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-~ Though a military man, I must tell you that this

wer cannot be won militarlily, it cennot be won
unless ve win the people’s hearts.

Ma jor General DUONG VAN MINH
(Answer to & question from a forelgn correspon-
dent)

This is dedicated to all my campatriots of Chil tribe
as & tribute to their indomitable grllantry in the
heroic resistance agminst the Red aggressors for the
safeguard of our common FREEDOM

The author
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THE TOUGHEST ANTI-RED MONTAGRARD TRIRE IN VIET-KAM

By Captain NGUYEN VAN NGHIEM

Of late, in the wide evacuation movement of anti-Red Montagnard
tribes in the High Plateau, there appears the most outstanding end va-
liant ons : the CHIL tribe.

With a population of some 14,000 people, the Chil tribe live in the
North of Dalat City. This iz & very high mountainous ares having in the
North the Yangsin ridge with the highest peak of 2,163 m., in the East
the Bidoup ridge with the highest peak of 2,287m., and in the South the
Lang Bian ridge with the highest pemk of 2,163m. These ranges of moun-
taine jJoining eech other make up something like a bow surrounding a vsl-
ley crossed by the Krong Kno river fram Esst to West. Krong Xno is a
big river. It forms with Krong Ana river the Sprepok river, a tributary
of the Mekong river (Map No. 1).

Thepe ranges of mountains constitute alsc the natural borderes sepae-
rating the Chil tribe from others such as Mnong ger, and M'nong Knong
in the North, Tring end Rogleal in the Emst, Churu and Lat (Koho) in
the South.

Toward the West, the terrain gradually slopes down and presents no
clear-cut borders. Chil tribesmen live as far as Lien Hung, Phey Srunh
sreas near the road # 21 A Bammethuot - Lac Thien - Lien Khuong end
mix with Me and M'nong Gar tribesmen.

According to the anthropoligists' theory, the Chil tribe is from
Indonesian origin. Their dialect is classif'ied into the Mon Khmer cate-
gory. Its scope covers the dimlects of natives in Burma, Thailand, Ma-
lgysia, end the Khmer. 1In Vietnam, Vietnamese lunguage, and the dialects
of Muong, Khatu, Teu, Die, Sedang, Rongao, Bahnar, M'nong, Chil, Koho,
Ma, Stieng pertain to this category.

Indeed, in the Chil dialect, thera are meny words which sound like
Vietnamese words. For exarple, if you count from 1 to 10, you will
find that € of Chil terme are analogous to Vietpamese ones :

Mot - Hai - Ba - Bon - Nan - Sau - Bay - Tam - Chin - Muoi
Dl - Bar - Be - Puon - Pram - Preu - Pon - Pham - 3in - Jot

In addition, many Chil terms are exmctly the same as Vietnamese
ones, such as :
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Me - Con - Mat - Mui - Tay - Ha
Me - Kon - Mat - Mui - Te - Ha

According to Eoho dimlect, the term Chil has & disperaging meaning,
and is used to designate primitive people, kncwing nothing about hyglene.
It is Just like the term " Moi " used by the lowlanders. Recently, under
the influence of the term " Montagnard campatriots ™ used by the low-
landers, Koho and Churu tribesmen began to call Chil tribesmen " Bonom "
i.e. the highlenders. Based on an antique song hended down traditionslly
the Chil tribe origin is as follows :

From time immemorial, when the earth, the heavens, and the universe
as & vhole were sti}l inexistant, a couple of angals whose husband was
H'Thup Thur and wife Lan Dun forged the earth and with their magicel
powers brought into being the sun, the moon and also the stars to give
light to the earth by day and by night.

At firet, the earth was etill soft, then in the long run, 1t became
dry end turned into stone. Mr. E'Thup Thur and Mrs. [an Pun moulded a
man and a wvoman named respectively He Nghe and K'Nghe to rule the earth.
They married each other. That vas the first married couple of the man-
kind.

The Ha Kghe gave birth to a boy and a girl. The boy was named
Ha Do and the girl K'Dong. When grown up, they also got married and
hed a large progeny.

At first, not knowirg how to build housee, the ancestors of men
lived in grottos. Plants, soll and wvater being absent, they had to live
on & special drug and drank wvater fram a mollusc (?). One day, they
heard " tick tick " sounds caming from vader a block of stone. Immedia-
tely they Joined forces together to push it aside. A crab appeared on
the spot then up sprang a limpid water stream in which numerous strange
creatures such as eels, fish etec. suctessively ceme into sight. This
stream flowed day and night, year after year, without interruption. As
it advanred, rocks were eroded forming lands, plains, rivers, lekes,
ponds, and oceans. Ever since, rains began to fall, plante to spring
up with a tender green and other animels came into being.

Men were then wery happy. They assembled to sing and dance on the
benk of the strange stream. Later, they discovered howv to grow plants
for food and to reise livestock to be sacrified to deities.

Then cone a moment when the cffsprings of Mr. and Mrs. N'Thup Thur
vere so crowded that their cultivated lands could not support all of
them. So they had to part from one another to be in quest of new lands.
Befare going to every corner of the earth, they held a meeting in which
they decided that something should be made which would be high enough to
be seen from even far away areas so that they could locate the place of
their howeland when they felt like visiting it. BEverybody suggested that
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they should imitate the termites which carry dust to form mounds, to
erect a very high mountain. Thie was a very hard job becsuse the soil
ves soft, and as & result, the higher was the mountain the more it was
exposed to landslides. At last, they had to make e scaffolding to keep
the land from sliding end introduced e custom eccording to which, be-
fore going to be married, a young girl must glve to the bridegroom's
family a number of gongs. These sre applied to the mountein to make it
more solid. Upon completion of the work, the mountain was named Lang-
Bian and the men began to set out locking for a living all over the
world.

Among those who emigrated to other areas, there were 6 sisters of
a family respectively named Kgrup, Kgrum, Kgram, Kgro Kpac and K'Nghe-
Knge. The descendants of Kgrup were the forefathers of the Cham, those
of Kgrum, the Churu, those of Kgram, the Chil, those of Kgro, the Lat
(Koho), those of Kpac, the Ma. As for the descendants of Knghe and
Knga, they went down to the plain and were the ancestors of the low-
landers. This is the reason whky the Chil tribesmen believe that the
Chem, the Churu, the Chil, the Koho, the Ma and lowlanders are brothers.

Befare living scatteringly, the Chil lived in villeges called "Bon".
Each Bon had 100 to 500 people.

The Chll tribesmen adopt the matriarchy. Women propose to men and
children assume their mother's femily neme. All the income produced in
the family belongs to the wife., In the old days, the Chil lived in
lorge femilies. Parents, aunts, brothers and sisters lived in the same
one~-story house 20 ar 30 metere long. The house was divided into many
canpartments, each occupied by & small family with a lower foor on ei-
ther side and a passageway in the middle.

The kitchen was inastalled right on the pmssageway, there were as
meny kitchens as families. Latrines were built inside the house with
a bamboo outlet pipe. IDme to lack of sanitation, the death rate is se-
rious, as a result, the population of the tribe could not increase.

Later, Chil Protestant pestors undertook to improve the living
standard of their co-tribesmen, and were the first to build one-story
house in the lowlander style with kitchens apart. Progressively the in-
habitents in Bon imitated them. Nowadeys, no Chil tribesmen live in
large family under the pame long roof as before.

A Bon is administered by a Bon chief and other officers. These
officers are in charge of cadastre, trade and exchange, road maintensn-
ce, customs, and mores, marriages ete. Every year, the officer in char~
ge of cedastre shows to tribesmen the areas to be cleared for cultiva-
tion. The officer in charge of trede acts as a middlemgn vho explains
to dealers coming to the Bon vhat the femilies living therein vant to
buy. In case the bargain is struck, he is entitled to a commission.
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The cfficer in charge of roads 1is responsible for urging villagers to
remove weedg in arder tc keep in good repair the paths connecting
with other Bons. The officer in charge of customs and mores tries to
settle the disputes arisen in the Bon pursuant %o traditional laws
and regulations. As for the officer in charge of marriesges, he acts
as a match-maker for young men and girls and sees to the weddings.

The chief of a Bon and the above-mentioned officers are elected
by the villagers who trust them. All in ail, they are well-to-do,
alert, well educated people or belong to influential families. A
Chil tribesman's wealth consists of gongs, age-old wurns, buffalces,
pige, cash and slaves who are purchased or are children coffered by
debtors vho cannot pay their debts, The slave-trade being now abo-
lished, Chil tribesmen derive their opulence fram inheritance, Iindus-
try or thrift.

It seems that the Chil tribe has never been unified under a unigue
chieftain.

Under the Freneh rule, many Bons formed & canton administered
by & chief of canton. HNowadays, many Bons form a village administer-
ed by a village representative end a village council.

From the East to the West, the area occupled by the Chil tribes-
men is caomposed of following villages :

= K11) Plagnol Thuong village in Don Duong district, Tuyen Duc
province,

- The villages of Plagnol Ea, Da Kao, K'Thol Thuong in Lac Duong
district, Tuyen Duc province.

- K'Thol Ha village in Duc-~Trong district, Tuyen Duc province.

The Chil tribesmen are tall end sturdy. Men are generally 1.65m
high. BSome of them are as tall as 1.70m. In the past, both men and
women filed their teeth, stretched their ears with round ivory fragmentsand
had long heir whick was fastened up at the back. Nowadaye, they have
given up these practices. Like lowlanders, tribesmen have their hair
cut shart end tribeswomen pin up their hair oar have it cuxled.

The Chil tribeswomen know how to weave fabrics. They make loin-
clothes for their husband and children, sarcngs for themselves and
saris for all family members. These fabrics are generally black with
vhite, blue or red small stripes and broad hems made of threads of

different colors showing original patterns. In addition, the cloth
is fringed on both edges with red thread.

They deck themselves out with many necklaces and bracelets mede
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of glaee beads the originel coiars of which make them look guite 4if-
ferent from thoee of neighboring tribes., Conservative old women are
ptill wearing vhite metellic stringe round their wriats, ankles
and necke and many twisted brase strings which are as long as 20cm
round thelr wrists and ankles. During the recent days of evacuation
full of hardships, it 1s the tribeswomen who, with their skil! in wea-
ving fabrics and assorting colored gless beads to te sold to tourists
visiting Dalst, have tided their families over these straitensd cir-
cumstances,

In the past, the Chil trihecmen bzlieved in deities and ghosts.

In each Bon, there was a sorcerer called " Chau Gru ". He specia-
lized in offering sacrifices to gods end treating eick villagers in
his ovn way.

In the last 30 yeers, Protestantism, Catholiclam and Adventiem
have made their way into this tribe in favorgble ccnditions,

Protestantism is developling lntensively in the Eastern part while
Adventism is gmining ground in the Centrel psrt and Catholiclsm in the
Western one. Most of the Chil! tribesmen are protecstents who number
over 6,000. Presently, the Highlandc Protesteant Congregation counts
34 Chil passtoars and preachers one of whem, Pastor Fa Sau A is eoncur-
rently Teputy Chief of the Highland Trotestant Congregation. These
pastors and preachers are meking a great contributlon to the effort
of propegating Protestantism emong the Chil tribe end others cfuch as
Tring, Roglai, Cham, Churu, Koho, Ma and M'nong Gar in the provinces
of Khanh Hoa, Ninh Thuan, Tuyen Duc &nd Lam Dong.

Frem the scelal viewpoint, these religions are weyy helpful to
the Chil tribe. All the Chil tribesmen, followers of Protestantism
abeolutely sbstain from drinking and smoking. They no longer give
eredit to superstitions as in the old days and start taking western
medicine to cure their dlseases.

The Chil do not have the custom to celebrete the death anniver-
sary of their ancestors 1ike the lowlanders. A week after the burial,
they pey a visit to the tomb once and for all. 1In all likelihood, they
are less atteched to their ancestors® tombs than the lowlanders.

it 18 hard to earn one's living here. With steep mountain slopes,
8 severe chilling climate, and rudimentary up-land farming method, the
Chil do not get much income. A1l the year round, their food consists
mainly of corn meal. They produce some rice but save it to barter for
buffaloes, jars, gongs and keep them as properties, Hence the Chil
tend to move far avay in quest of a living and so doing they think the
further they go the more fertile lands they will find. BSince long ago
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they have alvays migrated from the East to the West. This accounts
for the fact that they have less attechment to their native land than
the Churu, Koho who have realized the advantage of a sedentary life
and farming,

Under the influence of Protestantism, Catholiciem, and Adventism,
the Chil tribesmen'’s temper has become more placid and they are no
longer warlike and savage as before. They are above-board, loyal and
falthful to thelr promises. They react strongly asnd decidedly to op-
pression and deceit.

Their gong music has been regarded as the most martial one in
the Highlands by Composer Fham Duy. IJf my memory serves me aright,
as camentgtar of & folk song program broadcested by the Saigon Redlo
Station, Pham Duy described the gong music of the Chil as the hoof-
begts of & harse rushing down e hill,

The Chil have proved very wise. Thelr maxims and proverbs tell
of this wisdom. For instance, the following maxim recommends us to
be attentive and prudent in any undertaking:

Hold tight anything you have in hands, try to listen as much as
poesible, and thinkover carefully.

The Vietnamese nation community includes a number of Chi) who are
children of Canton Chiefs, montagnard Village Chiefs, pastors and presa-
chers, and are vorking with the Army and eadministretive agencies. On
account of thelr low educational level which is below the junior edu-
cetion, they only hold minor positions such as privetes, non commissioned
officers in the army, subardinate officiale in Forestry, Agriculture
Services and teachers of elementary and primery schools.

Of lete, in the face of commnist opprassion, full of self-assurance,
the Chil wvere up iIn arms sgeinst the communist totalitariane writing an
immortal epopee in the anti-commnist struggle of the Vietnamese nation.
However, being armed with swords, they could not reslst these terrorists
vho have bayonets and fire-arms. So, all the Chil tribesmen had to move
from the high mowmteins in the North of Dalat in quest of safety and
freedom. This dispersion has shattered the unity of the tribe and will
certalnly cause its disintegration if in the future they do not try to
be assembled again. Following are the movements of emigratiom of Chil
tribemsen : ( Ref. Map # 2)

First emigration

The first migration occured long ago and had nothing to do with
the subsequent ones vhich were motivated by the anti-commmist struggle.

About 30 years ago, 6 Chil men living in the X111 Plagnol Ha area
went down to Di Linh to enlist in the Fremch Army. The French required
them to produce permits of the Canton Chief. They then returned to



-7_

their villsges to secure the papers, but, unfortunately, the Chiefs

of their villages tried to hinder their plans because they did not like
them to leave. These chiefa appromched the Canton Chief Ha Krang to
dissusde him from issuing the papers. However, on the men's insistence,
and considering their poverty, Ha Krang approved their requests. Being
discontent, the Village Chiefs entered into an argument with the Canton-
Chief, wvhich ended up ir a scuffle.

Out of anger and affliction, Canton Chief Ha Krang together with
the 6 men moved their families and relatives to the land occupied by the
Sre {KEoho) in Di-Linh and settle down there.

The descendants of this group who are estimated at 400 are living
in 3 hamlets : Dang Srunh, Brah Yang, and Kthar. In the recent peo-
ple relocation into strategic hamlets, the first two hamlets were merged
to form the Gung Re 2 Strategic Eamlet at kilometer-stone 252 on the
Saigon - Dalat highway. As for KThar hamlet it has been moved to Ham-
let Xbra also in D1 Linh District.

K'Tua, son of Canton Chief Ha Krang is Chief of Bra Yang village.

The Chil are influenced by the Sre's way of life, The mere fact
that the letter " K " is used instead of " Ha " in the neme of " Tua “
is an evidence.

Most of the Chil live in houses built on piles with arched doors
in the Sre's style.

Many bhave learned how to grow rice. However sare still live in
one-stary houses and live on traditional farming.

Their langusge has changed & lot and mingled with maony Sre words.
The young Chil do not know well the resson vhy they had to leave the
Rorthern part of Dalat to come and settle there.

Only the Chil women gtill conserve their particular way of adorn-
ment with wonderful multicolored bead stringe of their tribe. This is
a special feature vhich helps you identify the Chil wvhen you come to
Gung Re 2,

The Chil living in this region still maintain liaison with thelr
relatives in their ariginal place. From time to time, the Chil in
Dalet case to this region bringing along gongs, clothing, materials,
and Jars far bartering purposes.

These people will give no opinion if you ask them vhether they
like to go back to their ariginal country. They do not mind to live
in either place,




Second emigration

In 1958 a military survey team in Zone 4 started out fram Lac-Thien,
negotlated the Yang-Sin ridge, the Krong Kno valley and the Lang Bien
ridge to examine the possibilities of a new rosd. The Chil offered the
team members hen eggs in a enthusiestic welcome. The Chil lived in
peace that year.

But in 1959 the V,C. ctarted cecupying the Yeng-Sin ridge to set
up the headquarters of their Wer Zone 6; as a result succeseively the
cantons of Nam Ka, Dakdonhyo, Dakphol in Lac Thien Distriect and the
M'Rong Gar fell into V.C. hends,

When the troops of the Army of the Republic of Vietnsm came to this
area, they found nothing but deserted Bons. People hed been forced by
the V.C. to leeve the Bons for the jungle to eset up secret Bons there
or to live with them in gmrottos. All the institutions of our govermment
in this ares wvere aleso destroyed. Then the V.0. started to set up a
new system of govermment of theirs.

From the occupied mountains in the South of Lac Thien, the V.C.
have extended their activities to the territcaries of Tring, Chil, M'nong
Gar and Ma tribes in the South end eimultanecusly tried to win over the
Bin, M'nong Preb tribesmen in the West. Their aim 18 to set up a vast
base made up of rugged mountaincus jJungles which enable them to exert
control over a 26,000 population composed of Chil, Ma, M*nong gar on
the common boundary of four provinces : Khanh Hoa, Tuyen Due, Quang Duc,
and Darlac end 8,000 Bih, M'nong Preh tribesmen living on the territary
. under the authority of the delegate of Duc Xuyen Administrative Head-

" quarters, and Duc Lap Distriet in Quang Duc province.

If the V.C. could materialisze thely scheme, their bases would be
connected wvith one another from To Hap, Thach Tral bases in Khanh Hoa
province to V.C. Headguarters in Zonme 6 forming a barrier running from
Easgt to West up to the V. N, - Cambodien boarder, cutting the High Fla-
teau into 2 parts : one in the North and the other in the South and
raking easy the infiltration of their troops and cadres into our terri-
tary.

But fram the outset, the V.C. attempt ran against the opposition
of the Tring and Chil tribesmen, who ere protestante and live on the
camon border of three provinces : Kbanh Hoa, Darlac, eand Tuyen Duc.
In late 1960 £inding themselves unable to resist the Commmists, 2/3
of Protestants of Pring tribe mumbering 800 people and a group of Chil
tribesmen moved from Dabla area to Dien Khanh district, Khanh Hoa pro-
vinece. They were resettled in Fhuoc Luong and An Dinh Strategic Hem-
lets in Dien Ehanh district.

In this resettlement center, 12T Chil tribesmen are living with
800 Tring, 250 Ede and over 40O Roglai.



3rd emigration

In 1958, to fecilitzte the control over the Chil on the Southern
slde of the Yang Sin mountain, Lac Duong district moved some Bone of
Dekao villege intc Bon Kleng situated im the South on Krong Kno river.

In 1959 the first armed V.C. propeganda teams appesred in Lien
Hung area North of Fyen in Duc Trong district.

In 1961, the Lac Duong distriet’s militsry forces had to restrict
their range of activity.

In September 1961 the V.C. sttacked s maleris eradication team
operating in Phi Di But on the bank of De Rmang river 1n Duc Trong dis-~
trict end ebducted 3 team-members.

In late 1961, the V,C. sbout one corpany strorng gethered the inha-
bitante of Phi Di But, Peng Phey, Dak Rguir, Phi Hoa, RNoit, Eung R'Ray,
B Irao, R'Long Phe tc propmgandize. When widrawing, they forced e
cumber of youths to follow them into the jungle where ithey submit them
1o a political brair-washing coursze Ter s week. Upoa completion of the
course, they released sare and charged them to work es their underground
egents. They kept the rest to subnit them to militery training to en-
rol} them in their army.

Despite the communist brain-ashing,the Catholie youths of Chil, Ma,
M'nong gar tribes still hold faest to their faith. Afterwards, wken the
Duc Trong district forces lavnched an operation in the area, 211 the young
men enlisted by force into V.C. troops had escepad. Those compelled
to serve as underground agents for the Communists had revealed =11 the
truth.

In early 1962, the V.C., attecked the regrouping camp Bon Khong.
Being defenseless, the villegers could not resist them. As result, the
raiders overran the cemp, destroyed 17 houses, looted all the paddy
and threatened to kill all the inhebitants if they do not retwrp imnedia-
tely to their former villeges.

A few dsys later the V.C. came back. This time they destroyed
Bon Klong completely, set firs to L6 houses, abducted 1,200 persons and
brought them to Dekeo village in Yang Sin mountain and burned thousands
of rush baskets of paddy which they cowld not carry with them.

In March 1962, they came to the Dakeo village Representative's hou-
se and burried elive his 2 sons : Messrs Ha-Son and Ha-Tang who were the
most outstanding enticammunist figures in the erea. 1In addition, a quan-
tity of paddy and VN$2,000.00 in cash were looted.

Mad with rage, the Chil neople wented nothing but to ki1l ell the
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V.C, Tor revenge.

The ever incrensing misdeeds of terrorists, have hrampered grectly
religious preaching activities. Frieasts, missicnaries, pastors both
foreign end Vietnanege had vo witidraw to Imlat. They must contact thelr
followere through local pastors end friers. It was these religiosus or-
Zenizstions whieh have persueded the vwaole Chil populstion to move else-
vhere.

Iz Aprild 1962, the Division Tactical Ares 31 launched a lsrge-scale
cperation called " San Ho " (Tiger hunting) into the Krong Kno valley.
Over 1,000 M'nong Gar catholie followers gathered st Demrong to welcome
the troops of AEYN and esked for the perrission to foliov then. AL
trat time, the Govermment had not yet made arrangements to recelve 1re-
fugee montegnards, morecver the military operat:ion wms being wmdeiwa;,80
the Army could not sssist in the zvacuation of pontsgnards. HNzverthe-
less, thenks to the San-Ho opereticn, =211 ensmy underground organlca-
tiona designed to stem the flow of refugees were thoroughly disorganized
arnd teking advantage of tais opportunity, all Chil montagnerds in X111
Fiagnol Ha village elong with a aumber of Chil end M*nong Gar tzibesmen
of Daxmc, N*'Thol mand Yengle villaces moved in the mass to Palat. Within
a 3-month period {April, May, and .June 1962), nearly 8,000 Cbil tribes-
man ceme to settle eround the Imszr post in Lac Duong district.

The evacration was an utter Iragady. The refugees were emphy-handed
leaving behin® 511 thair aropertiss. Carrying their old perents orn their
back, and their babies in their axms they resolutely headed towerd free-
dom.

7.Co rebele made a manhunt of the refugees rll elong the Wy but
failed in their attempt. While es route to seek freedom, Chil tribesmen's
blood ard tears have heen shad over the pine-forests, and nowadsys a
tioughtful tourist wisiting Dalat will have the impression that the
rustle of pine«trees sounde }like an everlasting epcpee of the reace-loving
Chil tribesmen.

The V.C., terrarists pushed then pursuit as far as Dong-Tiebg-Lieng,
the first stetion of Chil refugees 10 kms North of Dalat. Thney burnt
down 1 house, demnlished ihe station fence mnd other 7 houses. Morecver,
they abducted the Village Representative as well as the Dong~i'ieng-Lieng
Hamlet Chief with his brother. ZLater, accarding to people's informetion,
these captives were anticed by the V.C. to bring montagnerds back to

their former abodes. Kot only they refused to cobey but aleo insulted
their oppresscrs. Furious the V.C. put them to death by cutting their
flesh pilece by piece and threw their hodies in the Porest.

In July 1962, V.C. came beck teo Dong Tieng Lieag. This time, Chil
young men belng armed reslsted and drev them back. Since then, no V.C.
dares venture ir this areea.

The above 3rd emigration involved npearly 8,000 Chil montagnards.
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They were egssembled st Dong-Tieng-lierg, Heng-Roi {or Yumonang), Darchoe
A-B-C; Bon Gle-Dih, B'Neur C, Lmleng-It and Teurnour sround Delat, in
the Lat trivesmen's {Koho) area.

ith emigration

The filow of montegnards refugees of Kill Plegncl village, Lac-Duong
2istrict, sas,s0 to speak, a typhocon sweeping over Chil, Ma, M'nong Gar
tribal pecple in Lian Bung of Due Trorg district.

Thousands of people thronged to Lisn-Mung, they asked Red=mptorist
missioneries end District Authorities to help them move to Nam-Fyar For
regsettlement.

A joint dalegation of the Comnand of Diviligion Tactical Area 31 end
Tuyen Duc province flew by helicorter to Lien Hung to contaczt the prilecsts
end potable montagnards in this area.

A few days later, in aarly May 1962, an operation for civil affairs
hps been canducted for a fortnight. This was a model opesation to ave-
~uate the population. Whil2 combat forces were conducbing c¢lear-snd-
search coperations, and ezatterirgly statioaing aloag the patlh from
Fyen to Lien Hung, a PsyYar compsny for Highlaader aeftairs, in coordins-
ticn with cadre of Admirnistratien, Civie Action. Imlarmacion, and Pu~
Wlic Hezlth of Duc Trong Sistriet, escorted montagnards to cheir former
Bons to help them carry thelr paddy, livestocks cnd properties to the
road sides. Then a coavoy af over 50 GMC truciks succestlvely transported
these prorerties as well as old, sick, invelid people ard zaildiren to
Riong Seriznac locality where a Peywar company in coordinasion with ca-
dre of Duc-Trong district and iphabitants of Koho locality received the
i:i;g:es and arrange temyorarily thei» hoarding =nd lodgings in Koho

ets.

As e result of this oparation, 3,850 Chil, Ma, M'ncng peonle were
evecuanted to Rlong Serigns~ along with their properties zoumprising 3,000
tous of paddy, 200 pigs, 5CO chickens, a number of buffeloes, oxen and
cther valuables such as aleolol jers, zongs.

At present, Chll montuganards live together with Ma, M'nong flar
tribesmen in reeetilement centers., We do not know the exmet rwmber of
Chil montagnards in these renters, but it can be estimated at over 1,000
pereons of Lo-Thip, Lien Jung, Phey Srunh, Deung Kelm, Teurlang Deung,
Phay Sur Bons and others.

5th emigraticn

An said sbove, 8,000 refupee Chil rontagnerds have come to live
around Daser post in Lac Duorg disiricu.

n this area, ih2 soll is very peor, there s nothing but steep
pine-hills where farming is impoesible, Refugecs get only fram the
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Govermment & 3-month allocation at the rate of 10kges of rice, 0.100 kg
of salt and 1 kg of dried fish per momth and per capita. Chil tribaamen
heve to fight a hard struggle for life. They take turn to come back
to their former Bons to retrieve some foodstuffs end comoditiea.

They sell to Lowlanders at Dalat a few buffaioes, pigs, gongs they had
brought along with ther to procure rice, Same of them earn their living
by vorking in kitchen gardens and plantations, others by enlisting as
8.D. Corpmmen, or wood-cutting for sales at Delat., ¢hil women weave
fabrics, or make glsss-bead strings to support their families.

In shart, Chil tribesmen's life 1s precarious. The Commissariat
General far Lerd Developeent., the TUivision Tactical Area 31, and Tuyen
e province autharities and the Protestant Church as well have peid
gttention to this problem. Two solutions have been worked out :

1/ - To set up on temporary basis o Resettlemen: Center at Da-le,
Duc Trong dilstrict to settle a mmber of refugees tlere.

2{/ - To move some 5,000 Chil montaguards to Kromg Kno valley st
Damrcng during the An-Lac operation which is scheduled to
be leunched in Sent. 1962,

As @ result of this emigretion, 1,315 montegnards left Darohoa
erea for Da-Me, Duec Trong district, in the Koho trite's lends.

6th emigration
In Sept. 4, 1952, the Division Tactical Area 31 launcted s long-

Lerm aperation called An Lac in the Kromg Kno wvalley on the conmon
tovndary of QuangDuc, TuyenDuc and Derlac mrovinces.

This gperation vas ajmed at

- Wiping cui aud icstroying enemy baszes in this area.
- Cpening a new roud frow Lee Thien %o Dalat.

- Sabotaging eneny’s economy and liberating Chil, Ma, M'nong
Gar tribesmen Prom V.C. control,

After s year of effart, the An-lac operation has achieved many good
resuita. Almost all the objectives meationed sbove have been met.

- ¥.C, Casuelties :

151 killed, including many high-ranking cadre of Zone 6 Head-
quarters

- 86 wounded

31 captured

- retwnees, in particular, 1 District-Conmissar assigned to
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Yang Sin area, rallying to our side together with his wife.

Weapons and munitions selzed :

2 machine-guns , 71 iwpdividua) weapons of all types, 131 cariridge-
clips with an sstimated 10,000 certridges of all kinds, 5 radio trens-
mitters, 1 generator, 5 redio receivers, 2 mimecgraphs, 2 film develop-
ing machines, a lot of militery equirment ard suppllee, and important
documents.,

Construction of roads

The Publle Worke Service had completed the first stage of the cous-
truction of the road linking Lac Thien to Dalat, 124 km. long and 10 m.
broad. The Engineer trcops of DIA bed telped tc pulld 40 km. of roed
22 bridges, and 1 airstyip for transport plenes C€.123 at An-Tram.

Pestruction of enamy's ecoanomic resources

We have destroyed 32k tons of cereals, 980 ha. of rice and other
erops, 4 livestock farme, 25 styongholds, end 670 barracks.

Clvil Affairs activities

8,973 people of Chil, Ma, and M'ncang Ger tribes living in the moun-
tainous areas were freed and mssisted Tor resettlement at 12 places.
Among these tribesmen were 2,990 Chilmen, including 859 ones coming
fram B'Neur C. The foregoing success has ceused the H2adquerters of
V.C. Zone 6 tc be on its last legs and indirectly yrevented V.C. ac-
tivities from spreeding to 8 provinces in the South of the High Pla-
teau and along coastal aress of Central Vietnam. These 8 provinces :
Phu Bon, Darlec, Quang Duc, Tuyen Due, Lem Dong, Khanh Hoa, Ninh Thuan,
edeBinh Thuen were under the control of the Headquarters of V.(0. Zo-
ne 6.

All told, after the 6 smigrations mentioned above, only sume 800
Chil tribesmen have remained in the village Kill Plagnol Tauong,
Don Duong distriet and 50C others in Yang Sin mountain, according to
information given by a raturnee V,C. Diptrict Conmimsar.

Fol),loving is the 1iat of Chil tribesmen living locetions (Ref. Map
Ro. 3

e iy e A S Y S B P G R O g mb A - A e P G - - G A e A A S = A

& " ] ¥ 'P;DUla.:-_ ------- e
r;al : Localities ‘Districts'Provinces' tion ' Remarks
1 ] H 1 [ §
—f [ - [] [}
1 : Kabra *Di Linh “lem Dong * 400 '- estimated
1 [ 4

lpople t
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: ] . L ¥
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b ¢ : i ' ge localitiea:
£ £ i ) t iochay, Fhi-
L L} ? ¢ ] fliyac
4 1 13 L [
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L) Chu ] i ] L}
14 "/Yang Sin area ' ' o500 t- still under
¥ ]
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TOTAL vacosanenesse 14.077 people
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MPACT GF TEE ARII-COMMUHRTST <SRKODUR
OF THE CHIL, TRIEE
o

Iv the history of Vietnen's aati-Carpuniet struggle, the exodus
af Chil tribesmen in South comstel =zreas and the Eigh Plsteau of Central
Vietnam, must be considered ms the most impartent spiscd.

It is importani because the snti~Camnunist spirit of the whole
Chil tribe is & pheacmenor gever Tom? in any other trite, T:is spirivy has

firat of all, set up an exampie of courerge, influencing deeply all ronta-
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goard tribes living in the South cogstal erzes end Centiral Vietrcsaa
Highlands, and smashing completely the V.C. plan of setting up hishlgnd
bases for their Zone 6 Headquarters.

Indeed, the anti-Communist exodus of 1%,000 Chil tribesme:n toward
the West, beginning in April 1962, has involved the evesuvation of the
Ma tribe, from Lien Hung (Tuyen Duc) to Madegoull villeze {Lam Dengl,
and gave to the Strategic Hamlets Progrex designcd to bring w.lor con-
trol 20,000 M'rong tribeemen in Quang Duc provines, a good chaince €9
succeed.

In the North, it gave risg to the evacuation of <% }'noaz Ger tri-
bemmen, whose majority, liv :he mounteincue aree ia the Souih o Lic
Thien, had been under the V.C. Control since 1959: it irciced thovcaude
of Bih tritesmen, living along the Kroug Xno river, et the oot of 4he
Chu Fam Khe mountain, to move to Teuke village (Duc Yuyen, Queny Dus "vi-
vince) and JaTou village (Lac Thien districi), it elsc desrivad tho
of the sympathy of M'nonz Rlam tribesmen gesembled in the »icze hzii
Lac Thien distriet. Righlander (V.C.) eutonocmous ceére of Mincng [
tribe operating secretly in some villeges, nct only r=fusad to cocllzho
rate with the V.C., but also esgerly attended military treining cowrsc
and received arms for defending their hemlete and viileges., Furtler n
the Horth, the Chil tribefs anti-Red spirit hea apread its influcree :H
to EDE tribe, the largest end most advanced cne ‘n the uhigh platezu, es-
sexbling more than 80,000 people in Darlamc causitag this tribe to give
up all hopes about the deceitful autonomous stafiute with whleh the Colo-
nislists and the Communipis heve bluffed ther aince loug ago.

Finally, ir the Emst and the South, the Anti-Commmisc spirit of %he
Chil tribe and of 800 Tring tribesmen hes made (huru tritesmen mere re-
solute in the resietance against the Comwvnmists, and 2t the ssne ine.
shaken Roglai tribe’s loyalty tovard the Communiats. This tribe is the
most under~developed and warlike cone, numbering 30,007 people living ca
the castern versant of Truong Son mountein range Prca Dien Kvanh dfsirict
in Khanh Hoa province, to Muorg Man mres in Binh Thuan provinez, The
bulk of these tribesmen were under Commmist influsnce and cortrcl sijcez
1945 up to now, chiefly in Thach Tri, To Hep aress o Khanh Hoa twrevince,

Accarding to documents of V.C. Headquarter in Zore €, in esrly 1952,
31 % of tribesmen were urder V.C, control, 34% lived in disputad oreas,
i.e. those infiltrated Ly V.C, organizations. The vest representing only
25%, were actumlly under our govermment®s control.

How, 2 years efter the first emigration of Chil tribe out of their
anti~Commmist splirit, the result is that &imcsv 211 the disputed eres:s
have been wiped out, e£11 V.C. bases are blockaded, reducad, and under
constant threat,

The number of highlarders under cur coatroi has inersased from 25%
to 85%, The 15% remmining in V.C. beses Laccme & heavy cherge for thean.
V.C. had to deploy thelir troops mnd caedre to watch over then; otherwviese,
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vhen the opnartunity olfsis, tolbegmen with 2o fall 43 desert “rie-
digtely thair gloomy eevernz, which are irn yealZ»y V.0, lzilas, 3o
follow the Chil tribespen on the way boward the lighl of fresi,

Pledxu, Decw.>3v 11, 3963
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