
IAPVCUV 

HEADQUARTERS 
,09th RADIO RESEARCH GROUP 

SANCTA MARIA ORPHANAGE ASSOCIATION 
AFO SAN FRANCISCO 96)07 

7 Jun 1967 

VTI.ImAS 

Carpentersvt'l'm,-"fH.lSOUO 

Dear Fri.ends, 

Your box of most welcome clothes and toys arrived yesterday. We 
shall deliver it to the children in the 1IeJet few days. I know the 
children will be delighted with the nice arti.cles 01' clothing in­
cluded and also the various other items will make them happy. All in 
all, the ch'ice of articles was very excellent. 

Since they are entirely dependant on our help and the assist­
ance of wonderful people like yourself, your concern is most appre­
ciated. The children are realizing that there are paonle in the 
world that care for them. 

I have taken the liberty to send you the monthly Newsletter 
for t his month which tells about the children, various projects 
we are working on, and lists the persons who send donations during 
that month. I hope you will enjoy reading it, especially now that 
you are a welcome member of our project in helping these unfor­
tunate children. 

Thank yan again for your kind assistanoe. 

Sincerely, 

~. C ... -->.-I)II-..... ' ..-Q .... -""':l;) 

RI CHARD L. OOvl1!:RS 
Cpt., President 
S.M.O.A. 

~--~~~~:'\04( 
~", .,:,,,! , 
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IAPVCUV 

IW.lXlUARTERS 
,09th RADIO RBSEARCH GOOUP 

SANCTA MARIA ORPHANAGE ASSOCIATION 
APO SAN FRANCISCO 963C!7 

6 Jul 1967 

The Villegas Famlly 

Carpentersville, Ill. 60110 

Dear Frlends, 

Your box of donatiollll arrlved safely. OllCe again I wlah to 
thank each of you for your continued lnterest and assistance to 
our project here in Vletna1ll. As these It_ are a constant need, 
your cholce was excellent, 1111 UII\l&l. 

lid alllo 11ke to thank each of you that sent their photo for 
the new pboto board at the Orphanage. I'III sure the chlldren w111 
enjoy seeing th_. 

The repalr of the second story of the downtCOOl buLldlng came 
at a 'VerT bad time, as the bulldlngs at the fam are not complete 
enongh to _ into for good ",t. 1'herefore, lt 1I'ae necessary to 
repalr the eecond noor at once. It 11'II1II ln very bad shape and was 
becoming IIIOre dmgel'ous every day. The smaller chlldren could act­
ually put their arms and lega through the large cracks in the floor. 

They are bullding the new housing at the ta1'lll. to hOUlle ,00 
chlldrm, although 11'8 only have about 300 to date. The mllber gl'CIIf8 

at a steady rate, therefore, we wanted to plan ahead for expansion. 
lio, there are no infanta there, aa they f!.J:ld. a fam1ly that -.111 take 
cere of tile very 8II1II11 bebl.ee and pay for their kIMp. The statt at 
the Orphanage I.e jll8t not lIIrge enough nor equlpped. to handle llmall 
bables. It'll not a good s I. tustl.on, but. IIIlXlh better than notblng at 
all. We do the beet we can in helping thea, am that's all we can 
do. 

With _t apprec1at1.ve regards, thank you again for your sincere 
interest in our worthy cause. 

S1noerely, 

, )" L ..~" "_ ~~- ~ .. - ......... -",............ ..... 

RICHARD L. SOWBRS 
Opt., Presldent 
S.M.O.A. 
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IAPVCUV 

Hl!:AlXlUA.Il:rERS 
$09th RADIO RESEARCH GROUP 

SANCTA MARIA ORPHANAGI ASOOCIATION 
ARl SAN FRANCISOO 96307 

11 Aug 1967 

The VLllegas Family 

Carpentersville, Ill. 6ol.1O 

Dear Fr1ends, 

Thank you very Il!UCh for your donation to our bu1ldlng fund. 
With the help of people l1ke yourselves, we are making progrellll, 
slowly but surely. 

I enjoyed reading of your very fLne project '111 th the boys 
from the hosp1tal. It was a fine thing you d1d for them, and I 
know how mueh they apprecLate your kLnd deeds. It 1s at a time 
l1ke that when the boys need to know that Americans are w1th them 
and appreciate what they have gone thraugh. I only hope that 
more people throughout our country tollow your example. 

Our thanks agai.n for helping, and our good wishes to all your 
children. 

~, Sincerel~ 

\4QJ..L. ~ .. J..-

RICHARD L. SOW1RS 
Cpt.. President 
S.M.O.A. 
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IAPVCUV 

HEADQUAIU''ImS 
509l;tl R.ADIO RES'SARCH Gaoup 

SANCTA MARIA ORPHANAGE AS30GIATION 
APO SAN FRANCISCO 96307 

24 Sep 1967 

Ttle Villegas Family 

Carpentersvtlle, Ill. 60110 

Dear Friends, 

This is to acknowledge the recabt of the box of clothing and 
baby needs that has just arrived. In fact, it came just a day after 
I tlad ~1I"itten this m~nthls Informati:m Letter, so I c~u'.dn't thank 
you for your tlelp this m,nth. I shall, howevAr. include this in 
next month 's. 

I hope you received and enjoyed the 4th of July ohotos of ttle 
picnic we sent last month. The photos arrived the same day we ~lere 
mailing the letters, so we went ahead and included them anyway. I 
ttlink that there are some very good shots of the children and the 
day's activities. We all tlad quite a good time entertaining them. 

Hope your family i.s all well and back in the swing of sctlool 
once again. Thank you all once again for your continued interest 
in this project. 

Sincerely, 

~~-~'-'--. -"I' 

RICHAtj.IJ L. smms 
Cpt., President 
S.M.O.A. 
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DEPARTMENT CF T!!E ARM! 
1!EADQUARTERS 509TH RADIO RESEARCH GROUP 

APO SAN FRANCISCO 96:307 

Our children need your help, The officors and enlisted .en of the 509th 
Radio Research Group havo undertaken a worthwhile project - and your help is 
n.eded. 

In 1952. Mr, Nguyen Van Vung" or "Andre" as he is known t. 509th por­
sonnel, began a small operation to aid orphans and refucees in Caabodia. 
In 1954, when many Vietnamese were able to return home or resettle thaDks 
to the previsions ef the Geneva treaty marking the withdrawl of the Frenoh. 
Andre .oved to Saigon. In 1.957, he founded tho Sancta Maria Orphanage 
ulI,illl an inheritance given to him by his family to purohase a site in Saigen. 

As his orphanage grew in mlIlher of ohildren that were supported there, 
Andre worked at various jobs to help suppert the construotion of the 
orphanago buildings, 

In addition to the orphanage proper, Andre also has a fal'll near 
Saigon whore SOlite of the boys from the orphanage as well as s_ Cambodiall 
rofugees live, In the past, Andre has allowed American trGops to utilize 
his land as a base area, In December, 1969, Andre vas ambushed by Viet Cong 
terrorists while on his way t. this farm, His recovery has been long and 
painful and he is still not able to work on a regular basis. 

In 1964, the 509th selected the Sanota Maria Orphanage through a 
soreening process from a list of civic organizations given by the U.S. 
Fabassy and the Cathelio Relief Society" Sinoe then, the 509th has 
sporadically aided the erphanage. Exact figures for financial assistanoe 
before 1967 are not available, Daring 1967 the 509th donations totale. 
$9,626,08, With the ret hestilities of 1968, however, 509th assistance 
_s virtually brought to a starodstill. roday tho 509th is renewing and 
redoubling its efforts to create a better life, provide greater 
opportunities, and restore hope to the orpban ohildren. 

In the past, llIlny organizations in the U.S, (Boy Scout trOGpS, Girl 
Sowt trOGpS, Churoh groups, PTA"s, etc,) have sent gifts of food and 
clothing to tJ-e orphanage, However" tho erphanage board failed t. acknow­
ledge these gifts, and failed to maintain correspondoDoe, so tbese 
contributiens have practically cease4, 

In an effort to keep these lines open" 'we are asking you to please 
,e. centributiClns to the Sancta Maria Orphanage Ceunoil, ATTlIh Custodian, 
S09th Radio Reseal'ch Greup, APO San Francisco 96:307. A partial listing 
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~ 
of the needs that clDJ.clren seem to haft most frequently includAts the 
following itell!.sl soap, onldng utensils, plastic bowls, childron's 
picture boeks, toys in any condition, toothpaste, toothbrushes, lightwisht 
baby blankets, detergents, pots, pans, lids, plastic plates, vit&llill 
pills, colering boek8, clethes fer all age8 to 17 years (su.aer weight), 
wash cloths, towels, powdered milk, plastic cups, diapers, orayons, in8t,nt 
hot or dry cereal, and all bulk-rate feedstuffs. Many ef the children are 
Catholic and an extra Rosary would be greatly appreciated as lIIOet ef the 
children do not have their own, 

The needs ef the 
of little iaportanco, 
it wrk. 

orphanago are simplo and the condition of iteu i8 
It an i tell. needs unding or repairing, we oan _to 

The Hn et tho 509th Radio 114soarch Group ask tor your help to'lllllN. 
tho support ot tho Sancta Maria Orphanage. Thank you, 

Sincerely, 

~11w~ 
RICBABD L. TALUWl L_ 
Lioutenant Colenel o,y 
President, Sancta Maria 
Orphal'lllge Council 
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J..fIPVH.l5 

HEADQUARTERS 
509th RADIO RESEARCH GROUP 

""liCTA MAtUA ()rlPH;u'liAGE AS50CIATIGN 
APC San Francisco 96307 

Villegas Family 

Carpentersville, Ill. 60110 

Dear Friends, 

19 October 1968 

As the new president of the Sancta Maria Orphanage Association I wish 
to gratefully acknowledge yo~ generous contribution in behalf of the 
orphanage. 

The hostilities during the first and second offensive have worked a 
hardship on our program of continued assistance to the children at the 
sancta }~ria Orphanage. The ene~ infiltration in the Gia Dinh area 
d~i~ the Tat (January) Offensive has not been completely neutralized 
and remains a threat, however, in recent weeks the situation has eased 
and we have been able to resume our support to the downtown orphanage. 
Conditions at .the orphanage farm are more hazardous, although we were 
able to make a daytime visit last week. 

On a recent trip we-distributed your gifts. American foodstuffs and 
toys are a source of delight to Vietnamese children. Many of these 
children have never been decently clothed and your donation of clothing 
in conjunction with the contributions of many other fine Americans has 
enabled us to provide clothing for all of the orphans and some of the 
refugee families that are currently living at the orphanage farm. 

\'18 are currently compiling a photographic essay to send to you and our 
many other kind contributors throughout the U.S. Your efforts are 
deeply appreciated by the children of the Sencta Maria Orphanage and the 
soldiers of tbe 509th Radio Research Group. 

Sincerely, 

J0HN B. FLYNN 
1LT President 
S.M.O.A. 
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DEPARTMEltT C6 THE AIiHI 
!EADQUAR'J.'ERS 509th RADIO RESEARCH GROUP 

APO SAN lI'RABCISCO 96307 

Du.r Hembers of the Villegas Family' 

19 l';ay 1971 

It has been brought te My attention that in the past you bave been 
a speoial triend ot the Bancta Maria Orphanage Assecution. It i& with 
regret that I admit that yeu were probably not properly thanked at the 
time yeur assistance 'IfII.& received. Thi& has been a serious sh.rtcOll.inIJ 
of eur association in the past and is a situaticn which we are now trytng 
te cerrect. I am afraid that we MY have last a nUlllber et go04 triencla 
because et this situation. 

In an etfert te renew old acquaintanoes, I have taken the liberty et 
rerwarding the enclosed letter and list of needed supplies. The list is 
s1llli1&r to one you may have received in the Pf!,st. 

w. ot the .509th Radio Research Greup sincerely hope that you will 
find it ill yeur heart te fergive us for eur shortoolll1ngs and .nee aga1~ 
hel, the children ef the Bancta Maria Orphanage. Thank you. 

RICHARD L. TALLfWl L 
Lieutenant Colonel lIUY 

Pl'uidel'lt, Sancta Marla 
OrphaDllge C.ullcil 
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S":AD(iU!lRT'J;<l 
5:';v::~ ,:,- ;,];0 RESEAP.cli GT),]!" 

SANCc.1 L'IARIA ORffWUl.GE IISS0C:,),TION 

INFOR!fATION LETTER #7 MAY 1967 

1. To give you an idea how a day at the Orphanage goes for the children, 
below is a sohedule of a day's aotivities. For most, depending on age, it 
goes like this: 

5:30 
6:30 
7:15 
8:00 

11:00 
11 :,30 
12:,30 
1:00 
,3:00 
4:00 
4:,30 
6:00 
6:,30 
7:,30 

Awake, wash, and dress 
Morning prayers and church 
Breakfast 
Stlhool 
Plq and wash for lunch 
Lunch 
Play 
Nap 
Showers 
Afternoon religiouB training 
Set tables and supper 
Evening prayers 
Play 
Bedtime for the little ~ and the 
older ohildren stay up until 9:00 

Of course, it1s a pretty loose schedule sometimes when welre speaking 
of moving over ,300 children around, but is is amazing haw well it does go, 
due to necessity. Discipline is good and the children respond well and help 
each other, whioh is a bleSsing in itself. 

2. Some of the current projeots under way are new bathrooms; "improved 
kitchen facilities (possibly e~en stoves, as the present method is over a 
wood Or charcoal fire): a new refrigerator; and some badly needed repainting. 
So things are progressing well, and much improved faoilities are not far off, 
thaw to the response of everyone. 

3. A visit to the Qrphanage Farm this week 'revealed good progress there 
also in the new construction of faoilities to house up to 500 children. One 
of the two liviIl8 quarters is close to completion, with the foundation laid 
for the second and also for the new church. 

This is a very large acreage in the country and show great promise 
for the children. Most of the teeno.age children work there,o The farm prod­
uces ~ll the rice that is needed for their main diet, and in addition, there 
are coconut palms, vegtable gardens, stocked fish ponds, and facilities to 
produce macaroni and noodles. They also raise their own hogs, which are sold 
to help support the farm. These are among the finest hogs any of the former 
farmers in our group had seen anywhere. 

\ 

INFOR!fATION LETTER #7 

S":AD(iU!lRT'J;<l 
5-:~F~:~ l~:~ ~JIO RESEAP£H G~f)~JP 

SANCc.1 L'IARIA ORffWUl.GE IISS0C:,),TION 

MAY 1967 

1. To give you an idea how a day at the Orphanage goes for the children, 
below is a sohedule of a day's aotivities. For most, depending on age, it 
goes like this: 

5:30 
6:30 
7:15 
8:00 

11:00 
11 :,30 
12:,30 
1:00 
,3:00 
4:00 
4:,30 
6:00 
6:,30 
7:,30 

Awake, wash, and dress 
Morning prayers and church 
Breakfast 
Stlhool 
Plq and wash for lunch 
Lunch 
Play 
Nap 
Showers 
Afternoon religiouB training 
Set tables and supper 
Evening prayers 
Play 
Bedtime for the little ~ and the 
older ohildren stay up until 9:00 

Of course, it1s a pretty loose schedule sometimes when welre speaking 
of moving over ,300 children around, but is is amazing haw well it does go, 
due to necessity. Discipline is good and the children respond well and help 
each other, whioh is a bleSsing in itself. 

2. Some of the current projeots under way are new bathrooms; "improved 
kitchen facilities (possibly e~en stoves, as the present method is over a 
wood Or charcoal fire): a new refrigerator; and some badly needed repainting. 
So things are progressing well, and much improved faoilities are not far off, 
thaw to the response of everyone. 

3. A visit to the Qrphanage Farm this week 'revealed good progress there 
also in the new construction of faoilities to house up to 500 children. One 
of the two liviIl8 quarters is close to completion, with the foundation laid 
for the second and also for the new church. 

This is a very large acreage in the country and show great promise 
for the children. Most of the teeno.age children work there,o The farm prod­
uces ~ll the rice that is needed for their main diet, and in addition, there 
are coconut palms, vegtable gardens, stocked fish ponds, and facilities to 
produce macaroni and noodles. They also raise their own hogs, which are sold 
to help support the farm. These are among the finest hogs any of the former 
farmers in our group had seen anywhere. 
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Everyone i" '4\Iito pt"CUd ofth"'tl. There are t:,c· 'ls".~l t.oo; dogs, cats, ducks, 
guineas, turkeys, chickenI'! ;,":' , '.c2.f. 

One of the biggest aUviillta8e" however, will b" the opportunity to get 
the children out of the city lind the present over-Cr0'.;c:J.ed oonditions in 
which they ·live and play. The farm will offer good fre"h air, plenty of space 
to run and play, and m~h improved living conditions. vie share their enthusiasm 
in wanting to complete the buildings as quickly as possible and IlIOve out to 
this new location and its facilities. We should all be proud to be a part 
of this project. 

4. Speaking of help, our list of benefactors this month is long, as 
many boxes of needed items have arrived along with checks for these projects. 
Therefore, thanks for this month go out to: 

Rae Ann Keyser, Karen Coon, Pat rliegsml, and Sand Brutkiew.icz of 
Saginaw, t!1ch, who got together and had a bake sale to raise money for the 
children. Our special thanks to you girls and the motherll who may have helped 
out a little on their project. 

SP5 Charles M. Carter of our 509th R..'l Gr(.n.,.p feo!' the case of candy. 

Mr. Fred Felton, &':.bO of Saginaw, wt,0 ," ~. ;. '.:]-..:.:p case of instant 
oilk. This was very welco~c. 

Mr. Virgil Morgan, Renton, Wash, whoso ched: ~"'.:.''-.i. ;.elp out on the 
new facilities being installod.-

E.S. Grinnell, Mayville, Mich, for tile box C''' saa~ toothbrushes, 
combs and other toilet articles. 

Chester J. Gembski, Chambersburg, Penn, for the box of soap. 

Mrs. E. MacArthur, Saginaw, Mich, for the box of new baby blankets. 

Rev. Toubell and the congregation of the Valley Chapel Methodist 
Church, Derwert, Ohio, for "their letter that a box of elot.hing is on it.s WI!.7. 

Marion Zieoinsld., La Hiranda, Calif. for the box of lUsc. needs. 

Miss Eva Angastadt, Reuding, PeM, for the box of tc.ys and candy. 

Mr. & Mrs. Bob Sikorcld., Huntsville, Ala, for the box of soap. 

Last but not least - by any means - our thanks to the wonderful group 
of friends of one of our own 8.M.O.A. Council members, Lonnie Malat1l:o, who 
answered his plea for soap for the' children. The response in and around " 
Lonnie! s HOI!!etown of Oxford, Alabama was tremendous. Answering the call for \ 
clean kids were: 
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The American Legion Auxille:-y<. pOlSt, 111, of Oxford 

Mr &, Mrs O::-hndo Malatino. Otio::;, 

Miss Eileen Frase, University 

Mrs Joseph A Whitehead, Oxford 

Mrs Laura IJ.oyd, Blue Mountain 

Miss Lucile Pearce, Anniston 

Mrs Elena M. Clayton, Anniston 

Mrs W. A. Poe, Coosa Valley Extention H&M Club, Ohatchee 

Mrs Hoyt Vaughn, Anniston 

Our special thanks and the prayers of the children go es­
pecially to Miss Corabell Gilgert. 12 years old of Anniston, who 
collected 156 bars of soap among her church congregation, Thanks 
to each of you who helped make her project such a great success. 

5. We have been asked by Andre and the staff at tha Orphanage 
to request a photo of each of the pei!sons and/or groups that have 

donated to the Orphanage. Any appropriate size snapshot would suf­
fice, which wiU be posted on II. large board at the Orphanage so the 
children can see who actually sends contributions from all over the 
world. 

If each of you that receive this Information Letter would be 80 
kind to do so. the staff and the dl ildren will appreciate it greatly. 
The photos will be displayed in the entrance room of the erphanage. 
Plans at the moment are to place it under the Marble-inscribed stone 
which has been placed in the wall in camnemeration of the work dam 
by the 509th Radio Research Group in support of the Orphanage. Please 
print your name and ¢drese on the back of each photo, so it can be 
so identified on the board. 

We of the S.M.O.A. Council hope that each of you will be able to 
participate in this request and will fozward your photos in the near 
future. Of course this i8 voluntary, but your participat\. on will 

be greatly appreciated by all. 

6. OUr thanks again to each of you that responded so helpf'ul.ly 
this month. Be assured, you are remanbered by the children in their 
prayers. 
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7. Do not hesitate to write if there ere any questions regarding the 
children or the Council's c~ti·'"·C7,:!'C5 with the Or.}Chc':';:,7'J. We will gla.dly 
furnish all available infJ~tion to you at your r~;~est. 

"He who stops to help a child will never be without love" 

\_ ... _) :, I ,....-:' 
!~- -(.-<'_-1....A. ':::::....~ 

Sancta Maria. Orpha~e Council 
CPT Richard L. Sowers 
President 
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HEA~UARTERS 
509th RADIO R;,6l!inRCH GROUP 

SIi.NCTA tJJiliIA ORPItJiliGE ASSOCL,TION 
APO S"N FRANCISCO 96307 

INFORMATION LETTER #S JUNE 1967 

1. Close ins,pection of the second story of the Orphanage revealed 
that some urgent replir work was needed. Therefore, the children have spent 
the past month in temporary housing at the Farm while work is being completed 
downtown. Actually, it didn1t take close inspection to see the rotted flooring 
that was, somehow, suppOZ'ttng the sleeping quarters of the children. This 
proble n is now being corrected by the laying of a new concrete second floor 
and other allied refirbishing. The project is mving along, slowing, but 
surely, and we can 10'Jk for-wa.r<fto llI.\ch improved and safer facilities in 
the next few weeks •. The lie~pCi8.tlan Council has approved the funding of the 
majority of the repair'colits Which 'ColneS from the monetary donations of the 
members of the 509th Radio Research Group each pay day. ~/e could think of 
no better investment than the welfare and sa.fety of the children. 

2. The 4th of July is going to be real .llmerican holiday for all the 
Idds. 'tIe are planning a party-picnic here in our own compeund, and hope 
to introduce hot dogs and all the trimrnin£s to all the children. Also, 
games, toys, girts and a. lot of G.I. attention is promised to fill out our 
mutuaJ. celebration. 'lie hope to have some photos from this occasion to send' 
to each of you. 

3. Boxes' of needed articles have heen coming in alnDst daily since 
. 

the publication or our last letter. Again, the list of benefactors is long. 
so thanks for this month go out to: 

A. Kozicki, Warren, };1chigan - 4 boxes of soap, toys, and 
miscellaneous needs. 

Harian Zieminsld, La J.idrada, Cal. - Toilet articles, books and 
crayons. 

Church of the Resurrection, Alexandria, Va. - 6 boxes of books, 
clothes, soap, shoes, toys, and misc needs. 

American Legion ftUX Post III, Oxford, Ala - 4 boxes of soap. 

BErA Clubs~ Oxford High School, Oxford, A1a., - Box of soap. 

~lrs. 1·1.1.. Haley, Peoria, Ill. - box of clothes. 

C.R. AntholT,f, lIDes City, Montana - box of clothes and toys. 

l-lrs. E.!!.. Clayton, Anniston, Ala., - box of soap, 

i'll's. 1·1. Seot t, i<niliJ;lton, Ala.. - box of clothes 
-%" 
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Ladies Aux VF\y 9148, La Mirada, Cal. - box of toys, books, 
toliet articles. 

Mr. Wengland,Red Bank, N.J. - Three bcoces of toothbrushes­
toothpast kits. 

Kings Couples Class of Tabernacle Baptist Church, Chillicothe, 
Ohio - 2 boxes of clothes and toys. 

Villegas, Carpentersville I Ill. - Box of to1$ and blothea. 

, E. Welch, Midland, Michigan - Box of plastic-ware dishes, oups, 
saucers. 

E.S. Grinnell, l~lle, ~lichigan - box of Instant lUlk. 

Hazel Dault. Iron Mountain, Miohigan - olothes, sosp, to1$ 
and miscellaneous needs. 

G.O. Cadwell, Helstead, Kansas - box of olothes. 

Mrs. Mary C. stevens, King of Prussia, Pa., - box of soap. 

Mack Riohards, Braddook, Pa. - Box of oandy, and sosp. 

H.A. J.1athEMS, Savannah, Ga. - ))ox: of to1$. 

VJIW PCII't. Aux'Tt2 and Mr8. A. ~U.- ,",-k, .~ - b<irilto&-.~-,,,,;~;~~ 
olothes and toys. . ..... 

Hrs. Darden's fifth graders, l1:anassas Park School, Va., -
box of olothes and soap. 

Valley Chapel l1.ethodist Church and Rev. Touvell. Derwent. Ohio -
box of clothes, and baby' needs. 

Twin Lake Girl Scout Troop 123 and Mrs. Lusk, Twin Lake Mich. 
Special thanks go to 5 girls of the Troop that hand-made 

toy monke1$ out of socks, buttons, yarn. and foam rubber, to qualify 
for their Toy maker Badge. The girls sent their very nice projects on 
to the children to enjoy. Congradulations girls on a job well done 
and another successful step in )'our Scout work. 

Aleo: The Amerioan Legion and Aux 1138, overton. Nevada. Ceorge 
and Ann Davis, and a.ll the following members who helped acheive a very 
successful project of 4 huge boxes of many needed items: 

The 110apa Valley High School Faculty 
The Moapa Valley High School student Body 
}/rs. Jo Ann Hitchcock 
Mr. & Mrs. Cl,yde Perkins 
Mr. &. Mrs. H4IIl"lalI. ~ 
Georgi Anne .Osaki. 

/ 

Ladies Aux VF\y 9148, La Mirada, Cal. - box of toys, books, 
toliet articles. 

Mr. Wengland,Red Bank, N.J. - Three bcoces of toothbrushes­
toothpast kits. 

Kings Couples Class of Tabernacle Baptist Church, Chillicothe, 
Ohio - 2 boxes of clothes and toys. 

Villegas, Carpentersville I Ill. - Box of to1$ and blothea. 

, E. Welch, Midland, Michigan - Box of plastic-ware dishes, oups, 
saucers. 

E.S. Grinnell, l~lle, ~lichigan - box of Instant lUlk. 

Hazel Dault. Iron Mountain, Miohigan - olothes, sosp, to1$ 
and miscellaneous needs. 

G.O. Cadwell, Helstead, Kansas - box of olothes. 

Mrs. Mary C. stevens, King of Prussia, Pa., - box of soap. 

Mack Riohards, Braddook, Pa. - Box of oandy, and sosp. 

H.A. J.1athEMS, Savannah, Ga. - ))ox: of to1$. 

VJIW PCII't. Aux'Tt2 and Mr8. A. ~U.- ,",-k, .~ - b<irilto&-.~-,,,,;~;~~ 
olothes and toys. . ..... 

Hrs. Darden's fifth graders, l1:anassas Park School, Va., -
box of olothes and soap. 

Valley Chapel l1.ethodist Church and Rev. Touvell. Derwent. Ohio -
box of clothes, and baby' needs. 

Twin Lake Girl Scout Troop 123 and Mrs. Lusk, Twin Lake Mich. 
Special thanks go to 5 girls of the Troop that hand-made 

toy monke1$ out of socks, buttons, yarn. and foam rubber, to qualify 
for their Toy maker Badge. The girls sent their very nice projects on 
to the children to enjoy. Congradulations girls on a job well done 
and another successful step in )'our Scout work. 

Aleo: The Amerioan Legion and Aux 1138, overton. Nevada. Ceorge 
and Ann Davis, and a.ll the following members who helped acheive a very 
successful project of 4 huge boxes of many needed items: 

The 110apa Valley High School Faculty 
The Moapa Valley High School student Body 
}/rs. Jo Ann Hitchcock 
Mr. & Mrs. Cl,yde Perkins 
Mr. &. Mrs. H4IIl"lalI. ~ 
Georgi Anne .Osaki. 



/ 

1ft, &; Hrt J •• DedzJnb1v 
Hariha •• fll. ens tM Rebel Club 
W ...... .4v\ ..... 

lIP •• Hre. "olin 11111 
(lyman Vel.eel' P'1re Dept. 
Lee mshop aDd the Texaco Station. 
Hr. to: Hrs. Darrel Bricker 
Jack Heitman 

In addition. Mrs. Davis am. the Child Welfare group sent 4 boxetI 
of baby needs that were certainly needed. 

4. Pleaae don't forget to send your photographs. \le have received 
a few. and we're hoping more are on the ~ to cQllplete our photo board 
of bene1'actOI'S for the Orphanage. Rl!memher - any size will do - just 
place your name and address on the bbck. Some group pictures 'WOuld. be 
ve.J:7 nice 1'raII the many sroupe mentioned this month, lilich the children 
woulrl greatly appreciate - they are looking .fontard to "seeing" you. 

5. We shall have news .for you next month (and photos. it we are 
able to get. them developed and duplicated in t.ime) of our 4th ot July 
partT, so wish us luck atId no tired backs 1'raII piggy-bacldng. 

6. Do not hesitate to write it there are any questions regarding 
the children. ife will gladly tumish all available infOl'lll&tion t.o you 
at your request. 

"He who atOpe toh~lp I!. ehW 'WIlU';;;;; ~thQlt ~i''': ~~!'::''IG!II!~ ••• 

"~') C) ft ,. C"" 
\~.~ 
Sanct.a ~la.r:1a Orphanage Councl.l 
CPT RICHARD L. ro$5, 
President 
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. ImADQU, .ItT:;],(o 
,$09th .llADIO RESE.;JlCH GROUP 

SANeT;' MnlUi. ORPHANrlGE,,,,sSOCL.TION 
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"He who stops to help a child will never be wit.hout love." 

INFORMATION LETTER 119 July 1967 

1. vie are most ham to report. tha.t the 4th of Jul7 picnic was 
a complete success. It was discovered, however, that the average 
I~rican soldier had no concept what-so-ever o~~he great'unending 
stamina and endurance of a child. No ons child was e:r.ha.usted, but 
there were a number of play-weary G.I.' s following the pnrty, as 
well as a very large group of children with full t'qlllT:JyS and arms of toys. 

The children arrived in ;:J buses, and the first. order of the day 
was the passing out of tOTS. Included were :3 bozes of plastic beach 
balls that required blowing up. V.any young ::nd healthy soldiers were 
soon various shades of blue lit green, buffing and puffing, by the time 
this was done. Dolls were distrubuted to the prls, and for the first 
time, we had enough toys to go around. (toys are a problem for us, as 
we t:lI.Ist put back the groups toys we receive over a period of time until 
we have sufficient number to be ~ble to give something to each child-and 
this tilOO your response was so lood prior to this party that we were able 
to do this ~~th no problem.) 

Beach balls were soon f~, dolls were being "ttended to as 
onlT little girls can do, paddle-balls 11Sre being wtplllined and demo­
onstrated by the "experts", and plastic boats, ducks, and th.; .like 
were being no~ted in our little pond by our water enth1U9iats. (The 
children also got to play with them.) The facts were that you were 
either going to get hit in the head with a flying beach ball, or 
slightly damp from retrieving lost boats, out of reech by soa1l hands 
and arms. One little (l]J.Y, evidently not impressed by the time it took 
to retrieve his plastic duck, promptly stepped into the 6 inch deep 
pond - shoes, clothea, and all, and got his duck for hil!lSelf - putting 
our "floating toy retrievo team" to shaJ:Je. His shoosWIlre SOOIl removed 
and he was elected leader of the team by, the men. " 

Lollypops ~IeN next and soon many of the toys, as well as Al'Il\Y 
uniforms, beco.mo a bU stiCky, but still usable. Hamburgers, hot dogs, 
fresh buns, cold sodas, and o.ll the trirmnings w"re ne:Jl:~, followed by ice 
croom and cooki&s, followed by more sodas, followed by £l,ll tummys. 

'Pickle relesh was very popular, a.s the children had Rever seen it before 
and more expert demOl'lStration was necessary to show where it was supposed 
to be put on tll1 sandldch. Mustard and ketcrup were also unknown by ':.ho 
kids, but "Jl.1lIIIlrican-know-hW' came to the reacue onpe again. 
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-- 1"!JotO/t were taken; however, due to the large number requ1red, we 
aren't able to get theJll in time to accomp~ this Letter. We will 
forward them to ee~h of you next month. 

When the celebration came to an end • all. ;3i hours of it - we 
couldnrt be sure 'Who had the [lOst fun - the men or the kids. It 
was a pretty even draw 'When goodbyes were exchanged and the children 
loaded tl"e buses for their return home. 

As we watched these future leaders and members of tomorrCM's 
Vietnam leave our station, it makes us even more determined to help 
them gm the freedom their elders are fighting for today. Without 
that freedom these kids, and all other children in the world, are 
lost. }{BiYbe some day during their own Independance cdebrat4.on. 
they will recall to their own kids, that day th,'y spur.t. with t,he 
American soldier., pll1ying games and eating tho·~ exot:tc Amerj <:an 
food c~ed a Hot Dogo For their children' Il eakG, we tope sc. 

2. We wish to· expresll the sincere II.P?l'Bei "t:;.on of everyone 
concerned in the Sa.ncta Maria Orphanage P,S)j(jct~o the students and 
faculty of Ursinus College;" Collegeville, P3.., and to the ClIl:nbere 
of the CampUll Chest F\lnd. I quote their letter: 

IIEvery year :.l1e studentll of Ursinus C0llege 
conc.1J.ct a ·:'r')n-day fund raising drive for tne 
benefit of selected charities. Thii' year we 
have chosen the Saneta Maria Orphanase Asso., 
to receive part of the funds collected. Please 
find enclosed a Check for $800 to be used to 
further the help being given t.oo small vie~ims 
of this war." 

Once again, thank you all for your part in this ,,'ortily couse, 
Ursinus Coll~e is Il shining example of the tl'1le Ar:1erican Spirit. 

;3. Another special word of thanks goes out -t·o 11~:3, E. MacArthur 
of Saginaw, Mich., who took on the jX'oject of ge~,ting ','II' Orphanage 
infonnation in the local Saginaw News. Her effort.s r(""llted in a 
half -page sto17 in their 4th of JulY iseue about our irterest and 
work with the children. Sarah 3nith, a reporter fer the News, wrote 
the fine sto17 a.-:rl the response of the reuders heE> aU'" ~<!y been most 
gratifying. Matter of fact, Sancta }larin r.a S 8. large 1l11l!lOOl' of friends 
througbt Saginaw and ill of Michigan, and the nu:rrber J.~ n0\'1 growing, 
thanks to too efforts of Mrs. MacArthur. 
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4. Further words o:f.' tbanka J.his month go to: 
" 

Mrs Wm. Og:l.n and the GSA Troop 2006,. ManaSSBs, Va. .. , far 
their hard work aI¥1 donllt.ions of clothes, toys, booke..jlIlCi .soap. 

Mrs. Arlene L. Willilllll8 and the Mon~ Night Circle ot 
W(i!lIen's Fellowship, Congregationnl Church of lleterborough, N.H., 
for the boxes of toothbrushes, toothpaste kits, e.nQ alee 'soap. 
(Would you believe we have a lot of cleaner teeth lately?) 

" The Villegas Family - Carla, Miguel, Evelyn, Ma:dna, Md 
Alan, Carpentersville, Ill" for their box of clothes &:d !;c'Il?_ Also 
to Mrs, Villegas for the 2 special recipes. 

7 Mrs. J.A. Whitehead, Oxtard, Ala., for the :;':''' :f 50ap. 

Mr. Chester J. Gembski, CbambersbU!'g, PII"., for 1.iH' h:x of 
clothes. 

E.S. GriIrlel of Mll;rv:ille, Mich., fN' tho l::,t'j,'; ,jf ;:n,,',-,."rt 
Milk and mise. foo:! needs, 

Church oi the ibr;sUI'!'ection members J Al'iZ~.mr-'..l),. Va.. for 
their cbnation of cloth.;,; and tpye. 

Miss Loretta. Zielinski of Detroit, M.ich: for tt'1e 2 bo:ms 
of clothes and toy~. 

Mrs, M. Scott, A.."ll'Iiston.; Ala., for the box of ('lothe~. 

Irs, Darden's Fifth Gra.d~ Class, Manassas Parle Scheol, Va., 
for the two boxes of needed items, 

Mrs, Shirley PuJJ.ey, Terre Haute, Ind" for the box of 
clothes. 

Mr. We.}'!le Munkel, /;mes, Iowa, and a fOl'llle:',:ne;r':-o:r. of "']x 

organization, for his check in support of the mm bu:.tldi:'lg 1U.t:u. 

Mr. & Mrs.~W .H. Golombiak;y of Ithaco. llich. > i'o;' their check 
a1Id good wishes. 

L:l.lUa!l A. ~iillf"', Saginaw, M<.ch" who rAspondv" -,;,ith a 
chsek nfter rending the nEMspaper story of our project. 

steinkamp Bros, Post 853. V.F.W., N.Y. and Mr. Morton 
Wildfeuer who hea.ded their projset of collecting soap for the children,. 
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'R.J. Ksenich. Hallstead. Pa •• for the box of clothes. 

G. Freeman, I)qyton, Ohio, for the box of clothes. toy!!. ple.stic­
ware and other needs. 

Ma17 E. Jones of Mary&v111e, Cali!., tor her donetion of soap. 

Mrs. W.A. Poe and the Coosa Valley Ext., H&H Club, Ohatchee. Ala •• 
for their contribution ot soap. 

Mr. Fred H. Haas. V.F .W. Post 9300 of Napa, Calif. tor the box ot 
soap. 

Mr. Ie Mrs. Carl Zeigler. Reading. Pa., for the varioWl toye. but 
especially the plastic beach balls that were flying thr(Ylgh the air during 
our party. 

I'll's. E. MacArthur, Sa£inaw, Mich., who also sent soap. toy!! and' 
craYO!ll!l • 

Marian Zielll1nski a1d the Ladies Aux. V. F. W.. 9148, L... Mirllda.. 
Calif., tor 5 boxes (,f 60<"\,., .• toothbruaheB, cOEils, tol.1.at needs, and 
baby clothes. TheSE boxa" t.ave baen coming in at a steady rate. A biB 
thanks to all you laJies who worked on this large p)7oject., 

Mrs. Sophie Cole =d all the membere of the ;!.yner Sunday School. 
the Vacation Bi~le School, and the Women's Society of Chr1etian Service 
ot the Hyner Methodist Church. Hyner, Pa., for their cont:'ibution o! 
$40.00 for the children's welfare. 

4. Word was also recently received fromllr. &. Mrs. F.P. McAncny 
of Lir.hthouse Point. Fla, who h;!ve completed another huge drive for the \ 
Orphanage which has successtully resulted in the coHcctio':1 and shipcant 
of 97 cartons ot needs, weighing well over a ton. ':i'hid !!':::::-ks the second 
year that these wonderful people have responded in a gigl).c'Hc manner to 
the needs of the children. We'll h:WE> more specific ini\; '~n this when it 
arrives. Our he::.rt-telt appreciation h"rdly espressos the' i,'I'.'ltitude of 
the children who will benefit trom this effort. 

S. (The following is a pereonal 4th of Jc::..y OOGo.n.e;1? !roril the ,'rc:sident 
of S,M.O,A" CPT Rich~d L. Sowers.) 

Almost every day I receive letters from interested p~o?le ~nd groups 
all over the UnitC(~ St;.tcs. ",nd in every case the writer ;']Jvor fa.ils to 
express their appreciation and/or prayers for our soldiers) the children, 
and this worthy project we are eneaged in here in Vietnam. I thank each 
of you for this. beCause it not only gives us personal chee:!.' - b"t. :JO~V' 
il:lportant - we are able to show the Vietnamese people that p"!,l61'ica is mads 
up of people that care for other human beings and will respond when help 
is needed. 

\ 
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----

I~,is regretable that the outstanding work and efforts of each of you 
that receive this Letter is nvt publicized with greater, or ~t least, equal 
vigor as al'e. .. other stories th!kt do not truly reflect the real America spirit 
of brotherhood.-",UnlortunutelT it seems "b.,d" nCWl! has always gained more 
attention than "tood'C.-. Nevertheless, know this. We who recGive your ; 
kind worde, Wiehe., prayers, and the proot ot your sincere interest in what 
we're doing here, along with the Viet~se people and children that we 
work and associate with, .!sDQ1! and recognize the wonderful spirit. ot A;.l\;rica. 
They witness what is in your heart. For thiS, we thank you. You represent 
the compassion and true spirit ot our Country. 

Recently I 1/".:IS fortunute to witness 400 Vietl1llll!eee orphans singing 
"God Bless America", Believe!:le, they were singing that for each ot you. 

6. Please keep the photographs coming in. For you that have juet 
joined our ever-growing family, we have asked tor a photo of you or your 
group to place on n picture-board at the Orphanage. Any size will do. 
Just place your name and address on the back, and send it to us tor the 
children. 

7. Do not hesitate to write it there are any questions reearding 
the children or the Counen' a ,:etivities with the Or~)lu:.nafe. vie will 
gladly furnish all availilLi. information to you at YOll:' request. 

&y God rn:.nt you wisdon and good health in you:r. deHberations to 
come. You have eJOlted Hi:> name through the miracle ot hu.'!lD.n kindnese. 

Sanct" Maria Orphan1l.g$ Council 
CPr RICHhll.D L. SOWERS 
PRESIDENT 
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I!E!. D0f!tJtT1"JlS 
5:JIiITR &l)lO 'l~,S1,r',(d GP';:UP 

SXMCTJ'l :lVj', l ~ 1 A CP1IhAlin.GJ~ ll:J3 .... :X; 7..1.':r:()~~ 

"He who l!t,ops '~,o h"lr. a child will nevel' be w:!. thout lave." 

INl"OOM.ITION LETrI<lt!f '0 

1. ~le wot''::d H.ke to welecme the following new benefactors this 
month to oar S"I"'?'-t:",y,(1.:1'S fen::lly- to the children: 

• i'iiles City, Mont. 

Wm. George !1f)(}rath Pest 8244, V.F.ll., San Francisco, Calif. 

Lucille I-lo~,:e. 
F:lnnell AUX. Ii 971 ::.1' ;iswton. 

• Newton Kansas, and the Wb1tesell-

Yoor kind letters a::rl donatioll8 have arrived in good order, am 
W!I thank ;rou for you..~ (lGsiste.nce in our project. 

2. Those mar.y fdends of SP5 Ernest D. Moore, who have been 
sending ;rour donation~ tnro~gh him to us, ,please ~ that ~eet 
has completed his to',":,' in Vietnam and returned to the U.S. He has 
forwarded the cartons he has received, but would like to rel1l1nd all 
of his friends to send thelll direct to the Orphanage address (as above) 
in the future. 

SP5 lioore did a joIOndert'ul Job of creating sincere interest 8JlXIDg 

his friends all over the U.S. while workiIl€ with us. Our heart-felt 
tha.nke and those of the children (!p out to Ernest, and good luck on 
your new assisgnment. You will be missed by all. 

3. Last Hay we published a Ust of itelll8 met generaJ.ly needed 
by the children. Howe.-er, with the great number of ;rou who haw beCOl'll8 
active in our projeot since then - and have requested information on 
what to send that would be mst beneficial - w shall reprint that list 
fo'!' you. or course monetary donations are always welcolll8. liemember 
to make checks or money orders payable to the "Sancte Maria Orphanage 
hssociation." Please rememer 1!9.t. to send U.S. currency. 1111 it is not 
used in this country. Needs include: 

Soap 
Cooking utenlllUS 
Plastic Bowl" 
Childrsns Picture Social 
Toys - a~ condition 

,.- Toothpaste 
" ~rgent 

Pots-pana-'li&. 
l'lastic l'~ 

Colorinr Books 
Cra;roll8 
Clothes, ~ condition, tor all 

ages to 17 yra. but SUlllllll!' ~. 
Toothbrushes 
Wash Clothe 
Towels 
POlidered UJ.lk 
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INl"OOM.ITION LETrI<lt!f '0 
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Instant Hot or Dry Cer. <:.1 
tiL lit weight bRbr blarlket.s 
D1.:.pers 
Ch:il .. lr~Jns gatleB w~·lic~L d,0 7j" .... 

require wr:!.tton d: ";~~1 5 0:"8 

to lL'1derf;;~·and C),' p~' aJ 

rL .. stic Cu:)!! 
]3, T:::!.-."i{:s-
8i::';' , ; .. <;lio"l itelllll for 

C·' .. l"t:;i r ... :"d E:c!""%tcho ... 

Of course, t,!1fB2 .. ,.e just. a few of ma.t:W needs, but will give you 
an idea of the t.hil1",s t.rl~,t are difficult or impossible to ob~ain over here. 

4. In last. rarmt.h' e Letter, I spoke of witnessing 400 Yict!lal!leSlil 
chil,iren sint.ing "":-d 31p.ss Ll,:<n'ica," However, I neglected to mer,tion 
thilt these SMlG child:.'C:n singing this song had been heard and recorded 
by hrthur Godfrey during a visit to Vietnam a few oonths ago, This 
same recordiIl£ wail p1ay<:d durin", one of his prograLlS last :~onth, I 
believe. So if any of you hca'x\ that particluar program, you actua.ll;r 
het,rd 801:le of ou~ ~'!m children fran the OrphaIlLite '\-mo attend the school 
whe1'" the recording W'dS l'lCde, l;y personal thanks to those of you that 
inc;nired; thus, b:'lngir,,, it to 1:J3' attention. Since we h",d no way of know­
~,ng that. it was gning to be fltred, it was not possible to advise you 
p~10r to the prog'7am; belt H any of you heard it, you 'l:JIl7 huve 
si,:,,~d my eootion at he>'.:>' lr,g ·~;rl.s wonderful response of these children. 

;,11'0, on the'subj0ct Ci! ~he ab<5'IG sc!1()ol,·~t '1:S·li:i'f."i7i:'esl,~n€" to note 
th~ marvelous job being acco~plished by u dedicated [roup of Brothers thnt 
teil.~;l and guide these young Vi0tna.!!l6Be orpoons at the Don Bosco School 
hel'8 ::'n Saigon; The School is "up.·orted by the C<ltholic helief Society 
.:::nd .ielcomes orphans from 3.11 ovar VictIldlll., regardless of reli[ious b",ck­
Er-"cn1, and teaches them Iii. trade. In our country "re 'WOuld c"ll it a 
l'rld'o School. l1any of the children from Soncta l..:,ric i:.,. tend there and 
le:yf' a trade so as they can l£.ter go out into the wrld "nd I!lG.ke a living. 
,i DLnbHr of local businesses have need for porticulLr skills that ,lre 
tSIl.rht there, "nd will plan years ahe&d for the students thcLt will fill 
thei:r requirements \lpon coupletion of school. The school il> staffed b:' the 
Silesian Order of Gr,tLolic Broth::rs who have dedicated their lives in 
helrjng these children. Thus, this is where Nr. Godfrey recorded the 
cluj dnln singillf, a.'ld I attended a cere: .. ony in honor of the American 
representative of the Cdholic Relief Society, Ill'. Mooney, who ~ro.s dep.s:rting 
Vietnc,m for a new assignlll>;nt in Ke~. 

5. n welcome supply of needs have come in aince tro l.:lst Letttlr, so 
we send our thanks this oonth on behalf of tho children tOI 

Susan H. Hohr, Sag:ina.w, bich., for her variety of needs wlrl.et 
includ"d: Diapers, j'u.stic rants, Fkstic bowls and glasses, i'iash cloths 
and Soap, and various toys. 

l'.arion Ziemnski, La td.randa, Calif., for the 5 hOlOeS of clothes, books, 
toys and auly other needs. 
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Lucille Holle and the i!lrlteseU-Finnell Aux. # 971 of N:,wton, Ka.nsas, 
for their box of misc. needs. 

Mr. & Mrs. James Vaughan, Lakewood, Calif., for the baby clothea. 

R.J. Ksenich, Hallstead, Fa., for the box of baby clothes. 

HI's. Y~ry Stevens, King of Prussia, 1'a., for the Instant IT.ilk and 
pudding, candy, soap, and cocoa. 

}~s. Elmer CTanschow, Saginaw, ltlch., for her box of soap. 

l,rs. E Hacilrthur, S;:.ginaw, l-!ich., for 3 boxes which included; toys, 
toothpaste, soap, and baby clothes. 

The Villegas Family, C"rpentersville, Ill., for tte donation to the 
building fund, and 3 boxes of Instant milk alld clothing. 

The ~Jt1 George McGrath V.F .\'1. Post 8244 of San Francisco for the 
donation of 2 boxe of very interesting toys. Lots of good times included 
in there. 

The Church of the :.,;surrection, Alexandria, Va., for the clothes and 
toys. 

ilnna, Ott, Hiles City, Mont., for the selection of clothes. 

6. We would like to thank }lr. &. Mrs. George C; c"rell, Halstead, 
Kansaa, for their ld..!!d letter and l!'e"lUBsti for informat:'con; 

"lso, 11rs. E.!',. Clayton, Anniston, J.la., who 
in obtdning many needed lrticles, wri:tes us that 
way, but were delayed due to her hospitalization. 
effort,. and best wishes fOl' a speedy recovery. 

has been very successfuJ. 
other needs are on the 

Our thanks for your 

We thank all those who haw; written andexpress€d their apprecia:tion 
and prayers f?r the work being done here. Your kind .. 'Ords and thoughts 
mean a great deal to us here in Vietnam. 

7. lie regret to announee that the 4th of Ju1.y pi cnic photos are not. 
yet available. Incre<lsed combat req\lirementsof the l/.·"tog::t'«phy facilitl' 
are. of course, higher priority so we must wait. l~e d,k:l forward thetl 
as soon as they are available to each of you. 

S. The ,09th Radio Research Group Commander, Col.onel John J. 
)tcFadden. has forwarded the 8.1, .. 0.". Council - ant', rec,'.l'csted that we 
include in this month's Letter - a "P".t On the Blck" t··, <;a<.;h of you. 
in. recognition of your assistance and sincere interest in unr proj'ilct 
with the Orphanage. 
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Normal.l.y, these are prcsented only to rdlltar;r tleooere of our Group 
for vari0U8 special achievements in the line of duty; horrever. your heart­
warm1ng response to our efforts prompted tl-e Colonel to ask you to accept 
a small token of appreciation. 

AS to the design: The Tiger on the left side of the card is the 
5Q9th Group emblem that represents the fighting spirit of the Group. 
(His bandagee are typical of the bumps and bruiees normally received when 
fil'hting to get a big job accomplished.) The orange patch in the lO'trer 
right is our shoulder-patch; that of the Hil1tar;r Aseistance COJllllland. 
Vietnar.I. 

We hope you will enjoy your "Pat On The Back" ;',l1d remain honorAry 
memers of the best outfit in Vietnam - The 509th li..::dio Research Group. 

9. (Reprinted from last month) Please keep the photographs coming 
in. For you that have just joined our ever-€rowing family. wa have asked 
for a photo of you or your ;::roup to place your name and address on the 
back, and send it to us for the children. 

10. Do not hesitate to write if there are allY questions regarding 
the children or the Conncil' e activities with the Ol·phanage. \te will 
gladly furnish all available infol'!llation to you at YOU::' request. 

May God grant you wisdon and good health in your delibl:rations to come. 
You have exalted llis mme through the miracle of human kindness. 

, ''', '.~... ~ ( •.. ~.- •.. , 
i 2L.cCA'·~ .......... ,_,,-....., 
I 

S"I-lCT" llAlU,. CiU'IW~G1 C0UNC IL 
CPT. RICIWtD L. SOtfJiBS 
PllESIJJ.EJ.,T 

, 
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HIWXJl!.1tl'ERS 
~ RAmo RESEARCH GI!OUP 

SANC'l'A MARIA OIlFH1.NAGE ASSJCIATION 

"He who st.ops to help a ehild will never 1:>e without lave. II 

INFOltiATION LmPlt 111 Septel!lber t 96'1 

t. jlLblicl'.tion.llrro,!!': COI1trar,r to What we stuted tn lant months 
Information Letter, the 4th of J~ photos arrived in time, (':.hD SIilIe 
d~ we were mailing out the Letters). 80 they verI') inChlded W:'.:~:l no 
explanation. RegardleslI:, we were glad they f':I.nalJy ~.H;~"od .... ,:..1. 01;1' 

the.nks to all of you that hl!.VEI written, telling \ts you ;"(lceivad end 
enjoyed thCll'.. Poseibl;!r many of :you recognized vuious toy" and 
article. of elothing that you have donated over th'l! ;:a/lt mont:ul, and 
the pride in 1Ib1ch the ohildreIl enjoy them. ••• eep!'()b~T rlw.ir,g a 
"dresa-up" day such a.:.l th .. t .... &8. 

In the "Wish I Had &I Pioture of That" depart.t'an'J: One little 
g1rl, about 4. atl'.ril'lg at the hot dog on her plate ~ .. n complete con­
fusion. as she war:; t..7...ns t.\:I figure out how she Wh6 s'l/posed to eat 
this thing; Anothor li':.tlo su:T - UllhapPy abol~t tryL"\8 to master the 
use of a spoon - tr.l·ow'..r.g it 1I.WtJ:1 end d1v1n& face dqwn ~to his dish 
of ioe ol'Mllli end <'oming up far air w1th1.C'e C!i'een (1ve~l4ce UIlept 
in his mouth ••• smil!.ng ear to ear at ~ eucces!I. 

Anyway, 118 conclud.ed that ld.ds are about the "&"l'" :>l:!. ovnr the 
world ... espec1~ when it comes to a picnic with h.)t uug!) a"1ct ice 
ore&lll. It was a scene weIll 1mB remember and &..'1 E'Y..'(ler:~~no e t.o 
oherish for a long time to come. 

2. !!t~.! Late Th!}.'1 !i'3ve~: We willh to thank lUc:.:l[Dl1 CO::i?rec~­= Jim Harvey for his a:Jmow'ledgeme:nt of the grent int.,,,:·s,,,t. tr.·, 
peopltl ot his stilts have proVided Our project. 1:! .. Sn.g:inGl't/ l>/fo!WS 

a:rt.1cle or a. coupl'S !J!On'l.>.~ ago prompted Cong!'Sl3lrull'. iil\rYllyt I; con:­
p1:i.ment,s. Mich1gnn con'Ji:"1:11C!l3 to lead in thEl mmtoec- 0: J,'ert Xl}' i'.lI(lnl 

<)ne stnte that ore mGmhe~'" of our project. 

3. New Benefactol'C r~J.s Horn.h: Our ap'Jl'ec:., .. t.:.;);~. i:'Cl r..'(~ k 
the folloW'ii:lg perac.l"..ll /;\>1'1-clubs -;;;; have ree~ntJ,1' : .. '..1;l CW' C(!.lJ.:;S: 

_i'lrhCt· 

G1IIIls Aux - Loch Lomond Bapt... Kanasso.s.. \,,,. 

st At'.ne I s Stlci et;v. T:l.lt.on, N. H. 

Mre. Josej:lh Frene:!.s~ Anniston. Ala • 

...2-
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Powers and Murphy, LIls Vegas, Nev. 

L.D. Mo1Sr. Reading, Pa. 

Mrs. R. John Miller, Erie, Pa, 

Miss Louie Trego, Newton, Kan. 

A special woed of thanks to Miss Ka;r Hill and the Firellght 
Class, Overton, Nev" which includes: Pauline Birch, I>'l.urel Ar..derson, 
Becky Anderson, Janet BIlBhma.n, Sandy Payne, Deanero. Secld.nger .• Conrr,,,, 
Melvin, Angl!l. &uith and Janice Shertill1'1'. You ~'oung lOOies d::'d a 
fine job on your project to alJSist the children. 

4. Increased terrorist activity in the loc:.l are:). has lu!ted 
our visits this past month to 0~.3 trips. Nevcl;,t.he.~·.:·3, ~!e ~'sre 
'ible to deliver all the donations that have arri'md, 12 •• () ,'l.re h<"P1JY to 
l~eport th!l.t all the children are fine and tha.t tho CO,lstL~,lCtio" on the 
ciowntown building io 'stUl progressing. A complr:t '.un d: ~e ;t!lj' be 
possible in anothFlr 60 d<l':i'8, depending upon loca';, ~0nr!4t:\.on6. As you 
know, coliditions are 1'ar from ideal in our area. t;~V'e:,thel~s3. prngrss 
is being made. 

5. Welcome boxes ,-,,': dOIl.'l.tions and chegkQ h~J7e arlY~ I'3d sir.oe t·ho 
J a&tr~:. and tt:ank,. ';;'l behal1' 01' the children ij,O oU'~ 1:.0 the 1'01.­
lowing: 

Mr. Virgtl Morgan, Renton, Wash., rfl:' b~,3 ch ... ck. 

Julius Wishannn. Louisville, Ky., (sorry - no i'~O:r."l ,,: tho 
~orrect spelling 01' this name) 1'Qr the corton 01' ;,8ed,,':l·.~othb"'.1sheB 
~'hich ,(as passed on to t'S by the Dept. 01' De1'ense repr<;;<",nta.tl ve in ,_ 
tho Saigon ~ea. 

Pmre1:'S and Murph;'r, Las Vegal!!, Nev., for the 4 b::J:"s of 
,,10thL'l€ • 

Members 01' the 101st F.adio Research Company for the ':lox of 
,:.lastic e!l'~bg utencils. 

Mrs, lieor.~e T, Ht."rldl'lf, Woodlawn, Ga., for the> .":inc ssl.v'b.or. 
ef wa.sh clot2s; tom::l,,; .',,,ap; t(..othbruahea and too'~hpa.et": com~:; e.nd 
,)ther mise, needs. 
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Mrs. S.A. Thompeon. DrYLc.s, Tex., for her check. 

St. Anne'S Society, Tilton, N.H. for the box of clethea, 

Mr. Wengland, St. Petersburg, Fla., for his 2. boxes of soap, 
tb18', (landy, and games. 

Mrs. Alice E. Wall II.I1d Sgt. James W. Hennessey Post Aux. 712, 
V1!W, for the clothes, soap, toys II.I1d books. 

Mrs. Chris Roper, Halstead, Kan., for her donation of clot!les. 

SP4 Clark, Hq & Svc Compall7, 509th HR Gr'~'up, tor the slot 
car track II.I1d model race cars. 

Miss Kay Hill and the Firelight Girls fo)~ thE' clottes II.I1d 
toys. 

Mrs. N. Ziegler, Bath, Pa., for the 2 boxes 0::' toothpaste 
and sosp. 

Mrs. Jos'!lph Fz-allcis, Anniston, Ala., for hor e!Hlck. 

~. "~' .. ~.. ·---...... ·Macritl.1::lm:rdn:,and the AmerICinLigrOii-Post -99. Bridl:i1()k;-"'~;: 
r'wf"'f'~.~ tor the 2 roms of soap. 

Mr. & Mrs. L.D. Moyer, Reading, Pa., for theil.' welcClllo check 
to the buildir.g iimd. 

Miss Louie Trego, NCNton, Kan., for the box of c::.~th'!1£!. 

The ,Tunior Girls Unit, Mrs. Mar,r Trout and the VFW L!ldies 
Aux. of the T'llOmas J. Ka,ranaugh Post 2290,' }Ianvi~l.e. "vJ. for :2 boxes 
of toy", books, and gamea. A fine proje~t by the Jun: or G-':'rle. 

The rim. George McGrath Post 8244, VFW, San Fl'&"":,,f,~O, r:e.llf",· 
for the donation of soap, 

6, Co::-r-eeoor.cc:nce: Local conditions samet;"' ',6 l:lE.ice :!.;;, ;;~ • .:'fj C'2~f. 
to reply iiiiii:;diate;Syto oDur inquiries. If you ''':'''il wri.tt"n a..."ld not 
r,-:ceived a prompt ".)";'>Wer,. please excuse us. rt h clot an olTel's:ti~~,t" 
and weill send the i.:lfo::<]£'tion you request as fast, as pvc,eible. 
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Again, thank each of you who have written this month for your 
kind 1ettel!s and words of appN~i,:\tion concerning our efforts, Our 
particular part in helping the Vietnamese people remains very successful. 
through your wonderful. efforts in assisUng us. 

7. As )'Our photos are cODling in, the project to 
post them on Board" at Sencta Maria will soon be getting 
under ~. We eventually will have photos of the board in the Or­
phanage for you. 

Please keep )'Our personal or group photos ct,rrlng to hel.? com­
plete the Board as soon as possible. 

S. Do not hesitate to write it there are any questions regarding 
the children or the Councilts activities with the Orphnnage. lye will 
gladly furnish all available information to you at your :-aquesto 

May God grant you wiedC'l'l and good health in your rkJiberlition,'3 to come, 
You have exalted His 1l,"'B through the miracle of humar:, kindness. 

~.,.o'--. ,<" '''''''''' .... ____ "''''',''-'- ••. '"'~"'" •. '. 

~'Itllt~t'>"" , , 'N" " 
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HEADQUlIRTERS 
5Q9th RADIO RESEilRCH GROUP 

SAll:TJi MARIA ORPHANitGE ASSOCIATION 

"He who stops to help a child will never be without low." 

INFORMATION LETTER # 13 November 1961 

1. A Friend Goes Home: Fond larewells were spoken this mnth -
some in broken English, but most in Vietnamese - to our Group Como­
mander, Colonel John J. MacFadden who completed his tour here and 
departed lor his new assignment in the U.S. He will not only be 
missed by all of us who benefited from his outstanding ),eadership# 
but the children have lost a real buddy whose Dutatrtlol8d Il'II8 'weI!'" 
aliaye there to liit a little one; whose large emile broke down all 
child-like lea.r of a "very tall stranger"; and whose never ending 
flow of energy during his visits wae always a. source of wonder. 
Andre, the staff. and all the children - especia.lly those who were , 
fortunate enough to be lifted high upon his shoulders - will r~ 
ber him a8 a. real friend and one who holds the welfare of othere 
first and foremost in his daily life. A friend ta.s gone home to be 
welcomed a.nd loved by those other children in his life - his own. 

2. Christ .... s Toys: As we ha.ve noted t.o Il>'lr,y of you in letters, 
we have begun seperating the toys that "'e recei.v'i in your various do­
nationa and putting them aside for ou'!' mm:m::. Ch:r istmns party next • 
month. 'We already have a. good start, b'Jt. if any of you. a.re planning 
to send Christmas presents for the chi:;.,;l,·.m, "lie ",';ggest doing it a.s 
800n as possible as the entire volU/lll'l of l:lail coming into Vietnam 
during this period will be greatly incre", .. ed and subject to delays. 

We have a Santll Claus suit on the way. courtesy of Mrs. Norman 
Ziegler, Bat.h, Fa" and a numbtlr of ('andJ.cates in mind for tha main 
role. Flar,,,, are 00;'/,"<8 'larned by the S. M ·0,;' , Council lor the IIIEIllY 
details of the occasion. Again~ we plln to have photographs for you 
as soon as Fl)ssible aiter the pal't,;'·. rie are all looking forward to 
a memorable Christmas for the children. 

3. !!!:~:J!mQr.q: We welM!Il'3 the lol1l')~:ing people to our project 
who have jr;.:,,,;.' "" -tl'_~R mr;nth: 

. Mr. Ho'mrd) Manl::.esas, Vil'gil')~.!l. 

Mr. & Mrs. LaVorn Koehn, Halstead, Kansas 

Tbe Covenant Methodist Church, Reading. Fa. 
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Bertha '1hlson, Sant" Rita, New Mexico 

Deacons of Westminister Presbyterian Church, Terre Haute, 
Indiana. 

4. Belated Thanlqs: Due to nnny and var1ed operational comm1t­
menta this month 1t became impossible to send each of you a personal 
word of thanks and notification that your donations arrived eafe~. 
It is the po11cy of the Assoc1ation. and will continue to be,. that 
each of you reo'ive personal notification pertaining to your gifts 
arrival whenever possible. Aa it waa not this mont •• please accept 
our apologies and a large thanks for your understanding and patience 
until this Information Letter arrives. Therefore, our thanks go out 
to: 

Mr. & Mrs. John HUl. Overton, )levada: box of soap and cloth-
ing. 

Mrs. Elmer O. GanSchow, Saginaw, 14ichigln: Toys, infant needs 
and clothing. 

clothing. 

The Covenant Methodist Church, Reading, Pa,: l~x of toys. 

The Toner Family, BOwie, Mar-Jland: clothes, toys, and books. 

Mr. & Mrs. laVern Koehn, Halstead, Kansas: box of clothes. 

Ruth W. Riley and the Ladies hUX 1307, Elgin, Ill.: Box of 

Mrs. Mary Stevens, King Of Prussia, Pa,: plastic ware, candy 
soap, towels and wash cloths. 

The Villegas F",mily, Ca.rpentersville, I11.: baby needs, and 
clothes. 

Anna ott, Miles C1ty, Montana: clothes, toys, and shoes. 

Mrs. Fred Pulley and the Deacons of Westminister Presbyterian 
Church, Terre Haut.e" Indiana: 3 boxes of items includ1ng chewing gum, 
crayons, color~ books, baby needs, clothing, toys, and toothpaste. 

Mrs. Velma Kulp and the S.F. Rainbow Aux 2065 VFW, San Fran­
cisco: 2 boxes of toys, infant needs, and dry milk 

Bertha '1hlson, Sant" Rita, New Mexico 
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Indiana. 

4. Belated Thanlqs: Due to nnny and varied operational comm1t­
menta this month it became impossible to send each of you a personal 
word of thanks and notification that your donations arrived eafe~. 
It is the policy of the Association. and will continue to be,. that 
each of you reo'ive personal notification pertaining to your gifts 
arrival whenever possible. Aa it waa not this mont •• please accept 
our apologies and a large thanks for your understanding and patience 
until this Information Letter arrives. Therefore, our thanks go out 
to: 

Mr. & Mrs. John Hill. Overton, )levada: box of soap and cloth-
ing. 

Mrs. Elmer O. GanSchow, Saginaw, 14ichigln: Toys, infant needs 
and clothing. 

clothing. 

The Covenant Methodist Church, Reading, Pa,: l~x of toys. 

The Toner Family, BOwie, Mar-Jland: clothes, toys, and books. 

Mr. & Mrs. laVern Koehn, Halstead, Kansas: box of clothes. 

Ruth W. Riley and the Ladies hUX 1307, Elgin, Ill.: Box of 

Mrs. Mary Stevens, King Of Prussia, Pa,: plastic ware, candy 
soap, towels and wash cloths. 

The Villegas F",mily, Ca.rpentersville, Ill.: baby needs, and 
clothes. 

Anna ott, Miles City, Montana: clothes, toys, and shoes. 

Mrs. Fred Pulley and the Deacons of Westminister Presbyterian 
Church, Terre Haut.e" Indiana: 3 boxes of items including chewing gum, 
crayons, color~ books, baby needs, clothing, toys, and toothpaste. 

Mrs. Velma Kulp and the S.F. Rainbow Aux 2065 VFW, San Fran­
cisco: 2 boxes of toys, infant needs, and dry milk 



Mr. Fred Haas and" the VFW Poet 9300, Napa, Calif: clothes, 
sewing items, plastic ware, wash cloths and towels, and a second 
box of clothes, chewing gum, canned goods and package foods. 

SUsan M. Mohr, Saginaw, Michigan: coloring books, cra,yons, 
story books, toys, plastic Lowls and glasses, and a second box of 
needed rubber _hinge for the children. 

Marian Zieminski and the Ladies Aux. VFW, La Mirada, Calif: 
.3 boxes of clothes and accessories, books, coJllbs, toys and gifts for 
Christmas. 

Mrs. Paul Pachowka, Woodlyn, Pa.: box of clothes. 

Mrs. E. MacArthur, Saginaw, Michigan: 2 boxes of toys, 
candy, medical items, dry milk, and other various items. 

Howard, Manassas, Virginia: box of clothes. 

Mr. 8< Mrs. George Cadwell, Halstead, Jj:ansas, and especially 
Mrs. H.W. Talbott, Chairman of the American Legion Aux, who furnish­
ed the large amount ot postage for their many boxes of donations. 

Mrs. Pearle H. Corn, Anniston, Alaba.ma: Check for the 
children1s fund. 

The l'llilathea Sunday School Glass of McCoy Methodist 
Church, Anniston, Alabama: Check tor the children'e fund. 

Bertha Wason, Santa Rita, New Mexico: box ot clothing. 

On behalf of the children - our sincere thanks to each of you. 

5. Pbotos: Many photos of donors and groups continue'to 
arrive for our Photograph Soard at the Orphanage. Please forward 
yours if you haven't already done so, as we will continue to add 
them to the board as they arrive, (It's never too late.) ", 

6. 'l'hanIrIsrlyin8: As we observe our day ot Thanks this month, 
we ask that the underpriviledged or oppressed throughout the 'Irorld 
be made part ot your prayers on that day. Let us give thanks for 
the blessings we have received through the efforts of our Pilgrim " 
fathers who left oppression and settled a free, new world. Let 
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, , 
us remember all those people who are still denied the freedom and 
opportunity of Thandsgiving, and especially our Vietnamese friends 
who are striving to gain this basic privilege of free people. These 
blessings - no matter how large or small - are the result of free­
dom and the great heritage of free people everywhere. 

7. Do not hesitate to write if there are any questions re­
garding the children or the Councilts activities with the Orphanage. 
We ~l gladly furnish all available information to you at your re­
quest. 

S, One Last Word of Thanks: Our deep appreciation is past 
due to Mr. Harry Goldlm, well-known author and editor of the Caro­
lina Israelite paper of Charlotte, North Carolina, whose quote we 
use at the end of each Letter, It seems especially appropriate 
during this month of Thandsgiving, and it reads: 

"May God grant you wisdom and go,od health in your deliberations 
to comel You have 'exalted His name through the miracle of human 
kindness," 

,-~ '\ () 
\ 4..e..-LA.A,~ 

CPT RICHiIIID L. SOWERS 
President, Sancta Maria 
Orphanage Association 
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use at the end of each Letter, It seems especially appropriate 
during this month of Thandsgiving, and it reads: 

"May God grant you wisdom and go,od health in your deliberations 
to comel You have 'exalted His name through the miracle of human 
kindness," 

,-~ '\ () 
\ 4..e..-LA.A,~ 

CPT RICHiIIID L. SOWERS 
President, Sancta Maria 
Orphanage Association 
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HEADQUARTERS 
509th RADIO RESEARCH GROUP 

SANCTA }lillRIA ORPHANAGE ASSOCIATION 

"He lobo stops to help a child will never be without love." 

INFORMATION LETTER #14 December 1967 

1. A Thought }\Jor All SeallOne: Whereas mankind owes to the child 
the beet it has to give ••• 

The child shall be entitled from his birth to a name and 
a ll!I. tionallty, 

The child shall enjoy the banefits of social security. He 
shall be entitled to grow up am develop in health: to thia end 
s'Oecial care and protection shall be provided both to him and to bis 
mother, including adequate pre-natal and post-natal care ... The child 
liho is physicallJ", mentally or SOCially handicapped shall be given 
the special treatment, education and care :required by his particular 
condition ••• The child is entitled to receive education, which shall 
be free and compulsory at least in the elel!lilntary stages ••• 

The child shall in all circumstances be among the firllt to 
receive protection and rellef ••• 

The child ehall be protectea from practicesloftichlM.Y 
foster racial, raligious and any other forms of discrimination, He 
shall be bro\lght up in Il spirit of understanding, tolerance, friend­
ship among pIIoOples, peade and universal brotherhood and in the full 
consciousness tint his energy and talents should be devoted to the 
service of his fellow ron. 

United Nations General AssemblJ"ls 
Declaration ef the Rights of The 
Child. October 20, 1959 

It is roy belief that a child is a child, reg~.rdless of 
religion or race, end that they need hOl!lils and luving care, I 
believe that is the modern attitooe. At leallt, it is the attitude 
of mest intelligent peeple, and they will lead the way for ethers 
to follow. 

Pearl Buck~ harch 25, 195a 

I know of no message other than the above be quotes that 
better explain our feelings about the Sancta llarle. orphanage during 
this time of Christoos. You there at home have shewn the ohild:ren, 
through your kindness, concern, and assistance, that you shere these 
1iISll'.fJ feelings, The thousands of rrJ.les between us does rot allow ll'.e to 
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show you"smiling fr.ces, well-clothed bodies, and the looks of hope 
for !l. better tomorrc", Q!' these children. Yet, l"t me assure you it 
is 1 here because yeu have made this a succeasfuJ, project and one 
that each of you can be proud to be !l. part of its great success. 
Happy faces and hearts are indeed a great reijRrd - and you have 
been rewarded. 

We ask onl;r tra t the New Year brings peace and Good Will 
to the children of Viet~ 

2. Belated Thanks: Apologies go to Mr. & Mrs, F. P. McAneny 
and all the 1«:lnderful people of Lighthouse Point, Florida, for our 
failure in thanking them for the check of $192.5.'3 in last month's 
Information letter, This check was in addition to their tremendous 
collection of over e. ton of donations thnt are now on the way - as 
was noted a few issues ego. Our !rDst sincere thanks to the wonderful 
people of that city. 

3. Christmas P~,rtl: The plans are completed for our annual 
party for the children here on our Ste..tion. We had first thought 
of bringing in Santa by helicppterJ However, space was P &Dilalll/ii. 
Therefore, he will (lrri ve by jeep in traditioMl Army Christms 
fashion. Santa will be assisted by approxinatl;r 500 01 helpers, 
lUI he passes out toys and "Ho Ho Hoe" -to the ehil:dten-. -~UllAtelF, 
there is no translation of "Ho Ho Ho" into Vietnamese, so we're hoping 
the children underst.l!ld ;;ur haTJPY Santa. More on the results next 
month. 

4. New Donors: Welcome to the new donors this Jl1("uth go tOl 

Dr. Evelyn Underwcod and the students of Mars Hill College, 
Me.rs Hill, North Carolina 

¥~rg'ret Nagy and the Newmans Club of St. Luke Hospital 
School of NurSing, Bethlehem, Pa. 

Eva K. Wherley, York, Pa. 

Beta Sigm Phi, ~Ioore, Oklahoma 

Walter Garrett, St. Petersburg, Florid!!. 

Y:rs. Robert Morris, Mundelein, Illinois 
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Mrs. Carl Putnam and the Girl Scouts, District 7, 
Neighborhuod 1, Co~red Bridge Council of Terre Haute, Indiana 

5. A Christmas Thcnks: With Christmas gift packages still 
pouring in at this ti_, our thenks en behalf (~f the children 
- nnd seasonal cheer - go out to the following who h~.ve sent 
donations, ctrds, checks, and their good wishes to us and the 
children: 

Loretta Zielinski, Detroit, Michigan, who set the !rood by 
sending 2 Christrms Trees and the trimmings. 

Marian Zieminski and the La Mirada Ladies Aux. VFW 9148, 
La Kirada, California: 7 boxes of Christmas toys. 

Mrs. Elmer Kern and rr:embers of the W.S.C.S., Durand l'.eth­
odist Church, Menc~·.nie, Ivisconsin for the nice cp.rd and news that 
their elub photo was on its way, 

Dr. Evelyn Underwood and the stUdents of Mars Hill College' 
whose donations are still coming in. At last count, 11 boxes had 
arrived and word that there were many !fore to come. 

fIIr.s. Ilarden and the. students of the I1l6naeeas Park elementar,y 
school, who have sent a total of 6 boxes as of this writing. 

Mrs. Laura Lloyd, Blue ~,ountain. Alabarm: Toys, of all descri­
ptions and other needs. 

Mrs. Vellm Kulp and the San Francisco Rainbow Aux. 2065, VFW, 
San Francisco: Toys and clothing. 

Mrs. Pearl Corn, Anniston, AlabDmI': Loads c·f toYs e.nd clothing. 

Howard, Manassas, VirginiaJ Clothing. 

Mrs. H.lI. Talbott and the American Legion f;ux., Halstead, 
Kansas: 2 boxes cf clcthes. 

Margaret Nagy and the Nelmans Club of St. Luke Hospital School 
of Nursing, Bethlehe.ffi, Pal Instant Milk 

Mrs. Sophia Cole c.nd the rrembers of the Hyner ~!ethodist Church, 
Hyner, Pal 2 boxes of 1I;nys. 
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Mrs. Paul Pacho~ika,. Woodlyn, Pa.: 2 boxes of clothing, rubbe:r 
thongs, baby needs~ canned goods, toys and instant miJi •. 

Mr. E. v/england, St. Petersburg, Florida: 2 boxes of toys, 
candy, Kool Aid, and clothing. 

Eva K. Wherley, York, Pa. for her check and good wishes. 

Mrs. N.L •. lsrael and the Anniston Jayceettes, ilnniston, Ala.: 
4 boxes of many, many items to i.clude toothpaste and brushes, 
towels, clothes, shoes and toys., 

Walter Garrett, St. Petersburg, Florida: Box of soap. 

Alice R. Hall and the Sgt. James W. Hennessey Post Aux. 712, 
VFW, Newark, New Jersey for 6 boxes of happiness that included: 
cookies,. candy, gum, games, toys, beach balls, clothes, dry milk, 
soap, rubber thongs, dolls,. and hand-made cloth bags for pre-teen 
girls that included a comb, he~d scarf, and a Christmas card, which 
were made by their group of yoUng girls in their community. 

E.S. Grinnell, Mayville, Michigan for the dolls, candy, and 
clothes. 

____ Ji!rs. 1::farJ' C. Stevens, King of Prussia, Fa..1 :2 boxes and her 
very~ind wishes. 

Beta Sigma Phi, Moore, Oklahoma: 4 boxes of clothes, baby 
needs, and shoes. 

Mr. & Mrs. Orlando Malatino, Oxford, Alabama for their check 
and good wishes. 

Mrs. Robert ¥.orris, Mundelein, Ullno!.: toys - which in­
cluded same ver,y nice homemade ducks to cuddle. 

The Covenant Methodist Church, Reading, Pa. for the toys, 
soap, tooth paste and tooth.brushes. 

Mrs. p. Com and the PhUathea Sunday School Class of the 
McCoy Methodist Church, Anniston, Alabama for their Check. 

Mrs. F.P. McAneny, Lighthouse Point, Florida, for her nice 
card and holiday wishes. 

Mrs. Norman Ziegler, Bath, Fa. for her check. 
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Mrs. Carl PutllBlll and the Girl Scout 5, District 7, Covered 
Bridge Council, Terre Haute, Indiana for the toys and cl'lthing. 

6. Cards. Letters. and Goodi\ls: Special thanJoll and our deep 
appreciation is offered to the following persons or groups that have 
not only sent donations to the children, but also included many gifts 
and goodies especially for our men: 

La Mirada Ladies Aux., V1!W PiH!!t 9148 for the candy and cook­
ies'- and especially Mirian Zieminski, Esther Larsen, Delia Radrigiez, 
and Jeanie Clay who baked the cookies. 

The Sgt. James W. Hennessey Post 712 VFW for the goodies. 

Mrs. Mary C. Stevens for her gifts and blessings. 

The Anniston Jayceettes for their GI Gift Packs and other 
gift packages. 

And also to each and everyone who have sent us a card or 
letter with your good wishes and blessings. You have all helped to 
make it a brighter Christmas season, not only for the children, but 
for us too. For this, we all thank you. 

7. Do not hesitate to write if there aN any qu;)stions re­
garding the children or the Council's activities with the Orphanage. 
We will gladly furnish all available information to you at your re­
quest. 

Remenmer this Christmas Day that there is a Vietnamese chlld 
with you in spirit who asks, "May God grant you wisdom and good 
health in your deliberations to come. You have exalted His name 
through the miracle of human kindness." 

Merry Christmas and Joyous New Year. 

"-"'-j \ r--' 
i C-c L ,c L-'I ,"::::,.. t."'·VL~ ___ .... 

CPT RICH<lRD L. SOWERS 
PreSident, Sancta Maria 
Orphanage Association 
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HEADQUARTERS 
509th .!lADlO RESEARCH GF-OUP 

SANCTA MF:lA OPPHANAGE AS3OClATION 

"He who stops to help a child will never be without love." 

1NFOW<ATION LETE:R #1 

1. Our Christ!!'! s Party: 
overflowing with presents for 
DeceIr.ber 1967. 

January 1968 

Santa Claus arrived by AI'II\l" jeep with a trailer 
all during our annual Christnas Party on 24. 

The children az:orived in 3 bu sses about 1 :30 PM, and proceeded to sing 
a few holiday songs for the waiting GI's. lmmedia.tely following the singing. 
we drove Santa into the party area. where he "Ho HOld" with such vigor that 
his beard slipped. This tragic' emergency was corrected at once am went unnoti­
ced to all except a few sharp-e,red soldiers who came to his rescue, 

He then began passing out the presents, as the boys lined up in one 
group nnd the girls in the other, It took 4 of Santa I s helpers to dig through 
the mountains of gifts to find just the ri!'Jlt present for "very little hand, 
As the children were given their gift. each one bowed and, smiled e "Thank 
you," Your tremendous reeponse made it possible to Mve an abundance of vrried 
toys and rifts for everyone, 

After !:bout .?n hour of play, hamburgers, hot dogs. sodas, cookies. and 
ice cream were e_ger~ consumed, 

BY~arrund ,:00 PM we had 3 bus loads of tUlTlllYs that were as full ae 
their anne were with gifts. Needless to say, a good tim;. WIIS had by all - G1 
and child. (Ie f"w childr"n are still aJlIIlz&d tw.t a soldier ccn use a jump rope 
with ease.) And although Mrs. NO~.n Ziegler - who rrede the S~ta suit - used 
li!'Jlt weight lmterial, our Sant~ still lost a few pounds in the suit, beard. 
and h~t 8S the result of th" 9O-eoa;,-degree tropical heat. 

Yes. Virginia, there is a Santa Claus - but ours is a little thinner 
than before!! -

On behalf of the children .?.nd all o! us - our mst sincere thenke to 
!lIMh of you who lmde this perty so successful t':rough your donations end assis­
tance. We hODe trat your Christmas W<lS as joyful as ours. 

2. Christmas Photos: Photos were te.ken md will be forwarded as soon as 
we ccn get them developed. 

3. New Donors: Our thanks also this month go out to the following new 
donora to our project: 
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Brownie Troop #249, Carpentersville, Illinois, and especially Mrs. 
J. Kilhefner, }Irs. J. Nixon, and the firls who sent the very nice hand­
mde W1'.sh cloth dolls: Ann OIBrien, Karen KilhefnGr, Debra N., Eva Woods, 
Nancy Sehrankel, Sandy Thompson, Linda Meyer, Bonnie Nixon, Denise Giguere, 
Nancy Arnolde, Debra Novander, Renee O:i.gu8re, Deeley C., Jurr:r Foley, and 
Wendy Thompson. 

Mr. Robert L. McWithey, Harmony, Pa., Who notifies us the.t a number 
of boxes are on their way. 

Marshn Norman an:!. Troop #69, !fE-rion, Illinois. 

"The Little Friends" of too Sgt Jar,.es H. Hennessey Post & Aux., 
712 VFN. These are children of the neighborhood who made stuffed toys, 
dolla, .".nd turtles of foe.m rubber and soap, while on summer vacfltion. 

The Young Ladiea Bible Class of the Nntivity Lutheran Sund£.y School, 
Reading, Pa" and especially},rs. Agnes Beel!e r, Sunday School Teach"r, and 
the Rev, Rodger A. Krause, Pastor. 

r. rs. K. l1. Vail, Terre Haute, Indiana 

Leona Abate, Lakewood, Calif. 

Protestant Women of t he Chapel, Arlington Hall Station, Arlington, 
Virginia • 

4. I. ThMks From The Troops: The personal thanks from the men of our 
unit go to the Ladies Aux., VFW Post 7119, Ft. Harrison, Indiana, who sent 
gift packs for them, and to J0yce Bcram and her 4th Grade ClE.ss, Room 61 of 
Eastwrod School, La ~iirada, Calif, liho Jr.ade Christmas Cards for the man. 
The children at the party were rot the only "nes to receive presents from 
Santn, thnnks to your efforts. 

5. A Big Christmns Thanks From All Of Us - Large & Sooll: 

Also lI\!\king it a hnppy holiday 1?st month weN the following: 

King's Couples Class, Tab~rnecle Baptist Church, Chillicothe, 
Ohio - Clothes, Toys, and Garnes. 

The Students vf ~I/J.rs Hill College, !f,arB Hill, N.C", whose boxes 
of cereal, c<,ndy, clothes, ocap. fc-od, toys, inat!::nt milk, balloons, puzzles, 
and many. If.any other i tams continue tL pour in. 

}<irs. Pnul Pachom" Woodlyn, Pa., 2 boxes c,f shoes, clothes, food 
end ba.by feod. 

---------------------------------------, 
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Mrs. Elmer Gr.nschow , Saginaw, Hichigc.n: rrdlk and wash c lotha •• 

Mrs. E. MacArthur, Sagin..9.w, Hchigccn: 2 Jx.,xes of gifts, and toys. 

Leona Ah"te, Lakewood, CD,lif: toys. 

Student B of ~::ars Hill College: 25 !:!£!!!. boxt)s of needs. 

Louie Trego, Newton, Kemms: Check for tre building fund. 

~!rs. K. f.l. VI.I11,. Terre Haute, Indiana: 2 b<,:;xes of shoes. 

Mrs. Mar,y C, Stevens, King of Prussia, Pa., Instant milk and 
pudding. 

_ Mrs, Darden am the ~lane.ssns Park Schwl 5th Graders, Manassas 
Park, Va: Clothes. 

E. S. Grinnell, ~Ayville, Mich.: :3 boxes of clothes ani s:Jap. 

SUIIan M. Mohr, Saginaw, Michignn: toys am gifts for the party, 

Eva Angstadt, Reading, Pa., ani the Nativity Lutheran Church: 2 
bc~s ,of. 1I\lIl.p~ a4d1t:k>R-t&- the Gt.i'ler dllmti. OI'IS. 

Marinn Zieminski, La !ld.reda, Calif: SellOction of children's books. 

Loretta Zielinski, D&troit, Michigan: Clothes. 

Mrs. Ehler Kern und the Durand \'lumen IS S(;ciety of Christ:L-cn Service 
for the check for the building fund. 

l{arsha Norman and Troop #69, fI.o.rion, Illinois for the mny games, 
toys, c~.ndies, ani vurious g:I. fts. 

Protestant Women of the Cht.pel, Arlingt.vn Hall St!'tion, Arlington, 
VIl .• , 'll'ho sew shifts frr the girls again this yer~r. 

6. New President of S.M.D.t..: I am most happy to announce that Lt. 
Garvis Pollard will SUCCeed me as President vf S.H.O.A. Happy becc.use I 
know th~,t he hl's the ability, interest, and deep appreciaticn f:)r the lar~ 
job that he is assurn!..ng this zr.anth. 

Lt. Pollllrd h.:lils from Ark:cnsas, ore he attended the University 
of Arlmnaas, and has already bf,;gun his work with children through practi ... 
teaching while nttending the University. As he has bet)n assisting me for the 
pIlst 2 months, he is well versed in the activities r.ni proj«ets th!:t lie 
ahead for too Council and the Orphanage. 
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It is therefore !)if plea. sure to he.V!) a llIlln of his ability and 
understandillg to ler,g this vi. tal cl\use and continue in our mutual gcals 
fo r the children of Senct, !-laria. 

7. My Personal Th!ll1KS And Fil.rew:u.! 

When I wrot e the phrn se, "He who stops to help a ilhild mll 
never be without love", IliY intent W1'.S tv convey a message of appeal 
to you. An appeal to stop n moment end consider the underprivileged 
child her., in this strife-ridden land th,::.t hcs known conflict for over 
two decades. I wanted you te know that if you could help these children 
in ?ny way possible, they would not forget. 

I crn truthfully say thct I had never applied the menning of 
thr,t phrase to IliYself until now, •• new that I have stopped in Viet rom, 
worked with these children, and am now preparing to leeve. For I mve 
stoppe<' ••• helped ••• and received mure love from sroll faces cf eVery 
description than IUlY ODe l!IIIll deserves. I have truly corr.e to know the real 
mecning of IliY cwn words. 

It seems thc.t it's mc,re th1ln any one IlVl.n deserves, bec(!.use 
I h"ve only been the "Il'.iddleman" between each of you and these child­
ren. I heve been the lucky cne whe hr.s passed on the efforts of y.:,u, 
your clubs, and orgf'nizLt:icns thct h~ ve n:..ade this project so very worth­
while :lnd successful. Each of you deserve the TIE.jor 1l<'crt of this leve I 
hn.va reCe:i,y~ ... this -= end rewardillg reaction W' the children •• ·• the 
unfcrgetable smiles that a child conveys when holding her first doll ••• 
or seeing a small boy pushillg a model cur across the fl(,:,r that he cnn 
call his own. 

This is the Ie,va tlrt rightfully belvngs tc yeu; yet, h~w c~.n 
I nass it on to you? How cnn I unselfi shly hGld on to it, knvwing it'll 
ni:t dl Il'.ine? 

There seen.s t( be n.: answer, really. I've tried by a simple 
"Thnnks" in personal letters or through these Inforllk~tion Letters, But 
I realize how little it is when ecch of yvu are J:1ct able to see the 
wonderful results of your efforts. Photos are good, but they're not 
a hug on the neck. And they CM't equal a small hand in yours saying 
"Thnnks" for th" new dress ... or ball ... or T-shirt. 

I h.~.ve received these thanks ... these gifts of love ... these 
praises of children. 1 regret that you cannot. And I shall remin 
selfish and !reep them near and deer to me. Thus lowe each of you 
a great deal thd I camot rep!\}'. 
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I ask you then, to trust me With this debt to yoU, ~nd knew 
that it will alwcys be well protected rnd held de"r to DiY heart. 
I shell never lose it ncr mi!!plecce it, I'll hnve it with me always. 

Thus j for the l!.1 st tilffi, I thank you for your help, assistance, 
understending, bleSSings, interest. and devotion to this project. 
And for your trust. }fillY it continue through the others trot will follow 
me. 

I have stopped and helped and been rewarded with the love of 
children. 

I'm leaving Vietnrun with fer more thvn I C"-llle with, 

S, Remember there is a Vitltoomeae child with you in spirit who 
asks, 1f¥;ay God grant you wisdom end good health in your deliberations 
to care, You haVtl exnlted His mme through the mirllcle of hUll!lll kindness. 

~.g~ 
CPT RICHARD L. SOWERS 
President, Sancta Y.aria 
Orphanage Association 
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The members of the .509th RRG, and the children of the Sancta !J.aria 
Orphanage wish to take this opuortllllity to extend our thanks and appreciation 
to a wonderful man, outstanding humanitarian and friend, and a real fine 
soldier, CPT RICHl.RD L. SOWERS. 

In the past year under the direction of Cpt. Sowers, much progress has 
been I/8.de at the orphanage. A new addition has been added to the present 
structure, and construction is under way on additional dormitory space at the 
farm. Also more packag<,;s than ever before have b~n received for the orphanage. 
The year 1967 elso saw the addition of another GI/Orphan get together. 

He ha s devot"d Ituch 0 f his time to the trust tht. t was given him, Ilnd we 
(orphans and GIls) feel tmt he has lIlore than prov"n himself loyal to that 
tru5t. 

It is impossible to express in a few short par?graphs the wey the child­
ren and the members of the 509th feel but we 1oIOuld like to have him rell',ember 
not only the 509th. and the Orpht'.Ilage. but tha people in the stat"s who hr.ve 
helped him 110 much. Where <>v"r he gasll end whl·t ever he does, Trey God give 
His blessings to him in all that he Tray undert",ke in life. 

~-, ~-''''"'''''~~~''-'';'~:; 

Memb<>rs of the 509t.h ROO And 
Children (1m Personnel Of The 
Sancta Maria Orphanage 

-, 
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