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PR,I:;FlICl:. 

The Refugee Study Pr'vleet 

In the fall of 1965 It became apparent that the rapidly mcrea,;lng number 

of refugees in the Republic of Viet~Nam would preseot a continuing problem in the 

conduct of the counlerJ.Hsurgency effort. CUIIsequently, the Ad\-anceU Re~eal'ch 

Projects Agency contracted with Human SClcnces Re;;can:h, Inc. to conduct a 

SClCntiflc field study to PI'OVld(' empirical data un all aspects of th(' refugee Sltu-

ation. 

In February }966, HEn sellt a field t",,,,lll tu y It'l-;I;am for six rnonth.; 

research work. The team was composed of a director, A. Terry Rambo (an 

anthropologist), two research associates, Jerry M. Tinker and John D. LeNoir 

(political SCientists), and Capt. La Van Truong, ARVN counterpa!"t officer from 

the Combat Development Test Center, Vlet-Nam, in S«igon. 

Initially. team members fo,;u:'led un developing an understanding of the 

refugee situation in general, making observation tripS to areas of refugee cone en­

trahon in 1-4 key provinces (see Map 1). On the basls of lnformation gained during 

these Vlsits several data collection m"trumcnts wer(' dp;,lgned alld a research 

plan developed for an intensive study of the refugee sltuatlOn In Phu-Yen province. 

Tlurteen Vietnamese UDlversity studlmts were recruited as Interviewers and in 

late May 1966 data colledion commenced l!l refugee cente\"!; in Phu-Yen, conhnumg 

through the end of July. A similar research apprdach, but on a much reduced 

scale, was applied m Dinh Tuong Province in lalc July U\ order to obtam com­

parative data on the refugee problem in a diff'2rcnt regwnal setting 



In Augusl , the planned field research was completed a.nd the field team 

:'~' l:t':, 'd \0 the Cnated States to analyze the survey quesHorma i.re;; collecte~ 

.:~ 11,\, 'our"e, i the In\·e s ttgatton . Data analysis and r eporting a!"e cu!"rently 1n 

pr )8I'e.'>" "':'Ie ',\"I ll continue until completion of the first phase of the prOJect on 

D~ :emCJ~r 31 !966 . 

Becauae of the lmmediate opera t ional relevance or much of the cata 

collected In the cou r se o r this study, a s pecial effort is being made to ensure 

1·"Pld pubhc ... :lOn and dlsseminahon or project findwgs , A seTtes of F leld Re. 

sear("h :\Iemo:'anda presenting various prellminary analyses of field data are 

belllG 13gued a t Ir r egular illtervals (see back cover for listing of FR:\I 's to date ). 

The i'c :1~C produc t s o { work in progress and are IIvt t v be !,:onaidt:rt:d rinal or de­

flnlt!\'e statements on this research , 

Comments {rom mterested readers a re invited aDd should be addressed to: 

Director 
Refu,ee Study Project 
Human Scie nces Research , Inc . 
West,ate Research Park 
77UI Old Springhouse R oad 
McLean, Virginia 22101 

Ii 
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I. Introduction 

Over 2, 000 interviews with heads of refugee families were collected by 

the Refugee Study Project Field Team in Phu-Yen Province. These interviews 

were recorded on a standardized questionnaire form (see Appendix A). This 

quantity of data can only be analyzed with the aid of machine processing, hence 

necessitating the development of a reliable coding system for responses to the 

questionnaire. As such a code can best be developed on the basis of empiriCal 

data representing the full range of respoll"e;; to v3.rious lines of inquiry, a random 

stratified sample of 200 questlOnnaires was selected (see Column C uf Table 1) 

from the total number of interviews and analyzed through manual tabulation. 

This report presents the results of analysis of this limited sample . 

Such preliminary data should obviously be interpreted ~autiously and restraint 

exercised in making generalizations on this basiB about other refuKee populations. 

This report is presented now so that potential user 'agencies may know ae kinds 

of information that will be made available later. Discussiona of study metllodology, 

data validity, depth interpretation, conclusions and recoaune._tiollS will be 

presented illialer reports 10 this series. 

Distribution of Refugee Pepulation in Ph\!- Yen 

or all the shortages in Viet-Nam, perhaps the -.oet u\tte aad tilait .. 

is the shortage of reliable statistiCil on the pop.alation. Tlns i& partiealarly bu 

regarding refU,ees--an especiaUy ftu;ill _amellt of nu-al Viet;·Nam's ,..,..l.tioa. 

In Pbu-Yen Pr()vince, Btabe.lics on retulees vary co.si~rably, ~ 

Ilpon wJtjr:h aaeD£Y'S ligures are c-.lled. However, Mae4 .... _ •• ..w}' 

o( official reports and interviews wUII. district, villa,. .. buakt caM's, it ia 

estimated that as of July 1966 there were 11, ,ao refu.pe fam.i1ies in PIIu-Yen 

(or, accepting five as the average family siae, there were 55, HI reluceel!l)· 



This would indicate that refugees compose approximately 16.4% of the total pro­

vincial population of 335, 400
1

. 

Table 1 shows the distribution of refugee families by district, hamlet and 

camp in phu- Yen. Column "A" of the table notes the estimated number of refugee 

familles in each hamlet or refugee center. Column "B" indicates the number of 

interviewS conducted with refugee heads-of-household In each hamlet, while 

Column '·c" shows the distribution of interviewB upon which this preliminary report 

is ba;;ed. 

1'JWa figM'e .. a prejealMol;::t8., ,.ear-end 1985 based upon estimated 1964 
popoIatioa of 327, 5;93 dted _ ...... 80 ... tet-Nag: 'lbeo Don-Vi Hanh-Chan Trong 
Ham 1964 NationallMtitute of Statistics, Saigon, Ja.me 1965.· 

2 

, 

l 

Table 1. Distribution of Refugees in Phu-Yen 
(as of July 30, 1966) 

No. of Refugee Number of Analysis 
Families Questionnaires Sample 

Hamlet or Camp (A) (B) _(C_)_ 

Tuy-Hoa Distri!.:t 
Lien Tri 60 26 2 

NinJl Tinh 119 48 2 

PhuoC' Hau (Thuong Phu) 355 67 

Phuo!.: Khanh 38 37 

Dong PhuoC 235 280 5 

Binh Hoa 889 187 18 

Binh Loi 400 90 8 

Binh My 298 60 8 

Bmh Tmh 1,055 244 21 

Ngoc Lang 300 60 • 
Dong BU'h 35 29 

Phollg Nien •• 24 

Han Chua (My Quang) 525 72 11 

Chop ehai Temporary 155 73 3 

Ninh Tinh Resettlement 86 
., 2 

Hieu-xuong District 
Dong Tac 34 19 1 

Phu Lam 32. 93 • 
Phuoc Lot 735 175 15 

Phuoc Binh 612 144 12 

Dong My· 2" • • 
Dong Tac Temporary • 3 •• 2 

Dong Tac Resettlement 3.7 199 • 
TUX-An District 
- Phu AsI· ." • • 
Dons Xuan Distrj,c\ • Dong Tre--Viet "" 97 

Dong Tre - -Monlagnal'G " 26 2 

'10 111 1 
LaHai 

Son&-Ca. Di.9trid 
s.ng-Caa ... 110 .. 

SOD ~ District 2. 
Otna 50n- - Viet J,7I7 "' 
Cung Sort--MOfttagnard ... 7 • 1 

TOTALS 18,191 2,154 '00 

* Security considerations precluded .conduchng interviews in Phu An 

and Dong My. 

3 
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II. The Dynamics of Refugee Movement 

Basic to effective predictIon and control of future refugee mOY{;rIH:ot il. 

Viet-Nam is development of an understanding of the dynamics of popul",twll eiLi 

placcment--what are the causes of migration and how is .-;uch movem~nt lmple­

mented? Nearly half of the questions contained Ul the refugee tiurvey question­

naire utilized in Phu-Yen were devoted to such "why, where and how'· ISSUC:> of 

refugee migration. Presented here, in highly summarized fashion, are dat .. on 

the dynamiCS of refugee movement as rpvealed by preliminary analysls of tlll-

200 questiOlUlaires. 

Rate of Refugee Movement 

All of the refugees in Phu-Yen did not n~ove simultaneously, rathl,r 

migration or significant numbcrs of peoph:· into government eontrolleJ zOlles 

began in late 1964 and steadily increased in intenSity until a peak was rea<::hed 

during the last month of 1965 and the first two months of 1966 (see Figure I, 

"Rate of Refugee Movement"'. There are strong incii<::atiOl1s that dates of peak 

movements vary considerably rrom district to district, but the present 200 sample 

is not large enough to demonstrate this with any statistical valiCi.ty. 

Nature of Refu,ee Movement 

Refugee movement in Phu.-Yen ha.s been almost Wholly intraprovincial 

and prWnarily inlradlstrict. Figure,; 2 - ~ illustrate that the areat maJOrity 

of refugees are naUfts of tbe same districts in which they are now resettled, 

Of the ZOO cases in ttw sample oo&y 3. r", .. ' ero,:"e.! diRtrict boundaries In flceklll!: 

a place of refyge 

5 
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Figure 4 Refugee Population of 

Son Has District by District of Origin 
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Figure 5. Refugee Population of 

Song-Call District by District of Origin 
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AB the intradiBtrict character of migration in Phu-Yen would suggest 

(but contrary to the usual conception of refugees fleeing across vast distances) 

the actual distance traveled by refugees to reach resettlement sites is surprisingly 

short. In this sample the median distance traveled by the refugees from their 

homes to the relocation area is only 13 km (7.8 miles). When cumulative fre­

quency 15 plotted (Figure 6) it can be seen that 3/4 of the refugees traveled no 

more than 18 km from their homes to their resettlement sites. 

Figure 6. Cumulative Frequency Curve: 

Distance Traveled from Home to Relocation Site 

200 

50 

20 .. •• /I 

Distaltee Traveled i.n Kilometers 
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Q2 " ~ of res ..... s 
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• 

.. 



As could be expected in view of the short dif'tances traveled by most 

refugees, 90% of the salllple report that the actual movement took them ont' day 

or less. Nearly 700/0 of the refugees reportedly traveled on foot H·'th t ' ,,,~ ransport 

erna lye means of move-by trucks, boat and aircraft the most frequent1,· cited aU . t 

uTIng aylight hours ment (see Table 2). Movement for the most part occurred d d 

Table 2. Means of Travel to Relocation Site 

:'Ileans of Transport 

By foot 

Truck 

Boat 

Lambretta scooter 

Aircraft 

Horse-cart 

Bicycle 

No. of Citations 

133 

20 

15 

12 

3 

2 

Only 12 individuals of the 200 sample reported traveling alone while over 

3/4 of \he respondents traveled with members of their family and nearly one half 

reported also moving with fellow villagers. This data suggests that there ha 
~ , 

en at least some carry-over of premigration social structure into the resettle-

meat areas. 

Cau8es of ReJL1pe MOY8aoent 

. aeftJpe alOve.eM i ..... ...,. atiribute41r!osrticylarly by Americans 

eritkal .. U. S. in_I ..... Wlellllt jn t1M! "Yietaa_ae war) s.le ........ - ' . ... ~ lmpad of 
___ .... ~~_ I 

0II:r-.. areM ..... ~ramellll, on the otM:r hand 

.-.eiaMy .".8 to all fu _ • re geeB _ uea.,e:elt tn.m. celllmuni.st c.ntrol (dong-

beo 'y-,. ...... _-san) Ne'the .... __ . 1 r Slm sUc ellplanation is sy ... n.d b •• Y me responses 

of re.ilg ... to •• stiollS as to why the" hac m&\IetI. Rather, over half of the re8po--

dents c·ted .. 1 two or more reasons as resulting i.n their deciai •• to b fu ecome re gees, 

10 

In categorizing the reasonS given, a distinction was made between 

"voluntary" and "involuntary" movement. Most of the refugees (84%) reportad 

moving by their own volltion. The 16 percent whose movement was forced 

(generally as a result of military operations in their Vlllages) are not inclu~d 

in the following listings of causations. 

The reasons Cited by those moving voluntarily can be categorized under . , 
three 'major headings in order of frequency:-

1. Physical security threatened - - 248 citations 

2. EconomiC security threatened 8S cltatlOns 

3. Social security threatened 23 cltations 

Vari.ous threats to physical secunty are by far the most frequently cited 

rea.sons for leaving. The sources of the threats are particularly revealing. These 

may be cat~goriz.ed as resulting from: (a) Vif'"t-Cong actions; (b) GVNJ AlUM 

actions; and (c:) confroataUons between the Vie~-Cona and GVN/Alliej ferces. 31 

Table 3 shows the frequency of citation and further break"'" or the au1IcaMlDrie 
•. 

Table 3. Threat. to Physical Security 

Causal Facklr 

Viet-Cong Actions 

Enforcement of political c.ntrol.t .,-pulation 
(terl"Grism, repriSals againSt GYJi' cadre- and 

Jam.ilie5, etc.) 

Guerrilla mitiMry adiYity 

GVNJ Allied Military ActiNa 

Air aJIIII artillerY ~aJ""" 
G1'oun4i ~r~ .... ..t.na .. ).-8.S, lIi.llina 

•• civiha118 ....... etc.) 

_eI 
Cital .... ~ 

1>0 

.., 
II .. .. 
2' .. 

2Respondenta dkt aot r ......... tM reaso_ ci~.o the relati.e signifi­

cance of the facto" .~ is inferred by frequeJtCy of cilatio •. 

3
While 

this latter categol'7 ~ not wholly distinct frOID tbII previOUS two, 
it was important to differentiate t:IIIe&e respc>JllIes which cited a partiCYlar agent, 
Viet-Coq or GVN/Allied forces, from those which referred'" DO ~ticular agent. 

11 



Eleven percent of the respondents reported that they had been discouraged 

from leaving their homes. In each case the Vict·Cong were cited as the di;;couraging 

agent (Table 7). \\'hen these instances of Viet-Cong efforts to discourage and impede 

refugee flight are plotted geographically, they may provide useful information lOch­

cating the nature and level of population control in various areas in the province, 

Table 6. Encouragement of Refugee Movement 

1. Encouraging Agent· 

GVN Military Personnel 

U. S. and ROK Military Personnel 

Relatives and Friends of Rdugl't' 

GVN Civilian Officials 

2. Nature of Encouragement 

Encouraged to move voluntarily tl'l 
a safer location 

Encouraged with t_eab; against 
nODl:ompliance 

Warned of i..oIpeadins danSer ill 
native area 

ProuUsed aasistance and a "bli'tter 
lite" who rdocatetl 

Number of 
Citahons 

50 

2' 
12 

10 

54 

19 

7 

*Refuaee cauold cite more Ulan one encouragin(!: aseat. 

Viet-CCIIt& ..-e .... repriaals a. .... t --Viet-CODfl ......... to fereibly detain 

Viel-COll£ warBetl ...... cOll'tllitio_ aJtd 
!Distreatmeal in IO"'I!'Tnment eontrelh:d ...... 

14 

l' 
7 

4 



Correlation of Date of Refugee Movement with 
Amount of Land Owned for Land Owners 

A number of hypotheses have been proposed on the relation!Ohip between the 

amount of land owned and how long landowners will choose to stay on their land as 

the Viet-Cong threat increases. Some suggest that the relatively well-to-do land­

owners will become refugees before others since they presumably have the most 

disposable goods, further, they would likely be early targets of the Viet-Congo 

Others, however, propose the opposite hypothesis that those who own most 

land will be better able to withstand insurgent pressure--they can more easily pay 

VC taxes and still have something left. Further, since they have the greatest 

amount of land, they will be the most attached to it. Hence, they will, on the 

averaic, Feck refuge from the VC after those who own the least lanQ.. 

To evaluate these hypotheses th(' amount of land owned was related to the 

date when refugees became refugees, by month, starting in 1963. In Phu-Yen 

Province the greatest refugee migration was in January to April. 1966. However, 

inspection of the data--amount of land owned versus time of becoming a refugee-­

suggests that if there is any relationship, it is very small. Larae and small land­

owners alike became refugees in numbers from 1964 on, but the trend does not 

appear to work either way_ 
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Ill. Refugee Population Characteristics 

The development of adequate programs and policies for handlmg and 

dealing with refugees demands specific information on many aspects of the refugee 

population. Presented here are the tabulations of the demographic and socioeconomic 

features of the preliminary sample of 200 refugee families. This is indicative of 

the kind of information that will be made available later from the full sample. 

The population Pyramid 

Figure 7 presents in standard pyramId form the age/sex distribution of the 

sample refugee population. Two characteristics are notable: l) the dispr-.portion· 

ately high number of males, ages 0-11, and 2) the under-repre!lenlatioll..' persons 

of both sexes, ages 15-34, and 40-55. Wfi: have nu satisfaetery explano.h.1I. lit .. 

former phenomenon. while the latter clearly reflect. the ~t 01 warfue en OM! 

population. Persons, especially RIal •• , i. tile 15-34 bJ"&cllet are tJae pri.acipal 

manpower 8<MIrce for both the GYIi aM .. Viet-C... .Aa wi. 1M: se_ !rem 

Table 9 this age group bas als. suffe~. tate peat ... t n."Nr ef war easUllllties. 

Figure 7 also graphically ....uC&t.a Ole .fide-Ilcy 01 ~~ .. ap ~ .. r 

in the refugee- populatioll. Males aJe 21- 49 total 119, (lr 12,. 01 tlte whole. 5 

Age Distribution 

Table 8 pres"" .... tlis ...... ien., ~W __ ~ ap. Wi. 4MIo of ....... -

laUoa under 14 aDd K .... OI"~, ......... liIaM.r the~ .... are. • .• 

consumers rather _p ....... . 

5James B. lie,,*,". n. 2:.:' !ll!rW" .... _ tcW.eae-: ~ 
Publishing Co .• 1984), p. 14, ...,..... .. males of tIWI .p FouP CeI}IItit.te4 
15" of the populatio. 01 Kbanh-_. .. .... ta ~ wllli.dI wu ilnMtiiptell belDre: 
the current insurgency gamed :neJ. ~.... :.-Il-_ ill do •• 10 Saia_. 
bowever, and bad auffered consi......ule wt-mi,NHon of yeu..: people so that 15% 
should be viewed as a minimtt_ ....... lor the "Mrmal pereeatage of military 
age males in the rural Vietnamese- popIlatioJl. 
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Ages 

0-' 
5-9 

10-14 
15-19 
20-24 
25-29 
30-34 
35-39 
40-44 
45-49 
50-54 
55-59 
60-64 
65 and over 

All ages 

0-' 
5-9 

10-14 
15-19 
20-24 
25-29 
30-34 ~ 

§ 35-39 
40-44 
45-49 

, 
~ 
~ 

50-54 ~ 

0 
55-59 
60-64 II • 
65 and over ~ • 0 

All ages • • .. 
• 

Tabl.~ B. Fvdugee p.-'~C.~;;'::0!l. 
by.-\ge, ~ex, and :\I;;,:·i~:,.! :3:~:u", 

Total Unmarried 11arried Widowed 

Males 
82 82 

100 100 
72 72 
45 39 
13 4 
16 12 
23 22 

" 2, 
17 16 
23 22 
16 " 2 
18 16 2 
16 15 1 
23 17 , 

489 30' 173 12 

Females 
67 ti7 

72 72 
66 66 
54 43 10 I 
20 17 3 
39 30 8 
27 25 2 
34 " 7 
17 14 3 
14 10 4 

" I 17 7 
23 I. 7 
14 7 7 
31 8 23 

503 zo. 181 72 
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Sex Distribution 

The refugee population has a sex ratio of 99
6 

However, in the 15 to 59 

age group the ratio is decreased to 79, and in the 20-44 age bracket is even 

lower--68 men per 100 women. 

Physical Condition 

Ninety-two percent of the refugees are reported to be able-bodied. 7 

184 males, ages 15-59, are able-bodied (95% of this age group) while only 10 

(5'1.) are classed as handicapped in some major way. 243 females (93% of age 

groupl are able-bodied with 19, or 7%, reported as handicapped. 

War Casualties 

Twenty-nine of the 200 families (14.5"/0) reported at least one death caused 

as a direct result of the war. A number of these casualties were suffered by 

members of the refugee families serving with military units; but most were 

civilia11B. (In the analysis of the full sample it Will be feasible to plot the civilian 

death rate by year and cause.) 

Table 9. Causes of War Casualties 

Cause or Agents 

Military Combat (GVN soldiers killed in action) 

GVN cadre killed by VC 

VC combatant killed by GVN/allied forces 

CiVilian killed by artillery, bombing 

Civilian killed inAllied ground operations 

Civilian killed by VC 

No. Killed 

,. 
3 

• ,. 
• 

• Sex ratio indicates the number of males per 100 females. 

7 Survey criteria for able-bodiedness were vague- -the interviewer would 
ask if any members of interviewee's household were currently incapable of working 
and only these persons would be classed as being physically handicapped. It is 
probable, given Vietnamese attitudes toward health and labor. ,that a considerably 
greater number of persons are physically disabled (by U. S. standards) than are 
report.!'d as such iD the survey. 

2. 

~""",-"-~"",.-"""",,"-------------------...... ------...... -... 

Table 10. Sex and Age at Time of Death 
of War Casualties 

~ Male 

0-14 

15-19 

20-29 4 

30-39 17 

40-49 

59 and above 

Table 11. Casualti~s by Occupation 

Military 

Popular forces 

ClOG 

2 

Soldier (unspecified) -2. 
TOTALS 9 

Nonrnihtar~' 

Farmer, carpenter, 
laborer 14 

Civil servant .2 
17 

Other 

Unemployed, 
working 

Not reported 

not 
4 

.2 
9 

War casualties correlate with an increasing intensity of fightiOC (Figure 8). 

One casualty was suffered prior to 1959. four in 1962, two in 1963, four in 198-4-, 

ten in 1965 and 15 in 1966. No data al"e available on the dates at which two of the 

38 casualties were suffered. 

.. 
l4 
13 
12 

." 
~ 10 
• • U • ~ 
0 , 
~ • 

5 

• 
3 
2 
1 

• r--
-~re 1959 

Figure 8. War Casually Rate 

v 
V 

v ~ V 
1960 1961 1962 1963 

Years 
1964 1965 1966 (1st half) 
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Figure 9. Premigration Average Daily Income 
of Head of Household 

-
- n ~ ., 

~ 

~ 0 ~ 0 ~ 0 ~ 0 ~ 0 0 
~ 0 '::: ~ ~ 0 ~ ~ ~ 0 0 

N N M ~ 

Average Daily Income in Piastres 

Ownership of Capital Goods 

~ 

0 
00 

~;: 

Ncarly 60"/. of the interviewees reported that they had owned major instru­

ments of production prior to relocating. Three-fourths of those reporting capItal 

goods cited buffalo and cattle with an average of approximately three head of live­

stock pt-r indlVldual. Others cited small boats, fishing nets, and sewing machines. 

Premigration Land OwnershIp 

Ne ... rly 70~o of the refugees flwned land As Flgure 10 indicates, the grea\; 

majority were small land holders witk most famihes possessing less than 3 ~. 

11 A ~ is one hectare or slightly less than 2 1/2 acres. 

24 

Prem.1gration Land Rental 

A relatively small number (.l2%) of the refugees were tenant farmers. The 

size of rental plots were small. the average being 1. 5~. 

Figure 11. Premigration Land Rental 

!:~~-,---. 
~3. I b = 

~C;'ro.r:rDl""-a3 
o N <"';I "<I' >l) rD l""-

Area in Mau of Land Hented 

By convention, rentals are paid in paddy through various arrangements 

IHItween landlord and tenant. For a comprehensive view of the rent levels, the 

amount of rent paid was plotted by area of land rented. Sueh tabulation indicates 
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The figures from thIS sample alone show that over 15, 500 kilograms of 

paJd\ WaS pai~: allnuall) ~u the Vlet-Cong by th" 56 respondents of this sample. 

In more complete an<lly~es of the tax data, it ma~- be possible to present a better 

~O]U'lIi.; vf Ih,' o\·crall _'I;Jlual t" .... yield 1I'11l.::h will be deUled the Viet-Cong so long 

<is thf' refuget:s are out of theIr areas uf .::ontrol Also in ::;ubsequent reports, the 

VC L.h r<:ite=> can be cc.mpared to the rates of tax paid to the GVN. 

2. 

. ~: 

IV. Problems of Refugee Resettlement 

In discussing refugee resettlement, two critical and interrelated questions 

must be posed: 1) what impact has becoming a refugee had on the lives of the 

persons involved, and how have they adapted to their new situation; and 2) how has 

the larger society reacted to the development of a major new social problem? 

This second question will be dIscussed in detail in later reports. Presented here 

in oulline are some aspects of the first question--the problem of refugee adaptation 

to resettlement. 

Selection of Relocation Site 

In phu-Yen Province most refugees have resettled in existmg hamlets 

around major provincial towns. Only approximately 13')'. of the refugees are lo­

cated in actual refugee "camps;" the rest eIther have moved in with relatives OT 

friends, or erected shelters next to the homes of villagers they know, or on land 

provided by local authorities, Thus the most important factor influencing refllgees 

in their selection of a resettlement sUe is stated ao be the prior prese..:. there of 

relatives and friends 'Table 16). Next in importance are sites arraJlled by aenrn­

ment officials, including both local hamlet chiefs provitbnl land as we. as district 

or provincial social weUare. representatives registerin« refugees into one of the 

temporary or resettlement camps. 

Table 16. Reasons for Selection of Relocatioll Site 

Reason 

Ability to be with friends and re}aUws already hYing 
iD relocation area 

Relocallivn site arranaed by OVN 
Followed fellow villaprs and otber refagftes 
Employment opportunities in. re.eation area 
LaDd available fClr laoaae site 
Influenced and assiste4 by reliS_d leader or villalers 

of same relia:ion as refugees 
ProDmity of relocation site to native hamlet 
Security (Unspecified) 
Availability of government commodity support 

• Respondents could cite mcwe than one reason 

2. 

Times Cited'" .. 
" 22 ,. .. 
• • • • 
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Retention of Possessions 

Hanng re1atn'ea nearby can be very important to a refugee family :.l~:e~­

going rcecttlement, particularly in VIew of the fact that over 1/3 of the la;'-:J1:ei; 

report that they brought no possessions when they moved. The remainder, h;Jwen"r, 

retained at least minimal possessions such as food stuffs, money, clothing, ,,",.:: 

hou .... ehold goods. 

Table 17. Refugee Possessions 

Possessions Times Cited· 

Nothmg 71 

Food Sluffs 61 

Money 

Clothing 

Major means of production 
(oxen, fIshing boat, sewing 
machme, etc.) 

Furniture 

Kitchen utensilS 

• Refugee may cite more than one item 

Au: Received .y Iteiugees 

.3 

'Z 

3. 

2. 

S 

Ab.ut one third (30~ of \he saMple report receiving monetary assisia."lce 

trom Government sources. Only about one half of O!oe respondents reported re­

celviJIg foodstuffs from tae GYM CTab)e 18). 

AMI from aoAfO_r_eJII. sources reaeltes relatively few refugees I.e;;>;; 

tlwft 2'" of the re.~"'Ms rtt .... t reuivillg aill fr~ ~rc:es such as religious 

~.a.i."atio", Allied mua--y ~ces, anti: relatives (Tables 18 - 20). 

3. 

• Category 

Money 

l<'ood stuffs 

Clothing 

Table lB. GVN Aid to Refugees 

Cloth, blankets, mosqUito nets 

Tools, fishnets, etc. 

Number Cases .. 
106 

S 

ZZ 

Building materials 9 

Housing 2 

_., 1 . 

• Refugees may cite morc than onl' category of Olid 

In a later report, it will be- possible to relate OlIl'lOU.t DI aift receiffllll wit.h 

the date of movement. It will also be possible to correia ........ aillllwita 

present location to identify variationa in distrillution ae _ ~ .. _ ......... 

catioD. 

Table 19. N .... overDIIHDial 
Aid to Refugees 

Type Aid 

Medical care 2 

Food stuffs 2. 

Mone, 3 

ClotbiDg • 
Buildinfl: materials 

OOoer 2 

'lalt)e:te. s--- .. 
....... ____ ... WIt_ ~ ... 

w. S. Porces 

MOK J'orces 

audihiM OrraaizatiQII tuftide .... '" 

Aelati_s 

CaIh.tic Or,aal"aliloa or PrIest ...... _.CN6. 

• 
3 , 
• 
• 

• o.ty » .. 1M 3' --.... -. 
...~ ree.i .... ~~ai .. 
_lM:riM" ~ SGIIfte. 
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Occupation in Relocation Site 

For the present tabulations all males and females over 15 were considered 

employable. From thls ,;ample 235 males "nd 292 females reported occupations 

Dr unemployment (Table 21). In future reports, allowances can be made for that 

segment of the population which is unemployable due to age or physical condition. 

Also, more complete analyseS w11l prOVlde a rElporti.ng of the data on refugee occu~ 

pations by age and sex of those employed. 14 

Change in occupation rc=>u.lting tram ru\,gee movement represents another 

aspect of employment that ..... ill be reported in a later analySis. Pre!lminary indi­

cations of the shIfts in employment are tll ... t fishermen tend to relocate along coalital 

area::; and remain fi.shermen, while f<>.rm(·rs, abandoning their land, become general 

laborers, mIlitary, or unemployed 

The employment data reported from thls sample show a fairly high rate of 

unemployment. Not readily evident from this data alone, however, is the fact 

that though a substantial percent of the refugees report working as general laborers, 

they are generally underemployed. In many cases, persons reporting employment 

as laborers were employed only 1 or 2 days per week. 15 

14This data also contains information on school attendance by personB under 
15. Later tabulations will indicate the percentage of refugee children attending 
schooL 

15 A detailed analySiS of effects of refugees on local economy and labor 
markets is forthcoming in Robert L. Sansom, "Economic Aspects of the Refugee 
Problem in Viet-Nam." (McLean, Virginia: Human Sciences Research, Field 
Research Memorandum No.5, November 1966). 
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Table 21. Occupation in Relocation Site 
of Refugees ovel· 15 Years of Age 

Percent of Percent of 
Adult Males Adult Females 

(235 Respondents) (292 Respondents) 

Farmer 5 

Agricultural Laborer/ 
Tenant Farmer 4 4 

Fisherman 10 

General Laborer .11 20 

Craftslnan/ Tradesman 12 15 

MUitary 15 0 

Civi1 Service 2 0 

Miscellaneous (mendicant, 
clergy, etc.) 5 2 

Unemployed 16 " 
Income in Relocation Site 

Percent o! 
Total Adult 
Population 

(527) 

2 

4 

6 

25 

14 

7 

2 
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To determine various ec.oooDlic e!fects ot relocation, tbe interviewees 

were asked the a-wrage daily income of the head of household from premigration 

and postmigration occupations. CPremigration occupations and incomes are 

reported more fully in a previous section.) The contrar;t i;; shown in Table 22 

and Figure 12. 

Table 22. Average Daily Income (in Piastres) 
of Head of Household 

Premigration Income 

Postmtgration Income 

33 

7B.8 

41. 5 

60.6 

35.0 

0-1000 

0-224 
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Figure 12. Average Daily Income of Head of Household: 
Before and Aft"'r Rel()catior, 

---- Before Relocation 
--~~-~~~ After Relocation 

--, 
~ 0 0 0 ~ 0 ~ 0 ~ 0 0/ , 0 
~ :: N ~ ~ 

" 
N ~ ~ 0 0 00 

~ N N N ~ • 00 
~-

Average Dally Income in Piastre!;! . 

Return Trips to Native Hamlet from Relocation Site 

Refugees were asked if they had returned on any occaSlOll to their former 

homes. In thi,; 3ample, slightly more than one quarter of the respondents reported 

making return trips. The principal reasons given for making such trips were to 

collect le"t~beh1l1d possess~~ns and han.-est c~Op8. 

Elt."Pectatinm;j Aspirations for Future Residence 

The refugees were queried a8 to their expected and desired residences in 

the foreseeable future. When asked where they expected to reside, over 85% 

indicated the present relocation site, 

34 

I 
~I 

,\\-11en given the element of free chOlce 111 residence 111 the foreseeable 

future the responses were more varied. Of thuse whu responded to this que"ti,~n 

(no data was obtalOed from over 1/4 of the lnterviewees) nearly 60~;' would rt::-~:-:-. 

to their nahve 'tillages while 20'7. had 110 opllliol1 as to what they wanted. FUreen 

percent reported desiring to remain in the relocation site and 5% would mfn'€ ~0 

a different relocation sitl::. 
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APPENDIX A 

Questionnaire 83--Refugee Population Survey 

QUESTIONNAIRE B3 - REFUGEE POPULATION SURVEY 

QuestlOnnalre No. 

Ir. what place did you have your home before coming here? 
Ap, ___ _ 
Xa 
Quan 
Tinh ____ _ 

What was the date that you left your village? 

day; ___ month;-----..Year; 19 

What were your reasons for leaving your homE''' 

Did anyone encourage you to leave your home? --yes no 

(U answer to above is "yes"); In what ways were you encouraa:ed to move? 

Did anyone try to discourage you from leaving your horne? --yes ___ no 

(If answer to above is "yes"): In what manner were you dillcouragetil from 
moving? 

By what means of transportation did you come here? 

How many days did the trip' take you.? ___ days 

Did you travel maiftly by day or at ni,ht? tty day 
\)y niMbt 

What were your reaaons for se1erlinr this place to come to? 

Did you have frieDd8 or relathea who lived here alreactr; --fl" 

Had you ever visited bere before: ---"yes 
00 

39 

___ no 



14. What people did you travel together with wben you came heM:'? 

15. What possessions did you bring with you? 

16. Wh.at members of your family are living in the same household with you here 
now? (Ascertain sex, age, marital status, relationship to interviewee, 
literacy and physical condition of each member) 

relationship to marital physical 
interviewee 'ex age status literate occupation condition 

• 1. Interviewee 
2. 

, _ .. .. 
. 

15. 

17. Are there any members of your household who are not here with you? 

relationship to mariW 
interviewee .. x age status occupation location 

1. 
2. 

5. 

18 Have any members of your household been killed as a direct result of the war? 

relationaldp to marital cause of 
interviewee 'ex age status occupation death 

1. 
2. 

5. 

*CODE: 
sex: M '" male. F .. female 
marital status; S:: single. M:: married, W " widowed 
literate: 1 '" literate. 2 '" illiter.te 
physical condition: 1· able-bodied. 2 .;. major physical defects 

40 

year or 
death 

19. What was your occupation before you moved bere? {head of household's 
occupation} 

20. What was the average daily income of;your family before corning here? 

21. Did you own farm land? --yes 
___ no 

22. If "yes.", how many mau? ___ mau 

23. Did you M:'nt farm land? ----"yes 
___ no 

24. If "yes". how many mau" ____ mau 

---Piastres 

25. (If refugee rented land). how much rent did you pay last year? 

26. How many .s!!. of paddy did yOU harvest laBt year? ~a 

27. How much tax did you pay last year? to tbe Governmeat: 
to the Viet Cong: 

28. Did you own any major means of production before coming here? 
(buffalo, sampan. tools, etc.) 

39. Since becoming a refugee have you received any help from the Government? 
(de8cribe) 

30. Have you received help from any ..!!.2!!..-governmental sources? (describe) 

31. What: are you doing now to earn your living? 

32. What is the average daily income of your family now? 
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33. Have you made any trips back to your village to collect left-behind possessions 
orto harvest crops? (What reason and how many trips) 

34. What do you think you will do in the future? (resettle here, return to your 
village. etc.) 

35, If you had a choice, what would you like to do in the future? 

36. What is your religion? _____ _ 

37. Ethnic group: If refugee is not a Vietnamese inquire as to what tribe he 
belongs'to: - • 

38. What is your name? ______ _ 

INFORMATION TO BE SUPPUED BY INTERVIEWER; 

a. Location of the interview; Ap, ________ _ 

Xa. _______ _ 

Quan ______ _ 

Tinh, _______ _ 

b. Date: day ___ month ___ 1966 

C, Interviewer's comments on the refugee (estimate of intelligence. cooperative­
ness, honesty, etc,): 

d. Interviewer's name: _________ _ 
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