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i I nd data collected by members ofthe HSR Refuge-e Study 

, , eam/Vlet-~am. Th~y are products of work 1n progress 
and are not to b~ Lonsldercd final or definitive state­
ments of proJect findings. Opinions expreSnedare those 
of the cluth(,r" "nd do not ne _'(:ssanly repr-esent tt»ose of 
Hum",n SCoC"n!;l-S H('c>(:"r.;h, lfic. or- of the Advanced Re­
s£'ar','h Pro.!cct.,; :\~f.::nc: ... 

Comments arc invltcd and should be addressed to: 

Director 
Refugee Study Project 

Human Sciences Res~areh. Inc. 
Westgate Re81":a.rch Park-· 

7710 Old Springhou~f! Hoad 
!'.-kLean, V.l'glma 22UH 

The research proJect of which this HSR Field Research 
M.ell:lOramtum is a preliminary product was supported 
by tl':~~ At1vancedResearc~ Projects Agency. WaJfuington, 
D. C., and was monitored by the Army Research Office 
LIndeI'" C,-,ntract No. DA 49-0S2-ARO-131. 
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Background 

The central coastal proVlnces of Phu- Yen and Khanh-Hoa have 

been facing contrasting dlfficulties in the wake of the recent military 

buildup tn the Repubbc of Viet~Nam. In Phu-Yen, since late 1964, 

there has heen a continuing large scale population shift from outlying 

areas into major GVN-controlled towns and villages, 

Presently, an estimated 15 percent of Phu~ Yen's population 

of 350,000 is displaced. Most such refugees are not only displaced from 

the~!, native villages, but in the process have become cut off from their 

former sources of livelihood as well. Moreover, there are few or no 

opportunities for- employment in the areas of refugee concentration. 

Bordering Phu-Yen on the south is Khanh-Roa Province, where 

employment problems are of a different nature. Khanh-Hoa is the site of 

Cam Ranh Bay, which is being developed as a major port and logistics 

center for the mllitary effort in South Viet-Nam. To construct and main­

tain the enormous port, supply, storage. and transportation facilities in 

Cam Ranh, the U. S. Army, the Vietnamese Government, and various 

private constrUctlOn agencies require great numbers of laborers, both 

skilled and unskllied. One agency alone in Cam Ranh reported immediate 

employment opportunities for 5,000 persons. 

With the small indigenous labor supply in the Cam. Ranh area 

long-since exhausted, new sources must be tapped if construction dead­

lines are to be m.et. 
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sa LlJO'C 

L Nhom d?:!: t:{-n,;n di chuy:n d:en khu d~nh-c'.l' :9~i gi;ng ngay 15 

trumg 5 nAm 1966 d,:.,)'1 s'l bao-trg cJa Cb!nb.-phu v i~t nam. d:eu ~a nh~n 

dVO'c ti'en trq-c;:p 1!nh-ctt,v~t-1ifu XRY c~t,th1f'C-p~ctn va v~t-dltng nhu' 

ke-hq/ich d'!nh-cu' dV'-liiu. 

2. G'9.n iJl(~t phan tl1 dan chung cU'-nglf t~i Bai gieng hi!n nay d'n 

<!i.nh-Ott & ~ay tu' 15-5 tuy khong dyo'c phep eua ::::hi!li1-a.uytm.~;hUng ngu.o'i 

nay song ~rong cae can nh1 xay cat t~ nhung ~hong ~~tre con6-nr.~!l eho 

th~-h\ronG ti';n trq-c£i:p dt-nh-cu' h9ae thau-d:tt-ng 19.m nnan-eong trone vUDg. 

3. Van-f!e khai-q:..lang dB:t-eai 1a m~t tro--ng~i cho vi~c ~tnt-cu' the!ll 

dan va xay c~t cac tiin-nghi cang-cQng.Khu ~B:t giar.h cho khu ~~nh-cu 

Ba1 gieng cin co d1JIlg-c~ cO'-g1c'1 r4ne d:~ khai-ql.<~.ng va. san phtng , nhung 

f hi in nay chI cc !IIQt chiec dUng cho cong-tac niy do Ch!nh-quyen th!-x; 

cung-c~p va khong the nao tho a-mAn nhu-cau. 
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4. Cong-tae xSy cat nhUng cO'-sb, tiin-nghi cong CQr-g r.htr ch<t-bu;"l 

can ~ xuc-tien de dap-Ung ~hu-c;u dan-so gia-t!D6 t~i Bai gieng. 

Nong-p~ s~n-xuat t~l Cam-ranh khong ding ke va quanh khu Bai gieng 

!thong co nO'i nao buon ban thvc-ph~m. 

5. ~a cuac ph6ng-van vOi. 60/0 d9:n t~-nl}n t::_i 3;i c;ieng rut :d'l 

dyo'c nh\inc; diem 83,U ~ay : 

a. U,an d"ong dan t;(-nl)n t~i 3ai fieng theo =:1}0 Ti:ien-crn.i'1 

va de: di-cu' ttr mi~n B.{c Viit-nam sau cUQe ehia ccit nu.o'C nay ni.;.m 1054. 

O. £a-so dan tl-n~n dlnh-cu t~i Fhu-yen tlt Dam 1?54 ~eu lam 

nghe nong tl}i quin Hieu-xu'Ong.Trong kh6ang nam 1964-1965.:aq l~i t'~n-cU' 

ID9t lan nu'S. ,,; Clen sinh-song vO'i tb.an_quyen q1....anh th.t--x3. T· .... y-t.o'"'. :'f)i 

~ay hQ khong nh~n d'l'O'c trq-gi-ip n90 c~a Ch!l"' .... 'J.-quy~n (I!!~t so co :",:-:~!1 

dV-'O'c vai v!}t-dltng hA.ng nea.y do eO'-qu.sn cUu-te Thi~n-chun-[:'(o t'._r!C) , 

iv 

va khong tl.'!l dv.'O'c cR:ct gl de 19m. (~n nuo i 

c. j •. qt s~ lOb dan t:¥-nQn t!-. 

--

- -d.en T>'ti giene 

k~!ch cJ-'1 tu-ei Thien-chua-glao va ol}n dong-[,~o & 'fuy-hcf:. 

d. Pr~n dong nght rkg d:o'i sonb tq.i nii gi;'r,,' h:'.~n je 

cht-u hon khi con b tf}i Tuy-hoa,tuy-n!;'i~n nb.u' nh~n th;ly t::l cu.r.:; ;":~cr:c:­

kh~-quan g1. hon ti-i no'i d!nh-eu CI;u til~n c~a hq tf}i qu~n Ilieu-'n1'O"1[, 

e. Trong tU'O'ng-1ai,hau-het dan t¥-n~n a ~ay C~4 111.151" 

11}i Bai gieng ngay nao con chi:n-tranh.Khi chien-trELnh ch~rn Jut v; 

hoa-elnh van-hoi,n:u co the dy'O'c,h;u-nhu' :D9i ngiroi. 

ve sinh-quan t~i ~ien B~c Viit-nam d~ tie~-t~c cay 

v 
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Prvr;,,'e 

Early in 1066 the Goy<..'rnment of \"let-l';am established the 

Office of the SpecIal CUPlmis::;ioncr fur Hefugees. One of the first pro­

jects undertaken by the nf'W Commissarut was a pilot program of mter­

provinCIal rr.:settlenknt uf refugL'es. The flTSt resettlement effort in 

this project was .':'tarted in 1\1<1." 1966, and Involved the transfer of a 

group of refugees from Phu - Y cn Province to neighboring Khanh -Hoa 

PrUVlnce . 

Since the field data cullection of HSR's Refugee Study Project 

focused on the refugee population of Phu- Yen Province, this inter­

provincial refugee resettlement was of special interest. On 25 July 

1966 one member of the HSR Field Team (Mr. John LeNoir) and one 

Vietnamese research interviewp.r visited the Bai Gieng Resettlement 

in Cam Ranh City, Khanh-Hoa Province. 

Informal conversations were held with the U. S. Army Civil 

Aff3irs Officer for the Cam Ran]] nay area and the Catholic priest of 

Bal Gieng, who also serves as ..:hief of the Resettlement. In addition, 

a questlOnnaire was utilized for systematic interviews with a number 

of the refugeE> families. 

The following report IS based on observations, conversations, 

and interviews during thi:o brief visit to Bai Gieng" 
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1. Thp g'I'OUp ot refugees transfl'I"I'V<j llllll<:l' Govo:rnmpflt .'~''''PH 'co; 

to the Bai Gleng Resettlem",nt on 1;) lHay 1066 [1<)Ve received rt'settlement 

allowances of cash, buddmg: materials, and L'olllmmlities, as called for 

by the rescttli:'ment pLm. 

2. Appr()xtm3.t(·ly one-fourth of the prCSt'llt popu1atlOn:.H Rai 

Gieng, however, are people· \..-ho have resettled there SlTIce l:j :'Ita)" ''''lth­

out GovernlTl~!1t m.nhoriz"'tion Thc::;e people liv!'; til the tcmpor:lry struc­

tures at Bai Gieng, but do not qualify for rescttlerrHmt al:lowances or 

employment in the area. 

3. Land clearance is one factor impedlOg further resettlement 

and construction of community facilities. The land proVided for the Bai 

Gieng ResettlemeIlt.must be cleared and leveled by heavy equipment. 

Presently, only the inadequate equipment of the City Government Of Carn. 

Ranh is available for such clearing·. 

4. Construl:tion of essential community facilities sur-h 3.S food 

markets must be stepped up m order to accommudate the growmg popu­

lahon at Bai Gieng. There is negligible agriculture production in the 

Cam Ranh Bay area So foodstuffs will have to be imported. Presently, 

however, there are no commercial food outlet:,· around Bai Gjeng. 

5. Systematic lnterviews with a six percent silmple of the 

refugee population at Bai Gieng revealed the following pomt.",: 

a. The refugt:'es at Bai Gieng are predumi.naJ;t.l.y C.lthoiics . 

who became refugees from North Vil"t-N.Jcm after partition 

of the countr"y in 1954. 
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b. Most refugees who resettled in Phu-Yen Province in 1954 

became farmers lD Hieu-X"ong District. In 1964-1965 

they left their homes agaIn to become refugees 10 and 

around the t()wn of Tuy-Hoa. As refugees in Tuy-Roa, 

they moved 10 With relatives, received little or no aid 

from the Government (some received commodity support 

from: the Catholic Church), and found no means of ade­

quately :'iUpportlllg their families. 

c. Most of the refugees who moved to the Bai Gieng Resettle­

ment did so at the urging of the Catholic clergy and Catho~ 

lie friends III the Tuy-Hoa area. 

d. The refugees, for the most part, consider their life at 

Bai Gieng to be better than it had been while they were 

refugees in Tuy~Hoa. However. lie at Bai Gieng was 

felt to be about the same as it had been in their original 

resettlement in Hieu-Xuong District, Phu-Yen Province. 

e. Regarding future plans, the majority of the refugees intend 

to remain in Bai Gieng for the duration of the war. How­

ever, almost all would choose to return to their native 

hamlets in North Viet-Nam and resume· farming, if con­

ditions ever permitted. 

iii 
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The Sa) Gleng Plan 

The BOll Gleng Resettlement i.S the proposed new home fOl" 500 

refugee famIlies who are to be brought into the Cam Ranh Bay area from 

other provinces, The project em'isions d resettlement village composed 

of five hamlets of 100 families each, Plans include constructIOn of wells. 

8 marh:et sports arena, admwistration building, church and pagoda, 

ch:;pensar,Y, and a school. IndiVldual houses are to be laid out in even 

rows on eIther side of the propose-;! '-'ommunity facilities (see Figure I). 

According to the resettlement plan, t:ach new refugee family in 

Bai Gieng is to receive commodity support for the first six months, In 

addition, each family will be allotted 3, 500$VN, 20 sheets of tin, 10 bags 

of cement, and a plot of land on which to build their house. Temporary 

accommodations will be provided while the individual houses are under 

construction. 

Persons wanting to resettle under this project wUl be required 

to secure authorization from the local authorities in their native provinces. 

Normally, the dIstrict chief should certify them as bona fide refugees and 

giv'e them permIssion to move from his district. Once a group of refugees 

has been prepared and authorized to move, the Refugee Commissariat, 

USAID, and the U. S. Army are responsible for the coordination of plans 

for transportation and accommodations. 

The Bai Gieng project got underway with the first group of 

refugees (150 families, nearly 1,000 persons) departing Tuy~Hoa on 

15 May 1966 aboard a U. s. Army LST (USS Page) for the l5~bour trip 

to Cam Ranh Bay. These families had all secured necessary approvals 

d.nd cle,arances from Phu-Yen officials and were thus considered "autho­

rized refugees" entitled to resettlement privileges and allowances at 

Bai Gieng. 
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The BBi Gwng Rel;;ett}eme!lt :n Cs.m Ranh City 1 was established 

to acCummodate refugees transferred from Phu- Yen and other provinces 

havmg labor su1'pluse::>. As the first "ffort in the program of iote1'­

provinClal refugee resettlement, the Bai Gleng Resettlement wlll be 

important not only as a pilot project for future resettlements 10 the 

Cam Ra''.!) Bay area, but for possible Similar projects in other areas. 

learn Ranh City is the administrative designation of the area 
adjacent to the Bay. The various hamlets and villages in the area, which 
taken all together, hardly resemble a city at present, are incorporated 
into this administrative framework much like a province. The Cam Ranh 
City "Mayor" is comparable in status to a Province Chief'. 
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CEi:'\TRAL 
YlliT-~AM 

Pleiku 0 

Ban Me Thuot 0 

DalatO 

Vung Tau 

SOUTH CHIKA SEA 

Bai Gieng Resettlement 

125 Miles 



From 16 \oLa': to ;1-n'sent, however, 3pprOXlffi8.tely SO aduitl'Jn <~ 

z'amilH:s have moved tt.> tiai Gieng by their 0',\'11 means and of thelr own 

ac("or-i, Since Phu- '{en provlnoal ~uthuntJf':; had not certified them .).s 

refugees, Bai G:eng offIcials consider them to be "unauthonzed refugees' 

who are not entitled to resettlement allowances. Further, the famihes 

had not sel:ureu required clearances to move from Phu-Yen ; ... nd, there­

fore, lacked ",ufficient credentictls to be employed by any oi the agencies 

m Cam R .. nh. 
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The Present SituatIOn at Bal Gieng 

The maJority of the people at Bai Gleng have been there for 

nearly two and a half months. The population has climbed to approxi­

mately 200 families (or 1 400 persons), aU of whom live in crowded 

temporary shelters and tents. 

The 150 "authorized" families have rec:elved building materials 

and money to start construction on their houses. The houses (mostly half 

completed) appear to be indiVldual family proJects, but, so far, are rela­

tively well constructed with cement floors and tin roofs. 

The 50~odd "unauthorized" families are allowed to remain in the 

temporary shelters and are given "left over.slr from the commodity sup­

port program. Efforts are being made to arrange necessary authorizations 

and clearances for them. In the meantime, however, they can neither 

receive normal relief allowances nor obtain employment. 

Another problem faCing the Bai Gieng project is that of land 

clearance. The land made available for the resettlement must be leveled 

and clzared with heavy equipment before further construction can be under­

taken. Presently only a fraction of the allotted land has been cleared for 

use. 

The City of Cam Ranh, reportedly. has only two bulldozers, 

which are heavily committed to other tasks in the area--thus are avail­

able to the Bai Gieng Resettlement only at infrequent intervals. The land 

clearing equlpment of private firms working throughout the area has not 

been made available to the Resettlement. 

7 



f 

, 
t 

I 

l 

One other iss~e which wIll require attenLon 1n the near future 

is the development of sources and outlets for commercial food s upplies. 

After the first three months, the resettled famIly L5 to receive a limited 

amount of commodity support. ThIS commodity support will be discon­

tinued after the first SiX months. Within the next few months. t hen , 

there will be 8. growing demand for foodstuffs on ,do commercial basis . 

There are, however, no commercial distribution outlets around Bai 

Gteng. Moreover. there is negligIble agriculture prodUction In the Cam 

Ranh Bay area so foodstuffs WIll have to be Imported probably from Nha 

Trang and Phan Rang. 

8 
I , 

i 

T e m por a r y quarte r s at Bai Gteng Resettlem en t. 
Ea ch te nt houses several fam ilies. 

Temporary quarter s constructe d of s hee t tin . ! 
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The qucstl.)nnalre prepared for th·' ',"1"it to Bai Gieng was c.dmlru~ 

stered to twelve famIlies selec.:t~d :::l: randmn at the resettlement. The 

interviews were conducted with the heads of families In their own living 

quarters. The following is an outhne of the re:sponses: 

1. What was your nahve hamlet? 2 

Il .)f the 12 lIved in the same 'I.-lllage (Hoa Phong) tn 

HleU-Xi.lOD.2; Distrlct 1.ppr'"!x:m:l.te:J 20 kilometers 
west of Tuy-Hoa. 

2 of the 12 lived in the same village (An Ninh) in 
Tuy-An District, approximately 30 kilometers north 
of Tuy-Hoa. 

2 of the 12 lived in An Chan and Roa Dong; both villages 
approximately 20 kilometers from Tuy-Hoa, 

2. What was your occupation in your native hamlet? 

9 of the 12 were farmers (owned land). Their aver­
age land holdings were 2.8 .!!!!!!.3, (Distribution: 
lowest--l, O~; highest--3. 5 mau)' 

2 of the 12 were carpenters. 

1 of the 12 was a military dependent until November 
1965 when her husband was killed. As a widow she 
did not work. 

2Ten of the twelve respondents made distinctions in referring 
to "native hamlet," These interviewees had moved to Phu-Yen Province 
from North Viet-Nam in 1954 and hence spoke of "native hamlets," both 
in North Viet-Nam and in the South. For clarity and consistency, the 
interviews and this report employ the term "native hamlet" in reference 
to the original resettlement location in South Viet-Nam. 

3 
A ~ 15 iU, 000 square meters or slightly less than 2 1/2 

acres. 
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1. -,r)-. .'- c:; 'UiJ.l" :.lver:l~t" :.i.l\ lI'" :~:, 'I': '.,Ul" lUI,YE' h2..nle! '? 

The n i·<\l"m""'.", ;l\LL"~l',J 100 pi.;-l)',-:- ,U11y (Distribution: 
10"\ est - --wn-:\": hlgh<c'toI - - 200,~\- '\) 

:2 In 1962 

in ,Tuly 1 (l6'-i 

2 in October 1965 

5, Where uiu you go · ... ·hen you tlLst became " !,.efugn"" 

10 of the 12 respondent:- went to tht: City ul Tuy-Hoa 
to resettle. 

went to ::\1y Thanh (25 km ""uthw..-:.st of Tuy-Hoa). 

went to Phu Lam (5 km :;outhwe~t of Tuy-Hoa). 

- [§ of the 12 rt:£,oned that they moved in with relatlves 
(all "COUSinS"lJ 

6. What aid did you receIve at this first resettlement locati.on? 

5 of the 12 respomlents reported receiving no aid at all. 

Of the 7 reportin~ diU rf'ceivl:'d: 4 receive'.: '''''heat, milk, 
salt, nuoc-maIn, ,-,n<1 old cluthmg from the Catholic pnest 
vf Tuy-Hoa, 5 (includmg 2 who received Catholic aid as 
well) recei\'ed nee, wheat, maize, and medicine from the 
Vietnamese Government. 

Wf'n: you ZLble to find 3. Joh J.t th(; first resettlement location? 

4 of the 12 respondents reported working as laborers. 
All had previomHy b(:en farrrwrs, None reported that 
hi::> Income had h,'F,n sufj'j"l(,rlt, 

-t For lho~l' who h:Hj 1"-""0 r( r~J;';'_' ~. fFJl":1 the :\'orth, Question~ 4 - 7 
;'(';h;r' to ,ill.' ·"",p.l<i\-,,,,,rnl~nl "J,,_ ,·elol:::..tl()il :ifte::r tiley had resettled in Phu-¥en 
Pt'U\'Ull> ,n 1~)54 
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3 of the 12 reported irndlI1g no work at all . 

2 of the 12 reported unemployme nt for themselves, but 
"Hated tholt tht:tr Wlves sold vegetables on the local market. 
Both men felt t hat the in'come deri ved was madequate . 

2 o f the 12 (the two carpenters) resumed c arpentry, but 
repo rted that they were unable to s upport .their fanulie s. 

_ (The widow respondent dId not work . ) 

8. When did you move to Bal G leng? 

7 mo.ved on the 15th and 16th of May 1966. 

5 moved on the 27th of May 1966. 

9. Why did you m o ve to Ba l Gleng? 

_ 9 o f the 12 reported that they were influenced by the 
Cathohc p rtest and other Catholic friends. 

_ All respondents cIted difficulties of finding emp.loyment and 
and earmng livings as a reason for moving . Two respon­
dents c ited Insecurity of the first resettlement site in 
the Tuy-Hoa area as a factor in their decis ion to move 
to Bal G ieng . 

10 . Did all the m e mbers o f your household move to Bai Gieng with you? 

- All 12 moved with the i r . entire households. 

11. What are you doing now to earn your living ? 

- 8 of lhe 12 reported that they were constructing the ir 
houses and would not seek employment until completed. 

- 3 o f the 12 report no work at all . 

- 1 of the 12 (the WIdow) sells nuoc-mam (or a daily income 
of 20 pias tres. 

- Note: the 4 respondents in the previous two categories 
moved to Bal Gieng on 27 May 1966 . They are obVlously 
part of the "unauthorized" group in that they have DOt 
received the normal res ettlement allowance and cannot 

. find employment. The one other family of the 27 May 
group is bUIlding .i house, but apparently through the:1r 

own means since they report receiving only 8 kg o f rice 
from the prie s t and 4 kg of whea t (rom Korean troops . 
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12. What is your pr. ;';t'ni average daily incomt:? 

- See QUd;tlOll 11. 

13. Have you r<.'d~ived any aid sino:.:e '-"Omlllg to Bai Gieng? 

7 respondents (those who moved to B.l.l Gieng on 15 May 
1966) report receiving wheat, rice, potatoes, tools, cement, 
and 3,500 piastres in cash. 2 of these respondents report 
receiving old clothing from Korean troops. 

Of the 5 respondents of the 27 May group, 2 report receiving 
no aid whatsoever, while 3 report small amounts of rice, 
wheat, potatoes, 'and old clothmg from the priest and Korean 
troops. One respondent reported receiving medicine from 
the Vietnamese Government. 

14. Do you think that your life here in Bai Gieng is better, the same, 
or worse than it was: 

a. at your first resettlement location? 

9 interviewees felt that tiff" at Bai Gieng was be~ter than 
what it was in their first resettlement location in the Tuy­
Hoa area. 

2 reported that they thought conditions were the same. (One 
of these respondents had received the full resettlement 'allow­
ance, The other was of the 27 May group and had received 
no aid at Sal Gieng. ) 

- 1 no response. 

b. at your native hamlet? 

8 reported that their life at Bai Gieng was about the same 
as it had been in their native hamlet. 3 of these 8, however, 
stated that they believed that once they started making money 
their lives would improve. 

3 respondents felt that life at Bai Gieng was worse, (Of this 
group, 2 had received resettlement allowances and 1 had 
received nothing; 2 had originally been farmers and 1 a 
carpenter. ) 

1 no response. 

14 

15. What do you thmk yOll will do in the futtll'e if the war continUt> 

10 stated that they Intend to resettle in Bai Gleng permanently. 
(3 of these respondents qualified their statement with: "pro_ 
viding the VC don't come here. ") 

1 respondent stated that he did not know what he was going 
to do. (He had received a resettlement allowance and waS 
constructmg 3 house. however.) 

1 respondent (3 former farmer) reported that he wanted to 
Join the Vietnamese Army. 

16. What do you think you wlll do when the war is over and peace is 
restored to Viet-Nam? 

- 10 respondents stated that they would return to their native 
VlUage (including 8 who had stated that they would resettle 
permanently in BRi Gieng in Question 15). 8 of these 10 
respondents were originally (pre-1954) from North Viet­
Nam and intended to return to the North if peace were re­
stored. 

1 respondent reported that he would remain in Bai Gieng 
even after the war. 

1 no response, 

(Note: 7 of the 10 respondents who indicated that they would 
return to their native villages were formerly farmers. All 7 
stated that they would resume farming. The 3 other respon­
dents in this category were the 2 carpenters and the widow. 
The respondent who intended to remain at Bai Gieng' after 
the war was a North Vietnamese farmer.) 
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C undtHhllg '\ute 

Cc'rt,ull :'aht.;'nt pOtnt~ In tilt:: 1'C"fugces' respOllSE'S to thE' questwn­

[WIre should be unci(;rSCOI"ed tOl' theIr slgDlfIc~ince m planmng possIble 

futurc· resettlement proJf'dS. 

The reasons cited for mO\o'i.ng to Rai Gieng i.ndieate an dfenive 

local leadershlp elmong Catholic:; III the Tuy-Hoel ZlreZl. In luturc effort;:; 

it may be feaslble to call upon communit:,-' and rellgiou;:; leaders to a::;sist 

In planning and organizing relocation project::>. Local opinion leaders. 

for instance, may be effective i.n dlssemmating informatlOn regarding 

procedures for secunng necessary government authorization for re­

settlement. 

Dealing with local leadership, however, requires close attention 

to religious, regional, and ethnic differences wittl.in the population and 

their sensitivities to I'favoritism." whether real or imagined. Thi~ can 

be a significant factor where the population group encompas~es an ethnic 

dichotomy such as lowland Vietnames~ and Montagnards or a se~ular 

animus as often found with C?atholic and Buddhist groups. 

At the time of the interviews, the "authorized" refugees had 

been at Bai Gieng for approximately 2 1/2 months. AU of those inter· 

viewed were still involved in constructing their houses and were unable 

to work for the agencies reqUIring laborers. In future resettlement pro­

grams in which the transfer of manpower is a factor, consideration might 

well be gi ven to e:o."pf'cllting the resettlement proces~ by providing more 

guidance and assIstance in individual home- bu~lding. 

Final~y, certain qualifications ~hould be pointed out regarding 

the respondent::;' attitudes toward the resettlement at Bat Gieng- (QuestlOn 

14) and long-range expectations (Question 16). At the time of the 

1.6 

i 

i 
I 

I 
I 
1 

interview the refugees had not completely "resettled" inasmuch as they 

were not yet gainfully employed and were still living in temporary com­

munity shelters. Eventually, with a steady income, established home, 

and community servIces and facilities such as those planned at Bai Gieng, 

there may be marked differences in what the refugees' responses · ... ·ould 

be, 
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