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1 IN '1'BE tmIDD STATES DIS'l'RIC'l' COt1RT 

2 roa 'fBE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
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-cAllIE 8GOC ARB CAMBNGA, 
et cetera, 

Plaintiffs, 

-n-
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I 
LOCXHEED AIRCRAFT CORPORATION, a 

-ft-

I 
Defendant and 1 

Third Party Plaintiff, 1 
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I 

: 
'l'BE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 1 I 

Third Party Defendant. 1 

I 

CIVIL ACTION 

Old Ro. 76-0544-56 
Rew Mo. 80- 3219 
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Arlington, Virginia 

t'ueaday, April 6, 1982 

Deposition of MURRAY FROMSON, a witness, called 

for examination by counsel for the Plaintiffs in the above-

Commonwealth of Virginia at Large, at the offices of Levis, 

Wilson, Lewis ' Jones, Limit.ad, 2054 14th Street, Arlin9ton, 

Virginia, commencing at 10130 o'clock a.m., the prooee4inga 

!Ming taken down by stenotype by JEROME T. MA'l'TI»GLY, and 



1 traucribe4 un&ar hia tirect1on. 

2 UPEARAUCESa 

3 On behalf of the PlaintJ.ffas 

4 ltlCBAEL J. HcrMAlftJS, ZSQOIJtB and 
&n:PBBN llOJNA'l'B, BSQOIRE 

5 Lewi.a, Wilaon, Levi• I .ronea, Ltd. 
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6 Arlington, VA 
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15 

16 

On behalf of the O.fendant for t.oc>...heedc 

JOIDJ J. COOORS, BSQUIRB and 
THOMAS ALMY, BSQOIRE 
Baight, Gardner, ~r I Bavene 
1819 B Street, llW 
Waahinvton, DC 20006 

On behalf of the United State• of America& 

BROCZ R. 8AGJII, UQUIU 
Department of .rustic• 
Civil Division 
•· o. Box 1648 
121 !Velfth StrMt, W.W. 
Waabin9ton, o.c. 20005 
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1 I' I. 0 C B J: D I 5 G S ...... ..-_. .... _ _,.._._. .......... 

2 ••reupon, 

3 

4 a witness, vaa called for examination by counsel for th• 

5 P lahtif fa, having been firat duly svom by the Motary 

6 Public, was exudnad and teatifiad •• followaa 

7 EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL POR TD PLAIMTil"PSz 

8 BY KR. HcMAlfUSc 

9 Q Could you atat.e your full D&Dle, air. 

10 A Murray Prosuon. 

11 Q And your current address? 

12 A 

13 Q And what L• your occupation and protesaion, air? 

14 Journalist, t.eleviaion producer. 

15 
Q Anc.! for whom are yc,u csurr.ntly employed? 

16 
A I produce a program anti tl.ed, •Bric Savaride 'a 

17 
Chronicle,• and I am a moderator of a public broAdcaating 

18 
proqram that ia •hovn weakly in California known u the 

19 
•california Weedend Jtaviev.• 

20 
Q And aould you vive - a brief d.eacription of your 

21 
lt&ok9round. and experience u a joumaliat1 

22 A I have been a professional joumaliat for J2 para 

23 or more, worked for the Allsoc1ate4 P.rase, WDC Nev• act 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

ces Meva ud which they have done work for public !»road­

outin; and an indapenden t free-lance producer. 

Q 

D. llGMAlWSi Off the tape. 

Jut like 'IV, can you try to re•d>er to loot at 

Tim WITllESSa Oh, certainly, fine. 

BY Mil. llOMANUSs 

Because the jury - you're 901ng to be on a 

8 television aoreen just like that, right in front of the jury, 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Okay, fine. 

Look right at the c-ra. 

You want to abrt owr? 

llR. JlcMAllOSi Ott the ncord. 

(Dia cuss ion off the ncord) 

llR. Kc:N.MWS a Oil\ the record. 

BY MR. Mc:MAllOSi 

•ow, you •ntioned, •ir, there vu a U• you 

17 were with C8S1 la that correct? 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

have 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

any 

A 

Correct. 

When vu that? 

Proa 1962 t:o 1177, throuqh '77. 

And during that U• you worked with cas, cUd you 

overaeaa uaigmnents? 

Tea, "varal. 



1 

2 

3 

4 

0 

A 

Q 

A 

Were any of ~ae aaaivn-nt• to Vietnam? 

Yee, any. 

And when vera you t:hen, •ir7 

l vent the fint U- in lt6C. % vu t:hen frca 

5 '65 through 1 68 periodically for alx b> eight v-Jta at a 

6 u-. During that. period -- then, after having been poat.ed 

7 in Chicago and Moaoov, in the soviet Union, X ntumed to 

8 Southeast Aaia an4 wu in Vietnam in 1'75. 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

Q IJ.r, an you familiar with the tarm •0peration 

8aby.Lift•? 

A Yea, I am. 

Q 

Q 

And did you cowr that for CBS aleviaion? 

Tu, l ctid. 

And. could you describe for - what waa •0peration 

Baby Lift?• 

Well, we were told that it vu an effort by the 

Dnit.ed St.ate• Government to nllDft, evacuate Vietnam•• or 

orphans to the United Stat.a, orphan• beillq a4opta4 by 

Americana and other fudlie• oataide of Vietnam, that 

Operation Baby Lift vu th• Air l'oroe'• effort U> Ulte t.be 

ohild.mn out by airplane. 

Q And 414 you oowr the firat •~P or ~ firat 

evacuation that vu part of the Operation Baby Lift?• 



1 

2 

A 

Q 

Yaa, I cli4. 

Do you recall -- vu a C-5A airplane provided for 

3 that operation? 

4 A Yea, it vu. 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

1.s 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

Q Do you know, air, at vhon request t:he c-SA 

vu provided? 

A I believe President ror4 ordered the plane to 

S&i9on frcm california. 

Q And from which airport in Saiqon did thia fint 

atap of Operation Baby Lift take plaae? 

A Tan eon >but, t:h• airfield in SaiqonJ right out•ide 

of Sai9on. 

Q And were you at 'nan llG?l Jbut & the Ume the plane 

vaa loaded vith the abildren? 

A Ye•, I vu. 

Q Could you 4e•cribe that? 

A I vu uaigne4 to cover the commance•nt of 

Operation Baby Lift at Tan 80ll "11t. I believe it waa 

April 4t:h, 1175. I va• aaaivnec! by my bur.au chief in 

Saigon, Brian Zllia, and I went to th• air field with 

111 ~ra crew who - let•• ... -- vu Odo stju4io (phoae~c 

and .. sch and a German Dational anc! Sric Willi- I a 

.. ,, Sealander who vaa a •omu! t.eohnician. Wa vent t:o the 



1 field along with the other network o._ra orev•, alt:houvh 

2 aeparat.ely. "'9n I arri ve4 at 'lln·am Wh'1t , w b.&4 .om 
' 

3 cliff1oulty becaUM of 8&190n, the Vietnam•• police 'W01l14 

4 aot allow fil.JI crew• 1n1:0 ~· area. Whan n got there, 

5 we aav buae• arri v1n9, pulling 1IP and unloacU.ag Vi•tn-• 

6 people, carrying young children or eaaorting oh114ran oft 

7 the bus towarda the c-SA vhioh vu parked wary Dearby, and 

8 th• children were than -- they had 11 ttle tag•, n- tag•, 

9 they were all vei:y well dre•aed. 'fbey looked healthy and 

10 clean, and they were all bei.n9 la4 up the rear 9an9 plank, 

11 I guaaa you call it, the rear atairvay, actually, into the 

12 C-SA. 

13 An4 ay orev was filaing it at my direction. We 

14 fil•d for acme ti• out•ide tb• airplane which vu an 

15 enormous aircraft. 'l'hen we were allow4 into the plan• 

16 for approxi .. te ly, I aay, t.en ainutea, Dot llUCh more than 

11 that, and we filmad the obil4ren being Mat.e4 or arranged 

18 in th• plane. Viatnamee civilians carried, u I recall, 

19 carried the young on•• up to th• plane, ap th• at&J.nray, 

20 an4 then than H••d to be Americana. There were - then 

21 va• the arav, taie fli9ht crew inei4• the plane and aome 

22 other a.rioana 1n the plane getting t:he ahil.4ren •tU.4. 

23 A lot of th• childnA were seated al.ong aide of t.ha plane iD 



1 the bottom - I vue•• you oall it t:he O&r90 hole, and a lot 

2 of the older children -•d U> be •trappad_down an the 

3 floor like a combat. load. I haft been on tbeae operatiOAa 

4 befon where they put troopa, literally alt.Ung on tha floo 

5 of the plaM facing ~· back of the plane, and ao a lot of 

6 the ahil.4ren wen at.rapped c1own vith, apparent.ly, their 

i eacorta. The lir l'orce onwa - t1'e Air rer • crew, % ehoul.d 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

li 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

say, waa 41natin9 a lot of t:hia, Mating the people anc! ao 

on, and we wre allowed to take pictures. 

I would aay until that ..,..nt ~· children wre 

quite well-behaved; X ~ a little oonfuaec! and 80 forth, 

confuaed, I ahould aay, ayatified by what wu goin9 cm. 

When we tamed the light.a on in the interior of the plan•, 

a01m of the children atart.4 to o.ry. !bey got nenows, 

the lighu scared them. We kept. it. on for awhile to get 

enough picture• inside and than we were 41reotad to the 

upper dealt of the plane where really the babies wen being 

loaded. And I went up there. and there waa an Air Force 

nurse, I beliaYe - I t:hiDk it v• AD JJ.r Force aurae, I 

- not aura. And ah• vu ahoving u where the babies -re. 

they -•4 to be in buaiuu and they were be1n9 feet. 

We took a few plot.urea in there. Yea, I tblnt 

23 we took ao• picture• in there, ancS then ~ down, an4 



1 after a few .,re ahota inaide the plane, va tot off, had 

2 a few vorda with th• orew chief. X vne•o he wu t:be enw 

3 ah1ef1 be vu a aa•t.er aergeant, l believe, at th• fnn~ 

4 en4 of the plane. And then we were tole! we bad to pt off 

5 becauae the plane waa ready to leave. 

6 Q llr. Fromaon, you deacrlbed the c-SA u being an 

7 enoraoua airplane? 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

Q Cm you deacribe that any further? 

Well, it'• been a lon9 t.1•. My reoolleotlon, 

and I aiqhtmt be perfectly accurate - it. ..... to - that 

I recall the c-5A waa 4-acribed once •• a 1-atory u.11 

or high, actually up from th• ground up. It vu an anormous 

plane, an4 of oourH, va all Jmow the c-5 ia the b1999at 

oar90 plane in, X believe, the u.s. Air Force. 

Q 
I 

w.re there two different floor• or atod•• on t:h• 1 

interior of the airplane? \ 

Yea, that is what: t vu daacribin;, that there vaa A 

I tue•• what they call the combat. load. area, the cargo hole 

ana, and the upper deck where -the babi•• were being plaoed. 

u. CODOlUJs % vant to AOte 91 ob;Jeotion to the 

Jaa41ng qmation•. Durin9 th• pnliainary aatt•r•, I vu 



1 subat.antive aaterlal an4 I vou14 appnaiate it if ooun .. 1 

2 voul4 not 1ea4 th• vit.r."loaa. 

3 n. Mc:MA..11fOS r Which question are you referring t:o 

4 specifically? 

5 KR. COllllOllSs The buaineas about th• bro floora. 

6 'l'beze haw been others u well. 

7 BY MR. KaMANOS a 

B Q Hr. :rrouon, hov many floors or atori•• are then, 

9 or ware there, on the interior of t:he C-5A that you were on? 

10 

1 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

A .. 11, t.hare va• th• area I ct.scribed, the oargo 

area, where the ohildren were being •trapped down on the 

floor, plua alon9 the aicSe•. There vaa thi• upper deck or 

cargo bole, I gueaa, vbare the babi•• were, and I gaeaa the 

only other part of t:he plane that I would ~ of would be 

where the crew ie, the flight crav1 1:hat would be four, u 

we walked out of the plane, and you could look up there, 

vu where the pilot and oo-pilot and ao forth wre. 

Q Bow did 1ou pt from th• cargo area ~ the upper 

floor vher. the children were located? 

A I bellaw them ia a lad.c!ar. 

Q · 11ov, 414 yoa •tay at th• airport until the C•SA 

i:Ook of f7 

Yea, I 414. 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

Q .ln4 what. 414 you do after that? 

.. 11, .. f11-4 the Uke-off and I went back ~ 

the CBS of floe tn tiown at. the CaraYelle liotel to vriu wllat 

Ill' - what they oall wioe over narraUcm for ~ •torr 

tbat vu goia9 to· a.. llh1pPe4 to ..,.., l'on9 on that avenia9'• i 
plane. 

Q Did there ao• a t.i- that you heard the C-SA 

s had crashed? 

9 Ya•. A abort UM after ntumin9 ~ th.a office 

10 an4 •it.t.lll9 down to write 11.r at.ory, ~ phone ran9 an4 our 

11 Vi•tP.lamM bureau u.nager or VJ.•tn-H bureau npcrtar, 

12 I ahoa14 aay, Kr. cat,: aanare4 the phone - then wu a 

13 YiatnamM on the phone - an4 he vu aasvering it. I 

14 waan•t paying mach attention, except there va• a lot of 

15 Jelling on the phone, and then be started waiving hi• banda 

16 at - and ha ni4 there bac1 been a plane oruh. An4 tta. 

17 ely thing I ooul4 think of at Vie mo•nt waa, I a&i4, la 

1s it. the c-SA, an4 be aai4 n think eo, w don't bow. lo, 

19 

20 

21 

23 

vi th that., I ~k 111 au.ra 11an who ha4 been _at the airport, 

ba4 IOM to lunob, ud ba wu ~to be foanc! - eo I 

took -- ec:nmcl tecbniaiu, ftanong Birunai, a lbai na.Uonal, 

aa4 J n14, - °"' t:hia la :roar ahanoa tD l>e a -a _Jj 
uct I ... a you now, an4 ~ the ~ra an, vrabbec! aao'1la 

1 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

•oUD4 an, a oouple Vi•tn-•• ~ra men an4 •• raoe4 out 

of tb• llotel, and I orc!en4 tb• 4riYar of i:M aar u Mad 

for ~ •dcJe of th• city where % felt it. vu poaail>la to 

look at tile akyline u4 4et.ermba in •tch direction t:be 

plane, whiaheftr plane it wu, might ha•• eraabe4. ao, we 

trow out towar48 th• 19neral direction of a.n Wai (pboneti ) 

Air Baae, 819bvay 1, where 1t vu open land, and I aould 

look out in the .c!iatanoa and I oould. aH What appeanc! t.o 

!>e a oolwm of emoke 'Ney far away, and wa juat atarted 

driving lA that direction. 

Q D14 you ever OOM apon th• accident aite itaelf? 

T .. , % 414. 

Q And. ooul.4 you dlaacribe what you aav when you 

arrin4 at t.he accident •it.a? 

A .. 11, we had OOBI. through a rilla9a, our oar bad 

broken down. J b.a4 ;otten a ride on th• back of a moped. 

So the ou.ra un, ve wre all cm aeparate mopecSa, we clrove 

tbr()Qfh thla •illap, % noall. Aa we O&Jl8 ap =what •­

to l»e an ellbankment. or a railroad croaain9, I th1Dk it vu, 

there ••• j•t a lot of Vietna-ae lined up, and we tot off 

tbe moped an4 I walked throQ9h the line of Vi•tn-M •4 

than X aav the oraah aite. 

Q Could you de.cribe what rou aaw of the aruh alte?: 



1 'feah, u I turned, I aaw in front. of - a tail 

2 aeotion at\SCk in the 9rounc! -- a huge -- obvioualy, it vu 

3 a c-SA, tall aeotion atuat in th• fl"OUDd. An4 then off to 

4 -.r left there, and aomvhat further away, wu another piw 

5 of what .... a to be fuelaga, I don't know. !'bare nemed 

6 u. be a lot of cable• hangin9 out of it. It aae•4 m be 

7 like an arc:, it. wu 'uat like hollowed out. lt wa• 'uat 

s a lot. of interior of airplane all over. And ~en in the 

9 far 4iatance, far - l w.an, relative to where % was atand• 

10 ing, I should aay, J oould He an enqine, some parts of a 

11 v1n9 and another. part 4:>f the fu•lC#•· And then, of oouno, 

12 all around• and front of •, a lot of 4ebria froa the 

13 oraah. 

14 0 · .. re there any ~r people on the aaene of the 

15 accident? 

16 A Ob, yea, lot• of VJ.etnamaaa Yilla9era who were 

17 obviously oome to - the vncka9e. 9Mtre were V1•tn-•e 

18 aoldiers, hellooptera fl.ovn by Vietnamu ~t I aaw. !'bey 

19 were at leut two or three identifiable. % would haw to 

20 

21 

22 

23 

aay Amri~. ft\ey were oe~ly Cauoaaiana in o1Yillan 

. olothea, an4 thoH that I aav lla4 alc!eanu. An4 I WD.t 

1IP to on an4 uie4 w ulk w hia. .. cU4n • t want ~ talk 

to·•· Be wu "nry buy, obviously. lo, we •tarted filain 



1 in the general area of ~ oraeh a1te. 

2 Q Do you noall about what. U11lll of 4ay thi• waa7 

3 

4 oertainly I vu oautioua of the fact that ~ llvht vu -

5 we wen loaillg light rather rapidly. I vu very oonacloue 

6 of that. beaawao of the fila problem. lo, I voul4 cer-

7 taillly ••Y ill the Mi9hborhood of anl"'hen from, well, 

s four ~ fiw, aomathing lilt• that. 

9 Q .. re you able t:o valk into the vrecta99 a1b onto 

10 t:be field? 

11 Yu, with 110M 4iff1culty becauae 1.t vu wary 

12 aud4y. J~ .. _d ~be aa4dy. But there were - it wu 

13 audcty rivbt ia fJ:ODt of u. In '11• clat.anoe, % could ... 

14 flamoa !roa t.be wreckage. !'baA v•a 1~ ot tel>ria. Xt 

15 aMmed to be doCUMnta like paaaporu, 4olla1 there were 

16 l:>ocli••· I 414 not ... aaybody aliR, ad if than were 

17 aurvivor• at. ~at 110ment, I 414 aot. bow if there were 

18 aUrYivora beaaue I 414a't - ur people t;hat voul.4 bava 

19 puaed aa people who ba4 pt.tan off the plane. %n other 

20 vor4a, it. ooaurre4 to - *-t all of ~ aurri.vora, wboever 

21 they wen, an4 how aany they wra. had been r..we4 by the 

22 U.. I arrived.. z vu the tint. nporter on the llOtlM. Ito 

23 ••n % valka4 .,,., !roll ~ ~t a4 iDi:o the 



15 

1 vrackap area, m;r noollaction 1• jut what I ban told you. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

I •aw a lot of debri•. Where .. re ao.e bo<Uea, and tile~ w 

a-ing 1oacSe4 onto th• belicoptan that wre eold.A9 la, 

apparently froa the Tm llOD llhut. airport. I 'riri41y remember 

ODe partioul.ar tbiAg ot a Yi•tn-.. offimr who vu clirect-, 

int 'the otber Vietnwh ••arching th• debris. .. ba4 a 

7 ba~ in cme hand and wu b.olding like a doll -- ha n.• 

8 holding a dead ri.ct.im, • abJ.14 by i:he ara u he waa telling 

9 ~ Viatn-•• what to 4oa a lot of racket. from the belioop-

10 tera and of oourae, t:hey wen picking up a lot of wilu!, 

12 I don't aay tbe:r nR oveivbelaing _, but it certainly aa4a. 

13 it 4ifficult. be~ue every u- I uied to do a narration, 

14 my YOiae would get kind of Gboked up1 plu ~ emotion of 

15 the MOMnt.. 

16 Q 

17 mot really, exoapt. I think like keroaene or 

18 9aaoline, or ac:nathing like that. It. vu ~at a nauaeous 

19 kia4 •f l•U119 t:hat., you lmov, it Vot b) .. and got w our 

20 onv. 

21 

.22 

~3 



1 llll. llc:IKUOI a Off the tape• 3obn, JOU bow -.OW 

2 we do thia 1 wait antil I flldah. 

3 

4 

n. conoua 1'ou will ha• to repeat it ayway. 

MR. JlcJWIOl1 wait util I fWeh anyway. Go baak 

5 OD tape. 

6 B'f JUl. lklMAllU S I 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

Q Kr. rromaon, can you de•crlbe the wrecka99 that 

you aav on th• aita aoene? 

A Z thiAk I haw alrea4y deaoribed it in the 11ense 

that the 110•t riaibla thing• were three larva piecea of 

tail, uotber pieoa off to 11y left, and .then in th• 41atance 

allloat auaight ahead, what -ma4 to M part. of a wing, 

aa. an91ne oowling, the lar;• ooven -- J oou14 ... diat 

atuck in the p-o1i1114, a wheel -- a oo.ple of wheel•, •• 

that I reauber. !'bare -y baw been a ooupla more. I just 

can't nooll•ct. And theA then wu all of thi• debria and 

bodiea, an4 tile rioe pa4dy, obYioaaly, hAd heen churned up 

and it vu all 111•4 ap. . ftat J..a all I oan .a.uber. 

O Can rou tia11' • whether or aot the vreckap rou 

aav nHlllblad tb• plane 1:h&t rou bad filae4 taking off fro• 

Ma. COlbfOUa 

th• witaua. 



1 

2 

3 

Q 

A 

8Y JUl • MoMAllOS I 

You can ansvar. 

I don't bow what rou •an ))y re Hiib le. If JO• 

4 Man -- well, can you explain what you man? 

s Q 1>14 you .. e a whole airplane? 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Ob, no. 

o. COllROJtls Objection. 

n n. MGMA!ltJS a 

Di4 you ... a whole airplane in ~1• field? 

At the craah alte. 

At the cra•h aite. 

(Witn••• ahake• heact in th• aeptin) 

t!'here vu aothin9 left ltut wreckage, i• ~t 

14 oorrect, air? 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

Q 

tipt. 

111l. CODOU1 •GU llY objection. 

BY D. McMAlftJSs 

lo there vu not:hint left bat wreckage 1 ia that 

correct, air? 

A 

Q 

Correct. 

can you u.alo91•• t:ba orub aiu to uythin9 •lH 

22 JOU haft -A in your experianoa u a ulenaian joamaliat 

23 A Teah, X woul.4 tesorilt• l t t:he vay I tilt nk % i.aw 



1 &aacribac! it t.o oolle~a u4 other people. It reaUlblad 

2 a battle fielc! after the battle la over where rou ... 

3 oarnap, wnak•i•, debria, refuge, bodi••· % have cJoDe th& 

4 any ti•• ill Yietn.aa. 

5 u. tlcHAlro81 X.t'• CJO oft '1le upe. 

6 .. oause aOM aourts haw ruled particularly in 

7 tbe next ooming cue that there 1• t;o be no diacusion of 

B bodi•• or ct.ad people, ! would like t:o aiain go throw;b 

9 that pneral Hri•• of queaUona with you, uking you to 

10 dlt•oribe the aaane, the aoa14ent •it.a, anc! your analogy of 

11 lt1 Chia U.. vit:bout the .anUon of any boti•• or boay 

12 part• t:.hat you bad deacribed before. la other wor4a, we 

13 will be ntapiag vbat we 414, but no Mntion of bod.iea or 

14 dead people or aurviYDn. 

15 A Ul right. 

lG Jill. llcHAJrUS & On the bpe. 

17 n D. lklMARUSa 

18 Q llr. rre1111on, ooul4 70u 4eacribe the wreclcage at 

19 th• acaident •ite .. rou ... it? 

20 A &a I aai4, there vu a lot of 4ebri• and there 

21 •re three diat!Dat.ly la.rve pi•oe• of what hac! been u 

22 a1rplaDe within m;r eight. 

23 Q can rou analoti•• what rou • ., t:o anythin9 •la• 



1 )'OU hava HeD 1A your ezperimice U a UleviaiOD jom'llallat.? 

Tea, it nllinde4 • of a bat~l• field aft.er a 

3 battle in. Vietnam, ancl alao becauae I aovere4 other aJ.rplan 

4 aruhaai it nain4ad • of a praviou.8 incident, one I noal 

5 diat.inotly in Iadianapolla in "'' iavolviD9 Allegheny 

6 IJ.rliua. 

i u. COJINORSa We're going to object to ~ 

s nferenoe to any other airplane aocic!ant.a. 

9 BY IUl. lld&AWS I 

10 Q % - going ~ uk JOU that .... queatJ.OD, thia 

11 time laaw out the airplane oruh. 

12 llr. rroaon, oan :rou analogise th• vrackap aite 

13 that J'O\I obaerN4 to anything elM JOU have -n in }'01Sr 

14 oareer aa a al.evuion joumallat? 

15 A It reaambl.e4 th• battle field after the batU•. 

16 Q And ooul.4 1ou 4ifferent1ate between l&r9ft p1ecea 

Ii of vreotave and ... u piece• of wreckage? 

1s A .. 11, I think ewrythln9 la relat1Te. 4fbe laZ'9• 

19 pieaea an the fuMlage ud th• u.11, u4 what -•d to- be 

20 th• vin9 u OOlll'&re4 to the vheela ~4 t:h• vlrea and cables 

21 ~t were kind of etlotl11; oat of th~t OD• pieoe of f-lap 

22 tbat l eav off to ay left. .&n4 the oawliD9 u th• •DtlM. 

23 Q 



1 I would be •tri~ly taking a paaa. I voal4 have 

2 to aay a half a llila. J nally don't. know J.f that 1a 

3 accurate. 

4 Q Kr. r~cm, at t=bi• u- I would lilt• m abow 

5 1 OU l'ld.atiff'• Bxhibit •o. 5 which 1• the CBS tap9 that 

6 vu fi1-4 u&.r your direct.ion at t:be acc14ent aite, and 

7 ut you if you could narrate that for u, air? 

8 aa. COWNORSr J am 1oin9 t.o aota an objeotion 

9 because you juat eai4 what it i• aa opposed to a.akin~ him 

10 what it ia, and ader hi• direction, what. have rou. % 

11 think it'• an improper way to pt that in. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

u. HaMANOSa •ow we need to run the t.ape. 

JG. COIOlORB 1 I would like to pt 90ma recd t.ation J 

of the place when w are •tartiAg on thi• eape, the fe.otav•' 

and where rou•n •tarting. 

111l. McK1JfOl 1 Sare. 

Im. COHJfORS1 1'oo'n vatchin9 this? 

u. BORVATJh ror ~· ncord, ••'n 90in9 to •tart 

the tape right after 111.lter Kronkite fini•be4 •peaking. -ID 

th9 firat aoane we•n 8howin9 OD the tape, la tiMa aoane c.f 

a bu at Tan eon Jlhut. Air Force -· 

m WITNBSSz Aa x·•l1FP09•4 ~be looking at.that? 

a. JlcMAJIOS1 Do rou have the namber when w•n 



2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

, 
!2 

23 

u. C01111oa81 lllat ta tbat? 

m llACBID OPDA'.l'OJla 4JO. 

aY a. MatlAllUS& 

Q a.a4y. 

Mr. l'romson, I woul4 now like ~ ahow you 

tlaintiff'a Bxhibit Bo. 5 and aak if 1ou ooul4 narrate thia,, 

air? 

That ia the bu in Tan llOft llhut which brought the 

ohildru to th• air field to th• c-SA which you ... on the 

ecraan aov. 'l'!U.• vu ~· interior of the plane with the 

children loacSe4 on t:he floor that l vaa deaoribinq vban we pbt 
I 

th• lipta on, being U.4 down, an4 thi• ia eoaa of the abil~eJ 

along the •idea of the aircraft vho wen aitting in what 

1• a typical u.1. Air Poree aeat, or oanvu .. at• aloD9 the 

aide. '!baa• an t:be ah114ren on the 9roun4 be1n9 - ooaing 

down and they're vett:inv the pl.aAe to taxi off tovarc!a the 

ud. of the runway for take-off •. It'• after ve bad gotten 

off. !Ilia ia my narration on o._ra at ~· on.ah aiu with 

a Vi•t:n-ae helicopter in the baokgrounc!. 

at that ~••nt Mein; ~· aite, and U7int to talk owr t:lae ,. 

noiae. t'hi• 1• a piaae of ~ tuelap, rou eu -



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

u.s. Air ~roe an the tail ••ction. -:hat ia a wheel fzoa 

th• -- obri.oualy, frOll ~ plue. l'be•• are the f1-• I 

.. aaribed earlier with the oovling of ~ era9ille ill t.be 

foreground. Iba f1-a are obviou.ely ln1ming from th• 

fuel. a.r. are so. Vietnas.a• 80141.era belp1A9 ~ go 

through ~ wreckage, I pnaumo they'n balpin~h and there 

was a Vietn ... ae aoldier an4 debria, ud a belloopter 

8 ooaint in. rou oan ... Im• belioopten where they were 

9 loadin9 the )»od.1ea ont:o t:he baUoopter ~o pt the• away 

1 o from the oraah •i ta. All Jdndm ot debris froa tile aruh 

11 acattend all over. !ban 1• the tail again in the baak-

12 9round froa a different angle. Vi•tn-M, u l aaic!, a 

13 ooupla of forei91l9n, Americana, I - aure. 

14 Anc! th!• ia a helioopter oomin9 back into ~an eon 

15 llhut with aoM of the people. % dicl ~ ... ~·. X am 

16 jut look109 at th• gp.. I vaa at tbe eruh a1ta, thia 

17 vu filll taken earlier by aaother c:as orev at Tan eon llhut 

1 s and 90ia9 to either the hoapi tal at the air bue or the 

19 Seventh ~ U..ntJ.at llo9plt&l. 'l!he aabulanoe anc! 80 fol'1:h •. 

20 tbaae are •i~r •1otiM, •UT1von, beiag brou91lt to ~ 

21 laoap1tal. 'l'hat .ta one of '1\e nv.r•a,' I .-••• aa4 ee0ort.11 

22 

23 

woof ~. an4 '111• la ~ onw that 9U'Yive4, ld.nftlo•l~ 

I andera~, t:bat ll08t of ~ onv tic! eurviw ~ oruh. j 



i llon wua of eurv1vora, lajund au.rylvon being 

2 ltro\&;ht to the airb- boap1"1. lloat of 1ma ehildrell 

3 -•4 ~be anyvben froa au wt.Ila, I woa14 aay, t:.e 

4 uu, ele'ftl\ rear• 014. I t:hink lt ran about three an4 a 

5 balf miautea • th• KroDkita abov ~at aifbt. 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

MR. McMANUS: Let'• qo off the tape. 

We will take a break while he is settinq up 

the ABC one. Are you ready to qo? 

MR. HORVATH: Let me qet the numbers. 

MR. COHHORS: I will note my objeotion to the 

testimony about any scenes which he did not personally 

observe. 

MR. Mcl'.ANUSs Off the record. 

(Diaoussion off the record.) 

MR. McMA?WSz On the record.. 

MR. HORVATH: According to this counter, the 

tape started at approximately number 168, and it's on the 

Sony machine, and it finished at approximately number 238. 

MR. COHNORSs That 1• now Plaintiff's Exhibit 

Six? 

MR. McMANOS: Yes. 

MR. HORVATH& This ia Plaintiff 'a Exhibit Number 

Six. We're atartin9 with this at the very beqinninc; of 

the tape, 000. 

'1'HE MACRim OPERATOR: It'• atartin9 here at 

483. 

BY MR. McMANUS: 

Mr. Promson, I would now like to ahov you 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

Plaintiff'• Exhibit Wwlber Six, the ABC tape. Let.'• 

start all over. 

Mr. Promeon, I would now like to ehow you 

Plaintiff'• Exhibit Number Six, an ABC film. I would 

like to a8lc you if you could tell me wether or not t.he 

acenea that you are about to see are representative of 

what you aaw prior to the CSA takin~ oft, and scenes of 

the crash site itself. And if you could, as we qo alonq, 

narrate the film, •ir. 

L Thia i• the CSA at Tan Son Nhut. beinq loa<1od. 

~ Are those children representative of the 

children that were put on the plane? 

Oh, yeah. 

MR. CONNORS: Mote my objection, leadinq the 

witness. 

'1'HE WITNESS: Those are children, some of 

the children arrived in cara from apparently from the 

orphanaqe where they were beinq brouqht from. Moat of 

the older children, I mean, not babies, were dressed in 

clothe•, t.he qirla vearinq pinafore• and boys wearinq, 

I can't remember. Certainly not pajamaa. 

'l'his ia a lot of the Vietnamese, the nurses 

from the orphanaqes or people that worked at the 



1 orphanaqea, vaitin9' for everybody to 9et on board that 

2 was 9oinq on the fliqht. I am not sure that the 

3 Vietnamese carryinq the children •tayed on the tliqht. 

4 In fact, I am sure they didn't. They came off after tak1n9 

5 the children on boar~. 

6 They are aayinq f arevell at t.hat point U> the 

i infants. That ia the rear and of the CSA bein9 loaded 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

with, I don't know what. 

I don't recall bein~ vary conscioua of that. 

Some of the kids qettinq ott of the bus, as I aaid, they 

all had little name taqa beoauu they were all being 

adopted or in the process of beinq a~optet. in the u.s. or 

other parts of the world. There were a lot of recrueste 

tor these children from people in other -- out•ide of 

Vietnam for adoption, either people that had children of 

their own or who were childle•• and felt for humanitarian 

reasons t.hey wanted to adopt these children t.hat were 

cauqht up in the •ituation in Vietnam. 

r recall that -- I think I made a connent that 

at the time that many of the children vere, and I think 

it was apparent that many of the children vera children 

of GI• that had. been in Vietnam and left and Vietnause 

mothers. 



1 · n a. llCMWls · 

3 .. It •••me4 to .a it t.oot quite a lonq t.!me. % 

4 don't have any Hnae of how lonq that was. My ques• i• 

5 an hour, perhaps from the time the buaea arrived until 

6 they 90t all of the kids on the plane, JBaybe leae, 

7 maybe leas. 

8 Were you able to film inside of the plane after 

9 the loadinq had been completed? 

10 L 'l'he loadinq was in proce•e, yes, and 1 would 

11 nppose you could aay t.hat both, in proce~s and •• it 

12 was completed, bec•u•e we were ordered off the plane just 

13 a f ev minute• before they cloaed the doors and taxied 

14 off down the runway. 

15 More of the children beinq loaded on the plane. 

16 That took a little bit lon9er than everythinq else, 

17 .because t.bere was only one •tairvell that they went up, 

18 one •tairway into the aircraft. 

19 The Vietnamese were kind of lookin9 at -

20 apparently t.hey had never aeen an airplane like ~t. It 

21 waa 110 big. One of the crew people, I don't remember 

22 whether ~era •• a captain t.hat -• flyin9 the plane, 

23 ebYioualy be va• one of th• people in the f 119ht crew, 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19, 

20 

21 

23 ., 

either the pilot or co-pilot. 

L 

•a• thia the interior of the plane bare, •ir? 

Yea. 'fhia 1• what I deacribed earlier, when I 

put the flaah on t.he kids •tarted to cry. 'l"hey qot. 

acared. And thia ia one of the escorts. 'l'hey were 

.olunt.ear American women, either from Saiqon or Bonq Jtonq, 

or Banqkok. ~that wlunteerad to eacort the children to t.he 

tJnited St.ates. 

There ia t.he ladder boin9 pulled up. That i• 

t.he exit from Which we qot off the aircraft. 

The pl&n.Q i• •tartinq to roll, and I rec1..ll 

we filmed the takeoff of tho plane, and then there i• the 

plane airborne. It took a larc,e part of the strip when 

it took off. 

0 What 4oea this reprennt, air? 

a. That ia the crash •ite, that is pretty much 

what it looked 11Jte when I arrived. Althouqh I believe 

this 1• 80JD9t.ime lat.er, because the ABC camera crew 

didn't qet. there until well after t.he CBS was on the 

qrounc!. I queas we were t:here, well, the better part of 

•s llinutea. '!'here i• a belicopter.landinq to take bodiea 

ott, flame• from the wrackaqe. !'hie was an area -- I "°'114 

•Y perhaps a five •il••~ .. ybe leaa, frcm the and of the --



1 not far from Tan Ion Nhut thr~h some villaq••J ve 

2 «rove quite a lonq -- th• sureat way to vet to the crash 

3 alte, and it was a oonteated area 1n the Mnae that ~ 

4 \'iet Conq were in the qeneral vicinity. 

5 '!'bat i• one of the photoqraphs from one of the 

6 passports or travel document•, obviously from the plane, 

7 recovere<! by the Vietnamese 110ldiera on the 9rcun4 at the 

B site. 

9 '!'here i• an American; there were eeveral 

lo American• in civiliam clothes. I r...,,,t>er at the time 

11 I was rather nrpriaed by that becauae I would -- 'llrJ 

12 expectation would be there are Americ&na there, they 

13 would be in a ailitary uniform. Theae people were not. 

14 So fll'f aasumption at the time vaa, I think they were from 

15 CIC, t.he Criminal Inve•tigation unit of either the Army 

16 or the Air Poree. 

17 I• t.hi• vreckap from th• aircraft, •ir, that 

1s we aee now? 

19 L Tea. ln sy jud911'18nt, that looks like -- it wa• 
20 not at 1:he aame time •• when I vaa there. 'l'hi• look• 

21 like it must have been the aext day. The fila looka -

22 the tape looka llUC!b bri9hter, and it doesn't have ~t 

23 cdlaotie look it: 414 at the time that I vaa ~ere. 



1 can you identify that? 

2 I. The t.ail part of the plane. There ta a hellooptar 

3 that 1• clearly not a military helicopter, and just looking 

4 at it, it ha• -- •11, it'• not a ailitary helicopter, 

5 like an Air American or eomet.hinq like that. Thi• look• 

6 like the day after footaqe. Certainly it'• too bri9ht 

7 and too calm to have been when I vaa there. The nne 

8 thin<1 • 

9 0 !low, ware those wheels of ~ aircraft? 

10 l. Ye•. Bow there is '«hat I deacribed earlier of 

11 survivors or bodies, either one, at ~robably either at 

12 Tan Son Jlhut probably 1 I am aure Tan Son trlhut. '!'hey' re 

13 ccming out of the truck there. 6o it could have been at 

14 the Seventh Day Mventist Hospit.al or Tan Son miut Hospital. 

15 Tou were not at either of thoae locations after 

16 the craah? 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

No, I we.a not. That waa all filmed by a 

aeparate qroup of CBS people other than network people. 

More of the same. 

MR. COtnlORS1 I will note an objection first 

to t:he laadinq question• durinq t.he presentation, and altlO 

to non-reaponaive answers t.o t.ha qenaral request for a 

ration, ant! also notinq an objection aloftC} the lines of 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

Mr. Mc:Manus'• instructions rec;ar4inq t.he reference U> 

bodies. 

MR. McJQlftJSt What waa non-responsive? I ~t 

Mr. FromllOn did a Yery fine job of narratinq. We all AW 

it. I don't believe he aaid anythiD9 that wasn't there. 

MR. cmmoRS: Be referred to the purposes for 

instance of the ac!option of the children. 

MR. HORVATH: For the record. I atopped this 

at 236. 

BY MR• McM.ANUS r 

Mr. Promaon, air, ware you a CBS report.er oovorinq 

Operation Babylift? 

L Yee, t was. 

~ Did ycu do eome investiqation and baekqroun~ 

investiqation into Operation Babylift and what the 

purpose was and where the children were qoinq and things 

of that nature? 

Yea, X 414. 

Q. Your ceanent• about the a4optive status of the 

children baHd on you inTeatiqation and your kncwled9e? 

I. Certainly. It vae clearly described. by the 

~ai4ent of the United States •• a h\llft&nitarian effort to 

remove t:he children from Vietnam at a time llhen the 



1 whole situation va• 4et.erioratlnq, and not only that, 

2 but every official aource that we oould reach and come in 

3 oontact with exp1ain•4 it 1n auch a faahion. Moreover, 

4 the CBS off ice, and % think other news 01'9an1zations 

5 were floodin9 -- wall, floodin9 miqht be an exaqqeration, 

6 but certainly we ha~ ""11\y phone call• from people in i:he 

7 United States aaltinq us if we could assist in the adoption 

8 process for aome children ~t had been applied tor. 

9 

10 

11 

12 

MR. McM.Me~Si 'l'hank .you, sir. 

Off the record a aecond. 

(Discuasicm off t.he.raoord.) 

MR. McMANUSs On the record. 

13 BY MR. McMANUSi 

14 O. Mr. Fromaon, I woul-5 lib to ahow 1'0tl Plaintiff's 

15 Exhibit 'l'WO-R, air, and ask if you can 14ent1fy that? 

16 l. That ie the loadinq .of the orphans onto the 

17 rear -- in throuqh the rear door. of t.he CSA, the orphans 

18 an~ t.heir escorta beinq t.aken up t:he rear stairway. 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

Sir, I would like to ahow you Plaintiff 'a 

Exhibit 'lwo-S, an~ aak you if you can identify that. one? 

L These are the children being- escorted. from t.ha 

IN• 'OP the rear at.airwell of ~e CSA. Chllc!ren, orphan• 

who were takinq part in the babylift. 



1 I would like to ah<N you Plaintiff'• Exhibit 

2 Two-I and allk )'Ou if you oan identify that, air? 

3 L Then "9r• the children ~t were aittift(J alon9 

4 th• a14ea of t:be aircraft inaide tha aircraft, I ahou.14 

5 aay, vho were about to have ... t.belt• put on. !'hey were 

6 the older chilc!ren. 'fhey were VoincJ to ait alonq the 

7 aide in the carqo area. 

s O Thi• ie Plaintiff'• .Exhibit. Two-B. 

9 L It'• more of the eame with -- ahowinq 9ome of 

10 the chilc!ren with eecorta, alao beinq tied down on the 

11 floor. The 4ec'k of the CSA, an~ •• vell as in the 

12 bac'kqround, the ahildren who ware ... tee! in the reqular 

13 oanvaa &rr&nCJ'ement that are typical cf Air Force planes. 

14 O. lir, this i• Plaintiff•• Es:ihit 'fwo-G. 

15 !'his i• another photoqraph ahovinq ~e orphans, 

16 and you rill see 80llle of thni are cryift9'. They were 

11 friqhtened by the li9ht from ~· television caJBeras. 

18 0. Sir, tilia le Plaintiff 'a Exhibit 'l'wo-T. 

19 I. I can• t -- theae are more of the orphans, and 

20 I - rt- recollection ia that then -t• were in the 

21 floor of the plane. I can't remember whether ~· Mata 

22 were upataira or down stair•. 'Ibey .. Y have been upat.aira 

23' aear the - in a .eparat.e compartment where t.he babie• wre. 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

There .. y haw been eome -t~ up there alonqaiae the 

baaaineta. I cannot recall ... ta 1n ~. oarqo area. there 

uy have been eome, I juat. can't r.-mber. It'• been too 

1~. 

0 Mr. Proluon, thia i• Plaintiff 1 a Exhibit Two-J'. 

&. 'l'hi• i• the takeoff of the CSA, and I believe 

that i• me and my crew in ~ foreqround. Derrick Williams 

lookinq at ~. llOUnd, and Udo Besch, the cameraman. 

0. llr. Wrcmson, I ""'114 like ~ show you Plaintiff'• 

Exhibit Tvo-1'., and aak you, air, if t:hat represents a 

scene ~t you aaw at the crash aite? 

L Tea, it. does. 

O. I wuld like t.o ask you the same question for 

Plaintift'a Bxhibit Tvo-cG, 1• that a scene of the crash 

eite? 

.. Tea, it 1• • 

'l'hia ia Plaintiff'• Exhibit Two-FF, !. that a 

acene of the crash aite? 

I. Yes, it. is. I am not sure when it was taken, 

but certainly of the erallh •ite. 

0. Plaintiff' a Bxhibit Two-DD. c-

'lbat. ta .,re of ~.Mme. 

Plaintiff'• 8Xh1bit,Two-CC. 



1 I. 8y the way, t:hia last pbotognph 1• what I was 

2 ducribintJ, ~t pu-t. of t.be airaraft. I had eMn off to 

3 tlM left when I oame on the oraah •lte. t AV the tail 

4 in front of •• ant! off ~ the lett. la *hi• piece of 

5 aircraft with all of t.he oabl•• hanqlnfJ out. that •w 
6 to be the ~inq I wa looJtift9 at. 

7 'fhi• _,.. to be part. of ~ winq with the 

s enqine cowlinq in ~wo different locat.icna, with t.he 

9 fl-• and moke I had Men ln the baclt9round. 

10 O. Sir, I wou14 like tc ebow you Plaint.ift •a Exhibit 

11 !'vo-D, and ••k you if t1\at. la the llOene of the crallh 7 

12 J. Yea, tbat i• a t.roop oarrier, what. ~ey oall 

13 ~ c-47, I believe, hellcopt.er, that. vas uaed for troop• 

14 or a.d.ical evalutiona. lfot norsally, uaually troops. 

15 0. This 1• Pla~tiff • • JxhibS.t hllber '!'Vo-AA. 

16 Ia ~t a lleefte of the oruh? 

17 L Yea. 

is en«Jine, which ha4 broken off from the vinq, an4 ~ 

19 Viet.name• troopa after tile craah •iu. You can aeo a 

20 lot of -4 on the ~d t.here. 

21 6 'lhia la Plai.Btff '• ·lxh1b1t. lfwo-L? 

22 I. More wreoka9•, an4 ~ flaMa &n4 .ok• in the 

23 rear. tt.•• wry taar4 to ~ 010 .. u t.hat. •it.e becau .. of 
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~e fumes that I vaa 4iecuea1n9 earlier. 

0. Sir, this is Plaintiff'• Exhibit !Vo-AA. 

a. Yeah, this i• 11e>re of the interior, I believe, 

of that part of the plane that I 4e11er1bed earlier. 'Iha 

fuaela.qe, or part of the fueela9e off to the left. 

O Sir, this 1• Plaintiff'• Exhibit Tvo-B. 

&. 

0. 

a. 

This 1• one of the en<Jin•• from the CSA. 

lfhi• i• Plaintiff'• .Exhibit !Vo-C. 

More vreckaqe of the •ite. This obviouely was 

taken about the time I vaa t.here. Some of those earlier 

photoqrapha I think had been uken afterwards, I am not 

sure. 

O. Mr. PrOmeon, thia ia Jtlaintiff 'e Exhibit Two-F. 

I. 'fas. 'l'hat is the -- I believe part of the 

vinq, or it might have.been the rudder, I am no1: sure. I 

u not t.bat aich of an expert. 

0 Plaintiff 'a Sxhibit Two-I. 

a. Yea. Thi• is a scene that I 

recalled earlier ... inq, the Vietnameae officer 4irectinq 

the operation, t:he recoYery operation, vith a ba1:on 1n one 

1'anc! and be14 ~- 4ead baby by th• arm 1n the other. 

0. "11a ia Plaintiff'a Bxhibit Two-0. 

a. Thia waa the r9m0val of the bot!iee froa ~ ora8h 



1 aite similar to the helicopter tilat I boarded to qo back 

2 to !'an Son 1'hut. 

3 O. And t.hia piet.ura, air, i• Plaintiff'• Z>thiblt 

4 tf'wc-EE. 

5 L 'l'bese ware body baqa. Well, I 4on • t know, 

6 they were clear plastic baqs. !'hey were puttin9 victilna 

7 in ~em or •ictims' remaina or I don't. know, posseeaion• 

8 of acme kind. 'l'bere i• an American in ~ backqround, 

9 a9ain, in civilian clothea, c!irectin9 the operation. 

10 MR. McrMANUS: !'hank .you, air, that ia all of the 

11 que•t.ion• I have. 
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DIMDATIOll n com1SBL roa DSnJJDAft/LOCJDIBBDa 
81' ... CCIDIOU I 
11r. From.on, J beli.n JO• •tated ~t. rou wn 

ill Viet ... off aad oa for zoavbly an 11 J'UZ' period, 1• 

that correct, 19'' tbroWJb 1975? 

ror parpoa .. I auppo•• of tbia, y... I wu 

aotually t.here .. en before that, l»ut ,. ... 

pariod.7 

•ell, iA.196• tbe Allerioan build-up bad DOt. J'•t 

bequn to any 4qr... 4lhey were - •Y figur .. -Y be a littl 

basy. I think in rG\aCJhlY lt6• around 20,000 Aaerioazua 

u4 ia '''' after th• elect.ion, after th• prea14ential 

elect.ion t.h• previou lloVmber, tbe u. 8. HJ.14-up wu 

ordered aDd All•riou 4raftee• i.vasi lall4in9, ~ Marine• 

began landing ia t:he •·-er of ''5 and W a aubat.aatial 

build-up of force• tber• ooaneoted with the war. 

n. llr:NUOS1 I object. to that. tpe•t.ioa and aay 

other 41'19•t.ion that. oow:aael llipt ••k oonoem1D9 Viet ... 

and the war that. waa 901a9 OD at. t:Ae tiM ~· araab took 

place, aD4 ao aa 110t. a iDt.errupt. G011DH1, I - aare be 

mader•t.an4• J M'N a oozat.iau1D9 objec~~on to that. liu of 

qaeatioD1D9. 

u. car•oass Cert.a1Dly. 
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ft D. COlhfOU1 

Bow 414 ~ aitut1on in Viet •- denlop ill t.be 

early ~ 1114 •7o•a, what. wu 9Ctinv on in Viet..._ at t*at 

time? 

Xn the early •1o•a, tbe United. State• bad a.gun 

the prooeaa of Viatnaaiaation aAd under ~ •ixon adllini•­

tration, v. a.'"'toroas wre withdrawn in aooor4ance wJ.tb tbe, 

I belien ~ 1972 •aaoe Aoaorcl aiped 1n Pari• with 

llOrth Viet MB. lo, the American preaenoe waa tradully 

oein9 re4uoed aDd tna Vietn.•e•• ••ra u.Jd.n9 reaponaibilit.y 

for aot. Ollly prosecution of ~ war but for everything elM 

~t weat. on in Viet -· Blan in~ befinnin9 of '75, 

vban I wu baaed in Bon9 &o09, I would •&J I am a 11ttl.e 

U.sy on this, the 1>e9iuin9 of '75, or late '7•, tnere waa 

an offanaiYe in tbe central lai9hJ.ancla near Bien aoa,. 

the ~ Viet - foroaa koke - dJ.4 not defend tbe 

area 'Ary well aa4 befan • prooea• of dia~te9ration, 

act.ull7, because tbe llo~ Viet.name•• &D4 Viet. J'.Oa9 .. ra 

on the attack and oarrle4 it tJarough Cb• 111.U.U.te oollapae 

in loath Viet. - it.aelf. 

O e.a 414 you, u OOllbat foroea, eveAtv.&lly lean 

Viet. _, 

&. J MlieYe moat. of ~e v. a. OOllbat. forou, except 
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for advt.on left. in 1172. ay 1172, oanainly by '72, t:hat1 

i• mr reoolleat.ion. 

-wlaere the Allerioau bad. fonally been preaent.'1 

I don't. quite an4eratan4, iD tfbat aenae. s .. , . 

t:he Aaerican preaence, wbioll waa ao obYioWI Wltil ~t d.me 

in 8ai90n and iD the cit.i•• an4 on the battlefield, 

oert.aialy it ol\&nfed ~· wbcl• ocmplexJ.on and nature and 

tone of what Viet ... waa like. 

What wa• it like after tbe Aaerie&na withdrew in 

1972? 

A. I oan oaly Ull you baaed on wbat I read beoaue 

froa the per1od at tbe •n4 of 1111 vua I l•f t Vi•t -

aD4 did aot ntun antil '7S, I wa• posted elnvb.ere •1 

cu •-•· Ky aacowata wou.14 be aeaoDdbancS from vri•ten 

diapatahe• and daecript.J.ou and. ao forth. 

Approxiutely when 414 you return to Vi•t. ... 

on or about 11757 

A. IA the Winter, . wbea ~· 1Nllt bad l Md .l:MMD . 
t 

-iped to Cambodia. I vu tbere u ~9• ba9~ to 

..S Viet. .... So I would •AY t.laat waa iD .razuaarr, Webruasy, 

Jlarab, April. J: oan•t. pnoiaely pinpoint. it.. &a a •tter 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

of fact., 1 don't. taint I vaa in laigon in January. 1 -• 

iA C«-bodia all of the U.. and for mo•t. of l'ebnary. J 

t:blnk I 90t. there t.owarcl ~ end of l'ebruary. 

What .. re tb• 0011d1tlou in aaigon at that. du? 

Cbaot.io. ft.re wen all k1n4• of apeoulaUou 

tla&t ~ Governlleat of Viet. ... waa at. band. lfb• llOrth 

Vietn-.e bad been -- ay reoollect.1on 1• they aa4 jut. 

ovar 8a llaDV and they were oc.iq clown th• ooaat. and i:b• 

Goverzment. of Viet. ... fora•• iuxplioal>ly t.o 11aay people 

•••IMd. to be unraTeliD9. '81• ooeaDds lost oontrol of their 

couand apparat.ua, uaopa were f .. ing &D4 witbout putt.int . 

ap UJ kiDd of a fight.. It 10oke4 = ~oa• of u vbo bad. 

repon.4 th• war for a 1oa9 t.1- ~t tbe aituat.ion waa 

rapi41y oc-•av to a ooDOluaion, witb.tbe taking of SOV.tb 

Viu - - llortb Viet ... an4 ~ Viet. aDDCJ. 

.. r. 10u able to ua..i oataic!e of th• aa190n 

.. ., ... 

.. 
'&he perS...ter area around 1•1ton. 1 wnt ner Mar tile · 



1 Bien cat aru. &D4 beyond Bien 11oa, J: pret~y aaoh OOYare4 

2 e:A• perimeter areu around 8aigon. J: eoald bava to• 

3 el•wbere u 414 other eorreapon4eata IMat J: wu •••iflMMI 
4 •o aow.r .,.uy t:tae poli Uaal atory iA Sai90n. 8o -.r 

5 ooaoatration vu la ~ l&igon area. But we ba4 oorraa-
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pondenU ~t went to a. Jlaa9 and filaed ao.. of that ri.vid 

aatarial vitb Vietn-H trying to 9et aboard a world 

denta t:bat .,..t eut iato achallf vlaere ta. f ivhtiaf wu 

ntur lleavy. 

I WA• there-fighting uoUDd ~·perimeter of 

Gradually, .-nntually, 79a. It - to taat, 

a periMter I woal.4 aay witlliA 20 - JO ail••· 

I CDul4 ~u bear ~- aballiDg in Bai90n? 

llo. 

... laigon itaelf uder any •helli1a9, maketa, 

or ••Wer att.aaka prior '° the fall? 

I. IOM zoaket atboka, I jut frukl.y caan•t 

relllm.ber. 
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VietnuaeH that wrked for Aaerioau wen t.ryia9 to find 

vaya to .. t out of t:be aov.ntry. 9le .. altby Vietn•••• 

Ja&c! ~· ... na and ~. naouroea to fly out: u4 the airplane , 

particularly 90J.q to Paria were ~ aaeavilr booke4. 'file 

Vietume•e ~t: worked. for o. 1. llilitary, .... oqaiiiaatJ.o 

amt ao forth vere all tryiAf through U.ir own -an• and 

oontaou and frien4ahiP9, U'yiA9 to leave the ooutry, 

althoufh the official po•itioD of the u. s. .,bU•Y waa 

Cbat. the v. 1. Government ••• boltiDg faat., .. wen not 

abandoniAfJ Viet .... We would ••• U• war tllzoup. And 

th• enbuaa4or at tbat U.- at. ~ eaba•ay, tbe CIA people 

ware all •l'Yin1 t.o eaoourap th• poli~ical proce•• to 

vithaun4 ~· abocka that .. n bein9 felt on the bat.t.l•· 

field.. %a other vorda, t:bere were attempt• being ll&4a to 

fODl a ..., toTernm.nt t.o lone Pnaiclen1; Chu out of office. 

.. ••• anaocepUbl• h tile llLP ud t.be Viet &oD9 &ad ~· 

govenment vi ch General •bah, I vae M&vilr 111vol .,·.t 1n 

ooverint tMt aapect of t:be atory. 
> 

WDal4 it M oornot to HY taaat ttae population 

Ob, y .. ,, I think ~t la fair. ··, 
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April t:he 21th I belin. 1~ waa of 1175. I •f 

ate off a 4ay or eo, April Jlth, JOtb. 

O. aeia 414 :rou aoba&lly 1uw Viet ... , 

&. l'our ura prior u ~t, four or f ift clays prior 

I vu aaa1pe4 u 90 to tllailu4, I va• actually a.aH4 in 

ftail&D4, tbat vaa st bome baae and I waa f..Uiar with tbe 

t.err&ia and t:bare vu expecbU.on aa vaa bOrae out later 

that aany of ~· Vieta ... •• woalcl ~ to fl .. to ftailand, 

.. --y 414. 

0. Du.lag ~ Yiaiu wbioh fo\I aa4e to Viet ._ -

fma lt64 '° lt71, 414 JOU wer lulft OOCUioD to viai'~ D.1 

1'ea, l 414. I 414 aany atori .. about orpb•n• 

of th• war. 

oQhanagu vi~ .,u, .. , •uppli•, -41.aal help, ~t .ort of 

t:hiDf? 

u.. McJWIUla I object to ~t liM of ciue•tioAiDg 

alao. 

n a. cmmoas 

o. D14 tAe a..rioan a.1.a taelp w •QPpon *be 

ftetM- orpb&aafU Witb .Olli .. , 8.appliM, t.4iaal -1p,·' 

that eon of~ 
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.a.out. in41Yi4ul G. I .a, I think froa U.. t:o t.iM you AW 

80M ia4J.Tidua1 G.1.a wbo were ben and. ~re who volu9!&1 ...... lll! 

to work in thia ana. I waa aot oonacioua of G.l.• 

wu aot aware of 1~. 

0 Did you Yieit aay of tile orphanage• in 1t7S? 

llOt personally. I My b&Y• - abeok that, l 

Do you noall ~ ooa4itJ.oaa in that orphanage? 

O..r orovd.e4, 9bort:a99 of Md.ical help Moaue 

war effort to oar• for people oa.t1114e of kigon, bat I don' 

t JIOW 414 the VietM-• t.reat t:he ohi14ran fat.h~] 

by \be Amerloan a.I.a? 

L llot ft1Y well ~Qt ~t 18 a 00 Ota probl- thrO -

out a.J.a. a.re la a ... p-eeata4. - I ti.halt 1~ '• a penonal 

ri9v 1 Jlnat I tbiak OM aabatant.iate4 by ~ people tllat' 

9pe11t. ~ ~ iA a.la. Bier• i• a at.rain of raai•• amn 

Vietna•••• u4 wn9 orinU.la toward blacu u4 u a •tte 
. . 

•f fact,~ vu widen& ewa 4uiq Ule.trlemlabip .-:1od 
.. 
" '! 

.-.a tbe .. HPl .. • tna llDnll Afrloa wen ~ aejen of 
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tdlat fatbend cm114nn 4uriza9 tile rrenah ColoDial ti•• 

expuleaoed m1 of tbe - kin.1• of pnblw ~t wen 

apparent, in ai.on, t1le ohilc!nn fat.bere4 by AMriau a.I.a 

were really oataaoiaect 1n Viet ... an4 I aa4e that .-OiAt ill 

the 01EF1nt.uy I 414 froa ~ aite of t:ba araa!l.i 

I object to that qu .. tJ.on. 

n u. CCD1110J111 

0 11len 414 you firat bear about •Operation laby 

1 oan•t ~eauely ull you nu. J ~Dk it•• 

taer• waa U1k of it for a oouple of -k• prior to tbe 

arrival of t*• CS-A and there•• apecalation u to tdaat 

wou.14 uppea to tll• ohil4nn, ~-· waa eontroftray abOut 

it beoaue\tber• waa aom augpatlon that lllerioau wen 

t.M nuwbelain9 kin4 of ponrayal J tidnk of •0peratioA 

a.by Lift•. Of oourae, tile llortb Yietnw•• anc1 tiae Vi.et 

song and ewa •DJ' people ·u tne aoutb Vietv••• Goverw.Dt 

were aaybf t:hat - AA Uk• oan of oar wn. 

llOW waa tile •t:ory beiag aover-4 bf the Pft••! 

I ~Dk ·ratber vtaaly at tile u.. Orpbanapa, 
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nporUDg • tbe orpbaaavea, nporUDg OD ~ aoD41Uou 

ef ~.. ellilclna wbo wan Y1otJ.lllse4 by th• war wbo wen 

left 1'ollel .. a and wi~t puenu &D4 ~- from tb• uaiad . 

atatM t:lae wbol• 111\fOlwmant of ~ u. a. Ocmarnaut witb 

or4u1a9 tbe Air l'oroa h partioipata 1D ~· bOf lift. 

D. llclWJUSa J obj .. '° idlat lut quudora. 

U &. COHllOM1 

rn• •011e of t:be orpbaaapa, I believa ••tlJ 

or ab&D4oae4? 

I. 

onewaa. 

• 

D. lloHIR08& l objeot a tbat qll .. UOD. 

n •. COIDIOUa 

DO rou JmOw if all of tb• oh114rera 1ra •0peratiOD 

J oazmot ••r w1tb oenalnty with eac:tb u4 nery 

-~ .- ~ • < 

4Uin9 t;be 'Opuat1oa a.by JJ.n• -1 llaft M4 nriou 

fla:r•ioal es -tal bandicsapa7 



1 I bave DO lclea. 
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3 I will wait u4 let. lli• anawar u4 tlMm make rrt objaftion 

4 AIM! ti.at. ••Y 7011 doA'c MW b> sepaat t:be qa .. Uola, 

s n a. comsou a 

6 llr. J'romon, la it. oorreot. t.bat. t:b• CS-& ~ 

7 off at approxillatel7 four p.a. OD April •t111 1175? 
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th• erub u4 ua~lint your fbo~ ud eou4 onnr, J01& ·pt. 

ill a oar an4 vie4 to 4riw out. to ~ ana w find it.7 

All I a.lao oornct tbat. JOU 414 .ot naoll tb• aooi.4-at. aoeu 

for approxi•te17 one to tMo nova afur ttae a~ul acoi4eDt 

/ ·~· · .. , 
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l tbt at I wu out at the oraah alt.a for a f004 •s llimltaa 

or an boar ao it .. Y haft Uken - an bour by tb• t.lae I 

i:eacbed. tbe oraab aia •. It. oert.ainly wasn't 110re ~ t:bat 

It •Y uw been eTeA a little lu•. 

g. .. 11, 4o JOU nm.-.r taatify1ng 1D 1110 u4 

b4ioat.1a9 at. tbat t.J.me that it. t.ooJt approxillately ona to 

wo IMNr• before 70u naabe4 t.b• aaena? 

I. llo, l don't n•mber that. I 4o recall an a.our, 

I don't -1l1At ttwo, ~w;.h. It'• 'ut t:oo long a90. Bi•re 

waa •till eua-up eo '~ou woul4 laaw t.o Mk• a jwt9 ... nt 

tAeA, if the •1111 V&a au11 ap -- •ab•taatiaur op aboft th• 

laorison J wov.14 aay it. 1ooke4 to - about there, tben •Ybe 

it. WU WO boUa. % j1lat. c1oD't. Jc.now •. I WU 1a 81.ICh ab 

to .. t out ther• aD4 prea•1ACJ l»ecaUM l bew we b.S a late 

plana to get out •D4 frankly, uoonactoaly, it. -1 bave 

IMen wo i.oua. llow at W.a jmaat.ure, it. 4oean•t. •- lilt• 

it t;ook tbat. lon9, but it. •Y well bava. 

o. All of ~ •uttiwra of t!ae aoo14ut ha4 alna4y 

Me1l eTAcuted, ia tbat. oonect.'1 

I. Aa far u I kDW. 

.. 
.,.a. &D4 approaobe4 *• aocsi4ut eoene on tboae, 1• ta.at. 

oorncrt? 
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a. 

• 
.. 
• .. 

Cc-•IMl•r94 woul.4 aot be aoouat•. .. bitch-

Do J'OU naall 1f J01l - 1a f roa tb• llortb er 

I ,,..t aillplf *ta't nMJ6er • 

You la41oate4 tlult ~ fint thing that '°" aav -

I t:h1Dk lf .J'OU'n lookinv for a 4e•or1pd.on, I 

dlink I GO\ll.4 ••Y Chat .. •er• •n • HOOD4ary soac!. :rt 

vu paved and. quite a·bit of vaffio. lloat.ly mpe48 an4 

Vietn•••• UuoJc• and w wre 90i1a9 1a ~ 41notion of t.b• 

pneral oraab a1te &ad tl18D •4e a left •P a 41.rt na4 • .. · .. 

ehroufb tbu ru:iaa of Yillapa where there vaa 80IM aniper 

fin. 

You •ntJ.one4 ~t ~ f lrat dlinv f01I Aw waa 

t:he ~l of t.be aircraft, i• that aorreot? 

of Yiatv•••· 

.. Cb, Z voa14 uy 100 feet • 

• And 414 rou t.ben walk onr W> dl• tall of the 

llOt 9llob cloaer, I thlak, )'U, I walked ia t.bat 
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dinotloa. .. took eoma •taP9 daat •• mddy, a lot of 

aeaTy 901n9, a lot of 4ebrie, 11.r noolleotion 1• ~t .-. 

of .... area laa4 Mell aoaorct.4 off, I frankly oan't eftll 

noa1l t.bat. J don't tbink w :were really fbJ'•!Aal.ly •to 

fZOll toinw aloaer. .. were u caloH u we lla4 to fO· 

0 llOW tar law ""9 rioe ,..s41a• 414 7011 aot\l&lly to 

Well, a pretty f004 tiauraoe. x ou•t·t.ei1 JOU 

1n ,..t bow far, but J WOt&l.4 aay w oertainly vnt beyond 

tila k11 aeotioD iato tu pad.41•• aD4 prettJ' tar off ~ 

•• W DOt oalf a aoua4 -r• •sew but a alleat -r• 

lllLD, Vbt:.D• ... •,. &D4 J vu kin4 of Mllin9 th.- When u fO. 

u ~ OM piece of haalap that -• well 4owa -.r 11- of 

•itbt but it vu pretty Jaea~ 901a9 &a4 noiay and. a lot of 

racket u4 the f_. were pan1oul.ar1y ba4. ao l 414D • t. 

., t!lat far but I wDt eaollJb.ao ia 8' dinotint tll• arn• 

aD4 J1N ud.antand _...t. I laa4 to Uy to write • aanaUon 

' u4 &11 tbat. bUinua, I waa 1D .a. 111441• of •blnp. 

• 
..a.ty, woal.4 J011 Af'JC'M it vu•* a •ft an4 alippaq 

nrfaoa tlaat. fft bad '° wade tlanqb7 

~l-~. · .. 
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an4 &lbri•. ' I 
1 

I~'• al90 oornat., 1• it ~. ~t you IMlftr 

llO, that. 1• dpt. I •• 1~ froa a cllatanoe. 9u 

the tuer&l aoene waa pnt.~ appanat aD4 !or Jbotographia 

and jCNraaliat.lo nuona, ~ was no purpoae Mrve4 1D 

• 90iA9 ri9bt •P to tLb• piece. Yog can •• - and wry 

ol.ear, it. vu eo lua99. &a a aatter of faot., u I 4eacri.be4 

earUer, ~ plaoe4 l.ooked like a bat.tlefiel4 after a 
• I 

btattl•• ud it. looke4 1.Ute a 1'a .. explosion bad Uken place. 

Ian•~ it oorreat U&at t.be only fire tbat. JOU 

I .iiink tlb&t. la, pe, tut i• aocnirata. &at 

woul.4 M tb•.Pieoe atraipt·uea4 of•, nok• an4 fl-8. 

W a1na4.r . bee& eY&CN&t.e4, t:bat tbe MWWD UD4ecl to 

ooaaanuata on mre een•a~ul aoenu aucl:a u ~ 1Nrala9 

'· ' ••. ~ ! 
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t:ll• wbMla Ming aoatt:arecl &D4 '1l• envtau 1Mia9 aoattaena, 

Mat l dDD't talDk, iaa "" jwScJwn, ,~t mn tUa ebe . · 

aoDl&l wwat of fin piotuna •u•n, I woald a&arcU:r oall 

•euaU.Oaal1 lt vu the a!teru~ of ~ oruh. 

all an4 it 4i4D't appear 1a ~- eoeau, 414 it'I 

I don't noall. 

D14 rou. ever a.ear .a.a~ of .U 141 to 150 children 

eat i• ooa:ect. 

people W been killed, wbatller at that --.eat, wban, only 

wbea I tot baok t:o kn 8oA a11t, ~t i:be f1gu.ru bees- . 

appann. .. . laa4 1ba&rd at cas before I bad it out, .Ut 

tilen vu a euMt.ant:.ial io.a of lif•. ..~we laa4 t:o 14ea 

of tile fipna an4 •• oo"14D't wet ~ at '*• oraah •i• .. 
. . ' . 

····.' f 

Mc:sau• ta.. ealJ' .-oPl• t:Ut •P*• •avliab were tbe ao er 
,( ·.·. . ~ ,. . 
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WU"ia9 aide ax.a aa4 w ooul.4D't talk to ~-. 

D. llcMUIUSa % objeot to ~t quuUon, tbe f1 

•f onlf one 8bil4 llayJ.at Mell killed 1A ~ t.roop OODpU1ae t 

DB WITHUl1 ••t I 4o noa.11 1a tbat. tbere --

I tl:U.Dk tben wua 272 or 275 P9Qpla on t.be plane an4 WI 

noollecUoa, well, I ••• tol4 immac11&tely after ooaiDg b 

to do a.r urrat.ion, 

a4ul.U, onw, all t:Jaat buaiaes•. 

BY •• CC»OIOU I 

Ill point of. fact, more people 8\lrYi..S ~ aoc14 

th&.Q Aad been killed, ia tb&t oorrect.? 

a. . % t.bi.llk ~t I..• aocnarata, rea. I - ~ aw:a 

~t we - ~t. ~ ti.p.rea were •Yan.apP&rut. at ~t UM 

eo it vaa laar4 '° know.· I tbink that.· mbaequeatlr, .aat 

wa• -.Orne out. 

It 

.. 
: .··· 

··~· . · ... '. 
·.• 
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&. 

•11CJP•U4 ~t ttae iajand were t.eiq taken to t:Ae boapiUl 

ID pOiat of fact, J0'1 41oa't know wbo waa .lajured aD4 Wbo 

VU DOt, c1o :f'0117 

&. llo, I aa jut ue-1a9 tbat wll, f01l ou. ... tAe 

ailU.. Mi.D.9 AUD •ff, ., • I oouldA. ~ tell vbo ... 

lAjurecS aa4 that la vu uoept ~ abYlou ..... 

NY OM •Y or aaotbar. 
' 

'l'olt 4i4n't - Ul' bandap4 or i,J:Ok•D liabe in 

_...t Yideo tape tb&t J'OU jut u.rratad, at 1 ... t u to ~· 

Clbildna, 4l4 fOll? 

&. 

w • I ti.cl w • ltabf with a ND4a.. oa bi• JaeM. or a ~g 

z .U.a tben vaa a J'OWlf Yi•t.na•M, if I - .aot alataku. · 
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.. 11, it aoul.4 U.ve bean a laat.. It ooul.4 un 

iteen a Wbita au hat tor all I know. X would haw to look 

at it a9aiA to tell J'Oll. 

D14 you eyer do u.y follow- up •tori•• with &'e9ar4 

to the aoo14ant'1 

I. .. 11, tbe iavutiption wa• con4ucte4 by t:A• 

Air roroa aa4 ~re was DDt *1cb being Hid 1D riw of -

ao, in •1- of t.be rap141y .. terlorat1n9 political and 

aiUtary aiaatio.n in Viet ... , frankly, it waa a atory tha 

while ftrJ' 4ramatio an4 ~ra9io, it kiA4 of 90t loat ii, tbe 

.&11 •tn-. IO, J ~Dk ~re waa oae or bfO •t:ori•• and 

then it kiD4 of vaa DOt nob •re. 

ld.d rou OOftr ~ oontimaation of t.he •Operation 

Baby Lift•? 

I. llO, I 414 aot. 

Q. Do rou know a.ow lonv •aperation a.by Lift• 

oontin-47 

I. llO. 

I You •ntiona4 tl&at ro11 were 1oain9 lipt ~l:r 

'.t •· ~ · I 

cornet • ~:. 
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COrnat. 

You haw i.A4icate4 that alao you bad noei"4 or 

at leut be&r4 acme aaiper fire •• you approacbe4 th• 

ana, ia that aorreot? 

Yu, ~at 1• ay recolleoi:ion. 

a. NoHARUSa I object t:o t:bat que•tion. 

D. CCI0101Ss On what ~? 

•· llcMARUS1 a ... fZ'Ouncla u th• other war groun s, 

aY D. COIOIOU1 

9bat was ~· Houri~ lilt• at ~• area aroun4 tbe 

accident aaeae? 

a. 'I aa14, % •an'' noall whether tbere - now 

area. I don't taiak ~ere va• •. I juat nn't ~r 

aecurity. I auppoaa that wa\114 be kind of aintul. Moat 

people, ••t ef -...a Viet.~ .. ·~ their g-rollD4 an4 au.ye 
. . 

ap on thia kind of railroad aroaa1a9 area. 'l'ber• wen ao.. 
. . 

ef the k14a that want eff int:o tile wnc:Jtap •ite orawlin9 

throup th• wnoJtave and I 4oa't know if they wre 

acaveapra or vbather '2ler were ~ag t.o laelp th• Yi•tname 

ao14ien nooftr acme of ~ tbJ.Ap !Mcau• tiler• waa 
' ' .. 

debri• all OftZ'. I waa aot oonacioa of aMU'i ty waa ;t1'1le 

.,od or H4. 
.::.~ . -.. ' . 
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22 

• 

fin we ~ an4 ru, ~· ••• •l&W0-4 to be -- Ulan !&ad 

IMlea fo~ _.. t:J.me tile Viet Sant l:aa4 "8n pruent la tbat 

area aroaml Ul• air atri.p. 

a. HcJWIU81 I o})ject to ~t .-•~a. 

aY n. CCllllOUa 

.. Di.4 J'OU ner a9ai11 ntura '° -- accident aoene 

afar ti&&~ tint day? 

•· COIDIO•• mar don• t we to off tape jut a 

aeooa4, ple&H. 

(Diacuaioa off tbe noon.) 

a. CCIDIOUa 9aok OA •• noord. 

.. 

... ratloa at waa loa an, J'O\I wtioaecS tbat JOU UMMattat ··. 
23 , .·Y.,~-

•• oblldna were Mal-.· D14 10u· actully piok 1IP or··· ·. 
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exaai ne any of tlaeH oM14na7 

L llO. 

Za tdlU A layMD I 8 opinion? 

a. suot1r. 

O. Wbat. ••• to. teaperatllrtl at. ~AD son llbut clw::iq 

tb• loe.dtnv operat.ion? 

wara. 

... it O'V9r 100 degnea? 

a. I cU.da't. uw a ~tar AD4 it vu April, 

that .la DOl.'Mllf tbe t.l'Opical bot.teat. .oath of t:be re&r• 

t To\I -.nt.ionecl t:bat. !fhen 10" atna4 t.be lipta on 

1n the oaqo OOllp&rtMnt. of e.ba ainraft t.bat CJae obllctran 

~ '° ary aa4 naat. u t.bat.. 

L 

0. 

leveral of tnem 414. 

WU it ••eoA for .a.. obil4ren u nut to tbat. 

aort. et •ti.ala, a •u.ddan flub. •f litbt? 

I. 8af ~t. apt.a! 

O. ... it. oo on for obil4na to ..._ '° tduat aon 

of attw.alua, a aadclen n..a of light? 

L J MD 1 t. kDow 1 I Mftr exparien094 it before. J: 

tJi:I ak moat. people an not ocmfortabla Wba litbU an ...... _ 

J.a their faoea. 

• Aad tat.e obildnn ftiob JO\& ... oriMd 1a ~ nteo 



1 

2 
ehildren altd.Dv alon9 tbe •14 .. of *he aircraft., t.hey 

3 
were all in .,.. lower portion or tile ear90 oompartaan\ of 

4 
the cs, 1• that oorreot? 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

a. eaat 1a oorraot., exoapt that I wa•n't. aura about. 

the aeata. I oan't. r.call whether tll• ff•t.a were up aboYe 

or 4own below. 

o. CODOJUh I.et'• 90 off tlle tape at ~i• t.111•. 

(Whereupon, a ahort. rec .. • waa t.aken.) 

MR. COllROUt Let'• fO back on ~· reaor4. 

ay n. eo1ntou a 
12 

Q. 11r. l'roaaon, we haft 41aplayad. bea14e JOU a all4a 
13 

of Oefendallt'• Jbchlbit. 0-1•10 and I • 90ln9 to aak you if 
14 

you can l4utify tilat acene? 
15 

~ ~· t:.ail •action of the aircraft. 
16 

O. la that the v1cia1t.y where you were located when 
17 

you arr1Ye4 at the acci4ent aoaae? 
18 

I. 110t far away. From t:bat picture, lt.'• llar4 o 
19 

9ive an accurate d.uoript.ion. X wu aot far away. 
20 

t. aa4 tile aecUoa of t.h• f\laelave which I.a u the 
21 

si9ht an4 a 11til• bit 1n ~ foregroud which 1a a oODO&T• 
22 

.UC• of fuela9e, 1• that the piece 7CN were referrlaf t.o 
23 

pnviwaly? 
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L 

G 

llo. 

'J'here waa aao1:har p1eoe7 

L 1'•, aalea• J'CN have tot Three-I>. 

t I VCNl.4 uxt like to ahow J'O" a ali4• of 

Defendant'• SXbibit D-1411 aD4 aek you if that ia a frOUnd 

lnal •in of ~ accident aotme? 

L I t&hiaJr. ao. 

AD4 would ~t aocurataly repreaent the ~e of 

terrain feature• tilat ware prue•t there? 

L I 4on't bow where that a~a vu abootincJ fr•. 

Wu be 1a a bole, on a bill. I aean .. nerally epeaki1a9 it 

looked flat. aut. photoqraph• have a way of beinv rather -­

they ean be 4aoept.1••· 

0. llext I would like ~ ahov !'Oll -

L l'or laat:anae, JOU OODld be ta a hole hue, tikh 

aay JM a bill, I don't kaow. tt aay be alao that th• amra 

aan i• staa4inf atrai9ht •p, it would be flat. It'a •U'Y 

hard - tell. 

O What wu the terrain like in that area? 

I. I va• ori9inall7 on an abanltmeat lookinv •Olm 
into the pad47 which i• aoraal, ~· way q-rioult:nre 1a in 

VJ.et .... 1'CN'ra up above tba rioe eo JOU are lootiDg - · 

,_ are lookinv dawn. 'fou bow, tlut there 1• an iaoline. ·,_ 
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I 11\at. vae f roa a tike N' a walkway? 

I. baoU7, that: la nat I - Ulld ... about.. 

I I woal4 aext like to abow J'O\t a •114• of 

Defen4ant'a 1412 aa4 ••k lf you au. W.nUf)' that. NeM for 

... , pl-•? 

L Y .. , that i• th• tall of tb• aircraft. ud from 

that picblre it.'• nry har4 b) remmlber whether I ••• t.o 

t.h• left of ~ ~1 or whether .iiere vaa aaother aa9l• 

t wu look.int at. line• I raaaber th• flaae u4 the aok• 

beinf ia t:b.a forec;roun4, I oan•t r..-.ber preclaely what 

.JACJl• t vu at in relat.ion to ti\at Uil. I coulc! aUll have 

the fl ... &a4 fire and amok• ahead of M, but be in a 

41ffuent peaiuon than we're looJd.119 at. 

O lleat I wou14 like to ahow you a alid.• of 

Defen4ant'• axh.ib1t D-1394 and aak if that alao repreaent.. 

the accident eoene at the t.lme JOU aaw it:? 

I. I 414n't ... that aoene. 

t I ODderatand you wer• at a different pera}*:tive, 

but ctoea tlaat ..-rally look lib .-

L It. bear• oat what ! Aid about. lteincJ aeveral 

lleliaoptera b ~ area, they're all cmar th• place. 

O Let• point u an area &114 while we wu-e elf 

u,. briefly, I uk.S ~ to 14uU.fy for •• approaiaM.al~ 
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where 7°" were locabd, aa4 I - plat M eircla an area 

laer• an4 ask roa if that. 1D fact. la .... area ~t. JOO 

believe JOU were ia at th• ~!lie t.ha• 70ll were at tile 

accident. aoene'P 

I. lbWJUy. 

••· cmwou, '!'hank '°" •ert mu.ob. 

-May we 90 off the tape. 

(Dlsou.a•ion off th• record.) 

n. CODOltls On the ncozd. X a.ave ao further 

tu••t.lona. 

O Kr. rnm11on, I haw ~ust. bfO Mre .,ieaUou. Do 

I air, 414 70U learn what bappenecS at the ho•pital 

u vu depicted ta the aoene• that you aarrat.ed fraa ~· 

f ilu? 

&. •o, I •u I u---4 th97 ware t.nate4, tbo•• 
people no are Oil ~· plane who were injured. var• t.reate4 

at t:b• boapital. 

tlbat I • aaklnv, •ir, u 414 7ou learn b t:be 
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tJlia aoc14ent, 4i4 fO\l laara ~t ~ a\IZ'Tivor• were Uken 

bacJt to hoapitala u repreaente4 1A im. •oanea we _, 

I. Tu. 

Ka. llaMAlfUI a !'bank JCN. 

u. CODORS a llote my Ctb'ecUon ~ that •• beinq 

hearsay. 

IDl. llcMMUSs that la all of th• queat.iou I have. 

(Whereupon, at 12123 o'clock p.a., ~ taJd.ag of 

the in•tant deposition a ... 94.) 



1 
I have read the preaedin.9 64 page• an4 find rr:t 

2 
U8'Mra ~o be U'u• and correct in r .. poue t.o the queat.iou 
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14 

~in. 

wltne•• 

ltJ'BSCRDBD ARD ftOJUt to before • thi• day 

of-------' 1982. 

llotary Public 

My ooamiaaion expire• a ---------
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CSM'U'ICA'.l'E OF llO'f An PUBLIC 

COMMOWZALTll tJr 'IIRC!Wll ) , 
COVilTY OF ULIMGTOB ) 

I, .DJlOME T. DftlWGLT, ~·officer before tdlom 

the forqoint depoaition wu taken, 4o hereby certify ~t 

Murray Frcaaon, whoaa ustiaony appears in the foregoing 

dapoaition, waa duly sworn by .. , a Rotary Public ira ad 

for the coaaonwealth of Vir9hia at Large; that t:he t.eatimon 

of aaid vitne•• wu recorded by - by stenotype &D4 there­

after reduced t.o typewritten fora an4er ay 4irect101u ~t 

aald d.epoaition 1• a Vue record of ~ taatillODJ 91'ND by 

Hid wit.aaa•1 that I • neither oouuel for, related. to, 

mor -ploy-4 by any of the partiea w t:be action in which 

thi• 4epoeition was taken1 an4, further, that I - not a 

relative of or employee of any attorney or oounael .-ployed 

by th• part.iea bereto, nor fiaancially or othervi .. 

illtere•te4 1n ~· outcome of th• actioa. 

ary Public in and for 
coaaonwealth of YJ.rtiaia 

11f oonmaiaaion expiraei 
23 •ovellber t, lt•'· 




