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HELP to !BE W)Oll'l'AIlIEBR 

I'lI'rRODQCTIOi'J 
• 

Today, mor~ than eYer ~~lor~. the Yountaincan of South Vietua. 
lIust learn to adjust to II cb~ing world. Ho lOD6or OaG they d~pend ~n 
the fore;sts to 8\\:91'1y them With enollgh wild fruits, vael/tables, and "allEl 
to meet their needs; no longer can they shift their rioo fielda f~om 
100at10n to location as fertility lo_n. An inoreasing pop"lllation in 
tbe Rlghlands and tbe relooation of thollsands of.~oun~aine~ra to pgpll­
lation centers are forcing ~ change in the bunting &114 alaah-and.,.burn 
o"lllture of the trillesmen ot'V:l.etnam. 

Ina program of .Quntaineer develop:nent it is illportant tbat, the 
huntainoer oarry out thlil progrll.ll hilll8eli. It should be done so thaT 
old patterns of life are not greatly d1sturbed. As anexaaple, the 
Rhade have very IOOd houae.s built two to throe lIet$rs otf the groun.d •. 
He abould be enoo~d to continue li~ in this type boll~. A 
Reat deal of' emphasis wat lie put into the trainiD6 of Jlontagnard lea­
ders. Tbe advaaceaents will be simple things whioh v1l1 allow the leaders 
and their people to advance 11:1; a steady rnto, but not dl"astically chlUip 
their style of living. 

Changes and iPlprcv_ent.B ahould take into ooUBiderat!on certain 
advantages ~hioh tho trilla.llen have. Some of tbess are: 

a) Pairly large aniaal pop"lllatiOl1s (buffalo, oattle, s'ifin<l, 1Il1J. 
opickena). 

b) Yaet knowledge ot tho forests. 
c) Large land holdings ~hen oomp.red with th~ VietDa~cse. 

At the _ tille, be hall certain disadvantages' such U: 

a) A .!ll8J.l aaount of IIOnEl,J to start a bus1n~8a. Perhap. aore iII­
portan~ he has ha4.1ittlo eXperienoe in using money'and ia 
otten takQn ad.vanta,e bt at the _rltet place. 

b) L1ttlv foraal educa~ion. 
0) lOt .tll.lliliar with a pe~nt """ ot agrio"llltun. 

'I'IIe hUllhine ... pnerall,. u." in feaily grOllp. in 1 .. boases 1a 
rillagga of 25 to two or "hree thoUaand people. Each thrue or fout:- ,..ars 
a new foruet area 1s roughly bleared and burri1i over. Burnin« the forust 
area befo" planting 15 no" ollly the 110." slaple wa,. of ole!U'in& an area 
~ 18 probabl,. Tar, benefioial 1n de8troJ'iD3 1n8eots that !!lipt do 
crest daaage ~o the orop. Ho_T"r. tbe lan4ia laid open t9 ~be violtIIR .0Il_1l l'~:ins. lie.obia&' an4 81'081011 npl41y lo.sr the ,ro4uO'tiTit,. of 



, 

',;'1" l!I.Dd~ Uplud rice, tbe ;lost intpor\ut crop, is planted snl oorn, bot 
,.eppers, . tobaooo, squash, and egg-plant interplanted wita tbe rice. ,i>­
fa", fruits, especially bananas,. are plant('-d in tbd villages. 

fbis pllllpblet is btting written to d .. .,cribe 80H of tbe projects 
the Kinistry or Agrlculture, 350M and" International Voluntar7 S~rvioe~ 
bave jointly undertaken to bel~ tb~ Mountaineer develop a better ~gricul­
ture for binself and bis fam111<ls. In all oases emphasis 1s placed on 
simple i~prove.ents witb tbQ Kountaineer bimself administering tbe ob~. 
Most of the programs are "villag,,- projeots ~hicb envolve the vbole 9Om­
munity. Some of tbe~ sucb 8S tb. Rbade Extens~on f .. _ or tbe 'Pilot Villa­
ge Project at Phuoo Luong'attempt to make cb~s in many phases of 
villago 4ife; others sucb as tbe well digging project or the rioe demoD8-
tration proSect concentrate on one part of the life of.the villager. 

/ 



j. 

.' 

l 

BRADI PLANT NURSERY 
... *-*-*_ ... _*-

r 

The Rhade Plant lJursery was established in July, 1901, te ~ive prac· 
tioal trai~in~ to th~ Rbade in tt.~ usa· of si~ple tools and in tb~ plnnt­
ing and c>;.re of tr"" crops, ve,IJ<itaolds. &."1.0. other crops wbicll Di~t be 
of value for village use and as a source of inoomo. Asia !bundation gave 
thd financial assistance neoessary to open and maintain the nursery 
during the first year of operation. 3incu then it has been financed by 
Laqu Development. 

The nursery oonsists of approxil!l.?tely 3.5 acres. Title to this 
land ha.s. been purCh!1s"", for five ;y.Mrs. Toe oontract will be void in 
June 1966. One building was purchas';a wit!l tile land title and a dorr.d­
tory was constructed to bouse t06 ~orkers BOa traino~s. ! small stre~ 
provides easy acc~ss to watdr at all times. Tni6 is especi&ll;y i~portant 
duri~g the dr;y s .. a30n. -A gasoline pwap is used f~r irrigation. 

RUOO1Dg trials vithv&get~bl .. s azsd th .. propaeat.ion of seed is car­
ried out by six or s<>vcn labortors. IRlp.nil'lbd by one mandt1t'r'. fhen th .. 
agrioultural classes ~cr .. startcu. an dBsistant manaesr. ~ho is an-ani­
mal husbandry graduate of the ~~icUltural college. was hir~ to help 
in instructing the trainees. ·rhe stu<l&nts do /Buoh of the work in c"aring 
for the plants. as part of their tral.nin-,. 3'Jvcral students "el'" hired 
for a short per10d after they cocpl~t~d the~r regular cl&33~3 to give 
th~a addition~l training in agricQltur~ ~etho~s. Plwas are to have 
tribe8~en ~auage and opurate the nursery aD soon as sulf~ci~ntly capable 
.en· oan be hired aad trained. . - ( 

Fifteen tho'l.sand fruit tr'",s "ere purohas€l<l in Novar.tbt-r 1961. !hese 
have been distributed among t!le' Rhade vill~os in the Ba.uaethuot area. 
The;y were distributed to the villa~rs at the beginning of the raiQJ 
season in JUOEol 1962. ExperiI4f.>ntU plota o~ local and iaportii.l var';'oties 
of vegetables are planted to t1Ou-whicb are ~~ best suitea for the 
highland area. ~be nursery .&KGS usa ot tne exp~ri.ental findings of 
the Ea Kmat 8JRur~.eDt atation._The provea var~Gt~esard t6~n propagated 
iu the nuraer~7~istribution t~ the v~ll~~,. . 

AD agrioultur~ train1ng olass ,as held Jur10S the first lear of 
op6rat10n. Th~ pr1lury purpose Of th.l.s pro.gram vas to t .. aOO the tribes- -
aen the basio aethods of orop aultivation and the use of draft OD1aala 
aDd sillpla impla ... nts for 8O~1 t1l1ace. ~.r tne tl'ainiD!,( se88iOll waa 
OO.IIIJIl"et"Q tilE. '\ribeSJien r .. turn.cl to their rillaces to pass OU their 
kDowledBO to the rcet of tho people. !h.. traiD~ SSS.iODS oo.,ered & 

.ix da, period an4 IIBeh alass ooD8i-'04 of about fifte~n trainees. !b. 
traine .. s for each a1&S3 lrdr8 ssl.ct~ fro~ f~ve .,i11ages, three fro • 
• aob .,111age. ,\11 food, l~, lUlel traiJua.r adoil:r1als .01'11 proY14e1l 
.viDs b. tra1D1aa .... iOD. / 

/ 



The topios oQvera4 at ea~ session inoludod' sot<<ibed propar?ti0rt , 
p~,"nting o..a .... tra.n3plnnting Ul~thoa13, usc of !i'll.nure and oou:post, 3'3",;'; 

~".i"otion al1d stor~!<a. livestock seldctl.on a'14 car",,' anJ. tile u::m ;);: 
:iOod"n plows sal!. draft ll.:lill:lls. ~ch student "ss as:!:l;gndd a plot to 
pl'\ut_and cultl.vat", durin" til.., .. 'OaK. Tho: stuc1&nts work."d s,,,veral hours 
"i th a plow and. draft a."li;e.l. T!ltirli' w",r ... 40t n<1tlquattl i'aeill. ti"s to 
do~onstrat6 th" trainin€ of_4ral~ ~liml!ls as had ~~dn init1~11y pl~ed. 

Fortv seVdn villag~B ~uru invi~vd to sond tra1ue~s to tha ol~sdas. 
Forty fOl,r vll1agas $ont a totl':.l of 102 III"'U. In a(1£1 .. tJ.on, a sp<:lo1al, 
one-we .. k clo.s<! was helcr'to train tBe ... t.Y-t"o moun~aineer villag,{ t"a.chers 
in basin l;1etl10.1" ot a,ori<:'u1 ture. ' 

Fiftt:.en tuousand fruit trees ar", ~sit:"lIf:' in the nursery to be 
diatribut~d dur1n~ tQ~,naxt raiay seaa~u. Plans are b.,in~ ma~e for more 
training sc.tloo18. ·l'h .. next 8'33&1008 1'1111 bu t",o .... "' .. s 80 at! to J.nolude 
instructioJ in th" tr!uniug or tlraft E.ll111Hl1s. 

The nurt!~ry has been ruoe~vud ~ith groat, enthusiasm by toe tribes­
men as evidenced oy t~J.r gr3at 1nterant in p&st tr~iniAg sesdions and 
by thb many requests for ~orQ. Th~ people ar~ aow sugge~tiug apeoifio 
topics 10 lIhi'Ci1 they 1Ii'0uld like to baVd 1ns1;ruct:;.O.lo. One· ot its most 
i;aportant function", 13 to proviJ.e plBlltl.lli> w .. tllr::.als-to toe l'raveling 
Extension TeE.'!I. It .. lso eerves as a. center to trll.J.l1 tile J;l""abara of the 
Extension ·l'~a<JI. and, to try no: .. id .. !>s whioh will 1ator be dOJ'!onatr3ted by 
the Team in t'l<;1 v111a.:;es. 

( 

) 
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'The remo"te and scattered nature of Rha;i~ vl.llages in Sanmethuot do. ~ 

not lend itself to easy aevelopment~ Viet Oong agents have takon adv~n~.~· 
of this situ'ition in several ways; the 1I09t important of il'hich :'9 the:!.:::' 
eff6ctive propaganua towar~'conviuclng the tribesmen that t~a Sational 
·Governmant isagal~st them ·an~ only gives them taken a3sistance. 

. In 1961, Asia FOundation, in oooperation with the Vie~nam~se ixten­
sion Servioe and I~ starte~ II. pilot training projoct with the Rbade tri­
beslI"''' in th>l Ba.r:;methuot area. :he basic idea \fdS to ;iralllon the resour­
ces of talent in th~ provinoial agencies such as th~ Extension Jervice, 
Animal Husbandry, Agrioultural Services, ana the Office of' the Province 
Chief. Jffort! from these agenoies ~ere A#Y tacto:::'s in selectin~ 69 Rhade 
troll 60 vill~es 1;0 attend a 1;en dar training scbool. in :B&nmetnuot. Cour­
aos covlu'sd sucll tbinga as anlllAl disslI.Be control, tree crops, Boils, 
toreatr.r. fertilizer U3$, and ~aproveaant of creps in a~e villagds. 
Pl'tlotical dlllilOnstra.tions vere g~ven in U~h;l of a.ni",&l pmfer tor tilling 
fields' and carrling loao.s •. DeiaolllltratioDa l.D build::'lI¥ were also given. 
It .aa hoped tnll.t the tribesllhlll Qule taka th .. ir ncw Imo~.ledg" back to 
their villages. 

The training program provbd to be verl ~ffvct~ve but a follow-up 
. was _ded. Also, theN "YeN lIOr .. lesaons t·J be taught and :.tora people 
to be reacha<l.. J?or this re!lson a Mounta.ineer ~ension TeW:! was proposed 
t.o oarr, out an axtunsion - infonatiol1 progr=. ~he teu "all J.I;Isigned 
to get a aaximua amount of information to maxl.m~ number of people l.1l II. 
aanner that would s~e a tavo~able impression on the population and 
previde.a means or. perpetu~ting the flow of information. 

Such a Mountaineer Extension Team was eBtaoliahed in the Banmetbuot 
area with tunds preViqeJ. by tbe Extension Service. lhe·prj~ary purpose 
of the tea.m is to introduoe improvements in ~iculture, the home, and 
health through continued persona.l contact with tUB villages. It comple­
ments al~ad7 existl.ng Pro8~s throu@h the introauct~on of new ieea.s 
aa well as being able to follow-up help given by othdr ~-ojecta. By show­
ing $Oviea at night an(1 _cou~inB g_es, ~ooo. will and cooperation .. i'th 
the goyernaent is encouraged. , 

The f1rst tc&a be~~rk in larch, 1962. It was aade up ot s].X 
meaberB, all of whom we~~ey inoluded t.o agrioultural oxtension agents, 
thr~e home i~rovamont ~ts, and ons meaioal technician. The t~am is 
bea.dquartered in· and lIupplied frOli :l)IQlsethuot .. CUe day is spont in each 
of 40villagee. Iaob vill~ i8 revl.Sl.ted p~riodicalll.-The sohedule 
remains flexible to allow ror more time in a villace or tor vis~tjs~ 
Villages not on the rtlgular achedullil wh",n th\il need arisGls.· . 
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Eaoh .emb~r of the extension teaa has a demonstration to be ~nown 
in each villa~. Before the team .~k08 its tour of tae vill~es each team 
:!Ie!!lblin' ~eoei~s a week's traininlf in ths particular demonstration hs ?r 
.,he is to give. 'l'he training is done by apecialists. This allo;{s the use 
of individu~s who have not had "a great deal of formal traiuing. Thd 
agents, however, IllUst b .. p(tople wl>th the ab1l1ty to explain thin.;3 ... ell. 
After a co.plet~ circuit of the 40 villa~s is meae, the.agents return 
to BanBethuot"ror a week's ·training in a naw demonstrati~. 

The Agricultural Agents, ~uring the first circuit. p~aced ~mphasi. 
in getting home gardens start9~ ana on improvement of rice culture. Tbe7, 
gave speCific demonstratio~s on building and filling a compost pit, pre­
paring Yegetable plots, and devel~ping trial plots in the rice fielus to 
show the value of turning unuer stubble. '!ney also distributed plants and 
seed. On th~ir secend-oirouit 4e~onstr.tions on trans~lanting oitrRS 
treil8 and distributiQn of seed. and oUrus trOles were the. iaportan1; ite.8. 

. ~ 

The Home Agents demonstrated how to make a,fresh yegetable salad. 
howtp make tOMato souP. au~ ooo~ing ~1eh in nutritious dug&r sa~oe. 
During the second cirouit thel uemou'strattod five ne..- food t.i.isbGIII and the 
t6Chni~ues for bathing a baby. 

, 
The ~ed1cal Technician demoosttated the technigu6 of buil~1ng a 

pit privy, and gave out simple medioines to sick people. 

The most iaportant tRing was tbat in aacb demOnslr&tion so~athing 
11'&8 actually done ~or and by the villagers. '!'bey helped to pllUl'!; fruit 
trees in their o.n .illago and are· now watoh1Dg thea ~w. They helped 
to prepara the food and thtfn ato .it. In each case th"y oou1d fO"l that, 
the tesa had .ade a oontribution to their villa8G as well as being 
involved in the learning procuss. ' ' 

)(I)vies in the _enings added .. great deal' to the popularity of tje 
team. Both ~ducational and entertaining 1I0V1'UI aN MOwn. l'bey heve in­
cludedsuoh topiCS sa: Saa Antonio (a feature western). Bu~raloes for 
plOWing (in l'!ha:de), Pig Baising. How to !louble Rice P~oduotioa, an~ How 
to Build a Pit PriT,f. fhe abowinga are atten~ed by two or three hundred 
villagers. The use of polaroid'film hAa also been an effective method of 
blJilcling up geod working fde.tions in the villages. 

One of the biqest probleu with tbe tasa has been 'ne transporta­
tion. Beo31,1Se of thu aobile nature of iohs team it is aeCeS8&:r;1 f<lr each 
team to have a vehicle.. A progr_ .h~ch would involve .... veral hun<1reCl--6r 
8everal thou8and vill~~. would requirv a&n7 veh10l~s. !taintenanoa ot 
the vehicles is also a ;;trcblem .. the roans in the rural districts were 
the te&llls _Qrk are uS\ally bad arut there is ooneiderable wear and tear 
on the vehicles. The use of Laebrettaa woald out ~he venicle and tuel 
cost considerably. 
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Another. probleBl is that during rf.oe planting" anu har-:sst the '11'11 b,· 
~:·r5 ara vtlry busy in tht:> fielda and "lille attaniisnca at ... atings i6 <iuite 
;".-. '!'hesa times can be used affectivali in training team earnb,us in 11;;;11 

Jemonstrations and ¥lOrking on apeo.1fic proj .. cts sucll I>S -..-all repS3-r an.i 
wRintenauqe of equiplllent~ 

fbe value of "liha extension team in reaching a large numb~r of peoplG 
through a package 6xtension infor~tion pro~9m &ld as a means of provl.­
d;llg direct aid in the form of 8e"d; tr .... s, etc. haa beau racogni:aed b;r 
prov~cial ·autllor~ties. lxtenaion leaders in ~rlao aad Lam Do~ Provinces 
have requested ariditiodal tes~s. ~b6 oost of a teaa, not includ~ng the 
cost of' the veh:..cle is about 400,OOO$'f'lf per year. fhis inclw:l~s adili­
tions ~o tbe budget for delf-b;t:l p~oj&cts which &r~ e~ct~d to illcresse 
the effectivenass of tile team •. 

&; ", v.s. 

" 

• 



XOUaTAJHIER GARDE» PBOJEOf 

A "self help" agricul~ural proje~ for Mountaineer- in La3-Dong 
f:!'-nince '_a 'initiated for the plU'poae ,,( help~D8 to eata-Dlish family 
gsroens. A garden plot near the hOuse which wo~ld include suoh relativel~ 
easy to grov crops as ;aanioo; sweet potatos, beans, and corn would sup­
plement the diet and add variety and additional vitamins. 

- \ ~ . 

As tbe gardens develop, &dditiooal vegetable and fruit orops will 
~e planted and the SRrpluss,a sold to provide needed oash. This way the 
.ountaine~,r would grailuall:r be introduoed toa lIIOra permanen~ system of 
Agrioulture whioh would make tbea ~ore self-suffloient. ' 

The program, which was st&rt~d in tAS Pall of 1961 with funds pro­
vided by the Dire~orat~ of Rural Affaire, was intende~ to supplemant 
the _ already exi~ing 4-'1' program in the provinoe. The prograa was deve­
loped and oarried out b;r Ag"ricultllral ACf&.irs Service persol1Dd and 
teohnioians of US01l and Internatiooal Voluntary Se_icss as a coopera-
tive effort. ,-

VILLAGE 10UK - Where seourity conditions per~~t tbs work in the 
villages is superv~8ed d~re~l~ by 4-f adVisors and IlS techGioians. 
Regular visits are made- to villagws aaar !&a-Loo. Di-Linh and Da-Hoa, 
first to introduoe the progralll. $ltd then to follow this up with ii1struo­
tions OD plantiD8 ot orops, use ofaanure, and oare of th. garJans. Sa~d, 
o~ttings, hand tools and inseoticides are d~stributed to anyone who showed 
initiative by olearing a ~it6 an~ ouildino a fenoe for a garaen. 

!he vill~r. no were oontacted tor the first time during the hll 
~of 1961 were sost raaept~ve to the idea of starting garUens. Th~s was an 
opportune time for be~nning the work because many of th~ ~eople wer~ 
becoming short of t'ood~since they Ilad not yat barv<lsted thtiir new rice 
orop. Also they vere not busy workinB in their rio& f.elJs at that time. 

In the begil1Ding of the rainy Beason it is more aif'ficult !)eClWse 
at that tima tha people ara busy planting ric~. Also .any strategio hB2-
lets vere bein~ construoted and villages relo~at~4. Tbese activitios con­
sume a~.Bjor portion of t~e available labor. 

!be biggest handioap in tbe extension !Jork in the villages is the 
l&ck-of -peraonnel and traasportation. The ti~ that can be spent in each 
~illace is not adequ~te enough to Bive instruotions to all of the peo~le. 
A te&l:l _:rkingful~iIle on the l'rojoot .... Un the ... r own .. ans of trans­
portation is needed. -so that each village could be visi~ed at least once 
every two or three weeks. and up to a day spent in each place. 
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DEilQR9'JlRiITIOlf IllltDBll AliD liUBSBRY - In order to aid villages which 
could not be reaehed directly b.-cause of security, t'lfO deaonstration gar-­

- deus were established: These are located neat' lfountaineer gue,st houses 
in BIl.O-Loc and Di-Linh. 'lhese guest houses-are used by peopllll from dis­
t&3t vill~es When they C03e into town for shopP1De or othlllr matters. 

! worker 'JaS hired to start the gardens and to carv for theill. The 
gardens are planted to a varlsty of crop~ including sweet potatoes, 
ma..aioc, oorn,beans, p<tanuts, lettuce, radi8!leS, carrots, onions, ohou­
chou, squash, bobo, and pineapple. The gardens do not necessarily repre- . 
sent the. ideal size for an indiv1~ual f~ly, nor is it intenQed that 
everyone tr;y to plant allot the crops that are includeQ. Rather it was 

, to show what kinds of Cl"OPS oan be Sl'O-' to demonstrate the various 
planting sethods, to sho~ th3 8ff60t of using manure, and to show how 
80l!lS orops could I be ha.rveatetJ. ti:lrougllout the year. 

!he dSl!lonst~tion gardens are also used for .training classes and 
people trom nearbyvUlages are bro1;lgbt in at tillll:s to sse them, and 
given instructions on planting. 

" 
A nursery was 8stabl!shad in oonnection with both garaens for ti:le 

production of sllaet potato and llUl.Dioc aut'iinl"S. :rhese are for uistrtbv.­
tion at ol~sses and to anyone wbo visits thcdomons~rati9n garden and 
requs8ts the~. Soae fruit'tree. have also been started in the nursery 
in Ban-Loc. 

Kear each ~rd~ a shelter v~.·oonstructed for making a.~d storing 
compost. Since no animal manure i. av~ilabl~, plant material is b~inK 
oo.posted for use a8 fertilize~. Xacure is nearly always available in 
the mountaineer vill3gea. 

PRI1U.PY SCHOOL - At the Q$ginning of the Fall school term a prao­
tice 8iiden was established at the Eouutain or priQary school in 1Iao-LoQ. 
The garden was fenced and div11led ioto equal plots, one for .. ach olass •. 
The garden was plan)ed to maui.c, ~eet potat08, b~ane, onions, and 
PeaDUts, by .t~e students. Assistanoe is given at the regular class and 
work per;l.ods and the 1Ieachers froll! the school "ere instruoiell in the 
demonstration garden. 

Tools 1IfQre also previii"-.;l, to the -80hool, as will as se..:d and insec-' 
1;1oides. In order to get the garden nal"'ed in timlll, aanure .. as obtainell 
from the Bao-Loo Experiment Station to fertilize the oreps. A eheltel" 
fOr making compost from p~g manure will oe oons~ruoted soon. 

A second garden has bean ~rQparad in a lowland n.,arer a vater supply. 
This garden 1s to be used Juring tho dl'1 seasons and plant~d to such 
crops as tomatos, cabb~, lettuce, Chinese oabba&&, ann other vegqtables. 



- , - , 

T"AI"III!'!G CLA3SlM - .l total of four trail1l.ng 'claSSilS on gar.i .. n 
pjant:ng and care. consisting of i'rol!rotld to thr"e hOllrs of instruction 
w"re hald durine tbe year. ~bese were conducted by 4-T advisors at the 
de~onstration Bardsns. After the olasses. seed and tools were d1stribu­
ted to all who attended. 

TBAIMIHGAI~ - l aeries of photos showing th~ steps in pr~para­
tien and maintaining a gard~n was ma~e. Tbree bulletin bo~rds uer~ con­
structed for cheplaying tile photos. '!'iro of these aru p'_,l'IIuwently dis­
played at the demonstration garden in Baa-Loa anu at th~ primary scbool. 
Tbe tbird one is Moved from village to village and left in ODe place 
for a week or two at a tiil6. ' 

The same serie of pictures is b6ing put into a bulletin'~itb sim­
ple, captions and Yhe1I. printed, it li'ill be J.istribated in villag.,s and 
at training classes • 

.l set of black and wbite'5~ slidGS ~4S also made from the photo 
seriss. 

I ' ' 

SlED ,~l) ,1!OOL DISTRIBUT:O:i - A total of 75 h06ls d.t11L J.O knives 1I'SB 

received from the Dir .. ctorlilte of :aural Affairs and distributed to diffe­
rent villag&s. Additional tools including rakus, forks, .a~ding boes 
and,watering cans were purchased looally out of the proj~ct funds. 

Bee<!. was also purohased on tne 10c-.1 markvt, from fa.rmers in Dalat. 
or obtained f~. th~ Bao-Loo Experlmont Stat~on. Paok~ts were prepared 
for easy distribution of the se~li. 'lher,,-"as enough seed in eaoh paCket 
for a singl61 garden, and instructions for plan~ing ware printeG on tbe 
outside. 

MEDICAL AID - A medical kit, -stooked with medio~n~s furnished by 
USa- _as prepare~ to take on trips to v111&Bes. Simple meuioines are 
distributed at each visit, w~ich bas proved to be an ~~celle~t way to 
wiD friende among the people. 

'TRAlNiE - Besides ttie worker who was hired to establish and main­
tain the deJllonstration g1'-~ena. a second agriou.ltural trainee was hired., 
He is a tribes bOy who has oo~letad primary sohool. 3e is receiving , 
practical training by working -in the dellonsu-s.tion g .. raens, assisting 
at tbe ~ioultur~l classes at the' pr~ary school and SOing on trips to 
ri~lagea. . 

RESULTS AND CONCLUSIONS ~ The interest ana enthusiasm shown by 
people When they here first intro~uced to the selt help project ~as oon­
siatant in every vill8€e contact",d. For e"a!lPle in tl:!" Fall of 1961, 
six villages in Da lioa were visited for the ~irat time and promised 

, 
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",,,,eli and cuttings if they would prepare land. By the time of the s'~cc:lil 
,-!:;it about a \feek ·lat~r, gardell plots ~ad been start.ed in all excepi: 
(lUi! village, and these people b~ YOrk: later •. Thelia weI' .. all vl.llagds 
o~ the ~aa, a rather backward tribe, which h%d either no garaeus at all 
Cor just pall plots of tobacoo. The idea of cultivating crops other tl1= 
rice and protecting theft against aaiaals yas largely ne. to thoa, but 
despite these difficulties so~ fami116s were able to harvest good crops 
of sweet potatos and beans fro. their gardens. 

At the beginning of the next Flanting seaeon five or theSG six vil­
lageR were being relocated or the people were build~ fences for stra­
tegic hamlets 80 they did not ha~ t~ to \fork on gardons. as for Dang 

. Hoang which had beoowe a stratceic haMlet the previous year, several 
families atsrt.eci gari1tons again &;ld obtained oven better . results than ' 
dur1ng the previous year. 

_EYen a co~plete failure the first tine d1d not mean the Gnd ot all 
interest in garUcn~ork. In Kon-teh villnge, near Bao-Loc, alQost everJ 
f~~ily had a plot in the oommuu1ty ga~aen ar~& ~ha fira~ year. However, 
becBUs9 it was a oo~ity affair, DO iadlV~Qual £~ily •• e.ed to ~an$ 
to accept the reaeoDsibilitl tor maintaln1D1 th3 fance or seeing that 
gates we~ kept closed. As a r5sul~,the village I1vestock oomple$oly 
destroyed the garden before anyt~in~ could be barvBstea. 

~. follow1ng year the village chiaf began another garden by his 
own iDi~iative.· wi$h a fanoe sepera$ing it fro~ th~ others. He even pIa­
oed a orude sign in front of the gardGa ~itb the Koho words .eoning 
model garden, in iacitation of the signoD the demonstration garden in 
Bleo. . 

The deaonatra$.ion g=den prqved -<:: be an i.port.ant faotor aiso in 
8ti3u1&~ing the intersst of the Chief pf Tan Lu, a rosettlement village 
with a population o:f over a thouB&::Id'. When the idea ot' starting tuily 
~rdtlns 1/3.S first proposed to hi. he was interested and said hi.sdlf 
that a prograll of this type "as verJ iraport.ant to help hi1t people become 
more oivilized. But he sa~d lit$le oould be ~one nutil $he next rainy 
season because the people were buay building a fenoe and moat around 
the village. He .rae invited anyway to visit the ci..monsiration g=4Bn ille. 
Iao-Loo aDd as s()on as he saw it heD~an tski.J:!.4r mea.sure.ants of tbe . 
beds. and plantiag distanc"8. A Jeek ~ater when another visit ~as made 
io Tan Lu to ase if the ohief might be interested in a~arting at Least 
one garden as a ..tellOnstration ho had aJ.ready prdpar~tl tlla lend and 
"as alJIoil$ tiniehoJd '!ith the fenoG. Be was, given saeil, cuttings and 
tools and helped to plant -uae gaNeu. SiQC141 it vas alraad,J 1-''';6 10 ihe 
season aos' ot th. garden ~aa planted to s.eat pO$at08 and mauioc. 
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The effect of tbe Jemonstration gardens and training classes on 
people from more distaut villages is .ore difficult to detorn~ne because 
it is impossible to go to these villages. However word has been r~oei­
ved ~rom three villages where the people ~ere g1ven seed and tools at 
& training class, and excellent results wer~ reported. In at least on~ 
villaso< the peopl~ ~ere able to grow two crops, saving seed to replant, 
and reported s ... eet potatos "as big as your l.,g". i'his is probably an 
exaggeration but ?hows the satisfaction tbe people received from a suc­
cessful garden. 

The most important fa~tor in aaking this program a success is to 
be able to follo~ up on the ~ork onco it is startea. A proposal has been 
submitted for the formation of a full tiwc extension team for the Koho 
in Lam Dong Province, similar to the 04e that is in operation with the 
Rbade. Tbey would make re~~lar vi~its·to the villages throughout the 
year. Besidos helping with fruit and vegetable gardens, thoy would pro­
vide information and assistanoe on rice improvement, livestock care, 
home improvement, medioal oaru and san~tation. ~alified tribesmen are 
available to forlll this tea>:;, and fro1ll what has been learned i.l the past, 
the people are eager to reo~ive the help. 
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HAND ;)UG· "ELLS llf L.\.,\(-DO~II} PROV~NCE 

...... _ .. _ "_*_4_*_4_._._ *_*_*_ iI"_"_ 

_ T~~ usi~ of unsanitary .star for drinking and food preparation is 
a ma~or health problem for nos~ ~o:U1taineer villages. It is necessary to 
aid the. villagers to find an adeq'late souroe of relatively pure water 
which is fairly accessible. The distanoes whioh some of the mountaineer 
m~st go to obtain water vario8·fro~ a few hundred noters to as much 8s 
one or two idloliletgrs. 

Yi~h.these problema in atDd a progr~ was enyisioned by GVB. USOI, 
and I VS to hel.p ·'to ·enconr~a· tbe rillag<'Jra to dig village wells. It was 
decided to keep t~e wells as simple aa po.s~ble and to involve the vil­
lagers in the actual construction. In this wa.? it would be their project. 
~one'y vaa obtain~d fro~ the Vi~tnaae.e Bxtension Service to build ten 
wells which Would give a Bood start to the program. From this initial 
phase it would be possible to foresee luture needs. ~e money is used 
to par chase the materials to build a well cap ~ld drainaFe apron, to pa7 
the wages of a mason, and to bul &'rop~ ana bUC¥6t. Rural Affa1rs sup­
plied 100 bags of oeaont to bo used iu the progr~. 1be aVdraga cost of 

·a oo~leted well is 700sYN inQlud1ng the value of th~ o~wcnt. 
. _,. ., .. 41,4 

.ith the BOBey and CeMent avail.blb tha field work began the first 
of December, 1962. Villages around Bao.Loo and Di-Linh W6re chosen for 
the firet ser~es of wellso 

The procedure for approaching the ... 1l1age Chief and his people on 
the possibj.H t,1 of digging a well are b4s:i.call,y the a_I) in" "Rch village. 
First thu ben~fits of having a oentrally looated well near tb~ village 
to ",rovide fresh water' for d.r:.nlo:iq and cooting are discusffsd. 'rhen an 
asreement is Bade.with the vill~ .hwre~y they will provide the labor 
for digging the wellt and the mBt~rials and mason to Q~ld the OBV and 
drainage apron will be provided for thaa. In all oases the vill~9 
whioh have been oon~aotod have bean anxiQus ~o provide m~n to dig these 
fresh water wells. 

", UteI' a.groe~nt 01:1 the points, the )Os8ible locations'tor- tb,o nelf 
. - .. ells are 1nspGcted.. Arter di8OUSS:.ag tbft &dvantagus and dis.dvantages 

of eaob proposed sits, ana is chosen and the di~ging begins. 

Each well ie one ..tar 11:1 di ... ter an~ at preeent t~e7 vary iro. 
tour to ten !:Idters in depth. -In order to speed up' the digging. crowbu 
and pict-~e are .provided in add~ti~n to the mountaineer's own tools. 
Witb an .verage of three men disg~S. a w~ll ia oomplated in t~ree or 
tour daye in the l\ao-LI:Jo are,,-- In. each OU" enough dirt ie .. xo!l.vated tbat; 
one. meter OT !lOre of water is atandil:lg in t;h& well. 

, , . 
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. As_soon as ~be digging of ~b~ well is comvle~ed, 8~onu, sand',nnd 
, e~.,an~ are ~ranapon&d ~o the site. Tho mAson CO!l6t1"UC~S tn"l "ell cap 

and 1rainaga apron.' This part of ~h6 job usually tak~8 three uaya. A~ 
~ta aam~ ~ise 30~e of ~he vill~rs cut poles ~o ~ake a ~inulaas. This 
ha.a proven t'o b .. the simplest ~n<i IIIOS~ doonomical method of l:i.fti%lO!: the 
wder from the 7Iells. The cost 'is negligible and sinen thb w .. ndlass is 
:!lade. of wood and has ne Jllecllanical parts, there is no chance for llIucha­
nicSl failure. There w111 be no opdrat1Dg cost to the v~llage. In two 
weeks when tbe dir~,mixQa with ~h .. water dur~ng the ~igg4ng a1l~8 ~o the 
bottolll, grav"l and 1ill1e ar",put into ~he '11'<311 to make i~ cl" ... nar. 

A~ pre8en~ five wel18/bav~ been'oolllp1"'~~ti. These arc in the ,111a­
ges of Tan LIl. Djour L'mour,' Bobla, Klong Trao, and ~t Su~. Another 

,well in Dong Dor was recapped. 

It. shollid be poin~ed out that tbis paniculer project will JlO~ 
neccssarily adapt itsell' ~o all areas.' The relai:iv.:;ly high wate:r table 
in ~.-Dong Province .ade the bend digging of the wellp ~a9ier. 

The initial enthu8iasD ot each vill~ _as very encouraging. In 
~&eh caso all the people wanted to have II. well Which would pro'lide libea 
with cleaner water. ¥roo thoBe first ten wells it is hOPed that other 
neighboring Villa~eB will take the iniative and dig thelr O~ w~119 with 
DO outside help. The advan~age of a simple procedure with a very lov cost 
per well will help ~o make this, a selt-perpetuAting ?roeT&C • 

• 
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JlU 'lllIBES llICK DlWO!I8!lU.fION PROGRAII 

. 
~p.oauae of the,large sc~le tribes resettlement prograe being oarried 

Qut, there is a great Deed tgr increasing the ~ood supply. In past y~ar5 
tLe tribes people depended on th~ir ability to move around the Higulands, 
planting th~ir rice in the same spot for one or t~o years Artar t~o 
pl~~tlngs the soil fertility woul~ be badly depleted and it was thon De­
cessar,y.to shift the riae field ~ another site. This nomadic type of 
life is no 'longer posaibl",. One of thu b",st IJI!I.Ys to raise their standard 
of l1riDg 1a to increase the :field of upland rioe. ' 

~, -" 

Mr. 'fu Pbuong '.rho, Chief of' the Agrioultural Services of Ls.m-Dung 
Provinoe, re~uestea taat deMo~stratl0. fields be set up in the reest­
tIe!lleDt villa.ges oc !an Lu near iIao-Loo and Dong Dar near Di-Linh. '1'b.eie 
will include an &raa Cor an upland rice demonstration in e~ch village. 
The use of coapost. comaercial fertillzGre. an~ insecticides ~ill be 
demonstra;;ed. -rUe villages in the lIao-Loo all;1 Di-Linh a1'O&S will each 
send a-repreeentat1ve to the deaon~rationareas Cor the periou Qf pre­
paring and fertilizing the land" a44/lallt1De the rioe. 

- I. (1(;" U.S. 
Asia Foundation made availa.ble a,.ooosi':f to be \l301d to lIet up the 

demonstration areas. This grallt uill oover the development &ad operattas 
oosts of the two fielas tor one 7e~r. It will also provide tor the pur­
ches. of ~e.ent, spraying equipment, insecticides, a.nd Certilizel'~ Th~ • 
villagera ~ill provide the required labor./ 

Work will BOon begin on bUilQ~ 1iArae oombination oattle-oostost 
abeda.for eaoh village. Each village haa I!I.pproxtaate17 1200 puople. When 
the7 caas to the reaettleJlent area, they broueht abold 50 head of 'buffalo 
with thea. It is estUated that tbree buiIdinp, lOa x 5s tor each dUe.· 
ce rill 11. adequate hOusiug Cor these aniaal. for 'the neat; three years. 
the villa.ge people lI'i1.l provide all labor for tile cODstructi04 of tile 
boil4.i.Dgs. Wood. blllll~oo. and thatCh vill·be taken froll the nearby ~un. 
glee. ~x1aI!l.~ely.l00 bage ot ceeeat 1I'ill be uBed Cor the tloors and 
COIIIpO\!!'tf pit in each v111 ... '.rhere 1I'ill alao be the coat Cor rock aIld 
gravel, to hire a _o~, ad to purcb&4le tho spra)'ers. iJlseoticido&s. 
and csrtilizera. . 

'!IW oompost oollected ill the buf'talo pens 11'111 be used in tenili­
•• 1' demonstratioaa 1fi~h the ~oe planting. It this d~onstrat10n indi­
oatea tbllt tbia program is econolrical it.. will be expaaded. ." 'that ti_ 
a one-aonth trai~1D& course oould be aet up ror traiDing village repre­
sentativ .. s to haIldle eaoh 1ndi,,:!.dual dll&j!;e problem. 

/ 
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5mOC LUOlfG - & 'IL01' PRO,TEO'! 

Ph_c Luong is a lIountainee.' l."<lsettl'emOlnt village locl.l,t"d near N!'!,,·· 
'.i!!'!!:tg. ApproxiJllately 1200 r"fu;;"tls setti.aoi there Novemb .. r 31, 1960. '~iJ"y 
had !;.)en an"''''' frOIl! th'!iir ~"'t1;l" l>7 'th .. 'li,~t Cong ......... triud to 'DOV.:! the 
villagers into a !isnstll jungltl area _hleh \\!As oompletely un"er tbe co~trol. 
of the Communists. ~be villager3 ... r~ forced to aban40n nll except wbat 
~h5y could carry. They left behind food, clothing, hou$ehold 6Ood9, 1oc\s. 
~oed, and live~ock. all th~t they were able to take witb them was a small 
qu~tity of rice. Th~ refugees .are in dire nean of h .. lp to ~eet their 
basic needs of .livelihood. 

The Mennonite Central Co~itt8" and tht! Catholic Ralie! Agency ,sup­
plied the refugaas with 2000 bags. of r'ic". 'alia WBS their only source of 
food. for a nine month period. The rico was used :lor oonslLllption and. the 
vill~JG had no sead for plan~inJ crops for the cooing year. The group 
had cleare~ some lan~, but was r$luctant to continue such work vithout 
a source of seed. 

During July and August, 1961, .eetin~ were beld with Phuoc Luong 
village officials and Vietnaass$ governn~t officials to learn possible 
.als-that the villagers might be h~lped,to make t~ems.lves s~lf-3uffioient. 
!he 200 families had only 100 heotares of cleared land. ~hey laCkud the 

/ -

toOls to adequataly cl~Ar th~ land and had no seed to plant. ~hey had to 
rent fanine; tools and in sol!le cases _1'" toroea to hire operators with 
ths tools. 

" / 

I LetiDge were hold with tbe vl.llage leaders and th .. lJis'l.riot Chivf 
to determiDe what help the villagers wanted most and ho~ thi, help oould 
be coordinated "dh Agrioultural Ser,icHs. Possibilities of sta.r!;ing 
•• all industries which migbt provide 1nco~~ere also dlscu9ssa. These 
iDoludad blacksaith work, a bamboo factory, the ~~~~ of aats, baskets, 
and jewelrl. drsssmaking, and charcoal aanufscture. It app6ar~d that the 
blaokuith project IIa,a the most worthy of iamc:d.iate proClise. ~e vill~ 
people placed it on .. 1\.igh priority" Ten of thil llIeD w"re exr-rienced 
blacksmiths., All that waa lacking ~as the tools to work with. Theae tQols 
represented .. relatively small investment. 

~
IJ.t.{i' V. s. ' . 

aone), waa obtaiDed througb e Asia I'oll1ld.ation to bu7 seed, aDd .ia~ 
pIe blu.ckIJlllith oquipllent.- ']ven I-six thousand piasters ,-wera aupp:j.ied to 
purchase seed and 5,QOOSVN for blackaatth tools. Since the villagers did ••• "YO ..... t .... "~""ri"" i ......... u,.. i ....... i ... .. 
liai\ the' orop. to thoe whioh 1"1'8 easy 1;0 jJl'oW-Upl!Lncl rl.ce, COI'l1, and 
beans. Two blaoltsaitb 8 ps were set lip ~o aslte e1lllple till8&o and. wood-
C!UtUng tools. The 'Ull illl}\lel!letl.ta grG&tly Eutpedited planting crops. 

_ • 1'4. V.&. 
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!!l,,- woodcutting tools ... era used in lana clearing. in constructmg a etv";' 
eit fbr tht! villagG, and in cutting ",ood for t4alCitet. - Th.e latter \'las than 
0 .. 17 soq.rca of cash income. 

To improv2 health, cssings werG bU11t for wells and a travel fun~ 
was established tQ onable siok people to 1';0 to th" !!ll.ssion~ry h081Jita.l 
t~eut1 miles SWSj. A ssa.ll school wss started which 13 attended by 75 
vl11~ ohildr~n. 

The orops planted from th~ seed provide~ the ma~n source of food 
during the f~rst half of 1962. %be villa.~rD saved seed fron the b~st 
plants for the ~sy-June rainy sea..~n. The conditions in tb~ v111ag& ia­
proved con!'liderable uurlilg the fir(lt year at l't,!}oo Luo~. Prob"bly most 
important in tncir successful r6sott.le~eut ~~s thel.r own ~bition and 
cooperstive spir~t. 

fhe help oame fro~ many souroes. ~~ ~~rioultura.l Services office 
-flu Hba-Tr~g provided technical sS8istanoo. The Directorate of Agricul­
t~re provided a truck to carr~ the Sbed from ~he Ban.e~uot- to the vil­
lage. Asia Foundation furnished ths .ouey to buy· t~e seed sud tools. 
American Girl Soouts in Jaigon collected clothi.lg". USC" provid.dd carts 
to b~ used to carry the wood to ~arket. ~e~ennonite Centr~l, Comaittee 
and Catholic leliaf Agbncy proyidud fcoJ. !V5 teaa m6mbsrs workel close17 
with the people of Phuoc Luong as the7plaated their sBed or made hand-
tools in-their new blacks~ith shops. -

Certain lessons were learned in tha ~ork at Phuoc Luong vhich w~ll 
be of use in future projectg with other mounta~neer res6t~~ement Yillages. 

1. Selection of tbe 84tC i3 very 1uportant. 
2; Greater _thusiaslil is davaloped 1£ tile :n11agurs !Dast togetl1er 

to dec1~e wbat kind of hel~ th~l n~ed and ,aut ana to plan a 
wOll"k pro,tram.. 

,. Help given soould be fairly simple and not envolve having to 
learn nEtw dit·f~cult sk111s. It sho-..la. also be of a nature vhJ.ch 
is fairly certain to sucoeed. -Seod shculd be local and obtained 
in the area if possible. Germination should be ch~ckej. ~e Yil­
lages cannot afford to semble with untested foreign varieties. 

4. Very often speoial sk111s, sucb as tbe blsokemiths in Phuoc LuOng, 
are available and can make a valuable contribution with encourA­
ge.eat an4 & little help. 

5. .os~ resettlement villages 'ill bave to SO through & long diffi­
cult period of adjustaent. They will require helpovar n faill"ly 
long period on a step-by-step basi3. 




