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AFSC, International Service Division,

Quang Ngai Refugee Camps, February 1973
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The refugee camp shown lies not far from Quang Ngai City, where the AFSC

medical center is located,

Staff from the center visited it often,

They

reported to NARMIC that the people are crowded into large tents, each of
which holds the entire population of one hamlet, averaging about 100 people.

Quang Ngai has long been

(see p. 37 top).
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Frances Fitzgerald, author of Fire in the Lake, visited this camp and others

in Quang Ngai province.

CAMBRIDGE, Mass.—Not far from
Quang Ngai City the Muc Tien refupee
camp dies on a sandspit on a river.
some 200000 people live in the con-
geries of tents and tin-roofed shacks,
cach tent sheltering ten or more fumi-
lew, and cach family with only the
spave Tor o bed and a bundie of he-
lengings.

in April the heat is intense, and
1he breezes that hring some  relief
sween up sand and lodge it in cooking
pots, ¢lothing and childrens’ runny
noses. SHiL even the heal of the dry
scason is preferable 1o the floods of
the monseon. Since iast November Lhe
Americans  at regional headquarters
have heen plunning to improve camp
vonditions, but owing to the usual
ireateratic dejays and the usual cor-
riplion, the comp has remained much
a5 10 was & year age, The lents are
crowded all day long, Bands of chil-
divn run and shrick in the alleyways
while  the women and old people
~imply sit and stare out through the
barbed wirve. For there is nothing to
do, Johs ave scarce. and there 1s no
land to cultivine. People simply  sit
aoid walt Tor the occasional hand-out
of rice, salt and cooking oil.

She reported:

Left 1o themselves, they would leave villages. ' ‘The U.s. and  the mugen
the camp and walk the ten or fifteen regime  have other pians for _ L.ha::;v
Wlometers 1o the =ite of their old people who make up o mg{nﬁm:n
viilages. Bul the Sagon Aulhoritivs proportien of the camp population, bt
witt nar let them sinee they come from none of them seems likely to succeed
an arca nod Tully comrolled by the Fur thase people who come trom areas
Thieu Governinent. The  police and conceded Lo the PLRG (such s the
vitlage officiz!s regard the people with northerin third of Quang Tri Provinee)
some suspicion, believing them to be Suigon Preposes Lo cetdle new ullages
“dangrrous elements” or VO sym- on unde i S can mibi-
pathizers.” They may he right, for the iy cond

camp, as it happens, containg lhe in o the ni ‘ i Leneri
people of Son My village and the ment has provee ;\.:Em*l.u' i\l:mm:‘%ﬂ
survivers of the My Lal massacre. ©ogr tmplemeniog sul projecis i e

silistiction of ev o thess few Thogsand

et people witling o ahandon uli hope o
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are currently some GoD.000 peapic o hundreds  of  thousands _f;l probh
the South Vietnamese refupges canips, refuctant people would sffer l""“»_}‘E

of onew ordor of mngniiuce o Lor

The professed aime of the Nixon Ad-
miisirabon—iny e with s work
cthiv—rs (o rid Uself of these wellare : S
cases and resettle all the refugees be- s e 7(: o
fore the ond of the vear. Bul American nert pulitary conte

thoee refupess winy ke
of My Ly, come 1
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viswonal Revolulionary Gosernnenil ar
contested arcas (o retorm 1o tieir home

(Frances Fitzgerald, "How it is Now With the People of My Lai,"

New York Times,

A brief review of Quang

5/64/73, p. 37)

Ngai province is given in Note 40. The conditions of

refugees in camps in Quang Ngai are typical of camps all over South Vietnam.

See Notes 42 and 114-15.
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Filmstrip 34

The U.S. Senate Subcommittee on Refugees

reports that after the Peace Agreement the
number of people driven each day from their homes
doubled. Since the war began, over half the
people of South Vietnam have been made refugees.
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SLIDE

SOURCE: U.S. Army Photo CC 453835, CAPTION: SAIGON, REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM.
Vietnamese civilians evacuate their homes as members of Co A, 30th Ranger

Bn, move in on the Viet Cong terrorists during the Lunar New Year holidays,
Photo by SP5 James Newlin, 221st Sig Co (Pic) 31 January 1968

TEXT

"By official count, some 213,400 new refugees were generated during the
first 3 weeks of the cease-fire. This is a daily average of more than
10,000 -- twice the daily average during the 1972 North Vietnamese offensive.™

Senator Edward Kennedy presenting a report of the Subcommittee on
Refugees, Congressional Record, 2/28/73, p. $ 3608)

Wells Klein, a member of the Kennedy Study Mission to South Vietnam in
March 1973, reported to the Subcommittee on Refugees the following statistics:

/n’a“fur/«rs Surely the most endaring oo ey of the Vieinun: war
will he it cumulative impact on the lives and the socind strictioe of
the people of South Vietnam. Qier Lalf of South  Vietnam's
estimated population of 18 million People have been forcod to move
as refugees, often manyv_times over, sinee the war escalated in tate
1861 and early 1965, As table T indieates, the comulative total of
refugees since 1964-63 now stunds at 10.569,700,

TABLE | STATISTICAL SUMMARY OF REFUGEE AND WAR VICTIM MOVEMENT IN S0UTH VIETNAY, [958-73

1. N%wly registered refugses, by oficial GYM;USAID count:
6o
1556
1967 _
1968

19u9 S
370

‘9?' ______________________________________________
1973 (as of July 1st) ... _.

Total . ... ...

2. Campodian repatriates, ethnic Victnamese expeiled from Cdmbn(hu in1970... ... k

3. Estimated cesualty and damage claimanis, including zaine 1 nullion temporandy displaced diving Tat and
May 19B3 ofensives.. ... __.........0

4. Displaced persons in PRG controlled greas ard eiher nerregisterad | reiugees ‘from the 1972 of‘em.ue ..

5. E=t:'n'«"edgﬁn40nreg|stered retugees, inclurding some 1 mullian in ’idlgon nglizibie to register as refuzess
since | e . -

Cumulative total since 1963

How many of these refugees are still in refuzee stutus is a matter
of definition as well as numerica count. At the time of our visit in
March of this year there were 659,600 refugees officially acknowledzed
to he in temporary refugee sites with another soveral bundved
thovsand estimated in “out of camp™ situations. Ag table 11T docu-
ments. nearly hatf a million refugees are still in officially identified
car] locations.

As always, the most accwrate index of condlitions in the country-
side. of the level of conflict and violence, is the nwmber of refugees
flecing the countryvside and the number of civilian war easlties
filline Lospital wards. By this mes e, the daily averaee of new
refeuees «lm'ing the study mission’s visit—some 6000 2 day—
resembles the Jevel of violence <h1rh1g last year's offensive...
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TARLE MF: VIETNAM REFUGEES IN IDENTIFIED LOCATIONS-STAT‘US ON JUNE 14, 1973

Mr. i Mr. 11

Thya Thien {including Rue)_____...... 47, 400 Phuoc Lomg. . .. e % 200
Quang Nam__..._______.. 11,000 Long Khanh_ .. 4,400
Quang Tin.. . 18, 500 Bien Hoa_... 480
Quang Ngai_.. . 44,100 Binh Pueng. .. 35, 800
Danang o-.. 239,200 Binh Long. . 200
369, 200 Total . iiaiao. 46, 000
Mr 1l M. I¥:
Binh Dinf._______ ... ioaoao 80, 40Q Chau DOC ..o 8, 4C0
Darac__________...o.._ . 3,100 =
Kontum_......co. e 12,000 Total. .o 521,000
Pleshu. ... . . . &, 600
Khanh Hoa (incluging Nha Trang) . [
PhuYen o 4,300
Total. ..o ciieeeeeoo—eoo... 106,400

Note—This chart shows pravinces where refugees have been accounted for in identified locations, which is not neces-
sarily where they were generated.

(Hearings on War Victims in South Vietnam,
pp. 8-9; emphasis added)

In February 1973, former Marine sergeant John Naveau went to Vietnam as
an employee of Lear Siegler Inc. (See Note 26.) He visited a refugee
camp near Saigon and described it in an interview with Winter Soldier
upon his return in August 1973:

I wouldn't call those camps "refugee" camps. I would call them
camps for committing genocide, I visited a camp near Bear Cat,
just outside Saigon. There were 28,000 people crammed into this
barbed wire trap, which had no shade or trees or any kind of vege-
tation. This means being directly exposed to the sun in 100 degree
weather. There was no running water there for these people. The
Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) would truck in water in
rusty 50 gallon drums which would be half empty. Plus, the people
only get 5 piastres a day for food, not enough to even buy rice
for two meals. It was incredible, considering that American tax
money paid for these camps. I'm not that young and I can remember
the concentration camps of Nazi Germany.

I discovered that an average of 20 people a day die at this camp from
starvation and thirst. These are the people Thieu 1s supposedly
saving from the "communist” blood-bath, I was really shocked to find
an 8 year old girl who had starved to death in one of the huts. She
had been lying there for hours because no one knew what to do. It's
almost become normal at these camps to find dead people lying around.
And I think, "Jesus Christ, the American people are paying for this
but they think they're not involved."

On top of these problems, the people at the camps face two other
dangers, If they try to return to their farms, they are afraid of
being blown to bits from all the left-over ordnance that we dropped
there. I saw a couple of Vietnamese who had been snuffed by unex-
ploded mines or bombs when they tried to plow their rice fields.
Plus, the kids here don't know what mines look like and start playing
around with them only to go up in smoke,

For other descriptions of conditions in refugee and resettlement
camps, see Notes 41 and 114-115.
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Not all of the people displaced by bombing and shelling have moved to
refugee camps. The total number of 521,000 refugees as of June 14, 1973
reported by the Senate Subcommittee on Refugees reflects only those in
"identified locations" where refugees have registered and are receiving
government assistance. As Wells Klein, of the Kennedy Study Mission to
South Vietnam, explained, "many other thousands of refugees remain in com-
Pletely dependent status though their entitlement to benefits has expired
and they are no longer reflected in refugee statistics. To put the case
bluntly, refugee statistics bear little relationship to who has been dis-
placed by the war or to what portion of the population is economically in-
dependent and viable....

"In many parts of the country, ... the population has been totally displaced
and strung out along the roads for physical security from both sides, This
dislocation of population far exceeds anything reflected in any refugee
statistics." (Hearings on War Victims in South Vietnam, p. 19-20)

Part of the discrepancy between actual numbers of refugees and GVN statistics
comes from "resettlement" operations involving little more than changing the
name oif refugee camps or forced movement to new camps.{See Notes 114 - 115,)

Many other refugees never entered camps, but fled to the cities. Dr,
James R, Dumpson, Dean of the School of Social Service at Fordham Univer-
sity and a member of the Kennedy Study Mission to South Vietnam, described
their plight as follows:

However governments may define “war vietims” or *war casualtics.”
in my judgment those terms must include the great majority of
civilians and the children of that nation. As one moves about Vietnan.
from the DMZ to the depth of the Delta, one cannot eseape the con-
tinuing plight of these war victims. In every city. in every provineial
town and village, one sees, today, small groups ol children moving
about in groups, struggling to be free. to laugh and to play—to be
carefree as children have a vight to be. but sirngeling also to survive.
The clothing they wear is threadbare; i many ingtances the chilelren
are naked. Some go unwashed: many arve without shoes. Many if not
all are deprived the basic essentials for healthy growth and develop-
ment by any standards. As one observer described it, despite the
gradual process of animalization. in their process to maintain a
semblance of dignity, they are beautiful human beings. These are
the children in Saigon and Danang and the urban centers of Vietnam.
They have come to the urban centers with their mothers, many of
whom have had to tarn to prostitution and foreed the children into the
streets to fend for theiv own...

- family life, as defined by Vietnamese standards is nonexistent
{ur these children and their parveats. Children, most of the children
it Vietnam, have been amongst the most tragie vietims of the Viet-
L Awvar.,.,,

-.sThere are reports and one easily observes gangs of wandering
youth in Saigon and other eities juvenile delingeney is and will
continue to plague the cities and towns of Vietnam, and destrov the
valuable human potential of so many of the delinguents as long as
basic human needs are neglected, as long as opportunities are denied
for meaningful participation in the social and material productivity
of the country. The mushrooming of bars, “bar girls,” and prostitutes,
the strips of bars and cafes that developed outside military areas in
all parts of the country—all of this cannot help but have left scars on
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the fubrie of Vietnamese family life.

One of the most dramatie developme:ts in Vietnam and one that
harbors almost unlimited potential for corious social dizrapiion 13
the unattended, unplanned inerease in urbanism. One necd onlxy
reeall that the Ssigon/Cholon arca in 1954 had less than Hoponi
people. Tt now lus an estimated population of more than two
million. To a lesser degree but exhibiting the same growth el
ave the areas surrounding TTue, Danang, (i Nhon, Vunge Tam. avd
others, Vietnam is experiencing the same inevitable development
facing all nations of the world—the inereasing fiow of raral peonle
into metropolitan areas seeking seonomie opportunities and higher
standards of living. T do not share the view of some that this frend
will be reversed now that the war 3a officinltv ended and that mess »ew
urban dwellers will refurn to the land. This infiux has crearsd n
host of problems in housing. water supply, sewage and anvhage A3z
posal, trafiic congestion, and fire hazards., Tnereases in family -
organization in health problems, in delinquency and in erime. are
come of the indices of personal trngedv. of social systems failure, of
rapid wrbanization. They are the phenomena that gmaw as and
sorionsly wealken 1f not destrov the sorial fabrie of any nation.

nyts

(Hearings on War Victims in South Vietnam, PP






