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Introduction 
South Viel-Ram is fighting for its life against 

a brutal campaign of terror and armed attack in­
spired, directed, supplied, and controlled by the 
Communist regime in Hanoi. This Hagrant ag­
gression has been lZ"injr on for years, but recently 
the pace has quickened and the threat has now 
become acute. 

The war in Yiet-Sam is a new kind of war, a 
fact as yet poorly understood in most parts of the 
world. Much of the confusion that prevails in 
the thinking of many people, and "yen many gov­
ernments, stems from this basic misunderstand­
ing. For in Viet-Nam a totally new brand of 
aggression has been loosed against an independent 
people who want to make their own way in peace 
and freedom. 

Viet-Sam is not another Greeee, where indige­
nous guerrilla forces used friendly neighboring 
territory as a sanctuary. 

Viet-Nam is not another Malaya, where Com­
munist guerrillas were, for the most part, physi­
cally distinguishable from the peaceful majority 
they sought to cont rol. 

Viet-Nam is not another Philippines. where 
Communist guerrillas were physically separated 
from the source of their moral and physical sup­
port. 

Above all, the war in Viet-Nam is not a spon­
taneous and local rebellion against the established 
guvernment. 

There are elements in t,he Communist program 
of conquest directed against South Viet-Nam com­
mon to each of the previous areas of aggression and 
subversion. But there is one fundamental differ­
ence. In Yiet-X.m a Communist government has 
set out deliberately to conquer a S(wereign people 
in a neighboring state. And to achieve its end, it 
has used every resource of its own government to 
carry out its carefully planned program of con­
cealed aggression. North Yiet-X am's commitment 
to seize eontrol of the South is nO less total than 
was the commitment of the regime in North Korea 
in 1950. But knowing the consequences of the 

latter's undisguised attack, the planners in Hanoi 
have tried desperntely to coneea.l their hand. They 
have failed and their aggression is as real as that 
of an invading army. 

This report is a summary of the massive evi­
dence of North Vietnamese aggression obtained 
by the Government of South Yiet-N a.m. This evi­
dence has been jointly analyzed by South Viet­
namese and American experts. 

The evidence shows that the hard core of the 
Communist forces attacking South Viet-Nam were 
trained in the North and ordered into the South 
by Hanoi. It shows that the key leadership of the 
Viet C<>ng (VC), the officers and much of the 
cadre, many of the technicians, political orga­
nizers, and propagandists have enme from the 
North and operate under Hanoi's direction. It 
shows that the training of essential military per­
sonnel IUld their infiltration into the South is di­
rected by the Military High Command in Hanoi. 
(See section I.) 

The eviden .. shows tM! many of the weapons 
and much of the ammunition and other supplies 
used by the Viet Cong ha\'e been sent. into South 
Viet-Nam from Hanoi. In recent months new 
types of w"apons have been introdueed in the VC 
army, for which all ammunition must come from 
outside sources. C,ommunist China and other Com­
munist states ha\'e been the prime suppliers of 
these weapons and ammunition, and they have 
been channeled primarily through North Viet­
X am. (See seet ion II.) 

The direeting force behind the effort to con­
quer South Yiet-Xam is the Communist Party in 
the X orth, the Lao Dong (Workers) Party. As 
in every Communist state, the party is an integral 
part of the regime itself. Sorth Yietnamese offi­
cials have expres..,...J their firm determination to ab­
sorb South Viet-Nam into the Communist world. 
(See section III.) 

Through its Central Conunittee, which controls 
the /l:0vernment of the North, the Lao Dong Party 
direets the total political and military effort of the 
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Yiet Congo The Military High ComlIland in the 
Xorth trains the military men and sends them into 
South Yiet-Xam. The ('entral Research .\geney, 
Xorth Yiet-Xam's central intelligence organiza­
tion, directs the elaborate espionage and sub-.ersion 
effort. The exteTISh-. political-military or!-",niza­
tion in the Xorth which directs the Viet ('ong war 
effort is described in section IY. 

rnder Hanoi's overall direction the Communists 
have established an extellsive machine for carry­
ing on the war within Sonth Yiet-N am. The focal 
point is the Central Office for South Yiet-Xum 
with its political and military subsections and 
other specialized agencies. A subordinate part of 
this Central Office is the Liberation Front. for 
South Yiet-Kam_ The front was formed at Ha­
noi's order in 1960_ Its principal function is to 
influence opinion abroad and to ""'ate the false 
impression that the aggression in South Viet-Nam 
is an indigenous rebellion against the e,stablished 
gt>nrnmenL (See section IV.) 

For more than 10 years the people and the Go,· 
ernment of South Viet-Kam, exereising the in­
herent right of self-defense, have fought back 
against these efforts to extend Cummunist po ..... er 
south across the 17th parallel. The Foited States 
has responded to the appeals of the Goyernment 
of the Republic of Viet-Nam for help in this de-
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fense of the freedom and independence of its land 
and its people. 

In 1901 the Del''''tment of State issued a report 
called A. Threat to the Peflce. It deseribed Xorth 
Yiet-Kam's l'rogrlllll to seize South '~iet-Nam. 
The evidence in that report had been presented by 
the t;oyernment of the Republic of Viet-Nam to 
the International ('ontrol COmlIlission (I.C.C.). 
A spe"ial "'port by the I.C.C. in .June 1962 upheld 
the yalidity of that e,-iden",,_ The COmlIlission 
held that there was "sufficient e\"idence to show 
beyond reasonable doubt'· that North Yiet-Kam 
had sent arms and men into South Yiet·Nam to 
carry out subversion ,vith the aim of overthrow­
ing the legal Government there. The I.C,C. 
found the authorities in Hanoi in specific viola­
tion of four provisions of the Gene,-a accords of 
WiH.' 

Since then, new and even more impressive evi­
den~ of Hanoi's aggression has accumulated. 
The Government of the Cnited States believes 
that evidence should be presented to its 0\VIl citi, 
zens and to the world. It is important for free 
men to know what has been happening in Viet­
X am, and how, and why, That is the pnrpose of 
this report. 

I For the text of pertinent S('('tiODs of the I.C.C. report. 
see appendix A. 



I. Hanoi Supplies the Key Personnel for .the 
Armed Aggression Against South Viet-Nam 

The hard com of the Communist forc<!S attacking 
South Viet-Nam are men trained in North Viet­
N am_ They are ordered into the South and re­
main under the military discipline of the Military 
High Command in Hanoi. Speci ... l traiu.ing ClI.IIlps 
operated by the North Vietnamese army give polit­
ical and military training to the infiltrators. In­
creasingly the forces sent into the South are native 
North Vietnamese who have never seen South 
Viet-Nam. A special infiltration unit, the 70th 
Transport..tion Group, i.~ responsible for moving 
men from North Viet-Nam into the South via in­
filtration trails through Laos. Another special 
unit, the maritime infiltration group, sends weap­
ons and supplies and agents by sea into the South. 

The infiltration rate hs.s been incres.sing. From 
1959 to 1960, when Hanoi was establishing its in­
filtration pipeline, at least 1,800 men, and pos­
sibly 2,700 more, moved into South Viet-N am from 
the North. The 1I0w incres.sed to a minimum of 
3,700 in 1961 and at least 5,400 in 1962. Them 
ws.s a modest decrease in 1963 to 4,200 confirmed 
infiltrators, though l..ter evidenoo is likely to raise 
this figure. 

For 1964 the evidence is stilI incomplete. How­
ever, it already shows that a minimum of 4,400 
infiltrators entered the South, and it is estimated 
more than 3,000 others were sent in. 

There is usually a time lag between the entry 
of infiltrating troops and the discovery of clear 
evidence they have entered. This fact, plus col­
l..teml evidenoo of incres.sed use of the infiltration 
routes, suggests strongly th..t 1964 ws.s probably 
the year of gre..test infiltration so f&t'. 

Thus, sinoo 1959, nearly 20,000 VC olIioors, sol­
diers, and technicians are known to have entered 
South Viet-Nam under orders from Hanoi. Addi­
tional information indicates that an estimated 
17,000 more infiltrators were dispatched to the 
South hy the regime in Hanoi during the past 6 

years.. It can res.sonably be assumed that still 
other infiltration groups have entered the South 
for which there is no evidence yet available. 

To some the level of infiltration from the North 
may seem modest in oompa.rison with the total 
size of the Armed Forces of the Republic of Viet­
Nam. But one-for-one cs.lculations ......, totally 
misleading in the kind of wclare going on in 
Viet-N am. First, a high proportion of infiltmtors 
from the North are well-trained olIicers, cadres, 
and speci ... lists. Second, it has long been realized 
th..t in guerrilla combat the burdens of defense 
are vastly heavier tha.n those of attack. In Malaya, 
the Philippines, a.nd elsewhere a rntio of at loost 
10-1:0-1 in favor of the fomes of order was re­
quired to meet successfully the threat of the guer­
rills.s' hit-and-run tactics. 

In the calculus of guerrilla ws.rfam the scale 
of North Vietnamese infiltmtion into the South 
mkes on .. very different meaning. For the in­
filtration of 5,000 guerrilla. fighters in a given year 
is the equivalent of marching perhaps 50,000 
regula.r trwps across the border, in terms of the 
burden placed on the defenders. 

Above all, the number of proved and probable 
infiltrators from the North should be seen in 
mlation to the size of the VC forces. It is now 
estimated that the Viet Cong number ... pproxi­
mately 35,000 5O-()t\1led hard-core forces, and an­
other 60,000-80,000 l~ forces. It is thus ap­
pe.rent that infiltrators from the N orth-allowiug 
for casualties-make up the majority of the so­
called hard-rore Viet Cong. Personnel from the 
North, in short, are now and have always been the 
backbone of the entire VC operation. 

It is true that ma.ny of the lower level elements 
of the VC forces are recruited within South Viet­
Nam. However, the thousands of reported cases 
of VC kidnapiugs a.nd terrorism make it &bun-
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dantly clea.r that threats and other pressures ?y 
the Viet Cong play a IInI.jor part in such recnnt­
ment. 

A. THE INFILTRATION PROCESS 

The infiltration routes supply hard-eore units 
with most of their ollkers and noncommissioned 
personnel. This source helps fiU the gaps ~eft by 
bat tIe casualties, illness, and defectIOn and lnsUres 
continued control by HMOi. Also, as the nature 
of the con1iict has changed, North Yiet-XIUll has 
supplied the Viet Cong with t~hnical spedalists 
via the infiltration routes. These have mcluded 
men trained in amlOr and ordnanl"e, antiaircraft, 
and communications as well as medical corps­
men and transport experts. 

There is no single infiltration route from the 
North to South Viet-Na.rn. But by fur the biggest 
perc"ntage of infiltrators follow the Sllme general 
eoUl'l!e. The principa.l training center for North 
Vietnam_ army men assigned to join the Viet 
Cong has been at Xua.n Ma; near H!lJloi. Re­
cently captured Viet Cft)ng have also reported an 
infiltration training camp at T11anh Hoo. After 
completion of their training course-which in­
volves political and propaganda work as well as 
military subjeet_infiltrating units are moved to 
Vinh on the ea.st coast. Many have made stop­
overs at II. uging area in Dong Hoi where addi­
tional training is conducted_ From there they 
go by truck to the I..aos horder. 

Then, usually after several days' rest, inliltra­
tors move southward through La.o<>. Generally 
they move along the LaO!!-South Yi"t-Nam horder. 
Responsibility for infiltration from North Yiet­
Nam through Laos belongs to the 70th Trnns­
portalion Group of the North Yietnamese a.rmy. 
After a time the infiltration groups turn east­
ward, entering South Viet,Na.rn in Quang Nam, 
Quang Tri, ThUll Thien, Kontum, or another of 
the horder provinces. 

The Communists ha,-. established regalar Janes 
for infiltration with waY-sI4lions established 
ahout 1 day's march apart. The waY-sI4lions are 
equipped to quacter and feed the Viet Cong pass­
ing through. Infiltrators who suffer from malaria 
or other illnesses stay at the stations until they 
recover sufficiently to join Mother pa..<;sing group 
moYing south. 

The map on page 4 shows the infiltration route 
from North Viet-Nam to the South followed by 
VC Sgt. Huynh Van Tay and a group of North 
Vietnamese army officers and mell in September 
1963_ Tay was captured during an engagement in 
ClmongThien Province in April 1964. 

Local guides lead the infiltration groups along 
the secret trails. Generally they direct the in­
filtrators from halfway between two stations, 
through their own base station, and on halfway 
to the next supply base. Thus the guides are kept 
in ignorance of all but their own :way-stations. 
Only group leaders are permitted to talk with 
the guides in order to preserve maxinmm security. 
The men are discouraged from asking where they 
are or where they are going.' 

'Ille same system of trails and gnides used along 
the Lao infiltration routes is used within South 
Viet-N am itself. Viet Cong infiltrators illay re­
port directly to a reassignment center in the high­
lands as soon as they ellter South Viet-Nam. But 
in the past year or more some groups have moved 
down trails ill South Viet-Nam to provinces along 
the Cambodian horder and nesr Saigon before 
receiving their unit assignment_ Within South 
Viet-Nam infiltration and supplies are handled by 
VC units such as the Nam Son Transportation 
Group. 

At the LaO!! horder crossing point infiltrators 
are reequipped. Their North Vietnamese army 
uniforms must be turned ill. They must give up 
all personal papers, letters, notebooks, and photo­
graphs that might be incriminating. Document 
""ntrol O\'er the infiltrators has been tightened 
considerably over the past 2 years. A number of 
Vietnamese infiltrators have told of being Jitted 
out with Lao "neutralist" uniforms for their pas­
sage through Laos. 

Infiltration gmups are usually issued a set of 
black civilian pajama-like clothes, two uJUn.arked 
uniforms, rubber sandals, a swester, a hammock, 
mosquito netting, and waterproof sheeting. They 
carry a 3--5 day supply of food. A pa<:ket of 
medicines and bandages is usually provided. 

The size of inliltmtion groups varies widely. 
Prisoners have mellti.oned units as small as 5 men 
and as large as 500. GeneraIly the groups number 
4()..I)O. """'hen they arrive in South Viet-Nam these 

1 For addItional maps of the routes taken by yo in­
filtrators into Soutb Vlet·Nam, see appendi.:l: B. 
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• 
groups are usu~lly split up .,nd assigned to various 
VC units as replacements, although some have 
remained intact, 

Bo MILITARY PERSONNEL 

The follo,,~ng are individual case histories of 
North Vietnamese soldiers sent, by the Hanoi reo 
¢me into South Viet-Nom, They ",re only an 
illustrat.ive grpup, They show tha t the leader­
ship and sl';"i.']i ~ed persolmel for the guerrilla 
war in South Viet,N am consists in la,rge part of 
members of the North Viet-Nom anumt forces, 
trained in the N0l1h and Hlbject to the o.ommalld 
and discipline of HanoL 

1. Tran Quoc Dan 

Dnn was. VC major, commander of the 60th 
IhttaJion (sometimes Irnpwn as the, 34th Group 
of the Thon-Kim Battalion), Disillusioned with 
fig-hting his own count.rymen and with commu­
nism and the lies of the Hanoi regime, he· sur­
r"ndered to the uuthorities in South Viet-Nom on 
Febmary 11, 1963. 

At, the age of 15 he joined the revolutirmary 
anny (Viet. Minh) and fOllght against the French 
forces UIlW 1904 when the Geneya accords ended 

Maj. Tran Quae Dan. 
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t,he Indochina Will'. As a reglllar in the Viet 
Minh forces, he was mo\'ed to North Viet-Nom. 
He became an officer in the so-called People's 
Army. 

In March 1962 Major Dan received orders to 
prepare to mo\'e to South Viet-Nam. He had been 
exposed to massive propAg'lludn, in the North 
which told of the destitution of the peasants in 
the South ,md said that the Americalls had taken 
O\'er the French role of colonialists. He said later 
that an important ~.'e:l . ..-on for his decision to sur· 
render was that he discovered these propaganda 
themes were lies. IIe found the peasants more 
prosperous t.han the people in the North. And 
he recognized quickly t.hat. he was not fighting 
the Americans but his own people. 

With the 600 men of his unit, Major Dan left 
Hanoi on March 23, 1062, Thc,y tra\'cled throll/!h 
the Laos corridor. His group joined up with the 
Viet COllg First Regiment in central Viet-Nom. 

The ~r,-year-old major took part in 45 actions 
anil was wounded once in an wlsuceessful VO 
attark on an outpost. As time passed he became 
increasingly discouraged by his experience as .. 
VC troop commander, Most, of all, he said, he 
was tirp(t of JriIliug' other Vietnamese. After 
sc\'C1'al months of sonl-soo rching he decided to 
surrender to the authorities of the Republic of 
Viet-Nam. He has volunteered to <io "a.llything 
to serve the national c"use" of South Viet-Nom 

20 Vo Thoi 

Sergeant V 0 Thoi (Commnnist Party alias V 0 

Bien) was an assistant squad leader in the VC Tay 
Son 22d Battalion, On the nig-ht of October 7, 
1063, his unjt attacked An Tuong village in Binh 
Dinh Province. After o'\"errunning the villa,p:e, 
Yo's c.ompany "as assi.gned to set tIP a.n ambush 
against Republic of Viet-Nam troops rushing to 
defend the village. In the ensuillg fight Vo was 
seriously wounded. He was picked up by local 
farme,.,; and turned over to the authorities. 

Vo's life and e~periences were similar to those 
of thousands of Viet Congo Born in Quang Nga,i 
Province in 1932, he went through 5 years of school 
and then worked on his "arents' small fa.l'nt, Dill'­
ing the war against, the French he joined the Viet. 
lIIinh forces. When (,he fighting ended, he was 
tmnsferred to North Vie~N"m with his nnit., the 
2l0th Regiment. He remained in the 1'1 orth Vie~ 
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namese army until 1960 when he was sent to work 
on a state farm in N ghe An Province. Vo said 
3,000 men and women worked on the farm, of 
whom 400 were soldiers. In September 1962 Vo 
was told he must join the newly activated 22d Bat· 
talion. All the members of the battalion came 
from provinces in South Viet-N am, from Quang 
Tri to Phu Yen. But it was not an ordinary 
battltlion; two-thirds of its members Were cadre 
with ranks up to senior captain. 

The group was put through an adva·nced train­
ing course that lasted 6 months. The training pro­
gram included combat tactics for units frOll) squad 
to company and the techniques of guerrilla and 
counterguerrilla fighting. There were heavy doses 
of political indoctrination. 

On March 5, 1963, the 22d Battalion received 
orders to move south. They were transported in 
trucks from N ghe All Province to Dong Hoi in 
Quang Binb, just north of the 17th parallel. 
From there the unit was moved westward to the 
La.o border. Then the more than 300 men began 
walking to the south following mountain trails 
in Laos a.nd the Viet-Nam border aro... They 
marched by day, rested at night. E"ery fifth day 

they stopped at a way-station for a full day's rest. 
One company dropped off at ThUll Thien Province. 
Vo and the remainder· of the group marched on 
to Pleilru Province. Two fully armed companies 
from a neighboring province were assigned to the 
battalion. The assignment given to the battalion 
was to harass strategic hamlets in the Honi An 
district. of Binh Dinh, to round up cattle and rice, 
to kill or kidna p cadre of the Govermnent forces, 
and to recruit local youth for service with the 
Viet Congo 

3. Nguyen Thao 

Nguyen Thao was a VC weapons technician. 
A native of Khanh Ho. province in South Viet­
Nam, he joined the Viet Minh in 1950. He worked 
at a secret arsenal manufacturing weapons for 
use by the guerrilla forces. He went to North 

NG 
Nguyen Thao, YC UJeapon3 technicilJn. 
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Viet-Nnm after the Geneva Mcords were signed 
in 1954. In North Viet-Nant he attended a tech­
nical school specializing in arms manufacture. 
He l'CCeived special training in foreign small anTIS 
an c! artillery. 

At the end of 1962 he was ordered to Ha Dong 
to attend a special course of political training in 
preparation for infiltrating into f'outh Viet.-Nam. 
On completion of the t.ruilling eOUl'se he wn.s as~ 
signed to a group of 14 fnen who would move 
to the south toget.her. Nguyen Thao said the. 
group was composed of 4 armament specialists, 2 
chemical engineers, and 8 middle-level technical 
cadre. 

They left Ha Dong ill March 1963, crossed into 
Laos, and reached their dest inat.ion in the north­
ern part of South Viet-;s"am in May. Ngnye!l 
Thao went to work at a secret VC arsenal 1100 r 
the Quang Ngai border. Fifty men, some local 
workers, manned the arsenal , ... enpons section. The 
group manufaetured mines and grenades for the 
VC units in t.he a·I"" and repaired woo.pons. 

Nguyen Thao said he soon realized from taJking 
with the loc .. l workers at tJ,e arsenal that. most. of 
what he had h""rd in t.he North ahont. conditions 
in South Viet-Nom was wrong. lIe said the Com­
munists had deceived him. Two months n.fter his 

Nguyen J'ie' Le. 
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a.rrivaJ at the .. rsenal he decided t.o defect. He 
asked permission to r".ioin his family and to work 
in a national defense fador), and continue his 
studies. 

4. Nguyen Viet Le 

This VC soldier was born in Qunng Nam Prov­
ince in South Viet.-N am. He served wit.h tJ]e 
305th Division of t.he Viet Minh and moved to 
NorUI Viet-Nam in 1954. In April 1961 Nguyen 
Viet Le and his unit, the 50th Battalion, moved 
into Laos. He said the lInit. remained in Laos 
for 2 months, during , ... hieh it fought in four bat­
tles alongside t.he Pal.het Lao. During these en­
gagements one of the ba.ttalion's four companies 
was badly mauled and had t.o he returned to North 
Viet-Nam. 

The other three compauies were assigned to 
South Viet-Nam. They a.rrived in Qun.ng Ngai 
Provinc.e in the summer of 1961. For a. month 
t.hey rested and WI] ited for orders. They took part 
in a major aet.ion ag>linst an outpoBt. of the Govern­
ment of South Viet-Nam in September. Nguyen 
Viet Le was ""ptured during a. batr.le in Quang 
N gai Province in April 1962. 

5. Nguyen True 

Corp. Nguyen True was born in 1933, the son 
of a farmer in Phu Yen Province in South Viet­
N am. From 1949 to 1954 he served as a courier 
and then as a guerrilla fighter with the Viet 
Minh. In early 1955 he boarded a Soviet ship 
and moved with his unit, t.he 40th Battal ion, to 
North Viet-Nam. He remained in the anny, but 
in 1959, bothered by illness, he went to work on a 
st.ate farm. 

In August 1962 Nguyen Truc was notified that 
he was back in the army and that he was being 
sent to South Viet-N am. He reported to the Xuan 
Mai training center and underwent 6 months of 
military and political reeducation. His unit was 
the ne".-]y activated 22d Battn.lion. The training 
course wn.s completed in February 1963, but de­
parture for South Viet-Naill wn.s delayed until 
Al'ri!. 

For infiltration purposes the battalion was di­
vided into two groups. On April 27, Nguyen 
Truc and his group boarded trucks at Xua.n Mai. 
They went first to Vinh, then on to Dong Hoi, and 



finally t.o the Laos-North Viet-!'iam border. 
There they doffed their North' ietlllllllese arUlY 

uniforms and put on black pensnnls clothing'. 
The march to tho south begal!, sometimes in Lao 
territory, sometimes in Viet-Xam. They passed 
thl'Ollgh Thua ThiC'1l Province, then Ql1ang Num, 
(~Ulll!g Tin, and Quang Xglli, lind finally to their 
destination, Pleiku. J<;a('h day they had a new 
guide, genel'lllly one of tho mouutain people of the 
area. 

Xguyen said that he and most of the troops who 
were ::;{,llt. llol'th nfter t he Inuochina 'Ynl' wnntcd to 
retum to their homes ano rejoin their families. 
In ... \.ugnst 106~ Kgllyen True was sent out on [l. 

foraging expedition to find food for his unit. He 
took the opportunity to defect to Governmcnt 
forces at .\n Tue in ninh Dinh Province. 

6. Nguyen Cam 

Cam is the son of a fll.rmer in Quang Till Prov­
ince. Born in 1029, he jojned the Viet Minh youth 
group in his horne village in 1046. In one year 
ho became" guerrilla fighter. In 1954, as the 
IndoohilliL vVar was drawing to f\. close, he was 
sen-ing with the Viet Minh 20th Batt>t1ion. In 
May 19ii5 he ,went to 11 orth Vict -1Iam with his 
unit. 

TIl healLh en·used his tmnsfer to u.n agricultural 
camp in 1958. By 1960 he was boek in uniform, 
sening in the 210Lh Regiment. In Mlty of that 
year he was assigned to " small group thttt ,vas 
to set 'Jp a metallurgical workshop. .Early in 1961 
he was sent to It metallurgic"l class in Nghe An 
Proyince. They were taught It simple form of 
cast-iron production, simple blast furnace con­
st11lction, fi.ncl similnr skills. Their instructor was 
an engineer from the Hanoi Indust.rial Depart­
ment. 

Their special course completed, Cam and his 
grou p of ~5 men prepared to go to South Viet­
Nam. They went by truck from t.heir training 
center at N ghe An to the LIW border. After 19 
days n"'rching through Laos, they arrived in the 
vicinity of Tchepone. There they waited for 3 
(bys until food supplies could be airdropped by It 

North VietnameRe plane. Nineteen days of wo.lk­
ing took them to the Laos-South Viet-Xnm border. 

Delayed en ronto by illness, Cam finally reached! 
hiR destmalion in November 1961. It W(LS It secret 
VC iron foundry in Kontum Pl'Oyince. Several 

iron ore deposits were nearby, and the hill people 
had long med the iron to make knives and simple 
tools. Cam's job was buiJding kilns to smelt the 
oro. The Viet Cong hoped to llse the iron for 
mines and grenades. 

On August 4, 1V63, Sergeant Cam went to a 
nearby village to buy salt for his group. On his 
return he founo his comrades had gone to one of 
their cultin,ted fields to gather eom, and he joined 
them. The group WtlR interrupted at, their work 
by (L Vietnamese Rauger compuny. After a brief 
fight Cam was taken prisoner. 

7. Nguyen Hong Thai 

Tha.i, 32 yeRI'S old, was born and grew up 1n 

Quang Ngni Province in South '"iet-Nam. After 
service with the Viet Minh he was moved to North 
Viet.-1Iam ,in 1954. After 3 years of milit.t.I'y serv­
ice he was assigned to a military fa,rm. In Decem­
her 1961 he WitS rCl .. l1ed t.o his forUler unit" the 
305th Division, and went to the speciR.l training 
('..amp at. XUiln ~ini in preparatioll for fighting wit.h 
tJle Yict. COllA' in Sout.h Viet_~T am. 

Training begun in .r anuary 1962 and lusted for 
4 months. The tmining group, designated the 
g2d Battalion, was compose.d of 650 men who came 
from \'arious branches of the X orth VietnameBe 

Nguyen Hong Thai. 
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army----w.gineers, artillery, airborne, transport, 
marines, and some factory workers n,nd students. 
Three·fourths of the training was military (guer· 
rilla tactics, ambushes, sa,.botage, et".) a.nd one­
fourth was politica1. In the luter, heavy emphMis 
was laid on the necessity for anned seizure of pow­
er in the South. 

Group 32 was divided into .. ",t.ions and began 
infiltrating to the south on July 14, 1962. It 
moved in three groups. Thai said it took his 
group more than 55 days tn t,ravel from North 
Viet-Nam througll L,ws to Quang Ngai Provinoo 
in the south. He reported that a11 the communi­
cations aud liaison stations on the route to South 
Viet-Nam are now operated by t:he n,nny of North 
Viet-Nam. SOOl1 aftej- his arrival in South Viet­
N am, Thai WM promoted to the rank of lieutenant. 
He was made a platoon leader in the 20th Viet 
Con~ Highland Battalion. In February 1963 the 
un it moved from Qunng Nllm to Kontum Province. 

Comhat conditions and the rigors of guerrilla 
life began to depress Thai. He said 'he wanted 
only to rejoin his family nnd live in peace. In 
September he ."ked nnd received pennission to 
visit. his family in Qunng N gai. When he got 
home, he surrendered to a Sout.h Vietnam ... "" Anny 
post .. 

8. Dao Kien Lap 

Lap is a civilian radio technician. He has been 
a member of the Communist Party in North Viet­
Nam since 1955. In Febmary 1963 he WM selected 
for assignment to South Viet-N am Where he was 
to work with the Liberation Front. He infil­
trated into South Viet·N /tm with a group of about 
70 civilian spedalists. They included doctors, 
pharma.cists, union organizers, radio specialists, 
propa!!'lndists, and youth organizers. One of the 
infiltrators in Dao's group was a man named Binh, 
publisher of the newspaper Labor of the Lao Dong 
Party. Another was a member of the city soviet 
of Hanoi. 

Thespecia1ists in Dao's group received 3 months 
of basic military training at. Son Tay, and then 
departed for the South in mid·.Tune. Their orders 
were to report, to the Central Office of the Viet 
Cong in South Viet-Nam where they would be as­
signed according to their individual specialties. 
Dao and Binh were to help run a radio station of 
the Liberation Front. 
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They trayeled through Laos and along the Viet­
N~m bord,,!', They had to stop for several weeks 
in Quang N am Province to recuperate from their 
travels. On October 1 they were directed by guides 
to a VC station in Ban Me Thuot. 

Dao said he had by then decided to defect to the 
Government authorities in the South. He set off 
with one companion, but they were separated as 
they crossed It swiftly flo"'ing river, Dao gave 
himself up itt a Government post in Ban Me Thuot 
on October 13, 1963. 

9. Tran Ngoc Linh 

Linh was a Viet Cong """ior sergeant, leader of 
a reconnaissance platoon. He is the son of a mid­
dle-class farm family in Tny Ninh Province, He 
served with I.he Viet Minh aga.inst the French and 
moved to North Viet-Nam in 1954. He spent the 
next 7 years in the North Vietnamese anny. In 
September 1962 Linh was assigued to the Xuan 
Mai training center at Ha Dong to prepare for 
duty in South Viet.-Nam. His group was given 
a 4-month refresher course in infa.ntry tactics with 
emphasis 011 guerrilla fighting. Then he received 
6 months of specia1 training in the use of mMhine­
guns against aircraft. Antiaircraft training has 
become an increasingly importnnt part of the· prep­
o.rs.tion of North Vietnamese troops assigued to 
the Viet Congo 



Linh and about 120 others made up the 406th 
Infiltration Group commander by Senior Captain 
Nguyen Van Do. They were divided into four 
platoons. During tbe final 2 weeks of prep&ratiOll 
each member of the group was issued new equip­
ment--blaek, pajama-like uniforms, a khaki uni­
form, a hammock, mosquito netting, rubber S8.n­

daIs, and other supplies, including two packeta IIf 
medicine. 

In the early morning hours of July 4., 1963, his 
group started ita journey. from the Xuan Mai 
training center outside Hanoi. The convoy of six 
Molotov trucks moved south a)Png Highwav \1.1 
to N ghe An Provin"" and then on to Quang Binh. 
On July 1 they arrived at the final processirur Bta­
tion near the Laos-North Viet-Nam border. There 
they turned in their North Vietnamese Army uni­
forms as well as all personal papers and anything 
else that might identify them as coming from the 
North. But their departure for the South was 
delayed for several weeks. In August they set 
oft' through Laos. 

Twice along the way Linh had to stop at liaison 
stations because of illness. When the infiltrators 
recovered from their illn_..s, they were formed 
into special groups to continne their penetration 
into Soutb Viet-Nam. Linh reported being de­
layed once for S days, and the _"nd time for 10 
days. 
. Finally, in the first week of November 196:1, 
Linh was sufficiently recovered to begin the final 
leg of his journey to a VC center where he was to 
be lISSigued to a combat unit. He and three others 
whll had been similarly delayed by attacks of ma­
laria and other sickness made up a group. They 
moved through the jungles of Quang Due Prov­
ince near the Cambodian border. On the morning 
of November 9 they crossed the Srepok River. 
Thenl they ran into a unit of the South Viet­
namese Army. One of the infiltrators was killed, 
Linh was taken pris.oner, and the other two Viet 
Cong escaped. 

These are typical Viet Cong. There ani many 
other officers like Tran Quoc Dan, technicians like 
Nguyen Thao, and simple soldiers like Nguyen 
True. They were born in South Viet-Nltm, 
fought against the French, and tben went north 
and served in the army of North Viet-Nam. They 
wenl ordered by the Communist rulers in Hanoi 

to reenter South Viet-N am. Violating the GeneVll. 
ae.cords of 1954 and 1962, they used the territory of 
neighboring Laos to infiltrate into the South. 
They are the means by which Communist North 
Viet-Nam is carrying out ita program of con­
quest in South Viet-Nam.' 

C. INFILTBATION OF NATIVE 
NORTH VIETNAMESE 

The Communist authorities in Hanoi are now 
assigning native North VietnlLl1lllge in increasing 
nnmoors to join the VC forces in South Viet­
N am. Henltofore, those in charge of the infiltra­
tion eft'ort have sought to fill their quotas with 
soldiers and others born in the South. The 90,-
000 troops that moved from South Viet-Nam to 
the North when the Creneva accords ended the 
Indochina War bave provided Itn invaluable 
nlservoir for this purpose. Now, appanlntiy, that 
source is running dry. The casualty rate has been 
high, and obviously many of those who wenl in 
fighting trim 10 years ago are no longer up to the 
rigors of guerrilla war. 

In any case, nlports of infiltration by native 
North Vietnamese in significant numbers have 
been received in Saigon for several months. It 
is estimated that as many as 15 per<>!lnt of the 
mOnl than 4,400 Vie( Cong who are known to have 
entered the South in the first 8 months of 1964 
were natives of North Viet-Nam. 

Vo Thanh Vinh was born in Nghe An Province 
in North Veit-Nam in 1936. He was captured hy 
South Vietnamese forces on May 5, 1964_ He 
described himself as .. military security officer. 
He infiltrated into South Viet-N8.IIl in April 1964 
with a group of 34 police and security officers 
from the N ort h. 

Another native North Vietnamese captured in 
the South was VC Private First Class Vo Quyen. 
His home was in Nam Dinh Provin"". He was a 
member of the 2d Battalion of the North Viet­
namese army's 9th Regiment.. He said the entire 
battalion had infiltrated into South Viet-Nam 
between February and May last year. He was 
captured in an Iletion in Quang Tri Provin"" on 
Julv 4. He told interrogators thllt the bulk of 

1 See appendIx C tt>r additional details on mllltal"Y 
lnlIItr&toro. 
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his unit WII& composed of young draftees from 
North Viet-Nam. 

I.e Pluim Hung, also a. priva.te first c1a.ss, was 
ca:ptured 00 July 7 in Thua Thien Province. He 
is .. native of Nam Dinh in North Viet-Nam. 
Drafted for military service in May 1963, he WII& 

in the 324th Division. His group, consisting solely 
of 90 North Vietnamese dmftees. infiltrated into 
South Viet-Nam in May 1964. He reported that 
a.notber compa.lly of North Vietn8lllese entered 
the South at the same time 11& his unit. 

A former member of the 90th VC Battalion re­
ported that, his unit had been reinforced by native 
North VietnMlese troops earlier this year. Le 
Thua Phuong, an information cadre and .. native 
of Quang Ngai Province in the Sout h, surrendered 
to <k>vernment forces on April 23, 1964, He said 
that the 90th Battalion had l"E'Ceived 80 North 
Vietn8lllese repla.cements in February. 

A medical technician named Hoanl!' Thung was 
raptured in Thua Thien Province on .Tuly 4, 1964. 
He said he had infiltrated into the South in late 
1963 with a group of 200 Vi!'t Cong, the majority 
of whom were ethnic nort herners, 120 of t·hem 
dmftA!eg. 

These reports destroy one more fiction which 
the authorities in Hanoi have sought so long to 
promote-that the fil!'htinl!' in the South wtu! a 
matter for the South Vietnamese. They underline 
Hanoi's determination to press its campaign of 
conquest. with every available resouree. 

D. INFILTRATION OF VIET CONG 
AGENTS 

No effort to subvert another nation tu! elaborate 
as that being conducted by the Ho Chi Minh re­
gime alZllinst South Viet-Nam ran succeed without 
an intelligence-j!lIthering ot'/VInization, Recogniz­
ing this, the authorities in Hanoi have developed 
an extensive espiona~ effort. An essential part 
of that eJl'ort is the regular assignment of secret 
agoots from the North to South Viet-Nam. 

The heart of the VC intelligence ot'/VInization 
is the Central Research Agency in Hanoi (..,., sec· 
tion IV, C). Communi.t agents are regularly dis­
patched from North Viet-Nam, sometimes for 
brief assignments but often for long periods. 
Many of these agents mo"e into South Viet-Nam 
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along the infiltration trails through Laos; others 
are carried by hoots along the coasts and 
landed at prearrnnged sites. A special maritime 
infiltmtion group htu! been developed in North 
Viet-Nam, with its opemtions centered in H .. 
Tinh and Quang Binh Provinces just north of the 
17th parallel. 

L Maritime Infiltration 

The fo)lowing ease iIlustmtes the methods of 
maritime infiltration of secret "II"nts used by the 
Communist1'ej!'ime in North Viet-Nam: 

In July 1962 a North Vietnamese inte1.l.ig1!nce 
agoot named Nguyen Viet Duong bej!an training 
to infiltrate South Viet-Nam. A nati'Vie south­
erner, he had fought against the French and had 
gone to North Viet-Nam after the war ended. Se­
lected for intelligence work, he was !U!signed to the 
Centml Research A~ncy in 1959. 

After a period of intensive instruction in radio 
traI1&Ilission, coding and dreoding, and other skills 
of the intelligence trade, he was given false identity 
papers and other supplies and was tran..ported to 
the South. His principal task was to set up a cell 
of agents to collect military information, He lIew 
from Hanoi to DonI! Hoi, and from there the mari­
time infiltmtion group took him by boat to South 
Viet-Nam. That was in August 1962. 

In January 1963 Duong reported to Hanoi that 
he had run into difficulties. His money and 
pa.pers had been lost, and he had been forced to 
take refuge with VC contacts in another province. 
Another agent was selected to go to South Viet­
N am_ One of his assignments was to contact 
Duon!?, find out details of what happened to him, 
and help Duong reestablish himself tu! a VC agent. 
The man selected for the task was Senior Captain 
Tran Van Tan of the Central Research Agency. 

Tan had already been picked to go to the South 
to establish a clandestine VC communications ""n­
ter. Making contact with Duong was one of his 
secondary assignments. After intensive prepara­
tions Tan was ready to move to South Viet-Nam 
in March. He was transferred to an embarkation 
base of the maritime infiltration group just north 
of the 17t.h parallel. 

He was joined by t hrae other VC agents and the 
captain and three crewmen of the hoot that would 
take them south. All were ¢ven false identity 
papers to conform to their false names, They 



also were provided with fishermen's permits, 
South Vietnamese voting eards, and draft cards 
or military discharge papers. The boat c"'ptain 
received a boat registration book, crew lists, and 
several South Vietnamese permits to wnduct 
business. 

The agents and boatmen were given cover stories 
to tell if captured. Each man had to memorize 
not only the details of his own story but the names 
IIJId some details about each of the others. The 
agents had to become familiar with simple boat 
procedures so they wuld pass as legitimate fisher­
men. 

The expedition lett the embarkation port on 
April 4. In addition to the four agents the boat 
carried six carefully sealed boxes containing a 
generator, several radios, some wen pons, and a 
large supply of South Vietnamese currency. They 
alro carried some chemica.ls and materials for 
making false identificlllion papers. Their desti­
nation WIUl a landing site on the coast of Phuoc 
Tuy Province. 

Soon after leaving North Viet-Nam the VC boat 
encountered high winds and rough seas. On April 
7 the storm became violent. The boat tossed and 
threatened to capsize. Strong northeasterly winds 
forced it ever closer to shore. Finally the boat 
c",ptain, Nguyen Xit, ordered that the six boxes be 
thrown overboard. This was done, and the boat 
then was beached. The eight men decided to split 
up into pairs and try to make contact with VC 
forces. They buried their false papers and set 
onto Six of the eight were captured almost imme­
diately by authorities in Thu .. Thien Province., 
and the other two ..... ere taken several days later. 

2. Student Propaganda Agents 

The st udent population of Sout h Viet-N am is an 
important target group for VC propagandiats. 
These agents seek to win adherents for the Com­
munist cause among young workers, students in 
high schools e.nd universities, and the younger 
officers and enlisted men in the Armed Forces of 
the Republic of Viet-Nam_ 

Typical of the agents sent into South Viet· 
~am for this purpose is Nguyen Van Vy, a 19-
year·old VC propagandist. He is a native of the 
Vinh Linh District in North Viet-Nam, just north 
of t.he Demilitarized Zone. He was a member of 
a Communist Pluiy youth group in his native 

village. He was recruited for propaganda work 
in the South in the fall of 1962. He ,~as one of 
40 young persons enrolled in a special political 
training course given by the Communist Party 
in his district. 

The first phase of the training consisted of 
political indoctrination covering such subjects as 
the advance of eOlnmunism, the North Vietnamese 
plan for winning control of the country, the re­
sponsibility of youth in furthering this plan, t,he 
war in the South, and the need for propaganda 
supporting the Liberation Front. 

Those who successfully completed t.he first phase 
were selected for the second level of training, the 
so-called technical training phase. In this the 
trainees were given their mission in the South. 
Vy was told he should infiltrate int.o South Viet­
Nam and there surrender to the authorities, de­
scribing himself as a defector who was "tired of 
the miserable life in the North." He was to say 
he wanted to complete his schooling, which was 
impossible in the North. He was told to ask 
to live with relatives in the South so he could go 
to school. Once his story waS accepted and he 
was enrolled in a school, he was to begin his work 
of propagandizing other students. He was to 
wait. for a or 4 months, however, until he was no 
longer the subject of local suspicion. He was 
assigued to work under an older agent to whom 
he had to report regularly. 

A third member of the team was a younger man 
who was to assist Vy. The three were t.o infil­
trate into South Viet-Nam separately and to meet 
there at a rendezvous point. 

At first Vy wns to do no more than to observe 
his fellow students c.arefully, collecting biographi­
cal data on them and studying their personalities, 
capabilities, and aspirations. He was then to S&­

leet those he thought might be most inIluenced by 
Communist propaganda and try to make friends 
with them. 

Once he had selected targets, he was to begin to 
inlluence them favorably toward the North and 
to implant Communist propaganda. He was re­
sponsible then for bringing into his organization 
those he had influenced effectively. These individ­
uals were to be given tlleir own propaganda assigu­
ments to work on other students. 

Students who wanted to evade military service 
in the Government forces were considered prime 
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targets. Where possible, Vy was to help them 
get to North Viet-X am. He was also told to make 
contact with any students who had been picked up 
by the allthorities for suspected Communist aclid­
ties. These, too, were to be helped to escape to 
North Viet-N am. Any useful infonnation con­
ceming de"elopments in the South or military 9.C­

th'ities were to be reported through his superior, 
Nj!Uyen Van Phong. 

In cnse he became suspect, he was either to make 
his own way bock to North Viet-Nam or to go i!,-to 
the jungle and try to contact a VC unit. 

Yy entered South Viet-Nam on January 2, 1963, 
by swimming across the Ben Hai River. He en­
countered an elderly fanner who led him to the 
locnl authorities in Hai Gu. There he told his 
story but it waS not belie,·ed. He then admitted his 
t rue mission. 

3. Other Agents 

The Communist authorities in North Viet-Nam 
send their agents into South Yiet-Nam by R wide 
vRriety of means. A fe ... like Ngnyen Van Vy 
cross the demilitarized zone, more infilt.rate by 
sea, and still more along the infiltration routes 
through Laos. But there are other methods for 
entering South Viet-Nam. VC espionage agent 
Tran Yan Bui attempted one such method. 

Bui was a graduate of the espionage training 
school in Haiphong, North Yiet-Nam. He com-

pleted a special 6-month course in July 1962. 
The training included political indoctrination, but 
most of the time was spent on such tlJings as use 
of weapons, preparing booby traps, and methods 
of sabotage. He was also given instruction in 
methods for enlisting help from hoodlums, draft 
dodgers, and VC sympathizers. Once in South 
Viet-Nam, he was to organize a small unit for 
sabotage and the collection of infonnation. On 
specific assignment by his superiors he was to be 
ready to sabotage ships in Saigon harbor and to 
blow up gasoline and oil storage points and Viet­
namese Anny installations. He was told to be 
prepared to assassinate Vietnamese oIlicials and 
AlIIeriean personnel. 

In September 1962 Bui was given his mission 
assignment. He WRS to hide aboard a foreign 
ship. When discovered, he was to claim to be a 
refugee who wanted to "escape" to South Viet­
Nam. He was given an automatic pistol with 
silencer, some explosive devices, and a small knife 
that could inject poison into the body of a victim. 

Bui stole aboard a foreign ship in Haiphong 
harbor. After 3 days at sea-when he was sure 
the ship would not tum around-Bui surrendered 
to the ship's captain. When the ship arrived in 
Bangkok, Bui was turned o,er to the Thai author­
ities. They in turn released him to the South 
Yielnamese 8S he had requested. But in Saigon 
his true mission was disclosed and he made a full 
confession. 

II. Hanoi Supplies Weapons, Ammunition, and 
Other War Materiel to Its Forces in the South 

When Hanoi launched the VC campa.ign of ter­
ror, violence, a.nd subversion in earnest in 1959, 
the Communist forces relied mainly on stocks of 
weapons and ammunition left over from the war 
against the French. Supplies sent in from North 
Viet-Nam came largely from the same source. As 
the military campa.ign progressed, the Viet Cong 
depended heavily on weapons captured from the 
Anned F orres in South Viet -N am. This remains 
an important source of weapons and ammunition 
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for the Viet Cong. But as the pace of the war 
has quickened, requirements for up-to-da.te anus 
and spedal types of weapons ha ve risen to a point 
where the Viet Cong ealU10t rely on captured 
stocks. Hanoi has undertaken a program to re­
equip its forces in the South with Communist­
produced weapons. 

Large and increasing quantities of military 
supplies are entering South Yiet-Nam from out­
side the country. The principal supply point is 



North Viet-Nnm which provides a convenient , . 
channel for materiel t,hllt originlltes in Communist 
China. and ot.her Communist. ('ountries. 

An incre.llsing number of wen.pons ,from external 
Conununist sourc.es haNe heen seized in the South. 
These include such weapons as 5701"'. and 7511110. 
recoilless rifles, dual-purpose mllchilleguns, ro(,ket 
launcher.;, large mOiturs, lind untitnnk mines . 

..:\. new group of Chinese ComIllunist·mnnnfar.­
tured wen pons has recently appe"""'\ in VC 
hands. These include the 7_62 semillutomlllic ell.r­
bine, 7.62 light mltchinegun. aud the 7.(\2 assll"lt 
rifle.. These weapons and ammuuition for them, 
manufactured in Communist Chinn. in 1962, wel'e 
first e"ptured in December 1964 in Chuong Thien 
Provin~. Similar weapons have since been seized 
in each of the four Corps areus of Son!.h Viet.­
K am. Also e"ptured have been Chinese Com­
munist. antitank grenade htunchers and a,mmuni· 
t.ion made in China in 1963. 

One c'"ptured Viet. Cong told his captors thnt 
his entire company ha,d been supplied recent.iy 
with modern Chinese weapons. The reequipping 
of \T units wit.h It 'type of weapons tlmt re­
qn.il''e IlJHfllllllit ion und parts from outside South 
Viet·Nam indicates the growing l'ontidence of the 
n.uthorities in Hanoi in the effectiveness of their 
supply lines into the South. 

I ncontl'overtiuJe evidem.:e of Hanoi's elnuorato 
program to supply its forces in the South wit.h 
wcOl,pons, n.mmunitioll, and ot.her supplies has ftC­
cumulated over the years. Dramat.ic: new proof 
was exposed just as this report. was being 
completed. 

On 'Feb'"ary 16, 1965, "n American helicopter 
pilot. flying "long the South Viet.Iutmese eoast. 
sighted It suspicious vessel. It WItS i:L cargo ship 
of "II estimated lOO-ton c"pncity, carefully cam­
ouflaged and moored just offshore >LIong t.he. coast, 
of Phu Yell Province. Fighter planes that ap-

ChiBI!M Comlnuni.r 75 mrn. recoille .. rifle captured in An XuyeR PrOfJince in Sep •. 1963. 

15 



Part 0/ tM hull (Ie/I) 0/ a North Yietnarne.e carKo dip Klhid. deli"ered a hu«e "pply 0/ arrru and ammunition 101M 
Yie& Con«. " KIa •• ullk along lhe COd" 0/ Phu Yen Province by Soulh Yie'llDmeIe aircra/1. More dum 100 
10,.. 0/ mililary . upplie. were .eised. 

proached the vessel met machinegun fire from 
guns on the deck of the ship and from the shore 
as well. A Vietnamese Air Forc,e strike was 
IUlUlChed lIgainst the vessel, and Vietmtmese Gov­
ernment t roops moved into the "!'ell. They seized 
the ship after " bitter fight. with the Viet Congo 

The ship, which hnd been sunk in shallow water, 
had discha rged a huge cargo of anus, amm'Uli­
tion, and other supplies. Documents found 011 

the ship .. nd on the bodies of several Viet Cong 
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ahoard identified the vessel as having come from 
North Viet-Nam. A newspaper in the c"bin "".s 
from Hltiphong and wus dllted January 23, 106[,. 
The supplies delivered by the ship-thousu.nds of 
wel:1 pons <lnd more than a. milli on rounds of alll­

munition-wel'e n.Jrnost. ull of Communist ol'igin, 
laq?"ely from Commnnist Chi I'" lind Czechoslo­
vakia, us well as North Viet.-Nam. At Ie:L,t IOO 
tons of military supplies were discovered neaT 
the ship. 



Par' o/.he huge .we' 0/ ChineN and oth.,. Communi., lHapon. and ammunition lei.ed /rom .he Yie' Cong in Phu 
Yen Provinee in Feb. 1965. .4. /Vorlh Yie.name.e mili.ary cargo ~el$eI which deli~ered ,1M ar"" 1(10' .unk. 
More ,htln 100 Ion. 0/ UJeaponlJ and alftlftuni,ion Illere Ctlp,ured. (For other pidure. 0/ lhi. ;nciden" .lee 

appendix E.) 

A preliminary survey of the cache nenr the 
sunken vessel from Hanoi listed the following 
supplies and weapons: 

-approximately 1 million rounds of smull-arms 
anununition; 

-more than 1,000 stick grenades; 
-500 poullds of TNT ill prepared charges; 
-2,000 rounds of 82 mnl. mortal' ammunition; 
-500 antitank grenades; 
-500 rounds of 57 mm. recoilless riAe '>11unu-

nition ~ 

-more than 1,000 rounds of 75 mm. recoilless 
rifle ammunition; 

-one '5; mIn. recoilless rifle; 
-2 hea''Y mll"hineguns; 
-~,OOO, 7.95 Mauser rifles; 
-more than 100, 7.62 carbines; 
-1,000 submachineguns; 
-15 light machineguns; 
-500 ritles; 
-500 pounds of medic.,l supplies (with labels 

from North Viet-Nam, COlTlmwlist Chilln, 
Czechoslovakia, En..~t Germany, Soviet Un ion, 
and other sources). 
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The ship was f"irly new and had been made in 
Communist China. Documents aboard the ship 
included three North Vietnamese nautical charts 
(one of the Haiphong area and one of Hong Gay, 
both in North Viet-N am, and one of the Tra Vinh 
area of South Viet-Nam). The military health 
records of North Vietnamese soldiers were found. 
One man had It politicul history sheet showing he 
\VIIS a member of the 338th Division of the North 
Vietnamese army. (See Appendix E.) 

Also aboard the North Vietnumese ship were: 
an instruction book for II Chinese Communist 
navigational device; ,postcards and letters to ad­
dresses in North Viet-Nnm; snapshots, including 
one of a group of men in North Vietnamese army 
uniforms 'Ulder a flng of the Hanoi government. 

Members of the I.C.C. and representatives of 
the free press visited the sunken North Vietnamese 
ship and vie"'ed it.>; cargo. The incident itself 
underlined in the most dramatic form that Hanoi 
is behind the continuing campaign of aggression 
nimed at conquering South Viet-N am. It made 

120 round. 0/ ClaineN Comrruuu., 75 mm. ammurd.ion, 
lor ret:oUle •• riJle-=-pan 0/ rhe huge caCM 01 YC 
tDeapona and .uppli~ cap,ured Id DinJa Tuon, in Det!. 
1963. 

7:61S-438 0----M-----4 

unmistakably clear that what is happening in 
South Viet-Nam is not an internal affair but part 
of a large-scale carefully directed and supported 
progra.m of armr..d att.ack on n sovereign state and 
a free people. 

There have been previous seizures of htrge 
stocks of ammunition "'Id weapons D.nd other mili­
tary supplies t.hat conld only have come from 
Communist SOUTCes outside South Viet-Nom. In 
December 1963 a Republic of Viet-l'Iam force at­
tacked a VC stronghold in Dinh Tuong Province 
southwest of Saigon. A large o.,che of VC equip­
ment was seized. Included in the captured stocks 
were the following weapons and ammunition, all 
of Chinese Communist manufactnre: 

-One 90 mm. rocket launcher; 
-2 carbines (type 53); 
-120 rounds of 75 mm. recoilless rifte ammwli-

tion; 
-120 delonating fuzes for recoilless rifte am-

munition; 
-14,000 rounds of 7.62 (type P) ammunition; 
-160,000 rounds of 7.62 carbine ammunition; 
~150 fuzes for mortar shells; 
-100,000 rounds of 7.92 l\1auser-type ammuni-

tion; 
-110Ibs. (approximate) of TNT; 
-Two 60 mm. mortars. 

These weapons and ammunition are the saUle as 
rhose used in the North Vietnamese finny. Some 
of the 7.r.2 mm. Itmmunition was manufactmred 
as recently as 1962.' 

Maleriel is sent into South Viet-Nam frOln the 
North by • variety of methocls-{)verland, by ri ver 
,\lId canal, and by sea. III one instance Yietnamese 
troops disc-overeel a cache in which the 75 mm. am­
munition alone weighed approximately 1'12 tons. 
It has been est.imnteel that it. would require more 
than 150 porters to carry this quantity of ammuni­
tion over rough terrain. However, a few sampans, 
each mllnneel by a few men, could transport it with 
little difficulty. It is worth noting, in this con­
nection, that the delta where the cache of materiel 
WitS seized has 460 miles of seacoast as well as 

10n Jan. 20. 1964, tbe G01'ernment of tbe Republlc of 
Vlet-Nam supplim! th.e InteMiational Control Commission 
wit.h Q. lI~t ot weapollii. ammunition, Rnd other eqlltl)ment 
of CotD.1.lluni8t. ori~in. captured in South Vlet.·)Jam since 
June 1962. The list is summarized 10 appendtx D. 
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2,500 miles of canals navigable by large water 
craft and Mother 2,200 miles of C&Ilals over which 
sampans can move easily. Much of the transport 
of large stocks of ammunition is undoubtedly 
wateroorne for at least much of its travel into 
South Viet-N am.' 

Large quantities of chemical components for 
explosives have been sent into South Viet-Nam for 
the Viet Congo During 1963 the ...... were at least 
If> incidents in which boats, junks, orS&lIlpans were 
seized with explosives aboard. More than 20 tons 
of potassium chlorate or nitrate Were captumd. 
All these cases were in the delta area, Md the ma­
jority were on or near the l{ekong River_ Red 

• PhotogTBpbs of additional Viet Cone weapons and 
ammunition of Communist orlgln are contained In ap­
pendix E. 

phoeplmrus made in Communist China has been 
among the chemicals captomd from the Viet Cong. 

The Communists have shown ext ...... me sensitivity 
to exposure of the faet that war maturiel i. going 
to the Viet Gong hom North Viet-Nam, Commu­
nist China, and other ('_Ollist countries. A 
secret document captumd from a VC agent last 
year refteeted this sensitivity_ The document was 
sent from VC military h-'qua.rters in Bien Hoe. 
Province to subordinate units- It ordemd them 
to "pay special attention to the removal of all the 
markings and letters on weapons of. an types cur­
rently employed by units and agencies and manu­
factumd by friendly East European democratic 
countries or by China." It Said incriminating 
marking should be chiseled off "so that the enemy 
cannot use it as It propaganda theme every time 
he captures these weapo!lS-" 

III. North 
South 

Viet-Nam: Base for Conquest of the 

The Third Lao Don~ Party Congress in Hanoi 
in September 1960 set forth two tasks for its 
members: "to carry out the socialist revolution in 
North Viet-Sam" and "to liberate South Viet­
Nam." 

The resolutions Df Ihe congress desc.rihed the 
effort to destroy the le~l Government in South 
Viet-Nam as folloW>!: "The revolution in the South 
is 11 protracted, hard, and complex process of 
stnlg~le, combining many forms of struggle of 
great activity and ftexibility, ranging from lower 
10 hi~her, and taking ns its basis the building, 
consolidation, and development of the revolution­
ary power of the maSSl!S-" 

At the September meeting the Communist lead­
ers in the North called for fonnation of "a broad 
nalional united fmnL" Three months later Ha­
noi announced creation of the "Front for Libera­
tion of the South." This is the organization that 
Communist pro~anda now credils with guiding 
the forces of subversion in the South; it is pie-
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tumd as an org&nizalion established and run by 
the psople in the Souili themselves. At the 1960 
La<> Dong Party Coognlss the tone was different. 
Then, even before the front existed, the Com­
munist leaders were iS8l1ing orders for the group 
that was being organized behind the scenes in Ha­
n.oi. "This front mns! rally . _ ."; "The aims of 
its struggle are _ . _"; "The front mns! carry 
out ... "-this is the way Hanoi and the Com­
munist Party addl"UlSed the "Liberation Front" 
even before its founding. 

The Liberation Front is Hanoi's creation; it is 
neither independent nor southern, and what it 
seeks is not liberation but sobjugation of the 
South-

In his addn!o!s to the Th.inI. La<> Dong Pmy 
Clongrees, pari;y and government l-'er Ho Chi 
Minh spoke of the necessity "to step up the socialist 
revolution in the North and, at the same time, to 
step up the national democratic people's revolution 
in the South." 



The year before, writing for Red Flag, the 
Communist Party newspaper of Belgium, Ho had 
said much the same thing: 

Vle are buildjng soctalism ill Vlet-~am. but we aTt> 

building it in only one part ot the country. wbIle in the 
other part we still have to direct and bring to a d()se the 
middle-class df'mocratic and anti·imperiaUst r~oh.tiQn. 

In the same vein, the coIllIIl&llder-in -chief of the 
North Vietnam_armed forees, Vo Nguyen Giap, 
spoke at the 1960 party cong:ree; of the need to 
"step up the national democratic people's re1'olu­
tion in the South," Earlier in the year, writing 
for the Communist Party journal Hoc Tap in 
Hanoi, General Giap described the North as 
"the revolutibtUIry base for the whole cmmtry." 

Le Du....., a member of the Politburo and first 
secretary of the Lan Dong Party, was even more 
explicit when he talked at the p&rty congress about 
the struggle in the South and the party's role. 
After noting the difficulties inmlved in overthrow-­
ill!!, the existing order in South Viet-Nam, Le 
Duansaid: 

Henee the 80Uthem people's revolutionary stl"llggle 
will be long, drawn out, and arduous. It is not a simplt" 
~8 but a C'Ompileated oDe~ combinlbg many V8 ried 
forms ot Ntl'1'.1DIe--trom elementary to advanced. legal 
and ilk'gaJ.......-and based on the huUd1ng. ('(In~lidfttloo. and 
development of the revolutionary force of the masses. 
In tbis ~. 106 1mtei eoneftJ.1'I.tlg j~tn'i/IJ Qur M;U. 

«arityand the orgGnizaiirm and edu<'8tiQn 0/ tM people of 
tI/(, South • ..• 

Another high official of the Hanoi regime, 
Truong Chinh, writing in the party organ Hoc 
Tal' in April 1961, expressed confidence in the 
success of the struggle to remove the legal Go,.­
ernment in South Viet-Nam bemuse: "North 
Viet-Nam is being rapidly consolidated and 
strengthened, ill pro"iding good lI'Ul'port to the 
South Vietnam" .. f'crolution., and i .. serving as 
a st1'O'ng base for the struggle for national 
1*euni ficatl£m.." 

He outlined the steps by which the Communists 
expect to achieve control o\'er all Yiet-~am as 
follows: The "Liberation Front" would destroy 
the present Government in the South; a "Coal i-

tion CrOvemment" would be established; this gOy­
ernment would agree with the North Vietnamese 
gO\'ernment, in Hanoi regarding national reunifi­
cation "under one form or another." It. takes 
little imagination to understand the form that is 
intended. 

"Thus," wrote Truong Chinh, "though South 
V iet-N a,m will be liberated by 1Ibnpeaceful means, 
the party policy of achieving peaceful national 
reunification is still correct." 

The official government radio in Hanoi is used 
both overtly and covertly to support the Viet 
Cou!!' effort in South Viet-Nam. Captured agents 
have testified that the broadcasts are used some­
times to send instnlCtions in veiled code to Viet 
Cong representatives in the SOuth. 

Hoc Tap stated frankly in MaITh 196.3: "They 
[the authorities in South Viet-Nam] are well 
aware that North Viet-Nam i~ the firm base for 
the 8muhe,.,. revolution and the point on which it 
leans, and that auf' party is the steady and expe­
rienood vanguard unit of the working class and 
people and i8 the brain and factor that decides all 
"ietfYri& of the revolution." 

In April 1964 the Central Commit!"" of the Lao 
Dong Party issued a directive to all party echelons. 
It stated: "When the forces of the enemy and the 
plots of the enemy are considered, it is realized 
that the cad_. pa:rty memberst. and people in 
North Viet-Nam mmt ... increase thei,. SeMe of 
responsibility in regard t{) the South Viet-Nam 
Tero/ution by g;,};ng pasith'e and praeacal INp­
port to South Viet-Nam in et·ery Peld." 

Nguyen Chi Thanh, writing in a Hanoi news­
paper in May 1963, uuderlined the importance of 
the role of the North Yietnamese army in Hanoi's 
plans to unify "iet-Nam under Communist rule: 

"Our party set forth two strategic tasks to be 
carried out at the same time: to transform and 
build socialism in the North and to struggle to 
unify the country. Our army i. an instrll11UJnl of 
the oh ... , .tnlggle in rarrying out these two stra­
tegk ta.,ks." 
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