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SLIDE 

DATE 

like this {refugee ,famp in Quang Ngai. Each tent 
holds about 100 p4ople, or one hamlet. 

SOURCE: AFSC, International Service Division, David Perry. CAPTION: 
Quang Ngai Refugee Camps, February 1973 

TEXT 

The refugee camp shown lies not far from Quang Ngai City, where the AFSC 
medical center is located. Staff from the center visited it often. They 
reported to NARMIC that the people are crowded into large tents, each of 
which holds the entire population of one hamlet, averaging about 100 people. 
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Quang Ngai has long been 
the target of intense 

.- pacification efforts 
(see p. 57 top). This 
U.S. Army photo shows: 

"A search and destroy 
mission ••• in the vil­
lages and hamlets 
around the Duc Pho 
area, Quang Ngai 
province, 320 miles 
northeast of Saigon. 
Two Viet Cong sus­
pects walk into the 
village with their 
hands in the air after 
being captured by mem­
bers of Co. B.1f 

4-9 September 1967 

US ARMY PHOTO 



Frances Fitzgerald, author of Fire in the Lake, visited this camp and others 
in Quang Ngai province. She reported: 

CAMBRIDGE, rvlass.-Not far from 
()u<lng Ngai Cit~' thf' Muc Tien refugee 
('amp lie'::; 011 ~ sandspit on a rivl~r. 

SPIl1(' ~O.OOO people live in the con· 
gr'ri'.·::; o[ tents and tin-roofed shacks, 
e~l("h tl'~lt .sheltering t('11 or more famj· 
Ii""'. and ('arh family with lInly the 
.... pd\·e for :\ hed and a bundle of Iw-
1(.n~lngs. 

In April the Ileat is intrnsl'. and 
I iw nn'('zcs that hring .some relief 
:,',\"lTP up sand and lodge it in cooking 
p(l\~. clothing and childrens' runny 
~l()."(';: Slili, ('\"('n the heal of tile dry 
."l'il.'>():1 is preferable 1.0 th0 floods of 
1 he mons(Jon, Since last November lhe 
\tl1l'riC;.1!b at regional hcadquarlcrs 

11:11'(' bC(~l\ pLmt1ing to imprO\'c ramp 
('(i[ldiiinns, bur owing to the u.",ual 
Illm'au("rotw ti('IJYs ,md the u:,.ual cor­
r:lpll{.lIl. thl' ,';ll11p has remained much 
.~..; it W~l!> <i ... ·('af ago, The tents are 
(i"()t\."l.kd ,lit da:..' long. Bands of chil­
d;'l'n run cllH1 shrirK in the alleyway::; 
\\ hill, til(' \\ ()Illen and old people 
·,imp! ... ; ~i[ and slure out through the 
]'j,]rDr'd wire', I'PI' there b nothing to 
(;{'. ,Job.,> :Hl' :-.carn'. and there /:-> no 
land 10 l·uill\·;tte, Peopie !:>imply siL 
,ll,d ~\',HL for thl' occasIOnal hand-oul 
(If rice, ~ait ilnd cooking oil. 

Ld1 If' thl'tn,c.;e\vcs, they w()lild lca\'c 
~:" ,';,11111 and w,l1k thr (rn or fifteen 
\-i\I1]lwt,'rs III tlil' . ...:ilC· Ilr lbeir olt! 
\ 1!1.I~CS, Bu! the S:ltgoll authoriti1.':"': 
~'. dl nil! 1('1 (h('111 sinn' tlle:v' come from 
,In ;J1'C(t no! full.v l"o!llrollcd hy tile 
rh!!'u liU\"{'rllllH.'llt TIl\" polin' ilild 
\ 11Iagc offici,i:" regard [Ill' prupk witli 
,<;OIlH' :'illspicion, bclic\'ing them 10 he 
"d;tngcrous cirmcnts" Of "VC sym­
pathizers." They may lw right, for the 
ca.mp. as it h<1ppcns, contains the 
peopic (If Slln My village and the 
s\Jr\'i\ol"<-; or the My Lai maSS(lct"('. 

'\(TPrdlng, ((l ilfl1{"[,d 11.~I.;n~s !·Wi·,· 

,Iff-' I'urr:'llliv ',(IIll(' {i.)(}.{H)!l ~'('{)jlir 1;1 

till' Slluth Vi."tn~lln~·.<.,l' n'fu;..:\'(' ('<lnl))" 

Til(' pn'k:'~I,(j ,11m of Illi' :',;:"\;)11 \d 

miillstt';l:inn-l,l lin\.' ,.,i,I' I!C, work 
c(hil-h [0 I'ill j[.')('lf rlf tile.,{' \"·I·[1;,rl.: 

CUSl'S ant! l"C'o.;('ttll' all thc' rdugcl'S hc­
fOri.' {hv end of li)(' Vl·,:t· Hut :\Jll(.'I'IC.l!l 

official--. "ay that [']1(' L;<.;k (",1l1i1(11. 1)<-' 
t:ompif'tetl ,ill("[' [il(' Thl('u rq;inw 
l-'Wpp,'rtl'd hv 1he L'lllll'd SLUes) will 
n,)1. II' :1 c{In ji('lp II, P['l"llIl[ lilll,,1 

rdu:,:n'''' who com:' [Iflli] P.]{.(j d'n'­
'1."1(111;\1 l{c\(llutJun:lr.\ l.;,~·.('I"i:~l,('[lilllr 

('onLl':-,u't! an',I:> jn n'lul"l1 II) l!lei!' h!l(ll(' 

Yillages .. The "( .~. :iiHI I Ii{' ~',llg\lll 

rcginw hav(' {l11li',' pi;rll'> fur \h!.'~;(' 

people who Jl1ak(' up :1 ~Ignirll'<lill 
pronortiOl1 of 1il(' clmp p('pula:i(111. bu: 
none of them :'cems likely If! ~\I,."((·\·d 
rut" tho:,(' pc!)pk '.\"1Ir, come' Irfli1l ;Ir!.·;\'" 

conc('drd to the P.R.G bU( 11 :\'. 11';(' 
northern Lh:rd of QUDn~ Tri I'j"{:' :11: ,'1. 

SUigOll rr()!l()"l'~ I.() ....:t:'d[l! 

fill lJ:1d:'\ ('1<1)""('.1 

n"",,' " 1I1~1.~"" 
it {";'l] mlii-

t (j rl;~ (( lI'::"' ; 

in j ht" ;"i~.:. '\'.' .. .-: j." (;()\ c':'" 
mcnL h:·);., pro"'('d l:l("di'd )Il' "'I'!:i!illiIig 
f!~' il1lpiL'llWllilll;! :,L:;;' 0n:I("" I," 
:>ali:"lilCll()i: (\f i" ':I :Ii"'';'' :"\~' [,\.,.: ;]11(: 

p("opk \\.illi[l:~ :0 :1~):I:ld()1l ;01: hf:pC (I]' 

returning horn( IiI;' '('~";:kli;f'll: oj 
11Undrl'ti." of lli'.1l;S,lIHL.., f;1 pr,)i"~;ii" 
r..{lIt"tant pCl.'rl~' v,"ftlrld ,)ff('t' I"'r(~j,!(,ll"'; 
,J .( lW'.'. ,,:'(k:" I,; :~l:I~:l"Iilll(:'- .\' 

" iI', ",'!,' i:. ," 
'.(.'1"1 r~,:lila!y ,·pi)[·,d· q 

h~.I: : .. 1 iJi~l, :1"'.\ (111i i···· 
II:d 01,1':-,. and (,h!:;':II.''; \i' [){'('i~;' 

:n:lld ("OIH"('I'tr.I'~li :'1, i;" 

11),/' tile pitt Stred, ~:" .! :::1[, 

tl',\' guns OL ll1,' (Ji 

,,;)' 

'1:' 

(Frances Fitzgerald, "How it is Now With the People of My Lai,tf 
New York Times, 5/4/73, p. 37) 

A brief review of Quang Ngai province is given in Note 40. The conditions of 
refugees in camps in Quang Ngai are typical of camps allover South Vietnam. 
See Notes 42 and 114-15. 

42 
Filmstrip 34 

The U.S. Senate Subcommittee on Refugees 
reports that after the Peace Agreement the 
number of people driven each day from their homes 
doubled. Since the war began, over half the 
people of South Vietnam have been made refugees. 
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SLIDE 

SOURCE: U.S. Army Photo CC 45835. CAPTION: SAIGON, REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM. 
Vietnamese civilians evacuate their homes as members of Co A, 30th Ranger 
Bn, move in on the Viet Cong terrorists during the Lunar New Year holidays. 
Photo by SP5 James Newlin, 22lst Sig Co (Pic) 3l January 1968 

TEXT 

I1By official count, some 213,400 new refugees were generated during the 
first 3 weeks of the cease-fire. This is a daily average of more than 
10,000 -- twice the daily average during the 1972 North Vietnamese offensive." 

(Senator Edward KennedY presenting a report of the Subcommittee on 
Refugees, Congressional Record, 2/28/73, p. S 3608) 

Wells Klein, a member of the Kennedy Study Mission to South Vietnam in 
March 1973, reported to the Subcommittee on Refugees the following statistics: 

JI'eill.tlI'l'8: ~lll'('ly the 111O::;{- p]Hlilt'ill,!! lp:,!:,\(,,v of tilt' Y'('ll!:llll ',';<It' 

"'il~ 1\(· il~ l'lllilulntin' impact 011 tlH' lin's and tlj(· ~()('jilJ stt'1:dllJ'(' of 
tll(· Il,'ople of ~Ollth Yi('il1Hlll. ();(,l' half of SOHth Yil'tll:lln'~3 
('f:.tilll:ltl,d populatioll of I':'; JIlillioll lH~O])h' lw,\'e I;ePll fO},l';:ll to ~JlO\'C 
ns rl'i'tt,rl'l':-i, Oftl'll IlWllY tilllcs on'!'. sill('e- the ,"val' ('scaht,·d ill htr 
1~)(-a :111<1 earlY HHi;}. _\8 tnLJil' I ill(li('ates. tIl(' cumulation' totul or 
1'l,rll~l'l'8 ~ill{,(, 196-1--(1,) Heny stands at 1 o~:H-in,700, 

TABLE I. STATISTICAL SUMMARY OF REFUGEE AND WAR VICTIM MOVEMENT IN SOUT:I VIETNA:I,', 19Ss-n 

------------------------------ -----
1. Newly registered refugees, by official GVr>I,USAID cou~l: 

lS€:'_ 
IS56 _ 
1967 _ 
1968 _ , 
19S9 _ 
]9 7" - - - - . - - - - - - -- --, ., - - - - - - - -,­
Re~''ile;ed in 1970, but generated e.lr\ier 

mL __ . __ .. ____ _ 
1973 (3S of July 1st) 

Total.. _ 

772, :001 
!i"Jr.,li,j:) 
~6.~, <)(jD 
4,', CUD 
~SU OO~ 
l?,;!,1)1)0 
281.IJOO 
136, 00'J 

L 320. 0(10 
711 i;0 

2. Ca'Tlt]J(jian repatriate.;, ethnic VI"\nalTlese ex,.elled /rorn Cdrnbodla in 1970_ _ _ _. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2;0, DOi.] 
3. Es,lrna!ed casualty and damage cl31lnalliS, Indunlllg :olne 1 1'111111011 temporMlly displaced d,-,(in~ T", ~"J 

May19E8oHensiltes.. ________ ,_ ___________ __ _ ______ _______ _ ____ L6:"Jt.('G 
4. Displaced persons in PRG (on~r(lllp.d 8re~s oru otr.€r JI(1I~re~istp.r~d reiugeesfrom the 1972 ot:e!l';,'!€ iO,} ~,,;lJ 
5. Estl'l1a!ed nonregistered refugees, IClclurilP£ conlS 1 nnillon In Saigon Ir.ell~ioje te register a, lerURe~.i 

since i954 _______ . __ ._ ~ 0,1'J.0::: 

CU'liulative total since 1965_ _ iO, :"3. YC; 

Hnw many of thl'~(' l'l'fUg'l'P:"'; ,In' still III 1'l'fll;,!."('(' f-3tai'lts 1~ :l JIlatj-f'T' 
of ddil~itioll as wl'll :tS IlHl!l('l'i(',d COl/ilL _\t tIl(' tiDle of OllI' \·i:,it in 
~bJ'('h of this year tlll'l'l' ,,'('n' (-;;J!UiOO l'l'hu.!:<"'{'-S ofli('iallv ,wkno\y!pdi!'('(l 
to lit, jn tellipoJ'Hl'Y J'('fllg('l' sir{':-) ":itil' anoth('T' s;'\'('rnl !lll1ldn·d 
thOli~Hlld l'stilllatpci ill "out 01 ('~1I11t>" sitllntiolls, ... \s tabl!' I j I (10('1[­
llH'llt:-:, Il{'al'l~' hnlf a millioll !'(,fng(''-':-:-I Hre still in olricially idl'lltiljf>d 
C:IIi)P locatiolls. 

_\~ nhy«ys. rlH' lllO:--;t H(,{,IlJ';1tt' llJd{'x qf ('onditiolls ill t1w ('ounl')"\'­
Hid('. of th;, h'H'l oj' ('onflict <lnd yioh'Il(,(,. lS the Bilm!Jt'J' of l'pfU!:l,'\'3 
fkl·il~!! tll(, ('Olll1tl'Ysid{' ,ll;d tIl(' 11111111)(,1' of civilian \\-ar 1':\.':'lultips 
lillin,;':: ]i()~:pltHl w;;nb, By this nU'nfilll'('. the daily aY(,l':L~.':'\' 01' lll'\\­

l'dl:!!I'('~ dlll"lll!! tLp :'<hHLY mlssjoH~8 \~isit~sollle f,.01HJ :l \l:l\.~ 
l'(,si';nl,ll'~ the' 1('.\,('] of \'ioll'lj('(l d!lring 1:1st year·s ofi'Pllsin'... . 
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T.II.BLE 1]1: VIETNAM REFUGEES IN IDENTIFIED LOCATIONS-STATUS ON JUNE 14, 1973 

Mr. I: 
Thua Tillen (Including Hue) 
QlJ311g NalTI_. _______ .... _ .. 
Quang TIIl __ _ 
Quang NgaL. 
Danang __ • ___ ._ .• __ 

Mr. 11: 
Sinh Dinh._ 
Oarlac._ 
KontlJm __ .. 
Plelku_. __ 
Khanh Hoa (indUlhng Nha Trang) __ 
Phu Yen__ _ ______ • _____ _ 

Total. __ . ___ . ____________ _ 

47,400 
11, 000 
1&,500 
44,100 

239,200 

360, 200 

80,400 
3,100 

12,000 
6,600 

o 
4,300 

Hi6, 400 

Mr. I!!: 
Phuoc long .. __ 
long Khanh __ 
Bien Hoa_. 
Sinh Duong .. __ 
Sinh Long _____ . __ ... ______________ . 

TotaL __ _ 

~r.IV: 
Chau Doc. 

TotaL ______________ . ____ . ____ _ 

\200 
4,400 

400 
35, &00 

200 

46,000 

8,4CO 

521,000 

Note.-This Chart shows provinces where reflJgees have been accolJnted for in identified locations, which is not neces­
sarily where they were generated. 

(Hearings on War Victims in South Vietnam, 
pp. 8-9; emphasis added) 

In February 1973, former Marine sergeant John Naveau went to Vietnam as 
an employee of Lear Siegler Inc. (See Note 26.) He visited a refugee 
camp near Saigon and described it in an interview with Winter Soldier 
upon his return in August 1973: 

I wouldn't call those camps "refugee" camps. I would call them 
camps for committing genocide. I visited a camp near Bear Cat, 
just outside Saigon. There were 28,000 people crammed into this 
barbed wire trap, which had no shade or trees or any kind of vege­
tation. This means being directly exposed to the sun in 100 degree 
weather. There was no running water there for these people. The 
Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) would truck in water in 
rusty 50 gallon drums which would be half empty. Plus, the people 
only get 5 piastres a day for food, not enough to even buy rice 
for two meals. It was incredible, considering that American tax 
money paid for these camps. I'm not that young and I can remember 
the concentration camps of Nazi Germany. 

I discovered that an average of 20 people a day die at this camp from 
starvation and thirst. These are the people Thieu is supposedly 
saving from the "communist" blood-bath. I was really shocked to find 
an 8 year old girl who had starved to death in one of the huts. She 
had been lying there for hours because no one knew what to do. It's 
almost become normal at these camps to find dead people lying around. 
And I think, "Jesus Christ, the American people are paying for this 
but they think they're not involved." 

On top of these problems, the people at the camps face two other 
dangers. If they try to return to their farms, they are afraid of 
being blown to bits from all the left-over ordnance that we dropped 
there. I saw a couple of Vietnamese who had been snuffed by unex­
ploded mines or bombs when they tried to plow their rice fields. 
Plus, the kids here don't know what mines look like and start playing 
around with them only to go up in smoke. 

For other descriptions of conditions in refugee and resettlement 
camps, see Notes 41 and 114-115. 
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Not all of the people displaced by bombing and shelling have moved to 
refugee camps. The total number of 521,000 refugees as of June 14, 1973 
reported by the Senate Subcommittee on Refugees reflects only those in 
"identified locations" where refugees have registered and are receiving 
government assistance. As Wells Klein, of the Kennedy Study Mission to 
South Vietnam, explained, "many other thousands of refugees remain in com­
pletely dependent status though their entitlement to benefits has expired 
and they are no longer reflected in refugee statistics. To put the case 
bluntly, refugee statistics bear little relationsh;p to who has been dis­
placed by the war or to what portion of the population is economically in­
dependent and viable •••• 

"In many parts of the country, ••• the population has been totally displaced 
and strung out along the roads for physical security from both sides. This 
dislocation of population far exceeds anything reflected in any refugee 
statistics." (Hearings on War Victims in South Vietnam, p. 19-20) 

Part of the discrepancy between actual numbers of refugees and GVN statistics 
comes from "resettlement" operations involving little more than changing the 
name of refugee camps or forced movement to new camps. (See Notes 114 - 115.) 

Many other refugees never entered camps, but fled to the cities. Dr. 
James R. Dumpson, Dean of the School of Social Service at Fordham Univer­
sity and a member of the Kennedy Study Mission to South Vietnam, described 
their plight as follows: 

!-IowC',ver governmcnts may drfine ",val' victims'~ or '"\Yar caslInltic's." 
in my jndgment thos(~ terms must include the great majority of 
cidlians and thp childrcn of that natlon. ":\.$ one mO\"es about Yietn;ll!l. 
from the D3fZ to the depth of the Delta, one cannol escape tlw ('on­
hnuing plight of these wal' YictJms. In eYcr)' city. in (-'\"pry pl'o\'illcial 
tm\"1l and yillagc, olle Sl'l'S~ today~ small groups 01 ('l1ildl'l'1l mOYlng 
about in gronps. struggling to be free, to laugh nnd to play-to he 
carefree as children han~ a right to be. but stl'll,!:!:glillg a]::;:;o to s1I1Tln'. 
The clothing the,\' wpal' is thn'adhal'e; in many instanc('s tIl(' childn'll 
arc Huke-d. Some go mnyftshed: many al'(~ without. shops. :\Inny if !;qt 
H 11 nfl' depl'in·.d the basic C'sscntials for healthy growth and tl('y('l(Jp­
mcnt by any st:lllrlurds .... \s one OhSPITPI' descrlbed it, despit(, thl' 
grudllul process of animalizatioll. in thplr pro('('ss to m}llntain a 
sC'mblftllcc of dignity, thp~· arc beautiful human beings. ThC'se art:' 
the children in Saigoll and Danallg and the urban cpntf'l'S of \,'ictnalll. 
The\" haye come to tlw ul'han CPlltf'I'S with tllp}r mothprs. man," of 
who'lll have had to turll to prostitution and fol'c(>u the: childrcll into tile 
strpets to fpnd for thei l" O\VJl ••• 

... Family lift'. its dl'fil!('d b\' Yietllamese, standal'ds is llonexi.,1:ent 
f\;l tIlt's\..' children awl their p'{l'l'ais. Children, most of the children 
ill Yietllanl, h<l\"e l){'('n amongst the most tragie yidirns of the Viet­
J;,t!j! ,\"tu· ... 

. .• There are reports and one easily observes gangs of wand,:·rin!! 
youth in Saigon and nthpr eities juv('nile delinq(,l1cy is and will 
continue to plague the rities and to\vns of Vietnam. and destro,,- thp 
valuable human 'potential of so ma,ny of the delinquents as IO"1l~ as 
basic human needs are ncg:lectcd, fiS long as opportunities are dpnif'(l 
for meaningful participntion in thp, socia.} and mat.rl"iaI product1.Yi1.y 
of the country. The mushrooming of ba.rs, "bar girls)" and prostit'ltf'~. 
the strips of bars and cafes that developed outside military aTPUf' in 
all parts of the country-all of this cannot help but hayc left scars on 
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tlH' i'al)!'ic of Virtnnml's('. family lif0. 

One of the most dramatl(' clr:vt'lopmc'.l1ts in Vietllflln flH(l nTlf' t)l~lt 

harbors almost. llnlimit('d potential for 8e1'10118 social di~:rnpt~n:1 1-..: 

thp 11ll1lU{,lldl'd. llllplnllHf'd increase in urhanism. On(' np.cd (llll.," 

n'ca.ll thnt the S~ligOll,/(,ho1()1l :l1·('ft in lH:-14· ;uul l('s:<' than ;'1)1),11;)11 

p('ople. It 1I0W has nn estimnt.{',(l roplllat.ion of ]non' tha.ll t1':n 

million. To a l<,-ssPl' C1P~!t'P('. but ('xhil)it.illg tIlC'. same ~!"rmvth eln-'r"l·'-. 

fll'(~ t.lw nrl'as SIIT'l'ollll<ling ITw',. l>nll:mg. Qui :\"11011. Vnn!! Tft!l. ,'ril 

oth~'l"s, Vict.llflm is C'xprrieneing the sa.me ilw\,ltahlr, (h'v(',loT1lflr'lJt 

facln;:2." all llntiolls of the WOl'l(l-tl}(', in(,J·(,fI! ... ;ill.~! tio\\' of 1'1lra1 pl"rll,l!, 

into lnpt.l'orolit.an nrens sppking ('conomic oppol't.nniti('s rmd ld!:'!"llf'J' 

standfll'(ls of living. 1 do not. Sh~H'('. the vi('w of somp thnt t.his trr:'!)t1 

will hl' T'("l(,l'S{'d n~w tlwt thr war is oAkiallv ('ndp{1111Hl thf!t. mo.":- 1'('\\­

ul'ban dw('l1el's will r('tnT'Il to t.he lrlTlcl. This influx hflS cT'Pflr·<·,l ,'\ 

ho~t. of prollh'ms in honsinl!. wnt('T' snppl.v, SPWHf.!f': and :~,,,,'hfl..(!.(' di . .;;­

posal, traffic ('ongcstion. ano. fire hfl.7.f1T'fl~. Incl'eas('s ill fomily [1;;.:­

organ]7.ation in 11Palth prohlems, in rlelin<]11(,'1('~r f1nrl in crim(' . .'tl'P 

80nw of the 1110.1('('s of lWl'SOl,f\ 1 trng'(',dv. of s()('i:1.1 systems rn11u1"f', (d' 

r~pld 11rhflHlzntion. Th('y Hre the phr'nnmpna thflt gnllw ai. [1]](1 

srT'ionsly w('nken if not <kstT'oy tlw sorinl f~lhl'i(' of an:v ll[lt~on. 

(Hearings on War Victims in South Vietnam, pp. 16-18) 




