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Il time of this deposition. We called Mr. Battocchi's office both

Lockheed's objection to the deposition on the basis of
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9:55 a.m.

MR. BATTOCCHI: I would like to put on the record

for the benefit of counsel for Lockheed that it is now 9:55.
We had assumed that all parties were aware that these depaosi-

tions were, starting at 9:30 and all the remainder of these

depositions will start at 9:30 a.m. unless all parties are ad-

vised to the contrary prior'to the time the deéositions begin.
MR. DUBUC: Well, I would like to puﬁ on the record

also that the last deposition of Major Gregory started at

10:00 and we have been trying since last night to find ocut the

last night and this morning at nine to determine the time it
started. |
I woula also liké to note that-the witness, Mrs. --
MRS. TATE: Mrs. Marcia Tate.
MR.-PIPER: Mrs. Marcia Tate.
MR. DUBUC: Mrs. Tate's deposition was neither noted

|
!
nor were we informed of it until 7:00 or 6:30 last night, which

is the first notice we have had of it, and one day's notice is

|

| hardly reasonable notice and I would like the record to reflecg
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inadequate notice and we will pursue our razmedies on that score,

i

later.

MR. PIPER: While we are making statements, at this
point, there has been, to my knowledge, no formal notice of
this.deposition. However, I was informed of individuals; in-~
cluding M;F. Tate, that the Subcommittee wished to take at the
last hearing and have endeavored to coordinate, as per our
agreement and our understanding with Judge Obefdorfer, through
the Counsel Committee, for‘their-appearance and have done so.

MR. BATTOCCHI: Off the record.

(Discussion off the record.)

MR. BATTOCCHI: On the recbrd. Mr. Pipe, when you
and I had a conversation -- oh, I guesé it was probably ten
days ago now -- I remember your advising me that I would coor-
dinate this matter with various plaintiffs' counsel and you
would handle it on behalf of defendants andAI have a vague
recollection that you told me you had advised counsel of
Lockheed of the deposition. Apparently Lockheed disputes that.:
I wquld like to put that on the record.

| MR. PIPER: We were talking about variocus matters at ;
that time and I am not really sure what was coordinated and

what was not.
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MR. DUBUC: In that vein, I would like to note that

the only notice we have as to this date is dated October 3,

1978, a letter from Mr. Groner to counsel indicating that
Marvin Martin and subsequently Captain Scheiding and Colonel

Clay would be deposed on these two dates.

We did have notice of the fact that there was going

to be a change of schedule in order to accommodate the witﬁesse:
We had no notice of the order of witnesses for'today and tomo&:
row's deposition, nor did we have'any notica»whatsoever that.
either Mrs. Tate or another witness, Mrs. Neal, whose maiden
name was Goffinet, was going to be called.

MR..BATT6CCHI: Do you admit that you had adegquate
notice that the pilot, Mr. Traynor, that Colonel Rafman, the
medical member of the Accidenthoard -

MR. PIPER: It is Rayman, R-A-Y¥-M-A-N.

MR. BATTOCCHI: -- and Ms. Aune, A-U-N-E, were going

to be deposed?

MR. DUBUC: We knew they were going to be deposed
today and tomarrow and our information was that the orxrder of
the witnesses were Rayman, Aune and the pilot, Traynor.

MR. PIPER: Well, we have a witness and we have coun;

|
i
1

sel. Why do we not proceed?

NEAL R. GROSS
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Whereuvpon,

MARCIA R. (WIRTZ) TATE

was called for examination by counsel for Plaintiffs' Lead

Counsel Committee, and having first been duly sworn, was ex-

amined and testified as follows.

¥R.

PIPER:

Do you agree with the general stipula-

tions, that objections be preserved except those as to the form

of the qusstion?

MR.

MR.

LEWIS:

‘PIPER:

Yes.

And we will not waive signature.

that a 30-day stipulation on that, as before?

MR.

MR.

MR.

DUBUC:

PIPER:

LEWIS:

DUBUC:

PIPER:

DUBUC:

PIPER:

DUBUC:

Signature within 30 days?
Yes, of delivery.

That is acceptablé to me.

To be filed thereafter --
Right.

-- with or without exhibits.
As the case may be.

The last time we agreed to keep

bits separate so that they could be used from witness

ness. Is that going to be our continued procedure?

MR.

PIPER:

It depends on the exhibit.

NEAL R. GROSS
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MR. LEWIS: There might be some that ycu would want

. to attach to the deposition, but I don't see why we can't make

! two copies.

MR. PIPER: It is so agreed.
DIRECT EXAMINATION
8Y MR, LEWIS:
Would you state your full name, please, ma'am?
Marcia Ray Tate. |
Y“hat is your home address, ma'am?
2703 Ridge Cfest Court, Colorado Springs, Colorado.
What is your occupation or profession?
I am a registered nurse.

Were you on the C-5A mission to Vietnam to pick up

certain Vietnamese children?

Yes, sir,

Were you in the Air Force at that time?
Yes, sir.

Are you in the Aixr Force now?

Yes, sir.

What is your rank?

I am a Captain now.

All right. Do you prefer to be called Captain?

NEAL R. GROSS
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A It does not matter to me. . %
Q All right. When did you receive orders to go on that
i
i
flight?

A That morning, April 4, 1975, at 6:00 o'clock in the
morning.
Q Where did the flight leave from? .

A From Clark Air Base in the Philippines.

Q Were you stationed in Clark at that éime?

A, Yes, I was.

Q Was Ehat the-regular base of that particular air- %
plane?

A No, sir. -

Q Where had it come from, do you know?

A Yes, Travis.

Q. Had you been told that there was a hospital plane to?
be sent?

A As I recall, T was not tcld what type of plane we i

were going to be f£lying on.

Qo So fou did not know before the plane actually ar-
rived at Clark that you were going to be on this particular air-
plane, equipped as it was?

A That is correct.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
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0 Who was in charge of the mission as far as the medi~

i cal aspects of it were concerned?

A I do not know.

Q Were you the highest ranking medical officer?

A. On board, do you mean? _ - i
Q yes, ma'am.

A No.

Q Who was?
A I believe Lieutenant Aune was the highest ranking

officer on board, medical officer.

Q What was his name, please?
A It was Lieutenant Aune, who was the nurse also on i
board.

o Was there a physician assigned to the flight?

A Not to my knowledge;

Q According to themilitary procedure, is one of the

nursing officers designated as the commanding officer for that

unit? E
|
A Yes. | | |
Q Were there written orders? %
A I believe there was a written manifest for the fl;ghé
Q And your name was on it?

NEAL R. GRCSS
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A I belisve so, yes.

VQ Did anybody brief you cn the purpose of the flight
| |
before you left? |

_ ‘ |
A Yes. ;

0 Who was that? - . ;

A Specifically the chief nurse of the AIRVAC Unit there,

i

{ who I believe was Lieutenant-Colonel Baucus, I believe was her

name.

Q What did she say?

A She -told the group of us who were members of that
AIRVAC Squadron that this particular mission was going into

Vietnam to bring back orphans.

Q Did your unit have attached to it hospital planes?

A An on-the-ground hospital, are you talking about?

Q No, no. Hospital planes ~- aircraft designed or at
least equipped to carry wounded?

A Yes. _ ;

Q Were they available at Clark?

A Yes. 2

Q Were they in regular use by the Air Force to trans-
port people to and from Vietnam?

A Yes. |

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND FRANSCRIBERS
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Q. Was the airplane that you sat out on equipped, in your
opinion, to transport a large numberwof children? =-- particu-
larly babies?

A. Yes.

0. What kind of crib or bassinette facilities were
thére on the airplane?

A There were none, but it was certainly capable of
transporting babies.

Q I asked you if it was suitable. Do you think it was |
suitable, ma'am?

A Yes, sir.

0 Okay. You are saying that professionally, is that

correct?
A In my opinion, it was suitable to transport anyone.
Q Then there were oxygen facilities located on the

lower deck for children?

A I do not really know, sir.
Q Was there any?
- A I believe so.
Q‘ Describe it for me. |
A I believe there were tanks of oxygen down there. ?
E

0

Let's get on to Vietnam then. Tell me -- the air--

HEAL R. GROSS
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plane flew from Clark to Vietnam?

A

&

'

Q
A

Yes, sir.

It flew directly?

Yes, sir.

How many medical personnel were on the airplane?

T would have to stop and think about that. I would

say approxzimately six or seven.

Q

tell?

A

0

a history

Six or seven.
That is going from Clark to Vietnam.

Okay. Did you make the trip without incident to

Yes. -

Was the plane in working order as far as you could

Yes.

The ramp facilities seemed to be working?

Yes, sir.

I noticed a frown on your face. Do the C-5A's have
of problems?

MR. PIPER: Objection to that question.

BY MR. LEWIS:

Do you know?

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTIRS AND TRANSCRIBERS
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A I have no knowledge of it.

Q. All right. When yoﬁ got to Vietnam, what happened
as far as your medical unit was concerned?

A We waited on the ground probably 370 minutes or so
until a busload of Vietnamese children were brought to the air-
craft. . ,§

Q Now, how long had this particular flight crew been

working? They flew from Clark to Vietnam, is that correct?

A Yes, sir.

0 Was the same crew going to take you back? !
!

A, Yes, as far as I knaw.

a All right. Had they flown before, as part of another

leg, but before they got to Clark, do you know?

f

A I do not know. §

!

Q - All right. Do you know whether the plane just landed
at Clark or whether it had been there for some while?

A I do not know that.

i
(
!
i
!

0 How long did the flight take from Clark to Vietnam?
Approximately. ;

H

A As I remember, approximately two hours, I believe.
Q And you waited on the ground and busloads of children

|
arrived? : {
i
i

NEAL R. GRQOSS
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A Right.

Q. Now, they wers Vietnamesa children?- ;
1

A Yes, I believe most of them were either Vietnamese or
a mixture of Vietnamese and American children. 2
Q All right. But some of thzm were cf mixed race and

some of them were Vietnamese?

A Right. And probably some American dependents also.
Q All right. Whatwere the ages of these children?

A I know we had very, very young babies, several months

i
i

0ld. And I saw some children who looked like they may be six
jand seven and eight.
| Q So they would be ordinarily below six?

A Yes, I believe so. At least the ones that I mainly

saw, which were upstairs in the airplane.

@  All right. Can you give me any indication of what
you would consider typical age -- were they mostly toddlers or K
babies? i
A Yes, I would say mostly toddlers and babies. §
: Q All ?ight. Now, can you tell me something about yourf
proféssional background of training. What kind of a degree do |
you have now?

A I am a registered nurse.

A

IWEAL R. GRQOSS
COURT REFORTERS AMD TRANSCRIBERS
WASHINGTON, D.C. :
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0 Where did you go to school?

A I went to the School of Nursing in South Bend,
Indiana.

Q Did that include pediatric nursing?

) Yes.

Q I gather you are not a specialist in pediatric nurs-

ing?

A Right.

Q. But that is within your area of competence?
A Yes.
0 What facilities or equipment did this airplane have

for handling small babies?

9 None.
Q Was there any means of heating the lower deck?
A I do not know that, sir.

!
|
|
!

Q Did you heat it? Did anybody put any special heateré

on board that you could see?
A Sir, it was about 106 degrees there.
0 It is not in the air, ma'am.
| A Ch, okay. I thought you were talking about on the
ground.

0 Not in the air.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
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baby on a blanket on == I believe counsel will concede it is a

18

A No, I do not recall seeing any type of heaters.

0 How were the children placed in the lower compartment?
A On blankets on the floor. i
Q The floor is made of metal? z
):R I do not know that, sir. |
Q ¥ou do not know what --

A If they were made of metal or wood, I_really do not

iknow that, sir.

Q All right. How many of them -- or rough;y; I appre- :
ciate that you. may not.have counted them -~ were on the lower
deck?

MR..PIPER: Blankets or children?
BY MR. LEWIS: |

Q Children?

A On the lowar deck, I have no idea because once I got
on the aircréft with two children, I went right upstairs and I
never went right downstairs again.

Q You never went downstairs again?

- A No. People were being loaded onto the aircraft on
that area, but I did not see them because I was busy upstairs.

Q All right. 1In your opinion, as a nurse, is laying a

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
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metal floor -- adequate means of transporting a child of tende;-
years?

A In this situation, I think so.

Q You do not think seats would have been better? .

A More comfortable, certainly, but --

03 “hat kind of a restraint was therz for these children%

A Downstairs?

Q Yes, ma'am.

A I do not know that, but I believe that there were

litter straps.
Q. Litter straps?
A. Yes.

o What is a litter strap?

A It is approximately four or five feet long, a very

heavy securing strap that is placed across a patient and under-

neath a litter to secure the patient on the litter.
type of -~
Q But the litter is a stretcher type?
A That is right.

Q It is a portable bed like there?

Or on any

A Yes, sir. But I believe in this situation that the

strap was attachable to the floor of the airplane.

NEAL R. GRGCES
COURT REPORTERS AND TRAMSCRIBERS
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Q

20

Now, would litters have bzeen better for these child-

I do not know.

Were litters availakle at that time?
In Vietnam, did you say?

Jes.

I do not know.

Was there anything to prevent the children from --

if the airplane stopped suddenly -- from moving quickly in cne

direction
A
Q.
A,
the floor.

Q

or the other?
I believe so.
What was it? ‘

Those litter straps. They were securing them onto

Let me see if I understand it. Is it your view that

a strap across the top of a person will keep them from moving

in a direction this way or that?

A
o
A

0

Yes, sir, I believe so.
Even though they had no litter to attach it to?
Right.

How many nursing personnel were flying to help the

children on the lower level?

WEAL R. GROES
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
WASHINGTON, D.C.
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Two. Two nurses, that is %o say, and several %ech-

. nicians, medical technicians.

Q

A

ten.

Q

A

So we would be talking about, say, six people?

Possibly a few more, but I would not think more than

@41l right. Was there any food for the children?

To my knowledge, there was beverages. I do not be-

lieve there was food.

Q.
A,
was milk.

0

A

Q

a

Was there any milk?

i

I
t
{
f

Yes, there was milk. I believe -- as I recall, thers

Was there milk on your deck?
I believe so.
How did you heat it?

Well, sir, after we took off and we were informed by

a representative of the orphanage that these babies could nct

tolerate milk, then we were not going to give them any milk at

all. So we had no thought to even proceed with the milk.

q .

A

Did you have a facility for heating milk?

We had one galley section in the alrcraft which had

some type of warming element, and I do not remember what that

was.

NEAL R. GROSS
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Q How many children were upstairs?
) As I recall before we took off, I counted at least

125 babies.

Q When you say babies, you are speaking of really small
people? é
A Yes, although there were a few older. But basicallyv

they were babies.
Q What would you say their average weight was?

A, There were other than just babies on there.

o But of the‘baby population, what would you say their

average weight was?

A Probably no more than 20 pounds or so. i
Q And they were, on an average, how old? |
A The babies probably were on the average of one, cne |

I
i
;
I

and a half, and two.

|

Q All right. Did you speak Vietnamese? g

‘ |
A No, sir. ;
0 What instructions were given the children at the tims

of the airplane taking off about emergency oxygen?
A Absolutely none. |
Q. Was any instruction given the children, to your

knowledge, on the airplane with respect to emergency crash

MEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
WASHINGTON, D.C.
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procadures?

A Ro.

Q. Who had decided that the children should be placed
two in a seat -- two oxr more in a seat?

A I belicve the aircraft commander.

Q. The pilot?

A Yes, sir.

Q The gentleman that was seated outsidé?

A Yes, sir.

Q Did you advise anyone that you felt that it was un-

safe to put two people in the same seat?

A

Q

A

Q

I did not feel it was unsafe, sir.
You did not feel it was unsafe?
No, sir.

What hapvens in a crash when two human beings are

restrained by the same belt?

question.

MR. DUBUC: I think I will object to the form of the

BY MR. LEWIS:
Well, what can happen?
Sir, I do not know.

Well, they can injure each other by striking each

NEAL R. GROSS
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i other, can they not?

A I did not see any of them Zdo that.

Q Would you answer the question?

A Would you repcat the guestion, please, sir?r

o I am asgking you if two human beings restrained by the

same belt can injure each other?

A I do not think it was likely, sir.

0. How fast did the airplane crash? i
A I do not know that, sir. f
e It hag been festified that it was almost 300 miles

an hour. Would you dispute that?
A I have no knowledge of that, sir.
Q All right. How much nursing experience have you had

prior to the current?

A Four years.
i
|
Q Is had been entirely as a military nurse?
A No, sir; one year as a civilian nurse and three years

i

as a military nurse.

o Where did you work as a civilian nurse? :
A In Indiana. 1
Q Where were you located during the crash? %
A Approximately two-thirds up from the rear of the {

NEAL R. GROSS
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~across these seats with the children sitting in them, with my

arms stretched out across --

understood you.

airplane,

tween two

o

A

Q

A

Q

A

one~third kehind the f£light declt cf the aircraft, be-
seats.

Were you on the floor? :
Yes, sir.

Facing in which direction?

In the direction of the flight deck. }
You were facing forward?

Right, correct. _ i

What happened to your body when the airplane stopped?

It remained in the same position it was in, which was

I thought you said you were on the floor. I mis-

Yes, I was -~ leaning across the seats, though, with

my arms stretched out over the children, kneeling on the floor.

Q

between two seats, in effect?

A

Q

Okay. You were kneeling on the floor and wedged in

T™wo rows of seats.
Two rows of seats.
Yes, sir.

Okay. And the crash forced you against the -- one ox

bW el ad

NEAL R. GROSS
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%the other of the seats?

A I cannot recall being forced against the seat. It
;just seemed like I was resting there against the seats of chilad-

ren when we crashed.

0 Now, how many pieces did the airplane break into? j

A I do not know that, sir.

Q Several? !

A Yes. i

Q Several big pieces?

A I believe so.

Q What happened to the bottom of the airplane?

A To my knowledge, it‘just dispersed all over the air-
field.

Q In effect, disintegrated?

MR. DUBUC: I object to the form of the question.

She used the word "dispersed."

MR. PIPER: Yes. |

MR. LEWIS: "Dispersed" is not the word that I have
heard used before in airplane erashes. It may be a fine word,
but --

MR. DUBUC: It was her answer.

MR. LEWIS: Pardon?

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AMD TRANMSCRIBERS
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. an objection, could we go off the record for a second?

=— no reflection on the Court Reporter's competency -- the

27
MR. DUBUC: It was her answer.
MR. PIPER: It was her answsr.
MR. LEWIS: I understand that. I am just trying to

understand what she means.

MR. DUBUC: It is a well recognized English word.

¢ 1

MR. PIPER: While we are at this point where we have
MR. LEWIS: Sure.
(Discussicon off the record.)

MR. PIPER: At this point, let's put on the record

question has been raised by counsel for the Government as to

the propriety of continuing the depositions by use of a Court

Reporter who is not utilizing any back-up system, but merely

a tape recording.

Counsel has conferred and are at this time contactinq
the Clerk of the United States District Court for the Districté
of Columbia to determine whether or not there is any objectioni
froh the court as to such procedures by phone. %

Until that question has been resolved, we will con- I

tinue with the depositions, subject to all counsel reconsider-

ing the question at a later time.

NEAL R. GROSS
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MR. DUZUC: All right. An ijection has bszen noted.
iIt will be reserved . as to any possibl; inaccuracy.

MR. PIPER: Right, same here.

MR. BATTOCCHI: Well, bafore we indicate for the
. record that all counsel may object, I would like to state that
i oh, about six weeks ago, I was at a deposition at the Depart%
' ment of Justice -- notice by the Department of Justice -- when
the testimony was taken by a tape recorder jus£ as it has been
here and I have no objection to thza taping and transcribing of
this deposition’ by this means.

MR. LEWIS: Do I understand, then, that you gentle-
men are reserving your position right now?

MR. DUBUC: Right. !

MR. PIPER: Right.

BY MR. LEWIS:

0. Do I understand that you say the lower portion of the

i

airplane was dispersed?

A I believe so. g

0. Wideiy dispersed? {

A I believe so.

Q When you say you believe so, did you ever leave the
airplane? %

i
Y i

NEAL R. GROSS
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Except to get outside of o%r compartment.
How about after the crash?
Yes.
Did you see -- did you look around you?
Very minimally because I was very busy with the ba-

Did there ever come a time when you were not busy

with the babies?

A No, sir.

Q All right. Which way were the seats facing in the
compartment?

A Toward the rear.

Q They were facing towards the rear?

A Yes, sir, I believe that is right.

Q. And there was more than one child in a seat?

A Yes, sir.

Q In every seat?

A I believe so.

o Did you notice when the cargo ramp or the door systern
failed?

A Yes, sir.

Q Describe what happened?

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
WASHINCTAON ©™ &



A

w
o

-

There was a very, very loud boom-like noise or sound

- in the aircraft and I could locok through the grating which I

was in the floor, from the cargo section, down to the -- I am

sorry —-- from the troop compartment down into the cargo saction

and when I loocked down, I saw a very big hole in the airplane

and I coulgd see the sea below us.

Q

And all of the air -- or seemingly all of the air

left the airplane?

A

Q

- sion?

I do not know that.
Did you notice that or not?

I do not understand what you are asking me.

I want to know whether there was a sudden decompres-

I am sure there was.

Did the oxygen system come into play?
Yes, sir.

The emergency oxygen?

Yes, sir.

Now, what did you do?

I put on a mask from one of the seats close to whers

I was standing at the time we got the decompression.

Q

Then what did you do?

NEAL R. GROSS
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A I tried to put the masks on some children that were
:sitting in the seats below me.

Q And you did that until the airplane was down low

' enough so that vou did not need the masks?

A I did attempt to put it onto the children énd onto
myself alsp until we were told that we were stakle enough to
take off the oxygen masks.

Q You did not use the oxygen folicles;'you used the
masks that were --

A Yes, *sir.

Q --~ the seat masks?

A. That is'right.

Q and you tried to help some of the children around

you? |

A That is right.
Q Now, were they crying? |
A No, sir, I do not remember these particular childrenj

in this seat crying.

Q Now; there were not enough masks for them, were there?

A- No, sir.

Q There were two in a seat, were there not? E
i

A Yes, sir. i
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, to begin with,

. was there not?

Yes, sir.

Now, can ycu describe what other attendants were

| doing or what the other people were Jdoing on your deck?

&s I remember, breathing oxygen through the masks.

N

P
I

]
What did other people do on your deck? I am talking

! about the nursing personnel.

A Are you talking about shortly after the rapid de-
compression?

Q Yes.

A That waésit -- breath oxygen.

Q And you did not do anything else?

A Not at that time.

0 I understand you tried to help some of the children

within range of your cord?

That is right.

I am asking you what did other medical -- well, let

me back up. Were there other medical personnel on that deck?

Yes, sir.
All right.

MR. PIPER: Let's go off the record for a minute.

NEAL R. GRO:S
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MR. LEWIS: Sure.

(Discussion off the record.

w
w

) |
|

MR. LEWIS: You both then are objecting tc the meansﬂ

I
|
1

MR. PIPER: We are reserving cur right to object upon

reading this transcript.

MR. DUBUC: To any inaccuracy or portion that
to be erased or any prcblem that we run into as part of
proceeding.

MR. LEWIS: Ordinarily, you would always have
to complain as to the accuracy. I want to just get for
record clearly as to whether you are just objecting per

the use of this transcription means.

I understand that you reserve the right to complain
if the transcript is not accurate, but I would suppose that
you would have a right to complain if the Court Reporter did

not transcribe what he was supposed to do by whatever means he

was using. I am trying to make a distinction there.

I understand your position with respect to accuracy. |

I just wondered, do you formally object to the use of this

means?

MR. DUBUC: I think we made it clear. We noted our

objection and reserved our right to renew it if we have an

NEAL R. GR{OSS
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 inaccuracy and we, since the witness is here, are prepared to
go ahead, but we are not waiving any ébjection. '
MR. LEWIS: I am not asking you to waive any objec-
- tion. I am just trying tc f£ind out -- I think I am entitled

i to know whether ycu object to this means per se.

You will not say, is that correct?
MR. DUBUC: I think I have stated our position. I

have stated my position. Maybe you have another cne.

;
{
!
i
?
|
|

MR: PIPER: I do object to this means, but I will re-

I

serve such objection pending a receipt of the transcript and
!
review of the transcript. I object in principle to this par-

ticular means of transcription, but I am not going to refuse
to go along with the procedure.

I will reserve the right to review the transcript

based on any inaccuracies.

MR. BATTOCCHI: Well, I am going to state a positicon
for the record here so that we have no misunderstanding.

If you gentlemen object to the taking of the deposi-ﬁ
| tions by means'of a tape recorder as opposed to a mechanical
meahs, I will suggest that for the remainder of these depcsi-
tions you gentlemen bring along, at your own expense, your own

Court Reporter and transcribe them any way you like to have

A}
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them transcribed, but these are certified Court Reporters, au-

thorized to take depositions in the District of Columbia and ws

i
i

certainly are not going to go to any additional expense to at—i

tempt to satisfy the objection that you gentlemen have raised.
MR. PIPER: Do you have a position, Mr. Lewis, on
this? Why, don't you put your position on the record, too?
MR. LEWIS: I have never seen this méans used before

MR. PIPER: I think we are both together on that.

i

.
!

MR. LEWIS: I would have to say in all candor that I

prefer the more traditional methods, only because I am used to

them. This may be a very marvelous way to do it and I am not
against'progréss. I just am not familiar with it.

MR. PIPER: Again, to make it perfectly clear, my
only objection -- not to whether he uses a tape recordér or

stenomask or stenotype -- is that tapes are susceptible to

being erased, as we all know. Obviously, notes are susceptiblé

to being lost. But I think that is a different ball game en-

tirely.

My objection basically is there is no back—ué for a
tape ;4 the way the tape is used. I would object to a single
tape.

i

§
i

I think we should go ahead with this. I do not know
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why we could not, for future depositions, have a more tradi-

tional way of doing thirngs, thouch. Does this firm use only

this particular method?

MR. BATTOCCHI: We have chosen this methcd and we ar:z

going to stick by this methed. If you want to pay the incre-

1 mental cost of doing it by other means, we will take that intc

consideration.

MR. PIPER: The reason I am asking tﬁis is, for in-
stance, Hoover, they have a variety of means that they use.
Is this means cheaper than a back-up means?

MR. BATTOCCHI: It is =-- well, not a back-up means.

It is cheaper than transcribing it by mechanical means, and

Hoover is precisely the reporting system that tock a deposition:

at the Justice Department that I referred to a while ago,-
some six weeks ago, by this means.

MR. PIPER: Okay, what I am saying is —-- off the

record, I have had Hoover for many depositions and I have seen

them --

MR. LEWIS: Just for the record, I would like to
describe the process that I see so that there will be no gues-
tion.

We have a -- from my observation -- a young man,
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" bright and alert, who has in his left ear a device that appear:

to give him the opportunity to hear the -- what i1s going onto
his tape -- at least that is what he says and I -~

MR. PIPER: I think he stated he hears what has beeni
recorded.

MR. LEWIS: 1In addition, there is a microphcne lo-
cated in the vicinity of the Reporter and the witness and not
precisely in the center of the conversation. ﬁe has in his
left hand what appears to be a microphone with one wire lead-

;
?

ing from it, which I gather from time to time he talks into for

]

r

some note-taking purpose.
Does that describe the system, Mr. Reporter?
THE REPORTER: Fairly well. |
i
MR. DUBUC: And there is a pencil in his right hand {

and a pad.

MR, PIPER: Further, one other slight bit of descrip-

|

. . . . l
tion: there is only one tape available for use, multi-channel .

though it may be, and the microphone into which he speaks --

he is not speaking constantly into, but only on occasion.

MR. LEWIS: That is my observation.:
MR. PIPER: Anybody disagree with that? Why don't

we get going? I think it is all on the record.
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MR, LEWIS: Wherce were we, HMr. Repcorter? Neven nind,
. I'1l locate it myself.

BY MR. LEVIS:

Q Can you describe the activities of any other flight

- personnel that you could sze in the passenger compartment after
- the sudden® decompression until you took off your oxygen mask?

| A The only other medical perscnnel thag I remember see-~

¥

' ing was Lieutenant Aune, who also had an oxygen mask on her

. face at the time when I saw her, and was breathing oxygen over
a seat of some children.
Q She had one of the masks that came from the ceiling,

is that correct? .

A Yes, sir.

e Could you see anybody else doing anythiﬂéifo?fthe 

-

| benefit of the children in the compartment aside from ydﬁ‘and

the Lieutenant that you described? ' - -

A Not ‘at that time, no, sir. : S e

ol Did she take her mask off when you did?

A I do not recall.

Q Did you take yours off when the pilot said you couldf
A When the flight mpchanlcr.vho was standlng very c105§

- e - :

to me or kneellng on the floor very close to me, who had a

NEAL R, GD\OSS _
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 headset on, talking with the pilot, said to me: You can take

;your mask off. I took it off.

iger compartment aiding the childresn?

39

-

i
|
ol Now, was anyone else of any duty staticn in the passz:-

!

|
i
A Not that I recall, sir. i
i
Q So most of the children did not have oxygen masks on,

is that correct? !
|

A I believe that is correct.

Q Only those within close range of you and the Lieuten{
ant had -- and had a mask évailable, had one on, is that cor- |
rect?

A No, sir, that is all I saw that had one on.

Q The babies were not of sufficient sophistication or

age to put them on themselves, were they?

A That is right.

Q And as far as you knew, nobody gave any instructions;

in Vietnamese for even the older children to know what was

going on?

A That is true.

0. Now, tell me, were the babies that you were trying
to assist -- did they willingly take the masks on their faces?j

A. No, sir. ?
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0 What did they de?

A Pushed =hem away. I
|

o So even the ones that were in the range of you, did

not get the same omxygen that you did, is that correct?

i
i
i
t
‘
!
1
i
|
i
|

A That is correct.

Q Now, do you know what was happening down in the loweg
deck? ;

A No, sir. i

0 Did anybody tell you? - e

A No, sir. - - )

Q. There was a mechahic, you say, with earphones plugged
into the ship's intercom system?

A Yes, sir.

Q Nobody mentioned to you what was going on down below?

a No, sir.

Q Thefe were no seats, were there, below? |

A No.

Q In the same sense that there were on the deck that ?
you were on? . %

. |
A That is right. ?
0.  How many -~ is the word "bay"? -- how many rooms or |

bays of seats were there on the upper deck?

A I do not kXnow that, sir.
I
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Q Do you know what was happening in any part of the
airplane other than where you were?

A. No, sir.

Q By any means, either because somebody tcld you --
before or after?

A T know a few things I heard.

Q All right. What did you hear?

MR. DUBUC: Objection.

MR. PIPER: Same here.

THE ﬁ&TNESS:- I heard that in the rapid decompressicﬁ,
the ladder going from the flight deck to the cargo section was:
torn loose and had hit one of the technicians downstairs and
that the nurse who was down there was attempting to give him

medical aid while we were descending to go back to Saigon.

T BY MR. LEWIS:

Q Anything else?

A No. A | o

Q Did you ever talk to anybody, at any time, that was
on the lower deck during that post-decompression period? |

A I believe I talked with Sargeant Weiss, who was a
medical technician, several months after probably the crash.

Q. What did he say? f
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MR. PIPER: Objection.

MR. DUBUC: OCbjection.

THE WITNESS: He did not remember anything that oc-
? curred after the rapid decompression.

BY MR. LEWIS: !
0. He did not remember anything? |
A He did not remember anything. He indicated to me

at that time that he had a complete lapse of memory.

Q Do you know whether any of the Air Force personnel
were treated in any facility?

i
|
A Yes, sir. i
!
|
|

Q. VWho was? -
A Sergeant Yeiss, Lieutenant Goffinet, Lieutenant Aune,

|
|
and several other of the technicians on board; I believe 3 E
{

couple of the flight crew sustained injuries and were treated

for injuries also.

0. Can you tell me where they were treated?

A Initially, especially those who were injured severly,

at the Seventh Day Adventists Hospital and later at the Clark
! Air Base Hospital. :

Q The Seventh Day Adventists Hospital was in Saigon?

A Yes, sir.
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0. What medical program was set up for the children
:following the crash for examinations?
| A I really had nothing to do with that, but I believe
Ethat they were treated at the Seventh Day Adventists Hospital-
and then again some of them were sent to Clark for further
treatment.*

o} Do you know whether any physician for the Air Force

or at its direction examined them for decompression injuries?

A No, sir, I do not know that.

Q Did anyone tell you that they had been?
MR. PIPER: Objection.
MR. DUBUC: Objection.
THE WITNESS: They would have no reason to tell me
anything, no, sir.

BY MR. LEWIS:

Q Did you ever study space medicine or air medicine?
A Yes, sir.
Q Are you familiar with any of the problems that can

arise in a sudden decompression?

A, Yes, sir.

Q Are you familiar with any Air Foxce programs as to

standard procedure in the event of a decompression involving

, NEAL R. GRQOSS
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Air Force personnel?
A Yes, sir.
Q. Wha; is the standard Air Force procedure in a case cX
a sudden decompression involving somsone in the Air Force?
MR. DUBUC: Objection to the form of the guestion.
Do you mean medical procedure?
MR. LEWIS: Yes.
MR. DUBUC: The guestion does not say that.
MR. LEWIS: She said she is familiar with it. Let
us see what she is'familiar with. ;
MR.‘DUBUC: Well, your question could go to operationa;
procedure or medical procedure. E
MR. LEWIS: Let us talk about medical procedure; she
does not contend that she is an aircraft engineer. !
MR. PIPER: Correct. ?
THE WITNESS: At the time, I certainly was very fam;{
liar with the procedures. I do not remember them exactly now
because I have not flown for three years as a nurse. However,
the obvious would be the oxygen as the immediate procedure to
take in the case of rapid decompression.

BY MR. LEWIS:

Q Why did you not go and get the portable oxygen bottle
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. and use it and go around and see if as many as possible of the

children had oxygen? ;

A It did not occur to me, sir.
Q. That was not part of your training? !
A It could have been. |

Q HHas that not the point ofbthe portable oxygen bottle,
Captain?

A No, sir, I believe the portable oxygen bottle was
normally kept for the medical individual, him or herself, to j
use in checkiné'out injuries or whatever. g

Q When there was a sudden decompression, you did recogJ
nize as a result of your training the possibility of deccmpr:es—E
sion injuries to the passengers on that airplane in your care,g

did you not?

A Yes, sir.

Q Did you ask the operating crew for any assistance in
aiding the children? é

A, No, sir.

0 Did-you tell the man who was near you that had ac-
cess to the intercom that the children needed oxygen according
to the sudden decompression procedures of the Air Force and

somebody should come and see that they got what oxygen they
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' wanted?

A No, sir.
Q Did anyone, to your knowledge?
A No, sir. I think it was a matter of the oxygen beinf

)
'

% there. However, with the great number of children we had, it
' would have, been difficult to get oxygen to all of them.

0. ‘I understand that. But actually only a very tiny '

'
i

| percentage got oxygen, did they not? E

A I believe so. ﬂ
|

Q Do you feel that you acted consistent with your dutyf

!'in that situation?

A Yes, sir.

Q Where did you receive your training, in this air

space medicine?

A Brooks Air Force Base in Texas.
Q How long was your training? |
A I believe it was eight or nine weeks, maybe slightly
. i
| less than that. Six to nine. 5
o What did you do -~ let me show you this Alr Force pam}

I‘fphlat called "Physiological Training”, Department of the Air
%;Force, and ask you if you --

MR. DUBUC: Does it have any number or anything?

NEAL R. GROSS
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MR. LEWIS: Yes, it does. Arp-160-3, and it has a
date of 23 January 1976. | %

MR. PIPER: I object to the use of this particular
f document in that it obviously was not used eithier at the time
; she received her training or the cday of the accident.
MR. LEWIS: They may have just changed the last pagesi
MR. PIPER: I do not know whether they did or not.
‘ MR. LEWIS: That is what I intend to find out.
t MR. PIPER: Objection to that document.
MR. DUBUC: I think I would note on the record that
if we are going to show her scmething and use parts of that
i that it should be marked so that --
MR. LEWIS: Certainly: ' i
MR. DUBUC: -- later on we can find out what she re-

ferred to.

MR. LEWIS: We will.

MR. PIPER: Did you have a particular page?

| MR. LEWIS: No, I just wanted to ask her if a book
similar to that ~- and I am not saving identical -- was used

in her training.

(Whereupon, the document was
handed to the witness for |
examination.) |
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SS: I would say a similar book, yes, sir.

BY MR. LIEWIS: |

0. Okay. My understanding is that ycu produced that -

MR. PIPLER: HMay I make a statement for the rececrd,
pleasé?

HMR. LEWIS: Please.

MR. PIPER: I noted that on Page 1 that this pamphlex
dated 23 January 1975 on the inside and '76 on.the outside, I
am sure that is an error on the inside, superseded Air Force.
Pamphlet 161-16* dated 1 April 1968 and together with Air Force
Regulation 160-40 dated 23 January 1976 superseded AFM, Air
Force Manual 160-5 dated 27 Februvary 1969. From the document
itself, it is apparent that this particular pamphlet was not i=x
effect at all in any form on the date of her training or on
the day of the accident.

MR. LEWIS: Would you furnish us then with the pam-
phlet that was in effect at the time -~

MR. PIPER: Are you requesting production of a super-

seded document in effect on the date of the accident?

MR. LEWIS: Yes, certainly. I may be mistaken, and

' I don't mean to suggest that --

MR. PIPER: If you will lock at the bottom of that,
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. Mr. Lewis, you will see that that pamphlet did not exist in any

; form on the date of the accident.

MR. LEWIS: I am sure, but not positive, that we got

;this document £from you.
MR. PIPER: No, we had no request for production of
. such a document. You may have gotten it under the‘Freedom of
i Information Act from someone, but not from me. I would have
given the document's own date. |

MR. LEWIS: I am not insisting that we did get them
from you. I just thouéht that.

THE WITNESS: May I say something?

MR. PIPER: Certainly.

THE WITNESS: That book is similar only in that it iz

similar to a booklet which I studied at this school for aero-

f
i
|
l

space mursing. It is similar only in the aspects of physiolo—j

gy at a higher altitude, which that definitely covers. That

was a very small portion of the higher nursing or £light nurs-

ing type book, which is the same type of setup, same things
covered; however, it goes into diseases and how to treat di-
seases in especially how to treat them in altitude.

MR. LEWIS: I understand.
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Q. Bu: part of vour training included the conditlons

that can eiit at high altitude when a sudden decompression oc-

curs, is that not right?

2 That is right.

Q and it also discusses to the degree necessary for th

Alr Force nursing personnel to treat such patients, does it not-

A That is true.

Q And it also discusses procedures to be followed by
Air Force persohnel under those particular atmospheric condi-
tions, does it not?

A That 1s correct.

0. Now, can you tell us in general form what you were
taught? I do not want vou to recite it verbatim, but give me
a general form of what you were taught in that part?

A As I recall, generally, at the time of a rapid de-
compression, to ensure that individuals have oxygen, assess
their injuries, and make preparation for landing.

MR. PIPER: I want to copy down the pertinent ——.
MR. LEWIS: Sure.
BY MR. LEWIS:

Q. Now, what sensation did you note when the bottom
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i .
i portion of the airplane was being dispersed, to use your word?

A The feeling of a thud as we landed -- a couple of

thuds as we landed in Saigon.

; Q It was not the normal landing on an Air Force runway,
|
rwas it?
A it did not feel much differsnt to me; maybe a slightl:

more forceful landing, but not a violent landing at all to what

I felt.
Q. Were any of the major structures of the airplane tor:n
of£? ) -
A In the crash? %
Q. Yes.. ?
A Were any of the major --
Q Structures of the alrplane, any of the larger major

pieces of the airplane torn off?
A Yes, sir. ;
Q What parts did you see?
A I could see a wing, for instance, on landing. I saw
. that we had ob&iously sheared our section off from the rest
of the éirplane.
Q. How many children did you have to aid from your loca-

tion?
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A After the cracsh, six?
Q No, during the decompression period?
A Several children who were sitting beneath where I

was standing at the time of the rapid decompression.

19} How many?
A, I do not recall the exact number, sir.
Q Do you know how long a period it was from the sudden

. decompression to the word from the pilot that you could take

. the oxygen off?

A No, sir, I db not know exactly how long that was.

0 Could you give us ény estimate in minutes? %
A I would éay not more than a few minutes. i
0. What does a few mean? | i
A Probably no more than four or five minutes. é
o} What medical supplies and equipment did you take on |

;the airplane with you?

A. As I recall, we had two, maybe one, but I believe twoﬁ
zemergency type trunks.

Q Pardon?

A’ One or two emergency type trunks with medical equip-

+iment inside them, as I recall.

Q Did you ~-- were you aware of any attempt to get
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. anything for the small children?

A

o

As far as medical eqguipment?

Or things necessary for taking care of them. I gues:z

a young baby needs some things that are not strictly bandages

and medicines.

A

Q.

A

Q

Mr. Lewis.

Q

A.
Q.
A
I recall,

Q

A

Yes, sir.
What were they?

Pampers and juices. That is all I can remember,

Bassinettes?

MR. PIPER: . The question has been asked and answered,

!

Objection.
THE WITNESS: I do not reczll. I do not recall that;

BY MR. LEWIS:

Did the children have safety belts on?

Yes, sir.

Were there ordinarily two children inside each belt?
Yes, sir, and they were padded between each other, as
with a pillow or blanket or something like that.

They were padded between each child?

Right, yes, sir.

Why did you do that?

Comfort, I think.

Are you saying that is the fact? Are you sure of
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tthat?

)% Yes, sir, I believe 1 staueé that previously.

Q I just want to know if you are sure of that? Do you
. have a present recollection of that or are you just relying cn

' what you said previously?

A yo, I believe that is how it was, sir.

Q How many pillows did you have on the airplane?

A I have no idea, sir. |

0 Where did the pillows come from?

A I do not know that.

Q That was a troop transporﬁ section, was it not?

A Yes,.sir{

Q Do troop transport sections ordinarily have a large

supply of pillows?

A Sir, I do not know that.

Q How long were you on the ground loading children?

A I would say approximately a half hour or maybe 45
minutes.

Q Now, who told you that you were going to receive 120
childrén?

A I do not recall who it was.

Q fhat was the condition of the children when they got:
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on the airplane?

A They appeared to be normal,vhealthy babies and child
ren.

Q Now, did you use any pillows on the cargo deck?

A On what section?

o} Did you use any pillows on the cargo deck?

A I do not know that, sir.

Q You and the medical director -- what was her name?

Lieutenant Ann Aune --

pronounced Aune?

A Yes,

sir,

is that it?

55

Aune, A-U-N-E, is that

Q You and Lieutenant Aune decided the questions about

how to load the -- and store these children, did you not?

A Yes, sir.
Q You shared in that responsibility, did you not?
A That is right.

Q All right.

on the lower deck?

A Sir,

o Is there some reason that you recall what you decided

I do not recall.

‘My question is: did you use any pillows

to do on the upper deck and not what you decided to do on the

lower deck?
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Probably boczuse the twe dacks were different.

A little different. The lowcr onc was certainly the

most barren and spartan, was 1t not?

A

Q

Yes, sir.

And it was potentially the most dangerous in case the

children were in a crash?

MR. PIPER: Objection. That calls for speculation

and conclusion.

Q

BY MR. LEWIS:

Is that not ﬁrue?

MR. DUBUC: Objection.

THE WITNESS: Would .you please repeat the question?
BY MR. LEWIS:

I said the lower deck was potentially the most dan-

gerous location in the event of a crash, was it not?

Q

MR. PIPER: Same objection.

THE WITNESS: I do nct know that.

MR. DUBUC: Objection.

BY MR. LEWIS:

Would you say that never occurred to you?
No, sir.

In the event the airplane crashed, what part of the

1
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alirplanes did you think would hit first, the bottom or the top?
MR. DUBUC: Objection.
MR. PIPER: Objection.

THE WITNESS: Sir, I figured if I was ever in a crash,

i
i

the whole thing would always go -- I would always go with the

airplane. ‘I have no way of knowing which part would be sal-

vaged from the other wreckage.

BY MR. LEWIS:

Q. Did you discuss anything regarding safety precauticns

in the event of an impending crash when you were in this Air

Force program? |
1 ) ] i
MR. PIPER: It has been asked and answered. I object

|
to it. }

| THE WITNESS: I am sorry. I do not understand. é
| BY MR. LEWIS: i
E Q0. When you had your training program, did your teacher

or instructor ever take up the subject, either in writing or

- orally, of safety precautions in the event of a crash?

’ A Yes, sir.
Q What was covered?
A Many areas of what happens if you are going to crash.
Q Was the necessity to have somebody in some kind of a;
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protective seat stressed to you?
A Yes,
Q You knew the babies cn the lowzr deck &id not have
this kind of protection, did vou not?
3. Yes, sir.
Q. 50, did you not therefore think that that was a mors
hazardous location than the upper deck?
A At the time, I do not believe that occurred to me.
Q. All right. Did you give the children on the lower
deck any pillows?
MR. PIPER: Objection. That guestion has been asked
at least twicé before and it has been answered.
BY MR. LEWIS:
Q She said she did not remember. I thought she might
remember now.
A Sir, I do not remember. I did not stay in the lower
section of the airplane once I took two children up to the up-

per deck. I stayed there from that time on.

Q. You did discuss with Lieutenant Aune how the children

should be handled on the lower deck, did you not?
A Yes, sir.

Q That is what I am talking about.
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A Yes, but I do not remember discussing pillows. I do

pillows.

Q Can you tell me what the surface of the floor was
like, was it smooth or rough? I am speaking of the lower deck,
ncw., .

A Yes, sir. I remember that it had some type of wedg-

ing, I would term it, into the floor in which equipment was at-

' remember discussing blankets, but I do not remember discussing

tached to the floor on a type of grating or metal rungs of some

i sort into the floor.

Q Was the surface of the floor smooth or rough?

A Where the grating was not or where this type of hook-:

ups for equipment was at, I would say the floor was smcoth.
Q In between the place where equipment was tied down,
what was the surface of the floor?

A As I remember, smooth.

Q. All right. Smooth like this table is smooth, is that

t

1
'

|
i

right?
A Basically, yes, sir.
Q Now, you anticipated that the lower deck was going to

be cold in flight, did you not?

A No, sir, I do not recall thinking of that.
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Q. Had you ever been in a czrgo plane before?

A I do not believe so.

Q This was the first time?

a. As I recall, vyes.

Q What ages were the children that were in the lower

deck? Wexe they babies, too?

A I believe there were some babies and older children
also, but I do not know how old. .

0. Did the older children, then, did they have to lie
strapped to the floor during the f£light?

A I do not know that, sir.

Q. What did you discuss with Lieutenant Aune with re-

| spect to the older children as to how they would be positioned

in the £flight?

A I do not recall whether or not we decided that they
should be lying or sitting. I do not recall that, sir.

Q If they had the cargo strap'over them, they would

have to lie, is that right?

A I do not believe so, sir.

Q‘ Would you just tell me how that configuration would
be?

A I would think that they could sit and still be

3
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strapped intoc the --.

o It would depend upon where the strap was placzd over

. them, would it not?

A Yes, sir.

0. Do you know how they were strapped? Were they
strapped across the chest? Were they --

A I do not know,.

0. When you discussed this with Lieutenant Aune, did

you give any indication to the people that were doing the strar--

ping as to how they should fasten these children down?
A Neo, sir, I do not recall —-
MR.'PIPER: Objection. I would like to make an ob-
jection on the record. It has been asked and answered. Did
you get her answer, Mr. Lewis?
MR. LEWIS: Yes. Thank you.
BY MR. LEWIS:
0 What machinery was located in the cargo compartment
in addition to the children?
A To my knowledge, none at that time.
Q I am sorry. Would you mind telling me your answer.
I do not know that I heard it.

A To my knowledge, no equipment or machinery was down
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., there at that time.

Did you carry machinery to Vietnam?
Yes.

Were any children located in the box?
Pardon me?

Were any children put in a box?

No.

Or container of any kind?

I did not see any.

All right. How long had yvou been airborne at the

time of the sudden decompression occurred?

A

Q

I would say 15 to 20 minutes.

You said in your statement "about 20 minutes", is

that right?

A

Q

A

Q

I would say that again.
Is that right, about 20 minutes?

Yes, sir.

Did you hear of rapid decompression at £light school?

Yes, sir.

Did they have the sound so that you could understand

what it sounded like?

A

Yes, sir.
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Tell me the cilrcumstances where you heard the rapid

 decompression at school?

|

A

There i3 an altitude chamber in the flight school anc

~everyone in the class and in the course goes into the altitude

‘chamber and the altitude is arrangsd like an airborne altitude

and then a, rapid decompression occurs.

QO

A
0.
A

Q

So you hear the noise and notice the --
Yes.

The loss of pressure?

Yes,; sir. That is right.

The rapid decompression, then, that you noticed on

the C-5A was in some way similar to that at flight school?

A

o3

A

Yes, sir.
Was it different?

No, I cannot say it was different except that there

were debris, very small debris that were flying around in the

airplane as opposed to the rapid decompression occurring at

flight school, there was no debris.

Q. -

All right. You were really gquite frightened on the

occasion of the rapid decompression, were you not?

A

Q

Yes, sir.

Because you thought you were going to die?
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A Yes, sir.

Q The tiny babies that werzs in your vicinity, they jus=

. seemed sort of stunned?

A No, sir. They just seemed very wide awake; not at

all stunned; just like nothing had occurred.

0 Hell, you needed oxygen to —-— a mask to breathe, did
you not?
A I put my oxygen mask on. I was certainly not having

aif hunger.
Q You could breathe normally without it?
A I did not check that out. I put the oxygen mask on
very shortly after the rapid decompression.
o} So you do not know whether you would have had air
hunger or not?
A That is right.
MR. LEWIS: Excuse me just a minute, gentlemen and
lady.
MR. PIPER: Sure.
(Whereupon, counsel examined his

files.}

(Short pause.)
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BY MR. LEWIS:
What kind of fire cccurred éfter the crash?
I saw a wing burn, maybe two wings.
Was it a brisk fire?
Yes, as I recall.
Pardon?
Yes, sir, as I recall, it was a very =—--
All right. Any other part of the aifplane on fire?
I do not recall seeing any other part on fire.

Your section, where you were, had separated from the

rest of the airplane?

A

o

A

0

Yes, sir.
In other words, it had just broken off?
Yes, sir.

Were any of the Air Force personnel ever examined

i

for injuries associated with decompression, to your knowledge?

A

Q.

Not to my knowledge, no.

There was a lady right across the aisle from you thaﬁ

was injured in the accident, is that correct?

A

Q

I believe she was killed in the accident.
How was she killed?

MR. DUBUC: I object to that question. That case
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" has been filed and discontinued. + is irrelewvant.

MR. PIPER: Same objection.u
THE WITNESS: I do not know how she was killed.
BY MR. LEVIS:
Q. Was she in the sam= position as you?
MR. DUBUC: Continued objection.

BY MR. LEWIS:

Q. In other words, where was she located in the air-
plane?
A She was across the aisle from me in the airplane and

at the time of the impact, I do not know what position she was
in. - _ .

Q Was she laying across the children, too?

A I do not ~-

MR. PIPER: Objection. She answered she did not know
what position she was in at the time of the impact. It has
been answered.

BY MR. LEWIS:

Q_ What was she doing when you last saw her?
A When I last saw her, which was several minutes be-
fore impact ~-

Q How many minutes?
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2. I would say several, probably no more than four or
five minutes, before impact, she was, as I recall, kneeling in

~-- not in the aisle, kneeling between the seats.

0 Do you mean between the rows of seats? i
A Yes, sir. " %
Q Did you see where her body was after thé accidaent? g
A Yes, sir. é
Q Where was it? é
A It was in the front of our compartment on the ground.
Q When you say-on the ground, do you mean on the flco:;
A No, sir._ I mean it was outside of the airplane. %
Q It was thrown out of the airplane? g
A Yes, sir. Or at least the airplane, when it had been

i
|

severed from the other part of the airplane and it was kind of;

shoved into the ground, she was in that type of position. f
{
0. Now, the section of seats where she was kneeling, waé

that damaged?

1
|
]
i
{
i
)
|

A No, sir, I do not believe so.
Q Did the seats remain where they were?
A Yes, sir. i

Q Were any of them dislodged?

A I do not know that.
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Q Did you sze the lady's body?
A Yes, sir. :
Q. What obkvious phvsical injuries did she have from whai

you could seea?

MR. DUBUC: I again note my objzction. That case has
been filed. and diccontinued.

THE WITNE3S: I could not see any injuries on her;
however, the position she was laying in, from ﬁy knowledge of
:physiology, I concluded -- but I do not know this -- that she
- probably broke. her neck.

BY MR. LEWIS: ' f
Q All fighé. You say you do not know where she was |
- when the plane hit?
A That is right.
Q You do recall giving a statexent to the Air Force,

did you not?

A Yes.
Q Pardon? ?
A Yes, sir. ;

Q Have you read it recently?
A Yes, sir.
Q When did you last read it? é
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MR. PIPER: Diper.
THE WITNESS: Yes.
BY MR. LEWIS:
Q Anyone else?
) Mr, Van Nuys.
Q dhen did you discuss it with Mr. Van Nuys?
A At thg same time I did Mr. Piper.
Q All right. They were together?
A Yes.

Q Anybody else?

A Also present was Captain Traynor and my husband was
present.
Q Have you discussed your testimony with anyone on anvy

other occasion than this meeting with Mr. Piper?

A No, sir.

0 Are you a career Air Force officer?

A Yes, sir.

Q What is your husband's occupation?

A He has had several Alr Force assignments and differ-s

ent jobs. He is in the Social Acticns Business.
Q Does he work for the Air Force?

A Yes, sir.
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Is he a civillan employee for the Air Force?

No, sir. He is a military member of the Air Force.

What is his rank?

Captain.

And what is his name?

Martin Tate.

Is he a career Air Force officer?

Yes.

Did you see other people that were physically in-
any adults that were physically injured in the crash?

Yes.

From your observaticn?

Yes, sir.

Who were they?

One of the flight crew who was a maintenance type per-

i
|
'
F
]
f

the flight was also killed that I saw. There were some

other, more or less, minor injuries -- Lieutenant Aune,

Q.

A

{ Lieutenant Goffinet, a couple of the Sergeants also.

How many children were killed?
Sir, I do not know.
Did you see any dead children?

No, sir.
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A No,
Q How

MR.
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never did sce any dead cbildren?
sir. |
many dead adults did you see?

PIPER: I object to this on relevancy grounds.

You can answer if you can.

THE

WITNESS: I saw those two that I mentioned.

BY MR. LEWIS:

Q. Just those two?
A Yes.
Q In your statement, on Page 7 of the 8 pages, I note

this line: "When the plane hit --

MR.
MR.

most directly

PIPER: Let me show her a copy of the statement -
LEWIS: Surely.
PIPER: Since you are reading from it.

LEWIS: In the upper paragraph.

(Whereupon, a copy of the statemen

was shown to the witness.)

FRICKER: Sixth line from the top.
LEWIS: "When thé plane hit, her mother was al-

across from me and the row of babies, directly

across the aisle from me or in maybe the row in front of that

section."
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BY MR. LEWIS:

0. Is that the lady that was killed?
A Yes, sir, I believe so.
0. So you did know where she was when the plane hit,

did you not?

A T concluded that is where she staysd, but I do not
really know that is where she was.

Q. How did you conclude that?

A, I left her there when I scooted across the aisle, so‘
I assume she séayed there, but that was just an assumptiocn on
ny part.

0. You do not say that here. You say: "When the plane:
hit. . .", she was in a particular location?

A That is what I said, yes, sir.

MR. DUBUC: I just note for the record if we are
going to be reading from and refreshing her recollection from
the statement, we should mark it so we know what we are read-
ing from when_we read this transcript.

MR. LEWIS: Surely you have no objection to that.

MR. BATTOCCHI: I think we can just stipulate it is

the statement she gave that is appended to the collateral re-

port.
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MR. LEWIS: I think that would be simpler.
MR. PIPER: I have no.objection to either method.
BY MR. LEWIS:
Do you know who the daughter was of this lady?
Did I know then that she was the daughter of —-—
Do you know now?
No, sir.
Do you know the lady's name?
No, sir.
What happened to your friend, Lieutenant Aune?
MR. PIPER: Objection as to time. When?
BY MR. LEWIS:

Well, you saw her in the hospital in Saigon, did you

Yes, sir.

Now, you were frightened at being in Saigon, were you

Yes, sir.

Quite frightened, as a matter of fact?
Yes, sir.

That was your first time?

No, I had been in Saigon previously, but not under
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; these type of circumstances.

!i o} What did you obssrve the iajuries to Lieutenant Auns
twere?

A As I recall, she had a deep gash in her leg; I be-

lieve she was ccmplaining of her back hurting.

Q Any other injuries that you could see?
A I do not recall, sir.
o Where was she located at the time of impact? The

first impact?

A I do hot know, sir.

Q. She was in your compartment?

A Yes, sir.

0. But you do not know where she was?

A No.

o Whefe was she when you last saw her?

A I believe when I last saw her, she was toward the

rear using oxygen.

| Q She was farﬁher aft than you were?
|
) A Yes,
| Q‘ How far, in feet?
A I am a poor judge of measurements, but I would say

maybe 20 feet.
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Q. Roughly a car length?

A At least that much, I would think. She was very neax

or, when I saw her, she was at the freont row ocf the troop sec-

- tion and I was one-third back from the flight deck, prcbably.

i

Q Was she also bending over the seats when you last

saw her? .

A No, sir, she was using oxygen when I last saw her.

Q0. All right. Was she seated in a seaté

A No, sir, she was standing.

Q And .you saw iieutenant Goffinet, G-0~F-F-I-N-E-T, in

i the X-ray Department?

A Yes, sir.

Q What happened to her?

L She had a shoulder injury.

'Q Can you tell me why the older children were placed
on the lower deck?

A Yes, I believe it was because we felt that it would
be mcre easily -- more easy to put the smaller children in
seats and secure them better to the seats.

Q So there was a definite decision to put the older
children on the lower deck?

A Yes, sir.
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0. rnd you and Lieutenant Aune participated in that de-
- cision? ;
A I believe so. I
f 0 Do you know whether there were oxygen bottles that

had oxygen in them located in the airplane in addition to the
oxygen that came down from the ceiling of the compartment?
A I know that the flight crew indicated that there wers

usable oxygen bottles in the aircraft before we took off.

|
Q. Yho told you? i

A One o% the flight crew members and I do not know who:
g it was. g
Q You do not knowvwho_it was? E
A Right, no, sir. i
Q. You do not know whether there actually was oxygen in?

|

the bottles or do you? E

A No, sir, I have no way of knowing.

0 Do you know where they were located?

A At the time, I did, ves.

Q So you knew when the sudden decompression occurred,
! you knew where to go for an oxygen bottle to carry around with
you?

A Yes.
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You knew, of course, that they were portable and prc-

| :
iivided means of supplying oxygen to anyone that needed it for
i
P any mobile purpose?

!

Yes, sir.
Did you see anvbody using them?
I do not recall that, sir.

MR. LEWIS: That is all the questions that I have of

this witness at this'time.

MR. PIPER: Mr. Battocchi?
CROSS-EXAMINATION
BY MR. BATTOCCHT:

Captain Tate, did you go to Saint Mary's in South

No, sir.
Where did you go?

I went to an affiliate of the school, though, which

is Holy Cross.

Did you grow up in the South Bend area?
Yes, Gary, outside of Gary.

When did you first go into the Air Force?
In 1571 -- I am sorry, 1972.

In what capacity?
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crash?

As a nurse.

Where were you first statianed?

At Eglin 2ir Force Base in Florida.

Were you thereafter stationed at different places?
Thereafter, I went to the Philipp;nes.

When did vou go to the Philippines?

In December of 1874.

When did you get married to your preéént huskand?
In June of 1977.

For htw long have you known him?

MR. PIPER: I object to this on relevancy grounds.
THE WITNESS: For a year and a half.

BY MR. BATTOCCHI:

How long has he been in the Air Force?

I believe 20 years.

Has he ever flown Air Force planes?

Oh, yes, sir.

Whaé kind?

I do not know that, sir.

What kind of planes did you fly in before the Saigon
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A For the Air Force, you mean?
Q. Yes, ma'amn.

A. I flew C-9's,

Q Exclusively C-9's? i
A Yes, sir.
Q Were any of those cargo configurations or were they

all pallotized with seats in them?

A All pallotized.

o Did you have any concern before you tock off on the
Saigon flight that the‘rear door might blow ocut?

A No,.sir.ﬁ

0] Did you hear any conversations of people mentioning
the possibility that the rear door might blow out?

A No, sir.

Q Have you ever been in any flights tﬁat made emergen-

cy landings?

A No, sir.

0} Have you ever been on any aborted missions?

A. I do not know what an aborted mission is.

Q Have you ever been on any flights that were cancel-

led for any reason?

A I believe so, sir.
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o3 Do you recall what the reasons wore?
A No, I do not recall.
Q To whom did you give the statement that Mr. Lewis

was asking you scme questions about a while ago?
A To Colonel Waxstein.
Q Dpid you give any statements to any other Air Force
officials at any time?
A Yes, to Colonel Rayman.
0. Okay.
MR. DUBUC:' I did not get that answer.
THE WITNESS: Colonel Rayman, the'flight surgeon.

BY MR. BATTOCCHI:

i
]
i

i

o Colonel Waxstein was conducting a collateral investi-

gation, is that correct?
A Yes, sir.
Q Was Colonel Rayﬁan asking you for your statement in
connection with the Air Force's official investigation?
A Sir, I do not know his reason.
MR. PIPER: Objection. This was an official Air
Force investigation. |

MR. LEWIS: She said she did not know the reason.
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of privileged
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precisely the

BATTOCCHI:

PIPER: --

that -~

BATTOCCHI:

conditions

and I am entitled to ask

COURT

82

;§ BY MR. BATTOCCHI:
| Q When did Colonel Rayman asﬁ you for your statement?
| A I believe it was the morning following the crash.
? Q. Were you in Saigon at the time?
a No, sir, I was in the Philippines.

ask you whether you had -- I am not saying this is the case,
I just want to find out =-- did he ask you whether you had any-
thing to hide in connection with giving a statement?

A I do not recall that.

| ness not to answer any questions concerning the Rayman state-
ment. It is, as you well know, given to the Accident Investi-

gation Board unéér the procedures of Air Force Regulation

Mr. Piper?

and is a statement which has the claim

Mr. Piper, I am trying to find out
under which the statement was given

this witness those questions.

NEAL R. GROSS
REPORTERS AMD TRANSCRIBERS
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Q fhilippines, okay. Did Colonel Rayman, at that time,

|
|
|
}

MR. PIPER: Objection. I am going to direct the wit~
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BY MR. BATTOCCHI:

Q Let me ask you a general question, Captain Tate. Dc |

you presently have anything to hide with respect to anything

that happened in connecticn with the Saigon flight of the crash?

A No, sir.

Q At the time you talked with Colonel Rayman, did you
have anything to hide?

A No, sir.

Q Did Colonel Rayman ever tell you that he would pro-
mise you that anything you said to the Air Force, if you had
anything to hide or for any other reason, would be secret?

A I do not recall that, sir.

Q All he did was come to you and ask you to give &

statement, is that fair?

A I believe so.
Q And you gave him a statement?
A Yes, sir.

o} Did that statement differ in any way from the state-

ment you gave Colonel Waxman?

A I do not recall what I said.
Q Did you ever obtain a copy of that statement?
A No, sir.
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statement?

A

Q

A

Q

Rayman?

e

A =T~

Qo

that what

A

ments to Colonel Waxman aside from yourself?

As I recall, I believe the other nurses also did.
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Would you have any objection to our looking at that

No, sir.

Do you know of any Air Force personnel who gave state-

Yes, sir.

Who gave statements to Colonel Waxman?
I believe --

MR. PIPER: It is Waxstein.

BY MR. BATTOCCHI:

Waxstein.

Do you know who else gave statements to Colonel

I believe the other nurses also.

Where were they when they gave the statements?
I believe in the hospital, too.

In the Philippines?

Yes, sir.

i

Did any of them ever tell you that they were promised

they said would be kept secret?

No, sir.

NEAL R. GROSS
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MR. DUBUC: Objection.
MR. PIPER: Objection.

BY MR. BATTOCCHI:

Did any of them ever tell you that they had anything

: to hide about what happened during the crash?

¥MR. PIPER: Objection.

THE WITNESS: I do not recall that they did, sir.
BY MR. BATTOCCHI:

Has your husband ever flown any C-5's?

I &0 not knoﬁ.

MR. DUBUC: C-5 or C-5A's?

BY MR. BATTOCCHI: )

Yes, ma'am, I mean as pilot and commander --

MR. LEWIS: Is there a "B"?

(Laughter.)

THE WITNESS: Oh, no, sir. He is not a pilot. My

husband is not a pilot.

P

oo

BY MR. BATTOCCHI:

f see. Your husband has never flown airplanes?
I thought you meant flown in on an airplane.
No, ma'am. I meant --

No, no, no. He has never flown.

NEAL R. GROSS
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' he was flying for the Air Force, as a passenger?

he has flown in Air Force airplanes before.
Q Has he flown on Air Force airplanes during the year
and a half that you have known him? To your knowledge.

A I do hot believe so.

| scever after the crash?
A Yes.
Q Did you ever discuss with anybody on what the possi-
ble cause of this accident might be?
MR, DUBUC: Obijection.
MR. PIPER: Objection to the form.
MR. DUBUC: Are you including ﬁer husband in that
group? |
BY MR. BATTOCCHI:
Q Do you remember the question I asked you?

MR. DUBUC: I would like clarification.

NEAL R. CROSS
{ COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRISERS
j! WASHINGTON, D.C.
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Q I see. Okay. Has he flown in Air Force airplanes?
A Yes, sir.
Q On what kinds of missions and what was he doing when

?

i

i
1

A I did not know him at that time, so I do not know for

sure what he has flown in or done on an airplane. I just know

|
!
|

!
|
k
¥

Q Did you ever discuss this accident with anybody what%

I



tion.

Q.
crash?

A

e

the cause

: husband in that group, Mr. Battocchi?

husband, it is privileged.

. Did you ever hear from any socurce, from any of these

people, as to what might have been the cause of the crash?
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THE WITNWESS: Yes.

MR. DUBUC: Other persons —-- are you including her
MR. BATTOCCHI: You may go ahead and answer the gques-:
MR. DUBUC: I note my objection. If it includes the

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.
BY MR. BATTOCCHI:

Whom have you discussed the accident with after the

Probably a lot of péople.

MR. DUBUC: Objection.
MR. PIPER: Objection.
MR. DUBUC: Hgarsay.
THE WITNESS: I read in an Air Force newsletter what
of the crash was determined as being.
BY MR. BATTOCCHZI:

When did you read that newsletter?

b
I am sure it was several months after the accident.

NEAL R. GROS
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Q What did the newsletter loock like? Let me explain
to you why I am asking this question. I am not sure that I

have ever seen the newsletter that you are talking about and I

"would like to get an idea of when you may have read the news~

. letter and where vou read it and who sent it out and what it

said. .
Can you help me along those lines?
A I would recognize the paper, but I do not know the

name of it. I think it is still being published. I believe

it is a bulletin-type newspaper or newsletter that is sent out

to all the bases and I think I have a copy of it at home, but
I certainly do not have it here.
Q What is your best recollection as to what the news-
letter said was the cause of the crash?
MR. PIPER: Objection.
MR, DUBUC: Objection. The newsletter speaks for

itself.

1
i
l
1
1

i
!
1

MR. BATTOCCHI: Do you want to provide us with a copy

so. I do not have to indulge this --
MR. PIPER: I:-do not know what she is talking about.
I cannot provide you with a copy.

MR. BATTOCCHI: You cannot very well tell me that I

NEAL R. GRQOSS
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. cannot have a copy on the one hand and T

' ness questions about it on ‘the other.

MR. DUBUC: Note my objection.
poling hearsay at this point.

THE WITNESS: Should I answer?

HR. PIPER: Answer if you can.

MR. BATTOCCHI: The objections

89

cannot ask the wit-

I
i

|
|

This is double totem-

by counsel are merely

for the record and you can go ahead and answer the question.

THE WITNESS: Would you repeat the question?

MR. BATTOCCHI: Yes, ma'am.

BY MR. BATTOCCHI:

Q Do you recall what this newsletter said about the

cause 0of the crash?

|
i
|
|
|
|
%
i
|
t
)
l

A That adefective bolt had caused the door to fall off .

in flight.

Q - Did you know at that time that Lockheed had manu-

factured the C-5A aircraft?

A Oh, yes.

Q. Did you know that they manufactured the bolt that

was involved?
MR. DUBUC: Objection.

THE WITNESS: ©No, sir.

NEAL R, GROSS
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MR. DUBUC: Objecction.

BY MR. BATTOCCHI:

Did you ever talk to anybody about Lockheed's possi-

in connection with this crash?
No, sir.

Did you ever talk to any Lockheed employees about

No, sir.

Is a C~9 -- a DC-8 configured for hospital purposes,

do you know that?

;nl

N =

o)

?:l

MR. DUBUC: Note my objéction.

THEAWITNESS: I‘forget.

BY MR. BATTOCCHI:

Okay. You do not know who made the C<9?

Yes, I do kﬁow that McDonald Douglas makes C-9.
Does it have four jet engines, two on each wing?
I forget.

Okay. Did it have a rear cargo door?

Yes.

Where was the rear cargo door?

This is a rear passenger door.

On the side of the airplane?

NEAL R. GROSS
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A There was also a side door, but there was a rear
step leading up into the -- by the airplane -- we are talking
about the C~9 plane? ' §

Q Yes, ma'am.

MR. DUBUC: Just for the record, the C-9 is a DC-9.

1l
1

MR. PIPER: We will also stipulate it has two engine{
on the side in front of the fusilage.
BY MR. BATTOCCHI: )
o Did you ever enter a C-9 through the rear door, the
one that opened to the‘ground?
A Yes, sir.
Q Weré you near the rear doors of a C-9 at any time

while the rear door was being closed?

A I believe I was.

Q Did you observe the door opening and closing?

A I am quite sure I did at the time.

Q -Did you ever hear of any rear doors blowing out of

any C-9's?
A No, sir.
Q Did you ever hear of any malfunctions of any rear

doors in C-9's?

A I do not recall having so.

»,
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Q Did you ever talk to any people in the Air»Force
:who told you they had heard of rear doors blowing out on
iC-l4l's?
MR. DUBUC: Objection.
THE WITNESS: I do not recall that.-
BY MR. BATTOCCHI:
Q Do you recall talking to anybody who told you about
problems with rear cargo doors_or rear cargo doors blowing'out?
on any airplane? |

A No.

|
|
4
|
|
i
|
I

Q Did you stop flying immediately after this crash?

A For the Air Force, yes. ;

Q Are you currently employed by the Air Force? %
|

A Yes. }

Q Have you flown for anybody else since the crash?

A No == I mean I did not stop £lying, but I certainly

stopped flight nursing.

Q Flight nursing?

A Yes, that is right.

VQ Had you been involved in any other crashes before
this one?

A No.

NEAL R. GROSS
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Q Or any other accidents involving airplanss before

this one?

A No, sir.

Q Would it be fair to say that -- strike that. How
iwould.you describe the boom you heard at the time of the rapid
Edecompression?
A Very loud, horrendous boom.
0} And at that time, were you fairly confident that you
might be killed?
‘ A Yes..

z o Is that because of your knowledge of what can happen

if you are in an air crash?

o)

A Yes.
Q Were you terrified during the remainder cf the £light
A Yes.
Q Would it be fair to say that you were undergoing ex-

treme suffering?

MR. DUBUC: Objection.

THE WITNESS: I would say mental anguish certéinly
was there.
BY MR. BATTOCCHI:

Q As best you could observe, did the other people whom

: NEAL R. GROSS
i; COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS

{ WASHINGTON, D.C.



84

you were able to see also exhibit signs of extreme mental an-

?guish?
| A Yes, I would say so.
MR. DUBUC: Objection.
BY MR. BATTOCCHI:
o} 4 think in response to one of Mr. Lewis' questions,

you testified that you saw parts of the aircraft dispersed all |

over the airfield.

A Yes, sir.

Q I think you uéed the word-“airfield"?

A Yes, sirt

o} This aircraft did not land at the airfield, did it?
A No, sir.

Did you land out in a rice paddy?

Ll =

Yes, sir.

Q And did you notice that the aircraft parts were
scattered all over the rice paddy?

A Yes.

Q.  Would it be fair to say from your observations that
major portions of the aircraft, at least the cargo section, dis-
yintegrated after impact?

MR. DUBUC: Objection.

NEAL R. GROSS |
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THE WITNDSS: I could not tell, but that is what I
;thought occurred.
MR. BATTOCCHI: Thank you very much. I have no fur-—
ther guestions.
MR. PIPER: Mr. Dubuc? : }
N CROSS~LEXAMINATION

BY MR. DUBUC:

MR. DUBUC: Since ncbody else has marked it, I will

' mark this statement which was read from to you by Mr. Lewis as .
, ;

Defendant's Exhibit G for identification.
(Whereupon, the document was |
marked Defendant's Exhlblt G forf
"identification.)

Q Captain, I believe you indicated in response to one

of Mr. Lewis' questlons that you did not see any of the childr aon

{

“who were in the passenger compartment crying. Is that correct?

A As I recall, yes.

o When you went to flight school, did you or were you
given training as to the symptoms of anoxia, lack of oxygen?

A Yes, sir.

0 What are the symptoms?

A As I recall, some of the symptoms, and these vary

|
with each individual, some of them are cyancsis around-the lips

)
I
i
)
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- and fingernails, a sense of euphoria or depression, dizziness,
; lack of muscle cooxdination.

|

|

| Q Now, with respect to the children in the cargo com-
[

. partment, did you observe any of those symptoms on any of the

children?
A No, sir.
Q I believe you referred to some training you received

in the altitude chamber when you were -- is it Brooks Air Forcs
Base? | ;

i

a Yes, ‘sir. - |

Q As part of that training and in connection with the

'chamber, high altitude training, does there come a time when
the instructors ask you to remove your oxygen masks?

) Yes, sir.

0. Do they ask you to do several activities?

A As I recall, yes.

0 Such as playing cards or reading numbers or what

kind of activities?

A As I recall, more a mental type activity-'such as

communicating with the person next tc you -- saying your name

“and talking to them intelligently.

Q At what altitude do they usually do that in the

NEAL R. GROSS
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;chamber, do you recall?

f
!
|
|
!
?
l

not?

been

look

i A No, sir, I do not. I believe it is several altitudes
i%though.
; Q. Are there any altitudes in excess of 25,000 feet?
% A‘ I believe so.
Q Do you recall, with respect to that training, when

| you removed your mask, how long a period you were able to con-

.

verse or perform activities without use of oxygen?

A It depended upon the altitude and the period of time

i varies.

Q Based upon your training and, say, at an altitude of

i 23-25,000 feet, approximately how long were you trained that

you could perform duties and act normally?

A I do not recall that, sir.
Q Was it minutes?

A I do not recall.
Q

It would be a matter of record somewhere, would it

A Yes, sir.

o Directing your attention to the statement which has
marked as Exhibit G for identification, would you take a

at that Exhibit G, which is in front of you, and tell me

NEAL R. GROSS
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-- if it takes a minute, you can look through it -- if that is

an accurate copy of the statement that you gave to Colonel

Waxstein.
(Whereupon, the witness examined
the document.)
L Yes, sir.
o} birecting your attention to Page 2, and the second

paragraph on that page. Do you see that paragraph beginning,

"As I remember. . ."?

(Whereupon, the witness continued |

to examine the document.)

A Yes, sir.

Q Did you have occasi&n while the aircraft was on the
ground to observe the unloading of cargo from the aircraft?

A Ygs, sir.

Q@ Do you recall whether it was unloaded from the front
cargo door or from the rear cargo door?

A Yes, sir, rear cargo door.

Q Was the rear cargo door down as a ramp or how did

they do that?

A Yes.
Q Do you remember what the equipment was?
‘A I recall seeing tanks, war wmaterial.

NEAL R. GROSS
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29

Do you know what group or nationality of persons did

the majority of unloading?

A

0.

A,

G
aircraft?

A

Q

off the aircrafk? - |

A
e

A

e

were unloading?

. A

0

A

Q‘_

As I

Were
Vere

I do

Were

; do

recall, Vietnamese and Americans unloaded. ;
there Vietnamese driving tanks off the aircraft?
not recall that.

there any Vietnamese driving trucks off the

not recall.

there any Vietnamese hauling guns or howitzers

not recall. 0

You just recall that they were unloading egquipment?

Yes,

sir.

Was the flight crew in the area during the time they

i
i
i

I believe they were in the flight deck at the time.

-

They were not down in the cargo deck? i

I do not believe they were.

Do you recall whether the captain of the aircraft

and the pilot in command posted any security watch?

A

Q

I do not know that.

!

In your statement, you refer to the fact that it was .
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. kind of busy out there. What did you;mean by that? i

wearing any kind of restraining device such as a seat belt or

- A, A lot of people were milling about; a lot of obser-

vers were standing around.

Q. In the area of the cargo dooxr?
A Yes, sir.
Q Were any of them standing on the cargo door or on the

cargo ramp?

-

|
A I do not recall seeing any standing on the cargo door.
: |

t

!
!

dead after the agcident. At the last time you saw her, was she

Q You mentioned seeing one woman who you believed was

the type of strap you refer to in the answer to Mr. Lewis' ques~
tion?

A No.

Q In other words, she was unrestrained, in the aisle

of the aircraft the last time you saw her, is that correct?

A Yes, sir.
Q Am I correct, from your answer to prior questions,
- |
that you did not observe -- did you observe anyone else who was

in:the troop compartment who was killed after the accident?

A Would you please repeat that?

Q After the accident, with the exception of the woman

NEAL R. GROSS
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. you have described, did you see anyone else who was in the

cargo -~ who was in the troop compartment who was killed?

'
!
}
H

!

A I believe that the Sergeant who was a flight mechanié

i was also dead.

0. Was he in the passenger compartment also?
A Yes, sir, to my knowledge, he was.
Q. Prior to the accident, was he wearing any restrain-

ing device such as a seat belt or the straps that have been

described?

A I do not know where he was, sir.

o Did you see him before the accident?_

A No, sir, except ‘at éhe time of the rapid decompres-
sion.

Q Where was he then?

A, He was toward the aft section of the airplane with a

headset on.

o Was he standing?

A I believe he was kneeling on the floor.

0. He was not in the seat?

A No, sir.

Q And the last time you saw him, he did not have any

kind of restraining device?

MEAL R. GROSS
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A No, sir.
Q With respect to the children who were in the passen-
ger compartment, did you observe any of them who were killed?

A No, sir.

o} And I believe ycu indicated that you assisted other

members of, the medical crew in taking the children out of the

aircraft?

A Yes, sir.

Q Do you recall how many children you handled in-that
process? -
| A No, sir, but we took out zll the children and before

|

we took off, I recall that there were approximately 125 babies |

out there.
Q During that process, did you observe any of those ‘

children who had any injuries?
A No, sir.

o] Were the children treated at either the Seventh Day

Adventist Church in Saigon or at Clark Air Force Base?

- A To my knowledge, yes. |
0. Do you know if all the children were examined? z
;

A No, I have no idea. §
0. Who would know that? E

NEAL R. GROSS
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- I have no idea, sir.

Q. Do you know approximately how many children were ex-

amined at either hospital?
A No, sir.

o On Page 2 of your statement -- withdrawn.

on Page 1 of your statement, in the second paragraph

about halfway down, you indicate that after you boarded the

aircraft, you took all your medical supplies and equipment- and

secured them downstairs in the aft section of the cargo area.
Do you see that section?

(Whereupon, the witness examined
the document.)

A Yes, sir.

Q Where were the children located with respect to the
positioning of that equipment? Forward or aft?

A Forward.

0. The equipment was behind where the children &eré
seated on the cargo deck, is that correct?

A Thaﬁ is right.

Q I think you mentioned in response to some of Mr.
Lewis' questions that there were other aircraft assigned to

your unit at Clark Air Force Base in the Philippines, is that

NEAL R. GROSS
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o

PP

A

Q

~as you have described it, which is the troop compartment, is it

not?
A

o

Yes, sir.

What type of aircraft?
C-9's.

Were there any C-141's?

At that time, I believe not.
Were there any C-130's?

No, sir.

Were there any C-5A's actually located there?

No, .sir.

With respect to the passenger compartment upstairs,

Yes, sir.

104

Am I correct, according to your previous answers,

|
!
i
i
i

§
t

|
|
l
|

that none of the adults located in the upstairs passenger area |

had seats?
A
Q
k.

Q

As I recall, they did not.
So none of them had seat belts?

That is right.

In addition to you and Lieutenant Aune and the two

crew members you describe, were there any civilians -- civilian

NEAL R. GROSS
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~adults in the upstairs troop compartment?

A Yes.
0. Do you know approximately how many?
A I would say less than 20 and more possibly like 12 .

i or 13, although I do not know for sure.

) None of them had seats either, is that correct?
A I do not believe so.
Q What was the purpose of having those additional

adults in the passenger compartment?

A I believe tﬁey were sent as escorts to the orphans.

Q. Were any of them from the orphanages or the placementz
agency? B |

A I do not know.

Q. Were they briefed on the use of oxygen?

A I do not know that. . . A

1

!
Q Did you see any of those other adults also attempting

| to assist the children after the decompression as to the use
| of oxygen or oxygen masks? |
' !
A . I could not see them. E
|
Q You were asked a gquestion as to the sound you recall%
at the time of decompression and I believe you described it as}

a loud boom, is that correct?

NEAL R. GROSS
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A Yes, sir.

0. I think you had previously indicated that you had
heard a similar sound when you underwent high altitude chamber
training, is that correct? i

A Yes, sir. . g

Q JIs there any hissing that precedes that sound or did
you hear any hissing preceding that sound either at the time
of decompression in connection with this accident or when you
underwent your training in the high altitude chamber?

A I did not hear any.

Q You may have already answeared this, but do you recall
approximately.how ﬁuch time expired between the time of the da-
compression and the time of first impact with the ground?z

A Approximately 20 minutes.

Q During that period, did you receive any instructions |
i

!

or any briefings from any of the crew members as to what was to

be done prior to impact?

A No, sir. I was told that we were going back to land..
Q Prior to landing or impact, was there any announce-

ment made or any bells rung or any other signals given as to

A No, sir.

NEAL R. GROSS
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A

0
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Do you know if there are any warning bells in the

No, sir, I do not know.

Or any warning buzzers or anything?

I do not know that.

That was your first flight in a C-5A?
Yes, sir.

How much time was spent in the briefing you received

at Clark Air Force Base before your departure for Saigon?

A

Q.

A

2

I would say maybe ten minutes.

Was that in the aircraft or outside of the aircraft?

Both. , )
How much time was spent in the aircraft?
I do not recall that.

Did you have any conference room or -ready=-room brief-

ing before going to the aircraft?

A

Q.

A -

Q.

A

Yes,

What was the subject of that briefing?
This mission. |

Who gave it? Who gave the briefing?

As I recall, the main presenter of the briefing was

the chief nurse there.
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15 minutes?

108

0. And that was a Colonel --

A Baucus, I think was her name.
Q Baucus, B-A-U-C-K-U-S? i
AL I am not sure, but I think that is correct.

0 How long did that briefing last?

B, ¥ do not recall.

0 Fifteen minutes, less than 15 minutes or more than

A I think probably more like a half hour.

: t
Q. During the course of that half hour, was‘:any briefing
given as to location of or use of emergency equipment on the

aircraft?

A I do not remember.
o During that briefing, was there any discussion of the

|
C-5A and number of passenger seats and the placement of childrer

when they were received in Saigon?
A I do not recall.

Q And the ten-minute briefing you received prior to !

boarding the aircraft, would it be a fair statement that some

i
i

of that time was spent in the briefing outside the aircraft and
some of it inside the aircraft?

|
|
A Yes, sir. i
i
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Q Where were you briefed ins;de the aircraft, in the
passenger compartment, in-the cargo compartment or where?

A As I recall, in the cargo department, I was given
some briefing.

0. What did that include?

A Location of emergency exit, oxygen'bottles and where
they were located, and probably just basic information about

what would happen if we had an emergency in £light.

Q Was that briefing given in its entirety in the cargo
compartment?.

A I just do not remember.

Q Do fou récall‘agy briefing being given in the troop

or passenger compartment?

A I do not remember.

o} Now, you mentioned that you were frightened. Were

A Yes, sir.
Q Do you think you had your full facilities available
to you, full observation powers?

) Definitely.

I

i
|

|

Q As a matter of fact, they were so acute that you even

thought to go back and pick up your purse, did you not?
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A Yes, sir.

Q And also to get Aune's?

A Yes, sir.

0 And at that point, with those faculties aé keen as
they apparently were, did you observe any sSymptoms Ef any'of

the children as you unloaded the children as to anoxia or any
other type injuries?

A No, sir.

Q None of the symptoms you described previously would
be associated with such anokia, is that correct?

A That is correct.

Q When you had your bfiefing at Clark Air Force Base, |
was there any mention of the number of children that were to be
evacuated on this £flight?

A Noj.sir, I believé it was not determined at that i
time.

0} Do you know how many seats there are in a C-9?

A I did know.at that time.

Q- Do you have any recollection of an approximate number

of seats in a C-9?
A A C-9 can be configured differently; it can be con-

figured with all seats and some litters or more litters than
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' seats or whatever. ‘ |
Q If it were fully configured with seats, how many

i would it seat, approximately.

A I do not remember.

Q In any event, if fully configured with seats, would
it be similar to a commercial version of the DC-§?

A Yes, I would think so. |

MR. BATfOCCHI: With or without a first-class com-
| partment?

MR. PIPER: With.

B}f MR. DUBUC:

Q. When_you‘menticn,different configurations, does that !
mean that you can change the configurations by removing some
seats to provide for cargo or litter area or replace them, is
that correct?

A Yes, sir.

0. Was that frequently done during the period of time

. you were flying C-9's?

A Yes, sir.

Q Do you know if that can also be done on a C-5A2 i
A I do not know.

o} Do you have any knowledge of any other configuration;

!
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on the C-3A other than the one you observed on the day of the

accident?
A I have no knowledge of that.
Q You, in response to Mr. Lewis' guestions and also

some of Mr. Battocchi's, indicated some members of the flight
crew and the medical crew sustained some mincr injuries, is
that correct?

A Yes.

Q I think you mentioned Lieutenant Aune had a gash on
her leg, is that correct?

A Yes.

o} And Lieutenant Goffinet had a shoulder injury?

A Yes.

Q And you mentioned a couple of the Sergeants, do you
recall what type of injurieé they sustained?

A I recall one Sergeant who had a collapsed lung; I

think another one had maybe a back problem or something of that

nature.

Q- Do you recall any of the crew members or medical crew

i

I

members, or for that matter, any of the survivors who had sus-

tained any kind of anoxia or injuries due to lack of oxygen or '

as a result of the decompression?
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A Apsolutely nct.

MR. PIPER: I have no guestions.
MR. LEWIS: I have a couple questions.

REDIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR, LEWIS:

0. What was the term that Lockheed's attorne
ask you about symptoms of some kind of condition?
that word?

(No r;sponée;)
Q He asked you if you noticed any symptoms

-

was that?

A I do not know.

Q You do not remember that?
A I do not remember, no.
Q Do you have any problem with your memory?

MR. PIPER: Objection.
MR. LEWIS: Some people do.

BY MR. LEWIS:

Q Do you?

|
!
l A I guess I do right now to that question,
I
!
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Q Okay. Did you see any crew members who, during the

. flight and active decompression, did not have access to oxygen:

A I do nct recall seeing any who did not have access
. to it.
i
i 0 All right. So then as a flight nurse, you would not :

. expect crey members who had access to oxygen to have a problem

' with oxygen deprivation, would you?

A Not if they used the mask or the oxygen tanks. i
o But that might be different in a sudden decompres-
. sion accident .where you did not have oxygen, is that not true?
‘MR. DUBUC: Obijection.
THE.WITﬁESS: For a long period of time, the --
BY MR. LEWIS:
o Do you know the period --

MR. PIPER: Let her finish answering the question.

MR. LEWIS: I am sorxry. I am SOrrye.

THE WITNESS: -- for a long period of time if the

}individual did not have oxygen. . i
BY MR. LEWIS: {

Q All right. Do you know the effects of oxygen depri-j

vation in small children, the ages of the ones on that air-

plane, for a sudden decompression at 23,000 feet? | ;
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A I think the guestion cannot be answered when it is

. asked likes that because the oxygen deprivation varies with the

% -
" time that it goes on.

Q All right. And it varies with the individual, does
éit not? / ‘ %
| A That is right. '%

Q Now, have you studied oxygen deprivation in children?

A I studied oxygen deprivation in general.

Q Do you know whether there is any difference between .

|
fchildren and adults?

A ‘The same variables as before =-=-
0} Is the answer "yes"?
A Would you please ask me the question again?

0 Well, I am trying to find out whether you have any ,

specialized knowledge in this area. Do you have any or have

you done any studies or are you familiar with any medical stu-
i
I
dies of whether or not there is a difference in oxygen depriva-

|
tion, the potential problems resulting from that in adults or

- children?

' A I do not know.

MR. DUBUC: I object to the form of the gquestion.

MR. PIPER: I do, too.
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BY MR. LEWIS: ,

Q. What

feet as opposed to sea level?

1le

percentage of oxygen is in the air at 23,000

A I do not know.

Q. You do not have any idea?

A No, sir.

o Can you tell me what percentage of the normal ratio

MR. PIPER: Objection. What is normal?
BY MR. LEWIS:

o ‘Do you know what percentage of oxygen is ordinarily

present at sea
A I do
Q What
at an altitude
MR.
MR.
MR.
MR,
am going to te
MR.

mechanical, me

i
of oxygen to the other gases in the air exists at 23,000 feet? :

|
|
!

level?
not recall.

conditions can occur from a sudden decompressior

DUBUC: Do you mean medical conditions or what?

PIPER: That is too broad.

DUBUC: I object to the form of the gquestion.

LEWIS: You were asking her different things. I :

st her knowledge.

DUBUC: Well, the question could refer to either

dical --
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MR. LEWIS: I am speaking of medical. I am not ask—i
i ing her anything mechanical on the airplane unless I specific-
éally state that.
| THE WITNESS: Symptoms of hypoxia could occur.
BY MR. LEWIS:

0 All right. Now, what is hypoxia?

A Lack of oxygen.

0 And --

A I am sorry. To say it more specifically, a decreése
in the oxygen.

Q Is that the best definition yoﬁ can give us?

A Yes, sir. -

Q. That is the definition that you learned at the Air

Force school?

A I do not recall, sir.

Q All right. Now,.are you familiar with decompression;
sickness?

A Very vaguely now, sir.

Q You are familiar witH it, vaguely?

A Vaguely.

Q Can you tell us what that is?

A I believe decompression sickness applies when an
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individual has gone below sea level for a period of time and
suffers an ill effect. I may not be right on that. |

Q. All right. Then, you do not feel that decompression

I
sickness is a condition that one can observe under some circum-

stances in persons who have undergone expulsive decompression |
at high altitudes?

A Certainly not for a short period of time.

Q For any period of time? I am just £rying to £ind out
whether you believe that it is appropriate or is occasionally

found in --

A I do not know.

Q You do not know?
A No.

Q Can you tell us what decompressicn sickness is?

MR. PIPER: The question has been asked and answered..

H

' !
MR. LEWIS: She said she was vaguely familiar with i

it. I want to know to what extent.

MR. PIPER: She also told you what she thought it !

was. It is a question you asked again. I do not think this

repetition is getting us anywhere.

MR. LEWIS: Then you think it is limited to persons

that go under water, is that right?

NEAL R. GROSS |
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THE WITNESS: 2s I recall, yes.
MR. LEWIS: All right. "
BY MR, LEWIS:
Q. Did you study decompression sickness in the flight
nursing school?
A Yes, sir.
o Can you tell us any part of what you learned -- this

is the definition of decompression sickness —-- in nursing

- school?

A I do not recall that.

Q All right. So the answer is: no, you cannot tell
us any part of wha£ you learned. Is that correct?

A Other than what I have already told you, no, sir, I
cannot tell you.

Q Other than the faét that it is an underwater condi-
tidn as opposed to high altitude conditions?

A Yes, sir.

Q All right. Are you familiar with the bubble theory
of decompression sickness?

A, No, sir.

Q I gather that you cannot describe the symptoms of

decompression sickness?
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No, sir, I just do not remember them.

All right. 1In addition to hypoxia, can ycu describe

any other condition that can occur in an explusive decompres-

. sion at a high altitude?

A

Q

No, sir.

Pid you examine, as a medical person, any of the

children for any high altitude sickness?

A

o

A

o

No, sir.
That was not what you were assigned to do, was it?
Right, yes, sir.

And so when counsel was asking you about your obser-

‘vation of their condition, you were not telling us that you

made anything that you would call a physical examination or a

medical examination of these children to determine whether or

not they sustained any injuries as a result of the sudden de-

compression?

A

Q

MR. DUBUC: I object to the form of the question.
BY MR. LEWIS:

Is that right?

That is true.

And it really would not be fair to expect you to be

able to report on their condition, would it? From the basis

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REFORTERS AND TRANSCRISERS
WASHINGTON, D.C.




121
of your cpportunity to exzmine them?
MR. DUBUC: Objectiocn.
MR. PIPER: Objection.
THE WITNESS: I do not know what you are asking me.
BY MR. LEWIS:
Q I am just trying to find out whether you feel that

'you had an adequate opportunity under adequate conditions to

"make a judgment as to their conditions, the medical conditions,

‘when they left the airport?

A I do not know if it was an adequate cobservation or
not. I could observe the children and I did observe them.

Q I appreciate you saw them. My question is: vyou

would not want to give us a diagnosis of their condition, if

any --
MR. DUBUC: I object to the form of the gquestion.
BY MR. LEWIS:
e -—- based upon your opportunity to see them, is that
true?

A Yes, I think that is correct.
MR. DUBUC: I object to the form of the question.
BY MR. LEWIS:

o If they were a regular patient of yours, you would
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fbe much more through, would you not?
A I believe so.
Q And you would want to look at them for a longer per-

iod of time and you would want to take the clothes off as you

i
i

A éhat really is not my Jjob as a nurse.

Q I understand that.

A To examine.

Q Can you tell_us how long a time circuit -- you men-

.in oxygen deprivatiocn?
A. It is dependent upon altitude and the variables of

the individual.

0ld child go at 23,000 feetAwithout artificial oxygen? 1In
other words, breathing the air in the density that exists at
that altitude?
MR. DUBUC: I object to the form of the question.
THE WITNESS: I do not know.
BY MR. LEWIS:
Q You do neot know?

A No.
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¢
|
ol So you would nct be in a position to say whether or

- not they were at an altitude with a rarified air sufficiently

to damage them or not, is that not right?

é A Yes, sir.
§ 0 Did you examine any of their éars?
?
? A No.
Q Do you know whether any middle ear or balance ﬁests

were performed on these children?
A I do not know.
Q Do you know Qhat a Babinski Test is?
) Yes, sir.
? Q Did you see anybody ‘do that on any of these babies?
MR. PIPER: The witness just testified -- excuse me
-- did you finish? I am sorry, I did not mean to interrupt ycu.
THE WITWESS: Weli, no, sir.
MR. PIPER: This witness testified a number of times

that she had not observed any medical examination on these

children and repeated questions of this nature are certainly
‘ i

out of order. I am not going to have her answer any more ques-—

tions of that nature.

MR. LEWIS: Are you instructing her not to answexr?

MR. PIPER: She answered that question.
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§ BY MR. LEWIS:

A

Q. How many children were

ventist Hospital?

A I do not know.
Q. Were all of them taken
A. I do not kﬁow that for

Q All_righp. Who was in

that time?

A I do not know.
0 How many children»were
whole group?
A I‘do not know.
0 Were you on the flight
- A, No, no.

at your request?

A Yes, sir.

I saw different children.

Q Why did you go off of flying status?

124

Q Did you see the children at the hospital?

There were many children;

I saw some children at the Seventh Day Adventist Hospital and

I saw some children at Clark upon returning the following day.

taken to the Seventh Day Ad-

there?
sure, but I believe they were.

charge of those children at

in the hospital at Clark, the

with the children from Vietna—

ultimately when they were taken away?

Did ydu do tha:
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0 In other words, you elected not to serve as a flying

nurse anymore?

A That is right.

0. '~ As a result of the experience of the accidenf?
A That really culminated things. ;
Q. How is that? I am not quarreling with your decision

leither; I am just asking. I gather that it was an enormously

frightening experience?

A Yes.

0 Did you see Qhat kind of tests, if any, were given
i the children ;t thg Seventh Day Adventist Hospital?
A No, sir, I did not. ’
Q Did you see what tests, if any, were given the child-

ren at Clark?

A No. - |

|
Q. Do you know who would know that? %
A No, sir, I do not know. é
0 Do you know whether the physicians at the Seventh Daj

4

Adventist Hospital were advised that there was an expulsive de-
compression and under what circumstances?
A I do not know. ;

Q Do you know whether the physicians at Clark Air Forcc
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Base were advised that the children were subjected to an expul-

sive decompression of a certain altitude?

A I do not know that either. |
Q Pardon? %
A I do not know that either. %
0 Can you tell me how many-children you saw at Clark,

in the hospital?
A 'No, I do not really recall how many I saw. I remembcx

seeing several at different times =--

. s ;
o You mean small groups of them? ‘

A Right. . l
0 It is true that there were different compartments or:

i
groups of seats in the upper deck or do you not agree that that

is true?

A I do not believe so. There were rows of seats on
two sides of the airplane. E
Q Was it just one big passenger compartment, then, is
that your testimony? And you could see it all?
M- Yes, I believe that is right. ;
Q Let me show you what I take to be a diagram of the |
airplane and this is, I am sure, one of the exhibits from thé

accident collateral report on Page 636. I call your attention
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to the fact that this diagram seems to suggast that there is a

forward troop compartment and an aft troop compartment.
(Whercupon, the witness examined
the document.)
Q Was the airplane that you were on configured like

this? ¢

MR. DUBUC: Let the record reflect that that diagram

has already been marked Exhibit 3 for identification.
MR. LEWIS: Thank you.
BY MR. LEWIS:

Q. Do you understand the question, ma'am? I will be

. glad to repeat it.

MR. DUBUC: I object to the form of the question.

BY MR. LEWIS:

0 Was the airplane configured like that with a forward '

and an aft cargo compartmeht?

MR. DUBUC: I object to the form of the question. T
do not see any forward and aft cargo compartments.

MR. LEWIS: I am sorry, troop compartment. I stand
corrected.

THE WITNESS: I do not recall. This is cargo in

here?
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BY MR, LEWIS:
Q. No, no. Read the diagram, if you will, ma'am. And

it says --

MR. PIPER: He is asking a question and pointing to
a series of hash marks and I kelieve everyone here would agree
that that *s the wing structure.

MR. LEWIS: Oh, I am sorxry.

MR. PIPER: Through here, the forward troop compart- .

ment is indicated of being forward of the wing and the aft -

i
i
.

troop compartment being after the wing. 1Is that a fair assess;
ment? %
MR. LEWIS: I bhelieve so, yes, sir. | i
THE WITNESS: And then in this section, there are no
seats. |

MR. PIPER: That is the wing.

THE WITNESS: Yes, but inside it, what is in it?

Still seats?

BY MR. LEWIS:
Q I do not know. I am asking you, ma'am. You were
there.

MR. DUBUC: I object to the form of the question. I«

is obvious she does not understand it.
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BY MR. LEWIS:
0 Well, -- é
A I do not recall any separation as such between the
aft and the forward sections. .There were seats throughout that

whole compartment -- : : ‘ f

0. it was all open? Unseparated? ;

i
A -- with seats, as I recall. ;
o All right. ©Now, do you have no recollection of

'
+
{

another troop compartment, other than the one you were in?
- R No, I do not; %
Q All right. And nobody mentioned cne tovyou that youj
can recall? While you were on that f£light? %
' |
A I do not recall so.
Q. If there was another troop compartment, you'were not
aware of anything either directly or by a statement by anyone
else as to what was going on in that compartment, would that

be correct, ma'am?

A Yes, sir. i
o Now, how many children survived from the lower deck?l
A I do not know, sir. %
0 It is a fact, is it not, that two children were i

killed on the upper deck? i
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”.hand,.no.

A I did not know that, sir.

Q Can you tell me how many flight crew members were @
killed?

A Q££f~-hand, no.

Q Can you tell me how many of the medical crew were %

. x

killed? N

A Off-hand, again, no. I would have to --

Q Can you tell me how many photqgraphers -

MR. PIPER: Let her finish her answer.

MR. LEWIS: I am sorry. I thought she said: off-

MR. PIPER: I thinkvshe was speaking after that.

THE WITNESS: I would have to sit down and think
through how many people --

MR. LEWIS: I am prepared to do that if you want the .
time to do it. Is it going to take time?

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. I would have to really con-
centrate on who was killed.

MR. LEWIS: I will be glad to wait.

THE WITNESS: Do you want the exact number? ;

MR. LEWIS: Yes.

THE WITNESS: I would have to think abocut it. I
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iwould have to write it down.

! MR. LEWIS: You cannot do it without writing every-
H

?body's name down and subtracting, is that correct?
: ;

THE WITNESS: VYes, sir. I cannot.
MR. PIPER: Do you want to go through that exercise?
MR. LEWIS: No.
BY MR. LEWIS:
o It is certainly not readily available in your mind?
A That is right, yes, sir.
Q How m;ny pﬁotographers were killed?

A I believe two.

0 All right. -

MR. DUBUC: Note my objection to the questions rele-

vant to either the deaths or injuries to persons who have
| £iled lawsuits and whose lawsuits have been discontinued.

MR. LEWIS: Sir, you seem to feel that she was accu-l
rately observing what was going on there and I am just address%
ing the accuracy of her recollection. That is all.

BY MR. LEWIS: ' s

! Q. How many attendants in the troop compartment were
| killed? §
A I have no idea. |
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o} Do you know how many orphans were in the cargo com- ,
- partment? ;
’ |
A No, sir. i
Q And you do not know how many survived? §
A No, sir. %
Q. Do you know how many persons other than the Vietnamesﬁ

}
i

orphans were in the cargo compartment at the time?

A No, sir, I do not know that.

Q And I gather you do not know how many were killed?

A No, 'sir.
0} Your job was to get the living children off and away

from the scene of £he accident in as good a shape as you could,
is that not right?

A I would say ves.

Q And you did not have anything to do with the dispo-

sal of the remains of those persons that were killed?
A That is right. I had nothing to do with that.

Q Were their bodies lying all over the area?

A I did not see any, other than the lady I mentiocned.
| Q That is the limit. You told us about her, but other
than that lady, you did not see anybody else outside the air-

. plane?
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Q.

No,

sir.

Did you ever look into what was left of the lower

i cargo hold?z?

MR.

DUBUC:

I object to the form of the question.

That question has also been asked and answered twice.

0

THE WITNESS: I am sorry. Would you repeat it againi

BY MR. LEWIS:

Did you ever, at any time following the accident,

look into the lower cargo hold to see what was down there?

A,

2

What was left of it? '

Did you ever look inside is my question?

I was not even by the lower cargo hold.

After the accident?

After the accident, no, sir, I did not.

All right.

Were the wings on the airplane at the

time you got out of it?

A

I know for sure that one wing was not because I saw

it burning.

The other side, I do not recall seeing it or even

noticing where it was.

" MR.

LEWIS:

That is all the questions that I have.

Excuse me for just a minute.

(Whereupon, a shdrt break was
taken.)
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MR. PIPER: Mr. Battocchi, do you have anything?
RECROSS EXAMINATI OHN
BY MR. BATTOCCHI:

Do you have any knowledge whatsoever, ma‘am, as to

Ethe purposes for which the C-5A aircraft was designed?

£ knew it was a cargo airplane.

Did you ever see the bid proposal that Lockheed sub-

mitted to the government?

A

0

ernment that the plane was manufactured for the purpose, among

No, sir.

Do you know whether Lockheed represented to the gov-

others, of evacuating troops under emergency conditions?

A

- T =

Q

I do not know that.

You do not know anything about them?

No.

The representations Lockheed may have made?

Right, I do not.

MR. BATTOCCHI: I have no further gquestions.
RECROSS EXAMINATION

BY MR. DUBUC:

I am sorry to prolong this, but just to clarify the

record, you did receive training, did you not, when you were
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i down at aercspace training in connection with the observation

after the

i
!
|
! sisted in
t
i
I

and treating of passengers who might bz deprived of oxygen?

A Yes.
é Q And you were given training in the symptoms by which ;
Eyou would recognize that condition, is that correct?
! A Yes, sir.
: Q. Did those symptoms include drowsiness? ‘
A It could be one.
Q Does it =-- do the symptoms include lack of alertnessa
A Yes, sir. |
Q Do ;hey include crying or other manifestations of
| discomfort? )
A Yes, sir.
Q Would they include bluishness or discoloration under
the fingernails?
A Yes, sir.
Q Would they inciude ashen skin?
A Yes, sir. }
| Q. Did you observe any of those symptoms on any of the

' children in the passenger compartment of that aircraft either

decompression or during the period of time you as-

removing them from the aircraft?
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A No, sir, I did not.

Q You have been asked some questions about the config-

uration of the aircraft which was previously marked Exhibit 3

for identification.

Directing your attention to Exhibit 3, could you in-

dicate to us the area of the aircraft in which you were loca- -

ted at the time of the decompression and at the time of the

accident?

(Whereupon, the document was shown

<

to the witness for examination.)

MR. LEWIS: If she does not know where there was a

forward and an aft cargo compartment, which I think everybody

will agree there was, -- I mean troop compartment, then how
would she know which one she was in? |
MR. PIPER: Let ué see if she does.
THE WITNESS: Sir, I know I was in the aft section
of the airplane.
(Whereupon, the witness examined
the document.)
THE WITNESS:. Can you tell me where the galley is?

And where the ladder that goes down to the cargo section was?

i
i
'
|

!

MR. PIPER: All right, let me -- is anybody going to
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object to a stipulation that the ladder goes down approximately
the area of the troop doors here?

MR. LEWIS: If you represent that is where it was,

we will take your word for it.

MR. PIPER: Do you have any problem with that, Mr.
Dubuc? = « |

MR. DUBUC: I have no problem with it.

MR. PIPER: And would you have any problem with the
stipulation that the galley is located in this general section
of the airplarne here?

MR. DUBUC: No problem with that and I might note in

the record that it will be connected later by testimony, obvi—i
ously frem crew members.

MR. PIPER: Certainly, it will be. So the galley
would be, by general agreement, here and the ladder here, point-
ing to the door.

MR. BATTOCCHI: Let the record reflect that you have
the galley located immediately behind the area of the ladder.

THE WITNESS: Yes.,

MR. PIPER: In that general area. , |

MR. BATTOCCHI: Right.

THE WITNESS: And I was standing just between the
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ftwo, between the galley section and the steps that goes down

ito the stairs -- I was standing in this area and I loocked dewn
%into this ladder that went down to the aft section of the cargci
g BY MR. DUBUC:

s} Is that aft, is that area described on Exhibit 3 as
the "Aft Troop Compartment"?

A Yes, sir. #

Q And is that the open area you have been referring to

'in response to questions as being a single compartment?

MR. LEWIS: . She said she did not know whether there
were two.
MR. DUBUC: I will withdraw the gquestion.

BY MR. DUBUC:

Q Is that area defined on the Diagram, Exhibit 3, as
"Aft Troop Compartment", on the basis of your observations, a
single compartment for the seating of passengers?

A Yes, sir.

o Was that the compartment in which Lieutenant Aune

was _also located? To the best of your recollection.

A To the best of my recollection, she was probably at

the very first row that faced the flight deck -— I mean, did

not face the flight deck. The first row that would be leadingr
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to the flight deck.

0 To your knowledge, were there any children or other
persons located in the, what is described on Exhibit 3 as the
"Forward Troop Compartment"?

MR. LEWIS: How can she know what was there if she
did not know it existed?

THE WITNESS: Where is the latrine on this diagram?

MR. PIPER: I do not know.

MR. DUBUC: I do not know either.

MR. PIPER: They are little containerized things;
they put them in what they want to put them in.

THE WITNESS: Would.you ask me your guestion, again,

please?
MR. DUBUC: Okay.
BY MR. D'UBUC;
Q When you boarded the aircraft, did you have any oc-

casion to go into what is described as the "Forward Troop Com-
partment"” on Exhibit 3?

A If there were seats in that section, I was there.

0. When you rboarded the aircraft, did I understand your;

testimony to be that you boarded the troop compartment via the

ladder?
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A.. Yes.
Q 2nd that is the ladder in the aft section of the aft

troop compartment, is that correct?

i

A That is correct. ﬁ

}
|

0. Do you recall walking forward out of that compartment

toward ther front of the airplane at any time?

A Yes, sir. - !
Q And where did you go? {
|

A I recall walking forward toward the front of the airﬁ
!

plane before we took off, walking to the very front where there

i
were children seated and counting heads before we took off.

o All right. Did you have to go through a door or any
restraining structure in order to walk from the rear of the

compartment in which you were in to the forward part of that

compartmant?
A I do not recall doing so.
Q It was open, was it not?
A Yes.
Q Do you recall any crew member mentioning any use of |

the forward troop compartment as a crew compartment?
A As a crew compartment?

Q Yes. ' }
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A Couléd I ask a guestion?

Q. Sure.

A Does the flight deck connect with this compartment?
Q It does.

A Does it connect with this compartment, except by

stairs going downstairs and all the way upstairs?

Q No, this is a wing structure here so it does not con-

nect.

A I was in this compartment when we were on the ground

in Saigon, in the forwérd troop compartment, which,is behind
the flight deck.

0. All.right. , -

A And in a tour of the airpléne while we were waiting
for the orphans to come, I recall that the flight crew indi-
cated that this was where they slept.

0 So that was in that area that ycu have described as
the forward troop compartment, is it not?

A I do not know.

Q On this diagram?

A Oh, yes, sir. On this diagram, yes, sir.
Q Were there bunks in there?
A As I recall, ves.
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Q. You indicate that is where the crew said they slept

i on long flights?

A Yes.
Q On that tour of the aircraft, were you able to go

from the, what is marked "Forward Troop Compartment" to the,

what is macked “Aft Troop Compartment” on Exhibit 3, directly

or did you have to go indirectly via ladder?
A Indirectly via ladder.
Q How did you do that? Was it down one ladder?

A And db the ‘other, across --

Q Acrqss the cargo area and up another ladder, is that
correct?

A Yes.

o Do you know if there were any children or any other

persons being evaéuated seated or assigned to sit in what is
described as the "Forward Troop Compartment™?

A I do not know.

0} That is not where you were located at the time of
take-off, at éhe time of the decompression or at the time of
the accident?

A That is correct.

MR. DUBUC: All right. I have no further questions.
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MR. LEWIS: Just a couple..
FURTHER KREDIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. LEWIS:

Q Were the children crying before the airplane took off’

A I am sure some vere.

0 Jfere the children crying after the sudden decompres-
sion?

A I do not recall at that time hearing'children crying.

Q Did they cry -- do yocu recall them crying at any
time until after the airplane came to a stop?
A I do not recall.

0 When is the first time you recall any significant

number of the children crying, after the sudden decompression? '

A I do not recall hearing any of them crying.

0 So you do not recall hearing them crying at any time

and they were not crying when you were taking them out of the
airplane?
A, Yes, I recall hearing them crying on the ground in

Saigon, some children.

Q. This is before?
A Yes, before the accident.
Q But when you were taking them out of the airplane,
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they were not crying?

A I do not recall sseing aﬁy childrxen crying. I do
not recall that. |

Q. All right. So the only time you recall any signifi-
cant crying was before tﬁe flight? é

A Right.

0 Is that correct, ma'am?

A Yes, sir.

MR. LEWIS: Thank you.

MR. '‘PIPER: Thank you very much.
(Whereupon,

at 1:05 P.M., the taking of the depositiog

of Marcia R. (Wirtz) Tate was concluded.)
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