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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

CARRIE NGOC ANH CAMENGA,
et cetera,

Plaintiffs,
-v.-
LOCKHEED AIRCRAFT CORPORATION, CIVIL ACTION
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Third Party Plaintiff,

014 No., 76-0544-56
New Ko, 80-~3219

L'z B
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

Third Party Defendant.
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Arlington, Virginia
Tuesday, April 6, 1982

Deposition of MURRAY PROMSON, a witness, called

for examination by counsel for the Plaintiffs in the above-

entitled action, pursuant to notice, the witness being 4uly

sworn by JEROME T. MATTINGLY, a néta:y Public in and for the
Commonwealth of Virginia at Large, at the offices of Lewis,
Wilson, Lewis & Jones, Limited, 2054 l4th Street, Arlington,
Virginia, commencing at’10;30 o'clock a.m., the proceedings

baing taken down by stenotype by JEROME T. MATTINGLY, and



transcribed under his direction.
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On behalf of th.lunitod Btates of America:

BRUCE N. BAGHI, ESQUIRE
Department of Justice
Civil Division

P. O. Box 1648
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PROCEEDIKNGS
Whereupon,
MURRAY FROMSON
a witness, was called for examination by counsel for the
P lahtiffs, having been first duly sworn by the Notary
Public, was examined and testified as follows:
EXAMIRATION BY COUNSEL POR THE PLAINTIFFS:

BY MR. McMANUS:

0

Could you state your full nane, sir.

»

Murray Fromson.
And your ocurrent address?
And what is your ocoupation and profession, sir?

Journalist, television producer.

Lo O » 0

And for whom are ycu currently employed?

A I produce a program entitled, "Eric Ssvaride's
Chronicle,” and I an a moderator of a public broadcasting
program that is shown weeXly in California known as the
*California Weedand Review."

e And could you give me a brief description of your

background and experience as a journalist?

A I have been a professional journalist for 32 years

or more, worked for the Associated Press, NBC News and
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CES Mews and which they have done work for public broad-

casting and an indapendent free-lance producer,

Q

MR, MOMANUS: Off the tape.

Just like TV, can you try to remember ¢to look at -
THE WITNESS: Oh, certainly, fine.

BY MR, MoMANUS:

Because the jury -- you're going to be on a

television soreen just like that, right in front of the jury

A

Q

Q
were with

A

Okay, fine.

Look right at the camera.
You want to start over?

MR. McMANUE: Off the recorxd.
(Discussion off the record)
MR. McMARNUE;:; On the record.
BY B_R. McMANUS:

Now, you mentioned, sir, thers was a time you
CBS; is that correct?
Correct.

When was that?

From 1962 to 1977, through *77.
Anéd during that time you worked with CBE; did you

have any overseas assignments?

A

Yes, several.
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Were any of those assignmsnts to Vietnam?

Yes, many.

0 » O

And when were you there, sir?

A I went the first time in 1964. I was there from
65 through '68 periodically for six to eight weeks at a
time. During that period -- then, after having been posted
in Chicago and Mosocow, in the Soviet Union, I returned to
Southeast Asia and was in Vietnam in 1975,

Q 8ir, are you familiar with the tarm "Operation
Baby Lift"?

A Yes, I am,

Q And d4id you cover that for CBS tslevision?

A Yes, I d4id.

Q And could you describe for me what was “Operation
ngy Lite?"

A Well, we wara told that it was an effort by the
United States Government to remove, svacuats Vietnamese or
orphans to the United States, orphans being adopted by
Anericans and other families outside of Vietnam, that
Operation Badby Lift was the Air Foroe's effort to take the

children out by airplane. ‘ _
Q aAnd 4id you cover t@a first stage or tha first

ovncuatiod that wvas part of the Operation Badby Life¢?*
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A Yes, I 4i4.

Q Do you recall -- was a C-5A airplane provided for
that operation?

A Yes, it was,

Q Do you know, sir, at whose rsquest the C-5A
was provided?

A I believe President Pord orderad the plane to
Saigon from California.

Q And from which airport in Baigon did this first
stage of Operation Baby Lift take plage?

A Tan sonhut, the airfield in Baigon; right outside
of Saigon.

Q And were you at Tan son¥hut at the time the plane
was loaded with the children?

A Yes, I was,

Q Could you dnscribo,that?

A I was assigned to cover the commsncemant of
Operation Baby Lift atTan son Mut, I believe {t was
April 4th, 1975. I was assigned by my bureau chief in
Saigon, Brian Ellis, and I went to the air field with
my camera crevw who -~ let's see -- was Udo Etjudio (phonetic

and Mesch and a German national and Bric Williams, a

Nev Zealandsr who was a sound technician. Ws went to the
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field along with the other network camera crews, although
separately. Wen I arrived at Tsnasm Nhut , we had some
difficulty because of méon, the Vietnanese police would
not allow f£ilm crews into the area. VWhen we got there,

we sav buses arriving, pulling up and unloading v:l.-t;uuu
pecopls, carrying young children or escorting children off
the bus towards the C-SA which was parked wvery nearby, and
the children were then =-- thcy had little tags, name tags,
they were all very well dressed. ‘l'hayA locked healthy and
clean, and they were all being led up the rear gang plank,
I gusss you call it, the rear stairway, actually, into the
C-SA.

And my ocrew was filming it at my direction. We

filmed for some time outside the airplane which was an
enormous aircraft. 7Then we were allowed into the plane
for approximatsly, I say, ten minutes, not much more than
that, and we filmed the d:ilénn being seated or arranged

in the plane. Vietnamese civilians carried, as I recall,

carried the young ones up to the plane, up the stairwvay,
and then thers seemed to be Americans. Thare were — thers

was the crevw, the flight crew inside the plans and soms
other Amsricans in thc plane getting the children settled.

A lot of the children were séatedalong side of tha plane in
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the bottom =~ I guess you call it the cargo hols, and a lot
©f the older children seemed to be strapped down on the
floor like a combat load. I have begn on these operations
before where they put troops, literally sitting on the floorx
of the plane facing the back of the plane, and sc a lot of
the children were strapped down with, appareatly, their
escorts. The Alx FYorce crews -~ the Air Fer s crew, I should
say, wvas directing a lot of this, seating the people and so
on, and we were allowed to take pictures.

I would say until that moment the children were
guite well-bahaved; I think a little confused and so forth,
confused, I should say, mystified by what was going on.
¥hen we turnsd the lights on in the interior of the plani,
soms of the children started to ory. They got nervous,
the lights scared them. ¥a kept it on for awvhile to geat
snough pictures inside and then we were QLzoctad to the
uppexr deck of the plane wvherse really the babies wers being
loaded. And I went up there and thers was an Aixr Foroce
nurse, I belisve -~ I think it wssan Air Force nurse, I
an not sure. And she was showing us where the babies were.

They sssmed to be in Dassinets and they were being fed,
' We took a few pictures in there. Yes, I think

we took some pictures in thers, and then came down, and



‘fur a few moxre shots inside the plane, ve got off, had
a few vords with the grew chief. I guess he was the erew
chief; he was a master sergeant, I bclievc; at the froat
end of the plane. And then we were ¢told we had to get off
because the plane was ready to leave.

Q Mr. Fromson, you described the C-5A as being an
snormous airplane?

A Right.

Q Can you describe that any further?

A ¥Well, it's been a long time. My recollection,
and I mightmot be perfectly accurate -— it seens to me that
I recall the C-5A was described once as a §-story tall
or high, actually up from the ground up. It was an enoraous
plane, and of course, we all know the C-5 is the biggest

oargo plane in, I believe, the U.S5. Air Forxce.

Q Were there two different floors or stories on the
interior of the airplane?
A Yes, that is vhat I wvas dnqribinq, that th-ro‘ was
I guess what they call the combat load area, the cargo hols
area, and the upper deck where the babies wers being plsced.
MR, CONNORS: I want to note my cbjection to the

leading gquestions. During the preliminary matters, I was

willing to ignore, but we are starting to get into some
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substantive material anéd I would appreciate it if ooun.ol——
would not lead the witness. |
MR, MCMANUS: lhiéb question are you refarring to
specifically? |
MR, CONNORS: The business about ths two floors.
There have been others as well.
BY MR. McMANUS:
Q Mr. Fromson, how many €iocors or stories are theres,
or ware there, on the interior of the C-5A that you were on?
A ¥Well, there was the axsa I dsscribed, the cargo
area, where the children were baing strapped down on the
floor, plus along the sides. Thers was this upper deck or
cargo hole, I guess, vhere the babies were, and I gusss the
only other part of the plane that I would think of would be
where the crew is, the flight craw; that would be four, as
we walked out of the plane, and you could lock up there,

was vhere the pilot and co-pilot and so forth were,
Q How 4id you get from the cargo area to the upper

£flooxr where the children were located?

A I bslieve there is a ladder.

Q  Now, 4id you tt;y at ths airport until the cesx
took off?

A . Yes, I 444,
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Q  And what d4id you do after that?

A Well, we filmed the take-off and I went baock to
the CBS office in town at the Caravells Eotel to write what
my -- wvhat they call voiocs over narration for the story
that was going to be shipped to Nong Xong on that evening's
plane.

Q Did there ooms a tims that you heard the C-SA
had crashed?

A Yes. A short time after rxeturning ¢o the office
and sitting down to write my story, the phone rang and our
Vietaamese bureau manager or Vistnamese bureau repcrter,

I should say, ¥Mr. Cat, answered the phone =~ there was a
Vietnamese on the phone -- and he was answering it, I
wasn't paying much attention, except there was a lot of
yelling on the phone, and then he started waiving his hands

at me and he said there had been a plane crash. And the
only thing I oould think of at the moment was, I said, is

it the C-5A, and he said we think so, wn don't know. 8o,
with that, I took my camera man wvho had been at the airport, |
had gone to lunch, and he was nowhere to be found -~ 80 X
took the sound technician, Thanong Hirunsi, a Thai national,

and I said, ‘aou. on, this is your chance to be a casera man,

and I need you nov; and took the camera man, grabbed llwitmri
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sound man, a eouple v1-£5an.-- camera men And we raced out
of the hotel, and I ordered the d4river of the car to head
for the edge of the city where I felt it was possible to
lock at the skyline and determine in which direction the
plane, whichever plane it was, might have crashed. Bo, we
drove out towards the general direction of Sen Wal (phonetic
Alr Base, Righway 1, where it was open land, and I counld
look out in the distance and I ocould ses what appeared to
be a ocolumn of smoke very far away, and we just started
driving in that direction.

Q Did you ever come upon the accident sits itself?

A Yes, I d4id,

Q And oould you dsscribe what you saw when you
arrived at the accident site?

A ¥Well, we had ocome through a villaga, our car had
broken down. I had gotten a ride on the back of a moped.
80 the camsra man, we were all on loparati mopeds, we drove
through this village, I recall. As we came up to what seems
to be an embankment or a railroad crossing, I think it was,
there was just a lot of Vietnamanse iincd up, and we got off
the moped and 1 walk.ﬁ through the lins of Vietnamese and

then I sawv the crash site.

Q Could you describe what you saw of the orash site?
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_clothes, and those that I sav had sidearms. And I went

- 4p to ons and tried to talk to him. He 4idn't want €0 talk

A Yeah, as I turned, I saw in front of me a tail
section stuck in the ground -~ a huge -- obviously, it was
a C~35A, tail section stuck {in the ground. ind then off to
my left there, and somewhat further away, was another piece
of what seenmad to be fuselage, I don't know. There seemad
to be a lot of cablaes hanging out of f{t. It seemsd to be
like an arc, it was just like hollowed out. It was just
a2 lot of interior of airplana all over, And then in the
far distance, far -~ I msan, relative to vhers I was stand-
ing, I should say, I could see an engine, some parts of a
wing and another part of the fuselaje. And then, of course,
all around ms and front of me, a lot of debris from the
crash.

Q -Were there any other pesople on the scene of the
accident? \

A Ch, yes, lots of Vietnamese villagers who were
obviously come to ses the wrsckage. There were Vietnamsse
soldiers, helicopters flown by Vieatnamese that I saw. They
were at least two or three identifiable. I would have to

say Americans. They were certainly Caucasians in civilian

to me. He was very busy, obviously. 8o, we started lllninq
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in the gensral area of the crash site,

Q Do you recall about what tinms of Qay this was?

A Yeah, you lose all sense of timing, but I would =
ocertainly I was cautious of the fact that the light was --
we were losing light rather rapidly. I was very oonscious
of that decause of the film problems. 8o, I would car-
tainly say in the neighborhood of anywhare from, well,
four to five, something like that,

e} Were you able to walk into the wreckage sits onto
the fiela?

A Yes, with some 4{ffi{culty because it was very
ouddy. It seemed to de muddy. But there were ~~ it was
muddy right in front of us. In the dstance, X could ses
flamos from the wreckage. There wasa lot of debris. It
seeamed to be documents like passports, dolls; there were |
bodies. I 4id not ses anydbody alive, and {f there wers
survivors at that moment, I 4id not know 1if there weare
survivors bacause I 4idn't ses any people that would have
passed as people who had gotten off the plane. In other

words, it ocourred ¢o me that all of the survivors, wvhoevar
they were, and howv many they were, had been removead by the

ﬂu:utiv.d. I was tha firxst reporter on the scsns. Uo

when I walked away from this easbankment and into the
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vreckage area, my recollection s just what I have told you.
I saw a lot of debris. Thare were some bodies, and thcjnr-
being loaded onto the helicopters that ware @ng hi.
apparently from the Tan son Mwt airport. I vividly rememder
ons particular thing of a Vietnamese officer who was direct-
ing the other Vietnamess ssarching the debris. He had a
baton in one hand and was bolding like a doll —- he vas
holding a dead victim, a child by the arm as he vas telling
the Vietnamese what to 4o; a lot of racket from the heliocop-
ters and of oourse, they were picking up a lot of wind,

and then, of course, there wers the fumes that were kind of

I don't say they were overvhelming ms, but it certainly made
it difficult because every time I tried go do a narration,
ny voice would get kind of choked up; plus the emotion of
the momant, |

Q Can you &sscribe the fumes?

A Not really, exocept I- think like kerossne or
gasolina, o:. something like that. ' It was just a nauseous
kind of fesling that, you know, it got to ms and got to our
crev, | ‘

Q Could you describe the pioou of wnc!uqo,
thers much there that looked uko an drplm?

comons: Objectien, you're leading the vltncq
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MR. MCHNANUS: Off the tape. John, you know how
we 4o this, wait until X finish.
MR. CONNORS: TYou will have to repeat it anyway.

MR. MCMANUS: Wait until I finish anyway. Go back

BY MR. MOMANUS:

Q Mr. FPromson, can you describe the wreckags that
you sav on the site sosne?

A I think I have already described it in the sense
that the most visible things were three large pieces of
tail, another pieve off to my left, and then in the distance
almost straight ahead, what seemed to be parts of a wing,
some engine ©owling, the large covers ~- X could see that
stuck in the ground, a wheel -- a couple of wheels, one
that I remsmber. Thers may have besen a couple mors. I just
can't ricolloct. And thea thotQ was all of this debris gad
bodies, and the riocs paddy, obviously, had been churned up
and it vas all mixed up. That u all I can remewber.

0 Can you thll'ng Ih‘tﬁ.rHOt not the vruck;go you
sav resembled the plane that ynu;hld £11med inking ef!‘lron
Saigon? | | . | | o ‘

MR, COMNORS: idtc -y»objoetion; ydu'r- lsading

the witness,
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BY MR, MoMANUS:
Q You can answer.
A I don't know what you mean by rcu‘nbln. It you
maan -- well, can you explain what you mean?
Q pid you see a whole ai:ﬁlnnc?
A Oh, no.
MR, CONNORS8: Objection.
BY MR. MOMANUS:
Q Did you see & whole airplane in this field?
A At the crash site,
Q At the crash site.
A (Witnass shakes head in the negative)
Q There was ncothing left but wreckage, is that
oorrect, sir?
A Right.
NR. CONRORE: MNote my objection.
BY MR. NoMANUSB:
Q 80 thare was nothing left but wresckage; is that
correct, sir? | ‘

A Correct. _
Q Can you analogize ths crash site to anything eslse

you have seen in your experience as a television journalist?

A Yeah, I would @Qescribe 1t'th. wvay I think T bave
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describad it to colleagues and other people. It resembled |
a battle field after the battle is over where you ses
carnage, wreckage, debris, refuge, bodies. I have dons that
many times in Vietnanm. |

MR. McMARUS: Lat's go off the tape.

Because sons courts have ruled particularly 4n
the next ocoming case that there is to be no discussion of
bodies or dead people, I would like to again go through
that general series of questions with you, asking you to
describe the scene, the accident sites, and your analogy of
it:; this tims wvithout the mantion of any bodies or boly
parts that you had descridbed before. In other words, we
will be retaping what we 4id, but no mention of bodies or
dead people or suxvivors.

A A1l right,
MR, McMANUS: On the tape.

3Y MR, MCMANKUS:
Q Nr. Fromson, ocould you describe the wreckage at
the acocidaent site as you saw it? _
a As X said, there was a lot of debris and there
were thres distinctly large pieces of what had been an
airplane within my sight. |

@ Can you analogize what you saw to anything else
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you have seen in your experience as a television joutnaliaiT

A Yos, it reminded me of a battle field after a

battle in Vietnam, and also because I covered other airplane

crashes; it reminded me of a previous incident, one I recall

distinotly in Indianapolis &n 1969 involving Allegheny
Airlines.

NR. CONNORS: We'zre going to object to the
reference to any other airplane aocideants.

BY MR. MONANUS:

Q I am going to ask you that same gquestion, this
time leave out the airplane crash.

Mr. Fromaon, can you analogize the wreckage site
that you cbserved to anything else you have seen in your
carser as a telavision journalist?

A It resanbled the battle field after the battle.
Q And oould you differsntiate between large pieces

of wreckage and small pieces of wreckage?
A Well, I think sverything is relative. The large

pleces are the fuselsge and the tail, and vhat seemed to be
the wving as compared to the wheels and the wires and cables
that vnrQ kind of sticking out o!rthqt one piece oé fuselage
that I sav off to my left. And the cowling to the engime.

Q OVQr how large an area was the vwreckage ltr.uﬁr
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a bugs at Tan son Nhut Afir Foroe Bass.

A I would be strioctly taking a guess. I wouid have
to say a half a milo. I really don't know ;! that is
accurate.

Q Nr. FPromson, at this time I would like to show
y ou Plaintiff's Exhibit No. S which is the CBS tape that
vas filmed under your direction at the esccident site, and
ask you {f you could narrate that for us, sir?

MR, CONNORS: I an going to mota an ocbjection
because you just said what it is as opposed to asking him
what it is, and under his direction, what have you. I
think it's an {mproper way to get that in.

MR, McMANUS: Now we nsed to run the tape.

MR. CONNORS: I would like ¢o get some recitation
of the place where we are starting on this tape, the fsotage
and where you're starting.

MR, MCMANUS: 8Surs,
MR, CONNORS: You'xe watching this?

MR, HORVATH: For the record, we're going to start
the tape right after Walter Kronkits finished speaking. -In

the first scene we're showing on the tape, is the soene cf

THE WITNESS: Am I supposed to be looking at shat?

NR. MCMANUS: Do you have the number where we're
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ready to gart taping now?

MR, COXNORS: What is that?

THE MACHINE OPRRATOR: 430,

BY MR, McMANUS:

Q Ready. .

Mr. FPromson, I would now like to show you
Plaintiff's Exhibit Bo. 5 and ask if you oould narrate this,
sir?

A That is the bus in Tan son Mhut which brought the
¢hildren ¢o the air field to the C-5A which you mes on the

scresn nov. This was the interior of the plane with the

children loadsd on the floor that I was descoribing when we put

the lights on, being tiodvdown, and this is some of the childre;

along the sides of the aircraft who were sitting in what
s a typical U.8. Alr Porcs seat, or canvas seats along the
side. These ars the children on the ground bsing -- ooming
down and they're getting the plane to taxi off towvards the
end of the runway for take-~off, It's after we had gotten

off, This is my narration on camera at the orash site with
a Vietnamase helicopter in ﬁho background.

I don't remember being very -~ rather emotional
at that -o-nntflooinq the site, and trying ¢o talk‘ov-: the

noise. This is a"pioc- of the fuselage, you can ses
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U.8. Alr Porce on the tail section. That is a wheel fro=
the -- cbviously, from the plane. These are the flames I
described earlier with the oovling of tha engine in the
foreground. The flames are cbviocusly burning from the
fuel. 5Here are soms Vietnamese soldiers helping to go
through the wreckags, I presuma they‘re halping, and there
was a Vietnamase soldier and debris, and a helicopter
conming in. You can see the helicoptars where they were
loading the bodies onto the hsliocopter to get them away
from the crash site., All kinds of debris from the erash
scattered all over., %There iz the tail again in the back-~
ground from a different angle. Vietnamese, as I sald, a
ocoupls of foreigners, Americans, I am sure.

And this is a helicopter ocoaing bmk into Tan son
Nhut with some 0f the people. I é4id not see this., I anm
just looking at the tape. I wvas at the erash site, this
vaz film taken earlier by another CBS arew at Tan son Nhut
and going to either the hospital at the ui base or the
Seventh Day Adventist locplul. The ambulance and so forth,
These are either victims, survivors, being brought %o the
hospital. That is ono-ol the nurses, I guess, and escorts -
ué of them, and this is the crew that survived, mirasulousl

I understand, that mt‘ of the crev @id survive the crash.



More scenes of survivors, iajured survivors being
brought to the airbase hospital. Nost of the children
seexed to be anywhere froa six months, I would say, to
ten, sleven ysars old., I think it ran about thres md a
half ainutes on the Kronkite show that night.
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MR. McMANUS: let's go off the tape.

¥We will take a break while he is setting up
the ABC one. Are you ready to qo?

MR, BORVATH: Let me get the numbers.

MR, CONNORS: I will note my objection to the
testimony about any scenes which he 4id not peraonélly
observe,

MR, McMANUS: Off the record.

(Discussion off the record.)

MR, McMANUS: On thae record.

MR, BORVATH: According to this counter, the

tape started at approximatelyv number 168, and it's on the

sony machine, and it finished at approximatelv number 238,

MR, CONNORS: That is now Plaintiff's Exhibit

Six?

MR. MCMANUS: Yes.

MRE. BORVATH: This is Plaintiff's Exhibit Rumber

S8ix. We're starting with this at the very beginning of

the tape, 000,

THE MACHINE OPERATOR: It's starting here at

483,
BY MR, McMANUS:

41 Mr, Promson, I would now like to show you
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Plaintiff's Exhibit Number Six, the ABC tape, Let's
start all over,

Mr, Fromson, I would now like to show you
Plaintiff's Exhibit Number 8ix, an ABC f£ilm, I would
like to ask you if you could tell me whether or not the
scenes that you are about to see are representative of
wvhat you saw priocr to the C5A taking off, and scenes of
the crasgh site itself. And if you could, as we go along,
narrate the £ilm, sir.

I N This is the CSA at Tan Son Nhut being loaded.

v} Are those children representative of the
children that were put on the plane?

A Oh, yeah. |

MR. CONRORS: Note my objection, leading the
witness.

THE WITNESS: Those are children, some of
the children arrived in cars from apparently from the
orphanage where they were being broucht from., Most of
the older children, I mean, not babies, were dressed in
clothes, the girls wearing pinafores and boys wearing,
I can't remember. Certainly not pajamas.

This 1} a lot of the Vietnamese, the nurses

from the orphanages or people that worked at the
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orphanages, wuiéing for everybody to get on board that

was going on the fligcht. I am not sure that the
Vietnamese carrying the children stayed on the flight,

In fact, I am sure they didn't. They came off after taking
the children on board.

They are saying farewsll at that point to the
infante, That is the rear end of the C5A being loaded
with, I don't know what.

I don't recall being very conscious of that.
Some of the kids getting off of the bus, as I said, they
all had little name tags because they were all beino
adopted or in the process of Seinq adopted. in the U.S. or
other parts of the world, There were a lot of recuests
for these children from people in other -- outside of
Vietnam for adoption, either people that had children of
their own or who were childless and felt for humanitarian
reazons they wanted to adopt these children that were
caught up in the situation {in Vietnanm.

I recall that -~ I think I made a comment that
at the time that many of the children wers, and I think
it was apparent that many of the children were children
of GIs that had been in Vietnam and left and Vietnanese

mothers.,
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"BY MR. MCMANUB:
“" 8’ Do you recall how 1ong the leading process took?
. It seemed to me it took quite a long time., X
don't have any sense of hov long that was. MNy guess 15
an hour, perhaps from the time the buses arrived until
they'got all of the kids on the plane, maybe less,
maybe less.
d Were you able to film inside of the plane after
the loading had been completed?
A The loading was in process, yes, and I would
suppose you could say that both, in process and as it
was completed, beCause we were ordércd off the plane just
a few minutes before they closed the doors and taxied
off down the runway,
More of the children being loaded on the plane.
That took a little bit longer than everything else,
because there was only one stairwell that they went up,
one stairway into the aircraft. |
The Vietnarese were kind of looking at -
epparently they had never seen an airplane like that., It
was 830 big. One of the crew people, I don't remember
whether there was a captain that was flying the plane, -

obviously he was one of the people in the flight crew,
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either the pilot or co-pilot.
) Was this the interior of the plane here, sir?
AL Yes. This is what I described earlier, when I
put the flash on the kids started to cry. They got
scered, And this is one of the escorts. They were
voluntear Anerican women, either from Saigon or Hong Xong,
or Bangkok that volunteered to escort the children to the
United States.
There is the ladder being pulled up. That {is
the exit from which we got off the aircraft.
The plane is starting to roll, and I recall
wve filmed the takeoff of the plane, and then thers is the
plane airborne. It took a large part of the strip when
it took off.
c What does this represent, sir?
A That is the crash site, that is pretty much

what it looked like when I arrived. Although I believe

this is sometime later, bdecause the ABC camera crew

' || 44dn't get there until well after the CBS was on the

ground., I guess we were there, well, the better part of
45 minutes., There is a helicopter landing to take bodies
off, flames from the wreckage. This was an srea -- I would

say perhaps a five miles, maybe less, from the end of thé -
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not far from Tan S8on Nhut through some villages; we
drove quite a long ~- the surest way to get to the crash
site, and it was a contested arsa in the sense that the
viet Cong were in the general vicinity.

That is one of the photographs from one of the
passports or travel documents, obviously from the plane,
recovered by the Vietnamese soldiers on the ground at the
site,

There is an American; there were several
Americans in civiliam clothes. I remember at the time
I was rather surprised by that because I would -- my
expectation would be there are Americans there, thev
would be in a military uniform. thesa people were not.
8o my assumption at the time was, I think they were from
CIC, the Criminal Investigation Unit of either the Army
or the Air Force.

1+ Is this wreckage from the aircraft, sir, that
we see now?

A Yes. In my judgment, that locks like ~- it was
not at the same time as when I was there. This looks
like it must have been the next day. The film locks -~
the tape looks much brighter, and it doesn't have that

chaotic look {t 414 at the time that I was there.
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0 Can you identify that?

A The tail part of the plane. There is a helicopter,
that is clearly not a military helicopter, and just looking
at it, it has -- well, it's not a military helicopter,
like an Air American or something like that, This looks
likxe the day after footage. Certainly it's toc bright
and oo calm to have been when I was there. The same
thing.

e} Now, ware those wvheels of the aircraft?

A Yes. KEow there is what I described earlier of

survivors or bodies, either ona, st protably either at

Tan Son Nhut probably; I am sure Tan Son ¥hut. They're
coming out of the truck there. &o it could have been at
the Seventh Day Adventist notpitnlvor Tan 8S8on Xhut Hospital.'§
11 You were not at either of those locations after
the crash?
A Eo, I was not. That was all filmed by a
separate group of CBS people other than network people,
More of the same,
KR, CONNORS: I will note an objection first
to the leading questions during the presentaticn, and also

to non-responsive answers to tha general request for a

harration, and also noting an objection along the lines of
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Mr. McManus's instructions reqarding the reference to
bodies.
MR, McCMANUS: What was non-responsive? I thought
Mr, Fromson 4id a very fine 4ob of narrating. ¥e all ;av
it. X don't believe he said anything that wasn't there.
MR, CONNORS: He referred tc the purposes for
instance of the adoption of the chlldrcnf
MR, BORVATH: Por the record. I stopped this
at 236.
BY MR, MCMANUS:
'+ Mr, Fromson, sir, ware you a CBS reporter covering
Operation Babylift?
A Yes, I was.
[+ Did you do some investigation and background
investigation into Operation Babylift and what the
purpose was and where the children were going and things
of that nature?
A Yes, I d4id.,
T+ Your comments about the adoptive status of the
children based on your investigation and your knowledge?
A Certainly. It was clearly described by the
President of the United States as a h&manitarlan effort to

remove the children from Vietnam at a time when the
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whole situation was deteriorating, and not only that,
but every official source that we could reach and come 4in
contact with explained it in such a faahion. Moreovnr;
the C25 office, and I think other news organizations
were flooding -~ well, flooding might be an sxaggeration,
but certainly we had many phone calls from people in the
United States asking us if we could assist in the adoption
process for some children that had been applied for.
MR, McMRNUS: Thank you, sir,
Off the record a second.
(Discussion off the record.)
MR, McCMANUS: On the record.
BY MR. McMANUS:
Q Mr. Fromson, I would like to show you Plaintiff's
Exhibit Two-R, sir, and ask if you can identify that?
That is the loading of the orphans onto the
rear =-- in through the rear door of the CSA, the orphans
and their escorts being taken up the rear stairvay.
[+ 8ir, X would like to show you Plaintiff's
Exhibit Two-S8, and ask you if you can identify that one?
L These are the children being escorted from the
bus up the rear stairwell of the CSA. Children, orphans

who were taking part in the babylift,



o I would like to shovw you Plaintiff's Exhibit
Two~I and ask you if you can identify that, sir?

A These were the children that were sitting nlbnq
the sides of the aircraft inside the airoraft, I should
say, vho were about to have seatbelts put on. They were
the older children. They were going to sit along the
side in the cargo area.

1 This is Plaintiff's Exhibit Two-H,.

A It's more of the same with -~ showing sonme of
the children with escorts, also being tied down on the
floor. The deck of the C5A, and as well as in the
background, the children who were seated in the regular
canvas arrangement that are typical of Air Force planes.

] 8ir, this is Plaintiff's Exibit Two-G.

 § Thies is another photograph showing the orphans,
and you will see some of then are erying. They ware
frightened by the light from the television cameras.

0 8ir, this is Plaintiff’'s Exhibit Two-T.

A I can't -~ these are more of the orphans, and
I -~ my recollection is that these seats were in the
floor of the plane. I can't remember whether the seats

were upstairs or downstairs. They may have been upstairs

asar the -— in a separate compartment where the babies were.



There may have been some seats up there alongside the
bassinets., I cannot recall seats in the cargo arsa. There
may have been some, I 4ust can't tcnaubef. It's been too
lone,

0 Mr. Promson, this is Plaintiff's Bxhibit Two-J,

¥ This is the takeoff of the CS5A, and I believe
that {s me and my crev in the foreground, Derrick Williams
locking at the sound, and Udo Nesch, the cameraman.

) Mr, Fromson, I would like tc show you Plgintitf'a
Exhibit Two-K, and ask you, sir, if that represents a
scene that you sav at the crash site?

A Yes, it does.

11 I would 1like to ask you the same question for
Plaintiff's Exhibit Two-GG, is that a scene of the crash
site?

A Yes, it is,

e This is Plaintiff's Exhibit Two-FF, is that a
scene of the crash site?

A Yes, it is. I am not sure when it was taken,
but certainly of the crash site.

o Plaintiff's Exhibit Two-DD. .

A That is more of the same.

113 Plaintiff's Bxhibit Two-CC.
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 § By the way, this last photograph is what I was
dascribing, that part of the aircraft I had seen off to
the left when I cams on the crash site. I saw the tail
in front of me, and off ¢to the left is this plece of
aircraft with all of the cables hanging out. That seems
to be the thing T was looking at.

This seens to be part of the wing with the
engine cowling in two different looatiéns, with the
flames and smoke I had seen in the background.

e 8ir, T would like to show you Plaintiff's Exhibit
Two~BE, and ask you if that is the scene of the crash?

A Yes, that is a troop oarrier, what they call
the C-47, I believe, helicopter, that was used for troops
or medical evaluations. Not normally, usually troops.

13 This is Plaintiff's Exhibit Rumber Two-AA,

Is that a scene of the crash?

A Yes, It seems t0 be the sngine part of the
engine, which had broken off from the wing, and the
Vietnamase troops after the crash site, You can ses a
lot of mud on the ground there. |

¢ This is Plaintiff's Rxhibit Two-L?
A More wreckage, and the flames and mmoke in the

gear. It's very hard to get c¢loss to that cito'bocuu.o‘c!
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the fumes that I was discussing earlier.

e 8ir, this is Plaintiff's thibit Two-AA,

A Yeah, this is more of the interior, I believe,
of that part of the plane that I described earlier. The
fuselage, or part of the fuselage off to the left.

Q Bir, this is Plaintiff's Exhibit Two-B.

A This is one of the engines from the C5A.

0  This is Plaintiff's Exhibit Two-C.

A More wreckage of the site. This cobviously was
taken about the time I was there. Some of those earlier
photographeg I think had been taken afterwards, X am not
sure. |

@  Mr. Fromson, this is Plaintiff's Exhibit Two-F.

A Yes. That is the -~ I believe part of the
wing, or it might have been the rudder, I am not sure, I
am not that much of an expert,

43 Plaintiff's Exhibit Two-2.

1 X Yes., This is a scene that I remember that I
recalled sarlier seeing, the Vietnamese officer directing
the operation, the recovery operation, with a baton in one
hand and held this dead baby by the arm in the other.

 } This is Plaintiff's Exhibit Two-0.

A This was the removal of the bodies from the corash
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site similar to the belicoptefmti;t I boarded to g0 back
to Tan Son Whut,

@  And this picture, sir, is Plaintiff's Exhibit
Two~-EE,

A These were body bags. Well, I don't know,
they were clear plastic bags. They were putting victims
in them or victims' remains or I don't know, possessions
of some kind, There is an American in the background,
again, in civilian clothes, éirecting the operation.

MR, MGMANUS: Thank you, sir, that is all of the

questions I bhave.
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EXAMIRATION BY COUMSEL POR DEFENDANT/LOCKHRED:

BY MR, COU!OIS:
<Y Mr, Fromson, I believe you stated that you Ilt.

in Viet Mam off and on for roughly an 1l year period, is
that correct, 1964 through 1975?

A For purposes 1 suppose of this, yes. I was
actually thers even before that, but yes.

(-1 How did South Viet Mam change during that time
period?

A Well, in 1964 the American build-up had not yet

begqun to any degree. They were -- my figures may be a little

hasy. I think in roughly 1964 around 20,000 Americans there

and in '65, after the slection, after the presidential
slection the previous November, the U. 8. build-up was
ordered and American draftees began iunding, the Marines
began landing in the Summer of '65S and had a substantial
build-up of forces there gonnected with the war.

MR. McMANUS: I object to that question and any
other question that counsel might ask conCerning Viet Nam
and the war that was going on at the time this crash took

place; and 80 as mot to interrupt counsel, I am sure hs

understands I have a continuing objection to that lins of

'quastioning.

MR. CONNORS: Certainly.
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BY MR. COMMNORS:

0 How 4id the situation in Viet ian develop in the

‘early to mid '70's, what was going on in Viet Nam at that

time?

A In the early '70's, the United States had begun
the process of Vietnamization and under the MNixon adminis-
tration, U, i.’!o:cos were withdrawn in accordance with the,
I believa the 1972 Peace Accord signed in Paris with
Morth Viet Mam. 8o, the American presence was gradually
being reduced and the Vietnamese ware taking responsibility
for not only prosecution of the var but for everything else
that went on in Viet Mam. %Then in the beginning of '75,
when I was based in Hong Kong, I would say I am a littio
hazy on this, the beginning of '75, or late '74, there was
an offensive in the ocentral highlands near Bien Noa,
the Govermment Viet Nam forces broke -- did not defend the
area v‘ry vell and began the process of disintegration,
actually, becauss the North Vietnamess and Viet Xong wers
on the attack and oirtiodltt through the ultimate ocollapse
in South Viet Nam itself,
'Y When 4i4 you, as oo-Sai té:§0-, eventually I_hi-
flot Ban? “ N

A I believe most of the U, 8. combat forces, except




- where the Americans had formally besn present?

for advisors left in 1972, By 1972, certainly by '72, that

is my recollection,.

) Did that have any change on the Vistnamese socisty

A I don't quite understand, in what sense. Yes,
the American presence, which was 80 obvious until that time
in Saigon and in the cities and on the battlefield,

certainly it changed the whele complexion and nature and

tone Of what Viet Mam was like, .
g what was it like after the Americans wighdriﬁ iﬁ

187272

A I can only tell you based on wvhat I read because
from the period at the end of 1968 when I left Viot’lan :
and 4i4 not':.turn until °75, I was posted elsewhere by
CBS News. My accounts would be secondhand from written
diupatchos'nnd d.ocriytiénl And so forth.

7Y Apprﬁxinntoly when 4id you return to Viet Nam )
on or about 197§? ‘ |

AL In the Winter, when things went bad I had been -
cﬁ.ign.d to 0anbodia' 'I was there as things b‘gan to
édsteriorate there and I went back and forth between c.-hodin

" and Viet Nam. 8o 1 would say that was in January, rnh:unxy,

March, April. I can't precisely pinpoint it. As a lnttor
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of fact, I don't think I was in Saigon in January. I was
in Cambodia all of the time and for most of February. I
think I got thers toward the end of Pebruary, o

1} What were the conditions in Saigon at that time?

A Chaotic,. There were all kinds of speculations
that the Government of Viet Nam was at hand, The North
Vietnamese hld been -- my recollection is they had just
about == yes, mainthopmcuuo!tjhmunhgto-uko'
mummm}mmmu-@nmuu
Goverzment of Viet Mam forces inexplicably to nny 'p'mph
seenad t.c bs unraveling, 'The ocomands lost coantrol of thd:.
coaand apparatus, troops were f eeing and without putting
up any ki.ndhot a fight. it lookod to those of us who had
reported the war for a long time that the situation was
rapidly ooming to a oonclusion, with the taking of Bcuth
Viet Mam by Morth Viet Nam and the Viet Xong. |

1 _loré you able to travel outside of the Saigon
area during that peroid?

A Yes.,

¢  Wuat were the -- strike that. |

What areas 4id you travel to? | |
A I am trying to remember, I prcé_éy much covered |

the perimeter area around Saigon. I went over asar the
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Bien Cat area and beyond Bien Noa, I pretty much covered
the perimster areas around Saigon. I oould have gone
elsavhere as d4id other correspondents but I was _auLM :
to cover mostly the political story ia Saigon. Bo my
concentration was in the uiqon' area, But we had ocorres-
poadu;u that went to La Nang and filmed oou‘ of that wvivid
matexial with Vietnamese trying to get aboard a _lo':ld.

Alrvays plans. Bruce Dunning; and we had other oomspon-

‘dents that went eut into actually where the fighting was

rather h-avr.

-} Was there fighting around the perimetsr of
Saigon? | |

A Gradually, eventually, yes. It came to that,

a perimeter I would say within 30 - 30 miles.

Y Could you hear the shelling in Saigon?

A Mo, |

'Y Was ﬁigon itself under any -mzuj, rockets, |
Or Lapper attacks prio: to the fall? |

A Some rocket attacks, I just frankly can't

) What was the eondition with the populus in m :

A The bhclﬁ ﬁ:k.t was running 'n-p'mt, those




10
11
12
13

14

16
17
’18
19

20

21
22

23

Vietnamese that worked for Americans were trying to find

ways to get out of the country, The wealthy Vietnamsse

had the means and the resources to fly out. and the airplanes,

particularly going to Paris were very heavily booked. .tho |
Vietnamese that worked for U. 8. m1tiry. news ‘orqninuon
and so forth were all trying through their own means and |
contacts and friendships, trying to leave the oountry,
although the official position of the U, §, Embassy was
that t.ho U. 8. Government was holding fast, we wers not
abandoning Viet Mam, We would see ths war through, Nxd
the m:uor at that tioe at the ubﬁu, the CIA people
vere all tr}inj to snoourage t.ho political process to
withstand the shocks that wers being felt on the battle- 4_ |
£1e1d, In other words, thare wers attempts being mads to
form a nev government to foroe President Cau out of offics.
Ne was unacceptable to the NLP and the Viet Kong and the
North Vietnamsse and there was an a'tunpt to form a mtti).
government with General gun:-. I wvas mvuy {avolved in
covering that upoct of the story.

0 Would it be correct to say that tbo population
was becoming increasingly frightened? | o

A Oh, yes, I think that is fair,

V]

[:Y When did Saigon actually fall to the Mu o



s
s »

A April the 28th I believe it was of 1975, I may
be off a day or so, April 28th, 30th,

¢  When did you actually leave Viet Nam? -

A Pour days prior to that, four or five days prioi
I vas udp‘d:m go to Thailand, I was act.nally‘ based l.n. .
Thailand, that was my home base and I vu. faniliar with tbo
terrain and there was expectation as was bom out l.at# |
that many of the Vietnamese would t:y to flee to !hailnnd;
as they aia, | - o

'y mxzummiuéuohyoumomvutmé
from 1964 to 1975, 14 you ever have oocasion to visi: any
of the crphuuéu? -

Lr !oh, I 44, I 4aia many stories ubouﬁ orphnnl”
of the war, | | | |

<1 Did the American G.I.s help to support ths ‘v;riqus

_erphanages with monies, supplies, '-oducal help, that sort of

thing? |
NR. MMANUS: I object to that line of questioning

Y !R.. CONNORS s | _
0 Did the American G.I.s ﬁlp to support the _
Vietnamess orphanages vith monies, supplies, medical m,, 3
that sort of thing? - [
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about individual G.I.s, I think from time to time you saw

by the Amesrican o.x.n

A I have 2O way or really knowing if you’re talking

some individual G.I.s who wers hers and there who volunteared
to work in this area. I was not conscious of G.I.s |
providing financial polp, they may very well have but !
was not avare of it, 7
0  Did you visit any of the orphanages in 19757
A Not personally, I may have -~ check that, I
think I 4id visit one, yes. i
6 Do you rscall the conditions in that orphanage?
A ohr ctovd_.d, shortage of medical help becauss |
a lot of the doctors and nurses wers being directed to thi
var effort to care for people outside of Saigon, but X apn'f.
remeber. I 4o remember over crowded conditions. .

6  Bowv did the Vietnamess treat the children fathered

A Hot wery well but that is a oouon yrobhn throuqh-
out Asia. There is a desp-seated — I think it's a p.:.op.1
view, but I think one substantiated by other people that
Spant many years ‘l.n Asia, !!uro u a strain of zﬁiun l.-éhq
Vietnamese and a-onq orientals toward blacks and as a ntur
Ql fact, this vas .vuone om dnrtng the !:hmup ’am

when the Senegalese from Iorth ‘Africa were the sabjm of
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deep prejudice by the Vietnamese and the Sensgalese t:oopl
that fathered children during the French Colonial u.--
sxperienced many of the same kinds of problems that wers
apparent, in short, the children llt.hu’.ﬁ by Awerican G.I.s
were really ostmacised in Viet Nam and I made that point in
the commentary I 4id zmmnuozmuun; |
MR, MCMANUS8: I abject to that quuuox;.
BY MR, CONNORS:

e When d4id you first hear about ®*Operation Baby
Life? |

AL T can't precisely tell you when. I think it vas -
there was talk of it for a oouple .o! weeks prior to the
arrival of the C3-A and there was speculation as to m:
would happen to the children, there was controversy aboiu
it because thers vas soms suggestion that Americans were
being condascending or patronising about taking the kids
out, coupled iuh, of oourse, thse humanitarianisa wvhich was
the overwhelring kind of portrayal I think of "Operation
Baby Lift". Of course, the North Vietnamese and the Viet
Xong and even aany pooplo in the South Vietnamese Government
wers saying that we can take care of our own. o

8 Now was the story being covered by the press?

A I think rather widsly at the time., Orxphanages,
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reporting on the orphanages, reporting on the conditions
of those ehildren who were victimised by the war who wers
left honlou and without parents and then from the Dniud
States ths whole involvemsnt of the U, 8. Government vith
President Pord's order having ths plane go out to uigon,
ordering the Air Foros to participate in the badby life,
MR, MCMANUS: I ebject to that last question.
BY MR, CONRORS; |
0 k.rmn,dcmkmvmmmunnzo:
"Oparation Baby Lift" were being gathered? .’ .
A  From some of the orphanages, I believe mostly
around tae Saigon areas but I am mot sure. ,
g8 Do you know if all of the children were orphaned
or abandoaned?
MR, NCMANUB: I object to that éuuuon.
BY MR. CONNORS: |
0 Do you know if all of the children in “Operation
Baby Lift" were orphaned or abandoned childrea? o
A I cannot say with ocertainty v_ith each and every
one was,
- Do you knov wvhat percent of m children cvunud
uring the *Operation Baby Lift® may have had mim |

physical or mental handicaps?
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A I bave no idea,
MR. MCMAMUS: I object to that question, aohn;
T will vait and let him ansver and then make my objection
and that way you don't have to repeat the question,
BY MR, COMNORS:

e Mr, FPromson, is it correct that the C5-A took
off at approximately four p.m. on April 4th, 1975?

'.’ I believe that is right,

< And I bouov. you cuM that you returned ¢o .
your of!j.oc uur the take ou. is tlut oorrect? }

A Yas, I 4id4, afesr filming the take off,

e And I believe you indicated that you hsard lbout.
the erash Anﬂ assenmbling your photo and sound crew, m got
in & car and tried to drive out to the ares to find it?

A might,

[+ § You indicated, I believe, you had soms car muﬁh.

Am I also correct that you did mot zeach the accidsnt scens
for approximately one to two hours aftar the actual mi_dohti

A Oh, no, I don't think it was any whers near that,
¥We had a uat'un on the way out and we hitoh-hiked on a

moped, Mo, I would ny that ence we got the mrd that t.hm

had been a plane crash, certainly not two hours. zmm

4

be back 4n Yan Son Mhut €0 make a seven or um-m:ty !1,1911

}tﬁ
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I think I was out at the crash site for a good ¢35 minutes
or an hour 80 it may have taken me an hour by the time I
Teached the orash site. It certainly wasn't more than that,
It may have besn even a 1ittle less,

13 Well, do you remember testifying in 1980 and
indicating at that time that it took approximatsly one to
two hours before you reached the scsne? |

A No, I don't remexbar that., I do recall an hour,
I don't think two, though, It's just too long ago, There
was still sumn-up S0 you would have to make a judgement |
thez, if the sun was still up -~ substantially up above the
horizon I would say it looked to me about there, then maybe
it was two w:. I just don't know. I was in such a hurry
to get out there and pressing becauss I knew we had a late
plane to get out and framkly, unconsciously, it may have
been two hours, ‘lov at this jmtm, it aodnn't sesn like
it took that long, but it msy well have,

0  All of the survivors of the accident had already

been evacuated, is that gorrect?

AL As far as I know. |

8 | ¥ow, you twon&d that you Mund sous
mopeds and approached the accident soens on thou, is tln‘t

| —



A Commandesred would not be accurate, We hitch-
hiked on the back of mopeds, We begged.

3 aoyon:ocmummulmthonmb:'
the South direction from the accident scene? o

A I just simply don't remember.

0 You indicated that the first thing that you saw =<

A I think 1£_you'n loocking for a desoription, I |
think I could say that we were on a secondary road. It
wvas paved and quite a bit of traffic, Mostly mopeds und‘ _
Vietnamese trucks and we were going in the direction of the
general crash site and then made a left up a dirt road -
through this series of villages where thers was scme on!.pot
fire. |

g You mentionsd that the first thing you saw was
the tail of the aircraft, is that correct? .

A That is obmct, after going through the line |
of Vietnamese. '

0 Approximataly »hov far was that from the area where
you were the first time you sawv {t? |

A Ch, I would say 100 feet,

0 And 414 you then walk over to the tail of the

g

A ot much closer, I think, yes, I walked in that
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direction., We took soms steps that was muddy, a lot o!
heavy going, a lot of debris, my recollection is that nu
of the area had been acoorded off, I tnnuy can't even )
zecall that, I don't think we wers really physically stopped
from going sloser, lomuclonunhadtogo.‘

1) REow far into the :ioo.paddhn aia you uctuuy'}q"ﬂ

A Well, a pretty good distance., I can't tell you |
in feet how far, but I would say we ocertainly went bayond
the tail section into the paddies and pretty far off the
road whers we had besn. I was directing the camera cx:vn,‘
ve ha.d not oaly 4 sound camera erev but a silent camera |
|an, Vhtnn.nu, and I was kind of telling them where to qo._
Y tried to walk out toward the -~ what I desoribed earlier _
as the ons piece of fuselage that was well dowa my line of
sight but {t vas pretty heavy going and nohj and a lot ;2
zacket and the fumes were particularly bad. 8o I dld’a'g :
go that far but I went enough 80 in my directing the erqu"
mmmﬁwmtxmuuyuéuuam‘u@
and all that business, I vas in the middle of things. -

-3 You mentioned that the rioe pudy area was vot aad'

w.'

-nddy,wuumqmttmbothanztudsmm
surfacs that you had to wade through?

' 8 tu." hat wvas one reason I wasn't free to vaik
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every place because my boots were covered with mud and b10od
and debris, o

4

i o
8 It's also oorrect, is it not, that you never |

actually went in the troop compartment?
A o, thlt'il right, I saw it from a distance. But

the general scene was pretty apparent and for photographic

"and journmalistic reasons, there was no purpose served in

me going right ,‘P to the phé.. You can ses ~- and nﬂ
cuni. it was 80 huge. As a matter of fact, as I duc:t.bo_d
sarlier, the phbod looked like a battlefisld after a
battle, mﬁ u looked like a hugc explosion had nkon ph«.
Mt pleces l.ll ever th‘ place,
'Y | nn't it correot that the only fire that you
ebumdmuthomotm'mﬂ |
A I think that is, yes, that is accurats, That :
would be the plece straight ahesd of me, smoke and flames,
0  Would you agres that since all of the survivors
had Mb«n onéuud. that the nevsmen tended to
concentrate on more sensational scenes such as the burning
vings in their photography? o
AL o, Idon't think 8o. I believe we filmed the

flames, it was a golumn of smoke and one &rea where tho

flames are, I would say frankly, the mors dramatic aspsct
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is where the uil and the other piece of the wreckage were,

the wheels being scattsred and the sngines being ocatu:o;(,v

but I don't think, in my judgement, that more than the

normal amount of fire piotures taken, I would hardly oni‘ ‘
sensational; it was the aftermath of the crash,

o nmto!!mmm.umvmoupupa

just narratsd, you 4idn't msention the troop compartment at

all and it 4idn't appear in those scenes, d4id it?

A I don't zecall,

0 Did you ever hear that of the 145 to 150 children
in the txoop compartment, that only one was known to have
died? - v

A Ths troop ocompartmsnt, the upper area?

8§ That is correct. |

A Tes, I == inbuqucnt to my being on the mu;

I had no idea at all hov many people survived, how many

_ people had been killed, whether at that moment, when, only |

mxmm to Tan Son Fhut, that the figures becams
apparent. We had ‘heard at CBS befors I had it out, that

there vas a substantial loes of life, But we had mu.'.- f
of the ugnru and we oonldn't get :hc- at the crash otto
because the ealy pooplc that spoke cngxun wers the m or

thres Americans that were wearing eivilian clothes ua_d




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

18

19

20

21

22

23

wearing side arms and we oouldn't talk to them.
. MCMANUS: I object to that question, the figure

of only one ehud havLaq been killed in the troop oonpa.:tnnt
WY not be accurats,

THE WITHESS: What I 4o recall is that thers --
I think there were 272 or 175 pecpls on the plane and my
recollection, well, I was told immediately after ooming back
t0 40 my marrxation, that approximately, mrc vas a !ulihq
that 130 people had survived. Peopls being children,
adults, corew, all that business. |

BY lﬁ. CONNORS 3 |

0 In point of fact, g, PeOPle survived the accident
than had been killed, is that correct? .

A I think that is accurats, yes. I am 2ot surse
that wve -~ that the figures were unn.nﬁpuut at that thn
80 it was hard o know, I think that mbsequently, that
was borns out, | |

0 !ou stated that you naver went €0 the hospital ,i
is that correct? |

A Never went to the where?

To the hospital itut the accident,

e
A That is ocorrect.
o

And when you wers narrating the video tape vith"ﬁbp



e

was not, 40 you?

scenes of the chilédren and other survivors arriving, they
vere not sceanss you personally observed, is that correct?
A  Correct,
o Puring that narration, you made a statement which
iuggocud that the injured were being taken to the hospital.
In point of fact, you don't know who was injured and who

' %o, I am just assuming that well, you 'm see the
ehildren being taken off, mo. I oouldn't tell who was
injured and that is true except the obvious ones,

) Isn't it also oorxrect t&t of the (hildren |
piotured in those video scenes, none displayed any visible
injuries in the video tape? ‘

A I can't tell because tboyruy have bean ba.ndaqod,
there may have been limhs broken, you can't tell, I can't
say One way or amnother, |

0  You didn't see any bandaged or broken limbs in
that video tape that you just marrated, at least as to the
children, did you? o

»I. Mot that were visible to me, uihonqh it seenmed
o me I 4id ses a badby v;th a Mgo on his head or q‘mg'

I think there was a young Vietnamess, if I am not mistaken.

a Sas it a bandace or hat?
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A Well, it oould have been a hat, It oould have
been a hat, it locked like a bnnd;g. to ni. It may have
been a white sus hat for all I know. I would have tolook
at it again to tell you. -

Y Did you ever do any follow- up stories with regard
to the accident?

A 'bli, the investigation was conducted by thn
Alxr Foroe and thers was not much boing.snid in view of --
no, in vi-v of the rapidly deteriorating political and
nilitary situation in Viet Nanm, trankiy, it was a ltoty that
while very dramatic and tragic, it kind of got lost in the
mail stream. 80, I think there was one or two stories and
then it kigd of was not much -otn. o |

9 Did you cover the continnntibn of the 'Oporatibn
Baby Life*?

A ¥o, I &id mot,

9 Do ;ou know how long “Operation Baby Lift"
eontinued? N |

»o.

) You mentionsd thit you were losing light quickly

while you wers out at the accident scene, is that oo:;.ég?-'

B

A Cozrect,

[+ And duik\val approaching?



10
11
12
13

14

16
17
18

19

21

23

- debris all mr. X wu not eoucioun of security was at.f.ho:
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A Correct, )

[+ You have indicated that also you had recsived or
at least heard some sniper fire as you approached the
cr;a, is that correct? | |

A Yes, that is my recollection.

MR, MGMANUS: I cbject to that guestion,

MR, CONNORS: On what gronnds?

MR, MCMANUS: Same grounds as the other war mund. |
BY MR. COMMORS: |

0  What was the security like at the area around the
accident scene? | N

A As T said, I can't recall whether thers =- mow ‘
I can't remember whether there was any kind of ropod o_tf
arsa, I dc;n"t thiak there va}s. . I 4dust can't remember
security, I cﬁépou that wud be kind of minimal, Most
people, most of the Vhtnmu stood their ground And luy;d
up on this RLM of railroad mui.nq arsa, '!hcro were som
of the kids that went off {nto the wreckage site oravling
through the wreckage and I doa't know if they were |
scavengers or vhotﬁer they were trying to help the Victnimne

soldiers recover lou of the things because there was T

good or bad,
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" 'Y she children were bulthy. Did you actually pick up or

- Nong in ths area, is that oorrect?

‘at the accident soens when you were thars. Do you recall )

3 I believe you stated previcusly thers were viet
A Well, that was tho unaption based on the nn:l.p;r‘
fire we had and yes, ehu'ovuuppoadtobc--thoum
b«n for some time the Viet Xong had been present in that
area around the air strip.
MR, McMANUS: I object to that question,
BY MR, COWNORS:
0 Bid you ever again return to the accident scene
after that first day?
A %0, I aid not,

g You msntioned that thers were a lot of heliocopters

the approximate nusber?
[ ) lb, several in and out. Pardon me,
MR, CONNORS: Why don't wa go off tape just a
seoond, please. |
(muhlioa off the record.)
MR, CONNORS: Back on the revord,
BY MR, COMNORS: s
@  Mr, Fromson, when you were desoribing the luding
oponuon at Tan son umt, you meationed that you Mght
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exanine any of these children?
Bo,

Is this a layman's opinion?

r e »r

Exactly.

0 Rat vas the temperature at Tan Son Mhut during
the loading operation?

A Warnm,

0 Was it over 100 degrees?

A I 4i4n't have a thermomster and it was April,
that is normally the tropical hottest month of the year.

3 You mtlon-d that when you turned the iights on
in the cargo compartment of the alrcraft that the children
began 0 cry and react to that,

A Several of them did,

< Was it common for the children to react to that
sort. of stimulus, a sudden flash of light?

A Say that again?

0  Was it oommon for children to react to that sort
of stimilus, a sudden flash ot.ught?

& I don't know, I never experienced it befors. I
ghink mOSt people Are not comfortable when lights are t.hro\m
in their faces, |

-3 mmmxmamamauarwumvxm
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shildren sitting along the sides of the aircraft, they
were all in the lower portion or the sargo compartment of
the C5, is that correct?

A That is correct, except that I wasn't sure about
the seats. I can't recall whether the seats were up above
oxr down below.

MR. CONNORS: let's go off the tape at this time.
{Whereupon, a short recess was taken.)

MR, CONXORS: let's go back on the racord.

BY MR. COWNORS:

[+ My, Fromson, we have displayed beside you a slide
of Defendant's Exhibit D-1480 and I am going to ask you if
you can ideatify that scene?

A The tail section of the aircraft.

e Is that the vicinity where you were located when
you arrived at the accident scene?

A wot far away. Prom that picture, it's hard to
give an accurate desoription. I was not far away.

% And the section of the fusalage which is to the
right and a little bit in the foreground which is a concave
plece of fuselage, is that the piece you were referring to

| previously?
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There was another piece?

o p

Yeas, unless you have got Three-D.

Q I would next like to show you a slide of
Defendant's Exhihit D-1481 and ask you if that is a ground
level viev of the accident scens?

A I think so.

] And would that accurately represent the type of
terrain features that wvere present there?

A I don't know where that camera was shooting from,
Was he in a hole, on a hill, Y mean generally speaking it
looked flat. But photographs have a way of being rather --
they can be deceptive.

41 Next I would like to show you =~

A For instance, you could be in a hole hers, this
way be a hill, I don't know, It may be also that the camera
man is standing straight up, it would be flat. It's very
hard to tell.

1) What was the terrain like in that area?

A I was originally on an embankment looking down
into the paddy which is normal, the way agriculture is in
Viet Mam. You're up above the rice so you nreAlookinq.é- ;
you are looking down. You know, but there is an incline. -
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-3 That vas from a dike or & walkway?

A Exactly, that is what I am talking about.

) I would next 1like to show you a slide of
Defendant's 1482 and ask if you can identify that scens for
us, please?

 § Yes, that is the tall of the aircraft and froa
that picturs it's very hard to remember whether I was to
the iott of the tail or whether there was another angle
I was looking at. Since I remsnber the flame and the smoke ‘
baing in the foreground, I can't remenber precisely what
Jngle I was at in relation ¢o that tail., I counld still have
the flame and fire and smoke aheald of me, but be in a
different position than we're looking at.

-3 Mext I would like to show you a slide of
Defendant's Exhibit D-1394 and ask if that alsc represents
the accident scens at the time you saw {t?

8 I 4idn’t see that scene.

13 I understand you were at a different perspective,
but does that generally look like -~

A It bears out what I said abeut being several
helicoptars An the arsa, they're all over the place.

} 0 let ms point to an area and vhile we were off

tape briefly, I asked you to identify for us approximately
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where you were located, and I am going to eircle an area
hexre and ask you if that in fact is the area that you
believe you were ia at the time that you were at the
accident socene?

A Exactly.

MR, CONNORS: Thank you very much.
‘May we go off the tape.
(Discussion off the recorxd.)
NR. CONNORS: On the record. I have no further
questions.
PURTHER EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR PLAINTIPFF
BY MR. NoMANUS

e Nr. Fromson, I have just two more gquestions. Do
you recall the nsme of the orphanage you visited in 1975?

A Mo, I don't,

0 8ir, 414 you learn what happsned at the hospital
as vas depicted in the scenes that you narrated from the
f£ilas?

A Mo, I mean I assunsd they were treated, those
people who are on the plane who were injured were treated
at the hespital,

0 What X am asking, sir, is 412 you learn ia the
oxrdinary ceourse ef your coverage of Operation Baby Lift and



this accident, 444 you lesara that the survivors were taken
back to hospitals as represented in the scenes we savw?
A Yes.
MR. MoMANUE: Thank you.
Mit. COMNORS: MNote my ebjection to that as beaing
hearsay.
MR, NCMANUS: That is all of the questions I have.
(Whereupon, at 12:23 o'clock p.a., the taking of

the instant deposition ceased.)
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I have read the preceding €4 pages and f£ind my
answvers to be true and correct in response to the questions

therein.

Witness

SURSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me this day

of » 1982,

Notary Public

My commission expires:
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CERTIFICATE OF MOTARY PUBLIC
COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA )

)
COUNTY OF ARLINGTON )

I, JEROME T. MATTINGLY, the officer before whom
the foregoing deposition was taken, 4o hereby certify that
Murray Promson, whose testimony appears in the foregoing
deposition, was duly sworn by me, a Notary Public in and
for the Commonwealth of Virginia at Large; that the testimon
of said vitness was recorded by me by stenotype and there-
after reduced to typewritten form under my direction; that
said deposition is a true record of zhe tastimony given by
said witness; that I ax neither counsel for, related to,
nor employed by any of the parties to the action in which
this deposition was taken; and, further, that I am not a
relative of or enployse of any attorney or counsel cnploya;.i
by the parties hereto, nor financially or othervise

interasted {n the outcome of the action.

=

Chcazrce L7
yiary Public in and for
Cosmonwealth of Virginia

My commission expires:
Movember 9, 1984,






