problems were experienced. Arrival time at Saigon 
was 0451Z (1251 local) 4 April. (TAB 72) 

3 



12. Upon arrival at Tan Son Nhut Air Base, the off­
loading of the cargo was completed through the aft ramp 
complex irt a rapid and orderly manner. In preparation for 
the onload of Vietnamese children and escorts, numerous 
support items had. been placed aboard the aircraft at Clark 
AB to include blankets, pillows, extra restraining straps, 
milk, juice, baby bottles, disposable diapers and box 
lunches. Additionally, a second medical crew, consisting 
of 2 flight nurses, Captain Klinker and Lt Goffinet and 3 
medical technicians, MSgt Boutwell, SSgt Paget and TSgt 
Johnson, which had been transported from Clark to Tan Son 
Nhut in a following C-141, joined the first medical crew 
aboard the aircraft to assist in the onload and subsequent 
flight to Clark. Their flight authorizations are found at 
TAB 53. 

13. The C-5 has three compartments for the crew and 
passengers: the flight deck (consisting of the cockpit, 
crew bunks, relief crew area, galley and courier compart­
ment); the upstairs troop compartment; and the downstairs 
cargo compartment. (See TAB 86, Drawings of C-5A) Onloading 
of passengers by flight and medical crew personnel was 
accomplished through the left troop door. A human chain 
was formed and the Vietnamese infant children were handed 
from the left troop door, up the troop compartment ladder 
into the troop compartment where they were placed two to a 
seat. Pillows and blankets were placed between the infants 
and their seat belts in order to allow for comfort and to 
insure that the infants were securely fastened. After the 
troop compartment's aft-facing seats were fully occupied 
with infants, 145 in all, the loading of passengers to 
include older Vietnamese children, their adult escorts 
and a few U. S. National dependent children was completed 
in the cargo compartment, again through the left troop door. 
Since there were no seats in the cargo compartment, a double 
layer of blankets was placed on the floor of the cargo com­
partment and the passengers either laid or sat upon the 
blankets facing forward in an area which was located aft of 
the crew entry door and forward of the main landing gear. 
They were secured by means of tie-down straps. Additionally, 
passengers were seated and secured by means of straps along 
the "catwalks" on both sides of the cargo compartment in the 
same area. Baggage was loaded through the paratroop door 
and by means of a conveyor belt positioned at the center 
of the aft ramp. Baggage was placed in rows on the deck 
of the cargo compartment from approximately fuselage station 
1700 aft·to the aft edge of the aft ramp. See TABS 3 thru 20, 
Statements.of the flight and medical crew members. 

14. The selection of those Vietnamese children who were 
transported to Tan Son Nhut AB for evacuation aboard C-5A 
218, as well as their U. S. and foreign national adult 
"attendants" or "escorts", was coordinated by personnel of 
the American Embassy, Saigon, as well as personnel of the 
U. S. Defense Attache Office (USDAO) and the U. S. Agency 
for International Development (USAID), both elements thereof. 
No manifest of Vietnamese children was ever presented to the 



crew of C-5A 218, although the crew was informed they 
would receive one, and that there was an "accurate master 
copy of the passenger manifest on file." Additionally, 
the crew was told that "the orphanage or some agency had 
accurate manifests." (See TABS 3 and 4, Statements of 
Captains Traynor and Harp) A copy of a passenger manifest 
containing 43 names, which later proved to be those of 35 
U. S. National Department of Defense civilian employees of 
USDAO and 5 dependents thereof as well as 3 dependents of 
an U. S. Army E-7 was given to the crew. (TAB 39) An 
additional handwritten list containing 10 names which later 
proved to be those of a USAID physician, three private U. 
S. citizens and 6 foreign nationals was provided to members 
of the Aircraft Accident Investigation Board by officials 
of USDAO in Saigon on 6 April 1975. At the bottom of the 
list, the following appears: "There was no manifest of 
orphans. They came from various orphanages in the Saigon 
area. Those agencies who put children on the airplane are 
attempting to compile lists, but none was available as of 
6 April 1975." (TAB 40) The Accident Investigation Board 
was also given the name of Dorothy Howard, a USDAO employee 
who was not listed on the manifest given to the crew, but 
was known to be a passenger aboard C-5A 218 upon its 
departure from Saigon. 

15. Prior to departure from Tan Son Nhut, normal pre­
flight planning was accomplished. A takeoff weight of 464,000 
pounds and fuel weight of 96,200 pounds was computed.(TAB 75) 
A clearance was filed via Track 4, Casong, PE-9, R-68, Lubang, 
T-23, Clark AB. (TAB 74) After the onload of passengers and 
satisfactory indications of a locked aft loading complex, 
(TABS 4, 8, 11 and 81) the engines were started and a TRT 
(maximum power) rolling takeoff was subsequently ~de at 
0803Z (1603 local/4 April) on Runway 07R. 

16. After takeoff, a right-hand turn was initiated and 
the aircraft proceeded directly to Vung Tau. (See TAB 77, Map, 
Route of Flight) The aircraft passed Vung Tau at 0812 (1612 
local), climbing through 20,000 feet. All indicators on the 
flight deck were normal for takeoff and climb. At 0815Z 
(1615 local), a rapid decompression occurred without warning 
as the aircraft was climbing through 23,300 feet, with air­
speed of 254 knots and a heading of 136 degrees. The aircrew 
donned oxygen masks and established interphone contact. 
Immediately following the decompression, the number one and 
number two hydraulic systems were lost including pressure 
and fluid quantity. Additionally, the pilot noted that the 
rudder pedal kicked hard right but the aircraft did not yaw 
and the control column chattered momentarily. The pedals 
were centered with no reaction. Approximately 45 seconds 
after the decompression, a shallow descending left turn was 
begun for an emergency return to Saigon. (See statements of 
crew members) 

17. As the damage was being assessed, the pilot realized 
he had no pitch control. He asked the copilot to assist him 
with the pitch. However, the copilot's pitch was also 



inoperative. All pitch trim, elevator and rudder cables 
had been severed at the time of rapid decompression. During 
the descent, the airspeed increased to 300 knots, the nose 
of the aircraft began to rise and the airspeed began to 
rapidly decrease. To prevent the aircraft from entering 
the stall speed range, a right bank of 30-40 degrees was 
made and power reduced. The aircraft then entered a steep 
dive. The wings were leveled and the pilot observed a 
rapid increase in airspeed. Realizing that his only means 
of pitch control was power and bank, he added power to avert 
the dive. As the airspeed increased through 326 knots, the 
nose of the aircraft began to rise. From this point on the 
pilot developed techniques for some limited control of pitch 
through continuous use of power and bank and established a 
controllable rate of descent at 250-260 knots. (See state­
ments of crew members) 

18. The initial assessment of damage by the crew revealed 
that the aft pressure door, a large portion of the aft ramp, 
and aft center cargo door had departed the aircraft. Initially, 
both aft side cargo doors were observed to be attached to the 
aircraft but subsequent observations revealed the right-hand 
aft side cargo door was missing. A large portion of the 
sloping torque deck was missing and numerous cables were 
separated and hanging from the remaining torque deck area 
immediately aft of the pressure bulkhead. (See statements 
of crew members) 

19. An emergency was declared and the aircrew was briefed 
to prepare for an emergency landing at Tan Son Nhut. At this 
time, aircrew and medical crew personnel became aware that a 
crash landing was a possibility. The six medical crew and 
three flight crew members in the troop compartment, main­
taining complete composure, carefully checked the seat belts, 
pillows and blankets of each infant to insure maximum security. 
After that was accomplished, these nine crew members and the 
seven "escorts" in the troop compartment sat or laid in the 
aisles or between the seats, since the seats in the troop 
compartment were fully occupied by infants. Four medical 
crew and seven flight crew members comforted and prepared 
the passengers in the cargo compartment for possible crash 
landing. (See statements of crew members) 

20. The undivided attention of the pilots was directed 
to aircraft control. While the pilot, Captain Traynor, main­
tained power requirements, the copilot, Captain Harp, flew 
the ailerons. In order to ascertain the approach pitch and 
power requirements at the earliest time, extension of the 
landing gear was initiated at approximately 10,000 feet and 
260 knots. The aircraft commander called for the "Gear Down, 
Before Landing Checklist." The forward main landing gear 
extended normally. The nose gear was extended by use of 
the emergency extend switch. The aft main gear was then 
extended using the emergency extend switches. The aircraft 
had previously been placed on a heading of 310 degrees to 
position it for a VFR final to Runway 25L at Tan Son Nhut. 



Approaching 6 nautical miles from the end of the runway, 
approximately 4,000 feet mean sea level and 230 knots air­
speed, a shallow 15 degree bank left turn was begun for 
landing. Approximately one-half way through the turn, the 
aircraft nosed down at a rapid rate. Seeing that they would 
be unable to reach the runway, the pilots rolled the wings 
level and applied power to the full throttle capability. 
All landing gear was noted in the down and locked position 
by the flight engineer. Immediately prior to impact, the ~ 
pilot retarded the throttle to idle. The aircraft touched 
down at 0830Z (1630 local) on its main landing gear in a 
marshy area, in use as a rice paddy, approximately 2 nautical 
miles northeast of the runway. The aircraft was in a slightly 
left wing low, level flight attitude with an airspeed above 
269 knots. It rolled and skidded along the ground for 
approximately 1,000 feet and became airborne. The aircraft 
continued in flight for approximately 2700 feet during 
which time the Saigon River was crossed. The second impact 
was on the western bank of the river at which time the air-
craft skidded and began to tear and shed parts. After 
approximately 1200 feet of travel the aircraft separated 
into four major sections; empennage, flight deck, troop 
compartment and entire wing section. These sections assumed 
different trajectories and came to rest in separate locations 
The cargo compartment totally disintegrated as the aircraft 
progressed down the touchdown path. (See statements of crew 
members; TAB 78, Impact and Wreckage Map; TAB 79, Wreckage 
Diagram and TAB 80, Photographs) 

21. That portion of the flight deck just forward of 
the courier compartment came to rest in an almost totally 
inverted position on its right side (TAB 80). There was 
no fire. Four of the crew in the cockpit at the time of 
impact - the pilot, copilot, a flight engineer and a third 
pilot - exited through the pilot's left window. The navi­
gator, who had been in the cockpit, escaped through a hole 
in the relief crew area, as did other crew members - a 
second navigator, a flight engineer and two loadmasters 
who had been in the relief crew area at the time of impact. 
These nine crew members suffered only very minor injuries. 
(See statements of crew members and TAB 80) 

22. The troop compartment, in its entirety•,•c•a•m•e __ t_o ____ 1· rest in an upright position, reasonably well intact both 
inside and out after skidding over 1,000 feet. There was 
no fire. (TAB 80) 

23. The primary wing structure and the pylons remained 
intact untiI the final separation of the aircraft when they 
came to rest at the farthest point forward in the wreckage 
path in an inverted position. (See statements of crew mem­
bers and TAB 80, Photographs) 

-

24. Rescue activity was immediate. The nine crew members 
(paragraph 21 above) who had escaped from the inverted flight 
deck, quickly proceeded across the marshy area to the upright 
troop compartment where the two aft emergency exits had already 
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been opened by members of the flight and medical crews 
therein. All crew members and civilian escorts then worked 
together, some despite painful injuries of their own, to 
evacuate the infant children from the troop compartment 
through the emergency exits to an area outside the compart­
ment. (See statements of crew members) 

25. At the time of the crash landing, several Air 
America and Vietnamese Air Force (VNAF) helicopters were 
in the immediate area and within five minutes a number of 
helicopters converged on the accident scene. They immedi­
ately began shuttling survivors to Tan Son Nhut Air Base 
where they were subsequently taken to the Seventh Day 
Adventist Hospital and other hospitals in the Saigon area. 
The helicopter rescue operation was completed in one and 
one-half hours. (See statements of crew members) 

26. A representative from the Casualty Services Branch, 
Air Force Military Personnel Center, Randolph AFB, Texas 
(CWO W-4 Leo F. Scott) attempted to determine the number 
and category of persons aboard C-5A 218 upon its departure 
from Saigon and the number and category of survivors/ 
fatalities as a result of the accident. He compiled data 
from crew testimony, existing manifests and discussions 
with both the Joint Casualty Resolution Center Liaison 
Office (JCRC) in Saigon and Army Pathologists at Camp 
Samae Sam, Thailand. His report is attached at TAB 45. 
He estimated that there were 330 persons aboard C-5A 218 
upon departure from Saigon, with 155 fatalities and 175 
survivors. 

27. Evidence which was not available at the time of 
Mr. Scott's report, but which is the best evidence available 
at the time of this writing, demonstrates that there were 
in fact _J].9. persons aboard C-5A 218 upon departure from 
Saigon ali<rthat of that total, 138 perished as a result of 
the accident, leaving 12,j survivors. The totals are arrived 
at as follows: 

a. Crew Members - 29 Air Force crew members were 
aboard to include 16 flight crew, 10 medical crew, two 
photographers and a MAC Mission Observer. An exhibit found 
at TAB 55 has been compiled to identify the entire crew, 
their locations both at the time of rapid decompression 
and at impact and their injuries. The testimony of the 
surviving crew members may be found at TABS 3 through 20. 
DD Forms 1300, Report of Casualty, for each of the 11 
deceased crew members may be found at TAB 46. 

b. Passengers Other Than Vietnamese Children -
There were 56 passengers aboard who did not fall ·into the 
category of crew members or Vietnamese children. Of the 56, 
48 perished, leaving eight survivors. 

(1) Eight of the 56 were third country nationals: 
five Germans, two Australians and one Malaysian. None survived. 



Their identities and nationalities are shown at TAB 50, 
which also contains Department of the Army Forms 3565, 
Certificate of Death (Overseas) for the eight third 
country nationals. 

(2) The remaining 48 passengers were U. S. 
Nationals, 40 of whom were fatalities. 

(a) Of the 40 fatalities, 35 were 
Department of Defense personnel employed by the United 
States Defense Attache Office, Saigon. Copies of Travel 
Orders (DD Form 1610), directing departure from Saigon on 
or about 4 April 1975, for 30 of the 35 may be found at 
TAB 41. The purpose of travel stated in the orders is 
"To direct employee to escort Vietnamese orphans out of 
Vietnam on Humanitarian Flight to the United States." 
Copies of the Travel Ord.ers of the remaining five USDAO 
fatalities (Helen Drye, Marilyn P. Eichen, Vera S. 
Hollibaugh, Barbara J. Kavulia and Orin J. Poulton) were 
not located, although evidence derived from interviews 
with USDAO personnel officers indicated that Travel 
Orders were issued to those five in the same format as 
those described for the 30 above. Department of the Army 
Forms 3565, Certificate of Death (Overseas), for the 35 
USDAO employees may be fowid at TAB 47. 

(b) The remaining five U. S. National 
fatalities included the dependent wife (Nova L. Bell) and 
10 year old son (Michael E. Bell) of U. S. Army E-7 Garnett 
E. Bell, assigned to USDAO (See Travel Order, TAB 42, which 
specifies the purpose of travel is "To evacuate dependent(s) 
and to permit dependent to escort Vietnamese orphans out of 
Vietnam on an Humanitarian Flight to the United States"); 
Rohn F. Drye III, dependent son of USDAO employee, Helen 
Drye (also a fatality, see above) (no Travel Order located); 
Marta Moschkin, dependent wife of Utschur Moschkin, a USDAO 
employee, who was not aboard the aircraft (see Travel Order 
at TAB 44); and Laurie Stark, adult daughter of Dr. Merrit 
W. Stark, a Public Health Physician assigned to the U. S. 
Agency for International Development (USAID) and stationed 
with that agency in Saigon. (See TAB 25 for Dr. Stark's 
testimony) Dr. Stark, who was officially aboard the aircraft 
as a medical adVisor (See TAB 43, Travel Order) and who was 
one of the eight U. S. National survivors, requested his 
daughter, who af.parently had no official dependent status 
in Vietnam, to 'serve as an escort on this flight," which 
she did. Department of the Army Form 3565, Certificate of 
Death (Overseas), for the first four named fatalities can 
be fowid at:TAB 48. The Special Consular Services Branch 
of the State Department has indicated that their Form FS-192, 
Report of Death of an American Citizen, will be issued to 
reflect the death of Laurie Stark . - .. 

(3) The eight United States National survivors 
were Dr. Merrit W. Stark; Thelma L. Thompson, USDAO civilian 
employee (see Statement at tAB 21); Linda Ad.ams, 18 year old 
dependent daughter of deceased USDAO employee, Barbara L. 



Adams (see testimony at TAB 24); Theresa Drye, 17 year 
old dependent daughter of deceased USDAO employee, Helen 
Drye, whose brother, Rohn III was also killed (see trans­
cript of interview at TAB 23); Andrea C. Bell, 5 year old 
dependent daughter of Army E-7 Garnett E. Bell, whose 
mother, Nova and brother, Michael, were killed; Kun.sang 
Moschkin, 9 year old dependent son of USDAO employee, 
Utschur Moschkin, whose mother Marta, was killed; Susan 
Elizabeth Der~e, 19 year old daughter of Esso Eastern 
employee, R .. nerge (see statement at TAB 22); and 
Christine Leivermann, 23 xear old nurse employed by 
"Friends for All Ch{ldren' in Saigon with an office in 
the United States at Boulder, Colorado. (See Statement 
at TAB 26) 

c. Vietnamese Children 

(1) As was stated in paragraph 14 above, no 
manifest of Vietnamese children was ever presented to the 
crew of C-5A 218. After the accident, personnel of the 
American Embassy, Saigon attempted to confirm the number 
and identity of the Vietnamese children aboard the flight, 
but were unsuccessful. The Boulder, Colorado headquarters 
of "Friends for All Children", a child placement agency, 
was contacted by the Investigating Officer since it appeared 
that a number of the children had come from institutions in 
Saigon which were affiliated with their organization. (See 
TABS 22, 25 and 26) On 23 July 1975 information was received 
from the Director of the agency, Wende I. Grant, which indi­
cates that the affiliates of "Friends for All Children" in 
Saigon placed a total of 228 children aboard the aircraft, 
of which 150 survived and 78 Serished. (See TAB 52) It 
should be noted that two of t e children who perished, 
namely David Bui an.d Michael Bui, were in fact children of 
German National, Theodora Bui, and have been categorized as 
third country nationals in paragraph 27b(l) above. (See also 
TAB 49) Of the 150 survivors, 9 were injured; however, the 
extent of their injuries are unknown and likely to remain so. 

(2) The day following the accident the bodies 
of all of the deceased were flown to U-Tapao Royal Thai Air 
Base, Thailand and turned over to the U. S. Army Mortuary · 
Thailand at nearby Camp Samae Sam, where the task of identi­
fication of remains was accomplished. Information received 
from the Disposition Program Director, Army Directorate of 
Memorial Affairs, Washington, D.C., indicates that Army 
pathologists identified the remains of 81 Vietnamese children, 
to include David and Michael Bui. (See TAB 51 for Department 
of the Army: Forms 3565, Certificate of Death (Overseas) for 
79 Vietnamese children; Certificates of Death for David and 
Michael Bui are found at TAB 50) 

. (3) In attempting to determine the number of 
Vietnamese national children survivors/fatalities, Mr. Scott 
relied (a) upon the testimony of Sergeant Philip R. Wise, a 
medical technician and one of the few survivors of those on 



board in the cargo compartment at the time of the accident;· 
and (b) upon the information he received from Army patholo­
gists at Camp Samae Sam who reported they had what appeared 
to be the remains of 93 children. (See TAB 45, Scott's report) 

(4) In my 17 April 1975 interview with Sgt Wise 
at the USAF Hospital, Clark Air Base, a verbatim transcript 
of which may be found at TAB 20, he testified that there were 
no children in the cargo compartment, only adults (see TAB 20, 
pp 4 and 5), "well over a hundred" (page: 6) although "there 
could have been small little kids", he doesn't "remember 
seeing any" (page 7). In light of the injuries he received 
as a result of the accident and considering his demeanor and 
the manner in which he answered questions, I have concluded 
that his testimony with regard to the number and category of 
passengers in the cargo compartment is not reliable. 

(5) Subsequent information received from Army 
pathologists at Camp Samae Sam indicate that although 93 
remains bags thought to contain the bodies of 93 Vietnamese 
children were originally received from Saigon, the identifi­
cation process demonstrated that in fact the 93 bags contained 
the remains of 81 children. 

28. The aircrew was briefed ·on weather at 2101Z, 3 April 
1975 by the Clark Duty Weather Forecaster. The weather was 
briefed as visual meteorological conditions (VMC) with no 
significant weather from Clark to 112 degrees East; isolated 
thunderstorms and associated weather, tops at FL 400 from 112 
degrees East to 110 degrees East; no significant weather from 
110 degrees East to Saigon; landing weather at Saigon was 
forecasted to be 4000 feet scattered, 13,000 feet broken, 
28,000 feet broken, visibility 7 miles, wind direction at 
340 degrees at 8 knots; altimeter 29.79. The crew called 
via pilot-metro service for a re-brief at 0150Z, 4 April 1975. 
Minimum changes were given in arrival weather but enroute 
weather was not changed. On the flight to Saigon the weather 
encountered was essentially as briefed except that the cirrus 
associated with the isolated thunderstorms off the coast was 
more dense than expected and light turbulence was experienced 
at FL 310 while in instrument meteorological conditions from 
112 degrees East to 110 degrees East. On the return flight 
to Clark the takeoff weather was 2600 feet scattered, 4000 
feet scattered, 30,000 feet broken, visibility 7 miles, wind 
direction from 130 degrees at l4 knots, altimeter 29.79. 
There were isolated towering cumulus between Saigon and the 
coast but the aircraft was in visual meterological conditions 
from takeoff until impact. Saigon weather at impact was 
2600 feet scattered, 30,000 feet broken, visibility 7 miles, 
wind direction from 120 degrees at 15 knots, altimeter 29.76. 
Crew interviews and an analysis of meteorological information 
(See TAB 37) demonstrate that weather was not a factor in the 
events leading 1.ip to the rapid decompression or in the 
attempted recovery of the aircraft. (See also TAB 76) 

29. Examination of the records of the crew members 
aboard C-5A 218 at the time of the accident demonstrates 
that the primary crew members were current and fully qualified 
in their flying duties in accordance with Air Force and 
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Military Airlift Command directives. (AFM 60-1 and MAC 
Supplement thereto and MACR 51-1, 51-5 and 60-1). 
Additionally, those crew members who were flying in an 
authorized student status were under the proper super­
vision of currently qualified instructor personnel. 
Further, interviews with the crew and a review of AF 
Forms 1042 "Medical Recommendation for Flying Duties" 
indicate that all crew members were in good health, on 
no medication a.nd with no irregularities during the 72 
hour period preceding the accident. (See TABS 56 through 
70 for pertinent flight records of crew members and TAB 
35, Statement of Major DiFerdinando.) 

30. Because of the political situation in South Vietnam 
at the time of the accident and thereafter there was no way 
to achieve complete security of the accident site. While 
security was provided against the Viet Cong, there was n.Q. 
securit a ainst ilfera e which had be un immediate! 
a ter e eras an continue at a tremen ous t i~ rate. 
The Aircraft Accident Investigation Team repor edhat 
their initial survey of the site revealed that the air-
craft avionics and communications equipment had been removed 
from the aircraft and the crash site by the local populace. 
Additionally, Vietnamese civilians were continually in the 
process of removing remaining kieces of wreckage. Attempts 
to prevent the removal of wrec age met with resistance. In 
an effort to retrieve as many aircraft components as possible, 
three programs were implemented. 

a. United States Navy assistance was requested in 
locating aircraft components that departed the aircraft at 
the time of rapid decompression which occurred over water. 
As a result of Naval efforts, a piece of the torque deck 
frame was recovered on 20 April; a part of the actuating 
mechanism for the pressure door toes and left-hand radius 
driver arm for the aft center cargo door was recovered on 
24 April; two cargo roller sets normally mounted on the 
ramp as well as the ramp cargo winch were recovered on 25 
April; both a 20 ft by 12 ft by 4 ft section of the aft ramp 
and a 7 ft by 12 ft section of the pressure door were 
recovered on 26 April. Salvage operations were terminated 
on 27 April. 

b. Funds were obtained in an attempt to purchase 
or "buy back" components that had been pilfered from the 
crash site by Vietnamese locals. Handbills depicting air­
craft components and avionics components were developed and 
distribute~ among the local populace. The handbills offered 
monetary awards for return of components. On 19 April, the 
Maintenance Data Recorder (MDR) ta e was recovered b this 
met o . e e ectiveness o s ro ram s imi 
to the fall o t e out ietnamese government. 

c. Further digging and probing of the crash site 
was accomplished and several components were recovered. When 
it became evident that no further components were to be found 
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and· military activity was beginning to increase, the 
remaining wreckage was abandoned on 19 April. __.. 

The aircraft components were returned to Clark AB where 
they were crated and on 20 April 1975 were shipped by air 
to the San Antonio Air Logistics Center, Kelly Air Force 
Base, Texas for laboratory analysis. (See TAB 33, State­
ment of Captain Bixler) 

31. Interviews and statements of the flight crew 
demonstrate that a security watch was established during 
the time the aircraft was on the ground at Tan Son Nhut. 
Additionally, the aircraft was inspected by crew members 
prior to its departure for explosive devices and none were 
found. Further, crew.member~ stated that prior to the rapid 
decompression they neither heard nor saw anything that might 
be associated with an explosive; but, on the contrary, testi­
fied that what they heard and felt was identical to the sound 
and feel of prior rapid decompressions which they had 
experienced during training in the altitude chamber. There 
is also no evidence that the decompression had occurred as 
a result of the detonation of an explosive device contained 
in the passengers' baggage. There is no evidence that the 
aircraft had taken ground fire during departure, and at the 
time of the rapid decompression it had departed the area of 
small arms effectiveness. 

32. On three separate occasions, Air Force Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal (EOD) personnel searched the accident site 
for evidence of explosive detonations as follows: 

a. On 5 April 1975 an EOD team from the 635 
Munitions Maintenance Squadron, U-Tapao AB, Thailand 
failed to uncover any damage that may have been caused 
by an explosive. 

b. On 5 April 1975 another EOD team from the 3 
Munitions Maintenance, Clark AB arrived and searched the 
area with negative findings. 

c. A third search of the area was made by 3 
Munitions Maintenance Squadron EOD.personnel on 6 April 
1975 with the assistance of an explosive detector dog, 
also with negative results. 

33. All aircraft components which were airlifted to 
Clark AB were checked at that location by a detector dog 
and by two other detector dogs upon their arrival at San 
Antonio Air Logistics Center, Kelly AFB, Texas. At the 
latter location the dogs alerted on 3 components which were 
subsequently sent to the FBI laboratory for an analysis 
which proved negative. (for paragraphs 31, 32 and 33 see 
TAB 34, Statement of MSgt Johnson and also TAB 87, Laboratory 
reports and other materials concerning explosive damage.) 



34. Data from the Maintenance Data Recorder (MDR) tape 
of C-5A 218, recovered as a result of the "Buy Back" program 
described in paragraph 30b above, was transmitted to the 
Central Data Bank at the Oklahoma City Air Logistics Center. 
Ground Processing System (GPS) Program 67220, Flight Segment 
Parameter Listing (FSPL), was then extracted for use in 
verifying operational conditions of the aircraft on the 
flight legs prior to the accident and until the time of 
the accident itself. An analysis of GP$ Program 67220 
FSPL revealed that the aircraft had been operating normally 
since departure from Travis AFB on 1 April 1975 until arrival 
at Saigon on 4 April. No unusual maintenance malfunctions 
that could be related to a rapid decompression or aft ramp 
system failure were recorded. Critical engine, flight 
control, air frame and aircraft system parameters all 
indicated normal operations. Further analysis of the 
program revealed that climbout of the aircraft from Tan 
Son Nhut was normal with all engines operating within 
limits. Approximately 12 minutes after takeoff with the 
aircraft in climb power, all engine parameters within limits, 
at an air speed of .610 mach and an altitude of 23,424 feet, 
the reported rapid decompression occurred and hydraulic 
pressure to the pitch and yaw augmentation systems was lost. 
Almost immediately afterwards hydraulic pressure to the 
lateral augmentation system was lost, the aircraft began 
descending and extremely erratic throttle usage was recorded. 
Further, airspeed was continually increasing and decreasing 
in direct relationship to throttle manipulation, verifying 
the testimony of the flight crew that descent of the air­
craft was being controlled through use of engine power. 14 
minutes after rapid decompression (27 minutes after takeoff) 
program analysis indicates loss of power to the MDR and no 
subsequent recordings. The aircraft, at that time, was at 
537 feet pressure altitude which was the same altitude 
recorded at takeoff. (See TAB 88) 

35. An analysis of the historical records of C-5A 218 
reveals that it was the 21st aircraft produced by the Lockheed 
Aircraft Corporation. The aircraft was originally delivered 
to Charleston AFB, South Carolina, on 5 September 1970 and 
was subsequently transferred to Travis AFB on 22 January 
1972. The aircraft entered depot update maintenance at 
Lockheed-Georgia Company on 21 September 1974 and was 
redelivered to Travis AFB on 19 December 1974. There were 
no recorded flights between 20 December 1974 and 2 January 
1975. During January 1975, the aircraft logged 8 sorties 
and 33.1 hours flown; for February, the totals were 14 and 
74.2; for March, 10 and 47.8; and for April 6 and 29.4. 
Total airframe hours on C-5A 218, up to the time of the 
accident, were 2388.5 and total landings 1109. 

36. All AFTO Forms 781A, Maintenance Discrepancy and 
Work Document, as well as associated maintenance data for 
the period 29 January 1975 through the date of the accident 
(AFTO Forms 781A for 31 March 1975 through date of accident 
are at TAB 89) were reviewed for significant maintenance 
discrepancies or maintenance actions on components of the 
aft cargo loading system of C-5A 218. This review was made 
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in light of the sworn testimony of 11 members of the flight 
crew of the aircraft and 35 metallurgical analysis reports 
concerning parts recovered from C-5A 218, accomplished by 
the San Antonio Air Logistics Center Metallurgical Labora­
tory (Air Force Logistics Connnand), Kelly Air Force Base, 
Texas. (See paragraph 37, following) Expert maintenance 
testimony establishes that there were three significant 
entries reflected in the AFTO Forms 781A that could be 
related to the aft cargo loading system failure. (See 
TAB 36) They are as follows: 

a. Removal of a tie rod assembly between #2 and 
113 right aft cargo ramp locks (hook bellcranks 112 and 113) 
on 16 March 1975 for use in another aircraft and subsequent 
replacement of that part, which was obtained from a third 
aircraft, on 24 March 1975 (see TABS 30, 32 and 90). 

b. Removal of a tie rod assembly between #3 and #4 
right aft cargo ramp locks (hook bellcranks #3 and #4) on 16 
March 1975 for use in another aircraft and subsequent replace­
ment of that part, which was obtained from a third aircraft, 
on 24 March 1975 (see TABS 30, 32 and 90). 

c. The requirement for a rig check of the aft ramp 
locks as a result of the replacement of tie rod assemblies 
between hook bellcranks #2 and 3 and 3 and 4 (a and b above). 
Since at the time of replacement of the tie rod assemblies 
the hydraulic systems were inoperative, the rig check 
requirement could not be accomplished on 24 March, but was 
subsequently cleared on 29 March 1975. (See TABS 29, 31, 
91 and 92) 

37. Various part of the aft ramp, aft ramp locking 
mechanism, empennage flight control cables, and tail section 
hydraulic lines, which were recovered as described in para­
graph 30 above, were submitted to the Metallurgical Labora­
tory, San Antonio Air Logistics Center, for metallurgical 
analysis. It should be noted that all components of the 
above systems were not submitted since they were not recovered. 
This is especially true of the aft ramp locking system where 
less than half of the components were finally recovered. TAB 
94 contains 35 reports prepared by the Metallurgical Labora­
tory which reflects the results of their metallurgical 
analysis. A summary of these reports may be found at TAB 95. 

IV. DISCUSSION 

38. A~ the time of rapid decompression, the crew was 
faced with·multiple system failures resulting in a catastrophic 
situation. Technical Order guidance does not address an 
emergency of the. magnitude involved. Loss of pitch and yaw 
control resulted in an essentially uncontrollable vehicle. 
The aircraft connnander made two major decisions which exhibited 
outstanding judgment, timely analysis, innovativeness and 
pilotage skills and which allowed for a semi-controlled crash 
landing and the survival of the majority of the passengers 
and crew. 



a. During the initial loss of pitch control, the 
pilots determined that very basic aerodynamics would be 
necessary to control the aircraft and that the only way 
to stop the rapidly descending, accelerating aircraft was 
to add power in order to provide a pitch up moment. The 
stabilizer trim (.5 nose down) was set for 254 knots and 
therefore the aircraft was seeking that airspeed as its 
point of pitch stability. The power application, even 
though foreign to normal procedures when accelerating to 
a higher airspeed, insured that the aircraft would again 
have a pitch up moment. These techniques, along with 
banking the aircraft, were developed and used by the crew 
to regain limited pitch control. 

b. Halfway through the turn to final approach, the 
pilots observed a rapid drop in the nose of the aircraft. 
Recognizing they were not going to be able to reach the 
runway, they elected to roll the wings level and land 
straight ahead. This extremely important decision, along 
with full application of power, in order to arrest the rate 
of descent, again alien to normal pilot reaction, resulted 
in a lower rate of vertical velocity immediately prior to 
impact and greatly enhanced the survival potential of those 
aboard. (See TABS 35 and 84) 

39. In a ceremony at Travis Air Force Base on 21 July 
1975, Air Force Crosses were awarded to Captain Traynor, the 
aircraft coU111ander and Captain Harp, the copilot, for extra­
ordinary heroism and airmanship while engaged in a humani­
tarian mission on 4 April 1975. Distinguished Flying Crosses 
were awarded to Captain Malone, copilot; Captain Langford, 
navigator; Senior Master Sergeants ~kins and Snedegar, 
loadmasters; and Master Sergeant McAtee~d Technical 
Sergeant Engles, flight engineers, for extraordinary 
achievement while participating in aerial flight on 4 April 
1975. (See press report, TAB 85) 

40. No specific rigging, adjusting or operational 
checking instructions for tie rod installation are provided 
in Technical Order 1C-5A-2-12. Paragraph 3-8lb of the Aft 
Ramp Lock Subsystem Installation instructions states, "Rig 
aft ramp locks in accordance with rigging instructions 
provided ·in Figure 3-44". Paragraph 3-168, Aft Ramp Rigging 
Instructions, includes 3-44. Paragraph 3-168d states, 
"Instructions are sequenced for complete ramp rigging. If 
a particular maintenance effort requires performance of only 
a portion of the rigging procedure, use the following tabu­
lation to isolate the applicable steps." This following 
tabulation ooes not contain steps for checking, rigging or 
adjusting the tie rods that had been replaced on 24 March 
1975 (see paragraph 36 above). Considering the lack of 
specific tie rod rigging and adjustment instructions in 
Technical Order 1C-5A-2-12 the actions of maintenance 
personnel became a matter of personal judgment and experience. 
As such the maintenance personnel involved decided to use the 
guidance contained·in Paragraph 3-173, Aft Ramp Mechanical 
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Rigging Verification, to verify the prop~r rigging and 
adjustment of the tie rods (See TABS 29 and 31). While 
the title of paragraph 3-173 may well indicate that 
accomplishing the instructions of that particular para­
graph would verify that the ramp locking system is properly 
rigged, in fact such accomplishment would not verify that 
all adjustments, measurements, pull forces and over center 
positions are correct, as required by the total ramp rigging 
procedures contained in paragraph 3-168, "Aft Ramp Rigging 
Instructions." (See TAB 93) 

41. Visual observation of the recovered components 
together with the results of the 35 metallurgical laboratory 
analysis reports referred to in paragraph 36 above, confirm 
a failure sequence wherein the aft ramp came loose from the 
right side. (All directions are from the aft of the air-
craft looking forward.) The ramp was then torn right to left 
across the front of ramp station (RS) 33 bulkhead and rotated 
downward from its normal horizontal position to a near vertical 
position about the left side locking system before departing 
the aircraft. 

a. The above failure sequence is supported by 
observation of the failure pattern of the recovered left 
hand side ramp locking hardware (floor brackets and yoke 
assemblies). All left ~and floor brackets and yokes failed 
in a manner that indicates they were carrying load and the 
ramp rotated about a hinge line formed by these seven locks. 
Laboratory analysis of the recovered right side ramp locking 
hardware, in lock positions 4, 5 and 7 revealed failure due 
to excessive overload in the vertical direction. The hard­
ware from lock positions 2, 3 and 6 were in good condition 
and the laboratory analysis of this hardware did not reveal 
signs of excessive overload. The hardware from lock position 
1 was not recovered. 

b. This evidence indicates that some of the right 
side locks were not carrying their share of the load. The 
direction of failure of the locks that were carrying load 
places the ramp in the normal horizontal position at the 
start of the failure sequence. In addition, the ramp 
rotation is confirmed by visual evidence found on the 
exterior skin of the recovered mating ramp to fuselage 
sloping longeron section. This evidence consisted of 
scratches on the fuselage skin that match button head 
fasteners that are on the ramp floor. In order to cause 
scratches on the fuselage skin, the ramp woutd have had 
to rotate approximately 90 degrees about the left side 
locking system. This also supports the sequence of initi­
ation occurring in the right side locking system of the 
ramp. Additionally, the laboratory analysis of the 
fracture surfaces at ramp station (RS) 33 support the 
direction of ramp tearing from right to left. (See TAB 
95, Letter from SAALC) 
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42. Evidence derived from visual and laboratory analyses 
does not conclusively demonstrate a definite point or exact 
cause of failure initiation. The evidence does, however, 
point in the direction of a "most probable" cause that 
supports the failure progression, referred to in paragraph 
41 above, involving the numbers 1, 2 and 3 right side locking 
mechanisms as follows: A sudden dumping of the load from 
numbers 1, 2 and 3 locks on the BL 84 ramp hinge could cause 
a simultaneous compressive failure of the hinge and failure 
of the lower beam cap at ramp station (RS) 33. This is 
supported by the laboratory analysis of the BL 84 hinge. 
The remaining load carrying locks on the right side (4, 5 
and 7) failed in overload and the ramp was forced down from 
the right, tearing completely across at the RS 33 bulkhead. 
(See TAB 95, Letter from SAALC) 

43. Since the pressure door is attached to the ramp, 
its motion was influenced by the ramp movements. Visual 
inspection of the recovered parts verify a downward right 
to left rotating of the pressure door. It is assumed that 
the pressure door struck the sloping torque deck area of 
the aircraft fuselage, causing the empennage flight control 
cables and hydraulic lines for systems 1 and 2 to separate, 
which in turn caused the loss of all empennage flight controls, 
i.e., pitch trim, elevator and rudder systems. The laboratory 
failure analysis of these items supports this type of sequence, 
although not conclusively. (TAB 95, Letter from SAALC) 

44. While the laboratory evidence conclusively estab­
lishes that fatigue failure was not a factor in any of the 
components that were analyzed, evidence was derived that 
indicate a stress-corrosion problem with the bellcranks. 
However, expert testimony reveals that a situation can exist 
where the hook tip impinges on the bottom side of the yoke 
shaft during the locking sequence. If that be the case, the 
hook tip is set on a hair trigger unstable arrangement where 
it can slip into either the locked or the unlocked position, 
depending on just where the hook tip has engaged the yoke 
shaft. When the hook tip does slip into either the locked 
or unlocked condition, there is a dynamic shock release of 
the binding force that is transmitted into the bellcrank. 
This sudden shock impact can be of sufficient magnitude to 
crack the bellcrank in the identical manner and in ,the same 
location as those bellcranks recovered from C-5A 218 and 
subsequently subjected to metallurgical analysis. If this 
situation occurs, and the bellcranks are not inspected, a 
cracked condition in the bellcrank would go unnoticed. In 
time, the surfaces of the crack would then be exposed to 
corrosion. : This corrosion and resulting discoloration of 
the cracked surfaces could easily be misinterpreted as 
stress-corrosion and the evidence of the overload failure 
would be reduced due to the corrosion effects. In view 
of the above, the evidence of stress-corrosion is incon­
clusive. (TAB 95, Letter from SAALC) 



45. On 12 June 1975, a "Summary Report of C-5A Accident," 
based upon the Report of Investigation of the Aircraft 

. Accident Investigation Board convened under Air Force 
Regulation 127-4, was publicly released by the Air Force. 
The text of the "Sumnary Report" may be found at TAB 97 
and a press account at TAB 98. 

46. At this writing, six lawsuits arising out of the 
accident are known to have been filed against Lockheed Air­
craft Corporation. The summary of the pleadings in these 
six actions may be found at TAB 99. 

47. At this writing, five claims arising out of the 
accident are known to have been asserted and are being 
processed under the provisions of 10 USC 2733, Military 
Claims Act (Chapter 7, AFM 112-1) as follows: 

a. Susan Derge v. U.S., QD/XDAT/75-00904/N: Claim 
presented for personal injury in the amotm.t of $50,000 and 
for loss of personal property in the amount of $3,068.80. 
The claim was forwarded from Hq 22AF/JA to Hq MAC/JA on 
28 July 1975. 

b. Darwin E. Maier v. U. S., QD/XDAT/76-00057/N: 
Claim presented for wrongful death of claimant's wife, a 
DOD civilian employee, in the amount of $1,950,000 and for 
loss of personal property in the amount of $5,011.00. The 
claims file was received by Hq 22AF/JA for review on 29 July 
1975, and was forwarded to Hq MAC/JA on 31 July 1975. 

c. Garnett E. Bell v. U. S., QD/XDAT/76-00085/N: 
Claim for $1,500,000 for alleged severe spinal injuries was 
filed by Garnett E. Bell on behalf of his daughter, Andrea 
C. Bell, age 5. The file was forwarded to Hq 22AF/JA for 
processing on 1 August 1975 by the Claims Office, Los Angeles 
Air Force Station. Extensive investigation will be required, 
including a review of medical records before the file can be 
forwarded. 

d. Garnett E. Bell and Andrea C. Bell v. U. S., 
QD/XDAT/76-00093/N: Claim for $3,000,000 for wrongful death 
of Mrs. Nova L. Bell (wife of Garnett E. Bell) and her son, 
Michael Bell, age 10. The file was forwarded by Los Angeles 
Air Force Station Claims Office on 1 August 1975 and will be 
forwarded to Hq MAC/JA following valuation of the wrongful 
death claims which should be completed in the near future. 

e. Merrit W. Stark v. U. S., QT/PPBXUR/75-01295/N: 
Claim pre~nted for wrongful death of claimant's daughter, 
Laurie Jean Stark, non-government connected U. S. citizen, 
in the amount of $125,000 and for loss of personal property, 
in the amotm.t of $1500.00. Claim was filed at Bolling AFB, 
Washington, D.C., on 16 June 1975 and has not yet been 
received by Headquarters 22 Air Force. 



V. SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE 

48. USAF Aircraft C-5A Serial Number 68-218 crash landed 
2 nautical miles northeast of Runway 25L, Tan Son Nhut Air 
Base, Vietnam at 0830Z (1630 local) 4 April 1975. 

49. During climbout, the aft pressure door and ramp 
departed the'aircraft causing hydraulic lines and flight 
control cables to the empennage section of the aircraft to 
be severeq. Because of the lack of any normal pitch control 
system, the pilot had extremely limited control of the air­
craft which resulted in a crash landing and total aircraft 
destruction. 

50. As a result of the accident, 138 of the 314 persons 
aboard the aircraft were fatally injured, to include 11 U. S. 
Air Force crew members; 40 U. S. citizens (35 Department of 
Defense civilian employees of the United States Defense 
Attache Office, Saigon and 5 others to include 2 dependent 
wives, 2 dependent children and 1 private citizen); 79 
Vietnamese National children; and 8 third country nationals 
(5 German, 2 Australian, 1 Malaysian). The total of those. 
who survived is 176, to include .18 crew members; 8 U. S. 
citizens (2 U. S. Government civilian employees, 4 dependent 
children and 2 private citizens); and 150 Vietnamese National 
children. 

51. The records of the crew members aboard C-5A 218 
disclose that the primary crew members were current and 
fully qualified in their flying duties in accordance with 
applicable directives. Those crew members who were flying 
in an authorized student status were under the proper super­
vision of currently qualified instructor personnel. 

52. The aircraft commander faced with a catastrophic 
situation involving multiple system failures and resulting 
in an essentially uncontrollable vehicle, a situation which 
technical order guidance does not address, made two major 
decisions, both of which, exhibited exceptionally outstanding 
judgment and allowed for a semi-controlled crash landing and 
the survival of the majority of the passengers and the crew. 
The first decision was to add power in order to provide a 
pitch up moment to the rapidly descending, accelerating air­
craft; and the second was to roll out and land straight 
ahead with full application of power halfway through the 
turn to final when it became evident that becau•e of a rapid 
drop in the nose of the aircraft the runway could not be 
reached. 

53. Witness testimony, visual and metallurgical evalu­
ation of recovered components, explosive ordnance.disposal 
analysis and FBI laboratory reports failed to disclose any 
evidence of sabotage, small arms ground fire, air burst or 
on-board explosives as a cause of the accident. 
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54. Analysis of the data derived from the Maintenance 
Data Recorder (MDR) tape revealed no significant maintenance 
malfunction that could be related to a rapid decompression 
or aft ramp system failure. 

55. Maintenance records for the aircraft reflected 
three significant entries that could be related to the aft 
cargo loading system failure. They included removal on 
16 March 1975 and subsequent replacement on 24 March 1975 
of tie rod assemblies between #'s 2 and 3 and 3 and 4 right 
aft cargo ramp locks and the requirement for a rig check as 
a result thereof, which was performed on 29 March 1975. 

56. The accomplishment of the instructions contained in 
paragraph 3-173, Aft Ramp Rigging Verification, Technical 
Order 1C-5A-2-12 would not necessarily verify that the ramp 
locking system is properly rigged, in that it would not 
necessarily verify that all adjustments, measurements, pull 
forces and over center positions are correct. 

57. Visual observation of the recovered structual and 
mechanical components as well as laboratory analysis thereof 
confirm a failure sequence wherein the aft ramp came loose 
from the right side. The ramp was then torn right to left 
across the front of ramp station 33 bulkhead and rotated 
downward from its normal horizontal position to a near 
vertical position about the left side locking system before 
departing the aircraft. 

58. Laboratory analysis of the failure pattern of the 
recovered left hand side ramp locking hardware (floor brackets 
and yoke assemblies) disclose that they were carrying load 
at the time of failure. Analysis of the recovered right 
side ramp locking hardware in lock positions 4, 5 and 7 
revealed failure due to excessive overload in the vertical 
direction. The hardware from lock positions 2, 3 and 6 
were in good condition and did not reveal signs of excessive 
overload. 

59. The "most probable" cause of failure initiation is 
the sudden dumping of the load from numbers 1, 2 and 3 right 
side locks on the BL 84 ramp hinge, which in turn caused a 
simultaneous compressive failure of the hinge and failure 
of the lower beam cap at. ramp station 33. This resulted in 
the remaining load carrying locks on the right side (4, 5 
and 7) to fail in overload and the ramp was forced down from 
the right, tearing completely across at the ramp station 33 
bulkhead. 

60. The laboratory evidence conclusively establishes 
that fatigue failure was not a factor in any of the components 
analyzed. There was inconclusive evidence of a stress-corrosion 
problem with the bellcranks. 



61. The movement of the ramp influenced the movement 
of the pressure door to which it is attached. Visual and 
laboratory evidence demonstrates, although not conclusively, 
a downward right to left rotating of the pressure door, 
which struck the sloping torque deck area of the fuselage, 
causing the empennage flight control cables and hydraulic 
lines for systems 1 and 2 to separate. This separation 
caused the loss of all pitch trim, elevator and rudder 
fli t controls. 

·~ 
-F--~lN.ARD A. WAXSTEIN, JR., Colonel, USAF 

Investigating Officer 
l 5 AUG 1975 
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SPECIAL ORDER 
A-29 

... _,,...........,.._. .... ,..,.. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE A• POICI 
MUl•Alltm MAYMY ...... COllMtW 

ICOlf ... NICI UM. tWMOll 6llU 

4 April 1975 

COL BERNARD A WAXSTElN,. FR, 22AF / JA, Travis AFB CA, 
is detailed to investigate the 4 April 1975 aircraft accident 
involving USAF c-5 acft No. 80218 which occurred approximately 
seven miles from Saigon, VN. The investigation will be con­
ducted under the provisions of AFR 110-14, l Nov 73, as amend­
ed. Officer is auth to interview personnel, take stata:aents 
and testimony, and examine records he deems appropriate. All 
records, files, and correspondence relative to the accident, 
within the control of the Air Force and not otherwise privi­
leged or exempt by applicable directi.ves, will be made avail­
able to the investigating officer. A.FM l20-3, 20 Nov 69, will 
be used as a procedural ~de •. Report will be prepared IAW 
AFM 120-3, Chapter 11, and will include reconmendations but a 
atmUry of the evidence will be prepared in lieu of findings. 

HIRAM GRIFFIN, Colonel, . USAF 
Di.rector of Administration 

DISTRIBUTION 
5 - HQ MAC/JA 
l .. Rl MAC/DAAO 

. •I. 

Content removed from the document by the Vietnam ~rchive . 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
Headquarters US Air Force 

AF H.l~GlJI i\TION 110--1-l 

Washington DC 20330 
t!ENTRAL FILES C011Y 

1 November 1973 

Judge Advocate General Activities 

··"·, ..... "'. ., 1973 COLLATERAL INVESTIGATIONS 
OF Am.CRAFT AND MISSILE ACCIDENTS 

This regulation tells when and how collateral investigations of aircraft and missile accidents ru·~' 
made. It applies to all persons who have the power to convene collateral investigations, and 
provides procedures to be followed by the investigating authority and by custodians of the 
records of the completed investigations. · 

·, 

1. Air Force Policy on the Investigation of c; Witnesses may not testify in a collateral 
Aircraft and Missile Mishaps. Aircraft and mis- investigation until they have been released by 
sile accident and incident investigations and the safety investigation board. 

reports under AFR 121-4 are safety investi- · - ·. d ___ I. In the case of witnesses testifying in a 
gations for the sole u of acci - \: · ~ -

collateral investigation, each witness must be 
vention; co r mvesti~tigns under this advised fully of his constitutional rights or of 
regulation arc se~arl!'tealrd aeart from investi-- the provisions of UCMJ, Article 31, as ap-
gations under A 'H. 127 4, and are made to 
obtain and preserve aJl available evidence for propriate. 
use in claims, litJ,ietn, discipltat agion, e. The statement or testimony reduced to 
attd adverse adm1ms tive proc mgs, and writing or recorded electronically for the 
for all other purposes except for safety and safety accident investigation board by a 
accident prevention purposes. Investigations witness or by personnel involved in an acci-
under AFR 127-4 take priority over other dent may not be used or compared-either in 
investigations in interviewing witnesses, ob- whole or in part-by the board or officer con· 
taining and analyzing evidence, and inspecting ducting a collateral investigation. Testimony 
the scene of the accident. Collateral investi- to the safety investigation board is given with 
gations directed under this regulation may be the underst.anding that it cannot be used for 
conducted concurrently with, but may not in- other than accident prevention purposes, and 
terfere with, investigations under AFR witnesses are advised that it will be treated in 
127-4. In this regard the following rules ap- confidence. 
ply: 

a. Members of the safety investigation 
board will not be assigned to conduct a col­
lateral investigation of the same accident in 
any capacity. 

b. No member of the collateral investiga­
tion board nor an officer assigned to conduct 
a single officer collateral investigation may at­
tend the safety investigation board proceed-

lings. . 

~s AFR l.!Q::-14, ~~~!_b~~.J:.~~­
(For summary of revised, deleted, or addOO" 
material, see signature pa.,ae.) 

OPR: JACL 

DISTRIBUTION: B 

f. Under no circumstances may a witneg; 
who appeared before a safety investigation 
board, pursuant to AFR 127-4, be required 
to divulge what was contained in any state· 
ment or testimony he gave to such safety in­
vestigation boa.rd, nor what opinions, sug· 
gestions, recommendations, evaluations, anal­
yses, discussions, conjectures, or speculations 
he gave to a safety investigation board. 
Furthermore, no witness can be required to 
give any findings, conclusions, recommenda­
tions, or cause factors contained in a safety 
investigation. These restrictions apply to any 
person who may have knowledge of the sub­
st.ance of a report of a safety investigation and 
who may be c:..Jicd us a y;itncss t_ •\,~·c ~'. ... 
other proct>cdings (such as a collu1.,~1-;;t ir:vc_.1· 
gation). It is imperative that all witnesses ap-
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pearing before, or submittini; testimony to, 
the board or officer conducting a collateral 
investigation be informed of the nature of the 
investigation and the possible uses of such 
testii;nony. This is to insure that they are fully 
aware of the differences between the two in­
vestigations. 

f1 ·_;:; - / 
@Who Is Responsible for the Collateral In­
vestigation. 'l'he major commander with com­
mand responsibility under AFR 127-4 for 
the unit which had the mishap insures that 
the collateral investigation is made in appro­
priate cases. The commander who appoints 
the investigative board under AFR 127-4 
normally appoints the investigating board or 
officer under this regulation. 

a. If aircraft or personnel of two or more 
major commands are involved in the accident, 
major commanders coordinate as necessary to 
insure that the collateral investigation meet.s 
the requirement.s of the commands involved. 

b. If the accident is in an area which pre­
vents prompt investigation by the responsible 
major commander, he may request a major 
comm.and With a unit nearer the location of 
the accident to direct the appointment of a 
board or officer to investigate the accident. 

3. When To Conduct a Collateral Investi­
gation.The commander who directs the safety 

. inves~igation under AFR 127-4 also will direct 
a collateral investigation either by a board of 
officers or by a single officer when an Air 
Force aircraft or missile accident occurs any­
whe~. except when he determines, from the 
circumstances involved, that it is reasonably 
clear: ( 1) claims against the Government for 
private property damage will not exceed 
$25,000, and (2) no litigation against the 
Government or a Government contractor 
(either present or former) may arise from the 
accident. If fatal or major injury occurs to 
any person as a result of an aircraft or missile 
accident, the likelihood of litigation must be 
assumed. In cases where litigation or claim is 
not considered likely, a :collateral investiga­
tion may nevertheless be conducted as de­
termined by the appointing authority or 
higher headquarters. Note: The terms "Air 
Poree aircraft or missile accident" and "fatal 
or major injury" are intended to be synony­
mous with the terms as defined in AFR 
121..:..... 

AFR 110-14 1 November 1973 

4. Investigative Procedures: 

a. Collateral invesLigations by boards of 
officers are guided by AFR 11-1. Reports will 
include recommendations encompassing any 
areas except safety and accident prevention 
and a factual summary of the evidence will° be , 
prepared in lieu of findings. 

b. In single officer collateral investigations, 
investigating officers; when practicable, are 
senior to persons who may be the subject of 
disciplinary action or adverse administrative 
prace.edings. Investigating officers are guided 
by AFM 120-3. Reports will include recom­
·mendations encompassing any areas except 
safety and accident prevention and a factual 
summary of the evidence will be prepared in 
lieu of findings. 

c. If claims are anticipated, collateral in­
vestigations must meet the investigative re­
quirements of AFM 112-1, chapter 4. 

d. Collateral investigative boards and of­
ficers have access to all witnesses (including 
expert witnesses) and all relevant evidence, 
whether or not such witness and evidence are 
included· in the AFR 127-4 investigation. Do 
not call as witnesses AFR 127-4 board mem­
bers or advisors to testify as to any findings, 
recommendations, or deliberations of the air­
craft or missile accident investigating board. 

c. The investigating commander will insure 
that each collateral and safety accident in­
vestigating board president is aware of the fol· 
lowing requirements for gathering factual 
material: whenever a safety board president 
obtains an original of a factual document, 
such as DD Fonn 365F, Weight and Balance 
aearance Fonn F, or DD Form 175, Military 
Flight Plan, wreckage diagrams, maps, tran­
script.s of air traffic communications, weather 
report.s, maintenance records, photographs, 
et.c., he will release the original document to 
the collateral board president after making 
copies for the safety accident report. Lab­
oratory analysis reports and teardown reports 
prepared by Air Force agencies will be re­
leased to collateral boards. However, if such 
reports are prepared by the manufacturer or 
contractor of the aircraft or missile for the 
sole purpose of safety and accident pre­
vention, they will not be rt'lea~~d. Jf the 
safety accident board prPsidcnt is in poss~s­
sion of a copy of a fac~ual document that is 
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also authorized for use in the collateral in­
vestigation, either he will give the collateral 
board president a t·opy of the document or 
inform him oi the locat.ion of the original (if 
known) so Uwt he may ohtain t.lw origir.al or 
make copiPs from the orii.,rinal. The collateral 
board president. will reciprocate in a like man­
ner if he possesses the only copy of factual 
documents. Additionally, completed AF 
forms in the 711 series will not be furnished 
to the collateral board. (The same instructions 
apply if a board is not appoin~d and the 
safety or collateral investigation is conducted 
by an investigating officer.) 

f. Infonnation obtained by a safety acci­
dent investigating board as a result of com­
bining, collating, or integrating the fragmen­
tary information obtained from factual data 
with information obtained from witnesses or 
opinions, evaluations, conjecture, speculation, 
discussions, and suggestions are not factual 
material, &nd will not be released to a col­
lateral board. Witnesses' statements, testi­
mony, findings, ronclusions, and recom­
mendations will not be released to a collateral 
board or officer. 

5. Reports, Documents, and Wreckage: 

a. Collateral investigation reports must 
contain the original.<; (or photographic or 
machine reproductions) of all documents rele­
vant to the accident, including relevant air­
craft maintenance records. 
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b. Prepare reports in five copies if claims 
are anticipated, or in two copies if no claim is 
anticipated. Also, prepare an extra copy for 
each additional major command with aircraft 
or personnPl involved. After review and ap· 
propriate action by the appointing com­
mander: 

( 1) File one copy of the report in the 
office of the staff judge advocate. 

(2) Sehd the original report through 
channels to the major command. The original 
report will be filed in the office of the staff 
judge advocate of the major command. (For 
records disposition instructions, see AFM 
12-50.) 

· (3) Send one copy of the report to any 
other major command involved. 

( 4) If claims are anticipated, send three 
copies of the report to the responsible claims 
officer. 

c. The major commander insures that air­
craft or missile wreckage is preserved for use 
as evidence for as long as a requirement for it 
exists; 

d. The major command having the original 
is the only disclosure authority to release col­
lateral investigation reports or any informa­
tion contained therein outside the Air Force, 
but before such release is made coordination 
with the Litigation Division, Office of The 
Judge Advocate General, is required. 

<. 11 olcJ r·r/ 111 .:.~-I 

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE 

OFFICIAL 

JACK R. BENSON, Colonel, USAF 
Director of Administration 

GEORGE S. BROWN, General, USAF 
Chief of Staff 

SUMMARY OF REVISED, DELETED, OR ADDED MATERIAL 

This revision changes subparas 4a and b to require the summary of facts in lieu of findings, and 
limits recommendations of investigations to areas other than safety considerations. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
Headquarters Military Afrlift Command 
Scott Air Force Base, Illinois 62225 CENTRAL FILES COPY 
~ Judge Advocate General Activities 

MAC SUPl'LEMENT I 
AFH 110-14 

6 February 19i4 

COLLATERAL INVESTIGATIONS 
OF AIRCRAFT AND MISSILE ACCIDENTS 

AFR 110-14, 1 November 1973, is supplemented 
as follows: 

,,ld. Comply with AFM 120-3, chapter 16,_ 
concerning advice to witnesses. 

~.-··"The collateral investigation appointing 
authority is determined by AFR 127-4, paragraph ·, 
9c, 1 January 1973, and MAC Supplements .. 

HIRAM GRIFFIN, Colonel, USAF 
Director of Administration 

.(_ 
Supersedes AFR 110-14/MACSUP 1, 9 August 1972. 

-(ff'R:-.JAC . -
DISTRIBUTION: B 1 

thereto. Coordinate appointment of a collateral 
investigation with MAC/JA. ,,..,,,,, , 

~Added) References. These directives are 
pertinent to co Ila teral investigations: 

AFR 127-4 
AFR 11-1 
AFM 112-1, chapter 4 
AFM 120-3 
A,FM 127-1, chapter 15 

PAUL K. CARLTON, General, USAF 
Commander 
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TRAVIS AIR FORCE HASE, CALIFORNIA 

15 MAY 1975 



SfA!BllBBT 07 WITHBSS 

Travis Air Force Base, California 
(Pl.,.) 

tlMAY 1975 

I Captain Dennis W. Traynor , hereby state that 
~C~o~l~o~n~e~J ~B~e~r~n;!a~r~d~A~. _:W~a:=!x~s:.!t:.;e:,;.l.:.:n!..., .,..:l;.:r:..:.:..?'~' ;:;;::::::::::;::===---- has idenUtied hilllselt to aae 
•s C5A eb11ateral Investigation Officer .... USAJ'. 

(Special A•ent AFOSI, Security Police, Other-·S,,.cify) 

I do hereby voluntarily and ot my own tree will make the following statement without 
having been subjected to any coercion. unlawful influence or UDlawful inducement. 
I am Dennis W. Traynor, Captain, I I, 22 Military Airlift Squadron, USAF, 
I was assigned to the 22 Military Airlift Squadron, Travis Air Force Base, California 
on March 1972. I have approximately 3031 hours total flying time In the USAF and 988 
hours total flying time in the C-5 aircraft. Hy crew qualification as of 4 April 197 
was aircraft conmander and my crew position upon departure from Saigon, Vietnam, at 
approximately 1600 hours; 4 April 1975, was that of aircraft comnander. 

Our crew brought lnto Clark Air Base, R. P. aircraft 80218 on 3 April 1975 at 0637Z 
(l437L). Enroute to Clark, we shutdown #2 engine because it exceeded the vibration 
parameters on our HADAR. Also due to the high prlority of the mission we departed 
Hickam without fixing the eopl1ot 1 s wfndshfeld, taklng the part with us to have it 
fixed at Clark. This was done so as not to Incur another day of maintenance delay. 

Upon arrival at Clark, I suggested that the cargo be reloaded on another aircraft (as 
there was one standing by in commission) and offered my loadmasters to do the switch­
ing. The plan was surrmarlly rejected. Inside at the Operations Center (O.C.) I was 
advised that there was another crew eligible for this mission, however, depending upo 
maintenance, my crew might take the load fnto Saigon. This, it was explained to me, 
was only if flying C-5 aircraft into Saigon was approved. 

We were alerted at 0300L on the fourth to take 80218 into Saigon with the load we had 
brought into Clark. After arrival at O.C., we were informed that maintenance had not 
yet begun to change the co-pilot's window but they had inspected the #2 engine and 
supposed that HADAR was wrong because they had found no signs of wear. 

While we were waiting for maintenance to fix the airplane, I was told to contact 22AF 
Command Post. Lt Colonel Toneck and Major Spinney advised me that General Carlton ha 
directed the next C-5 available to take orphans out of Saigon. This order apparently 
was ·immediately fol lowing a televised President fa 1 statement that the United States 
would begin the immediate airlift of orphans out of Saigon, naming the C-5 as one of 
the carriers. 

I was advised by 22AF that we were to take out as many orphans and their attendants 
as were ready to go, floorloading them as necessary. Through Clark Ops Center, they 
asked how many children I could take ff I combat loaded them and I estimated 1,000. 
Not knowing how many would be ready for evacuation, we began to plan on a possible 
max load. 22AF told me that they were alerting an AlrEvac crew that was on a one 
hour standby and Clark O. C. was to begin gathering the necessary supplies and medical 
gear such as blankets, pillows, 500 milks, 500 juices, box lunches, baby bottles, etc. 
The Chief of the MAC 604th Support Squadron, Colonel Griswold was on hand with his 
radio to ersonalJ coordinate with my crew, all predeparture comnunications, 
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information, and loading. 

Maintenance was completed, all available supplies were loaded and the "Before 
Starting Engines" check was completed. We were advised by O.C. to hold engine 
start because they could not get confirmation that Saigon would have orphans 
ready for us. We were also advised that we would be taking a Lt Colonel Willis 
with us to assist in any way possible, although his primary responsibility would 
be to observe and report on this, the first of the President's 11Babylift 11 operation. 

Our wait was terminated when O.C. told us the departure ~ad been indefinitely 
delayed. We were to come back into the terminal to wait. This was accomplished, 
however, we were met coming in the door and told to make an ASAP departure; that 
Saigon was expecting us and would have an undetermined~ number of orphans ready 
for us. 

The departure from Clark, enroute and the arrival at Saigon was routine. We departed 
Clark at 1013L, arrived Saigon 1251L/4 April. 

At Saigon, we taxied to our parking spot on the diagnonal taxiway heading north, just 
in front of the tower. We were met by the QC (Vietnamese Security) and they set up 
guard posts around the perimeter of the aircraft. My crew members were stationed on 
the left and right sides and one was on the longcord (interphone) from the crew entry 
door. During the download and upload, the aircraft was approached only from the rear 
and left troop door. 

The coordinator for the 11Babylift" was the Assistant Air Attache, Lt Colonel Mitchell 
who said an estimated 300 people would be boarding the aircraft. We were given a 
manifest for the adults and baggage, and Lt Colonel Mitchell said he would have a 
list of the orphans for us. We discovered just prior to takeoff that his listing 
of the orphans was incomplete (as far as I know this list of orphans was never 
available) and that the baggage had not been quarantined after inspection. Plus 
there was a possibility that some was added after the inspection. Usually passengers 
and bags are isolated from other people after inspection and prior to loading an air­
craft. All baggage was loaded in rows on the aft ramp and cargo floor. 

We loaded as many infants as comfortable in the troop compartment first, followed by 
the older kids and the attendants who were well strapped in along the side catwalk 
and seated on blankets and pillows under tiedown straps on the cargo floor. 

At the last minute, newsmen arrived on the scene and Lt Colonel Mitchell asked if it 
would be possible for them to take some pictures. I had one crew member escort for 
each camera crew, and, one at a time they proceeded up from the left troop door, up 
through the cargo compartment and out the crew door. 

The takeoff and climbout was uneventful until the rapid decompression. The rapid 
decompression was exactly as demonstrated in an altitude chamber. We were climbing 
out past Vung Tau just past FL230 . 

• 

After the crew checked in on oxygen, I asked what happened and began an easy descent, 
pulling off power and rolling into a left turn. We turned about 180 degrees and were 
too nose low with the airspeed increasing. I was told that the pressure door and part 
of the ramp was missing. The troop compartment and the cargo compartment reported that 
~s no panic and that the passengers and crew were secure. 
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The engineer had immediately reported a loss of #2 hydraulic pressure acco'llf>anying the 
rapid decompression, and the Joss of #1 while he was trying to pressuriz~A'the other~ 
systems. I directed the scanner downstairs to inspect the wheel well area and the 
hydraulic reservoir area. 
As the initial descent steepened, I had to add max power in the dive as I had discovere 
that I had no control over any control surfaces in the tail. The Joadmaster on headset 
Sgt Snedegar, confirmed that the control cables as well as the hydraulic lines had been 
severed to the tail section. My only control surfaces were the right aileron and the 
left spoiler. Limited roll control and power became my only means of flying the air­
craft. Because of our highly unstable means of controlling the aircraft, I elected to 
make an immediate return to Saigon. I realized that with the Joss of the primary gear 
hydraulic source, emergency gear extension should be begun as soon as practical. This 
was initiated according to the·checklist at 10,000 feet and was completed only seconds 
before impact. 
In the turn to final approximately 7 or 8 miles from the end of the runway, the nose 
pitched down rapidly, and the addition of maximum throttle would not bring the nose 
back up. I decided to take the aircraft straight ahead toward an open area expecting 
to recover from the nose low attitude as we had done before. 

We impacted the ground with the gear extended, in a fairly level attitude. The vertical 
velocity was about 500-600 ft/min. The first impact did not seem severe and we became 
airborne again. The second impact on the other side of the Saigon River was rougher 
and after a few seconds, the lights went out. I felt the nose seem to furrow down and 
soon it was dark. We slowly rolled inverted and suddenly it was stone quiet'. I was aliv 

I exited through my side window and began to organize my crew in the subsequent rescue 
effort. Helicopters arrived in minutes and took the survivors and then the bodies to 
Thailand, to a Vietnamese hospital and to Saigon. 

The crew was taken to the Seventh Day Adventist Hospital except for Sgt Snedegar and 
myself. We went to BGen Baugh 1 s office and called MGen Genge to give him an account of 
what had happened. The next day the remaining crew was airevaced to Clark and remained 
there for the Accident Investigation Board. We departed Clark on 15 April 1975. 

31. I further state that I have read this entire statement. Initialed all pages and corrections, and signed this 

statement. 

WITNESSES; 

and that it is correct and true ........ Lu)~ 
(Sill ature) 

(Si 11nature) 

(Si flnature) 

( Addreu) 

PREVIOUS EDITION WILL BE USED· 

22 MAS, Travis AFB CA 94535 
(Address) 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, 'a person authorized 

by law to administer oaths, this 

=:t: "~ FOrC:BSa, California 

(Si 11nature of Person Admini aterinil Oath.) 

ARD A. WAXSTEIN, JR., Colonel, USAF 
CSA Collateral Investigation Officer 

(Type Name, Grade & Title of Peraon Adminiaterinfl Oath.) 
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SWORN STATEMENT 

OF 

CAPTAIN TILFORD W. HARP 

~2 MILITARY AIRLIFT SQUADRON 

. TRAVIS AIR FORCE HASE~ CALIFORNIA 

16 MAY 1975 



S!A!IMl'J1' or WI!IZSS 

Travis Air Force Base, California 
•. (1'1"*') 

1 s MAY 1975 

1 Captain Tl lford W. Harp -------• hereby state that. 
Colonel Birnard A. Waxstein, Jr., -------has. identitied himselt to me 
as CSA CoJlaterai Investigation Officer USil'. 

(Spec,•I Afent A/l'OSI, Security Police, Other-Specify) 

I do hereby volunt.arily and of my own tree will mate t.he tollcnring statement. wit.bout 
having beeu subJeot.ed t.o any ooerolon. unlawful intluezace or unlawful inducement. 

I am Tiiford W. Harp, Captain, , :22 Military Airlift Squadron, USAF.· I was 
'assigned to the 22 HI 1itary Airlift Squadron, Travis Air Force Base, Cal ifornla, on 1 
September 1973. I have approximately 1577 hours total flying time in the USAF and 539 
hours total flying time In the C-S aircraft. My crew qualification as of~ Aprtl.1975 
was First Piiot and my crew position upon departure from Saigon, Vietnam at approxi­
mately 1600 hours, 4 April 1975, was that of copilot. 

We arrived at Clark.,·AB, R.P. at 1'+37L on 3 April 1975 on aircraft 80218. We were glven 
a 12 hour release against a possible mission Into Saigon on airc.raft 218. FollQWint 
dinner at the Officers• Club, we (all the officers) went to bed'at l'OOL and were 
awakened.at 0300L with 11n alert on aircraft 80:218 going to Saigon with return tp Clark. 
We shewed at o.,.ration1 Center at 0400L with normal flight planning and eating at the 
Snack.Bar by the Operetloni· Center. We were told at this ttme (0600L) that we '1riou1d be 
taking an aeromedlcal crew Into Saigon to bring back some orphans. We were toJd we 
would have to wait untf 1 the crew of nurses, medical technicians and medical supplies 
arrived prior to departure. At approximately 0700L we arrived at the aircraft to flnd 
that maintenance was still being P41rformed on the copilot's windshield and the No. 2 
engine. Maintenance was completed at approximately 08ooL, bu.t we were sti 11 wafting on 
extra blankets, food, juices, etc., for the orphans for the return flight. During this 
time, we asked for addl.tlona1 I lfe rafts, oxygen equipment, and a special securfty team 
to go with us to Saigon. We also asked for the Infra Red Kit to place in the troop 
doors for going into Saigon, a possible high threat area. A11 items were refused due 
to not having them aval 1able, not enough, etc. Everyone real lzed the humanitarian 
Importance of the mission from higher headquarters and the mission proceeded. At 
approximately 0900L, we were called by Ops Center to come Inside and wait, that there 
was a holdup In Saigon, that Saigon was not ready for us. We went Inside and were 
lnnedlately told to turn around and go back outside and make an ASAP departure. We 
departed Clark at 10t3L with an uneventful flight to Saigon at FL310. Captain Traynor 
was in the left seat, I was In the right seat, Captain Malone was in the jump seat. 
We landed at Saigon at 12S3L. During the flight to Saigon, we discussed the offload 
and onload at Saigon. Captain Traynor stressed the importance of professlona1ism and 
security at Saigon since we knew there wou1d be several camera men present. Also, on 
the flight to Saigon, part of the crew changed the crew baggage from downstairs Into 
the crew rest fact11tles. 

After arrival at Saigon, we taxied to parking on Taxiway 18, and shutdown engines and 
proceeded with the offload of the howitzers, Sgt Engels (engineer) and I remained on 
the flight deck to monitor the Auxiliary Power Units and the radios. Following 
completion of the offload, we proceeded with the onload. The onload was very 
disorganized. My description of the onload as being disorganized reflects on the 
ground assistance at Saigon, not On the aircrew or medical crew. The alrcrew and 
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medical crew did an outstanding job of getting us loaded in our ground time and 
making an on time departure. To me, the onload seemed disorganized due to a lack 
of coordination on Saigon's part. The passengers were not ready to load, there• 
were no stairs to load the passengers, the passengers' baggage had not been 
palletized, etc. Compared to normal MAC operations, coordination was definitely 
lacking at Saigon, but it can probably be explained by the volatile environment: 
The Defense Attache Office was not able to supply us with accurate manifests, but 
told us there was an accurate master copy of the passenger manifest on file. T~e 
bnly manifests that I saw were given to Captain Helton (who gav~ them to Sgt 
Snedegar), and Captain Melton gave me the impression that not everyone had been· 
manifested. I believe the DAO representative had mentioned this to him. Someone 
downstairs during the onload mentioned that It was no problem because the orphanage 
(or some agency) had accurate manifests. At one time or another, everyone helped 
with the onload of babies, women and children. Another aeromedical crew had jotned 
us at Saigon, and the med crews and flight crew did an outstanding job of getting 
everyone seated and strapped in. I might mention that during completion of the 
onload I was on interphone, and observed a normal closing of the aft doors through 
interphone conmunications •. By observed, I meant what I heard over interphone. The 
load master had indicated all lights were out on his panel, the doors were closed, 
and then requested that I go to SAFE with the aft door switch,· which f did. We 
st i 11 had the door open light on the annunciator panet, but this was due to the 
Crew Entry Door stl 11 being open. Al I indications over interphone--sounded normal. 

' , 
~We made a maximum power rolling takeo.ff at 1603L with no problems. All procedures 
~were accomplished in an orderly and professional manner. We climbed at 200KIAS 
-:5 until approximately 16,000 feet and began a slow acceleration to 270 Kts indicated 
...;) airspeed. We discussed the possibility of going at FL370 d~e to bad weather off 
~ the coast of Saigon, but due to oxygen requirements in case of a rapid decompression, 
~we decided to proceed to Clark at FL330. We proceeded on course to Vung Tau radio 
f') beacon. Approximately 3 minutes past Vung Tau, passing FL230, and around 260 Kts, 

a loud bang was heard followed by fog In the cockpit. I hmedlately donned my oxygen 
mask and checked in on interphone, followed on interphone by the troop compartment. 
Whenever the requirement to don oxygen equipment is apparent, each crew position, is 
required to check in on interphone that his respective crew position Is on oxygen. 
For example: "copilot is oh oxygen." I checked in on oxygen, and the troop comp~rtment 
('I.§.stt D2ushty) checked in saying they were on oxygen and everyone was okay. A few 
secon3s later, the troop compartment told us about the injurx to SMSat Perkins0 
I turned on the No Smoking, Fasten Seat Belts switches as we began a slow descending 
left turn back to Saigon. I attempted to tell Saigon Control of our problem, but 
my microphone was cutting in and out. Captain Langford, the Navigator, took convol 
of the radios and got out.a transmission to Saigon, and then Captain Malone, In the 
jump seat, took the radio and made all the radio calls from that point on. The 
Engineer had notified us we had lost hydraulic systems 1 and 2 and I was noticing 
the lights on the overhead panel when the pilot remarked that he was unable to bring 
the nose of the aircraft up. I looked at the pilot, and he had the control wheel 
to his chest (as was mine), and we were still rapidly descending. I forcefully 
st)ook my control wheel with no response, and tried the trim switches on the yoke and 
the manual hydraulic pitch trim lever, all wi·th no results .. At this time·, we pushed 
up the throttles and the airplane began a climb with airspeed rapidly decreasing. We 
rolled to the right and pulled back the throttles and started to descend. At this 
time, we realized the only way to control the aircraft was with power. I yelled at 
the engineer to get us a hydraulic system for the flight controls. He said that~ 
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had 3 and 4 systems. This rung a bell in my mind, and I then selected Right Inboard 
Elevator System No. 3 at about 20,000 feet but with no results. We were getting· vector 
back to Saigon from our Navigator. During the descent, we discussed what we had and 
what we didn't have. At approximately 10,000 feet we began putting the gear down. The 
forward main gears came down normally, and I emergency extended the nose gear and the 
aft main gear. At about 8 miles from the field, we began a shallow left turn to Runway 
25L at approximately 4000 feet and 230 knots airspeed. The pilot was flying power, and 
I was flying ailerons since it took both of us to handle: It. As we ,started our turn, 
the nose began dropping ve,ry low and we applied power with a descent that began to 
rapidly accelerate. I saw a wide open field with some water in front of us. and I 
rolled wings level just as the pilot stated something to the effect of land straight 
ahead. We had full throttles appl led trying to break our rate of descent, and I can 
remember seeing nothing but ground rapidly approaching in the windshield. All I could 
think to do was hold the wings level and hope for the best. Just prior to impact, the 
pilot retarded the throttles to Idle and I hit the flap handle down hoping to pitch up 
the nose. We impacted the ground relatively smooth and went skidding through the swamp 
and bog. Suddenly we were airborne again and passed over the Saigon Rlver. We impacte 
a second time extremely hard and the airplane began to break up and the lights went out 
and the windshields were 61acked out with mud. We began to roll to the right and soon 
came to a stop. I popped my lap belt open and exited out the pilot's side window. The 
helicopters arrived In a. matter of minutes and we began to assist with the rescue of 
the Injured. I was taken to a first aid station for Injuries to my legs, then bussed 
to the Seventh Day Adventist Hospital In Saigon for x-rays. We were then taken to the 
Gray House in Saigon for billeting, and we departed for Clark the next day on a C-141. 
arr iv Ing at 184SL .-------------------------------.-0::::;.."1 

31. I further state that I have read this entire statement. Initial~d all pe1es end corrections, and si1ned this 

statement, and that it is correct and true a• written. 

I 

WilNESSES; 

( AddreH) 

( Addr .. e) 

PREVIOUS EDITION WILL BE USED• 

22 MAS, Travis AFB CA 
(Addru•) 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, a person authori:zed 

by law to administer oaths, this 

16 ~day of ~. 1~1C 
at T~el ifornla 

~- ................... , 
BERNARD A. WAXSTEIN, JR., Colonel, USAF. 
CSA Collateral Investigation Officer 
(Type N•e, Grade I Tl tl e o I Per eon AcDlinl at er in• Oath.) 
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SWORN STATEMENT 

OF 

CAPTAIN KEITH D. MALONE 

L2 MILITARY AIRLIFT SQUADRON 

TRAVIS AIR FORCE tiASE~ CALIFORNIA 
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S!A!lllllT OP WI!llSS 

Travis Air Force Base, California 
(l'.r..o.) 

JI MAY t97~ 

I, Captain Keith D. Malone , hereby state t.hat 
_ _,,c..,a..,.1umw•a..i11...111Be11U.1rn.,.aur.11di....Aa.....· -111Wmlia¥a•tw•1L1IUJDi..e-J,...r..., • ..,,....,_! ____ ...__ hu 1denUt1ed hiaselt to ae 

, as CSA Col lateral lnvgtl91tlon Officer:: ,.,. ... 
UOJAI' • 

. ,(Special A,_t Al'OSl, Security Police, OU..-SpecUy) 

, I do hereby nlunt.arily end ot ., own tree will make Ule tollonaa stat ... nt without 
having been aubJeo\ed to 1111)' ooe~oion, unlawful influence or unlawful 1D4uoeaent. 

I am Keith o. Melone, Captain, I ·• • I, 22 Mii ltary Al r1 lft Squadron, USAF, I 
s assigned to the 22 Military Airlift Squadron, Travis Alr Foree Base, Ca1lfornia, 

· 17 August 1974. I have approximately 1793 hours total flying time in the USAF and 
80 hours total f1ylng time in the C-5 aircraft. My.crew qualification as of 4 April 
1975 was copilot, non·quallfied my position tn the cockpit' upon departure frQm Saigon, 
Vietnam, at approximately 1600 ho!-lrs, 4 Apr I 1 1975, was In the t·nstructor Pilot Seat 
(Jmp Seat) • 

arrived at Clark AB, R. P. at 1435L on 3Aprf1 1975. We processed through ACP, 
checked into bl11etlng, at•at the Officers' Club and retired for crew rest at 1900. 

t 0300, It Aprl 1 we were alerted to al rcraft 80218 going to Saigon. We reported to 
CP to fl le the fl lght plan at oltOO, received pre·mlsslon"brleffng and ate breakfast~ 
t 0600 we were notified· that we Would be delivering cargo to Saigon and bringing 

orphans back to Clark from Saigon. At 0700 we proceeded to the ah-craft and were 
notified that aircraft was not Mlntenance ready. It still required an engine run 
on No. 1- engine and the change of the coptlot's window was not yet completed. At 0800 
the maintenance was completed and medical technicians for the orphans had arrived. We 

re sti11 waiting for blankets, ml1k, fruit juices, etc. At 0830 we were notified tha 
a Lt Colonel Wll11s would be going to Saigon with us. At 0900 we were told Saigon was 
not ready for us and we W.re to come Into Ops and wait for a 1100 departure. We · 
proceeded to Ops and once Inside Lt Colonel Wl 1 lts met us and said everyt-wa~ 
arranged and we were to take off ASAP. We proceeded back to the af rcraft, lit c eek 
lists and departed Clark at 1013L. The flight from Clark to Saigon was from 1013L to 
.1253L. En route, Capta In Traynor d I rected that a 11 crew baggage be brought ups ta l rs 
and further directed SMSgt Perkins to formulate his plan for the offload of cargo add 
the upload of orphans. SMSgt Perkins also assigned various crew members to maintain 
constant vigilance around specific areas of the aircraft during the offload and onload. 

. ' .._ \ 

We landed at Saigon and were parked on• taxiway~ .. There was sQme delay prior to 
shutting down engines because ground parked us on Taxiway 18 and told us to shut:down 
engines whl le a marshal I wanted us to come forward on the taxiway. We shut down :as 
ground control directed. We proceeded with the offload of the howitzers and upon 
CQmp1etlon we started to onload the orphans. The offload of the howitzers was quite 
orderly. The offload crew was working rapidly. There were a few foreign reporters 
standing to one side observing the offload. There ts nothing out of the'ordinary I 
can CQmlllent on about the offload. The onload was not so wel 1 organized.- We did not 
know how many orphans we would be getting. The busses with the children pulled up and 
the women carrying babies brought them up to the 1eft troop door where they would hand 
the babies to personnel fnslde the aircraft who Jn turn would hand them to us on the 
ladder and we would pass the babies upstairs. After we were full upstairs the rest 
were loaded downstairs. Because I was not a primary crew member and had no other 

' I 
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specific duties I assisted with the orphans. I helped;wlth carrying the babies 
upstairs and then in loading the passengers' baggage. All baggage was placed In 
rows forward of the ramp and on the ramp. Once everyone was aboard I proceeded 
to the troop compartment and assisted in quieting the babies. Approximately 20 
minutes prior to takeoff, I proceeded to the flight deck and took my position in· 
the IP seat. I was in the IP seat to assist with any add1tional radio calls. We 
started engines and took off at 1603L. 

We had a normal takeoff on Runway 07 and after takeoff we turned right and proceeded 
direct to Vung Tau. At approximately FL 160, the aircraft commander decided to 
increase alr~peed from 200. KCAS to 270 KCAS. At FL 200 I proceeded back to the 
latrine area. As I started to enter the relief crew compartment we experienced 
the rapid decompression. I knew immediately what it was and knew t needed oxygen 
and I ran back to the IP seat and put on my quick don oxygen mask. At that time 
We were in a left descending turn back to Tan Son Nhut. While In the descent the 
copilot was having trouble transmitting so the navigator was given the radios. 
Since I had better access to the radios I Informed the navigator· I would assume 
control of the radios. Also, during the descent the aircraft conwnander realized 
that he had no elevator. control and consequently could not control our descent. 
Power was added to make the. nose come up and the descent was somewhat controlled 
using power for pitch control and ailerons for bank. At approximately FL 100 the 
gear was lowered. Since we had lost hydraulic systems 1 and 2 only the forward 
mains would extend normally. The nose and aft gear were emergency extended. 
During this time I had been talking to Saigon approach on guard and had informed 
them of our situation and our intentions. I told them we would be crash landing 
on Runway 25L because we could not control our descent. At approximately 8 miles 
out and at 4000 feet we started our turn to fina.1. At this time I realized I was 
not strapped in so I then put my shoulder harness and seat belt on. When I looked 
back we were In a nose low attitude and the airspeed was building. The pilots 
added power and the nose appeared to rise, they then rolled out the bank and the 
decision was made to land straight ahead. We Impacted the ground, bounced and 
imoacted once a9aln. I unstrapped and followed the aircraft commander out the 
aircraft comman errs side window. The engineer followed me and then the copilot. 
The helicopters, both ARVN and Air America, began to arrive within minutes after. 
impact and started taking survivors back to hospitals. All crew members assisted 
with the evacuation of the survivors. After all surviving passengers were evacuated 
w~ were taken aboard a helicopter to Air America and then to the Seventh Day 
Adventist Hospital. We were checked and treated and then taken to the Gray 
House for billeting. The next day we boarded a C-141 at 1615 and were flown 
to Clark. We arrived at 1845 and we were checked into C-Ward of the Base 
Hospital. 
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31. I further •t•te th•t I h•ve re•d thi• entire •t•tement. Initieled •11 p•1e• .nd corrections, .nd •i1ned this 
•t•tement, •nd th•t it i• correct .nd true 

WI'lNISSIS: 

AF ,OllM 1170 
OCT 70 

(AddreH) 

(SJ •nature) 

(AddrHe) 

. 
'lllVIOUI IDITION WILL II UllD• 

(AddreH) 

Sub•cribed •nd •worn to before me, • person •uthori1ed 
by l•• to •dmini•ter o•th•, this 

/ ..S !:f_ dey of -11tr,-..... · ,,,.., ·----- 19 Js::: 

RNARD A. WAXSTEIN, JR., Colonel, USAF 
CSA Collateral Investigation Officer 
(Type If••• Orede a TJtle o/ /ter•n AcmJnJeterJn• Oath.) 

_,,.,.. __ ... 
PAO& 3 or 3PAGI& 



SWORN $TATEMENT 

OF 

CAPTAIN JOHN T. LANGFORD 

2£ MILITARY AIRLIFT SQUADRON 

l'RAVIS AIR FORCE BASE.1 CALIFORNIA 

lb MAv 1975 



.. 

Sfl.DDBT or WI!lllSS 

Travis A1r Force B~se, C~ltfOrnia 
(Jl.r.o.) 

16 My 1975 

I, Capt John T. Langford , hereby state t.llat ___ ca .. lwOD-.el ....... lt,..rn...._a~nl ....... A ..... ...iWW..._., .. te,_..i_n~ .... J,.,..r ....... ..._ __ ......... -.... -...._. has identified hiaselt to .. 
as C-SA kollateral Ioyestjqat1on Officer USl.1. 

(Spffi•l ..,_, Al'OSI, Security Polle•, 0111..-Specily) 

I do hereby volunt.arilJ aa4 of .,. own free will make the following statement without 
haviag been subjected to any ooeroion, unlawtul influence or unlawtul iuduc•ent. 
I am John T. Langford, taptain, ·, 22 Military Airlift Squadron (MACj. 
Travis Air Force Base, talifornia, USAF, I was assigned to the 22 Military Airlift 
Squadron, Travis Air Force Base, California, on 22 September 1972. I have approxi­
mately 1797 hours total flying ttme in the USAF and 965 hours total flying time in 
the C-5 aircraft. My crew qua11ftcation as of 4 April 1975 was navigator and my 
crew position upon departure- frmn Saigon, Vietnam, at approximately 1600 hours, 
4 April 1975, was that of navigator. 

The crew arrived at Clark on CSA 68218 1437 3 April 1975. I personally made plans to 
eat at the Officers' Club and go to bed early for a 0300 legal time on 4 April 1975. 
By 1900, 3 April 1975, I wu sleeping in quarters. At 0300/4 April the crew was 

. alerted and we showed a_t 0400. We departed Clark 1013/4 arriving Saigon 1253, .Tan 
Son Nhut AB. The crew was prepared to offload the inbound load and upload the pas­
sengers for the return to Clark AB, P.I. Everyone on the crew had a specific role 
in the orderly upload of passengers. This included the_medical personnel as well as 
flight crew. The coord1~ation J"equired to upload WIS extensive, but approximately 
3 hours later it was acc...,lished. Prtor to engine start the navigator's station 
was through flighted in preparation for the return leg to Clark AB. Last minute 
detatls were C0111Pleted on the flight deck with copilot and pilot. At 1545 engine 
start checklist WIS c__..ced with the crew in place. Taxi of the airplane began 
t 1555. Takeoff time was recorded as 1603. After airborne contact with the ground 

was made, clearance was received to progress to the next checkpoint, Yung Tau. The 
c11mbout was SllOOth and intended course was intercepted. I focused my attention on 
monitoring the departure, supplying enroute times to checkpoints and assisting the 
pilots with weather on radar and crosstrack information, ' 

The first checkpoint esti•te, 0813 was determined for Yung Tau. Yung Tau was. 
checked over interphone at. 0813 in coordination with the pilot. Outbound magnetic 
course having preV!tously been conftnned tnterphone" was being used in the intended 
professional manner. I was looking for weather on radar. After completing the 
departure message for the route the last c011111ent I made on interphone prior to the 
rapid deccrnpression WIS regarding thin layered cirrus either side of our present . 
heading 30-40 NM away, which WIS no factor. The rapid decompression occurred : 
according to iqy estimate 0815-0817 above 20.0 thousand feet. I checked in on inter­
phone as did the rest of the crew after donning oxygen masks. The pilot began 'a 
descending left turn back to Tan Son Nhut AB and coordination on systems failures 
began among the engineer and pilots. Pitch control was i111Ded1ate1y assessed by the 
pilots as affecting airplane attitude. The plan of action for landing rapidly took 
shape during the descent, the priority being to get the airplane on the ground.. The 
gear was lowered, a turn to final approach was attempted when pitch attitude an,d rate 
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of descent posed a serious i:>roblem to control of the aircraft for landing configura­
tion. The last 4500 feet of altitude was lost rapidly as the pilots attempted to 
bring the nose of the airplane up and level. Pilot called 11 crew, crash landing, 11 

when restoring aircraft heading to one at which aircraft control could be maintained 
Initial impact was firm and the aircraft went airborne again across a river and 
impacted a second time ith a definite third motion in comin t p. First aid 
and rescue began i11111ediate y wt crew members assisting in the evacuation by heli­
copter back to Tan Son Nhut AB. The crew was sent to Seventh Day Adventist Hospital 
in Saigon for medical evaluations. Later that evening we were billeted at the Gray 
House. The next day we departed Tan on Nhut at 1615 (5 April 1975) and arrived 
Clark AB, P.I. 1845 •. ------+-t-~----------------• 

31. I further sta.te thet I heve reed thi• entire statement. Initieled di pe11es and corrections, and si11ned this 

statement, and that it is correct and true as written. 

(Addreu) 

(Addreu) 

. 
PREVIOUS EDITION WILL BE USED• 

)John T. Langford 

22 MAS, Travis AFB CA 94535 
(Addreu) 

Subscribed and •worn to before me, a person authorized 

by law to administer oaths, this 

May 19 75 

(Type N-e, Grade 6 Tl tI e of Per eon· Ad.ini eterini Oath.) 
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S1'.&!1Dft 01 wunss 

Travis Air Foree Base, California 
(Pi.o.) 

l G MAY f971 

1• Ma or Wt 11 lam G. Wal lace • hereby state that 
Colonel Bernard A. Waxsteln, Jr. ~-- id t.iti d ~4- l 
as CSA Collaterai Investigation 6tflcer - en . 8 u.uuse t to • 

....... __.__.__,.....___,~,_;...;...;;...a.-~~-:"',.__~~--~~~~~~~~~~~~~ USAJ'. 
(Specl•I Afent AFOSI, Secutity Police, Otlte,..·Specify) 

I do hereby voluntarily and of ., own tree will make the following statement without 
having been aubj,cted. to U1 ooeroion, unlawful lntluenoe or unlawful inducement. 

I am WIJllam Guy Wallace, Major, I I, 22 Air Force, attached to 22 Military 
Airlift Squadron, USAF. I was assigned to the 22 Miiitary Airlift Squadron, Travis 
Atr Force Base, Callfornta, on 1 December 1972. I have approximately 6132 hours total 
flying time In the USAF and 908 hours total flying time Jn the C-5 aircraft. Hy crew 
qualification as of 4 April 1975 was Senior Navigator, Q.uallfied and my crew position 
UPon departure from s,1gon, Vietnam, at approximately 1600 hours, 4 April 1975, Was 
that of Navigator augmentee. 

We departed Clark AB, P.I. on 4 Aprf1 1975. Destination was Tan Son Nhut AB, RVN. 
We received a1~ required.briefings at Clark AB. I was the navigator for this portion 
of the mission. Departure was delayed 4.1 hours due to minor mafn.tenance and nottft­
c:atlon that we were to al rl'tft orphans and the Ir sponsors from Tan Son Nhut to Clark 

i 
AB. We had to await the•dlcal crew going with us. The flight to Tan Son Nhut 'was 
routine with no problems encountered. 

After arrival at Tan Son Nhut we offloaded our cargo and onloaded the orphans and 
sponsors. SISgt Perkins was at the left troop door directing the flow of personnel 
ln the aircraft and up the ladder to the troop compartment. The flow was orderly 
with little to no mflllng about by the passengers. Other crew members were assisting 
In lifting babies up the ladder. I assisted In llftlng the orphans {babies up the 
ladder to the troop compartment.) Primarily t took the babies who were crying and 
soothed them prior to the Ir placement In the troop compartment. I then as.s hted the 
older children of walking age and their sponsors. I helped direct them to their. 
seating places on .the "catwalks" on both sides of the cargo compartment and also aided 
In placing adults and remaining babies on blankets and pillows on the cargo compartment 
deck. · 

I 

After all were strapped In, I asbd for and received permission from Captain Traynor, 
aircraft commander, to remain In the cargo compartment for the departure In case:any 
of the children became upset. Departure was normal; all persons were calm. When I 
felt assured there was nothing l could do I returned to the relief c:rew compartment 
of the flight deck. Shortly after I got there, there was a rapid decompression. There 
~s a loud noise, followed Immediately by fog In the relief crew compartment. It was 
exactly the same as In altitude chamber training. I Immediately used the emergency 
oxygen system. At approximately 8000 feet altitude I returned to the cargo compartment 
to assist the flight crew and medical technician crew members. The adult sponsors, 
children and babies appeared to be calm. There was no panic. People were where they 
were for the original departure. Flight crew members and medical technicians were 
assisting the passengers with oxygen walk around bottles. I went to the rear of the 
aircraft and surveyed the area of damage. The pressure door, ramp, center door, and 
petal or side doors all appeared to be missing. There were a number {unknown) of cabl 
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and hydraulic lines dangling out the rear of the aircraft. Except for an injured 
medical technician, who was being aided by a flight nurse, all passengers appeared 
to be in good shape. I returned to the flight deck. As I got abeam the relief 
crew compartment seats, HSgt McAtee shouted, "prepare for crash landing!" I ran 
to the car o com artment and told TS t Bradle to inform as man e to 
prepare for crash 1 an ng. 1 s was accomp 1 s ed. I went back to the re 1 i ef 
crew compartment and strapped in. We impacted seconds later. First impact was ' 
relatively smooth. I !elt and heard the gear touch down and then rfe away. w;-
then were air60rne again. ~lh~e~s~e~c~o~n~d~fmmilliaciliiA~!liiilillillillllii!lllliil~~~p::!Yi!::!l::mWiw.i!I~~~ 
c;ppnth I as aware only o a 
went at the t me o t e secon mpact. s1b1l1ty was very dim. 
coming to the final rest the flight deck rolled over. When the flight deck came 
to rest I exited. I did not see the pilots or navigator. I thought they were 
dead. There was a woman and a baby pinned to the underside of the flight deck 
which was nearly upside down. I checked them; both were dead. I heard a baby 
cry. The sound was coming from the troop compartment which was approximately 
100 yards away. I ran to the troop compartment. Lt Aune (Flight Nurse} and 
Sgt Hadley (Medical Technician} were there. I directed Sgt Hadley to open number 
3 left door. I entered the troop compartment and went to the forward bulkhead 
which had a large hole in it. Sgt Parker, seriously injured and a woman, seriously 
injured, were there. Both were unconscious. I .then had the flight nurses and crew 
members form a line to lfft the passengers (babies} out. About this time, Air 
America and VNAF helicopters arrived. We formed a line and passed the babies to 
the hovering helicopters. After most of the babies were out, helicopters with 
stretchers arrived. I got a stretcher from a helicopter and directed it to land 
near the front of tJ]e tr~p compartment. I removed Sgt Parker and placed him on 
the stretcher and ~irtte~-i't"to the helicopter. I then returned to number 3 left 
door and continued to evacuate personnel. Lt Aune came to me and asked to be 
relieved of dut • She stated she couldn't wa st or stan . 
and carry her to a helicopter. I then was d recte by an A r America pi lot to 
evacuate all crew members. He stated that they had enough personnel and airlift 
to evacuate any remaining people. I went to the flight deck area. Captain Traynor 
was there. This was the first I'd seen him. I briefed him. We then boarded a 
helicopter; took off; landed at the troop compartment and picked up another crew 
member. We were then airlifted to the Air America Ramp. Later we were transported 
to the Seventh Day Adventist Hospital. That evening we were taken to the Gray House 
for quarters. We departed Tan Son Nhut AB the next day via C-141 to Clark AB . 
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31. I further state that I have read thh 
statement, and that it i• correct and true a• 

WITNESSES: 

(SJ •nature) 

(Addreu) 

(Addreu) 

:. 
? 

AF ;~~R~0 1170 PREVIOUS EDITION WILL BE USED· 
. ' 

and si1ned this 

22 AF, Travis AFB CA 
(Addreu) 

Sub•cribed and sworn to before me, a person authorized 
by law to administer oaths, this ta· _-:;. __ .....Jill,__ _______ 19 72... 

Ca1 ifornia 

1"""~~ SJ •nature o I Per•on Admlnlsterln• Oath.) 

ERNARD A. WAXSTEIN, JR., Co1onel, USAF 
CSA Co11ateral Investigation Officer 
(Type N_e, Grade 6 Tl tl e o I Per•on Ad.Jnl sterln• Oath.) 
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OF 

SMSGT HOWARD c. PERKINS 

22 MILITARY AIRLIFT SQUADRON 

IRAVIS AIR FORCE BASE., CALIFORNIA 
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I 

I 
I 

.. i 
i 
l 

~OP"1DISS 

Tl-f!vis Air Force Base, California 
(1', • 

i8 MAV .. 1'ns 

t, · M$gt Howa:z:d C • Perkins' • hereby Hate that 
.... eo ... 1,...o~'-~l~lf£atd""'!"!:~·""'A~·-:'::-Wt--..-•-:t:?~".""'!· Jr . .,... ..... :!':":::-------- bu tdeuUtitd hiaselt to· .. 
aa C:S Coll.tt!r!l Inveat!IU§ii Officer U$U. 

' (~al A,_..I Al'OSI, SflCVdt'/ Police. Otht-SpecUy) 

· 1 do beHby •olun\arily anct ot ., owa tree will ..u th toliowiq stat. .. nt •i uiout 
bUf.111 bffll nbjeot.t4 to Uf/ ooerotu, mal.awtul • or. UlllMM 1114\lct ... .a.i. 

I • Howard c. Perkins, s.iar Kuter Seraeant, , 22 Military Ai?'Utt 
Squadron, USAF. I wu ••igned to the 22 JfUJ:tary Airlift Sq~n, T?lavis Air _Force 
Bue, California on 1 i\u8WJt i97~. - I ...... approxiaate]J 3994. bol,ll'a total flying t · 
in th USAF and 322 hours t:ot-1. flyiq tbM in the C-S airc:M.ft. My crew qual.ifica.tio 
as -of Cl Apr1.l 197 5 was 'F !rat t.oedaa1ter anr.i my crew po1ition upon d~arture from 
Saigon, VietMa, at approx.iately 1600 hour , ~ April 1975, was t~t of Primary 
Load.master.. · · 

lie anived. at Clark AB 3 April 1975 at 1251. I was alerted t 0300 hours local on 4 
AFil 1975., b . the NCOIC of tlM en.listed crew members-. I aJ .. erted th• other enlisted 
~ ....... ez.ew tl"allaportation picked us up, and we reported to Base Operations. 
I wu ad'Yiled by Captain 'fNyn«' that he ~ like one of the enlllted crew members 
to make tb• INTEL briefiq. I .Mlecrted 11.1•e.lf and. asked SMSgt SnCJdegar from 60 MAW 
to 4ttend. Ve Hported to~ 80218 and loaded our personal hags. The remaining 
altsted CNV ..:bars started tM1r prefl.igbt d~ies. !he office?'&, Sgt Snedegar and 
I NtUrned· t°' Operations· for the IirTEL briefina and fli&ht plan filing ~ After :return­
ing to the ail'craft, Mcll load•ster reported to me that bis area of N$ponsibillty 
bad been inspected and he waa r8*ly f«' takeoff. We had thi'ee delays prior to takeoff 
(~• 111.intaance bad not CQ11t>JJtt.t·replacin1 the rightwimahield - two,. it Wa.s 
required that' the engines be nan at max pow&'! because e had one engin,e ut down on 
arrival. Clark AB - ttu..e, we 1N1re delayed by ~ticma because Tan Son Nhut AB 
would 'QO't. be l'eady to receive ua·· if we 'arrivtd too soon.) After take<>ff, I assigned 
t~ ·crew ••~• to act u outaide auuds when we . landed at Tan Son Nhut. Sgt 
McAt• vu usiped to the noae WhH.l area. TSgt Bradley VQ. assigned to the t"ight 
whffl well UM· TSgt Parke WU uaiped to the left wheel. well area. Afte ·landing 
these crew ~a aaSUMCl t:beil' uaigned position.a.- The rtlllD&inder of the loadniastes 
nuaely 11Y8•lf, SJt Snedepr, Sit Payne, Sit AauUJ.on and Sgt Doughty stationed our­
selvu throughout th• carao collpU'tM'rrt and ~ Nmp during the off loading. I 
01'4~ ·~ ·•tepa for peracmnal. loM:lng and after the steps wee placed in position 
iw loading l placed lDY••lf in flto1:rt of the left troop dorot." to control entt'y. ·Other 
<:rew ·~ we placed on the troop compartmtmt ladder so the babies could b passed 
up to ..U.cal personn.i far eeatw. After ti. tx-oop compartment was l ed we tart 
lOld.iq babies , and older penoanel in the cargo compartment aft of the ere entry dool' 
on blankets. AU of the pel'IODMl were loaded fOl"'Ward. of the main landing gear. The 
load.11Utea WSl'e aasiped to qecific stations far the Nturn flight. TSgt Br dley wa 
assigned to the forw~ oar.io ~ent • TSat Aauillon wu assigned tbe. · cargo 
eo11part11ent, TSgt Douahty wu uaiped the forwai'd troop compat:>tment, and TSgt Parker 
vu auigned to the aft troop compartment. Each of thes crew member was requil-ed. to 
Minta.in interpbone contact with the fll&ht deck. All bagage was loaded in the par .. 
troop ·ciooi' and l'Dp area. MS&t Pqne wu administering an evaluation to TSgt Aguillon 
who cloaed th•- rear dOOlns. Aftttr the ]>a.gage was loaded and doer we:re closed, I 
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checked the load.masters aft control panel to see that all lights were out, which 
indicates that all doors are locked. This is one of my required duties prior ~o 
takeoff. The "Before-takeoff" check list requires each compartment to check in 
that their area is ready for takeoff and the personnel in each area complied with 
this requirement. During climbout, SMSgt Snedegar came up to the relief crew area 
to get some passenger comfort items. After obtaining these items he and I returned 
to the cargo compartment. I talked briefly with TSgt Bradley and TSgt Aguillon to 
see if everything was going as planned. I then proceeded up the troop compartment 
ladder. I was standing approximately on the third ste from the to I ed 
to unlock the perso1me retaining gate wit my le hand, when the rapid decom-
p;ession occurre • ..~DJJring the -~ 
rapid decompression was unable to see anything below me. Sgt Doughty and Sgt 
Parker got their oxygen bottles and put on their oxygen masks and established radio 
contact with the flight deck. After completing these duties I was given some oxygen 
after I cut my flight suit left leg, which would not allow me to climb up in the 
troop compartment. I was assisted by TS t Parker and TS Do ht u into t e troop 
compartment. I took t e ea et an reported to the flight deck that the cargo ramp, 

• pressure door had been blown from the aircraft. I was not able to move a;:ound because 
~ right knee would not stay in lace and ri ht shoulder was dislocated. All the 

babies were ec e y gt ar er, Sgt Doughty and the medical crew for proper 
tecurity in their seats. I was Ieanin on the that surrounds the stairwell 
and holding the post for suppor • TS Par the 

d ho 

f 
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31. I further state that I have re&d this entire statement. 

statement, and that it is correct and 

WI'INESSES: 

(Addre .. ) 

(SJ 11nature) 

(Addreu) 

PREVIOUS EDITION WILL BE USED• 

22 Military Airlift Squadron, Travis AFB CA 
(Addreu) 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, a person authorized 

by law to administer oaths, this 

BERNARD A. WAXSTEIN, JR., Colonel, USAF 
C-5 Collateral Inyestigatini Officer 
(Type N-•· Grade 6 TJtle of Peraon Adainiaterinll oath.) 
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~WORN STATEMENT 

OF 

S~GT HAYMOND F. ~NEDEGAR1 JR. 

22 MILITARY AIRLIFT SQUADRON 

IRAVIS AIR fORCE BASE1 CALIFORNIA 

lb MAY 19/5 



S!.A!Zllllll! or WI~S 

Travis Air Force Base, California 
(Jlllaoe) 

16 MAY 1975 
(Date) 

I, Raymond F. Snede9ar, Jr., SMSgt, USAF , hereby state that 
_.:;Co:.lwonltW;lle..,,J_Be:.z.:r~n.::•:.:..r-=id_.A .... ~WwoUS .......... te._l;..>n ............ J.._r.._ ..... L-------- has iclentitied himself to· me 
as C5A Collateral lnyes1tg1tlon Officer USAJ'. 

(Spflci•I A,_t AFOSI. SftCWity Police, Other·Specity) 

I do hereby Yoluntarily and of ., own free will make the tollowing st.ateaent without 
1Ml•1118 been aubJecte4 to any coercion, unlawful. intlueaoe or unlawtul inducement~ 

I am Raymond F. Snedepr, Jr •• SMSgt, · ·· :, assigned 60 Military Airlift Wing/ 
attached 22 Ml11tary Airlift Squadron, USAF. I was ass·lgned to the 22 Military ' 
Alr1tft Squadron, Travis Air Force Base, California, on 8 February 1972. I have 
approxlmetely lt701 hours total f1ylng time In the USAF and 1311 hours total flyii,g 
tlme tn the C-5 aircraft. My crew qua1tffcatlon as of 4 April 1975 was Flight · 
Examtner Loadmaster and my crew position upon departure from Saigon, Vietnam, at 
approximately 1600 hours, 4 April 1975, was that of Flight Examiner Loadmaster. 

I got approximately six.hours of sleep fnfllght enroute to Clark Air Base,Republtc of 
hU lpplnes from Hickam AFB, Hawat I. I arrive~ at Clark Air Base. R.P. at 0945, 2 

April. I got approximately 8 hours sleep the night of 2 April at Clark Air Base. I 
rested off and on during the day of 3Aprf1 and went to bed at 1800 hours. I awoke at 
approximately 2ltoo hours and could sleep no more. I was alerted at 0300 hours, 4 April 

departed Clark at 10J}hours for a flight to Saigon and return to Clark. Sgt Parker 
and I rode In the troop compartment enroute to Saigon with the medical crew. Upon 

i . arrival at Saigon, I was outside scanner for rear door opening with TSgt Aguillon 
!'1'- opening the doors with MSgt Payne monitoring him since he was administering an evalua-
i tlon.. Offload of 1 OS mm howl tzers were nonna 1 and on load of passengers was accomp 1 i sh • 

l Passengers were onloaded through the left troop door and a chain was formed up the troo 
compartment ladder by crew members. The babies were passed up the chain to the troop 

"'\..( compartment and placed Into seats by the medical crew members. The passengers in the 
f !!;> rgo ccmpartment either walked or were carried into the cargo compartment· through the 

·.t left troop door and placed on a double layer of blankets in the floor. Tie down straps 
! re placed over their bodfeps to hold them In position. The baggage was loaded by bein 
l rought up a conveyor belt ~sembly placed to the aft ramp near the center. Baggage wa 
I laced on the floor from approximately fuselage station 1700 aft to the aft edge of the 
j ft ramp. There are no combat loading procedures written for the C-S and this was 

l tnted out by the crew prior to departing Clark AB on the morning of 4 April 1975. 
he C-141 combat loading procedures out11ned In MACR 55-1 were reviewed by me prior , 

l to·Joadtng the passengers •. I personally mede a head count of passengers and know for 
l fact there were exactly 145 orphans In the troop compartment and I counted approxi-
, tely 138 passengers In the cargo compartment. I was given a manifest prior to. 

eparture by Captain Melton. I thought ft was the entire manifest but discovered after 
the accident that lt contained. only the names of the escorting attendants. 

e daparted S.aigon at 1603 hours, 4 Aprl 1 for the fl lght back to ~lark. During cl tmb­
ut, SMSgt Perkins and I discussed the amount of water we had available for the 
ssengers with TSgt dohnson (medical technlc:lln). Perkins went to the troop compart­
nt to check on that water and I proceeded to the flight deck to check on that water. 

I' checked the water and decided to get a drink before returning to the cargo compartmen. 
I got a cup of water and sat down In the center seat tn front of the coat closet in the 
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relief crew compartment. At this time a rapid decompression occurred with a bang, 
the masks dropped down, fog filled the cabin and a warning horn sounded. I grabbed 
a portable walk around bottle and oxygen mask and proceeded to the cargo compartment 
to assess the damage. I crawled toward the rear of the airplane and checked it. 
The damage noted was the pressure door, center door and part of the ramp was gone. 
Both side doors were just barely hanging on, the control cables were all cut and 
dangling out the back and lots of hydraulic fluid was pumping out the back. The 
lower aft portion of the unpressurized 11hayloft11 was gone. Debris was blowing 
all around. I administ~red oxygen and comfort to several people on the way forward 
to go report to the pilot. At the time, I wasn't sure but now I realize oxygen was 
not a factor and no one would have needed It administered to them. However, several 
crew members were administering oxygen to some passengers. After reporting the 
damage to the aircraft commander, I returned to the cargo compartment to assist ln 
aiding and comforting the passengers. I worked with Lt Colonel Willis, TSgt Bradley, 
MSgt Payne, TSgt Aguillon, Captain Melton and three members of the medical crew. I 
had been told we were going to crash land but I thought it would be on the runway at 
Saigon because the pilots had fairly good control of the airplane, or so it seemed. 
I' had just returned to the flight deck when the scanner, MSgt McAtee, said we were 
about to crash land. I attempted to return to the cargo compartment but MSgt McAtee 
refused to Jet me down the ladder and threw me into a seat In the relief crew compart­
ment. We hit the ground almost Immediately after I put my seat belt on. After the 
crash, I stumbled out thrQugh the galley area of the flight deck. The initial impact 
was a solid landing and then I had the sensation of rolling down a runway. I then 
noticed we were arching up over water. The sec;oasLJ!l!P~~~~~as extr~m~lY_J_ough_and 

1 cfo. ~~:n r ~~h~~ar~~~ ff }!{~ga:~~r w:~d-u:: !~e a~o!~ ~~-~,,a~ r~~~~I~-~9-a;;;~~}/~~~-~;! !~;e!~ 
left as I stumbled out. The troop compartment was about 40-50 yards away. I 
remember noticing it to my left after I got out but did not notice where it was in 
relation to the flight deck as I came out. I pulled Sgt Wise (medical technician) 
and two babies out of the control cables. I then proceeded to the troop compartment 
area and assisted TSgt Doughty, SMSgt Perkins and some of the medical crew evacuate 
the troop compartment. I put a young lady's ear back on and had her hold it in place 

~until she reached the hospital. After rescue arrived, I helped put people on the 
helicopters and lastly got back into the troop compartment and assisted in passing 
out the rest of the babies. Major Wallace and I put TSgt Parker on a stretcher and 
lifted him out of the compartment. I then returned to the flight deck area, met 
some more of the crew and we made one last search of that area for survivors. We 
then got on a helicopter and went to Saigon airport. We were met by Brigadier 
General Baugh who took us to a phone where Captain Traynor and I briefed Major 
General Gonge and General Carlton on the accident and the status of the crew and 
what passengers we knew about. He and I were taken to Seventh Day Adventist Hospital 
about 3 to 4 hours after the accident for treatment. After cleaning of my wounds 
and bandaging, we were taken to Gray House in Saigon for the night. We were air 
evacuated to Clark Air Base Hospital approximately 24 hours after the crash. Two 
days were spent in the hospital and then we were released for questioning by the, 
accident investigation board. We were returned to Travis AFB by C-141 on 15 April 

1975.~~~~~~~~~~ 
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I further 1tate that I have read thi1 entire 1tatement. Initialed all pa1es and corrections, and 

statement, and that it is correct and true al writt~ . 

.. ,. ..... , ~;z.~ 
(SJ •nature) 

(AddreH) 

(SJ.nature) 

(Addreu) 

PREVIOUS EDITION WILL BE USED· 

{Siirl:ture 
22 Hilit~ry Airlift Squadron 
Travis AFB, California 

(AddreH) 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, a person authorized 

by law to administer oaths, this 

Fore Base California 

-(SJ,ne.ture of Person AdadnJ1terJn11 Oath.) 

..... ~r~RD A. WAXSTE IN, JR. , Co 1 one I , USAF 
CSA Collateral Investigation Officer 

(Type N-e, Grade 6 TJtle of Peraon Adariniaterinll Oath.) 
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SWORN STATEMENT 

OF 

MSGT LYNN F. MCATEE 

22 MILITARY AIRLIFT SQUADRON 

TRAVIS AIR FORCE BASE~ CALIFORNIA 

19 MAY 1975 
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•• fAtlllllt 07 Jl!llSS 

Travis Air Force Bl • Ca.11forn1a 

19. May 197f''-> 
(Date) 

......-....;...;...~,;..;;..;;.,;..,._.......,.~...;;,.w.;.,...;,.;;;;.._;;.;;...;;;..;___ -ilN-iFR..-,-----• ereby at.,te that 
__ ......_.,.__ _______ ...... ___. _____ ..,;;__ha.a icluUtitd sett to :ae 

.. ~Llo~LA.Wl:l.Ul..L.-.1.&l&l~~~~~~U-L~:"'":'.'"~~---~.:.,_~~~~--~ us.u. 
($fMtcJJJl A,_, Al'OS(, S«:urity PoUe-. OlltM~fy) 

I do heret>'f' 4"lia\U1lf --~ of _,. on -free Will .U. . tb4t tollowiq st.ate .. nt. wit.bout 
havi»C "- MdlJtot.ed .t.o aar ooeroion. unlawful intl e or 'unlawtul ir:aduo ... nt • 

I. am Lynn f. McAtee, Master Sergeant. I I, 22 Military Airlift Squadron,.USAF . 
I W1$ assigned to the 22 Military Airlift Squadron, Travis Air Force Base, taliforn1a. 
op 15 July 1974. I have approx1•tely 47Q9 hou~ total flying time in the USAF and 
1'33 hours total fl,y.1ng t1• in the C-5 aircraft. My crew qualif1cat10P as of 4 April- . 
1975 was First Flight Engineer and - c . position upon departure fr'Gll Sa on. Vfet-
na, at appn>xi•taly_ 1600 urs, 4 rfl 1975, as that of Sea r. . · 

' 
We l lndld at· Clark AB on the afternoon of 3 Apri l 1975. Af"r post flight duties 
cheeked tnto trailers. then went to the NCO Club for di ·, ·then back to trailer fo 
crew rest . · 

. were alerted approx1mtely 0300 on moming of 4 April, after a little more than 7 
hours sleep. The preflight was C011Pl•ted. with sme difficulty as we were working 
arouncS necessary •'nten1n~e on copnot• wtndsh1eld. I was scanner. T takeoff was 
delaye4 by ca.and post, but we took: off o tong after our schedu1 d departure ti 

Th• fl · g t to S.1 gon was rout1 ne and unev ntfu l as were th approach an 1 and1 ng. 

Offloading was well coordinated, w1th a perimeter set up with er med>ers. l'f\YSelf 
scanner again.. With ass1stance from other crew lllellbers,. I completed a thru flight 
inspection. -

Onload109: The passengers were brought in bu es,' and ited while the last of the 
1ri60iiiid ~rgo was unloaded. The infants re lotdttd first, up to ·the troop compart­

nt. Then the crippled children wre loaded. All the older ell cb11d n and the 
adult attendants were the last to bcMrd. 

The whole ti• the boarding was going on, the loadlnasters, and all other er members 
thlt were not on duty- re •verywttere 1'elp1ng and comforting young nd calming 
the nervous people. , 

3 
The only real problllft we had was after the bo•rd1ng was ccnpleted. The press arr.iv 
at the airplane just about the t1• w wel"e N•d.Y to start the before starting 
engines che~k11st. "The .ellbass,y• {Their .,-,ds} they sa1d had not r losed th to 
the airplane until it. was a1MO.St too late • . 1 did not let. than Y'd, but called the 
aircraft ~nder and he th.en dealt with the problem. · 

When the J)lssengers were all loaded and equipment and personnel cleared ay from the 
aircraft. I dinteted a crew Mlber to make an interior inspection for po : ible 



explosive devices. Finding none, he then acted as my ground crew for engine start. 

Takeoff was normal as was climbout until we were at approximately 23,000 feet, when we 
experienced a rapid decompression. · 

After obtaining an oxygen source, I proceeded to the cargo compartment to check hydraulic 
fluid quantity and condition of systems 1 and 2, which were by this time inoperative. 
At this time I observed that the aft pressure door and part of the ramp had blown out 
and in so doing carried away hydraulic lines for systems 1 and 2 and sheared off the 
control cables leading to the elevator and rudder. 

After assessing the damage to the airplane, I returned to the flight deck and reported 
to the conunander my findings. At about this time, the pilots discovered that they had 
no pitch or yaw control. They found after some experimentation that engine powe~gave 
s~ control, as long as the airspeed the airplane was trinuned for was maintained. 

The flight engineer and I, at this time, went through the emergency section of the 
Dash-1 and covered the appropriate parts covering the damage. The pilots then lowered 

, the landing gear handle, only the forward mains lowered aqd the copilot after co-
i ordinating with pilot and flight engineer, selected the emergency extend switch for 
-~the nose gear. I went to the fiber optics scope at the foot of the.· ladder to observe 
· whether the gear extended. I could not confirm extension, as I could only see hy-
: draulic fluid leaking. The copilot reported ~reen Wheels," or gear down. They 
~ then selected emergency extend on the aft main gear. At this time, I went to the 
~crew compartment and began stowing loose gear in the latrine and webbed storage areas. 
(" One of the crew members come up from the cargo compartment and I advised him to pre-_ 

: • pare for possible crash landing. I put on the headset just in time to hear the 
1 C"h copilot say, "We're losing it, .. and the pilot say, "We'll land. straight ahead. 11 I then 
! turned around to get in my seat, when I saw one of the loadmasters heading back for the 
1~argo compartment. I got him by the arm and told him to· sit down and strap in, that we 
. were going to crash land. He got in the middle seat facing the coat closet. Then · 
: nother loaamaster came by also heading for the cargo area. I told him the same thing, 
: but he wanted to go help the passsengers, so I put him in the seat, then sat down and 

strapped in. I had only just got my seat belt fastened when we impacted the firs.t time. 

i 
I. 

The aircraft was almost uncontrollable, but the pilots were able to attempt a landing 
at Tan Son Nhut. When, however, we were unable to make the field, we were forced to 
make a crash landing in a swampy area short of the airport. 

The fir i twas fairl smoo:th, not at all violent. It seemed that we became air-
borne again for a ew secon s, u w r · ently. I 
was thrown about and many objects came y1ng orward and I was struc in the c est by 
something (I don't know what). The "aircraft" came to rest upside down, partly on the 
right side. We all (4) exited through the area where the courier compartment had been. 

The area outside was swampy with some ground above water level and much long gras's. 

The other three crew members that were with me departed for the troop compartment which 
was about 50 yards away. (I didn't know they had gone at this time as I was diso'riented 
and dazed). I made my way around to the side of the wreckage nearest the troop com­
partment. I saw the other flight engineer coming from the front end of the wreck, and 
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asked him how the others were and he said they were all ok. The two pilots and the 
navigator then came from· the front of the aircraft, We checked each other to make sure 
there were no serious inj~ries. There were several injured persons and some bodies in 
the wreckage and we proceeded to remove the injured from the wreckage, The rescue heli 
copters started to land at the troop compartment and we tried to get one to come to us 
as we had some infants and two severely injured adults-.. When the first chopper came, 
we loaded the four infants on it, and the injured on the 2nd. Then 2 of us tried to go 
to the troop compartment to help, but we were told to board the third copter..-----"' 

31. I further 1t1te th1t I hive re1d thi1 entire 1t1tement. Initi1led 111 p11es and corrections, 1nd sicned this 

st1tement, 

WI'INESSES: 

ind th1t it ia correct ind true 11 writt.l~""'en;....~.....,:;_....;,;...~_-_~._·'-' • ...._-""..:;M_-s..._'-... ~...::::=~----
~ (Si,nature) Lynn F, McAtee 

(Addreae) 

(Si •nature) 

(Addr•ea) 

PREVIOUS EDITION WILL IE USED• 

22 Military Airlift Sq, Travis AFB, CA 94535 
(Addreae) 

Sub1cribed ind 1worn to before me, a person 1uthorized 

by law to 1dminister oaths, this 

~-1_9_t_h_dayof--~~~M_a~y'"--~~~~ 19~ 

it Travis Air Force Base, California 

(Si •nature of Par1on Admlnl 1tarln' 01th.) 

BERNARD A. WAXSTEIN, JR., Colonel, USAF 
CSA Collateral Investigating Officer 
(Type N••• Grade 6 Title of P•uon At'-inl1t1rln• Oath.) 
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SWORN ~TATEMENT 

OF 

T~GT PERCY D. BRADLEY 

22 MILITARY AIRLIFT SQUADRON 

TRAVIS AIR FORCE BASE~ CALIFORNIA 

16 MAY 197~ 
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S!ADIDT OJ WI?DSS 

Travis Air Force Base, Catrfornia ,,,,...) 
16 MAY 1975 

I TS t Pere D. Bradley 
Colone\ Bernard' A. Waxsteln Jr. • herebr state that 

..::=..:.:.:::;.¥~:.:;:.:..:..:.;.:..:..::::=.;;.;~....=-:..:..:irfilli=====-.....;.- has ideatitie4 hiaselt to • 
aa C5A Collateral Invest gat on cer usu. 

(Speel•l A,_, AFOSI, Security Police, Otber-·Specily) 

I do hereby voluat.ar1ly and of .,. own tree will 118.lte the tollowiDg statellellt without 

I ~·;z:c~T. Tr~~\·~ fe°cl:f cJf9f:#:~nf':1itml.i!tllf~! M t~\r1ffl'f"'1Alrron, 
USAF. I was assigned to the 22 MIHtary Airlift Squadron, Travis Air Force Base,' 
c•tlfornla, on 17 February 1972. I have approximately 2060 hours total flying time 
In the USAF and 1006 hours tota1 flylng time In the C-5 aircraft. My crew qua1Jfic:atio 
as of 4 April 1975 was Airlift Qualified First Loadmaster and my crew position·upon 
departure from Saigon, Vietnam, at approximately 1600 hours, 4 April 1975, was that 
of Cargo Ccmpartment Loadmaster. 

We arrived at Clark at 1~37L, 3 April 1975. After processing through Conmand, Armory 
and billeting office we arrived at quarters at approximately 1530 hours. We were legal 
at 0235 hours, 4 April. I had dinner at the NCO Club and went to bed at 1900 hours,. 3 
April. We were alerted at 0300 hours and show time of OltOO hours, 4 Aprt1 1975. I had 
breakfast In the Cornrnind Post Snack Bar and went to the aircraft. With no on-off.load 
• d1d a cotnplete pref11ght of the aircraft. I did the cargo compartment and the 
f1tght deck. Later we •nt back Into the Snack Bar where I had a donut and coffee. 

We departed Clark at 1013L, ~April. Arrived at Tan Son Nhut 1251L. I was assigned 
duties as a guard on the right side of the aircraft. The on1oad consisted of approxi­
mately 152 people In the troop compartment and approximately 140 people In the cargo 
compartment. These figures are not fl rm as I was not Involved with the on load of the 
passengers. Loose baggage was loaded on the aft ramp. A baggage loading conveyor was 
used tn the loading of bags. I was standing aft of the aircraft on guard duty as the 
onload took place. After completion of the off and onload I was the outside scanner 
or the closing of the aft cargo doors. The engineer scanner was on tnterphone but the 

cord wasn•t Jong enough to reach the bacldof the aircraft. I acted as his extension. 
We encountered no prob1- tn the closing of the doors. All four ramp to pressul"e door 
locks closed and locked as usual, the rfght side actuator extended first then the left 
side. The Inboard and outboard locks locked and I Indicated this to the scanner with 
th\Dbs up. Closing of the aft doOrs as usual, side doors then the center door. I 
remained there as guard until It engine was started. I boarded the aircraft after #4 
and 11 engines were started. I connected ray mask to a oxygen bottle just aft of the 
crew entrance door, where I used the scanner's lnterphone cord for takeoff. 

' At the time of the rapl~ decompression I was between pallet positions 1 and 2 ju$t 
under the flight deck ladder. I proceeded to ray mask where I remember stepping over 
something after donning ray mask and the fog cleared I noticed what I stepped over was 
the flight deck door and Sgt Padgett. He appeared to be hurt very badly. I used my 
mask on him until Captain Klinker and Sgt Weise arrived to help him. I then walked 
around to see if others needed help. I found that everyone seemed to be fine. I went 
as far aft as the wheel we11 area, from that distance I could see only that the 
pressure door was gone and that the Insulation panel In the cargo compartment was mostl 

A~u':"! 21169 .. uv1ous ED1T1011 •tLL u: usr:o Page l ot_ 2 _Pages 
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gone but there were some sections still hanging from the wall. 

began cleaning up disposable diapers on the forward ramp. started upstairs to get 
a bag when I met Major Wallace who told me to notify crew members only to prepare for 
a possible crash landing. After notifying crew members I again went for the bag at 
which time Sgt McAtee pulled me in a seat and said we were about to crash land. 

After. the Ja_r,idJng, _the four of U!, In the relief crew compartment exited the aircraft 
and Sgt Snedega!:_, Ma)9r Wat1ace and I went to the troop compartment where we helped 
get everyone $Ki and on the helicopters and then we boarded a helicopter and landed 
at Afr America passenger terminal. From there we were bused to the hospital in 
Saigon.-~------------------------~~~------------------~--------_,,. 

31. I further state that I have read this entire statement. Initialed all pa1es and corrections, and signed this 

.. ..:~••• ond "" i< io ~nod~• Uuo """.,~~=;.,,.·r_.:~~~~~....6::__.&~(-=S:Zi~ln"'"?'211t11111f'c:.,~&.)C.fil'L~------

(AddreH) 

(SJ 1nature) 

(AddreH) 

PREVIOUS EDITION WILL BE USED• 

22 MAS, Travis AFB CA 
(Addrea•) 

Subscribed and. sworn to before me, a person authorized 

by law to administer oaths, this 

------day of ------------ 19 __ 

California 

BERNARD A. WAXSTEIN, JR,, Colonel, USAF 
CSA Collateral Investigation Officer 

(Type N-e. Grade 6 Tl tl e o I Peraon Adaiini eterinl Oath.) 
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SWORN STATEMENT 

OF 

TSGT PETER P. DOUGHTY 

22 MILITARY AIRLIFT SQUADRON 

TRAVIS AIR FORCE BASE1 CALIFORNIA 

16 MAY 1975 



S!ATlllDT 01 WI!JllSS 

Travis Air Force Base, California 
(,.litoe) 

16 May 1975 
(Date) 

I TSgt Peter P. Doughty, 
Co10'del Bernard A. Waxsteln, Jr., -------• hereby st.ate that. 
--------------_;,..-------- bas ideutitied himself t.o • 
as CSA Col lateral lnvestigat Ion 

(Special A.r-t AFOSI, Security Police, Otlter--Specify) 
US.A.1. 

I do hereby voluntarily and ot.,. own.tree will make the following stateaezat without 
'having been subJectecl toauy coercion. UDlawtul intluence or UDlntul 1D4uoeaeut. 
I am Peter P. Doughty, TSgt, , 22 M 111 tary A Ir 1 if t Squadron, U.sAF. I 
was assigned to the 22 Military A1r11rt Squadron, Travis Air Force Base, Caltfornia 
0n 2 August 1975. l have approximately 2599 hours total flying time In the USAF and 
161 hours total flying time In the C-5 aircraft. Hy crew quallflcatlon as of 4 April 
1975 was Loadmaster and my crew position upon departure fran Saigon, Vietnam, at 
approximately 1600 hours, 4 Apr11 ,1975, was that of Loadmaster. 

We departed Clark AFB, R. P. on 4 April 1975 heading for Tan Son Nhut AB, RVN carrying 
17 each 105 howitzers and 11x' 1 amount of recol1ess rff1es. Download was uneventful and 
no problems were encountered. We then proc.~ed to upload the passengers. At the trme 
of upload at Tan Son Nhut, numerous people were tn and around the aircraft Including 

ffcers and enlisted personnel from the Vietnamese Army and Afr Force, DOD personnel 
"41..uuu~.d attendants that would be traveling wltt\, the orphans~ The primary crew members not 

i 
1 

lrectly Involved with the upload were placed at various locations to be on the lookout· 
or anything out of the ordinary. To my knowledge nothing strange was noted. We put 

apprgximatslx 1'tS small children In the troop caneartment plus an unknown amount of 
adult attendants and ;;atcal technicians. """nie remainder of the people were loaded tn 
the cargo canpartment in a typical personnel combat load configuration. Shortly after 
l:akeoff we had a rapid deeanpresslon. At the time of the rapid decompression I was in 
the aft end of the troop compartment in the galley area. I was immediately thrown to 
the floor for a second or two and then went to an oxygen mask and reported Into the 
Flight Deck. It was at this .time that I noticed SMS t Perkins on t~hle~;&IWll~~~r 
access ladder 

miss ng an most o t ramp was a so missing. We got Sgt Perkins tnto the troop 
compartment and he took over the headset duties while I went forward to.assist the 
medical Pfl!3Ple tn the aid of the passengers. I dt~ not qbserve anyone bein9 hurt at 
this time. When I reached the forward portion o1 the troop canpartment I noticed that 
everyone was starting t9 sit on the floor or In between the seats as if preparing to 
b.race for impact·. There was one chi Id of age who was in the cargo 
compartment but came upsta rs ust ore the repld dec:ompressJon to use the latrine 
who wanted to go back downstairs to his mother. I told him he could see his mother 
after we 1anded but for the time being he could stay up here. I positioned him 
slttln on the floor with his back u ain he f r l a: I pgsltlgned mx-
se n t an ed chl1d o about ears • After 
mpac an we s ng 

bl WI' flgtr•gly ynlml:Sa I t 
at the ~rward bulkh::a. I hel 

d egress the a i rp lan~e~a~n~~t ..=,.n~trl_Jj~,myu;ea~r.a.o~;.v...c;;.;..d.f..dKil.!ol~th~e11n•e~gllre111s~s"'ed~1111myllijs111e~l f 
~t111oiiloifipell\;n~the escape hatches fran the outside. The hatches were already open so we 

started to remove the pa3sengers. All of the surviving crew members and medical 

Af ... 1169 "ltlVIOUS EDITION WILL IE.USED 
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technicians helped in the egress of the surviving passengers.--~~~--~----~--------" 

31. I further state that I have read thi1 

statement, and that it is correct and true as 

WllNESSES: 

AF FORM 
OCT 70 

1170 

(Si 11nature) 

(Address) 

(Si 11nature) 

( Addreu) 

PREVIOUS EDITION WILL BE USED• 

(Address) 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, 

by law to administer oaths, this 

Jtz rL d 
' 

at 

and signed this 

a person authorized 

California 

A. WAXSTEIN, JR., Colonel, USAF 
C-5 Collateral Investigation Officer 
(Type Nllllle, Grade a Title of Peraon Ad•iniaterinll Oath.) 
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SWORN ~TATEMENT 

OF 

T~GT ALLEN R. ENGELS 

22 MILITARY AIRLIFT SQUADRON 

TRAVIS AIR FORCE BASE~ CALIFORNIA 

16 MAY 197~ 



'. 

Sf.lfllllft or WIDISS 

Travis Air Force Base, CaHfornia 
16 May<tW! 

I, TSgt Allen R. Engels ------• hereby state that 
_C...,o~l~one~l_ee~rn ..... a=rd~A ..... =---Wa...,x ..... s-:iteii5.1 .... n~,-J __ r~.~·~------4'-- baa ideuUtied himself to • 
aa CSA CoJJaterol Investigation Officer 

(Specl•I A,_t AFOSI, Security Police, Othet-·Specily) 
usu. 

I do hereby voluntarily and ot llJ' own tree will make the following stateMDt without 
havina beeA aubJeotecl to any ooeroiou, unlawtul 1D1'lueuoe or unlawful inducement. 
I am Allen R. Engels, Technical Sergeant, , 22 Military Airlift Squadron, 
Travis Air Force Base, talifornia, USAF, I was assigned to the 22 Military Airlift 
Squadron. Travis Air Force Base, ta11forn1a, on 1 March 1973. I have approximately 
2150 hours total flying time 1n ~e USAF and 641 hours total flying time in the C-5 
aircraft. My crew qualification as of 4 April 1975 was First Engineer and iqy crew 
position upon departure from Saigon, Vietnam, at approximately 1600 hours, 4 Apr11 
1975, was that of Engineer at the Panel. 

We landed at Clark AB in the afternoon of 3 April 1975, I went to the NCO Club to eat, 
then to the trailers and to bed. Approximately 7-8 hours later we were alerted. This 
was early morning of the 4th. We ate and pre-flighted Aircraft 68-218. After a 
short operations delay, we took off, arrivfng at Tan Son Nhut, where. upon we started 
the download. I did a thru-flight and made out the takeoff data. The takeoff data 
l worked up was for a TRT Rolling takeoff. Takeoff and c11mbout were nonnal until 
the rapid decompression, at which time we lost hydraulic system #2. followed by the 
fl system. With loss of hydraulic systems fl and 12. you lose all pitch trim control, 
2 of the 3 hYdraulic systems that provide power for the elevators and the rudder$, 
you also lose power for the left aileron, half the power for the right aileron, one 
flight spoiler on.each wing and one of the two systems that power the flaps and 
slats. The loss of these systems were handled in accordance with Section III of the 
1C-5A-1. "Loss of Hydraulic System No. 2 Pressure. 
PROCEDURE. 

a. Engine Driven Pumps - Depress 
b. PTU's - on 

Loss of Hydraulic System No. 1 - Quantity 
PROCEDURE 

b. PTU - off 
c. System No. ATM - off ~ 
a. Engine Driven Pumps - Depress 

· d. Systa No. 1 Hydraulic Boost Pump - off 
" Loss of Hydraulic System No. '2 - Quantity 

PROCEDURE 
a. Engine Driven Pumps - Depress 
b. PTU's - off 
c. RAT - Retract 
d. Intid Elevator Left Sys 3 Hydraulic Power Switch - Honn 
e. Inbd Elevator Left Sys 2 Hydraulic Power Switch - off . 

When completed advise pilot of the situation and items lost with the loss of each 
system." 

Shortly after the rapid decompression I had a loss of the No. 2 hydraulic system, 
! 
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pressure indicated by the two pump pressure low lights coming on. I immediately 
depressed the two pumps and turned on the 1-2 and 2-3 PTU's. I then had a loss of 
fluid quantity on the No. 2 system.indicated by a decreasing hydraulic quantity 
indicator. I then turned off the PTU's. As soon as I had the PTU's off, I lost 
hydraulic system No. 1 indicated by the pump press low lights and a decreasing fluid 
quantity indicator. I then depressed the pumps and turned off the hydraulic boost 
pump. The ATM and PTU's were already off. I notified the pilot that we had lost 
hydraulic systems No. 1 and No. 2 and that we had no pitch trim available. At this 
time the co-pilot atte111>ted to power the inboard elevators with the No. 3 hydraulic 
system, but could get no response. We turned back to land at Tan Son Nhut, were 
unable to make the field and crash landed in a marshy area. After coming to rest we 
got out and started to help the injured from the wreckage. We had evacuated all we 

, could help before we ourselves were evacuated on an Air American helicopter. We 
were then taken to the Seventh Day Adventist Hospital where we were treated 
released. We spent that night 1n Saigon and left for Clark AB the next day~~==--....,.. 

31. I further state that I have read thia entire atatenient. Initialed all pases and corrections, and signed this 

n...::::.~· ........... h ~ ..... -· ............. ~ e . l 
. ~> Allen R. Engels 

(AddreH) 

( AddreH) 

AF 0 ~~"~0 1170 PREVIOUS EDITION WILL IE USED· 

22 MAS, Travis AFB CA 94535 
(AddreH) 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, a person authorized 
by law to administer oaths, this 

16th 

California 

. ARD A, WAXSTEIN, JR., Colonel, USAF 
C-5A Collateral Inyestjgation Officer 
(Type N-•· Orede 6 Tltle of Pereon AdainlUerin' Oath.) 
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~WORN STATEMENT 

OF 

lsT LIEUTENANT REGINA c. AUNE 

lUTH AEROMEDICAL EVACUATION GROUP 

TRAVIS AIR FORCE BASE, CALIFORNIA 

5 MAY 1975 



I 
f 
t 

• I 

1 · 

ST.lftlllft 0.1 II!llSS 

Travis AFB, ~alifornia 

I MAY 1915 

~~~w.... ........ ----------· hereby st.ate t. t.. 
-..~....-'l""W'---..------- bu 1.deuUfied biaselt t.o ·u cer -s....:_Z.&.1-&.z.:m:..:i~::.=:.=-=:.;.&;::.:..;.:~;:;..;..;.,..:..;;.;::,;._ __ ~---~--_;_~---~USil. 

(Sp«:l•l A,_t Al'OSI, Security Polle•• Otl»r-· 'pftclty) . . 
l do MnbJ' YolUDtar11J' 8D4 ·ot., nil tr•• -.u .U tU following stat ... nt without 
haYUI& bf• l>J"'" to U1 aoeroie. QDl~ 1atbluoe Ol' unl&wtul 1Q4uoeunt. 
I 111 lstlt Regina c. Aune. My serf 1 nllllber ts FV. I •11 stationed with 
the 10 Aero-Mldfc:al Evacuation Group. T vts AFB. CA. t\Y home of record in the 
s-Utes 1s Ohio, Cleveland. I've been on active duty for two years d three ioonths 
and a flight nurse not quite a year. It'll be a year in JulJ. On frfda.Y morning, 
the 4th of April, we were alerted by Sgt Slledley, whose one o · our Ten Schedulers, 
*> happened to be ·out here, trying to .ark the transftfon wftn ·the eoR>inttion of 
the tti.o squadrons, 9th and 10th Aero-Medical Evacuation Group whtch we were in the 
midst of CG9fn1ng. We htd .., pmiously briefed that Saigon was kind of hott1sh 
and w didn't tf jct be goffll tn or not., and that we would al 1 probably be told 
that let be on alert •t it • Afrtwt.y, that .,rntng he alerted us at 6:15. 
and told us to report 0to tha .....,. 1a 30 taf nutes • and not to worry about bringing 
an,y clothes or anything. but bring our flight gear that we would need and that we 
.auld probably be starting f11pts · 1hto Saigon. When• got. to the squadron, fo the 
9th Group Building we wnt ·to a conference reo1t re ryh04Y was getting assabl d 
and we sigMd 1n so that they could keep track of .,_o was coa1ng tn and .no w s et-
ting there Del rytb1ng. We wren"t sure --~ re going in to pie up 1 
5a1gon, • it going to be Ellbassy people, babies• nothing was real crystal 
clear on llttat to1h9 to be dotnt. but • were going to be starting to go into 
Siatgon. We •N briefed that tbere ..uld be a crew picked to go fn on a C-5. lt 
was finally dec1dld that •re going to fly basic med crew which consists of two 
flight nurses and three med techs. ~That's the ordinary crew you'd fly on a· C-9 and 
a 141. It. was also decided that thty would be •1xed crews. both 9th and· 10th people. 
The final S!'!W ceooiitton WIS Lt Wirtz •• ""'Sgtjj=rct·Jst Mfg Ind Sgt U•dley 
S9t Ridley HI l'eltn1st ,,. thi Uth.59C111se iiirSjt r:iiirei are rn §th. Lt 
Wirtz 1s 9th and 1•• 10th, so • re • 11'1 eel ~rew. I was the sentor medical direc­
tor of the Mdfcal crtW. , We were told that 'd be taking C-130 contf ngency kits 
that the 9th Group kltfJS htre whfch 1s ad gear on the plane. We went out to the 
C-5 lftd re told the orders wre typed up and everything ready .. Everything was 
happening fut. The c-s. as far as I know, had never been used for any air evac-
1'YP8 Miuion. went out to the rup and the flight er.. was at the aircraft. The 
aircraft der, Cl.pta1n Traynor said that he had never flown an air evac mission 
wh1dl. as a C·5 pflot, he wuldn't have. Same of his crew bid though. They had been 
prtv1ous 141 crew rs and so they wre somawhat llrtlf•J'I wtth an air eva~ 1ss1on 
He just wanted to bl btttftd an wt we dtd on afr evac Missions and ltCol &aukus. 
Cf\ief Nurse of the 9th briefed hi• pretty much, herself. She briefed him on at we 
d1d, Which is Nilly that the flight crew has no responsib111ttes for taking care of 

L,e 0ft.. ttaerer~'Vfti 1Jl'J:~s ~r .~~~bi ~Rt1 !":S -,.~~rd!?~~afi ~a1er;· gJ~~Y 
the aircraft ~ftder fs in cflarge, but as faY"' as patient safety and patient problfllS 
1f we have that, then the medical c d1recto 1 to coordinate with the aircraft 
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conmander. This happens sometimes on the 141 when you have to maybe put a phone patch 
into a doctor because somebody is really sick or you have to turn around and go back. 
That happened on a 141 flight. But it's just coordinating between the medical crew 
director and the A/C, but really you each have your own responsibilities. He was 
briefed on that. He briefed us a little bit on the aircraft and he said when you·get 
on he would have his flight crew walk us around the plane:. I'd flown on a C-5 as a 
passenger one time, but I don't believe the rest of the med crew had been on a C-5. 
When we got ourselves settled on the plane, the loadmasters did give us a walkaround 
and briefed us on the emergency equipment. The flight to Saigon was uneventful. It 
was just a routine-type flight. The A/C had told us that when we land in Saigon, 
because we didn't know what we were going to be getting into or exactly what we were 
going to be picking up, he would prefer that the crew would all stay on the plane. 
He would tell us who and when he wanted anyone to get off the plane. He had talked to 
the loadmasters and told them that he wanted medical crew to stay up on the flight deck, 
so when we landed at Saigon, the loadmasters told. us just to leave all our medical gear 
in the troop compartment. They were going to pull the ladder up and we could go on 
down to the flight deck and stay up on the flight deck until we were notified of what 
we were actually going to be doing, which is what we did. We went up to the flight 
deck and stayed there talking among ourselves while Captain Traynor went in to find 
out what exactly we were going to be doing. Later, a lieutenant colonel, who I had 
not seen before and do not. know, came up to the flight deck and said we were going 
to be taking about 230 babies. He thought they were around the age of two with a fewer 
older ones like 6, 7, 8, 9 and about 40 escorts. I said to him, "Were they sick babies? 
We wanted to know the conditions of the chi 1 dren." He said, "No, they were we 11 babies • 
They weren't sick." I was told that the escorts were secretaries and people that vol­
unteered to escort these children out because they wanted to get them out of Saigon too. 
A few I believe must not have been American citizens. They spoke with British or 
Australian, New Zealand-type accents. Then I asked him about customs, carrying all 
these people on manifests, because I didn't know how on earth, you know, our manifest 

, is very different on an air evac mission and you usually know ahead of time. We have 
· ~ regular forms to fill out. I knew I couldn't do a regular manifest, as far as names of 
~all these people. He said that would all be taken care of. The customs was going to 
: be taken care of and we wouldn't have to worry about anything like that when we were 

starting to emplane the babies. Then I asked how they were going to bring these chil­
dren to the plane. Because I thought, 2 years old, they're not going to walk to the 
plane even if they are two years old, but I think many of those children were much 
younger because all the babies upstairs, most of them could not walk. They had to be 
carried. He said they had buses with the child-care workers who had been taking care 
of these babies at the orphanages, who would carry these children out to the plane. 
What we had to do, since the ladder to the upper section of the C-5 (troop compartment) 
was very steep, was line the entire stairway and just hand the babies up. We had decided 
to put the babies upstairs because we thought we could secure them best up there and 
some adults as well as half of the med crew. We had already split up the five of us. 
I was going to stay downstairs. Lt Wirtz was going to stay upstairs. Sgt Gmerek was 
going to stay upstairs and the other two med techs, Sgt Wise and Sgt Hadley would be 
downstairs. The flight crew helped us then emplaning the children on the plane. The 
flight crew and the med crew together decided how the babies and their escorts were to 
be carried in the cargo compartment. We just kind of debated the best way to do it 
amongst ourselves. The only way we could decide was to take the blankets that we had 
and put them on the floor and use cargo tie-down straps. Although we did seat some of 
the children along the side and use cargo tie-down straps around small groups to hold 
them in. There was really no other way we could have done it in the cargo compartment. 
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There were no seats. There was nothing ~o really secure them to. With this situation 
confronting us, we decided to do it the way we did because we didn't know any other 
way. It seemed to us to be the best way.to do it. We felt that putting the small 
children and babies upstairs in the seat belts, we'd be able to secure them better 
than downstairs. What we had done was take all the arm rests out of the center of 
the seats all the way down. We had all the pillows and blankets like they always put 
on a MAC flight for passenger comfort. We used those to pad the babies. We fit them 
in tightly and padded them, in. We figured that way they wouldn't be able to squirm out. 
They would be better protected that way and they would probably wiggle out of the' 
cargo tie-down straps downstairs. We still had to put a few of the babies downstairs 
because we couldn't fit them all upstafrs. We were really hoping that when,.,,we got 
there we'd be able to get everybody upstairs. We felt it would just be safer for 
everyone to be upstairs. We had too many people. We put as many up there as we could. 
We put two babies to a seat and there were no seats left for the crew or for the escorts 
or for the med crew who were up there. We had to stand. I didn't realize at first 
that we were going to stand. I thought we were going to sit in the seats and hold the 
babies and strap them in like we have mothers who want to hold the baby on a 141. 
Talking with the other flight nurses afterwards, they were saying they felt they were 
better off standing because they could watch more of the children in case any of them 
started to slip out. They were pretty active when we first got them on. They were 
crying, fussy, but as we climbed to altitude they were all falling asleep. When we 
finally had most of the babies on, I said now we can bring the adults and escorts on. 
We sent some of the escorts up with the babies that were upstairs and we kept some 
downstairs and what we did is when we sat the little ones down on the floor of the 
cargo compartment, we sat some of the escorts with them so that they could, because we 
only had the cargo tie-down straps to ~eep them down anyway. We sat them so that they 
could reach all the kids they were with so that they could hold them, Hold them down 
and watch them in case they wiggled out on takeoff. Some of the children had little 
hospital-type bracelets on. Some had their names on around their neck.· They had little 
cards on a 1 i ttle string around their neck. It just had their name. A 11 the records 

:3 are all gone because they were downstairs. We had secured the baby food and all the 
~ diapers and everything. We had put all the people downstairs in the forward part of 

the cargo compartment. The A/C had suggested that because it would be a little quieter 
there. He said we should keep them forward. It doesn't get so much vibration. It 
doesn't get so much noise in the front part of the plane. That's what we did. They 
were forward in the cargo compartment. They were not toward the rear of the plane at 
all. What we had back there was the diapers and the baby food, the babies records and 
the set of med gear they brought in on the 141. We had secured the other med gear in 
front. We took some stuff out and took some stuff upstairs and secured them behind 
the loadmaster's seat. The rest of the med gear is too heavy to carry, it's too awk- · 
ward to carry up to the troop compartment. We just took some stuff out in plastic 
bags that we thought we might need upstairs, and took that up and left some down there. 
They secured the med gear from the 141 back there with the suitcases that they put on, 
and tied everything down. After we took off, everything seemed routine. I was sitting 
along the side and Col Willis was sitting next to me. Capt Klinker~khe other nurse 
from my squadron, was sitting on the other side of me. We wePe Jw&~;there was a lady 
with a cast on, we were kind of watching her because she was apprehensive about the 
flight. She st~[~ed to get sick after we took off and I suggested to Capt Klinker that 
we had better ti 'Over and do something. So we both got up and walked over to her and 
got two of the med· techs, Sgt Paget and Sgt Wise, I think that's who it was, and got 
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her and laid her down and got some blankets and everything and propped her up. And 
I said to Capt Klinker, "I'll go up and get her some medicine,"because she was having 
pain and she was really uncomfortable and I said, "I'll go up and get her something." 
The narcotic kits were upstairs. All the medicines were ~P there. It seemed to me 
out of the corner of my eye I saw the rest of the flight crew, you know how the 
engineers and loadmasters go around and do their routine checks. It seemed to me 
that I remember- seeing them going around just doing their routine checks. No indi­
cation anything was wrong, just simply routine. The A/C had said when we started' 
out that he would be sure to have a loadmaster in the cargo compartment and upstairs 
in the troop compartment always on headset so we•d be able to conmunicate, we could 
just i11111ediately conmunicate with him so that nobody, none of the crew, would be out 
of conmunication with the other part of the crew. So that we all knew what was going 
on. I went up the stairs and I went up to the galley back there where the grating is 
on the floor. I pulled a med kit out from behind the seat and I opened it up and I 
got the medicine out and Sgt Parker was back there. He was on the headset at-the time 
I think. He leaned over and asked me if there was anything I needed. I was closing up 
the med kit and that's when we had the rapid decompression. It was just like one huge 
explosive sound. It was a typical rapid decompression. I had experienced this in 
training in flight school. In the altitude chamber they take us through a rapid 
decompression. They simulate one on a C-9 mockup that they have at flight school so 
you have like two experiences while you're in flight school. Sgt Perkins, one of the 
loadmasters was on the ladder coming up. He was really coming up right behind me prac­
tically. Of course, the ladder was ripped out from under him and he was left half hang­
ing on the troop compartment floor and half hanging out over the edge. One of the 
loadmasters was sitting right there and grabbed him and held onto him. I don't know 
how I got from where I was to where I went, but I went over to where the first row of 
seats are, so I must have gone around them. I knew we had to get oxygen. The one load­
master was putting the walk-around bottle on. The oxygen masks had all deployed. l 

. ~thought I've got to pull some of them to the loadmasters over there. The one had his 
~walkaround on and I got one to reach the one loadmaster and he managed to pull Sgt 
. · Perkins up. I put one on and I made sure the adults put one on. Nobody panicked. 

Everybody was fine, as if this happened on every flight. The b(!bi_es !'!E!Y'tL_g] 1 half 
asleep .~_n._an_<:i_ J,'m sure_ theY. got_. a l~t~le a.u~~ic, but they were very.rel_~x_e_~- atr,ay 
so ~~ _ tbe r~s t of the crew was doing w~s . taking an Q!<Jg~n_ 111c!~_k_ a_n_ci__gQJ_D-9.--~o.ns.J: e 
row ~-~h the ba~ies and giving them oxygen~_ By tha.t ~jnff!,_~~- w~re_g_q~1Lto safe !_lti­
tug~_where_ we d1dn' t nee.d oxygen_ anym~re_. O_ne l_~ad111ii~_:te.r ~~L~t.iJLQ!L tneheadset and 
he ~_id tliat:_the A/C said we were down below 10~000 feet a_11d_that_!e were Roin~ to 

.YY-.amLgo_ ba.ck to Saigon. He thought he'.d b~ aQ1~ ~o g~e~d--tK~. g~ar _®:wn. e t ought 
we'd be able to land. I remember just looking, well I had looked out-the back of the 
plane, there was just nothing there at all, except for two or three suitcases that 
managed to stay right on the edge. All the cargo tie-down straps that had been around 
them were gone, but they were just sitting there right on the edge - on this jagged 
edge of what must have been the ramp. All I could see was the water. What we did 
then, we went around and resecured all the babies. Of course, I didn't know what was 
going on downstairs. We had no way of knowing what had happened downstairs or what, 
no way of getting back down there even. But evidently some people from flight crew 
that had been on the flight deck had gone down and they said everybody was pretty calm 
down there too. We had no way of getting down to the cargo compartment since the lad­
der was blown away. In fact, I remember then we said, I don't think any of us expected 
a crash landing. I don't think we realized or the A/C maybe didn't realize yet at that 
point either, how much damage had been done to the plane. Because the loadmaster said 
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I looked over it was like to our left was what had to be the flight deck and the cock­
pit; And I just thought, "Everybody is dead. 11 I looked back and I could see the tail 
and I could see people, evidently coming out the other side of the troop compartment. 
I thought all the flight crew was dead, until all of a .sudden I saw them CJ2111ft..runnjog 
over. · Wallace was the first one I saw. He came running It looked Jjke he 
was rung1ng on a1r~ never ouc Jn e round. and I realized they seemed to be okay 
and they came running over inunediately and we just kind of made a line and started 
taking the babies out. It seemed a long time and yet it was very fast, the helicopters 
came in and must have known we were down and where we were. It was probably five min­
utes at the most before they started coming in. We were just handing the babies out 
in assembly-line fashion~ Passing them from one to another and getting them out. We 
were just grabbing them two and three at a time, as fast as we could grab them. I 
wasn't there for the whole evacuation. Because after awhile I couldn't bend over and 
l cguldn't stand up anymore becayse of 'v foot and my back. I don't remember exactly 
what I said, but I know the next thingremember is that Sgt Hadley and Maj Wallace 
were helping me get into the plane or helicopter and I remember saying, "Well, let me 
hold some of the babies." I could hold some on my lap. I did. They took me in the 
helicopter and the ambulance to the hospital on a litter, and, I remember seeing them 
just put some babies on it. So I held some of the babies on the litter with me when 
I went to the hospital. I don't think I passed out, but I don't remember what happened 
at that moment. I knew l couldn't bend over and I started to drop the babies I was 

" holding. For that minute I don't know what happened, but I know the next thing I 

~
.!1..f · remember was being put on the helicopter. I have four broken bones in m ri ht foot. 
v ~ I've got a cast on it now, and...,~ uncture woun o s Jn c is 
-~~ also covered by the cast. A Qitom ress1on rac ure o - 1n m ac . uft futs and 
\ ~ scra es and a laceration on e ow a ea r b ac and 

'-" ..._. b ue mars. m green ran ea o oe, ut really, considering all 'things, my wounds 
~ ctl..\ ~weren't really terribly serious. When we read the paper we got very discouraged because 
~ ,. :~it sounded like more than half of the people didn~t survive and I. think that it, should 

'-': be the other way around. I think we had more people upstairs than down, really. We had 
'lt• , undr d -fiv babi s u stairs. I would say there were only about 130 people 
'\ i ownsta1rs. at wou e my est1mate. Everybody has asked how the crew behaved and 

\ ; I really feel like everybody did it as if they did every day - p~obably sounds stupid 
~ ~ to say they did it as if they did every day, but nobody - even during the whole egress 

. ; 
l 

! 

from the plane, after the crash, wasn't like anybody had to take charge saying you do 
this or you do that - they kind of fell into line and just did it.-------------------
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I believe I had about 16 or 18 babies to take care of. A lot of them by this time 
were asleep, so it just was a matter of holding the bottles for those who couldn't 
hold them, making sure that everybody stayed in their seat that they didn't wiggle 
out of their seat belts and that the padding stayed in front of them. Like I said, 
we were all assigned to one area and not many of us moved from that area. Upstairs 
in the troop compartment in the aft, near the tail where the galley is, is where the 
troop ladder is located. The forward part of the troop compartlll!nt contains the 
latrines. I was in the v~r~forwacd part. I m t f rward crew member. 
r s ible for the six se ts across fr 
the atr1ne. e seats were a u so on take off the crew members were standing. 
We braced ourselves against the back of the seat and had no trouble whatsoever in 
retaining our stance because we didn't take off at that sharp of an angle apparently. 
I really can't give you any accurate account of how many American civilians were up­
stairs, but I would say maybe --- I remember five for sure. I believe it's five, at 
least four that I remember specifically. They were all females. There were no males 
that I know of. As far as I know no crew members, flight and medical, or civilians had 
seats. We had two babies in each seat and every seat was full. We took off and just 
continued with what we had been doing on the ground, trying to quiet the babies. By 
this time most of them were going to sleep because it had gotten a little cooler when 

• J.. we took off. Most of the babies were asleep and we just were holding bottles for 
..-~ those who needed bottles, holding and trying to quiet those who were really loud, and 
,,, constantly checking the seat belts to see that the kids did stay in the seats. The 

.. G, ~ next t · -· ls_h_e_qri n l.®d.__ K) ___ g_n_d__s_eejn .a 1 L thU__kO_ d n ti 1 over 
t...'¥1~~~ e inter or _Q___ 'f: _e -~1~_r~ ____ !__. --~ $0 r.e.rnem.~t'._$~etn iec_es_9f whfil; a a nt w 
lT insu a 10n ma er1a o e alrcra • ey 1 n t come o e s1 es of the ca in ut 
~ th!y were ioose,P'especui ly a p1ece over the right exit was hanging loose. It wasn't 
J• down by any means but it was hanging loose. The exit was on the right side of the 

t,P . aircraft, about in the middle of the troop compartment. As far as I can remember .all 
~ of the oxygen masks in my part of the cabin deployed, every one of them. I didn't 

look around to see what anybody else was doing. There was one. tbjs chjld js really 
fuzz in m mind. He must have been abo t 12 ars old but he wa Am · • 
e was 1n one o the atr1nes. ere was a so a 1tt e c 1 w1t races 1n t e othe_r 

t~,;' ~NI ~ ve ~em ~o •3~t ~~! 1 ~n \~·~·~~\~~!us:" 1 "=" i:~ .:,Y~11~~ fan~ for 
sciousness isn't very • jSI just grabbed the other oxygen masks and passed them 
down the row to the babies. We just took the oxygen masks and tried to pass the ones 
we had available to the babies so that each baby got a whiff. We realized that we 
couldn't be high enough that we would need oxygen for that long because we hadn't 
been flying for that long. It seemed like just a couple of minutes to me; now I'm 
sure it was longer. I can't really describe the noise I heard. I didn't hear anx 
woosh and I didn't feel any pull or anything. I just felt it get a iittle cooler and 
it was sort of a pop. It was just almost a classic textbook rapid decompression, the 
way we had learned it at flight school, which is why I think everyone reacted so well, 
because we had been through it before at flight school in a training situation. We 
kept passing the oxygen masks back and forth.to the babies and, of course, I think 
every crew member kept their own oxygen mask on because that's one thing we always 
learned. If you are no good, you can't help anyone else. I don't remember who it 
was that came back and said that we were low enough that we didn't need oxygen. All 
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the activity apparently was going on in the aft part of the troop compartment 
because I believe that's where the flight crew members worked. One of the load 
masters came up the line, briefing us, telling us what had happened. I asked him as 
he came up the line and he said the whole rear end of th~ aircraft blew out. We just 
started again restrapping babies, tightening down straps; We knew we were really in 
trouble and even though we had prepared ourselves for a crash landing by bracing 
ourselves in the seats --- I can't speak for other members of the crew --- because 

1 ' I was so busy with my row of seats and myself and the kids in the latrine. I knew 
. . we were in trouble. I knew there was a good possibility that we would probably crash 

land. We were told by the load master that we were turning around and going back to 
O '· Tan Son Nhut. For one thing I knew that we couldn't be that far out because we had 

not been going that long and the logical thing to do would be to go back to Tan Son 
Nhut. Ope of the load masters came back and got the children that were standing in 
the latrines settlea tor me. He backed one of them uh against the bUIRnead because 
we didn't know how much time we had. We didn't want im walking around in tne cabin 
o ry o ge ac is sea , w c apparently was in the aft part of the troop 

compartment. So we 't him next to the bulkhead with his back braced against the 
latrine. Th load ma ter sat in the latrine with the little cfii Id with braces on 
his le s rotectin him the best he could. I got between two rows of seats --­
oe een my wo rows of seats --- for my a ies and braced myself just as well as I 
could. Like I said, I have no idea what the other crew members were doing except 
that I do remember looking up the aisle and not seeing anyone so everyone must have 

J
~ been between the seats at this time. I felt we were really in trouble, but the flight 
.t'i crew was so optimistic and so reassuring that even though I knew, in the back of my 
~ mind that we would probably crash land, and we were all ready for it, it didn't really 

sink home until initial impact. I remember before we impacted, when the load_master 
·~ came back and said the whole rear end of the aircraft had blown out, I remember 
:/'thinking I wonder what happened to the people downstairs. There's a hole in the 

forward part o.f the troop compartment where you can see down into the cargo compartment. 
I could still see the people down there on blankets underneath the cargo tie down 
straps. They seemed very calm. I don't remember seeing any crew members working or 
anybody walking around but I do remember the people strapped in downstairs. On jnjtial 
im a I saw f ames a d felt all this hot air and cinders hit me in the face because 

as facin fo . ard nd I was t e orwar most crew mem er. 
from the ho 1 e in front of the fl i ht com artment 
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thing I remember before we came to a stoo was flames. I realized that somebod;,was 
halfway through that opening~ or gart of.the way through that opening. I reme er 
thinking if we have to use t is as an exit we have to get him out. I crawled out the 
hole and tried to pull him out of the hole. Then I realized that my collgrbo~e was 
~rokey b5cause I couldn't pull on him effectively. The 12 year American oy have 
escr be earlier was b this time standin outside. He had ap~arentiy crawled 

t rou e o e too. e crawled t rough the hole and 
e s ar e o ge rea y upse an scare an e said we're all going to die. I said, 

"No we're not. Now you have to help me get this man out of the exit because I can't 
pull on him. 11 He tried to help me but we just weren't strong enough between the two 
of us. The man was S~t Parker one of the flight crew members. After this I don't 
remember seetng the c ii3. 1 Aave no idea what happened to him. BT thjs tjwe Lf Wjrtz 
had come around the left side of the aircraft and looked to see if was hurt. looked 
to see if sfie was nurt. -y was sfi11 outside tfie aircraft. ! naagotten out through 
the front. We tried to pull Sgt Parker out but we couldn't get him out between us and 
by this time I realized that the hole was big enough that if I could get through with 
Sgt Parker in the hole, and if we needed to use it as an exit, we could. Somehow I 
got back in, I don't even remember getting back in the aircraft and Lt Wirtz went back. 
around the left side of the aircraft, because by this time we could see the flight crew 
coming across the rice paddy. Somehow I got back into the troop compartment and I 
re~m~~~-~t'~ was aJaqy 9'1 ~e floor tn,ft9'1.t. ... QL!h~ ... dqm of the latrine. ~was 
one o~the civilian women who was helping us. Sgt Doughty was standing back there kind 
of looking around just to see what we had to work with. Where to start, because I just 

~· couldn't believe that it really happened. Everybody started functioning right away. 
·~,While I was still out..~i~~ I remember seeing an airplane go over and then it seemed like 
\.: just a very few minutlf§1'1:he Air America helicopters came. I crawled back in somehow 
r'\ and started carrying babies out because I felt we just had to get the babies out first. 

I couldn't use my left arm very much at all, so I just tried to unfasten the seat belts 
as best we could. We just grabbed babies by shirts and diapers and anything just to 
get them out. ~ wereD't ~,yr~ ~hQ~ ~ nr~t 2e fir~. We ff~uld ;ee a W~ of 
wreckage burnilJS1 to the forwar ana-=e 0 usut we weren realysure w at was 
burning, whether we were even burning and we were just thinking we have to get these 
babies out as quickly as we could. The only crew members I remember inside the troop 
compartment were Sgt Perkins, seated by the left exit with his leg splinted with one 
of the children's crutches, handing babies out the exit and Sgt Doughty was handing 
babies up the aisle. I tried to give them to him and then he tried to pass them out 
the exit. I don't remember anybody else. It was just like it was tunnel vision. Get 
a baby, carry him to the exit. Go back, get another baby, carry him to the exit. They 
were babies in the forward part of the compartment. I rem_~mber turni_ng, __ over cu.~hions 
a!'d ,seats after we got all the babies off the seats an"Q lool<Jng fo'r_l5a01e.s'J.!g_c."'~iis]T 
fOIJJld one on the floor underneath one of th_e .. c~~_i_g_~~.S~!l!'.l~LM,IeeT; W~t through the 
C$._abtn. again and again and again. I _guess every crew member fina y_ .ended up goi!!a 
~h rough the cab1 n thaj ~s..evailable to see that we had_, ~v~cy~9..cf1-olif ~ The oao, es 
TC>oked to be in pretty~ftaf}l! after the impact~- -r doiPt-·rememffer See'ing any injured 
babies whatsoever until I got to the hospital and then those might have been the babies 
that came out of the bottom, I don't know. B~t I do remember that Sgt Parker al*d thj 
lady; ~twas very apparent that they were gra'v'e!.x f'l~~_ted. Sqt..£,a_rke.r __ w.as_$:iil_-· 
6reath1 n~. Thj_l~-)'l.~§ _ _grqt~~S!J~!Y~b,~nt ba~1<wards. . f~{l~--~RP.At:~.nt.Jh~1:-.~.h~L.ha.c!~ 
fro ken neck for sure and probably several broke"rf·spi na 1 ones. We got some b 1 ankets 
and covered them up. I believe it was Sgt Doughty·wncf"got' the blankets to cover up 
the two injured people up front. Sgt Doughty also helped me carry babies and we 
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carried babies and we carried babies. Sgt Perkins I remember sitting by the exit 
saying "Give me more babies, give me more babies." It was evident that Sgt Perkins 
was injured. I guess injured during the rapid decompression when he was left hanging 
on the ladder, but I don't remember any of this, but I know he was injured. He 
splinted his own leg: and sat by the exit because he cou~d function that way even 
though he also had a banged up shoulder. Those are the only crew members that I 
remember seeing after Lt Wirtz went back to the exit. After we were sure that all 
babies were out, then Sgt Doughty helped me out the exit and two of the Vietnamese 
soldiers helped me walk to the chopper. I got out ~- rjfht ex tt 9.~ou~Jl~Lf~~ do\\Tl 
through the seats. Then we took the chopper intolan Son hut. From'ian Son N~we 
went to tne Seventh Day Adventist Hospital. There was another lady, one of the civilian 
ladies, was there with us and we had two children with us. I held one of the children 
on the way to the hospital and she held another one. At tbeJF~~1~1~1=~te~er seei,pg 
tEfijen seated alol!l!h~the,h_~wma;t~~.o Tw~r~.PCls.i.~!X~1 . .Y frtiJ~Yf_~i--·-~~t~but l f~lh±t see 
an Ogd o~ anf of t e c uren. 11ey were JUSt so o seateu 11ere wa c lng every-
bo y go pas .hey weren't crawling around of anything. The lady who I described as 
being seriously injured had a daughter on the aircraft, upstairs helping us. I 
remember before we took off the lady said that her daughter was really afrajd of flying 
so I went up and talked to the daughter. The lady and the daughter were upstairs. 
The lady is the one who was by the forward latrine on the floor who was not breathing 
when I saw her. Her daughter had sandy blond hair and had a brown blouse on and was 
about 19. I do not know her name. I saw her later on at the hospital. I don't 
remember that she appeared injured. I just remember her sitting behind the admissions 
desk and I remember I looked for her because I had seen her sometime during the 
accident. I don't know when but I knew that she was oka and I knew that that was her 
mother on tH e r o compar en • e we go o e sp1 a , d 

-~·for her to try to find out what had happened to her, to see if she was hurt. I felt 
:~·pretty certain that she probably knew about her mother. I found her in one of the 
;1" rooms and just don't remember0 anything except putting my anns around her. She asked 

; 

I 
j 

me if I was all right and that's the last time I saw her. Sij; dign'f Jook injurr:i to 

~Gt··ti 1 i~~-; -~~~t1-t~t~~S-~~~j~~tV,-~,,JiJ~f"~rffii~~-k~1~ i!J~~~~ber· w~~ ~~ n~~~u~ 
in the hospital trying to find out who was okay as far as the crew members were con­
cerned. I knew something was broken but I wasn't that severely injured. I was still 
functioning, Jjk@ WX l¥at wgreg'} hurt ¥r anything. I remember, looking for the other 
crew members, seeing 1 here was any h ng I coul do to help in the emergency room. 
Then I realized that I was in the way because I kept getting bumped and then it hurt. 
F~nally, one of the doctors sat me down a~d-fsh;f m,f f~ce=2!.f because I was covered 
witJ:L..!IllL9. I guess when all the mud came ln too i lrltnerace as it came through 
~tTl'eliO'l'e. I remember one of the doctors telling one of the nurses to please wash this 
girl's face off and take her to x-ray, but everybody was so busy and they didn't come 
right away so I just got out of the way and sat down in the chair. Finally, he came 
over and washed my face off and got the mud out of my mouth. One of the nurses took _ 
me to x-ray. I be seei t Wi · from one de artment to another, 

· in ure at a 1 ~ · I remember wa 1 ng pas g re axrng 
on t e stretcher ln t e a as wa e lnto x-ray with bandages all over h1s ¥ace on 
his lacerations. f remember asking ~1m.~~~.~~.l'!a§...~C?i!1Jtan.d he said he didn't think 
very good. I sat in x-ray for a6out T~ minutes because 'ffiey were just so busy w1th 
the babies and they came first. One of the flight crew members came in to get his 
shoulder x-rayed. I don't remember who it was. Finally, they x-rayed my shoulder and 
one of the Vietnamese nurses took me back to the emergency room wh~r;e~'f;h~~ieut a figure 
of 8 bandage on it. They gave me some, I believe they gave some ~"1.)Zfr got really 
drowsey and really tired, so they put me on a bed and were going to take me to the ward 
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but they had decided not to admit me. I requested that they not admit me, because I 
didn't think I was hurt. I didn't even realize I had the lacerations or the bruises. 
I just realized that my collarbone was broken and it didn't hurt that bad. I requested 
not to be admitted. I was going to go with the flight crew and Lt Wirtz and Sgt B.out-

. well and Sgt Hadley to 1 I don't remember the name of the place we were supposed to spend 
the.night. I knew that Sgt, ~outwell.,,was al] ri~bt. _He was taking care of the rest o~ 
us in the hospital try1ng to keep us toge£fier,eep us cheered up. He was really a big 
morale booster •. L• Wir~z ~a~ )tte~K~,,g~~ltitlw'~ wie gf.tJlem ~~- e.vec ~oR yet,, 
Lt Aune was laying on t ee in the ha i with me. We asked to stay in the ha~ be-
cause it was freezing on the wards. It was really cold and we were all chilled be­
cause we were wet from top to bottom. I don't know how long we were there. Time just 
sort of flew and stood still at the same time, so I have no conception of time. I do 
not even know what time we were picked up in Saigon. We didn't stay overnight. We saw 
two of our med techs come walking in. Two of the med techs we've all been flying with 
since we got here. One of them walked up to us and said would you girls like to go 
home with us tonight. Of course, we just burst into tears and said, "absolutely" be­
cause it was so good to see them because we knew there had to be a C-9 on the ground, 
if they were there. Lt Wirtz ran and got Lt Aune who they had just.taken to surgery to 

, suture up some lacerations, so that she could go back with us. It took them a few 

I minutes to get everybody rounded up and to find out what the conditions of the other 
people were so they could report it back to Ninth Group and let the C-9 that was on 

.~ its way in to pick up the other crew members know what they were picking up. I was 
l~'" placed on a litter ·because by this time I was so groggy I could hardly stand up by my-
~") ; self and I was already getting a little stiff. We went to the C-9. I was emplaned just 

0 ~as we always emplane patients on the C-9. I didn't think my last flight I would be · 
(ft ;. ~· going as a patient. I remember being put on the C-9o It just looked like home because 
\j : '1\ I've been flying for over a yearo Whether it was in the air or on the ground, it 

; was home. It didn't scare me at all to get back on and fly. Like I said, it was 
just like flying in my own bed. I have a fractured clavicleo I had some burns on my 
ear that I apparently got when we initially impacted and I felt all the flames and -,JJ. 
cinders •. Just a couple of little burns. I have a few bruises. I have a big hemot~a 
on my leg. I have one underneath my right ann. I have some lacerations on my right 
leg and my right thigh and bruises all up and down the backs of my legs. I also had a 
really sore back. They x-rayed it and found nothing. I guess I probably just pulled 
all the muscles when I was· standing on my head after the impact. These are all just 
mi ~r tf yri~_.fonsi deri nq what we had Jt~been thro~. There was absoiutely no 
pa rl · any type, anywhere. I RriOW*t'fia 1.fri"ng the rrpi d decompression somebody in 
the bac~ of the cabin was telling the ladies what to do, exactly what to do. I 
remember explicit instructions on the oxygen masks and to pass them around to the 
babies. I do remember hearing that. I remember hearing Sgt Hadley who I think was 
our senior med tech on the C-5 crew. I didn't even know who the crew members, which 
positions they were flying, because it really didn't make any difference since we were 
in an unfamiliar aircraft in the first place. He was on the C-5 crew and I think he 
was charge tech. I remember him yelling "brace, brace. 11 But I don't remember hearing 
any screams, any panic from anybody. The child£fin were great. The did 1 b 
l~ T~&~st_~a~L~.n-~. ~~i.t~_c,t __ for ~~~-.fg~Jake™ em o~f. There we m _ . §JJJiit 
were ~~--~!lougn to re~11,y_ l<np~--~a(.~!S goin~ on.- !verybody i an outstanding job. 
Noffoay quit until everybody was out un1ess t ey;J~st c~uldn't functjgc 11ke Set ~s5s5 

~."fe¥' hj~ grgk5n rj~s •. He just couldn't, but yet ego at least two babies tote exit 
e ore some o y ma e him lay down. - · . . 
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f Lt Marcia Wirtz, , henb., a att that 
Co lniel liriiil 1. lmte.tn 

11 
C5 @'.Iafillrai In atl1a§ officer · bu t 4•ntttitd. hiuelt t.~S:. 

• {$1Hcl«I A,_t "1"»1, SfH:tfflty Police, O~ilyj 

l 4o taenby •olu\UU7 an4 ot 11J on tree -.ill Mb the t'olloif.q stat. ... nt without 
h&Yilll HeD. auJeat.ed to _, offl"010A, alawtul 1At1UDG• or w:alntul 1D4uoeant.. 

I am Lt ~ia Wirtz and I .. a•ai:gned ta the 9th AeroDldiea.l Evacuation 
Gtoup at Clark. I have been fly:Ll\9 for four m>nths and I was on the 
CJ that crubed on· .t April. · here is March 1976 and my home a4ck••• ia . , Indiana 46410. My social 
aecurity n is -- • 

I was alerted about • . o'clock in the 110rnin9 and went into the 
aquadron and I wu told when I waa alerted that I .WOUl.d be going to 
sai.gon an.cl when t walked il'lto the aquadron several other ..,hers of 
the 9th Group were tbere, quite a few. 1fe were told. we would be going 
on the C5 to Sai90n, apparently ~to bring back orpbana. We got on th 
flight crew baa and -.nt out to the tli9bt line and out to ~ CS 
where ,,. ,,.re Mt. by captain Traynor, th• airo:r:aft commander, who briefe 
ua concerning the C5 an4 told u when we boarded saaaeone would further 
brief ua, aince we, were unfaat1iar with t.be cs. After we boarded. we 
took all of our medical npplie•, and equipmnt and seeux-.d them down­
atair• 1n t.be aft •ection of tha cargo area. then we went upstairs and 
the t.wo loadJla.atera or· crew mesnber• that were on the original cs crew 
made ua feel vuy much at bcme in the troop ccmpaitment. They expl.ained 
to ua about. the 9alley Hction and briefed u.. on emergency proceduzes 
and general inforation conc•~g the aircraft. We also talked about 
res>vift9 the ara r••t.• of the ... ta so that we could get as many babies 
u poaaibl• J.tlto tlI4 ~ ccmpartment and the beat ••Y seemed to be' 
t.o .r:emove the ......-.im •eoure t.be children in the aeeta with paddinq:. 
so we dec::ic!M after we depaned Clark u were airborne would do 
that which we did lata: on then. 

The takeoff fr<* Clark ,,.. eaay. I ·bad never been on a cargo plane of 
that type befor• and it just •-d very routine.. After w were air­
borne for a abort time, Colonel Willia came UP. to ee ua in the t:roop 
comi>artaent and be ••t down with lat Aune and myself as 11 as with th 
three •dical attenctaDta that were on -board with us, and brie:fed us as 
t.o what we ai9ht ne-4 to know abould we J:Un into any problems on t,be 
~uncl wbile at SaigonJ an.cl b told WI that aa oon aa we had landed 
we are to came up to the f li9ht deok and atay there 11 of tbe time 
we were on th• qroun4 until the orphah• an4 who.wer el•• we re takinq 
ba.ck 1'1th u to Clark urived.------------------

AF. ... 11•9 fJHVtOUf fil!flOll Wll.L al UH ·O 
Ju# u V' Pap l ot-LPaa• 
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After we landed at Saigon< we went downstairs and walked through 
the cargo section and up into the flight deck and we received a 
briefing from either a Major or Lt Colonel, from the Saigon area 
who told us when we first came up to the flight deck that we 
probably would be receiving in the neighborhood of 120, I believe 
he said, something like that, infants, probably under the ~ge of 
three. He said that we might also be receiving some families of 
Americans there and secretaries who would be leaving Saigon. We 
were concerned whether we would be getting any children that were 
ill and that would require any type of medical help. He told us 
that they would all be healthy chrldren at this time, but that 
maybe later the planes that came in would be taking out the sicker 
children, but that we would be getting· the healthy orphans. While. 
we were there and I think we were probably on the ground about an 
hour and one half or two hours, we prepared the cargo section to 
receive the people who would be seated there. What we did-was to 
lay down double blankets on the floor, approximately half way back 
from below the flight deck. As far as I know we were given no 
direction as to how to prepar~ thi C.el;go section for passengers and 
orphans. Lt Aune and myself aa"iiS y ~ Aune, because she was the 
Senior Medical Director decided how to do it. We decided we would 
just go half way back on both sides of the cargo section because 
it was probably noisier in the back end so we decided we would 
keep most of the people up toward the front. 

As I remember, I believe Lt Aune had carried some passengers in the 
~ Cl41, which was similar in the cargo section, in this way before 
~ and so she said, we'll put down some blankets on the floor and use· 
~ the cargo straps to secure the pe.ople that are down there. When 

we went downstairs we received the word that we were getting the 
orphans, but they were still unloading some of the machinery from 
the cargo section. We stood near the cargo door and watched them 
take off equipment and the buses pulled up with the children and 
the children stood outside. It was kind of busy out there, people 
all around, watching, and observing us, Vietnamese and American. 
Most of these were Vietnamese soldiers that were unloading this · 
machinery from the plane. When the children were allowed to come 
on board, I took one or two children up the ladder with me and 
stayed upstairs from that point on and positioned babies in seats 
in the troop compartment with the help 6f the loadmasters and the 
medical crew. We just put them in the seats and secured them in 
with the seat belts. As soon as we got all of them on board, even 
maybe before that, we started passing out juice and water and baby 
bottles and .f.Sarted to given them fluids before we took off from 
.the airp .. 
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We placed the children generally two to a seat and there was a 
pillow usually in front of them or at least something that padded 
them. Before we took off I made a check on every one of those 
children to make sure 'tfiat ""1:1ley"'were' secure:--"'.........,.'"'"" __ ...,, • ., .. ·-

' :11'Mll•'IF!JIC'll!l!tli.~-·1¥"'""!1'-'~{.,...~~ .. -,.,_ ..... -.. ~ .. ·~-,. "--#~ .. - -4·--~ ...... --- ,.._,.,._....., ...... ,__,,, • 

Upstairs with me in the troop compartment, Lt Goffinet who I 
briefly saw and I asked, "How did you get here," and she said, 
"I was on the 141 -that came over and since we didn't have any 
babies we decided to come over and help you with all of the infants," 
and I said, "Fine, because ~t looks like we can really use you. 9 

We had over a hundred babies I was sure of there at that time. ' 
Also, Sgt Hadley-and Sgt Boutwell whom I don't remember seeing 
until after the crash, was upstairs with me because he had come 
over with the 141 crew. Sgt Hadley was assigned with the original 
CS crew so he was up there. Sgt Gmerek was upstairs also working 
with us in getting the babies up there. The children I was 
respon~i.b_le -~=- ~e;~_ il.1 .. t!Q.•.;9V (l~Ol.1._1=. ~our__c:>;". ~J~~ __ rows in front 
o'f the latrine, toward tlle-WW section of the cabin. I looked , 
after about two rows.,gl cliilaren ",· a"'l:)out 24 kiCis. Actually, since 
Lt Aune was the Mak>and she had gone downstairs to work in the 
cabin, I took it upon myself to actually become the Medical Crew 
Director (MCD) for the upstairs section and after surveying the 
situation with all of the babies I decided that it would probably 
be best that the American women escort and the medical crew 
members each take maybe one or two rows of children and confine 
ourselves to them in passing the juice and water and giving them 
something to drink1 so after we took off I passed this back to the 

...l. ladies and said, "Why don't we do it this way, you ~tay right here 
~ with these children and give:. them juice and water. Takeoff was 
~ uneventful. None of the adults had seats. The female civilians, 

the medical people, and the crew members were not seated. As I 
was loading babies on, I wanted to put two children in a certain 
seat and I believe it was a medical technician came up behind me 
and said, "We are not putting any babies in that seat because that 
ia going to be where the loadmaster sits, and then later on as we 
were still taking more babies up someone else had filled the seat, 
and I said "That seat if filled, Where are you going to sit?" And 
they said, "Oh, the adults are going to stand." I really did not give 
that much thought from that point on because of the nature of the 
mission since apparently we were taking all of the babies that we 
could get and so I said OK. I believe he said something like, "The 
pilot said this is OK," but like I say because of the type of mission 
that we were flying it_j~l~~like the logical thing to take all 
of the babies that we ._and so we did. We must have been airborne l 
I about 20 minutes I would say and I had gone from my seat, my section 

of babies right there, toward the galley section to get some juice J 
or water for the babies and I was just about at the troop compartment r 

t ladder where the grate is there, right to the left of the grate 
facing the galley when we had the rapid decompression.~---------------
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I heard what sounded to me like the sound of the rapid decompression 
that I had heard at flight school. It was just a loud boom and since 
I was facing toward the galley section, I really was not looking 
in the cabin area. What I saw right th.ere in that inunediate area 
was the fogging, some very loose and light things just flying 
around, nothing that would injure you, just some debris-like flying, 
some loose little papers flying. Looking out into the cargo compart­
ment through the grating and through the ladder section right there 
I saw sky, and what looked like sea way below. I could see this 
huge hole and I cannot remember seeing where the airplane started 
or ended. All I remember is seeing that hole, maybe that is pecause 
that was where my attention was focused but I couldn't tell you how 
much of that plane was there or not because all I remember seeing 

i~~g;h~~ ih~~f~~e~9ie~~~~!ri:i~~ ~~~e;Ci~~!:'~~:~~~**a~~I~= ~~ · j~~r 
dear life at the top of the ladder. In my mind I was really frightened 
and I was putting on my oxygen mask thinking we are going to die 
now because this is bad news, and so I breathed some oxygen a 
little bit and I tried to give it to four children that were sitting 
in the two crew members seats that were facing the flight deck from 
the back of the airplane. Of course these were tiny babies and 
they kept pushing them away. But they did not appear to pass out, 

~they just sat there and looked at me, and:just pushed the mask away 
~•and I kept breathing the oxygen a little.bit. I remember seeing 

.i,\ Lt Aune standing in the first two rows of the middle section of the 
,.- troop compartment and I remember mouthing to her, "I am really 

. scared." And of course I am sure it was written on my face, but I 
remember seeing her standing there and that is what I said to her. 

~ Then I looked down and saw Sgt Perkins hanging on the ladder and two 
-~ other flight crew members who were there were trying to hold on to 
~ him and help him up into the troop compartment and trying to give 

him some oxygen too. After about a minute, I believe, of standing 
there, one of the loadmasters and flight crew members, whoever he was, 
was there. He picked up his head set and got in touch with the pilot 
and he said to me, "It's alright, Lt, the pilot says that he can 
land i't and we are going back to Saigon and he can put the gear down 
by hand, we can land it, so you can take your oxygen off now, 
because you don't ne.ed it. " This sounded good to me at the time, 
although I was still very frightened and, gradually, after he said 
that, I was totally convinced in my mind that we really could not 
land safely that we really were goi~g to crash and probably all of 
us would die. I was really convinced of that in my mind, but I 
decided, OK, I will go back toward the section of babies where I 
was before and try and talk with the ladies and see that everybody 

~ facing forward and on the noor "s"'at with one of the . escorts and she 

[ 

remains calm as can be. So at first I slid in between two seats 

~ t:ook my· n·rur:~-·we~--i:·a'Ixe'Cr~i Tit£1eoll--;-ana!asked-her" :i'.£ *fier husband 
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fii~~~~~~~g~O~~!Q~ii;Jliji~cii ...was a.r: ir · belie from me or very c ose ere an ooked~ ,,.,..) 
because it looked so big and overpowering and I thought,_ "You' 11 
never get that open" and I stood there a second and I turned around 
te go to another exit or look for another outlet and then I must have 
turned ba.ck and somebody had already opened it. And so then I got 
out of the exit and, as I remember, I .was the first one out, although 
there were also two escorts. .The exit wguld be in the middle gf the 
troo com artment on h left-hand sid the aircraft when ou 
~ir-.-.iiillilif.il~d.-~.._~~~.._~,eck. So got out and looked aroun outsi e 

a second and looked at the troop compartment from the outside 
and saw in front of us the other section burnin and f i red " 
our section isn't oi t 
the rest is." I could see that our section had just separated 
itself from the rest; it was an entity in itself right there. In 

, 

my mind I thought the cargo section was under us ~nd that that in 
front of us was the flight deck burning because it had been in front 
of us, being the logical thing. 

exit and I you start handing 

y 
the babies now, I am sure somebody will come. in after us now,. 

let's get them out here." Then they started handing out babies and 
I went around to the front of the troop compartment and saw the 
one loadmaster who was bleeding from his head and looked like he 
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was very_severely injured, and I saw the lady who I had sat with and 
whose hand I had held. She looked like she was dead. Then I saw 
Lt Goffinet and I believe she said something to me like, "What are 
we going to dd> with these people?" I said, "They are very seriously 
hurl: now or dead. Let' s get the babies out. " I had either already 
told the first helicopter that came in or·I said I will tell the 
first helicopter that comes in to bring a litter on their next trip 
or to send two litters for these people to get them out right away 
and so I said, "Let's get the babies out." Then I went back to that 
exit that I had come out and S Pe kins was one of the crewmembers 
on the inside who was sitting by the exit who just kept han ing babies 
out to me until we had them all out. He was injured, had splinted 
his leg with a crutch..L_pne of the children's crutches, at)d he also 
looRe'a like hiEJ __ ~l~9.1Jl.ci~~-.w~~~]:iyii,t,ng_J.J.im, b.ut. he still kept tryi pg 
to hand out b~bi~and children. The helicopters came in within 
three -to five minutes after we were on the ground and the South 
Vietnamese and Air America started taking out the survivors. ·During 
this time I was standing by the exit receiving babies from the-exit 
there and passing them along to other crew members and adults who 
were in the marshy land. .!h~F~"-~~"'~ ~~~.F!! ... ;:..L j:£~!'.~ J!~.~~~a~.~l? ... of. the 
p~~-J.n the water. So it was kind of treacherous to just get the 
babies out of the plane and up on to some level ground where the 
helicopter could land and get the babies out. I~I,!!.~St have tak~ 

~hehfrl;>~~i:f~a~1~te ~~fte~~t!6 :io~l~-~~- -~!~~!ef~~~!;nr~j~r:dd were 
going to be moved, I went b~ ;i~.t;.,:qj!_troo,a cgmE,!:r;,tment ;.nd made a 
check to mak~.!~f.e ~!l the cij~~dren were out. I also went up to the 
galley section, where my purse had been, and there was hardly anyone 
left in the plane and I thought, "If it is lying out there I am going 

~ to get it and Lt Aune's." It was in the debris there and so I 
picked both of our purses up and took them and went back out of the 

~ troop compartment to the helicopters and the one helicopter was 
coming in to get the lady who I believed was dead, and I got on the 
helicopter and went with her and we went back to Tan Son Nhut. When 
we got on the ground there I was .. s;tlilt. }r,;.a . .1;;,iSI.btep.ed toal?$ in Saigon 
+tse1;. I was reall~ afrai~f anx__}ci,n!f_ .. of_ EfObleDl§ lie coyJ,d haye 
in .§sigon, JiiiE ]:ZiiiC: Eliife· I anaas soon as I got off the helicopter, 
I saw the navigator. I went up to him and I said, "Please don't 
go anywhere without me because I'm scared to death to be here in 
Saigon," and he said, "Oh, we won't go anywhere without you, just 
come on," and he took care of me from then on. It was Capt Langford. 

The woman whose hand I leld during descent had a daughter on the 
aircraft, and the daughter was one of the people that came out of 
the exit right after me and she said, ~·I think my mother was hurt 
in there. When you go in, see if she was alright." But that girl 
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meandered off into the rice paddy. I saw her and another one of 
her friends, I guess, just Wdlking back toward the tail when we 
started taking out the passengers. I don't know if she became 
frightened or shocked or what, but she just kind of walked away. 
She was picked up later by the helicopter,. but she was frightened 
and afraid for her mother. When the~lane"hit~r mother was 

!~?J!~itr~~~~l!r~;:~!~ri;~:s· 
of tne troop compartment-oecause in 'Elia'E side of tFie airplane the 
seats extended farther forward toward the flight deck because 
the latrines were on the right side. I don't know if she was 
braced or not because my head was do~~n'a'l~fj-.,.P.eay.,3J!d~ was 
braced and I didn't look up. The friena w waikea a"1ay with may 
have been anqther American escort who looked to be about 21 or 22 
and seemed to know about the orphans in that she said to me when 
we came on, "Please don't give them any milk, because they · 
are not used to milk, the younger children are not used to milk 
under a year or so and they will really get diarrhea so don't 
give them any milk." I remember her - she was slender and had 
a rather pointed nose and tall. Kind of a model-like 'figure if I ~. 
remember right. I know she survived and she was an American, z .de~c7V'E. 

She seemed to know about the babies and she did survive, in fact, ~ 
~.Jl~.; __ i!.1;""'~!i-~.,~~~L~911-. ~~~--~~·--~~7. ___ se,y~nth J:?.ay Aqy~2~ /~Gt-~ 
l_is>"21~l;l-~~.l,~j,ng .. ~r9Ytll~~ {,"not ap_p~.a...;"'.Hli ,.,~,9::-::~.~Y~, _,_e~X~,.~~-J~gant l! 
inJuries. 

When we got to the Seventh Day Adventist Hospital in Saigon, I 
stayed in one of the emergency rooms, or examining rooms with most 
of the flight crew who were right there and we just waited while 
they were bringing survivors in. Then I saw my friend, Lt Aune, 
and I helped clean her up_, clean out her wounds, and I then went 
in and saw Lt Goffinet in the X-Ray Dept for a minute; and I just 
kind of made the rounds for a little bit, seeing where the people 
were and how they were doing. 

I feel like the entire medical and flight crew reacted in a totally 
professional manner from the rapid decompression on, and that our 
training really paid off. Once we got on the ground, somehow the 
pieces just started coming together, you know, you have got to 
try to get people out of the exits and the helicopters you know 
are going to come in. The aircraft commander especially sticks in 
my mind as just being outstanding in that he just really had it 
together and he checked everybody and came around to the hospital 
in Saigon and asked us how we were, and just reminded us not to give 
out any information that might be detrimental to making an accurate 
investigation of the crash. A/o7;J'!ucf- ~1_s, 
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31. I, further 1tate tluit I hti•e read thi1 entire 1tat ... nt. Initialed all paces and correction•. and sianed this 

atat ... nt. and that it i• correct and true.as written. 
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(AddtHa) 

(Addnu) 

,.IVIOUS EDITION WILL II USED• 
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Clark Air Base 
Bl.P@ic of the Philippines 
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18 April 1975 
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• 1"t~eby state \bat 
---- .ms 1denUt1.d. himself to • 

. ; (Sp4ci•I A,_t AFOSI. S~rity ~olJc{t, OU..1•·"·S-lfy) 
USD. 

J do beHW YOlwlt.v1lY anli Ot Ill 01rD tre• fill .U• the tollo•UJa Statement without 
mv~na 1-• aubJ•1'14 io ~ ooeroion, u.nlUtul int~• or ~awtul induceaent. 

My name. is 01J;i Henry Boutwell, MSgt, •· I am with the 
9th Aeromedic:al Evacuation Gr0\1P1 ClaJ:k Air Base, Republic of the 
~hilippines. My local addre•• .is 394 37~ .fJ.ace, Clark Q.. My 
stateside address ia ~- as, • 

At approximately 0630 hom:s on the lllOminq of 4 ,April 1.975 I :received 
a phone <:all from '!Sgt Smith, our scheduleC:, notifying 'hte of a possibl 
misJSion, the lenqth of time, and place was un'.Jmown. I reported to 
the aq~dron at approximately 0715 })ours .and worked in the office 
until twas notified that %:would be going out on the second mission, 
a 141 to Saiqon. At app.roxlUtely 1030 the crew bus took us to the 
€1-4-1 wh.,re we wait.ad for 30 or 40 ainutes, . Uybe even lonqer for the 
icx-ew -to arri'i'e. We .left, departe4· Cl.ark Air Base at approximately 
1150 for Saigon ·arriving there approxillately 1500 hours local time. 
Alter arrivinq there we were informed by the pilot that the 141 missio 

, bad chanqed, that they were not 'bringing the orphans back. Someone 
in our qroup,. either the pilots or the nurses, called in to Clal;k 
imd qot permission for ua to· transfer over to the C5 ., . It was a medica 
orew of five., three Aeranedic~l. Evacuation Technicicians and two 
flight nuraea. The fliqht nurses were captain Mary Kl:tnker, and Lt 
larriet Goffinett; Capt ltlitkerwas f~ the- 10th at Travis, Lt ISfl 
poffinett was with tne 9th • . The medical. technicians were TSgt· A c. 
Johmion with the 9th,. SSqt Padqett with th 10th and myself ~ 

We grabbed our pers.onal and fliqht qear and the edical equipment, too 
it to the CS, put the eqd.pment on . ., the conveyer belt and· secured it 
to the cargo o~artment. of the C5 ... There were .Jlumerous people 
standinq around. Most o~ the children at. the time that I arrived· 
theH had boucled. 'l'herj! were people. brinting up baqgage to be put 

. on the cs, and a lot. of people llin9linq arcn,md • . Some people insi&ted 
~ puttln. q the baj9~9f 21J..;..iS' &flf1..9ff#tr .Mlt, w.~ich I believe wer 
V1etnames~.. . Th8l" a'fted for Ai'irRanc:MJ in bri.n9in9 the baqqa.qe 
!Jboat'd,. so I :volunteered rq effort~, and by uing a sort. of an 
aatsembly.line, we got. the be.qgage al.>Qud as qu.ickly as possible, 
secured the baggage, then when this wa.s done I went into the cargo· 
compartment securing tlle tie down straps ~ the f1oors of th.e air­
a:aft and putting them acroas the children. · 
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There were people lined up on both sides of the cargo compartment 
and we had put blankets down (the blankets had already been put 
down before I arrived there) and children were laying on the 
blankets in row~. We used the cargo tie-down straps to secure 
the children and the adult attendants for safety, or hold on. 
When this was completed, TSgt D. C. Jonson· asked me if I would 
like to work upstairs inthe troop compartment with the other 
children and I said, "Yes." He took me upstairs as I had never 
been on a CS befcre and introduced me to Sgt Padgett, of the medical 
crew that had come out of Clark on the C-S. 

It is quite difficult to give an estimate of how many children 
and adults were downstairs. I would say there was much more than 
100 children and maybe 2S or 30 adults, other than the crew. The 
adults were women in civilian clothes, pant suits. Sgt Padgett 
was the medical specialist aboarathe CS. He had worked the 141 
before and he assigned me a row of seats just aft of the wing, 
at the emergency exit all of the way across. They had placed 
two children to each seat, and he asked me to take care of these 
children. So I checked to make sure that they were secured by 
using the seat belts and the pillows and keeping the little tots 
from falling out. Some of them were maybe three or four years old. 
The seating conditions were crowded, there were two children per 
seat, there were no seats left for the adults. There were 
approximately lS to 20 adults. I believe there were medical 
crew members up there at that time, Lt Goffinett from the 9th, 
Lt Wirtz from the 9th, Sgt Hadley, Reservist from the 10th, myself 
and Sgt Gmerek. There were at least S or 6 civilian escorts up 
there, civilian women. After making sure that the children were 
secure, I tried to give them milk or a bottle of juice. I would 
say there was close to lSO Vietnamese children in the troop com­
partment. There were no seats for adult personnel that I know of, 
I believe, they were all used for children. I believe there were 
7S seats and tr.ere were 2 children per seat. I was working with 
the children when the aircraft took off and it seemed like we 
had been gone for about 20 minutes when I heard this loud noise. 
It was the same thing that I have experienced going through the 
altitude chamber. I looked up and I saw the compartment with the 
oxygen masks door come open and oxygen masks come down. It 
wasn't really a loud noise, it was just a sudden boom, for lack 
of a better word. It was similar to the noise that I have heard 
in the altitude chamber when I have been exposed to a rapid de­
compression. The door opened and the oxygen masks came down, 
dropped down a short distance, then I remember one woman said, 
"My God, what do we do now," and I said, "grab hold of the oxygen 
masks and bring them down and get them as close to the children 
as you can," because we only had three oxygen masks, "and bring 
them down and get them as close to the children as you can," and 
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because we only have three oxygen masks per each row of seats and 
there were six kids. You could tell the difference in the atmos­
pheric conditions, you could smell the difference; I really didn't 
smell any smoke or anything, just the air smelled different at this 
time. I remember seeing the paneling fromthe exit doors close 
to where I was. I remember seeing it had come loose from the 
structure of the plane. It seemed that just a short time later 
one of the crew members, whose name I did not know, came up and 
said we had desc.anded to 10,000 feet and we didn't have to worry 
about the oxygen any longer and that we were turning around and 
trying to go back to Tan Son Nhut and land. During the rapid 
decompression I put a mask on, and then with both of my hands, 
gave one of the children some oxygen for a few seconds and then 
another one oxygen fora.few seconds, then repeated it. I was 
supposed to take care of 12 children but I was only taking care 
of six at that time. When we got down to 1~000 feet it did not 
look like any of the children had hypoxia. r~ went over to the 
other side, someone had taken the oxygen~wn and let it dangle 
near the children's face on the other side, too. I went over to 
the other side and were checking those children out to make sure 
that they were secure in the plane in case anything else would 
happen and I remembered thinking for some reason, I was afraid 
that exit door might blow, I don't know what good it would be 
for me to sit down because if it blew it would blow inward. 
It didn't come to that this was i case but I 

oor and then 
ar life and he and 

ook what seemed like a long time to open up that emergency 
exit, presumably because it was warped and also possibly because 
of the structures thqt had come loose from the top. I felt twp 
impacts. ,..AfteFw .:t:J;~ s:ecg,n9. j.pt.QqQ,!-~rytJ:;l!Jls_, stopped. I do not 
rememBer i! tlie I'ignts went out. ~ .. ~J;:~m~.ml2.~.~t that time 
smelling some smoke, after the second impact, I remember smelling 
a little smoke, I don't remember where it came from. Sgt Hadley, 
after we opened the emergency exit, left the aircraft and I had 
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started unfastenin~ the children's seat belts and started passing 
the children out to him. Recognizing that the latrines are to 
the front of the troop compartment and the galley and the troop 
ladder is to the aft of the compartment I belieye that I wa5 
_prett~ close to midway, ~ust aft of the ~inss. I was looking 
af a 1rkup"'h't"tne" sMats Iller. f didn• see the wings, the 
wings were gone when we jumped out, but I believe I was just aft • 
of the wings. At the time of the im act I w s 
sea ts at the exi -· - · .tng,_r 

e an opene e escape 
the escape hatch. I did not feel injured 

or hurtat this time. He jumped out and I started loosening babies 
and passing the children out to him. 

I really didn't notice what anyone else was doing at this time, 
my interests were getting the children out as fast as I could and 
I remember Sgt Hadley asked me if anyone else was alive that 
could pass out t~e children. I don't know who it was, but 
somebody came to our assistance and passed the children out to us. 
I believe it was a female but I really don't know. I know we removed 
Sgt Gmerek from th~ plane; he was walking, he had a lot of blood 
on him and his chest was hurting, but he was wanting to work and 
we put him out in the rice paddy and gave him the job of trying·1 
to keep the childrenfrom falling through the water. While we were 
working, I stayed with the children after they were passed out, 
I guess you would call it that, they were evacuated from my 
immediate area. Sgt Hadley climbed back aboard and started giving 
other people assistance. What he did and where I do not know 
because I did not see him any more until we arrived in Saigon. 
W'th re ar the hildren i · 

did n t look urt at all. T 
· T e seat belts had held 

~~~~~~~~iijiiii~~~~~~a~n~e~t~s~i'n~f·ront of them. The seat belts 
be unin' red. From my exit, I evacuated 

~~~-...i..-~--.~~c'"9!-!1""""•r~e~n-.----~w~a-s~1~n~s~1~e part of the time passing 

4 

out, and then I moved outside. Someone else started passing 
them out and I moved outside to give Sgt Hadley a hand in receiving 
the children. Af-t.erwards, Sgt Hadley went back inside the plane 
and I stayed down with the children. At that time I was putting 
a few bandages on Sgt Gmerek. I ~ 1.did not see what anybody else was 
doing. I remember a Captain who was aboard the plane, gave us a 
hand and in fact he was helping take them to the helicopter; but 
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S!A1'1111ft or WIDISS 

Travis Air Force Base, California 
(Plaoe) 

•aa ms 

I, Staff Sgeant James Alvia Hadley, Jr. • hereby state that 
Colonel Bernard A. Waxstein, Jr., w------- has identified himself to me 
as C-SA Collateral Inve§tigating Officer USA.1. 

(Spt.cial Alent AFOSI, Security Police, Other-·Specily) 

I do hereby voluntarily &.ld ot my own tree will make the following stateaent without 
having been subjected to any coercion. unlawful im'luence or unlawful inclucement. 

I am Staff Sergeant James Alvin Hadley, Jr., of the 65th Air Evacuation 
SquadI'On, USAF, which is a reserve unit assigned to-Travis Air Force Base. I began 
my 14-day tour of active duty on 30 or 31 March. I left Travis and deadheaded into 
Clark, arriving there on 1 April. I had made no trips out of Clark since my arrival. 
I was assigned to the C-5 going to Saigon to pick up some babies and possibly some 
civilian attendants on 4 April. Our flight to Saigon or Tan Son Nhut was uneventful. 
The offload was completed without incident. I walked a.round the aircraft while the 
offloading_ was going on. I did not see anyone near it except for two load:ma.sters and 
some Vietnamese who were directly at the end of the tail where they were offloading 
the pallets. There were also alot of Vietnamese directly behind the airplane just 
'watching the offloading. I was outside of the plane when the buses pulled up to the 
rear door. They had two civilians there to organize how they were to onl.oad the 
babies. When th~tarted to bringing.the babies aboard, I went upstairs to the troop 
compartment and tielped with the onloading of the babies by getting them strapped down. 

e padded them in the seats with pillows and blcinlcets. We filled every seat available 
including two loadmaster 3eats. There were no seats left for any of the adults. 
There were approximately 70 adults in niy section of the aircraft who did not have 
seats. Since there -were no seats we instructed all the people around us how to sit 
down and brace yoursel.f and hang onto the nearest support during the takeoff. There 
ere several civiJ.ians who refused to follow our instructions. This was the first 

time I had ever flown in an aircraft where there wasn't any place for the crew to be 
strapped in• But with the situation as it was, we needed the space for tile babies, I 
felt sitting on the floor was the next best thing. 

I went downstairs one time to take two bags of pillows and saw how they were sitting 
in the cargo compartment - I pull.ed out some litter straps to help faste~9tf.u 
them more se~~..I~ The people were sitting on blankets with their head ir't:'heir 
feet to the lilitZ"f' The takeoff was uneventful. The noise from the engines caused the 
babies to cry alat so we were busy during the climbout giving them bottles and taking 
the J.arger ones to the bathroom, etc. The rapid decompression occurred during this 
time. 'It was a typical. altitude ch~er rapid decompression. The pl.ane filJ.ed with 
fog. The warning horns blew but I didn't notice the lights brighten perceptibly like 
they do during a simulated ~apid decompression. The oxygen masks dropped down - I 
grabbed one and started checking to be sure the attendants were O.K. Then we started 
trying to fit them to tne babies but the strength of the plastic hose kept pulling the 
masks away from their far.~s - you actually had to hold it on. I had at least 12 
babies that I was taking care of. I kept thinking and telling everyone to brace 
because the plane would go into dive but the pilot did it so smooth you weren't aware 
of it. There was no panic - everyone was really calm. After we got off the oxygen, 
the loadmaster and medical people gat together and he gave specific instructions about 
what he wanted me to do after we landed. Once we got that cleared and all. the babies 
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looked good 
the chairs. 
land at the 
When we hit 
Travis when 
were just taxiing 
as I ot it com le e un one 

was rown onto t e seat in ron 0 me. e on o. e ies an e sea . 
we sto;;ed~ I immediate! ot u and inrew the hatch out and ulled Boutwell (another 
ih@t! rn--J Tu. off the flooI'_and told him to start anding me b ies. stood on the 
hatch to stay out of the water and we got all the babies out. Lt Aune, a flight nurse 
was standing next to me helping pass the babies to the helicopter when I noticed she 
didn't look too good. I suggested that she sit down and she replied she couldn't 
because she thought her legs were broken. Major Wallace and I helped to get her to 
the helicopter:- We boarded a helicopter when we were sure no one was left in our 
portion of the aircraft and went back to Tan Son Nhut. I did go to the Seventh Day 
Adventist Hospital and help with anything I could. When there seemed to be nothing 
else I could do - I went to the Gray House with the Flight Crew. We le~ the next 
day for Clark on a c-n1. 

31. I further state that I have read this 

statement, and that it is correct and 

WI'JNESSES; 

PREVIOUS EOITION WILL BE USED· 

Initialed all pages 

( Addre .. ) 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, a person authorized 

by law to administer oaths, this 

Jt:.:.--__....-i jjnature o I Peraon Admini at erinll Oath.) 

RNARD A. WAXSTEIN, JR., Colonel, USAF 
CSA Collateral Investigating Officer 
(Type N-•· Grade 6 Tltle of Peraon Adinlnlaterinll Oath.) 
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sunun o:r WI1'llSI 
Clark Aii:- Base 
Republic of the Phi lippi ne 

(Pao.) 
l'.7 April 1975 

..J?.!~l!Jlln:!W!llWll:CUl.-,MllU:All~---------• her•bl' st.ate that 
~=::.a:.:-....==a1-. .... ._.....__..._.__ ___ ..__ ________ :bu ic1•utitie4 hiaselt t.o 

• 
(SJ>Kl•I Ai-t Al"Oll. S4teurlty Polle:-. Otb!/lt-•Sf*:llY) 

1 do hereby Yolunt.arll~ end ot ., owo tree will mat. the followioa atat~ without 
havina bffD aubJ eot. to Ul1' ooeroioo_, unlawful illtlueuce or Ulllawtul induoeaent.. 

My name is Gregory B .. Gmarek, Sergeant, , USAF, 9th Air 
Bvac. , Clark AB, iep~lic ot the Philippines. My DBROS is 2 Dec r 
1975 and my present mailing addreaa ia ---~ ' 
Miebj,q.an, 48015. I was alerted at six o'clock on the mornin9 of 
4 April 1975 and was told that I wa• to be a member of a medical 
evacuation team flying · a c-5 :to Saigon to pick up Vietnameae orphans. 

-
After we departed Clark AB for Saigon met on the c-s to decid 
who was going to be on top in the troop compartment and who was 9oi9 
to be on the bottcm in the cargo C0111()artment We finally decided to 
see what happened when we got t.llere. 1fe were told theze would be 
about tw hours ground time in Saigon so they could load and unload. 
After we arrived at Saigon and as they wei'$ wtloading, we started 
putting down blanket• for the people that were going to be on the , 
bottom in the cargo oompar~t. We did not have mattres es so e put 
two blankets down. We figured it wo\lld be oold down ther and they 
could wrap up in one, and we were goin9 to t them down with tie 
down straps, the same type of straps they use for cargo; at least I 
assumed they were the same. We didn't put blankets down on th entire 
cargo deem,. just Qp·:· ·to a certain window. Thi was because from there 
on to the aft of the aircr&ft, where the big doors re, the flight 
crew said that ther would be too much noise and it would be better 
for the Jc.ids to be up in front of the certain window. After this I 
went upataira to the t.roop compartment and started taking blanket 
and pillows of£ all the seats ao I could make them ready for the 
orphans. 'lhe next time I tw:nttd around the orphans were getting on 
the aircraft. We didn•t know bow many would be getting on. Also, 
p tor to this, ~e flight mechanic told me to leave a seat for myself 
and Lieutenant Wirtz, a flight nurse, and I made sure that e had a 
seat. But once we stJJ.rted getting the kids, at first I was just 
puttinq one to a seat, but then en I ·aaw how many were g tting I 
started putting a big kid with a little id in each at, and trapping 
the in with the seat belt. 

Later I was told that we ere going to tand up for take off and land­
inq so we placed orphans in the seats that I had ecured for Lt Wirtz 
and mys~lf. Also at this time I re lized that th civilian wo n 
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were going with UR also, and that they wouldn't have seats either. 
Anyway, we got them all in and each of us took two rows of ... children 
both sides, and we braced, or at least I did, for take off. Each of 
us had about twenty-four kids to take care of. Lieutenant Goffinett 
was up in the troop compartment with us along with Lieutenant Wirtz. I 
believe Sergeant Hadley also came up th~re.;. Also, there were at 
least five or seven civilians, I don't know how many for sure. 
Lieutenant Goffinet~ had the first four rows of kids in the forward 
section of the troop compartment and I had the next two rows. 

Some time after take off, I don't know how long it was, but the 
next thing I heard, was what I thought was a shot. It sounded like 
it was on the wing, it sounded like a rifle shot. And then a rapid 
decompression. And then the noise, the rapid decompression noise. 
It was just like it was in flight school. The oxygen masks dropped 
and I went and got one and got it on myself first and I didn't feel 
like it was workinq right away. I did not feel any hypoxia. I 
placed the oxygen masks on the children in one rowa I then went to 
the next row and started putting the masks on the children in that 
row. About five minutes later I looked around and people were taking 
the masks off and t.hey said it was all over. I knew that we were 
losing altitude dur~ng the rapid decompression, but after that it 
seeme~as if we were flying level flight and I didn't worry about 
it. I had no real idea what had happened, but I remember that a 
member of the f li~ht crew told us that we were going back to Saigon 
and said that something was wrong with the plane, and we would 
have it repaired. Generally ( things .. ~i1!9-.2:t~~-l}_t __ :fl.Ying tb+-9J,~g_h the 
air and I remember bouncing in seats, fallin over ettin wed ed 
in ugg g ~ ge ~~eiW~llliipi~~~.-...._~~llfillll~~~~~ 
front of the troo com artment t e atrin~. I rea y t 
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os consciousness a toget er, but not for very long. I turned 
around and saw Lieutenant Goffinett. I remember she was all full 

i•) of mud. And that all I co"uld think about was getting the orphans 
I~ out, so I just started grabbing children. I was grabbing babies and 

6 J.. handing them to Master Sergeant Boutwell and Sergeant Hadley, I 
;~ ~"believe one was outside and one was inside. I think I might have 

:J !1 ~ handed out seven kids, maybe two or three arm loads. Sergeant 
I ~ {\; Bq\ltwell looked at me and said I was bleeding from my £9;-~:t:iead..t 

l.~ J> ~ although I didn!t think I was bleeding but I couldn't breathe very 
1' ~.~ well, and I wasn't moving very fast. I was very slow, either he or 

~
•~ ;y Sergeant Ha. dl. ey, or both o.f them, asked if I was hurt and I said, 
Y_l "Ye.§..L-~---~~.n.~t breathe"and they said to get out. I got out of the IT plane'and Sergeant Boutwell told me to keep an eye on the kids and he 

; and se7geant H~dley were getting them out and placing them next to 
i me. Like I said, I couldn't hardly breathe. 
' 

The kids, were all j ''1St sitting there and Sergeant Boutwell came to 
me and put a bandage around my forehead and chin and it didn't seem 
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like very long that I was sitting out there and the helicopters started 
coming. Two Americans came from one of the helicopters and one came 
over to me and-asked, "What's the matter?" I said that my ribs were 
broken and he said, "Okay, we'll be back and get you." I just had to 
keep1!my eyes, closed because of the pain, and then eventually they came 
over and got me, placed me in the helicopter, and brought me back to 
~aiqon.------------------------------~--------------------------------~~ 

31. I further state that I have read this entire stat-.ent. Initialed all paaes and corrections, and sianed this 
siatement, and that it is correct and true as written, 

~7 /lt/f..ff!!.d., 
I """ A 

(SJ 1natura) I *CP 
(Addreu) 

Subscribed and tworn to before me, a person authorised 

(Addra .. ) 

/td. 
' 

(S,1nature) at 

(Addru•) 
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