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P R 0 C E E D I N G S 

2:35 p.m. 

v.-nereupon, 

HARRIETT (GOFFii'iET) NEAL 

was called for examination by Counsel for the Plaintiff, and 

having been first duly sworn, was examined: and testified as 

follows: 

DIRECT EXAHINA'l'ION 

By Mr. Lewis: 

Q. What is your nan!e, p lea:;c? 

A. Harriett Heal. 

Q. And, what is your ho:r.:e address? 

A. 3191 Lakin Park Court, F~irfax, Virginia. 

Q. And, where are :zou em;_:iloycd.? 

A. Dr. Julius Fogel's office, 2201 "L" Street, N. ~.:;. 

Q. In Washington, D.C.? 

A. In Washington, D.C., yes. 

Q. ~vhen the C-SA crash occurred, what was your name? 

A. Harriett Goffinet, Lieutenant. 

Q. lm<l, were you serving with the Air Force at that time· 

A. Yes, I was. 

Q. Follmling the cr.:ls~1, ',·;ere you given an opportunity to 
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what happened and give anybody an interview? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you make any statements for anybody? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you rernew1Jer who? 

A. It was a Statement of Collateral and an Accident 

Investisation Board. 

Q. Did anyone promise you that your statement was going 

to be secretive or otherwise kept confidential? 

A. I don't rerner.~er. 

Q. You don't recall anybody telling you that? 

A. I don't remember whether they did or not. 

Q. All right. When did you first learn that you were 

I 

1 going to accompany the C-5A on the so-called baby lift operatic 

A. The day of the baby lift operation. 

Q. Do you remember when that was? 

A. April 4, 1975. 

Q. And, \·1here \·:ere you stationed at that time? 

A. Clark Air Base. 

Q. What briefing, if any, was given you prior to leavin~ 

for Vietnam? 

A. We were given a crew briefing, a medical crew Lrief-
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ing, such as we normally received before we left. ~;e were told 

that we were picking up the orphans in Saigon, and that is just 

about it, that I remember. 

Q. All right. Who was in charge of the medical detach-

ment on this aircraft? 

A. Captain Hary Klinker. 

Q. And, was she a nurse? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did she survive the crash? 

A. No, she did not. 

Q. Did she brief you? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Can you tell us what she told you about -- you know, 

the significant parts of the trip to say it did involve childr8 

and special instructions involving the orphans? 

A. I sure can't. I am sorry; I just don't rereember. 

Q. That is all right. 

A. I just don't reraember. 

Q. Did you take any special equipment, supplies? 

A. We took the medical su~plies, a drug kit that the 141 

nurses normally carried on their air vac ffiissions. As far as 

the other equipment, I'm not sure what was there. I c.ii<ln't 
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Q. Were there any cribs or bas~inettes for infants? 

A. Not that I know of. 

Q. Infant blankets and things of that nature? 

A. Not that I know of. I don't remember. 

Q. How long did the trip take through Saigon? 

A. I believe it is about three hours. 

Q. Did anything happen of note that you can recall on -

that trip? 

'll •• 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

hour. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

No. 

And, you arrived at the airport in Saigon? 

Tan Son Nhut, yes~ 

' 
Were the children ready for your departure? 

No. 

iiow long did you wait there? 

It was longer than 15 minutes, but it was not an 

Other than that, I can't tell you. 

Eow did they arrive? 

The children did not arrive at the 141. 

You were on the 141? 

I was on the 141 going over. 

And, you were to come i.Jad: on the C-SA? 
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A. I was .to come Lack on the 141. 

i 
Q. Well, you did start back on the C-5A? 

I A. Yes. 
I 
i 
I Q. Because there was a change in plans? 

A. Yes. I 
I 
I I Q. 

I children? 

All right. At what point did you first see the 

I A. When I boarded the C-SA. 
I 
; 

Q. And, were they already --00 board at that time? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And, what ·was their general condition at that time? 

A. They were very warm. It was hot in Vietnam. They 

were crying. A lot of them were scared. 

Q. Did they look healthy? 

A. Yes, they did. 

Q. Aside from being uncomfortable, they were in reason-

ably decent shape from your observation? 

A. To the best of my knowledge, yes. 

Q. All right. Eow long were you on the ground in the 

C-SA? I mean, you, personally, before the airplane took off. 

Do you remember? 

A. I can't tell you. I just don't know. 
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Q. Uhat can you tell us about was there any briefing 
:! 

'given to the children in Vietnam? 

i A. I have no idea. If there was, it was before I got on. 

Q. Right. You didn't hear any? 

A. I didn't hear any, no. 

Q. All right. Was there any new Lriefing of the medical 

A. Yes. 

Q. All right. Who gave trrat? 

A. One of the flight crew mernLers and I don't know his 

name. 

Q. £,11 right. A man? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was he a nedical person? 

A. No. He was a flight crew nember. 

Q. What did he say? 

A. I just can't really tell you. He familiarized us 

with the inside of the C-SA troop conpartment because I, at 

least, had never been inside. Basically, it was a familiari-

zation. 

Q. lie didn't go in to w~:a t to do in case of an explosive 

decoffipression or anything like that? 
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A. No, there was no need for him to. 

Q. No, but he 

A. Not that I can remember, no. 

I Q. Okay. Was there any 
I 

briefing of the personnel other 
I 
I 

:I than the medical people? I am speaking of the civilians on 

' 

the airplane by the military? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. Did anybody brief you on the oxygen supply for the 

ichildren? 
,.._, 

I 
I 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

No. 

Where were the children located. on the airplane? 

The children in the seats upstairs in the troop 

!compartment. 
I 

I Q. \·iere there any children on tl1e lower deck? 

A. I don't know because I was never on the lower deck 

;other than to walk right through and go upstairs. 
I 

Q. Did you see any when you went Ly? 

A. No. 

Q. \Vas it empty? 

A. No, it wasn't empty. I heard things, but I can't 

tell you that I sa\·1 anything J.Jecause I wasn't faniliar with 

the inside. 
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Q. It was open, the open cavernous area, wasn't it? 

A. Right. 

Q. And, you knm-; there were people there? 

A. I knew there ·were people there. 

Q. All right. And, you don't know whether there were 

children or not? 

A. I sure don't. I am sorry. 

Q. You don't need to apologize; just do the best you car 

Do you speak Vietn~~ese? 

_, 
A. No. 

Q. And, you can't recall any instruction that was given 

the children about tlle oxygen or anything li~~e that prior to 

leaving? 

Q. Hm; many children \·iere there in a seat? 

A. There i:.·:ere two per seat; two infants per seat. 

Q. Now, in the compartment that you \·;ere in, was it a 

large compartment? 

A. It was pretty large. I don't know how many people 

it held. 

Q. Could you give rne a rough idea of how many seats you 

think it i,..:ould hold? 
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A. No, I can't. 

Q. Was it more than 10? 

A. Yes. 

Q. ~:ould there have be.en more than 50? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. All right. What area of the compartment were you -

in? 

A. I was in the forward part of the troop compartment. 

Q. And, that ·was near the'"'"iatrine? 

A. Yes. near the forward latrine. 

Q. The forward latrine. Now, what is forward of your 

! area going tm;ard the front of the airplane'? Do you remember? 

I 
1 Was there anything between you and the flight deck -- the place 

1! that the pilots steered the airplane? 
11 

A. Not in the troop compartment as far as I can recall. 

Q. Was there anything past the com.f?artment that you y;ere 

in? That is what I am trying to find out. 

A. I don't know. 

Q. Do you know whether there were any children forward 

of the area that you were in? 

A. 't~o. 

Q. Do you know whether there we:re any seats fon'lard of 
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the area that you were i.::1? 

A. Nor I don't believe. 

Q. You don't believe there were any seats forward of you 

A. ~~o. 

Q. All right. Was the takeoff uneventful? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Were you seated any place? 

A. No, I was not seated? 

Q. You were standing? ........ ' 

A. Yes. 

Q. What other adults were in the compartment that you 

:were in at the time the airplane took off? 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

A. There ~-.;ere medical crew rneIT'bers, flight crew members, 

and some civilian -- American civilian wor,1en. Other than that, 

I don't know of anyone. 

Q. All right. Uho in the way of medical crew rr.erabers? 

A. Okay, there ~-;as Lt. \"lirtz, Sgt. Hadley, Sgt. Boutwell 

Sgt. Gmerek. 

Q. Thes~ are all medical crew? 

A. Yes. Lt. Regina Aune. I believe she was -- maybe 

she was a Captain. 

Q. Captain or Lieutenant. 
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A. Yes. 

Q. How do you spell her name? 

A. A-u-n-e. 

Q. And, that is pronounced Aune? 

A. Aune, yes. 

Q. Anybody else that you can recall? 

A. I can't think of anyone else. 

Q. All right. Did anyone say to you up to this point 

there was inadequate oxygen"tor all of the passengers in 

compartment? 

A. No. 

Q. Now, the children that were located that you could 

see, were they basically little bitty ones? 

A. Yes. 

Q. 'What approximate age would you say? 

A. Less than a year. 

Q. Less than a year, and weighing about how much would 

you say? 

A. I have no idea. I wouldn't guess. 

Q. But, typical year or less infants? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Were they generally of Vietnamese extraction? 
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A. As much as I can recall, yes. 

Q. Sor.:e of ther.i. were part Vietna.i-:1.ese and part 11...merican 

J because they \·1ere the children of American service men, were 

I 

!they not? 

j A. I don't know. 

Q. You don't know? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. All right. now were they located in the seats? 

A. They were strappeG. in ~tJ.1 pillows in front of them, 

itwo infants per seat, padded !Jetween the infant and the seat 
i 
! 

! belt, and H1ey ·were strappec!. in. 

Q. Okay. Let me see if I can understand it. A child 

' [less than a year old isn't very erect in its posture, is it? 
I 
! A. That is right. 

Q. So, were they sort of lying back against the seat 

:back? 
I 

In other words, was it more or less of a sitting up 

I I position 

A. 

or were they lying prone on the seat? 

No, it was a sitting up position. 

Q. A sitting up position? 

A. Yes. 

Q. All right. Eow were they padded? 

A. They were pa~dec!. with small airline pillows, and the~ 
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! ...,:ere padded with t:ie pillows horizontal over their tu.·nmies, 

and then the seat belt was around the~, but there was a pad 

between them and the seat belt at all areas that I remember. 

Q. Okay. In your group? 

A. In my group, yes. 

Q. Did you have plenty of pillows for the job? 

A. Yes. 

Q. /l..nd, how many of these little tykes did you have 

under your supervision? 

A. About 18. 

Q. Okay. 

A. 18 to 20. 

Q. All right. So that would be -- if we say 18, that 

would be nine or ten seats full? 

A. Right. 

Q. now many rows would that have been going across the 

body of the airplane? 

A. One row across the body an<l two half rows across 

from the latrine, as v1ell as I can remember. Those were the 

ones that I was responsible for. 

Q. So, you had -- was there an aisle down the middle? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. And, you had both sides of the aisle up that one row? 

A. Yes. 

Q. All right. Then, two half rows that were not comj?let 

because of the location of the latrine? 

A. Yes. 

Q. However, many seats that was, that was your juris-

diction? 

A. Yes. 

Q. """' ' And, was that in the extreme forward end of the 

compartment? 

A. Yes, it was. 

Q. All right. And, the seats faced with the rear of t:ie 

seat in the direction of travel of the airplane or was it the 

other way? 

A. Yes, we ·were traveling backwards. The rear. of the 

seat was towards the front of the aircraft. 

Q. The takeoff you say was without incident? 

A. As far as I can recall. 

Q. As far as you can recall. I am not suggesting there 

\·1as. I am just asking. Okay. About how long had you Leen 

flying when the explosive decompression occurretl? 

A. I can't estimate. I 0.on't know. 
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Q. So, you wouldn't want to say in minutes? 

A. No. 

Q. You wouldn't want to make any estimate? 

A. No. 

Q. All right. What happened when the sudden decompress-

ion occurred? 

A. There was a pop and all the oxygen masks deployed. 

Q. The air seemed to swish out of there? 

A. No. No, it didn't. It did' not. I just rememLer 

the pop. I reme~~er the oxygen masks falling. 

Q. What kind of noise was it? -A. It was a pop. 

Q. It wasn't loud? 

A. It was loud, but it wasn't overly loud. It is hard 

to recall. 

Q. I understand and I am just asking you to do your 

best. When you say pop, if one opens a soft drink that gives 

a popping noise. I gather it was much louder than that, or 

..... ? was i 1... 

A. Yes. Yes. 

Q. i\"as it that kinC. of a noise? 

A. As far as I can ren.er..ber, that is a pretty good 
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I 
description. 

I 
j Q. All right. Could you see any small objects flying 

around little pieces of insulation or anything like that 

flying arow1C. the outside of the airplane? 

A. I saw small pieces of insulation and people's hair 

but that was it. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

. ? press ion. 

A. 

And, was there a wind? 

Not that I recall. 

Did anyone explain to you wl~t had happened? 

I heard the words "rapid decompression". 

From somebody, but you don't know who? 

I 0.on ' t knm·1 who, no. 

Had you had flight training? 

Yes. 

You had experienced this before? 

Yes. 

I gather this was your first actual explosive decom-

Is that correct? 

We had a rapid decorn?ression in flight school, tut 

t~is was the first one on duty. 

Q. That is what I neant. You had one in training, but 

this was the first one in actuality, other than training, a 
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jsimulated situation. 

A. Yes. 

Q. All right. And, what did you do then when you heard 

this loud noise of a popping nature? Does that describe it? 

i 

I 
I 
ling 
\ 

A. Yes. 

Q. All right. 

A. I put on my oxygen ma::;k and immediately started pass-

the oxygen masks to the inf~nts. Of course, they were too 

:small to use them themselves. 

ii 

I 
I 

Q. They couldn't hold them? 

A. No. 

-
Q. All right. And, you had 20 or so? 

A. 18 to 20. 

Q. 18 to 20 kids? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So, you couldn't give any one child -- I mean you 

!; attended them one at a time. 

A. Yes. 

Q. And, you didn't have .:my help? 

A. No. 

Q. So, they got only the oxygen that was in whatever 

that ,..,·as in the air, plus what you could supplement? 
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A. Yes. 

Q. Did you have an oxygen that you could carry around 

with you? 

A. No, I did not. 

Q. Did you take the mask off? 

A. Not that I recall. 

Q. So you stayed with the r.1ask on. That is what you 

were instructed to do in school, wasn't it? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Until somebody told you to take it off? 

A. Yes. -
Q. And, that was a cr.ew r..ember? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How long was the tube on your mask? 

A. I can't really tell you how ~ong. 

Q. Could you reach all of the children? 

A. Hith my arm and with the tuLe on my mask, yes, except 

for the back row and I took an oxygen mask from the back row. 

I switched and walked back. 

Q. All right. So, did you divide the oxygen more or 

less equally among the children? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. Each of the children, if there were 20 and I appreci-

I 

)ate that there is some uncertainty as to how many there were, 

but using that for easier mathematics, if there were 20 child-

ren, then each of the children got approximately 1/20 of the 

By Hr. Lewis: 

Q. Or was available to the~? 

A. Yes. 

MR. DUBUC: Object to the form of the question. 

By !Ir. Lewis: -
Q. All right. Did the masl:;:s have head.Lands? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did they look like one that one sees in a co:mmercial 

i aircraft -- the yellow commercial mask? 'Nould you describe it 

perhaps I should say. 

A. It was like that. I can't remer.;ber whetl1er the cup 

was yellow or white or what color it was, but it was the same. 

Q. The color isn't important, obviouply, as the shape 

of it. It was about the same size? 

A. Yes, as far as I can remernLer. 

Q. Designed to cover the mouth and nose? 
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A. Yes. 

Q. And, there was a plastic ti+be of some variety? 

A. Yes. 

Q. All right. Were the babies all fastened in at this 

·point,were they still tied in? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Nobody had loosened them up from the takeoff. Is 

that correct? 

I 
A. No. 

Q. So, they were all still sitting in a more or less 
i 
I 

I • 
/upright position with seat belt across them? 

I -
A. As far as I can remer..ber, yes. 

; 

j Q. 
I 

Could you reach all the children without unfastening 

J! them? 

A. No. 

Q. You had to unfasten them? 

A. I unfastened the ones next to the window -- the one 
I 
I 

' next to the window and then put them back into the seat and 

then fastened them. 

Q. \·lha t were they doing at this point? In other .,,-ords, 

can you describe their activity? 

A. The babies? 
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.MR. DUBUC: Object. \·Jhat point are we talking about? 

MR. LEWIS: I am speaking qf after the sudden decom-

pression or rapid decompression. 

MR. PIPLR: Are you talking about the children? 

MR. LE~US: Yes. The little babies. 

\'lITNESS: Some were awake and some were asleep. 

By Hr. Lewis: 

Q. All right. Some were asleep or were quiet? 

A. They were asleep. 

Q. Did any one of them were they crying at this point'. 

A. None of mine. -
, Q. None of yours were crying. All right. Die! you have 

!!any trouble with putting oxygen masks over their faces. Did 
'I 
ll they fight you in anyway? 

/ A. No. 

Q. Were they pale? 

A. No. I didn't notice it. 

Q. You dicin 't notice. Can you describe their behavior an~' 

other ·way? Is there anything else that you 1noticed about 

their behavior until the oxygen masks were taken off? 

A. Ho. 

Q. They were essentially quiet or asleep in your group? 
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A. Yes. 

Q. Did your grou? continue to' stay quiet until the 

crash? 

A. As well_as I can recall, yes. 

Q. Now, describe what happened in the crash. Where were 

you located physically? 

A. I was still in the forward most part of the troop 

,compartment. 

Q. Did anyone tell you tha~ the· airplane was going to 

crash land? 

A. Not in so nany words, no. --
Q. Was there any announcenent over the -- is there a 

public address system on the air?lane? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. Do you remerrber anything that was said over if 

there ·was one? 

A. I don't remember hearing anything. 

Q. There wasn't any announceraent that you can recall 

telling you to do any particular thing? f 

.Tl... No. 

Q. Prepare for a crash landing or anything like that? 

l'-.. One of the medical cre\v r::embers just yelled for every 
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body to brace and that was all. 

Q. Did you? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How were you able to do this? 

A. Kneeling on the floor bet'l.·1een the seats and bracing 

mys~lf across the seats. 

Q. When you say bet'l.·:een the seats, are you speaking of 

the aisle or between two rows? 

A. Between t'l.JO rows. 

Q. So, you were between a seat back and a couple of 

!Vietnamese babies? .._ 

A. Yes. 

Q. And, you braced your back against I guess the leading 

edge of the front of the seat? Is that what you did? \·Jhich 

way were you turned? 

A. 

Q. 

the seat? 

!> •• 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

I was facing toward the front of the aircraft. 

Were you facing the back of a seat or the front of 

I was facing the front of the seaF. 

So you would be facing the children, then? 

Yes. 

And, you \\"ere seated on the floor? 
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A. I think I was kneeling on the floor. 

Q. Okay. Kneeling on the floDr. 

A. Yes. 

Q. And, you had your arms outstretched? 

A. No, they weren't stiff. I was sort of hugging the 

seat in front of me. 

Q. 1'.11 right. Can you tell us how long it was from 

the sudden decompression until the first impact? 

A. I sure can't. ~10. 

Q. I gather you don't know then the period of time 

between the time you put your mask on and the time you took it 
'-· 

off? 

A. No. 

Q. All right. Did you have any time to observe anybody 

else during that time that you were tryi::-ig to give oxygen to 

the children? 

A. I dic1."1't pay any attention. I didn't have time. 

Q. I am sure you were quite busy. 

A. Yes. 

' 
Q. Describe the ir.:pact, if you will? 

A. I remerr~er a real hard bump, and I re~er~er somethin~ 

hot coming throug~ the grate that was in the very forward most 
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part of the troop corr.partr..ent. .And, then I just remember being 

thro'N!l around against the wall. 

Q. Were you thrown against the children? 

A. Not that I renernber. 

Q. You might have been, but you don't remember? 

A. I don't remember. 

Q. Okay. When you say you were thrown against the wall, 

you were then moved out of your position in between the seats. 

Is that correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. By the course of the --
.... 

A. Yes. 

Q. I mean you didn't get up and move. You were thrown 

out. 

A. Not that I remember. 

Q. What wall did you hit? 

A. I hit the forward, I guess, bulkhead, of the troop 

compartment. 

Q. And, to do that you had to go over 
I 

of you to the bulkhead. Is that correct? 

A. Not necessarily. I could have been 

and then gone down the aisle. 
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1-
Q. All right. Okay. 

I 

A. But I don't know. 

Q. You would have either gone around or over the top. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Because there was a seat between you and that bulk-

head. 

A. Yes. 
I 

I 
Q. Okay. Were you stunned when you hit the bulkhead? 

I 
A. I didn't pass out as far as I can recall. I was 

\shaken up, but I didn't 
I 

pass out. 
I 

I 
Q. Do p~ople that pass out always know that? 

MR. DUBUC: I object to the forn of the question. 

i I How does she know when somebody passes out, and how does --

1
!1 MR. LEWIS: I am just trying to --

11 

WITNESS: I've never passed out. I don't really 

I know. 

i By Hr. Lewis: 

Q. liave you seen people in your job as a nurse who have 

been unconscious and not necessarily have kpown that? 

A. Maybe not known that they were unconscious; they 

knew so:r..ething lrnc.l ha~12encC.. 

Q. But in any event, you say you were stunned in some 
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way or stopped? 

MR. PIPER: She did not sai that. 

WITNESS: I wasn't stunned; I was shaken up just be-

cause of .what had gone on, but I was not stunned. 

By Mr. Lewis: 

Q. All right. You had -- ultimately it turned out that 

you had a broken bone. Is that correct? 

I A. Yes. 

I 

Q. You aidn't feel pain from ..... 
l. .... at that time, did you? 

A. I don't remember that I did. 

I 
Q. At ·sorae later point, the fr~cture was quite painful 

•wasn't it? 
I 
i 

11 
Ii 
'\ 
' 

A. Yes. 

Q. So, you were nurr.b at least to that extent, weren't 

you? 

A. I don't remember feeling the pain. 

Q. All right. When was t~e first tirae that you felt 

the pain? 

A. Nhen I got out the front -- the hole' in the front of 

the troop cor:ipartrr.ent and tried to pull the crew merrber out 

that was blocking the exit. 

Q. Now, just Lefore the in~act, what was it like on the 
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!airplane? Was it quiet? 
i 

I A. As far as I can remerr~er~ it was very quiet. 

Q. Everybody was quiet, waiting for whatever was going 

to happe~? 

A. As much as I can remenilier, yes. 

Q. All right. 

A. It is not very clear any longer. 

Q. I understand. ~he adults and the chilciren were all 

quiet and then'the impact? 

A. Yes. 

Q. That is the best to your recollection? 

A. That is the best~ 

Q. (Jaw, the hole that you described was, I gather, not 

designed DY the air2lane. In other words, it was caused Ly 

the crash. Is that right? 

A. The hole that was ultimately tl1ere was not part of 

the desisrn. 

Q. So, it was part of the collision -- result of the 

collision. lil-10 was in tl1e hole? 

A. Sgt. Parker, I believe. 

Q. Do you k.nO'.·; heh· he? got there? 

A. ~o, I don'}· 
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Q. Do you know where he was prior to impact? 

A. Be was somewhere rear of my 9osition, Lut I don't 

know where. 

Q. Did you see him forward at any time? 
I 

I 
A. No. 

I Q. Has he making any noise or calling for help? 

I A. No. 

I 
I Q. And, then tried to pull him out of the hole? 

11 
you 

!i 
A. Yes. 

, 
1: 
! 

Q. And, then you noticed for the first time that you hac 

; 
:an injury of some kina? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did somebody come to :1elp you? 

A. There was a young boy outside the aircraft at t~is 

· point. Iie had er au led through the sa:me hole and he tried to 

help me. 

Q. Was he a passenger on thG airplane? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And, were you both successful? 

;.. . ~~o, we were not. 

Q. Iiow 11;as he finally extracted fror., the hole? 

A. I don't know. 
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Q. You weren't aDle to do it? 

A. No. 

Q. That was the first thing that you did after the plane 

car.:.e to ~est, that was to help Sgt. Parker? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What did you do after that, after you found that you 

couldn't help Sgt. Parker? 

A. When I found that I could not -- my goal was to 

clear the hole•so we could use it·as arr exit to get the 

children out. I crawled back through the hole and realized 

that if we had to use it, we could. It was big enough. ~e 

could get around him, and ~e started carrying babies out. 

Q. Nhat was Sgt. Parker's condition at this time? 

HR. DUBUC: I ·want to note ray objection. Sgt. Park2r 

case has been discontinued -- on the relevancy of that. 

i\'IT1~ESS: Should I ans~;er the question? 

MR. LENIS: Yes. 

WITNESS: Would you repeat it, please? 

By Mr. Lewis: 

Q. I am not asking you for a complete diagnosis, but I 

a.':'! just asking you \·:l1at \:as Sgt. Parker's condition from your 

olJservation? 
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A. Okay. He was lying on the s-round. I!c didn't respond 

1that I did or saia. 

I Q. He appeared to be fair and clean. 

A. . Yes. 

Q. Now, the children that you were able to get out at 

fi~st, were they your charges -- the ones from the front of 

the compartrr.ent? 

A. Yes, I handed them toward the back of the corr~artment 

where the exits are -- the real exits --- to one of the flight 

!crew members. He just handed ther.t up tlle aisle, one at a time. 
I 

I 
I 

I 

I 
!1 
11 

ii 
11 
11 II 
I 

Q. And, were they quiet during this period? 

A. They were crying. 

Q. And, they were all taken out o:: tbe airplane? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you see them after that? 

A. I sa•.<l some of them in the Seventh Day Adventist 

Hospital in Saigon. 

Q. Do you know \;hi ch ones? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you knm-1 how many? 

A. l'lo. 

Q. What were they actually physically doing in the 

NEAL R. GROSS 
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 

261-4445 



36 

hospital 1·1hen you saw them? 

A. I remember seeing some of them sitting on the floor 

in the hall up against the 'i.lall. That part of it is very, 

very f uxzy. 

Q. They weren't crawling around; they were just sitting 

there? 

A. I don't remerr:ber any of them crawling around.. 

Q. They were just sitting there watching peo?le go by. 

A. Yes ... 

Q. How young were these children? 

A. These are the infants I am talking about. 

Q. So, we are talking about children less than a year 

ior around a year old? 

11 

Ii A. Yes. 

Q. Could you give us any idea of how r.iany you saw there? 

A. i1o, I can't. 

Q. 1·~ as it 3 0 or 4 0 ? 

A. I don't know. I just don't know. 

Q. Did you ever see them after that? 

A. No. 

Q. Prior to the flight these children •,.;ere scared, I 

gather. 
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A. Yes. 

Q. 'ilere t."'iey frightened after: the accident? 

A. 'l'hey were crying. They were crying. 

Q .. Did they appear frightened to you? 

A. Not the babies. 

Q. That what I mean. 

A. Not the babies. 

Q. How \·1ere they behaving? 

A. They were just crying, for whatever reason babies 

!cry -- uncomfortable -- I don't know. 

I 
I 
i 

Q. Do you know ~ .. ;hat physical examinations was given 

i the babies? 

I: I 
11 

11 
I 

A. No, I don't know. 

Q. Do you know whether anybody gave them any clinical 

11 
: tests fur high altitude sickness Ciecompression? 
! 
i 
I 

A. No, I don't know. 

Q. Did you see any of the children at Clark Air Force 

Dase? 

A. No. 

Q. To your knowledge, did all the adults have the same 

supply of oxygen that you had? 

A. To n~ knowledge, yes. 
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Q. Do you }:no\·; hm·: r.1an y : '.\~i ics died in the 1:1PPer part 
I 
:; of 
,I the airplane? 
I 
I 
l 
! 

A. No, I don't. 

Q. · Do you know how man~· .1.\ults died in the upper part of 

of the aircraft? 

A. I know Sgt. Parker 1.: t ,i, Liut I don't know how many 

others for sure. 

Q. Did you see any of t:1~· \\on:en? 

·,, 
A. I don't understand. h :,~~n? 

Q. While you were still i 1\ the aircraft? 

A. -Yes, there was one ''"'\'.'..1r:. lying on the floor \·Jho lookc 

seriously injured to ~e. 

Q. Who was that? 

(No response) 

Q. You may have told 1:: .. • , ' • 1 -l•ut what was Sgt. ParKer s JO.u: 

A. I ~on't know. 

Q. He was not a medic'-d :•,•t·~:.on? 

A. iie was a flight crt~\, \:~,·:;::...·er, but I d.on't know \·:hat 

his job was. 

Q. I was just trying t..• .:~:;-:__inguish between medical ar.u 

flight crew. Tl1ere wasn't u.n! 1 :""'' for examination of the 

children at the crash site,\-.\:. ;:~,·re? 
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A. At the crash site, no. 

Q. I mean there wasn't a medical team or any examination 

that time? 
·. 

A. Ho. 

I . 
done 

Q. So whatever examination was done, either had to be 

at the Seventh Day .?.dventist Hospital or Clark Air Force 

I 

Base'? 

A. 
! 

As far as I know. ., 

Q. If any was done? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. Do y6u feel you are knowledgeable in high altitude 

injuries or space medicine? 

A. No. Not any longer, if ever. 

Q. If ever? 

A. Yeah.-

Q. So, is it fair to say ma'am that you aren't really, 

that you don't really feel professionally capable of diagnos-

ing high altitude injury or decompression injury, if such 

. 
exists in a child? 

MR. DUBUC: I object to ci1e form of the question. 

HR. BATTOCCEI; I can't hear what you are saying. 

MR. DUBUC: I object to the form of the question. I 
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'don't know what it means. Space injury. 

HR. LEWIS: I said space medicine. 

MR. PIPER: You said space injury. 

·. 
HR. LI:HIS: I aii'. sorry. I'll state it again. I 

want to be clear. 

By Hr. Lewis: 

Q. As. a nurse, do you feel qualified to diagnose -- I 

mean consicering your level of training. I appreciate other 
·; 

lnurses might be in a different sitttatio~. Do you feel qualifie 

·to diagnose decompression injuries, if such exist, in infants? 

A. I wouldn't at this point, but I did than. Not 

•diagnose, possibly, but pick up the symptoms and know what to 

: do with it and how to deal with it. 

Q. I understand. You mean you were trained to give 

oxygen and to do various things, whatever could be done in 

order to treat the children? 

A. Yes. 

Q. On a -- I don't know what the word would be -- but 

on a clinical, whatever you could do to help pe'of)le unc.er 

those circumstances? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Were you then qualified to tell what percentage of 
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I 

1oxygcn at sue~ an~ 3ilCh an altitude re3ults in such and such 
I 

a neurolosical ir.jury? 

HR. DUBGC: I object to the forr.. of the question --
I 

\such and such and such and such. 

I 
· HR. LEl"iIS: I arn just trying to give a general 

i 

ii 
i! 
II 

\: 
I 

' ! 

statement. 

ion. 

argue it. 

HR. DUBUC: I am objecting to the form of the quest-

·-HR. LEWIS: I understand··. and there is no need to 

!11R •. PliEGC: I did. 

HR. LEWIS: Thank you. 

Wri'l;ESS: Would you please repeat it? 

!-1R. LEWIS: Surely. 

By Er. Lewis: 

Q. I am just trying to find out if you are the person 

ltl1at I should ask about the details of higl1 altituG.e injuries. 

I 
If you are qualified to discuss it on a medical level, I want 

to yo-..:. about it. If you are not -- and I an not saying 

either way because-I know I'n not, for sure, I won't take up 

, our tirne. 
I 

MR. PIPER: At this point, I would like to interject 
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11 a general obj ectiorl. As in the previous de2ositioh, it is 

i apparent that :·Ir. Lewis is reaclins from and perhaps in some way 
I 

: formulating constriction from an air force publication t:1at was 

'not in effect in any form either the day of the accident or 

I\ obviously 

' 
I 

up to date when the witness took her medical training 

MR. DUBUC: I join the oLjection. I join the 
I 

i 

!oLjection. 

MR. LEWIS: Good. Thank you. 
:. 

f• 

HR. PIPER: Another question. 

I-lR. LE~HS: I said thank you . 

.MR~ PIPER: You are welcome. 

By Mr. Lewis: 

Q. Do you know what the term "tirr..e of use for conscious-

' 
'ness" means? 

I: A. Yes. 

I, 
I• 
I, 
Ii Q. Will you tell Lle? 
" I! 

',i A. Time of use for consciousness means the time between 

j-- it is hard to put into words -- it is the time you ~ave that 

!you are useful after your supply of oxygen is decreased. It 

!would be ~y tin~ of usefulness after the rapid deco~pression 
until I donned r..y o:..:ygen r: .. asl:. 

Q. Okay. In other ·words, it is the time you have to act 
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I before you are rencered incaDable of actinq. Is tnat what you 

I 

!mean? 
I 
I A. 

n . 
\..! • 

If you don't donn your oxygen Eask, yes. 

Do you have any idea, ma'am, how long you went before 

you put your oxygen mask on? 

i 
lof 

I 
I 
i 

1! 
:,\ 

A. I grabbed it i:r..mediately when it fell. 

Q. Did it come on irnrnediately? 

A. Yes. 
·,, 

Q. Did you have any type of ~anxi~ty reaction as a result 

the events? In other words, were you frightened? 

A. I was frightened. 

Q. I am not suggesting tliere is anything derr:eClning in 

)it, anybody would. 

A. I don't believe you coulQ call it an anxiety reaction 

as such, but I was frightened. 

Q. Were you very, very frightened? 

HR. PIP:CR: OLjection to the form of the question. 

By ~Ir. Lewis: 

A. No. 

Q. Did you notice anybody else that was? 

HR. PIPER: I object to that in that it is such v.;:i,su2 
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'terms as very, very. Did you notice anybody else vho was very, 

very? I think we are just way off bases. 

HR. LE~HS: I'll rephrase. 

By Hr. Lewis: 

Q. Did you notice anybody else who was quite frightened' 

following the accident? 

A. No. 

Q. Nhat was your level, in your judgment now, of your 
:. 

capaci t::t to observe the post accident? ' 

F.. I don't think I understand what you mean. 

Q. I want to know whether you feel that you were quite 

alert or whether you were because of the accident and injuries 

\·1hether your alertness •,'/as impaired in any way because of the 

events that ~ad occurre~ to you? 

A. Okay. !'1Y alertness was not impaired, but in a si tuat 

ion like that, I tend to focus on certain s,t?ecific things ancl 

not the overall picturG. It is a tunnel vision thing. You 

want to get the job done; that is your immediat8 goal, and you 

don't notice the oci1er things. 

Q. So, there were many things tl1a f you might not have 

noticed that could have occurred. 

A. Yes. 
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Q. Because you were concentrating on certain things. 

A. Yes. 

Q. And, what were you concentrating on ?articularly? 

A. At what point? 

Q. From the time of the accident until you were treated 

yourself. 

A. Getting the babies out of the aircraft . 

Q. And, you \·;ere concerned with .(:. .1..ire, \veren' t you? 
· .. 

A. Yes. 

Q. And, you t11ought there was some risk of a further 

catastrophe, r. gather? 

A. I thought so because of the fact t~at I had felt the 

heat in my face. 

Q. You were slightly burned, too, weren't you? 

A. Singed a little b""'-l. ... around the ears. That was it. 

Q. You had smelled smoke and there did seem to be sor:ie 

evidence of fire? 

A. I didn't smell anything; I felt it. 

Q. The heat? 

A. The heat. 

Q. And, of cours~, you knew as an air force nurse that 

fire can follow an aircraft ?occident? 
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A. Yes. 

Q. So, you were concentrating on getting the kids out of 

:the airplane, and ar,·1ay from any further danger? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Were you also -- did that take all of your time? Or 

were you able to devote any attention to taking care of some 

of the adults that had been injured? 

A. I covered the adults with blankets, but other than 

· .. 
that there just wasn't anything I could'do. 

Q. What ha9pened to the human beings on the lower deck? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. ~·Jha t happened to the lower deck? 

A. I don't know that either. 

Q. Was it there after the crash? 

A. Not unless it was under us in the rice 

Q. You didn't see it? 

A. No, it \·las not in my ir.irnediate vicinity. 

Q. Here the wings broken off the airplane? 

A. I didn't see them. 

Q. You didn't notice then? 

A. No. 

Q. All right. Did you notice the condition of the 
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rusilage? In other words, the hull section? 

A. No. 

Q. So, you couldn't tell us how many pieces the hull 

~action was in? 

A. No. 

Q. I gather you would take a child and hand it to some-

Lody else and there was sort of a bucket brigade to get them 

.. 
A. Yes. 

Q. What happened at the other end of the chain? 

A. I don't k....-1ow. I t,·:asn' t at the other end. 

Q. You don't knm·1 whether the babies were taken off 

:::omeplace? 

A. I heard helicopters. 

Q. So you think they were being evacuated in some way? 

A. In some way, I assumed. I never did go out of the 

·•ircraft until I left after I crawled back in. 

Q. So, you crawled back in -- now, you are speaking of 

t i1e hole or the doorway? 

A. The hole. 

Q. You crawled back in the hole? 

JI.. Yes. 
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Q. This was a hole in the front ...... 1here there .had been no 

before? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Here you looking for other survivors? 

A. I wasn't looking for survivors. I was trying to get 

Sgt. Parker out of the hole. 

Q. This is a second time? 

I A. No. This was the only one time I went out. 
I 

I 
.-

Q. That was right in the beginning. 
i 

i 
I 

A.. 'I'hat is right. 

Q. And, . then the time you left the airplane after that 
! 
I 
:the children had been evacuated. 

A. Yes. 

Q. You didn't see them but to pass them out. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you find any children that had cor.i.e out of. their 

seat belts? 

A. I found one. 

Q. Was it one of your charges? 

A. I don't think so. I don't kllow for sure. 

Q. Was it a Vietnamese child? 

;.. . As far as I can recall. 
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Q. r;;as it a tiny Laby? I mean, was it the size we have 

been talking about? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Ancl, where was it located? 

A. The baby was on the floor, under a seat asleep. 

Q. Did you pick it up? 

A. Yes, that was the last baby that I handed out. 

Q. What did it do when you picked it up? 

·-A. Woke up arid cried. 

Q. And, then what did you do with it? 

A. fianded it up to the sergeant that was in front of me 

and he handeC: the baby up to the next person. 

Q. Was this near the last of the children? 

A. It was the last one that I llancled up. I llacl gone 

througl1 the aircraft in the back to make sure that all the 

babies were out. It was the last one that I founcl. 

Q. Did any of these children have anything with then 

when they were on the airplane -- a little lJag of personal 

effects, papers, or anything like that? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Hhere were they after the crash? 

A. They ,.,-ere pinned to the front to the shirt or tl1e 
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!wrapping that the children had on and they were still pinned. 
!. 

; 
i 
i 

I 
I 
! 
I 
I 

Q. When you last saw them. 

A. When I last saw them. Some we took loose. 

Q. Hhat do you mean? 

II some 

A. They hadn't come loose as far as I remember, but 

we took loose because they were big and they were bundle-
I 
jsorne and we just couldn't deal with everything. 

l Q. Do you know whether they got out of the airplane on 

the baby or not? 

A. I don~t know. 

MR. LEWIS: That is all the questions I have of this 

witness. ?hank you. 

~y Mr. Battocchi: 

Q. Ms. Neal, when did you first go into the air force? 

A. I went on active duty in January of 1973. 

Q. Had you been connected with the air force in any 

capacity before January 1973? 

A. I joined October 1972. 

Q. And, where were you stationed from. October 1972 to 

January 1973? 

A. I was at home waiting to go on active duty. 
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Q. Was that soffiewhere in Intiiana? 

;._. Yes. 

Q. Where were you first statio.n.ell after January 1973? 

A. Lglin Air Force Base in Florida. 

Q. For i.10·1;; lons were you stationed in Florida? 

A. January 1973 to January 1974. 

Q. t-r.nere were you stationed after January 1974? 

A. I was TDY from January 1974 till aLout rni<l February 

at Brooks Air Force Eas~ L-1 San Antonio: 

Q. ~hen, where did you go? 

A. Then I went to Clark Air Baze in the Phillipines. 

Q. i·;ere you there until April 1975? 

A. Yes. 

Q. ;·Jhen di cl you leave the air force? 

A. I separated i·1arcll 5, 1975, I :believe. I am sorryr 

riay 5, 1975. 

Q. It would have to be after the acciGent. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Yod testifie~, if I recall correctly, that you flew 

fron Clark to VietnaQ in a C-141. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Iiacl you flmm on C-141 once bc£or<2? 
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A. no. 

Q. Nere you a flig~t nurse fr6m January 1973 until April 

1975? 

A. No, I was a flight nurse from February 1974. 

Q. And, what kinC:s of :s:ilanes did you fly in from Fe'bru-

ary 1974 until i·lay 5, 1975? 

A. C-9 Nightengale. 

Q. Is that a hos?ital configured airplane? 

l~. Yes. 

Q. Did it have a rear cargo door? 

A. Yes,. not cargo. We didn't carry cargo. 

Q. But a door that you opened in the ::.ack. and v:ent dmm 

to the ground? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Passengers could cor.:e up that door? 

;,._. Yes. 

Q. Did you ever observe that door open and closed? 

·A. Yes. 

Q. Did you ever observe any problems with the opening 

and closing of tbat door? 

A. On the C-9? 

Q. Yes. 
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A. No. 

Q. Did you ever observe any probler.1s with the opening 

or closing of the 0.oors on the C-5A? 

A. I never ci:id observe the opening ancl closing of the 

doors on the c-si:~. 

Q. Did you marry an air force man? 

A. Yes. 

Q. lias he flown air force planes? 

A. Yes, he has. :.r 

Q. Uas he flown C-SA's? 

A. Ho. 

Q. Has he flown 14l's? 

A. Ho. 

Q. :1ias he flmm 130 's? 

A. ::o. 

Q. Is l1is last nar.1e ~~eal? 

A. Yes, it is. 

Q. What is his first nar..e? 

A. Don. 

Q. Is he ~till in the air force? 

A. No, he isn't. 

Q. \':hen was i1e last in tl1e air force? 
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A. Ee seL)ara tGd in ~;ovcrr.ber 19 7 4. 

Q. Nha t diC:. li.e f l~r? 

A. He flew the ~C-140. 

Q. As a pilot? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you evi:r talk with him aLout the aft ramp or the 

1
rear cargo door of t:1e C-SA's? 

i 

i 

i 
I ,, 

i: 

A. 

Q. Did you ever hear froQ him or from anyone else of any 

'probler..1s tl1"a t were reported a runor wi t:i the rear doors in the 

C-SA' s? 

HR. DUDUC: I will o~ject to that. 

By :ir. Battocchi: 

Q. 1Xere you ever on any flights that we.re aborted becaus, 

of mechanical ~roblefus with an aircraft? 

A. Ho. 

Q. Uere you in any other aircraft acciC.ei1ts besides this 

one? 

~:o. 

Q. Did you sive a statement approxirnat~ly seven pages 

long to a Col. \·7axstein? 
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A. Yes. 

Q. Did you write that statement out yourself? 

A. I gave it verbally. 

Q. Okay. And, how was it transcribed in the form of a 

statement? 

A. I don't remember. 

Q. Did you dictate to a taj?e recorder? 

A. Yes • 
.. 

Q. I see, and then the statement'came out to you for 

signature? • 

A. Yes •. 

Q. And, did you read it and sign it? 

P... Yes. 

Q. I am going to ask you a question that may seer.- a 

little silly to you, but I have to do it for the record. You 

put in the statement the truth as best as you recallecJ., didn't 

you? Is that correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You had aLsolutely nothing to lli~wl1en you gave this 

statement, did you? 

A. No. 

Q. And, similarly, \·;hen you gave the statement to the 
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member of the Accident Board that you had given ea~lier, you 

had nothing to hide. 

MR. VAN NCYS: Objection. 

By Mr. Battocc~i; 

Q. Do you have any proLlem at all with our reviewing 

the statement that you gave to Col. Waxstein? 

A. No. 

Q. Do_you have any probleru at all with our obtaining ~1e 

copy of the statecent that you gave.to the Accident Board? 

A. no. 

Q. Have, you ever seen that statement you gave to the 

Jl_cciden t Board? 

A. I don't think. I don't remerilier, though; it has 

been four ::'ears. I just don't remember. 

Q. When you -- how long after the accident was it that 

you gave this statement to, is it Col. Raynond? \·las he the 

one who took the statereent? 

!'-.. Yes. 

Q. How long after the accident \vas it that you gave tl1e 

statement to Col. Raymond? 

Q. By the time ~'OU gave the stateI:lent, was it clear to 
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you that you had nothing to do with causing this accident? 

A. I never did really think that I had. 

Q. There was no doubt about that, was there? 

A. No, I don't think so. 

Q. Do you rer.lernber Col. Raymond coming to you and sayin<; 

to you anything like this perhaps you might feel that you 

were at fault or responsible for this accident and therefore 

we are going' to promise you confidentiality or secrecy. Did 

anything like that happen? 
• 

A. ~~o. 

MR. DUBUC: I object to that question. 

MR. PIPER: I object. 

By Mr. Battocchi: 

Q. Is it fair to say that you have no recollection what-

soever of Col. Raymond ever promising you any confidentiality 

or sc::crecy? 

A. Yes, I can say that. 

MR. BA?TOCCliI: I have no further questions. Thank 

you very much. 

CROSS I:Xl~·IHIA~:ro:.r 

By ~1lr. Dubuc: 

Q. I am going to ask sorr.e quc::stior1s about your state-
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1ment. I will show ;ou a copy of the staterr,ent given to the 
I 
!collateral board c0n~isting of seven pages. I would like you 

I 

11 

I 

to take a look at it and see if that is an accurate copy of 

your statement thaL you gave to Col. Waxstein. 

A. All righL. 

n'lhereupon / the document was 
shm·:n to the witness.) 

A. As· far as I can tell, it is the one. 

MR. DUBL"C: Could we nark. that Exhibit Ii for identifi-

ication. 

MR. BATTOCCliI: Can we i~entify that as a 9articular 

tab to the collateral report, also? 

MR. DUBUC: Sure. It is Tab 15. 

MR. BAT~UCCHI: Tab 15. Thank you. 

(~n1ereupon, Defendant's Exhibit 
H was marked for iG.entification. 

By Hr. Dubuc: 

Q. I believe you answered the question as to how you 

went from Clark Air Force Base to Saigon, and I think you said 

you went on a c-141. Is that correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How was that configured? 
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A. ~e had cargo in the back, and there were a few seats 

in the forward ,t.;art closest to the flight deck of the cargo 

compartment. 

Q. \·/hen you say a few, hm·1 many would that be? Hore 

than 10, less than 10, more than 20, less than 20? 

A. Not more than 20. 

Q. And, were you carrying cargo? 

A. Yes .• . ; 
Q. Were you also carrying medical equipment? 

• 
A. Yes. 

Q. Had you ever been on a 141 before? 

A. I had Leen in one. 

Q. You had never flown on one? 

A. No. 

Q. Is that airplane subject to r~configuration -- in 

other words, can you change if frora an ... 111 cargo plane to an 

all passenger plane, or a partial passcn~er and partial cargo 

as it was when you flew on it? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How do they do that -- just 1>ut in different seats? 

A. I am not sure how they do it. I C.on't know. 

c.:. I.iave you ever s.:en the C-1~1 t: ully passenger 
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!configured? 
I 

A. A mocku1; in flight school,: I believe. 

Q. Were you trained on a 141 that belongs to the C line: 

A. I was trained very vaguely in flight school. Vaguell 

:is not the right word, but very minimally and then I was 
I 
yualified on the C-9 at Clark when I got to the squadron. 

Q. Do you recall how many seats there are on a C-141 in 

passenger configured? 
., 

I A. No. 

I 

i Q. rio you rl!call how many seats there are on a C-9 when 
; 

ltully passenger confiaured? 

I A. I th~nk the:e are forty some. I believe. 

J Q. You me11tioned the briefing that you had that ·was give 

II think you said Clark Air Force Base in the Phillipines by 

Capt. Ia inker. 

A. Yes. 

Q. How lons I.lid that briefing last? 

A. I don't i-~1:1eml:ier, just a few minutes. 

Q. More t:1.1.n 10 or less than 10? 

A. I don't i-..now. 

Q. I think y0u also referred to a briefing you received 

when you lJoarcleci th~ c- 5 airplane as to troop corn~'::i.rtment 
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familiarization. 

l.. Yes. 

Q. How long di~ that briefing last? 

A. Again, just a few u•inutes. I can't tell you how 

long. 

Q. What was included. in that triefing? 

J... Interior familiarization -- exits, t./here the coffee , 

was, wl1ere the juice ·was, where the infant SU?.:.? lies were. 

Q. Here they carrying any lif~ rafts? 

A. t don't know. 

Q. Do you recall it being mentioned in your briefing? 

A. I don ' t rer:;emb.::r . ..... 
1. '- I if it was . 

Q. Did you see any life rafts? 

A. Ho. 

Q. \':ould you recognize a life raft station if you saw 

one? 

A. Yes. 

Q. In your statement which we markeC. Exhibit. li for 

identification on the first r)age, about r::icl\?ay down the page 

there is a reference to a nur.J.:ier of ve~1icl.c:s about the C-5. Do 

you see tlia t sentence? 

;,,. . ~fcs. 
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i·:.R. B;.'J.'TOCCIII: For clarity, can we read it into the 

:record 
i 

because I don't see it. 

I 
: By l·i.r. Dubuc: 
l 
i 
I 

! 
Q. ?he sentence says that there were quite a fe".·1 vehicle 

around the C-'..J an<J. it se.:::med like a lot of confusion. See that 

sentence? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How_ many vehicles did you observe, approximately? 

A. I don't know; I didn't count ci1~m. 

Q. Were they rdli tary tytJe vehicles? 

A. I don't remember. 

Q. Did ycu observe any portion of the unloading 2rocess 

·~rl1en the aircraft arrived in Saigon? 

I 
/1 

,, 

I' 

11 

I in 

I 
I 

" .l"l.. When the C-5 arrived? 

Q. Yes. 

A. !'Jo. 

Q. You mentioneCJ. that there were two children per seat 

response to some of !i.r. Lewis's questions. 

A. Yes. 

Q. In your staten:ent on page one, tl1ere is also a state-

~ent to thdt effect: 

i'~. I .see it. 
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Q. Do you see that? 

A. Yes. 

Q. There is also a reference three sentences later, I 

think it is, which reads: "\·le have the olC.er children looJ:inCJ 

!after the younger children who were seated in the seats next 

1 to them." Do you see that? 

A. Yes. 

Q. liow_ many "older children" at_Jproxir.1ately were tl1ere? 
•. 

A. I don't know because I ju~t noticed that as I was 

!walking through to my station in the forward part. 
i . 

I have no 
I 

i. a 
1 

i .ea. 

Q. When ~'ou use the terr;, olC:.er children, what ase srou;; 

were you referring to? 

A. Any·wnere fror.~ 3 to 9, r.•ayLe a few years older tlia11 

ti1at; kids wl10 were not teenagers. 

Q. lie re these older children in r:1any of ti.1e seats ui t;1 

a younger chilcJ.? 

rO'ldS • 

A. There were none back w~ere I was. 

Q. And, that ;·:ould include one full rm·: and two i.1alf 

• \. Yes. 
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lookins after younger children seated next to them. 

A. Holding juice bottles. 

Q. Here there a ~air nw.:ber of these older children? 

A. I rer:-iem.ber quite a few, not half. 

Q. Slightly less t~an half. 

A. Less than half; I don't know how much less than half. 

Q. You r.:ean less than half of the total number of 

children in ·~he troop cor.ipartIT.ent <.:ere olG.er children? 

A. Yes. 

Q. 17ere those children that you C:escribed as older 

children, in y_our opinion as a nurse, capable of l10ld an 

oxygen r..ask to their mou t:1s? 

A. Sor.1e \1ere. 

Q. Some of the older in that age group? 

IL Yes. 

Q. You r:i.en tioneC:. some ladies >;ho brought the orphans 

aboarcl. It is also in tllat first pase paragraph. In fact, 

several lines that read: "There were ladies who had brought 

the orplians to the aircraft si ttins around the rear load.ing 

rar:1p at tl1e bottom of t~1e stairs." 

~ff~. BA'I'TOCCEI: Rear loaciing ram~? 

DCBCC: 
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By .L·lr. Dubuc: 

Q. Two sentences later: "The:ladies apparently were to 

accom.pany the children." Did some of those lac.lies accor~:pany 

the children and ricie in the troop compartraent? 

A. I don't reme:rilier any specific r,.:ornen. I don't know 

!if it was the women that I saw downstairs that were upstairs 

I 
iwith us. 
I 
I 
I i Q. Do· you know approximately how many women there v.;ere? 
I 

A. No, I don't. 

Q. ~ think you indicate~ in response to one of Ilt. 

Lewis's questi9ns that all of the adults were not seated; in. 

other words, they did not have restraining d2viccs. Is that 

right? 

A. I did not know· of any that were seated.. 

Q. Was Sgt. Parker one of those who was not seated? 

A. I don't know; he was behind me. 

Q. Here Lt. Aune anG. Lt. ~Hrtz also ei tl"ler stancling or 

not restrained by any seat belt? 

A. As far as I knm;, but I diC:n 't see them. 

Q. Eow about Sgt. EaC!ley, Sgt. Boutwell, and Sgt. Gr.'..::!"c:. 

A. The sare goes ::or I ~id not see where 

were positioned or ho-w they \·:ere f)Osi tionecl. 
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Q. But to your best recollection, none of the adults hatl 

any seat belts? 

A. That is correct. 

HR. LEWIS: Attention. She said that she didn't see 

!them. She doesn't know. So how can she have a Lest recollect-

ion that they ~idn't have seat belts if she didn't see them? 

think you arc not being fair to the witness. 

By ·Hr. Dubuc: 

Q. I'll refer to your stateraent on page two. About a 

i quzrter of the way dovm the page, you state: "As far as I 
! 

/ know no crew rner.ibers, flight or i.'.edical, or civilian had seats. 
I 
I 

! Do you see that sentence? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Does that refresh your recollection as to whether 

any of the crew r:-.embers, r:i.edical crew members or civilians, 

or flight crew members hu.d seats? 

A. I didn't see anyone that di<l. 

Q. And, your recollection at the ti~e you gave this 

statement was better than it is today. Is it not? 

A. I HoulC. say so, yes. 

Q. 

correct? 

And, that is tl18 \,,-ay you record.cc then. 

NEAL R. GROSS 
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Is that 



I 

67 

A. Yes. 

Q. And, that is true and accu~ate. Is it not? 

A. As far as I can tell you, yes. 

Q. All right. You raentione<l in response to some of 

.Mr. Lewis's questions that in the beginning when the children 

were on the airplane, many of them were crying. Is that 

correct? 

A. Yes. 

I 
Q. And, does there come a tir.le \•rh~n r.,ost or all of them 

!are 
i 

quieted dm·m or asleep or took nourislment? 

I 

A. A lot of them did after ~e took off. 

Q. And, is that possibly because it became a little 

i 
!cooler? 

A. 
! 
1· I 

Yes, it was. 

i: Q. You mentioned on 2age two of your statement, a 

; 

!twelve year old Loy. Do you see that? 

I 
.i A. Yes. 

Q. Is this the same boy that attempted to help you go 

throug!1 the hole insi~e tl1e aircraft? 

A. Yes r lle is • 

Q. Do you knO'W wllere he \·;as seated.? 

A. As well a::; I can r~rr.er..ber, he h.:id been back to the 
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latrine, and he was seated fairly close to me. I remember see-

ing hi:r.i. but I can't tell you exactly: where lle \·1as. He was not 

in a seat. The load -- not the load.master because I G.on't 

know one of the flight crew was by rue in the rear and he 

had the twelve year old boy sit against something. 

Q. During the tirc~e you were trying -- he was trying to 

assist you to evacua~ =hildren through that hole, did you have 

occasion to 'talk to him? 

A. Yes, I did. He was not trying to assist me in evacu-

ating children through the hole. 

Q. Oh, I see. \·Jas he able to speak English? 

A. Yes. 

Q. With respect to these older children you described 

. as 5 to 9, did any of ther.1 get together and could they speak 

Lnglis~1, do you know? 

A. I don ' t knm;. 

Q. You described. this twelve year old child as an 1' .. meri-

can boy? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Here any of those older children 5 to 9 Aiaericans, or 

appear to De Americans? 

A. I di~n't see any t~at diti. 
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Q. Did you talk to any of the other children in the 

.! troop corr.partment? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you know of any other medical crew member who 

jtalked to any of the children? 

I A. I don't kr1ow anyone specifically, Lut there v1ere 

I . 
!medical crew merabers assigned to those children. 

' I Q. You_ answered sor,i.e questions about how it sounded at 
I 

· tl"'le time of the rapid decompression._ Do. you remeniber those 

questions?· 

A. Yes. 

Q. You described it as a loud ~02 and you compared it 

to perhaps an exaggerated opening of a soda pop bottle. Is 

that riyht? 

A. Yes. 

I think. she said a soft drink can. 

li;f Hr. Dubuc: 

Q. Was it a soft drink can or a soda bottle? 

A. I don't reraer..l.ier what I sai<l. I really don't dis-

tinguish one --

Q. \'!ell, how would you com:)are it? Did it sound like 

the opening of a soda lJot.tle or cl.id it sound like an opening of 
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I 
:a soft drink can? 
I 

I 
' 

i 
A. It was not a tinny sound; i"t was probably more like 

I 

!a soC:a bottle. 
I 

that you say it, it was a full pop. It 

I 

!wasn't a click. 

! 
I 
I 

Q. Did you hear anything else in connection with that 
I 

!sound? 
I 

Did you hear any other sound in connection with, prior 

jto or right after you heard the pop? 

l A. no·,.~ I didn't. 

Q. None at all? 

A. i;othing that stuck in my memory. 

Q. You were focusing on t~e pop. Is that correct? 

A. If you would like _to say that, yes. 

Q. In your statement on page two, towards the bottom of 

the page, you described what you heard, and the sentence reads: 

i "It was just alrr.ost a classic textLook rapid decompression, the 
I' 

! 

I 
I 

v:ay \;e had learneC. it at flight school, v;hich is wl1y I think 

everyone reacteQ so well because we had been through it before 

in flight school and a training situation." Do you see that 

sentence? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And, i;,;hen you use th~ word.s "classic textuook rapid 

ciecor,1pression", w:1at do you 1~1ean? 
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A. A loud sound, condensation in the air; there was a 
I 

i 
:slight feeling of coolness -- not much, but just enough that 

I 
jyou could tell. Things came loose around the interior of the 

jaircraft. Nothing flew around, but it tore the bits of the 
I 

linsulation apart. 

Q. And, that is something you say you were trained to 

janticipate in flight school. Is that correct? 

I A. Yes. 
I 

Q. Did they give you any cir~umstances or possiLle 

: situations where you might ex?erience such a classic decorapres-

! sion? 

I! 
i! 

Ii 
i. 

' 
i' 
'i, 

A. Yes. 

Q. Nhat wer~ sorr.e of those? 

A. A hole in a pressurized aircraft and anything that 

would cause a hole, like colli~ion in midair, a window Llowout 

anything· that would cause a :lOle in a pressurized cabinet. 

Q. 1:ow, you ..,.;ere trained to Le a flisht nurse on an air 

vac type flight raedical ere~. Is that correct? 

?I .n.. Yes. 

Q. l'.nd, in connection h-i th that kind of activity, would 

it be anticipated that the air;:.=aft r;;i~l1t find the areas vhere 

the: re >•:as cor..bat or near cor.1l:a ~? 
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A. I don't know whettier it was anticipated or not. I 

don't think anyone really ever said. : 

Q. In connection with your training as to classic text-

book rapid decom?ression, was the possiuility an aircraft being 

struck by gun fire or missile suggested or mentioned? 

A. Mentioned, not suggested. 

Q. That would cause a hole because of rapid decompres-

sion. 

A. That .is right. 

Q. I Lelieve you were asked sorr~e questions about the 

training you received as to recosnizing or dealing with. 

passensers who r..ight be t.L1e suLject of the effects of the 

ra2i<l c1ecorapression. Do you rewember tl1ose questions? 

A. Yes. 

Q. I believe there i:.1.ere also some technical questions 

asked of you concerning whether you had been trained t6 recog-

nize symj?tor.1s of 1 ack of oxygen or hy;_)oxia as it is soraetimes 

called. Is that what you call hypoxia? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What training did you receive as to the recognition 

of such symptoffis? 

A. 1·;e \lei.1t throush. the al ti t.ud;:; char.~er ourselves so 
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that ·1;1e would knoi: .. 1 <.·1:·1at the sym?toms felt like v;l1en we ex,:)er-

ienced them. Also, there was classroom trainins, including 

the size and symptoms of hypoxia. 

Q. .lmd, \·;hat were t!ley according to your training? 

A. Ti.1e two that I remenber the most anG. the two that 

I can pull out of m~:l hat right nm: are duskiness, 2aleness, 

and sleepiness, an inability to function to your capacity 

when you are· alert • .. _., 

Q. How, did you observe any of those symptoms on any of 

the children or passengers that were within your care and con-

trol after the decompression up to the time of ir.T?act, the 

time of the accident? 

A. r;o, I did not. 

Q. Did :r·ou observe any of those syrTiptoms as to any of 

those passengers that were under your control or care or that 

you may have handled during t~e evacuation exhibit those 

symptoms? 

A. No. 

Q. Now, I think you described the procedure by which 

you administered supplt=!mental oxygen to those children who 

were assigned to you in the various seats. 

:~. Yes. 
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Q. I think you mentioned that in doing that you at sor;;c 

point from time to time switched oxy<i;en masks fror.. one you 

initially used to perhaps another one in the vicinities where 

you could reach all of the children. 

A. Yes. 

Q. And, of course, during the time you switched you were 

not getting oxygen, yourself, were you? 

A. No.,~ 

Q. And, did you have a regular sequence of doing that 

so that you were working in an attempt tO' constantly adr.iinistcr 

some supplement oxygen to each of those children on a regular 

basis? 

A. Yes, I did. 

Q. Now, in connection with your training on hypoxia or 

the lack of oxygen, was it mentioneQ -- during your training 

in connection with the effects of hypoxia or the lack of 

oxyqen, were you given any indication that it is a function of 

altitude and time from ~·;hi ch you are not getting OXJ:'gen? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you recall any figures as to the ma.:dmum altitude 

with which you can function for any period of time without the 

use of oxygen? 10,000 feet or 13,000 feet or 25,000 feet? 
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i 

A. Iio, that cones off a graph and there is no reason to 

ireally know it. 

1! 

i! 
Q. Now, in a situation where, say an aircraft is at 

1

.23,000 feet and the rapid decompression occurs and the aircraft 

i~lilediately begins to descend, as the aircraft descends, the 

I 
time during which you can get along \li thout oxygen increases, 

!does it not? 

Q. And, at some point you reach an altitude somewhere 

:between 23,000 feet and 10,000 feet, for example, where you 

•do not need oxygen at all. Is that correct? 

A. That is correct. 

Q. Does the figure 13,000 feet have any significance to 

you in that connection? 

A. It doesn 1 t mean anything to me anymore. I have Leen 

: a·way from it too long. 

I 
i 

Q. I believe in response to so~e questions, you indicate 

i that you \·:ere thrown for.,.'ard in sor.;e ".·:ay and \.-ere shaken up 

I by hitting the forward Oullohead. 

A. Yes. 

Is that correct? 

Q. Do I unclerstanC: your testir.cn:;', hm~-ever, that JOU 

believe your ~erce9tivc powers to have remained in tact? 
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A. Yes. 

Q. And, indeed, your powers to function and to aid in 

evacuatio~ of the chil<lr~n remained in tact, did they not? 

A. I believe so, yes. 

! Q. In fact, you conversed with a twelve year old Loy in 
i 

! an attefupt to move somebody from the hole you described. 

I 
! 

A. Yes. 

Q. In· connection 'lith your nursing, where did. you take ..• 

·your nursing training? 

A. 'I'he University of Evansville in· Indiana. 

Q. l-uid, did you '·1ork at all in any civilian capacity as 

a nurs~ before going in the air force? 

A. Yes, I worked all through my training, and I also 

· \-.-orkeC. for six rr.onths in my horr.e town civilian hospital before 

I ~·1ent on active G.uty. 

Q. i-.-ha t hospital? 

A. Perry County i!er:1orial Iios.t=ii tal in ':ell City, Indiana. 

Q. 1\.ncJ., ciid that training include a nu:r..ber of semester 

hours ana also a substantial ~lount of experience in pediatrics 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you 11avc any specialty C.:.o you have any special 

interest in your nursing career? 

NEAL R. GROSS 
COURT REPORTERS ANO TRANSCRIBERS 

WASHINGTON, O.C. 

261-4445 



77 

A. No. 

Q. I think you rr.entioned for th<:! most part thos-= persons 

that you observed and those other persons in the troop compart-

rnent that you could hear were called prior to the impact as 

they sat were strapped in. Is that correct? 

A. As much as I can rernernLer, yes. 

Q. I think you mentioned that after the impact -- at 

!the 

I 

time of ~~pact, was there some noise? 

A. I just don't remember~ I 
I 

! 
• 

Q. There was a bump, was there not? 

A. Yes.· 

Q. After impact, w-as there some talking and some people 

moving around and some atrnosj_)here urgency and son;e fairly loud 

voices shouting directions and that sort of thing? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Is that the kind of circumstance that you wo~ld expcc 

might excite a sr..all infant and tJerhak's make them cr1_·? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And, ~,;ould you attribute those infants that were 

crying that you described as such to liave been rc.otiv.:ited Ly 

those circumstances? 

A. I don't know. 
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Q. You mentioned that you did not notice anyone in the 

/troop compartment ~~10 was very frish~ened. Do you remeILlber 

those questions? 

A. No, I don't. 

(...!. I believe you indicated that you were frightened, 

but you would not describe it as an anxiety reaction. Do you 

remer.i.ber that, and I think in response to another suestion, you 

1 inclicated tl1at you were not very, very frightened. ··, 

A. Yes. 

Q. And, there was sorae other questions as to whether 

you noticed anyone who was very frightened, and I believe you 

indicated you did not. 

A. No, I didn't. 

Q. i·hth the exce.:.Jtion of the one .infant that you 

nentioned remained asleep throughout the incident, wer~ most 

of the other children awake? 

A. Yes, mine were. 

Q. And, \1ere they seated and acting fairly calm prior 

to the impact? 

A. Yes. 

Q. ~·1ost of those chilclr2n were in tl1e one to two year 

old range? 7he ones that you were assigned to? 
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A • The ones that I was assigned to were just under a 

. ::lear or maybe a couple of months olde:r, some\·1here right in that 

range. 

Q. .And, there were more than half of those in that troop 

compartment in that category, were they not? 

A. As far as I know, yes. 

Q. Based U?On your e~~erience, training and work in 

pediatrics, ~·1oulu you expect a child of that age to realize 
! •. , -

exactly what was going on under all ~hese circumstances? 

A. Babies? 

Q. Yes. 

A. No. 

Q. You would not expect them to realize. 

A. No. 

Q. ~'lould you ex2ect them to remernber? 

A. ~io. 

Q. I t:1ink you al.;;o r.1entioneci that tl1ere was a r.1ore or 

less cl1.::iin of crew members and r;,edical crc:w mer.lbers formed in 

order to ~ass the chilaren from l1and to hand to the exits and 

out of t.:1e airc!:"af t. Is that correct? 

A.. Yes. 

Q. I think you also stated that after you found the las~ 
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infant and passed him along that chain for exiting the cvacua-

tion you went out of the aircraft and all of the infants had 

alreacy been evacuated. Is that correct? 

A. As far as I knew. 

Q. And, when you evacuated to this hospital, you mentione( 

the Seventh Day Adventist ~OS?ital. 

A. At least part of them were. 

Q. Do .:xou know where the other part \·Jent? 

A. Ho, I don't. I don't know that they didn't all go 

there. 

Q. In an:i event, the;{ ·were all evacuated to their 

evacuation destination very rapidly, were they not? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you have ar.y idea how long -- how r11ucl1 tin:e 

expired from the time you started. evacuu.ting the children to 

the tir.-:e it was finis~1ed and. you exi te<l from the airplane? 

A. No, I have no id.ea. 

Q. Would you say it was rnore or less th~n ten minutes? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Would you say it was rnore or less than 15 minutes? 

Q. Hould you say it was r.10re or less than 2 0 minutes? 
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11 

A. 
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I don't know now. I know it is n~re than ten ~inutes 

·but I don't know after that. 

I 

I 
ii 
i 
I 

Q. Would you say more tha."1 ten and less than 2 O? 

A. l~o. 

Q. You don't know. 

" .t"l.. 

Q. 

I don't know. 

Okay. You mentioned little Lags that the children 

\had. Did I i.mderstand you to say they were pinned to their .. , 

'shirts? 

,\. I Lelieve t11ey were, yes. 

Q. Do you know \~1at was in those little bags? 

A. Ho. 

Q. Did chil~ren hav2 any pa9ers 2inned to them? 

A. i.Jot that I rer;1cr..J...ier. 

ER. DUBliC: I have no further que::;tions. 

l'lR. LLiIIS: I have a couple suestions. 

PJ:DI;l:C'l.' :c:::~Ul:i-'.TION 

Ly :1r. Le\·: is: 

Q. Prior to this deco~pression, the pressurization and 

the oxygen in tl1e environr.1ent in the airplCJ.nc uas nor1!~.:i.1, wasn' 

it? 

A. A.s far <1.S I k:iow. 
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Q. 

A. 

Q. 
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You clidr..'t notice any 2r0Llem? 

IHth respect to the removal of, was it Sgt. Par~er? 

Yes • 

lie was wedged or some way located in this hole? 

Yes. 

Standard proce~ure would be to allow equal pro?erly 

trained and. ·i?)1ysically capal:ile of re:moving a severely inj urecl 
.·, 

person, would it not? 

A. I don't know \.rhat you mean when you say properl~' 

trained. 

Q. Well, you had a broken collar bone. 

1~. Okay. 

Q. The child with you had no r,1cdical training at all. 

A. That is correct. 

So, there wasn't a whol-= ~)erson -- a whole r.1.edical 

available to rr,ove Sgt. P.:irk.:=r at that ti:r.,e, \·1as tl1ere? 

rm. PIPI:R: I object to that question. 

By Mr. Le\1is; 

Q. I am just saying, werea't you trained not to move 

people under tl-lese circur..stances:' 

Usually, yes. Csuall~·, you do not r.:ove a i:)erson 
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under his circurr.stances. 

Q. Because he was obviously seriously injured. 

A. Yes. 

Q. And the reason that you wanted to move him was to get 

'an exit out of the airplane. 

I A. And also to get him out of the aircraft. 

I Q. Okay, now, ultir,1ately you learned that there was a 

I door \/hi ch pxpvided an exit so the kids did not have to s-o 
I .·, 
!throush that hole. 

I 
I i . A. 

i 
1a door. 
i 

I knew that there was a door -- an exit. It wasn't 

Q. ~~hat I am asking you is do you really think that you 

were thinking very clearly when you tried to move Sgt. Parker 

.with a 12 year olcl boy, you being in the condition that you 

: \·1ere in? 
I 
i 

A. I didn't know I was in that condition until I tried 
1' 
11 to move 

1 • 
... 1im. I didn't realize I had a broken bone until I 

tried to move him. 

Q. 'l'hen, do you feel not having realized that you had a 

broken bone that you were coLlvletely yours~lf? 

A. I feel I ~as. 

Q. But you n;isi1t not have Leen at tl1at :Joint. 
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A. I guess the possibility exists. 

Q. Just asking you. I arr. not rebuking on you in any 

·way. I nean it was a very serious accident, I gather. 

A. Yes. 

Q. A real tragedy. \;./hat did you do with t..'1.is young man 

in trying to -- physically did you do to Sgt. Parker to try to 

help him get out of the hole. 

A. ·i;-:e .'yut our hands under his arr.1pi ts wilich is the way 

you remove sorueone if you are not big eriough to carry theo. 

Q. Was there room for, I don't ·know what you call it, 

one of those wire litters in there? 

A. In the hole? 

Q. Yes. 

A. I don't re~err~er. 

Q. Ordinarily, if you don't know i::hat injuries the 

person like that has, any movement could be further injuring 

the patient, could it not? 

A. That is correct. 

Q. And, so ideally lle should be exarr:ined by a physician 

right there in the i1ole, \·10uldn' t he? 

A. ~hat is right. 

Q. Before he ,·.'as r.;oved. 
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A. But not in a case of a fire. 

Q. I understand that. Was there anybody else who tried 

' I i to help you, any of the other raedical creH try to assist you 

lwith Sgt. Parker? 

j A. I don't remew~er. 

I 
ljpull 
11 II 
I 
i 
I 

i 
II onto 

Q. They could have but you don't remember. 

A. Yeah; I just don't remember. 

Q. Wh~ ultimately moved hi~? 
·.· 

A. I don't know . 
• 

Q. ~·;as he l.mrned in the fire? 

A. There was no fire. 

Q. You put your bands under his arrr~its in an effort to 

him out and back into the air?lane? 

A. Pull hir.1 out of the airplane. 

Q. You were trying to ;?ull hiri, out of the airplapc down 

the ground? 

A. Yes~ level onto the ground. 

Q. I understand. 

A. Okay. 

Q. ~·ias he head a.own or feet down? 

;.,,. Eis head was tm:ard the front of the troo? compartr.1en 

Eis head was toward the hole in tlle front of the aircraft. 
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Q. Was he all the way in the hole? 

A. I just don't re~er;l.ber. 

Q. Can you tell r..e ¥lhether he was partly in the hole and 

: partly in the airrilane in the troop corr.partment? 
I 

f 
A. No, I can't. I can't. 

Q. But the necessity of ~oving him was because you 

thought there was a fire? 

A. And·, another exit. 
\1 

Q. And, another exit. 

A. Should we need it. 

Q. But it was possible if you had had to to pass the 
I 

i , 'ld .1.. 1 h . h ' cni ren ou~ past sst. Par~er even t ougn e was tnere. 
! 

11 
\1 

A. Yes, when I got back in, I discove::red that it was. 

i: 
I Q. !, 
I· 

Didn't you discover that when you were there with 
; 

' 

I him trying to .i;>ull him out of the hole? 

1: 
I: 

ii 
A. As I was looking at the hole when we ~ere trying to 

Ii ?Ull him out, yes. 
1. 

II 
I. 

Q. You and the 12 year old boy were actually in the hole 

I! ,,,i th hir.•, weren' t you? 

A. 

I

I 

point. 
I 
I Q. 

11 

~ot in the hole; we were outside the aircraft at this 

nm: did set out -- through ti1e hole? 
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A. That is right. 

Q. l'lhat was the 12 year olci. boy doing? 

A. He was try ins to hel? me pull Sgt. Parker out w"'ld 

!'then 

I, 
Q. I. 

1: 
He was pulling on Sgt. Parker, too? 

Ii 
I A. Yes. 

Q. Has he l1olding on to his arms? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. You don't know what he was doing. 

A. 

Q. Did you continue 2ulling even after you felt the pain 

A • It wasn't so much the pain; it was that I could not 

. pull. I didn't have any power in that arr:. at all. 

Q. You didn't have any strength. The pain didn't really 

bother you so much as the fact t:iat you couldn't physically do 

it. 

A. That is right. 

Q. Because of the lack of strength. 

A. That is right. 

Q. ;._part from a fire, ti1e correct i_Jroc~clure would ~J.ave 

Leen to leave hi~ there. Is that correct? 

J\.. Yes. 
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Q. 

A. 

38 

~'ihat did you base your premise tl1at there was a fire? 

The fact t:1at when we hit tihe groun<l, I believe the 

: first tirr,e I felt heat and cinders hit my face through the 

,grate in the very forward part of the troop compartment. 

Q. The airplane had been moving across the ground erodin 

itself, if you will, or at least when you eroded you can pictur 

taking off a piece of the airplane or maybe big 9ieces as it 

moved across .the ground. r.·iasn 1 t that true? 

A. 

Q. 

" &"\.. 

Q. 

I don't know. 

You don't know that. 

I don't know. 

But it had ~oved across the ground at any event for 

some distance, had it not? 

A. It r.1oved yes, it r..oved across the groun<l. 

Q. Did you consider that that friction had caused any of 

the heat? 

A. I didn't really think about it at that time? 

Q. You didn't analyze it? 

A. i·Io. 

Q. You didn't see any ?lane? 

A. No, not that I recall. 

Q. Did you have a fire ·2xtin9uisher? 
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A. i'1o. 

Q. Did an:1one else have a fire. extinguisher? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. Has there a fire alarm called by anyone there inside 

A. l.'1ot that I remer11ber. 

HR. LU·;IS: Thank. you. I have no more questions. 

RECROSS EXAHINA~ION 

By Ur. Eattoccl1i: 

Q. What kind of mockup of a C-41 did you see in flight 

school? 

A. I clan' t rerne:r..ber 11ow much of it, but being the entire 

cargo cor..partmen t as far as I remember, and that the :back, 

ramp cloor; there was no flight deck as far I rer:.errJ:ier, anyway. 

Q. , Liaw big of mockup \·1as it? 

A. I believe it was actual life size. 

Q. Did you ever see the aft ramp cioor on the mockup of 

the C-141 open and close? 

A. Hot that I rememLer. 

Q. Were you ever advised during your training that a 

rapid clecon-,_t.)ression nish t cc cur because the after rarr.p or the 

after cargo door of the C-l~l ruisht blow out? 
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A. I don't remewber, Lut I <lon't think so. 

BATTOCCiiI : I have no further questions. 

RECROSS E:\~-"'\ln~:A'J:'ION 

By Hr. Dubuc: 

Q. Would you take a look at your statement on page 4, 

near the bottom of the ~age, there is a sentence that states: 

"The babies lookeC. in pretty good shape after the impact." 

Do you see tfrat sentence? 
'• 

A. Yes. 

n·iheJ::eUpOn / the Wi tneSS looked 
at the statement.) 

~,:R. :UATTOCCI:I: i·:ai t a minute. \.'lly don't you read 

the ;,..;hole sentence. 

!-1R. DUD liC : "The baLies looked to Le in Jretty good 

shape after t:1e irr.pact. " 

By Hr. Dubuc: 

Q. l.nd, then the next sentence states: "I clan' t 

rer::,errber seeing any inj urcd babies, whatsoever until we sot to 

the hosi_.Ji tal and then t~1ose r.,ish~ have Leer. the bab:r· tl1at carae 

out of the bottom. I don't know." Did you see any injured 

babies, any injured infants, in the troop con~partment at the 

time of the accident or were in the troop compart~ent? 
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A. I saw one Laby while we were evacuating that I 

thought was dead. 

Q. Is that the only one? 

A. As far as I remelTu.Jer, I didn't see any injuries. I 

didn't see any Llood. 

Q. Does t..'l-iat pretty accurately describe what you observec. 

at the. tine of the accident, that the remain<ler of the babies 

were in good.shape and were not injured? 

A. .Yes. 

Q. Do you know if the one baby that you thought was 

dead had been strapped in or seated? 

A. Yes, the baby was still in the seat, still strapi?eC:. 

in. 

Q. And, it was, you e1ink cl.eac.3.? 

A. I think. 

Q. Did you ever get any re?ort as to any diagnosis or 

uhether or not indeed ti1e LulJ~i was dead? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you know if that lJaby \las rer..o\--2d.? 

A. Yes, the bal.Jy was rer._oved. \-/hen : ;1en t and r:iade 

r.1y last \,;alk throutjl1, it \·:"as gon~. 

Q. l,nd, tl1at i::. tl:-2 only one? 
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A. That is the only one that I re~er:~er. 

HR. m;Bt.;C: o.;.;.ay. I have n6 further questions. 

By r~. Lewis: 

Q. Back on the record, ·,;it~1 respect to the Laby that ycu 

just rr.entioned to .nr. Dubuc, would you descri::ie its position i:~ 

the seat? 

1.. I ·don't re:rrterr.lier. 

Q. Was it sitting up? 

A. It was in the seat and the seat Lelt was still on. 

That is all I remember. 

Q. It was sitting seated up -- sitting up? 

A. I don't reraer.~er. 

Q. You don't rer:,er:'..Ler. 

A. - :'-l'o. 

ER. LL\"1S: Thank you. T~-iat is all. 

(\·lJ.1ereuJon, at 4 :23 p.m., tl"le taking of t:1e oral c!eposi~-

ion of Harriett ~~eal was concluded.) 
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