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vnereupon,

PROCEEDTIUGS

2:35 p.m.

HARRIETT (GOFFINET) NEAL

7as called for examination by Counsel for the Plaintiff, and

1aving been first duly sworn, was examined and testified as

follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION
By Mr. Lewis:
What is your nane, please?
Harriett lleal.
And, what is your home address?
3191 Lakin Park Court, Fairfax, Virginia.
And, where are fou enployed?
Dr. Julius Fogel's office, 2201 "L" Street, N.W.
In Washington, D.C.?
In Washington, D.C., yes.
when the C-5A crash occurred, what was your name?
Harriett Goffinet, Lieutcnant.
And, were you serving with the Air Force at that time-

Yes, I was.

Following the crash, were you given an opportunity to

1
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Investigation EBoard.

A. I don't remerber.
Q. You don't recall anybody
A. I don't rememper whether

Q. All right. When did you

'going to accompany the C-3A on the

A. The day of the baby lift

AL April 4, 1975.

for Vietnam?

explain what happened and give anybody an interview?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you make any statements for anybody?

A. Yes.

d. Do you remember who?

A, It was a Statement of Collateral and an Accident

Q. Did anyone promise you that your statement was going

to be secretive or otherwise kept confidential?

telling you that?

they did or not.

first learn that you were
so-called baby lift operatic

operation.

Q. Do you remember when that was?

Q. And, where were you stationed at that time?
A. Clark Air Base.
c. what briefing, if any, was given you prior to leavinc

A. We were given a crew briefing, a medical crew brief-
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ing, such as we normally received before we left. Ve were told
that we were picking up the orphans in Saigon, and that is just
about it, that I remember.

Q. All right. Who was in charge of the medical detach-

ment on this aircraft?

A. Captain Mary Klinker.

Q. And, was siie a nurse?

A. Yes.

Q. Did she survive the crash?

A. No, she did not.

Q. Did she krief you?
A. Yes.
Q. Can you tell us what she told you akout -- you know,

gthe significant parts of the trip to say it did involve childre
“and special instructions involving the orphans?

A. I sure can't. I am sorry; I just don't remenber.

Q. Thag is all right.

A. I just don't remember.

Q. Did you take any special eguipment, supplies?

A. We took the medical supplies, a drug kit that the 141
nurses normally carried on their air vac missions. As far as

the other eguipment, I'm not sure what was there. I didn't
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load it.

Q.

that trip?

nhour.

Q.

A.

Q.

A.

The med techs did.

(¢

Were there any cribs or bassinettes for infants?

Not that I know of.

Infant blankets and things of that nature?

Not that I know of.

I don't remember.

How long did the trip take through Saigon?

I believe it is about three hours.

Did anytaing happen of note that you can recall

No.

And, you arrived at the airport in Saigon?

Tan Son Nhut,

yes.

Were the children ready for your departure?

No.

liow long did vou wait

It was longer than 15

Other than that,

minutes,

there?

but it was not

I can't tell you.

how did they arrive?

The children c¢id not

You were on the 1412

arrive at the 141.

I was on the 141 going over.

And, you

were

to come Dback

on the C-53A?

1
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vere

ably

C-5A7

A. I was .to come back on the 141.

Q. Well, you did start back on the C-5A?

A. Yes.
Q. Because there was a change in plans?
A. Yes.

Q. All rignt. At what point did you first see the

A. When I boarded the C-5a.

Q. And, were they already on board at that time?

Al Yes.
Q. And, what was their general condition at that time?
A. They were very warm. It was hot in Vietnam. They

crying. A lot of them were scared.

Q. Did they look healthy?

A. Yes, they did.

Q. Aside from being uncomfortable, they were in reason-

decent shape from your observation?

A. To the best of my knowlecdge, yes.
Q. All right. HLow long were you on the ground in the
I mean, you, personally, before the airplane took off.

Do you remember?

A. I can't tell you. I just don't know.
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Q. What can vou tell us about was there any briefing
given to the children in Vietnam?
Al I have no idea. If there was, it was before I got on.

Q. Right. You didn't hear any?

A. 1 didn't hear any, no.

Q. All right. Was there any new briefing of the medical
people?

A. Yes.

Q. All right. Who gave tlrat?

A. One of the flight crew menbkers and I don't know ais
name.

Q. A1l right. A man?

A. Yes.

Q. Was he a medical person?

A. No. He was a flight crew member.

Q. What did he say?

A. I just can't really tell you. He familiarized us
with the inside of the C-5A troop compartment because I, at
least, had never been inside. Dasically, it was a familiari-
zﬁtion.

Q. He didn't co into what to do in case of an explosive

decompression or anything like that?
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A. No, there was no need for him to.

Q. Mo, but he --

Al Not that I can remember, no.

Q. Okay. Was there any briefing of the personnel other
than the medical people? I am speaking of the civilians on

the airplane by the military?

A. I don't know.

Q. Dia anybody brief you on the oxygen supply for the
gchildren? ~°

A. No.

Q. Where were the children located on the airplane?
; A. The children in the seats uﬁstairs in the troop

compartnent.

'
]
{

|
; Q. were there any children on the lower deck?

|

i A. I don't know because I was never on the lower deck

'other than to walk right through and go upstairs.
|

Q. Did you see any when you went bLy?

A, No.

Q. Was it empty?

Al o, it wasn't empty. I heard things, but I can't

tell you that I saw anything vecause I wasn't familiar with

the inside.
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Q. It was open, the open cavernous area, wasn't it?

Al Right.

Q. And, you know there were people there?
A. I knew there were people there.
Q. All right. And, you don't know whether there were

children or not?
A. I sure don't. I am sorry.

Q. You don't need to apologize; just do the best you car

Do you speak Vietnamese? —~
A. No.
Q. And, you can't recall any instruction that was given

the children about the oxygen or anything like that prior to

leaving?
A. ho.
Q. How many children were there in a seat?
A. There were two per seat; two infants per seat.
Q. Now, in the compartment that you were in, was it a

large compartment?

A. It was pretty large. I don't kncw how many people
it held.
G. Could you give me a rougnh idea of how many seats you

think it would hold?
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A, Ho, I can't.
Q. was it more than 10?
A. Yes.

Q. WWould there have been more than 50?

A. I don't know.

Q. All right. What area of the compartment were you
A. I was in the forward part of the troop compartment.
Q. And, that was near the~latrine?

A. Yes, near the forward latrine.

Q. The forward latrine. ©Now, what is forward of your

area going toward the front of the airplane? Do you remember?

Was there anything between you and the flight deck -- the place

that the pilots steered the airplane?

in?

A. Not in the troop compartment as far as I can recall.
Q. Was there anything past the compartment that you were
That is what I am trying to find out.

A. I don't know.

Q. Do you know whether there were any children forward

of the area that you were in?

A. No.

Q. Do you know whether tliere were any seats forward of
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|

the area that you were in?

A. No, I don't believe.
| Q. You don't believe there were any seats forward of you
| ~A. No.

Q. All right. Was the takeoff uneventful?

|
r A. Yes.
)

| Q. Were you seated any place?
{ A. No, I was not seated?
| Q. You were standing? ~
; A. Yes.
Q. What other adults were in the compartment that you

were in at the time the airplane took of£?

A. There were medical crew members, f£flight crew members,
and some civilian -- American civilian womnen. Other than that,

I don't know of anyone.

Q. All right. Who in the way of medical crew memnbers?

A. Okay, there was Lt. Wirtz, Sgt. liadley, Sgt. Boutwell
Sgt. Gmerek.

Q. These are all medical crew?

A. Yes. Lt. Regina Aune. I believe she was -- maybe
she was a Captain.

Q. Captailn or Liecutenant.
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see,

you

A, Yes.

Q. How do you spell her name?;
A. A-u-n-e.

Q. And, that is pronounced Aune?

A. Aune,

yes.

Q. Anybody else that you can recall?

A. I can't think of anyone else.

Q. All right. Did anyone say to you up to this point

there was

inadequate oxygen“for dll of the passengers in

cempartment?

A. No.

Q. Now, the children that were.located that you could
were they basically little bitty ones?

A, Yes.

Q. What approximate ace would you say?

A. Less than a year.

Q. Less than a year, and weighing about how much would
say?

A, I have no idea. I wouldn't guess.

Q. But, typical year or 1es§ infants?

A. Yes,

Q. Were they generally of Vietnamese extraction?
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l A. As much as I can recall, yes.
Q. Some of them were part Vietnamese and part American

because they were the children of American service men, were

| they not?
i A. I don't know.
| Q. You don't know?

| A. I don't know.

| Q. All right. 1liow were they located in the seats?
Al They were strapped in with pillows in front of them,

i two infants per seat, padded vetween the infant and the seat

‘belt, and they were strapped in.

Q. Okay. Let me see if I can understand it. A child

less than a year old isn't very erect in its posture, is 1it?

A. That is right.
W Q. So, were they sort of lying back against the seat
tback? In other words, was it more or less of a sitting up

position or were they lying prone on the seat?

A. No, it was a sitting up position.
Q. A sitting up position?
A, Yes.

Q. All right. How were they padded?

Al They were padded with small airline pillows, and the;
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were padded with the pillows horizontal over their tummies,

and then the seat belt was around them, but there was a pad

between them and tiie seat belt at all areas that I remember.

Q. Okay. In your group?

A, In my group, yes.

Q. Did you have plenty of pillows for the job?

A. Yes.

Q. And, how many of these little tykes did you have
under your supervision? - )

A, About 13.

Q._ Qkay.

A. 18 to 20.

Q. All right. So that would be -- if we say 18, that

would be nine or ten seats full?

A. Right.

Q. liow many rows would that have been going across the
body of the airplane?

A, One row across the body and two half rows across
from the latrine, as well as I can remember. Those were the

ones that I was responsible for.

Q.

A.

So, you had -- was there an aisle down the middle?

Yes.

NEAL R. GROSS

COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
WASHINGTON, D.C
261-4445



18

] C. And, you had both sides of theaisle up that one row?
A, Yes.
Q. All right. Then, two half rows that were not complet.

because of the location of the latrine?

A. Yes.

Q. However, many seats that was, that was your juris-
diction?

A. Yes. ,

a. And, was that in the axtreme forward end of the
conmpartment?

A. Yes, it was.

Gc. All right. And, the seats faced with the rear of tle

seat in the direction of travel of the airplane or was it the
other way?
A. Yes, we were traveling backwards. The rear of the

seat was towards the front of the aircraft.

Q. The takeoff you say was without incident?
A. As far as I can recall.
Q. As far as yvou can recall. I am not suggesting therc

was. I am just asking. Okay. About how long had you been
flying when the explosive decompression occurred?

A. I can't estimate. I d&on't Xnow.
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Q. So,'you wouldn't want to say in minutes?
A. lio.
Q. You wouldn't want to make any estimate?
A, No.

Q. All richt. What happened when the sudden decompress-
ion occurred?

"A. There was a pop and all the oxygen masks deployed.

C. The air seemed to swish out of there?

A, No. No, it didn't. It did not. I just remember
the pop. I remember the oxygen masks falling.

Q. What kind of noise was it?

~

A. It was a pop.

Q. It wasn't loud?

A. It was loud, but it wasn't overly loud. It is hard
to recall.

Q. I understand and I am just asking yocu to do your

best. When you say pop, if one opens a soft drink that gives

a popping noise. I gather it was much louder than that, or

was itz
_ A. Yes. Yes.
Q. Was it that kind of a noise?
A. As far as I can renember, that is a pretty gocd
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description.

Q. All right. Could you see any small objects flying
around -- little pieces of insulation or anything like that
flying around the outside of the airplane?

A, I saw small pieces of insulaticn and people's hair
but that was it.

Q. And, was there a wing?

A. Not that I recall.

Q. Did anyone explain to you what had happened?
A. I neard the words "“rapid decompression"”.

Q. From somebody, but you don't know who?

A. I donjé know who,"nc.

Q. Had you had flight training?

A Yes.

G. vYou had experienced this before?

A. Yes.

Q. I gather this was your first actual explosive decom-

pression? Is that correct?

A, We had a rapid Qecompression in flight school, but
titis was the first one on.duty.

Q. That is what I meant. You had one in training, but

this was the first one in actuality, other than training, a
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Q.

ing the

Q.
; A.

Q.

A.

Q.

A.

Q.

21

simulated situation.

Yes.

21l right. And, what did you do then when you heard

ﬁthis loué noise of a popping nature? Does that describe it?
|

Yes.
All ricght.

I put on my oxygen nask and immediately started pass-

oxygen masks to the infants. O0Of course, they were too

ismall to use them themselves. - :

They couldn't hold thaom?

No.

All gzéht. And, you had 20 or so?
18 to 20.

18 to 20 kids?

Yes.

So, you couldn't give any one child -- I mean you

i attended them one at a time.

Yes.
And, you didn't have any help?
No.

So, they got only the oxygen that was in whatever --

that was in the air, plus what you could supplement?
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Yes.

22

Did you have an oxygen that you could carry around

No, I did not.

Did you take the mask off?

Not that I recall.

So you stayed with the mask on. That is what you

were instructed to do in school, wasn't it?

A.

Q.

Al

Q.

A.

Yes.

a

Until somebody told you to take it off?

Yes.

—

And, that was a crew nenber?

Yes.

How long was the tube on your mask?

I can't really tell you how long.

Could you reach all of the children?

With my arm and with the tube on my masx, yes,

except

for the back row and I took an oxygen mask from the back row.

I switched and walked back.

G.

All right.

!

So, dié you divide the oxycen more

less equally among the children?

A.

Yes.

NEAL R. GROSS
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Each of the children, if there were 20 and I appreci-

ate that there is some uncertainty as to how many there were,
but using that for easier mathematics, if there were 20 child-
ren, then each of the children got approximately 1/20 of the

oxygen that you got through the mask?

MR. DUBUC: I object to the form of the guestion.

By Mr. Lewis:

c. Or was available to them?
A. Yes. ) ’
MR. DUBUC: Object to the form of the question.
By Mr. Lewis:
Q. All right. Did the masks have headbands?
Al Yes.
] Q. Did they look like one that one sees in a commercial
%aircraft —- the yellow commercial mask? Would you describe it

perhaps I should say.

A.

It was like that. I can't remenber whetiier the cup

was yellow or white or what color it was, but it was the sane.

Q.

of it.

A.

Q.

The color isn't important, obviougly, as the shape

It was about the same size?

Yes, as far as I can remember.

Designed to cover thne mouth and nose?
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Yes.

And, there was a plastic tube of some variety?

Yes.

All right. Were the babies all fastened in at this

point, were they still tied in?

A‘

Q.

Yes.

Nobody had loosened them up from the takeoff. Is

that correct?

A,
Q.
upright
A.
Q.

them?

next to

No. - ’
So, they were all still sitting in a more or less

position with seat belt across them?

As far as I can remember,

yes.

Could you reach all the children without unfastening

No.
You had to unfasten them?

I unfastened the ones next to the window -- the one

the window and then put them back into the seat ana

then fastened themn.

c.
can you

A.

}

What were they doing at this point? In other words,

describe their activity?

The babies?
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MR. DUEBUC: Object. What point are we talking about?

MR. WIS: I am speaking of after the sudden decom-

pression or rapid decompression.

xR. PIPER: Are you talking about the children?
MR. LEWIS: Yes. The little babies.

WITNESS: Some were awake and some were asleep.
By Mr. Lewis:

All right. Some were asleep or were gquiet?

3

.~

They were asleep.
Did any one of them -- were they crying at this point’
None of mine.

—

None of yours were crying. All right. Did you have

I
any trouble with putting oxygen masks over their faces. Did

they fight you in anyway?

A.

Al

Q.

Al

Q.

No.
Were they pale?
No. I didn't notice it.

You didn't notice. Can you cescribe their behavior any

other way? Is there anything else that you noticed about

their behavior until the oxygen masks were taken off?

No.

They were essentially guiet or asleep in your group?
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A. Yes.

Q. Did your group continue to;stay quiet until the
crash?

A. As well as I can recall, yes.

Q. Now, descrike what happened in the crash. Where were

you located physically?

A. I was still in the forward most part of the troop
compartment.
Q. Did anyone tell you that the airplane was going to

crash land?

A, Not in so many words, no.
M.
Q. Was there any announcement over the —-- 1is there a

public address system on the airplane?
Al I don't know.
Q. Do you remember anything that was said over it, if

there was one?

A. I don't remember hearing anything.

G. There wasn't any announcement that you can recall
telling you to co any varticular thing? /

A, Ho.

Q. Prepare for a crash landing or anything like that?

Al One of the medical crew members just yelled for every
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body to brace and that was all.

Q. Did you?

A. Yes.
Q. How were you able to do this?
A. Kneeling on the floor between the seats and bracing

myself across the seats.

Q. When you say between the seats, are you speaking of
the aisle or between two rows?

A. Between two rows.

Q. So, you were between a seat back and a couple of
Vietnamese babégs?

A. Yes.

Q. And, you braced your back against I guess the leading
edge of the front of the seat? Is that what you did? Which
way were you turnead?

A, I was facing toward the front of the aircraft.

Q. Were you facing the back of a seat or the front of

the seat?

A. I was facing the front of the seag.

Q. So you would be facing the children, then?
A. Yes.

Q. Anc, you were seated on the floor?
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A.

seat in

Q.

28

I think I was kneeling on the flcor.

Okay. Xneeling on the floor.

Yes.

'And, you had your arms outstretched?

No, they weren't stiff. I was sort of hugging the
front of me.

All right. <Can you tell us how long it was from

the sudden decompression until the first impact?

A.

Q.

between

off?

A.

Q.

>
Y

I sure can't. No.
I gather you don't know then the period of time
the time you put your mask on and the time you took it
N
No.

All right. Did you have any time to observe anybody

else during that time that vou were trying to give oxvygen to
Y f

the childaren?

I didn't pay any attention. I didn't have time.
I am sure you were guite busy.

Yes. /

Describe the impact, if you will?

I remerber a real hard bump, and I remember somethinc

hot coming througii the orate that was in the very forward most
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part of the troop compartment.

thrown around against the wall.

Q.

A.

Q.

A.

Q.

Were you tiirown against the children?

Not that I remember.

You might have been, but you don't remember?

I don't remember.

Okay.

29

And, then I just remember being

When you say you were thrown against the wall,

you were then moved out of your position in between the seats.

Is that correct?

out.

Yes.

By the course of the --

-

Yes.

I mean you didn't get up and move.

Not that I remember.

What wall did you hit?

You were thrown

I hit the forward, I guess, bulkhead, of the troop

compartment.

Q.

of you to the bulkhead.

A.

And, to do that you had to go over the seat in front

Not necessarily.

Is that correct?

and then gone down the aisle.
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Q. All right. Okay.

A, But I don't.know.

Q. Okay. Were you stunned when you hit the bu
A. I didn't pass out as far as I can recall.
shaken up, but I didn't pass cut.
Q. , Do pgqple that pass out always know that?
MR. DUBUC: I object to the form of the que
How does she know when somebodly passes out, and how d

MR. LEWIS: I am just trying to --

WITKESS: 1I've never passed out. I don't r
know.
By Mr. Lewis:
Q. llave you seen people in your job as a nurse

been unconscious and not necessarily have known that?
A. llaybe not Xnown that they were unconscious;
knew something had happencc.

Q. But in any event, you say you were stunned
Al
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Q. You would have either gone around or over the top.

A. ., Yes.

Q. Because there was a seat between you and that bulk-
hea@.

A. Yes.

lkhead?

I was

stion.

oes ——

eally

who have
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in some
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way or stopped?
MR. PIPER: She did not say that.
WITNESS: I wasn't stunned; I was shaken up just be-~
cause of .what had gone con, but I was not stunned.
By Mr. Lewis:
Q. All right. You had -- ultimately it turned out that
you had a broken bone. Is that cdrrect?
A. Yes.
Q. You didn't feel pain from it at that time, did you?
A, I don't remember that I did.
Q. At ‘'some later point, the fracture was quite painful -

iwasn't it?

A. Yes.

Q. So, you were numb at least to that extent, weren't
you?

A, I don't remember feeling the pain.

Q. All right. When was the first time that you felt
the pain?

A, When I got out the front ~- the hole'in the front of
the troop compariment and tried to pull the crew member out
that was blocking the exit.

Q. Now, just Lefore the impact, what was it like on the
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airplane? Was it quiet?

A. As far as I can remenber, it was very quiet.

Q. Everybody was quiet, waiting for whatever was gbing
to happen?

A. As much as I can remembér, yes.

Q. All right.

A. It is not very clear any longer.

Q. I understand. The adults and the children were all

>

quiet and then'the impact?

A. Yes.

0. Thdat ;s the best to your recollection?

A. ‘ That is the best.

Q. Yow, the hole that you described was, I gather, not
cesigned by the airplane. In other words, it was caused Ly

the crash. Is that right?

-

Al The hole that was ultimately tlhere was not part of

the design.

Q. So, it was part of the collision -- result of the
collision. §#ho was in the hole? ‘

A. Sgt. Parker, I believe.

Q. Do you know how he got there?

A, No, I don';.
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Q. Do you know where he was prior to impact?
A. He was somewhere rear of my position, but I don't

know where.

Q. . Lid you see him forward at any time?

A. No.
Q. Was he making any noise or calling for help?
A, Ho.

C. And, then vyou tried to pull him out of the hole?

>

A. Yes.'

Q. And, then you noticed for the first time that you hac

an injury of some kind?

; A. Yes.

§ Q. Did somebody come to aelp you?

|

i Al There was a yvoung boy outside the aircraft at tuis

{point. Ile had crawled through the same hole and he tried to
[

i

' help ne.
G. Was he a passenger on the airplane?
A. Yes,
f c. And, were you both successful? .
‘ A, NO, we ware not.
Q. liow was he finally extracted from the hole?
A. I don't know.
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Q. You weren't able to do 1it?

A, No.

Q. That was the first thing that you did after the plane
came to rest, that was to help Sgt. Parker?

A. Yes.

Q. What did you do after that, after you found that you
couldn't help Sgt. Parker?

A. When I found that I could not -- ny goal was to
clear the holersoc we could use it-as am exit to get the
children out. I crawled kack through the hole and realized
that if we ha@ to use it, we could. It was big enough. Ve
could cet arouna him, and we started carrying babiles out.

Q. What was Sgt. FParker's condition at this time?

MR. DUBUC: I want to note my objection. Sgt. Parker
case has been discontinued -- on the relevancy of that.

WITNESS: Should I answver ghe question?

MR. LEWIS: Yes.

WITNESS: Would you repeat it, please?

By Mr. Lewis: .

Q. I am not askinc¢ you for a complete diagnosis, but I
am just asking you what was Sgt. Parker's ccndition from your

observation?
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A. Okay. He was lying on

that I did or saia.

the
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cround. He didn't respond

Q. He appeared to be fair and clean.

A. . Yes.

Q. Now, the children that you were able to get out at
first, were they your charces -~ the ones from the front of
the compartment?

A. Yes, I handed them toward the back of the compartment
where the exits are -- the real exits -- to one of the flight

crew members. Ve just handed them up the aisle, one at a time.

Q. And, were they gquiet during this period?

A. They were crying.

Q. And, they were all taken out of the airplane?
A. Yes.

0. Did you see them after that?

A. I saw some of them in the Seventh Day Adventist

Hospital in Saigon.

Q. Do you know wiiich ones?

A. No. )

C. Do you know how many?

A. No.

Q. What were they actually pihysically doing in the
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hospital when you saw them?
A, I remember seeing some of them sitting on the floor
in the hall up against the wall. That part of it is very,

very fuzzy.

Q. They weren't crawling around; they were just sitting
there?

Al I don't rerember any of them crawling arouncd.

Q. They were just sitting there watching people go by.

A. Yes.” o )

Q. How young were these children?

A. These'are the infants I am talking about.

Q. So, we are talking about children less than a vyear

lor around a year ola?

A. Yes.

! - s -

i Q. Could you give us any idea of how many you saw therc?
A. Ho, I can't.

Q. Was it 30 or 4072

Al I don't know. I just don't know.

Q. Did you ever see them after that? '

A. No.

Q. Prior to the flight these children were scared, I
gatner.
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A. Yes.
Q. Were they frightened after  the accident?
A. They were crying. They were crying.

Q.. Did they appear frightened to you?
A. Not the babies.
Q. That what I mean.

A. Not the babies.

Q. How were they behaving?

A. They were just crying, for wiratever reason babies
cry -- uncomfortable -- I don't know.

Q. Do you know what physical examinations was given

i the babies?
A. No, I don't know.

Q. Do you know whether anybody gave them any clinical

|
i tests or high altitude sickness decompression?
|
i A. No, I don't know.

0. Did you see any of the children at Clark Air Force
Base?

A. Ho. .

Q. To your knowledge, did all the adults have the same

supply of oxygen that you had?

A. To my knowledge, yes.
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Q. Do you know how many
of the airplane?
A.

No, I don't.

Q. Do you know how many
of the aircraft?

A.

others for sure.

I know Sgt. Parker i, L

33

vabies died in the upper vart

wiults died in the upper part of

ut I don't know how many

Q. Did you see any of tu¢ women?

A. I don't understand. Wiaen? :

Q. While you were still {u the aircraft?

A. Yes, there was one wowan lying on the floor who looke
seriously injured to re.

Q. Who was that?

(No response)

Q. You may have told nw
A, I don't know.

c. He was not a medical
A. Ee was a flight crow

his job was.
Q. I was just trying tuo

flight crew. There wasn't any

children at the crash site, w...

“ut what was Sgt. Parker's jobsz

vovaon?
mewler, but I don't know what
vwinlinguish between medical and

truwy for examination of the

Thore?
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A.

Q.
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At the crasn site, no.

I mean there wasn't a medical team or any examination

at that time?

A.

Q;

! Base?

Q.

No.

So whatever examination was done, either had to be

| done at the Seventh Day Adventist Hospital or Clark Air Force

As far as I know.
If any was done?

I don't know.

Do.ybu feel you are knowledgeable in high altitude

injuries or space medicine?

No. ©Not any longer, if ever.
If ever?
Yeah.

So, is it fair to say ma'am that you aren't really,

that you don't really feel professionally capable of diagnos-

ing high altitude injury or decompression injury, if such

exists in a childaz

MR. DUBUC: I object to the form of the cquestion.
MR. BATTOCCLI: I can't hear what you are saying.

MR. DUGBUC: I object to the form of the gquestion. I
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-don't know what it means. Space injury.

f

MR. LEWIS: I said space medicine.
MR. PIPER: You said space injury.

MR. LEWIS: I am sorry. I'll state it again. I

iwant to be clear.

By Mr. Lewis:

Q. . As.a nurse, do you feel gualified to diagnose -- I
mean consicdering yvour level of training. I appreciate other

‘o

i
1
i
‘nurses might be in a different situwation. Do you feel qualifie

%to diagnose decompression injuries, if such exist, in infants?
E A. I wouldn't at this point, but I did then. Not
idiagnose, possibly, but pick up the symptoms and know what to
gdo with it and how to cdeal with it.

Q. I understand. You mean you were trained to give
;Qxygen and to do variocus things, whatever could be done in
iorder to treat the children?

A. Yes.

Q. Cn a -- I don't know what the word would be -- but

on a clinical, whatever you could do to help people under
tﬁose circumstances?

A. Yes.

Q. Were you then qualified to tell what percentage of
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oxygen at sucl anc such an altitude results in suchi and such
!

a neurological injury?

MR. DUBUC: I object to the form of the question --
such and such and such and such.

MR. LEWIS: I am just trying to give a general
statement.

MR. DUBUC: I am objecting to the form of the guest-

MR..LEWIS: I understand-and there is no need to

MR. DUECGC: I dig.

MR. LEWIS: Thank you.

WITHESS: Would you please repeat 1it?

MR. LEWIS: Surely.
By Mr. Lewis:

Q. I am just trying to find out if you are the person
that I should ask about the details of high altituce injuries.
If you are cqualified to discuss it on a medical level, I want
to asik you about it. If you are not -- and I am not saying
either way because-I know I'm not, for sure, I won't take up
our time.

MR. PIPER: At this point, I would like to interject
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[
‘a general objection. As in the previous depositioch, it is

iapparent that !r. Lewis is reading from and perhaps in some way
| .

‘formulating constriction from an air force publication that was

‘not in effect in any form either the day of the accident or
iobviously up to date when the witness tcok her medical training
i

MR. DUBUC: I join the objection. I join the

objection.

MR. LEWIS: Good. Thank you.
MR. PIPER: BAnother guestion.
MR. LEWIS: I said thank you.

MR. PIPER: You are welcome.

By Mr. Lewis: N

| G. Do you know what the term "time of use for conscious-—
'ness" means?

A. Yes.
i
I Q. Will you tell ne?
1
‘ A. Tine of use for consciousness means the time between
-- it is hard to put into words -- it is the time you nhave that
yvou are useful after your supply of oxygen is decreased. It
would be my tine of usefulness after the rapid decompression
until I donned my oxygen nasii.

Q. Okay. In other words, it is the time you have to act
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before you are rencdered incapable of acting. Is that what you

mean?

A. If you don't donn your oxygen mask, yes.
Q. Do you have any idea, ma'am, how long you went before

you put your oxygen mask on?

Q. Did it come on immediately?
A. Yes.
Q. Cid you have any type of-anxiety reaction as a result

of the events? In other words, were ycu frightened?

’ A. I grabbed it immediately when it fell.
} A. I was frightened.
: 0. I am not suggesting tliere is anything demeaning in
‘it, anybody would.

A. I den't believe you coulc call it an anxiety reaction
as such, but I was frightened.

Q. Were you very, very frightened?

MR. PIPER: Objection to the form of the guestion.

By Mr. Lewis:

Q. Were you? -
A. No.
Q. Did you notice anybody else that was?
MR. PIPER: I object to that in that it is such vague

NEAL R. GROSS

COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
WASHINGTON, D.C.
261-4445



44

terms as very, very. Did you notice anykody else wvho was very,
very? I think we are just way off bases.

MR. LEWIS: 1I'll rephrase.

By lr. Lewis:

Q. Did you notice anybody else who was quite frightened
following the accident?

A, Na.

Q. What was your level, in your judgment now, of your

e
capacity to observe the post accident?

Al I don't think I understand what you mean.

Q. I want to know whether you feel that you were quite
alert or whether you were because of the accident and injuries
whether your alertness was impaireé in any way kecause of the
events that had occurred to you?

A. Ckay. My alertness was not impaired, but in a situat
ion like that, I tend to focus on certain specific things and
not the overall picture. It is a tunnel vision thing. You
want to get the job done; that is your inmediate goal, and you
don't notice the other things. :

Q. o, there were many things that you might not have
noticed that could have occurred.

A. Yes.
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; Q. Because you were concantrating on certain things.

;

; A, Yes.

E Q. And, what were you concentrating on parﬁicularly?

g AL At what point?

|

: Q. From the time of the accident until you were treated
yourself.

A. Getting the babies out of the aircraft.

Q. And, you were concerned with fire, weren't you?
e
A. Yes.
Q. And, you thoucht there was some risk of a further

catastronhe, I. gather?
A. I thought so because of the fact that I had felt the

heat in my face.

Q. You were slightly burned, too, weren't you?
A, Sinced a little bit around the ears. That was it.
: Q. You had smelled smoke and there did seem to be some

levidence of fire?
A. I didn't smell anything; I felt it.
Q. The heat? :
A. The heat.
Q. And, of course, you knew as an air force nurse that

fire can follow an aircraft accident?
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A. Yes.

Q. So, you were concentrating on getting the kids out of
the airplane, and away from any further danger?

A. Yes.

Q. Were you also -- did that take all of yodr time? Or
were you able to devote any attention to taking care of some
of the adults that had been injured?

A. I covered the adults with blankets, but other than
that there jugf wasn't anything I could ‘do.

Q. What happened to the human beings on the lower deck?

A. I aon't know;

Q. What happened to the lower deck?

A. I don't know that either.

Q. Was it there after the crash?

A, Not unless it was under us in the rice --

Q. You didn't see it? -

A. Mo, it was not in my immediate vicinity.

Q. Were the wincgs broken off the airplane?

A. I didn't see them.

Q. You didn't notice them?

A. No.

Q. All right. Did you notice the condition of the
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A.

Q.
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In other words, the hull section?
No.

So, you couldn't tell us how many pieces the hull

daction was in?

A.

Q.

No.

I gather you would take a child and hand it to some-

hody else and there was sort of a bucket brigade to get them

| out.

A. Yegi

Q. What happened at the other end of the chain?

A. I don't know. I wasn't at the other end.

Q. You don't know whether the babies were taken off
someplace?

A. I heard helicopters.

Q. So you think they were being evacuated in sone way?

A. In sorme way, I assumed. I never did go out of the
aircraft until I left after I crawled back in.

Q. So, you crawled back in -- now, you are speaking of .
tiie hole or the doorway?

A. The hole.

. You crawled back in the hole?

A, Yes.
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Q. This was a hole in the front where there had been no
before?

A, Yes.

Q. Were you looking for other survivors?

A. I wasn't looking for survivors. I was tr?ing to get

Parker out of the hole.

Q.

A.

Q.

A.

Q.

This is a second time?
No. This was the only one time I went out.
That was right in the beginning.

That is right.

And, .then the time you left the airplane afterxr

the children had been evacuated.

A, Yes.

Q. You didn't see them but to pass them out.

A. Yes.

Q. Did you find any children that had come out of
belts?

A. I found one.

Q. Was it one of your charges? '

A. I don't think so. I don't know for sure.

G. was it a Vietnamese chiild?

A, As far as I can recall.
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Was it a tiny baby? I mean, was it the size we have

.been talking about?

Yes.

And, where was it located?

The babyiwas on the fioor, under a seat ésleep.
Did you pick it up?

Yes, that was the last baby that I handed out.
What did it do when you picked it up?

WOgé up and cried.

And, then what did you do with it?

Handed it up to the sergeant that was in front of me

and hie handed the baby up to the next person.

Q.

A.

Was this near the last of the children?

It was the last one that I handed up. I had gone

thirough the aircraft in the back to make sure that all the

babies were out. It was the last one that I found.

Q.

Did any of these children have anything with them

when they were on the airplane -- a little bag of personal

effects, papers, or anything like that?

Yes.
Where were tney after the crash?

They were pinned to the front to the shirt or the
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Q.
A.
Q.
A.

some we
Q.

A.

lwitness.

A.

Q.

January

-

Al

30

wrapping that the children had on and they were still pinned.

When you last saw them.
When I last saw them. Some we took locse.

What do you mean?

They nadn't come loose as far as I remember, but

took loose because they were big and they were bundle-

some and we just couldn't deal with everything.

Do you know whether they got out of the airplane on

| the baby or ﬁot?

I don't know.
MR. LEWIS: That is all the questions I have of this
Thank you.

CROSé‘EKAHINATION
By Mr. Battocchi:
Ms. Weal, when did you first go into the air force?

I went on active duty in January of 1973.

llad you been connected with the air force in any

capacity before January 19732

I joined October 1972.

And, where were you stationed from October 1972 to

19732

I was at home waiting to go on active duty.
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Q. Was that somewhere in Inulana?

A Yes.

Q. Where vere you first stationed after January 19732
A. E¢lin Air Force Base in Florida.

Q. For uow long were you stationed in Florida?

A. January 1973 to January 1974.
Q. Wnere were you stationed after January 197472
A. I was TDY from January 1974 till akout mid February

Y-

at Brooks Ailr Force Ease in San Antonio.l

Q. Then, where dicd you go?

A, Then: I went to Clark Air Base in the Phillipines.
Q. Were you there until April 19732

A, Yes.

Q. when did you leave the gir force?

A. I separated larch 5, 1975, I believe. I am sorry,

May 5, 1975.

Q. t would have to be after the accident.
A. Yes.
Q. Yod testified, if I recall correctly, ‘that you flew

from Clark to Vietnam in a C-141.
fie YeS.

Q. liad you flown on C-141 once before?
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A.

Q.

52

Ho.

Were you a flight nurse £rom January 1973 until April

No, I was a flight nurse from February 1574.

And, what kinds of planes did you £1ly in from Felkru-

ary 1974 until May 5, 12752

C-9 Nightengale.

Is that a hos?ital configured airplane?
Yegi . *

Did it have a rear cargo'door?

Yes,. not cargo. We didn't carry cargo.

But a door that you opened in the Lack and went down

the grouncé?

A,

Q.
A.

Q.

A.

Q.

A.

0.

:Yes.

Passengers cculd come up tihat door?

Yes.

Did you ever observe that door open and closed?
Yes.

Did you ever obLserve any problems with the opening

and closing of thiat door?

On the C-97?

Yes.
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No.
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Did you ever observe any problems with the opening

or closing of the doors on the C-3A?

A.

I never Gid observe the opening and closing of

doors on the C-3Si.

Q.

Did you marry an air force man?
Yes.

las he flown air force planes?
Yeé: he has.

lias he flown C-5A's?

Ho.

llas he flown 141's?

No.

‘lias he flown 130's?

0.

Is iils last name Lieal?

Yes, it is.

What is his first name?

Con.

Is he still in the air force?
lio, he isn't.

When was e last in the air force?
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rear carg¢o door of tlie C-5A

Al

Q.

lie separated in Noverber 1574.

What dicd he £1y7?

tie flew the LC-140.

As a pilot?

Yes.

Did you ever talk with him about the aft ramp or the
's?
No.

Did you ever hear from him or from anyone else of any

problernis that were reported a rumor with the rear doors in the

C-5A's?

A.

Q.

iio.
MR. DUBUC: I will object to that.

By !ir. Battocchi:

Wwere you ever on any £flig¢ghts that were aborted becaus:.

of mechanical »nroblems with an aircraft?

A.
G.
one?

A.

long to

lio.

Were you in any other aircraft acciceints besides this
ro.

Did you give a statement approximately seven pages

a Col. Waxstelin?
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A. Yes.

Q. Did you write that statement out yourself?

A. I gave it verbally.

Q. Okay. And, how was it transcribed in the form of a
statement?

A. I éon't remember.

Q. Did you dictate to a tape recorder?

A. Yes.

Q. I see, and then the statement- came out to you for

signature? *

A, Yes..

Q. Anc, did you read it and sign it?

A. Yes.

Q. 1 am cgoing to ask you a question that may seem a

littlé silly to you, but I have to do it for the record. You
put in the statement the truth as best as you recalled, didn't
you? Is that correct? -

A. Yes.

Q. You had absolutely nothing to hidewhen you gave this

statement, did yocu?

A. No.
Q. And, similarly, when you gave the statement to the
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member of the Accident Board that you had given ea;iier, you
had nothing to hide.
MR. VAN NUYS: Objection.
By Mr. Battocchi:
Q. Do‘you have any problem at all with our reviewing
the statement that you gave to Col. Waxstein?

A. No.

Q. Do you have any problem at all with our obtaining the

copy of the statement that you gave, tc the Accident Board?

A. No.
Q. Have,K you ever sceen that statement you gave to the

Accident Board?

A. I don't think. I don't remember, though; i£ has
been fouriyears. I just don't remember.

Q. When you -- how long after the accident was it that
you gave thils statement to, is it Col. Raympnd? Was he the
one who took the statement?

Al Yes.

Q. How long after the accident was it that you gave the
statement to Col. Raymond?

A, I don't rerenier.

Q. By the time vou gave the statement, was it clear to
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you that you had nothincg to do with causing this accident?

A, I never did really think thét I had.

Q. There was no doubt about that, was there?

A. No, I don't think so.

Q. Do you remember Col. Raymond coming to you and saying
to you anything like this -- perhaps you might feel that you

were at fault or responsible for this accident and therefore

we are going to promise you confidentiality or secrecy. Did

anything like that happen?

A.

C.

soever of

]

No.
MR. DUBUC: I object to that question.

MR. PIPLR: I object.

By Mr. Battocchi:

Is it fair to say that you have no recollection what-

Col. Raymond ever promising you any confidentiality

or sccrecy?

A.

Yes, I can say that.

MR. BATTOCCHI: I have no further guestions. Thank

you very much.

)

CROSS EXAMIUATION
By Mr. Dubuc:

I am going to ask some guestions about your state-
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ment. I will show you a copy of the
collateral board crnzisting of seven
to take a look at it and see if that
your statement that you gave to Col.

A, All right.

58

statement given to the
pages. I would like you
is an accurate copy of

Waxstein.

(Whereupon, the document was
shown to the witness.)

A. As far as I can tell, it is the ocne.

-

MR. DUDBUC: Could we nmark, that Exhibit i for identifi-

L4

cation.

MP. BATTOCCHI: Can we identify that as a particular

'tab to the collatcral report, also?

MR. DUBUC: Sure. It is Tab 15.

:MR. BATWOCCHI: Tab 15. Thank you.

(Whereupon, Defendant's Exhibit
H was marked for identification.

By Mr. Dubuc:

Q. I believe you answerec the

guestion as to how you

went from Clark Air Force Base to Saigon, and I think you said

you went on a C-141. Is that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. ilow was that configured?
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w7e had cargo in the back, and there were a few seats

in the forward part closest to the flight deck of the cargo

conpartment. ;

Q.

When you say a few, how many would that be? Hore

than 10, less than 19, more than 20, less than 207?

A.

Yot more than 20.

And, werc you carrying cargo?

Ye's..;.

Were you also carrying medical equipment?
.

Yes.

Had you ever been on a 141 before?

I had been in one.

You had never flown on one?

Ho.

Is that airplane subject to rceconfiguration -- in

other words, can you change if from an all cargo plane to an

all passenger plane, or a partial masscnger and partial cargo

as it was when you flew on 1t?

A.

Q.

Al

Yes.
liow do they do that -- just put in different seats?
I am not sure how they do it. I cdon't know.

jijave you ever seen the C-141 tully passenger
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iconfigured?

; A. A mockup in flight school,. I believe.

é Q. Were you trained on a 141 that belongs to the C line:
; A. I was trained very vaguely in flight school. Vaguel;
!

is not the right word, but very minimally and then I was
qualified on the C-Y at Clark when I got to the squadron.

Q. Do you rccall how many seats there are on a C-141 in

passenger configured?

.

A. No.

N

| Q. Po you reccall how many seats there are on a C-9 when

fully passenger configured?

A, I think there are forty some. I believe.
Q. You mentioned the briefing that you had that was give

I think you said Clark Air Force 2ase in the Phillipines by

Capt. Klinker.

A. Yes.

Q. Low lony did that briefing last?

A, I aon't rerember, just a few minutes. -

Q. More than 10 or less than 10?

A, I don't Anow.

Q. I think vou also referred to a briefing you received

when you boarded the C-5 airplane as to troop compartment
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faniliarization.

A. Yes.

Q. How long dic that briefing last?

A. Again, just a few minutes. I can't tell vou how
long.

Q. wWhat was includec in that Lriefing?

A. Interior familiarization -- exits, where the coffee.

was, wihere tlle juice was, where the infant supplies were.

Q. Were they carrying any life rafts?

A. T don't know.

Q. Do you recall it bheing mentioned in your briefing?

A. I don't remember it, if it was.

Q. Did you see anyv life rafts?

A. ﬁo.

Q. Would you recognize a life raft station if you saw
one?

A. Yes.

Q. In your statement which we marked Exhibit U for

identification on the first vage, about midway down the page
there is a reference to a nunber of vehicles about the C-3. Do
You sce that sentence?

A Yes.
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Q.

sentence?

A.

Q.

when the

in respon
A.

Q.

rent to t
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1

MR. BAUTCCCHI: For clarity, can we read it into the

cause I don't see it.

y Mr. Dubuc:

o)

The sentence says that there were guite a few vehicle

taround the C-5 and it sezmed like a lot of confusion. See that

Yes.

dow many vehicles did you observe, gpproximately?

I cdon't know; I dicdn't count them.

Were they military type vehicles?

I don't remember.

Did ycu okserve any porticn of the unloading process
aircraft arrived in Saigon?

.When the C-5 arrived?

Yes.

No.

You mentioned that there were two children per seat
se to some of !Mr. Lewis's questions. )

Yes.

In your statement on page one, there is also a state-

hat effect: "There were two bables to a seat.”
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Q. Do you see that?
A. Yes.
Q. There is also a reference three sentences later, I

think it is, which reads: "We have the older children locoking

lafter the younger children who were seated in the seats next

[to them.” Do you see that?

j A. Yes.

|
Q. liow many "older children" approximately were there?
A. I don't know because I just naoticed that as I was

walking through to my stationm in the forward part. I have no
idea.

Q. When you use the tgrm olcer children, what age ¢rous
wvere you referring to?
A. tAnywhere fron. 5 to 9, maybe a few years older than
taat; kids who were not tesnagers.

Q. Were these older children in many of tine seats with

a youncer cnila?

A. There were none back wiere I was. N

. And, that would include one full row and two nalf
rows.

A Yes.

Q. You do refer to tile fact that they had older chilcra:
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looking
A.
Q.

A.

after yocuncger children seated next to them.

Holding juice bottles.

Were there a fair nunber of these older children?

I remenber guite a few, not half.

Slightly less than half.

Less than half; I don't know how much less than half.

You rmean less than half of the total number of

children in the troop conmnpartment were older children?
= L

Al

Q.

s

Yes.

Viere those children that you described as older

children, in your opinion as a nurse, capable of hold an

oxygen mask to their mouths?

A,

Q.

aboarcac.

several

Some were.

Some of the olcder in that ace group?

Yes.
You mentioned some ladies who brought the orphans

It is also in that first pace paragraph. In fact,

lines that read: "There were ladles who had brought

the orphans to the aircraft sitting around the rear loading

ramp at

the bottom of tihe stairs.

M. BATTCQCCEI: Rear loading ramn?
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By Mr. Dubuc:

Q. Two sentences later: "The - -ladies apparently were to
accompany the children."” Did some of those ladies acconpany
the children and ricde in the troop compartment?

A. I don't remember any specific women. I don't know
if it was the women that I saw downstairs that were upstairs
with us.

Q. Do:you know approximately how many women there were?

A. No, I don't.

C. I think you indicated in response to one of iir.
7

Lewis's gquestions that all of the adults were not seated; in

other words, they did not have restraining devices. Is that

right?
A. ‘I did not know of any that were seated.
Q. Was Sgt. Parker one of tliose who was not seated?
A. I don't know; he was belhiind me.
Q. Were Lt. Aune and Lt. Wirti also either standing or

not restrained by any seat belt? .

A. As far as I know, but I didn't see then.
Q. liow about S¢t. Hadley, Sct. Eoutwell, and Sgt. Gnercl:
A. he same g¢goes for them. I did not see wihere they

were positioned or how itlhiey were positionec.
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G. But to your best recollect;on, none of the adults had
any seat belts?

A. That is correct.

MR. LEWIS: Attention. She said that she didn't see
them. She doesn't know. So how can she have a best recollect-
ion that they didn't have seat belts if she didn't see them?

I think you are not being fair to the witness.

By -Jir. Dubuc:

Q. I'll refer to your statement on page two. About a
quarter of'the way down the page, you state: "As far as I
know no crew members, flight or medical, or civilian had seats.
Do you see that sentence?

A. Yes.

Q. VDoes that refresh your recollection as to whether
any of the crew members, medical crew members or civilians,
or flight crew members had seats?

A, I didn't see anyone that did.

Q. And, your recollection at the time you éave this

.

statement was better than it is today. Is it not?

A. I would say so, yes.
Q. And, that is the way you recorded then. Is that
correct?
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A. Yes.

Q. And, that is true andé accurate. Is it not?

A. As far as I can tell you, vyes.

G. All right. You mentioned in response to some of

Mr. Lewis's questions that in the bec¢inning when the children

were on the airplane, many of them were crying. 1Is that

correct?
A. Yes.
Q. - And, does there come a time when most or all of them

are quieted down or asleep or took nourishment?
A. A lot of them did after we took off.

Q. And, is that possibly because it became a little

cooler?
A. Yes, it was.
Q. You mentioned on page two of your statement, a

twelve year old boy. Do you see that?
A. Yes.
Q. Is this the same boy that attempted to help you ¢o

through the hiole inside tihe aircraft?

A. Yes, he 1is.
Q. Do you know wiere he was seated?
A. As well as I can remermber, he had been back to the

NEAL R. GROSS

COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
WASHINGTON, D.C.
261-4445



i

|

in a seat.

Q.

'latrine, and he was seated fairly close to me. I remember sece-

'ing him but I can't tell you exactly where he was. He was not

The load -- not the loaamaster because I cdon't

know —-- one of the flight crew was by me in the rear and he

had the twelve year old boy sit against something.

During the time you were trying -- he was trying to

assist you to evacuate children througn that hole, did you have

|
i
roccasion to talk to him?

A.

Q.

A.

i Q.

.as 5 to 5,

P

Yes, I did. He was not trying to assist me in evacu-

.
ating children through the hole.

Ch, I see. %as he able to speak English?
Yes.
With respect to these older children you described

did any of them get together and could they speak

Englisii, do you know?

appear to

A.

I don't Xknow.

You described this twelve year old child as an Ameri-

Yes.
Were any of thiose older clhrvildren 5 to 9 Americans, or
be 2Americans?

I didn't see any that dia.
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Q. Did you talk to any of the other childreﬁ in the
troop compartment?

A, No.

Q. Do you know of any other mecdical crew member who
talked to any of the children?

A. I don't know anyone specifically, but there were
medical crew members assigned to those children.

Q. Yo%_answered sorne gquestions about how it sounded at

-

the time of the rapid decompression. Do you rememver those

guestions?
A. Yes.
Q. You described it as a loud pop and you compared it

to perhaps an exaggerated opéning of a soda pop bottle. Is
that right?
A. Yes.
MR. LEWIS: I think she said a scoft drink can.
By Mr. Dubuc:
G. Was it a soft drink can or a socda Lottle?
A. I don't remermver wiat I said. I really don't dis-
tinguish one --
Q. Well, how would you compare it? Did it sound like

the opening of a soda bottle or did it sound like an opening of
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a soft drink can?

A. It was not a tinny sound; it was orobably more like
a soda bottle. Now, that vou say it, it was a full pop. It
wasn't a click.

Q. Did you hear anything else in connection with that
sound? ©Did you hear any other sound in connection with, prior
to or right after you heard the pop?

A. Yo, I didn't.

! Q. None at all? . :

é‘ A, ﬁothing that stuck in my memory.

% Q. You were focusing on the gop. Is that correct?

é A. If you would like to say that, yes.

5 Q. In your statement on page two, towards the bottom of

i
i

I the page, yvou described what you heard, and the sentence reads:
"It was just almost a classic textbook rapid decompression, the

' way we had learned it at flight school, which is wihy I think

everyone reacted so well because we had been through it befcre

in flight school and a training situation."' Do you see that
sentence?

A. Yes.

Q. And, when you use the words "classic textbook rapid

deconpression”, wiat do you mean?
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A. A loud sound, condensation in the air; there was a
Eslight feeling of coolness -- not much, but just enough that
you could tell. Things came loose around the interior of the
aircraft. Nothing flew around, but it tore the bits of the
linsulation apart.

Q. And, that is something you say you were trained to

anticipate in flight school. Is that correct?

A. Yes.
% Q. Did they give you any circumstances or possible

‘situations where you might experience such a classic decomnpres-

ision?
?
A. Yes.

Q. What were sorme of those?

I A. A hole in a pressurized aircraft and anything that
would cause a hole, like collision in midair, a window bLlowout

+==— anything that would cause a lole in a pressurized cabinet.

|
Q. liow, you were trained *to be a flight nurse on an air

vac tvpe flight medical crew. Is that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. And, in connection with that kind of activity, would
it ke anticipated that the aircraft micht find the areas where

there was combat or near ccrlat?
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A. I don't know whether it was anticipated or not. I
don't think anyone really ever said.

Q. In connection with your training as to classic text-
book rapid decompression, was the possibility an aircraft being
struck by gun fire or missile suggested or mentioned?

A. Mentioned, not suggested.

Q. That would cause a hole because of rapid deconpres-—
sion. '{

A. That is right. . N

Q. I Lelieve you were asked some qhestions about the
training you received as to recognizing or dealing with;
passengers wiho might be the subject of the effects of the
rapid decompression. Do you remember those gquestions?

A, 1Yes.

. I believe there were also sorme technical guestions
asked of you concerning whether you aad been trained to recog-
nize symptomns of lack of oxygen or hypoxia as it is sometimes
called. 1Is that what you call hypoxia?

A, Yes.

Q. What training did you receive as to the recognition
of such symptoms?

A e went through the altitude chamiter ourselves so
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that we would know wihat the symptoms felt like wheﬁ we exper-
ienced them. Also, there was classroom training, including
the size and symptoms of hypoxia.

Q. 2And, what were they according to your training?

A. The two that I remember the most and the two that
I can pull out of my hat right now are duslkiness, paleness,
and sleepiness, an inability to function to your capacity
when you arelglert.

Q. Now, did you observe any of those symptoms on any of
the childr;n or passenvers that were within your care and con-
trol after the decompression up to the time of impact, the
time of the accident?

A, o, I did not.

Q. .Did you observe any of thicse symptoms as to any of
those passengers that were under your control or care or Fhat
you may have handled during the evacuation exhibit those

symptons?

A. rlo.
Q. Now, I think you describced the procedure by which

you administered supplemental oxygen to those children who
were assigned to you in the various seats.

n htd
fia 1€S.
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Q. I think you mentioned that in doing thatvyou at somnre
point from time to time switched oxygen masks from one you
initially used to perhaps another one in the vicinities where
you could reach all of the children.

A, Yes.

Q. And, of course, during the time you switched you were
not getting oxygen, yourself, were you?

A. Nou

Q. And, did you have a regular sequence of doing that
so that you were working in an attempt to constantly administer
some supplement oxvgen to each of those children on a regular
basis?

A. Yes, I did.

Q. Now, in connection with your training on hypoxia or
theAlack of oxygen, was it mentioned -- during your training
in connection with the effects of hypoxia or the lack of
oxygen, were you given any indication that it is a function of
altitude and time from which you are not getting oxygen?

A, Yes.

Q. Do you recall any figures as to the maximum altitude
with which you can function for any period of time without the

use of oxygen? 10,000 feet or 13,000 feect cor 25,000 feet?

A}
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A. llo, that comes off a graph and there is no reason to
really know it.

Q. Now, in a situation where, say an aircraft is at

23,000 feet and the rapid decompression occurs and the aircraft

. immediately begins to descend, as the aircraft descends, the

time during which you can get along without oxygen increases,
does it not?
A Yes.

Q. And, at some point you reach an altitude somewhere

;between 23,000 feet and 10,000 feet, for example, where you

'do not need oxygen at all. TIs that correct?

A. That is correct.

Q. Does the figure 13,000 feet have any significance to

"vou in that connection?

A, It doesn't mean anything to me anymore. I have bLeen

- away from it too long.

Q. I believe in response to some guestions, you indicats
that you were thrown forward in some way and were shaken up
by hitting the forward bulkhead. Is that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. Do I understand your testimeny, however, that you

believe vour percesntive powers to have remained in tact?
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A Yes.

J. And, indeed, your powers to functicn and to aid in

1

ievacuation of the children remained in tact, did they not?

; A. I believe so, vyes.
|
Q. In fact, you conversed with a twelve year old boy in

an attenpt to move somebody from the hole you described.

A. Yes.

Q. In' connection with your nursing, where did you taxke

'your nursing training? ) -

A. ;he University of Evansville in-Indiana.

Q. And, did you worix at all in any civilian capacity as
~a nurse before going in the air force?

; Al Yes, I worked all through my training, and I also

‘worked for six months in my home town civilian hospital before

I went on active duty.

. What hospital?
ﬂ A. Perry County lilemorial liospital in Tell City, Indiana.
Q. And, did that training include a number of semester

hours ana also a substantial amnount of experience in pediatrics
A. Yes.
Q. Did you have any specialty -- do you have any special

interest in your nursing career?
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A. No.

Q. I think you mentioned for the most part those persons

that you observed and those other perscons in the troop compart-

ment that you could hear were called prior to the impact as
they sat were strapped in. Is that correct?

A. As much as I can remember, yes.

Q. I think you mentioned that after the impact -- at

the time of impact, was there some noise?

A. I just don't remember:
Q. There was a bump, was there not?
A. Yes. -

U After impact, was there some talking and some people
moving around and some atmosplere urgency and some fairly loud
voices shouting directions and that sort of thing?

A. Yes.

Q. Is that the kind of circumstance that you would expec
might excite a small infant ané perhaps make them cry?

A. Yes.

Q. And, would you attribute those infants that were
crying that you described as such to have kLeen motivated by
those circumstances?

A. I don't know.
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0. You mentioned that you did not notice anyone in the

troop compartment who was very f{rigihtened. Do you remember
those guestions?
| A. No, I don't.

TR I believe you indicated that you were frightened,
but you would not describe it as an anxiety reaction. Do you
remenber thgt, and I think in response to another guestion, you
indicated tﬁgt you were not very, very frightened.

A. Yes.

Q. And, there was‘some cther questidns as to whether
you noticed anyone who was very frightened, and I believe you
indicated you did not.

A. No, I didn't.

Q. With the exception of the one .infant that you
nentioned remained asleep throuchout the incident, weré most
of the other children awake?

A. Yes, nine were.

Q. And, were they seated and acting fairly calm prior
to the impact?

A. Yes.

C. Most of those children were in the one to two year

0ld range? The ones that you were assigned to?
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A. The ones that I was assigned to were just under a
year or maybe a couple of months older, somewhere right in that
range.

Q. And, there were more than half of those in that troop
conpartment in that category, were they not?

A. As far as I know, yes.

G. Based upon your experience, training and work in
pediatrics, q?uld you expect a child of that age to realize

exactly what was going on under all these circumstances?

A. Babies?

Q. Yes.

A. No.

Q. You would not expecti them to realize.

A. ‘No.

Q. Yould you expect them to remember?

A. NO.

Q. I tiink you also mentioned that tiiere was a nore ar

less ciiain of crew members and nedical crew menbers formed in
order toc pass the childaren from hand to hand to the exits and
out of the aircraft. Is that correct?

A Yes.

Q. I think you also stated that after you found the last
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infant and passed him along that chain for exiting the evacua-
tion you went out of the aircraft and all of the infants had
already been evacuated. Is that correct?

A, As far as I knew.

Q. And, when you evacuated to this hospital, you mentione:
the Seventh Day Adventist Hospital.

A. At least part of them were.

Q. Do ;you know where the other part went?

A. tlo, I don't. I don't know that they didn't all ¢o
there.

Q. In any event, they were all evacuated to the;r
evacuation destination very rapidly, were they not?

A. Yes.

G. Lo you have any idea how long -- how much time

expired from the time vou started evacuating the children to

the time it was finishied and you exited from the airplane?

A. No, I have no idea.

Q. Would you say it was more or less than ten minutes?
A. Yes.

G. Would you say 1t was more or less than 15 minutes?
A. More.

Q. Would you say it was more or less than 20 minutes?
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A. I don't xnow now. I know 1t is more than ten minutes

but I don't know after that.

Q. would you say more than ten and less than 20?
A, No.
Q. You don't know.
% A. I don't know.
% Q. Okay. You nentioned little bags that the children

had. Did I understand you to say they were pinned to their

shirts? ‘ . .
A. } believe they were, yes.
Q. Do you xnow what was in tiiose little bags?
Al Ho.
Q. Did children nave any vapers oinned to them?
A. ilot that I renienier.
MR. DUBUC: I have no further ¢uestions.
}R. LLWIS: I have a couple cuestions.
RLDIRLECT CZXAMNILATION
By Mr. Lewis:
Q. Prior to this decompression, the pressurization and

the oxvgen in the environnment in the airplane was normal, wasn't

1

it?

4. As far as I iLnow.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS '
WASHINGTON, D.C.




, 82
Q. You didn't notice any problem?
| )
: A. lio.
0. With respect to the renoval of, was it Sgt. Parker?
’ td
! A. Yes.
Q. He was wedged or some way located in this hole?
- A, Yes.
Q. Standard procedure would be to allow equal pronerly
trained and physically capable of removing a severely injured
v" -

|person, would it not? .

|
i
) v
)
1
!

A. I don't know what you mnean when you say properly
!trained.
i: - * hd h e
: Q. Well, you had a broken collar bone.
| A. Okay.
! .
g Q. The child witl you had no medical training at all.
: A. That is correct.
G. So, there wasn't a whole person -- a whole medical

person available to move Sgt. Parker at that time, was there?

MR. PIPLR: I object to that question.
By Mr. Lewis:
Q. I am just saying, weren't you trained not to move
people under these ciréumstances?

A Usually, yes. Usually, you do not nove a person
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under his circunmstances.

Q. Because he was obviously seriously injured.
A. Yes.
Q. And the reason that you wanted to move him was to get

an exit out of the airplane.
" A. And also to get him cut of the aircraft.
Q. Okay, now, ultimately you learned that there was a
door which pgpvided an exit so the kids did not have to go

through that hole.

.

A. I knew that there was a door -- an exit. It wasn't
a door.
Q. What I am asking you is do you really think that you

were thinking very clearly when you tried to move Sat. Parker
with a 12'year old boy, you being in the condition that you
were in?

A, I didn't know I was in that condition until I tried
to move him. I didn't realize I had a broken bone until I
tried to move him.

Q. Then, do you feel not having realized that you had a
broken bone that you were completely yourself?

A. I feel I was.

Q. But you michit not have been at that noint.
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A. I guess the possibility exists.
c. Just asking you. I am not'rebuking on you in any
‘way. I mean it was a very serious accident, I gather.

A. Yes.

Q. A real tragedy. What diéd you do with this young man
in érying to -- physically did you do to Sgt. Parker to try to
help him get out of the hole.

A. Wé;put our hands under his armpits wnich is the way

l 3 3 -
| you remove sorieone if you are not big enough to carry them.

Q. Was there room for, I don't ‘know what you call it,

‘one of those wire litters in there?

A. In the hole?

C. Yes.
i A, I don't remember.
i Q. Ordinarily, if you don't know what injuries the

{
iperson like that has, any movement could be further injuring
the patient, could it not?

A. That is correct.

Q. And, so ideally he should Le examined by a physician
richt there in the hole, wouldn't he?
A. That is right.

Q. Beforc he was nioved.
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A, But not in a case of a fire.
Q. I understand that. Was there anybody else who tried
to help you, any of the other medical crew try to assist you

with Sgt. Parker?

A. I con't remember.
Q. They could have but you don't remenber.
A. Yeah; I just don't remember.

Q. Who ultimately moved him?

A. I don't know. . N

A

Q. was he burned in the fire?
A, There was no fire.
Q. You put your hands under his armpits in an effort to

pull him out and back into the airplane?
A, Pull him out of the airplane.
Q. You were trying to pull him out of the airplanc down

onto tiie ground?

A. Yes, level onto the ground.

Q. I understand.

A. Ckay.

Q. Was ne head down or feet down?

AL iiis head was toward the front of the troop compartne:n

I:1s head was toward the iiole in the front of the aircraft.
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‘him trying to pull him out of

A, As I was locking at

fpull him out, yes.

Q. You and the 12 year
with him, weren't you?

A, Not in the hole; we
point.

3. How did you ¢et out

36

in the hole?

me whetner he was partly in the hole

troop compartment?

the necessity of moving him was because you

if you hac had to to pass the
even though he was there.
I discovered that it was

that when you were there with

i

i

i Q. Vias he all the way

i A, I just don't remenber.

% Q. Can you tell

%partly in the airplane in the

| A. No, I.can't. I can't.
Q. But

thought there was a fire?

A. Aﬁéﬁ another exit.

f Q. And, another exit.

E A, Should we need it.

E Q. But it was possible

échildren cut wast Sgt. Parke;

; A. Yes, when I got back in,

1 .

g C. Didn't you discover

the hole?
the hole when we were trying
old boy were actually in the

were outside the aircraft at

through tie hole?
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A. That is rignt.

Q. What was the 12 year ola béy doing?

A. He was trying to help me pull Sgt. Parker out and
then --

Q. lie was pulling on £gt. Parker, too?

A. Yes.

G. Jas he holding on to his arms?

A. I Gon't know.

Q. You den't know what he was doing.

A. no.

Q. Did you continue pulling even after you felt the pain

A. It wasn't so much the pain; it was that I could not

.pull. I didn't have any power in that arm at all.

Q. You didn't have any strengtii. The pain didn't really

bother you so much as the fact that you couldn't physically do

it

A. That is right.

Q. Because of the lack of strength.

A. That is right.

Q. Epart from a fire, the correct procadure would nave
Leen to leave him there. Is that correct?

A. Yes.
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Q. What did you lase your premise that there was a fire?

A. The fact that when we hit the ground, I believe the
first time I felt heat and cinders hit my face through the
grate in the very fofward part of the troop compartment.

Q. The airplane had been moving across the ground erodin
itself, if you will, or at least when you eroded you can pictur
taking off a piece of the airplane or mayke big pieces as it
movead across ;he ground. Wasn't that true?

A. I don't know.

Q. You don't know that.
A. I don't know.
Q. But it had moved across the ground at any event for

some distance, had it not?
A. It noved -- yes, it moved across the g¢round.
Q. - Did you consider that that £riction had caused any of

the heat?

A. I didn't really think about it at that time?
. You didn't analyze it?

A. Lo.

0. You didn't see any plane?

A. No, not that I recall.

O Did you have a fire =xtincuisher?
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A. No.

Q. Did anyone else have a fire. extinguisher?

A. I don't xnow.

Q. Was there a fire alarm called by anyone there inside
A. Not that I remember.

MR. LLWIS: Thank you. I have no more guestions.

RECROSS EXAMINATION

ByHMr. Battocclii:
Q. 'What kind of mockup of a C-41 did you see in flight
séﬁool?
A. I don't remermber how much of it, but being the entire

cargo compartment as far as I remenmber, and that the back,

ramp door; there was no flight deck as far I rerember, anyway.

Q. , How big of mockup was it?
A. I believe it was actual life size.
Q. Did you ever see the aft ramp cdoor on the mockup of

the C-141 open and close?
A, Wot that I rememuer.
Q. Were you ever advised during your training that a

rapid decompression might occur because the after ramp or the

after cargo cdoor of the C-141 micght blow out?
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A. I don't remember, but I don't think so.

IIR. BATTOCCII: I have no further guestions.
RECROSS E‘.(A:Z-IIII TION
By Mr. Dubuc:

Q. Wouldnyou talke a look at your statement con page 4,
near the bottom of the page, there is a sentence that states:
"The babies looked in pretty cood shape after the impact."”

Do you see g&at sentence?
(Whereupon, the witness looked
at the statement.)

A. Yes.

{IR. DATTOCCEI: qut a minute. Uy don't you read
the whole_sentence.

MR. DUBUC: "Tihe babies looked to bLe in pretty good
shape after the impact.”

By !Mr. Dubuc:

c. 2nd, then the next sentence states: "I don't
rernenier seeing any injured babies, whatsoever until we ¢ot to
the hospital and then those mighty have been the baby that came
ouﬁ of the bottom. I don't know." Did yvou see any injﬁred
babies, any injured infants, in the troop compartment at the

time of tha accident or were in the troop compartment?
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A. I saw one baby while we were evacuating that I
thought was dead. " ;

Q. Is that the only one?

A, As far as I rememuer, I didn't see any injuries. I
didn't see any Llooc.

Q. Does that pretty accurately describe what you observec
at the time of the éccident, that the remainderxr of the babies
were in good;shape and were not injured?

A, Yes.

Q. Do you know if the one baby that you thoucht was
dead had been strapped in or seated?

A, Yes, the baby was still in the seat, still strapped
in.

Q. And, it was, you think deac?

A, I think.

Q. Did you ever get any report as to any dlagnosis or

whether or not indeed the bhaby was dead?

A, No.
Q. Do you know if that baby was removad?
A. Yes, the baby was removed. When I went and made

ny last walk through, it was gone.

0. And, that is the only one?
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A. That 1is the only one that I remeruer.
MR. DUBUC: Okay. I have no further guestions.
REDIRPECT EIAIIINATION
By Iir. Lewis:
Q. Back on the record, withh respect to the baby that vecu

just mentioned to lir. Dubuc, woculd you descrilie its position in

the seat?

A, I don't rememuer.
Q. Was it sitting up?
A. It was in the seat and the seat Lelt was still on.

That is all I remember.

Q. It was sitting seated up -- sitting up?
A. I don't remember.
C. You don't remenmier.

A. - No.
MR. LEWIS: Thank you. That is all.
(Whereuvon, at 4:23 p.m., the taking of the oral deposit-

ion of Harriett Neal was concluded.)
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