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HOA I TAt" SOUTH V I ETI'A .. . -- AFTER A YEAR AS REFUGEES, THE 

PEOPLE OF THI S DEVASTATED CE,-JTRAL V I E T ,~A,/' V ILLAGE RETURNED HO,.!E 

RECENT LY UNDER GOVER,lAEtJT PRODO I rJG . BUT .~O" THEY 'I I SH THEY HAO 

STAYED I ,~ THE I R SAFE I F SQUALI D REFUGEE CAP. 

FOO THEY HAVE I~O FOOD, NO SElDS TO PLA,H THEI R CROPS , O,JL Y 

THE FLI ,AS I EST THATCH HUTS FOR SHELTER , A,JO THEY ARE CONSTA,HLY 

CAUGHT I N THE CROSSF I RE BET'./tEN G OVER I ~ENT AolD CO, t WN I ST TROOPS 

EACH EIJCA"IPED OIJLY A FL, HUlJORED YAKDS A.IAY . 

" THE GOVER,J'AE, T TOLD US TO Co..iE dACK AI~O P;-{O;, I SED US 

EVERYTH I NG -- RI CE , FEP.TIL I ZER , I-!OUSES , SCHOOLS -. BUT THAT "AS 

ALL TAL K," SA I L DANG TUC, A IIZE,\lED 60 - YEAR - OLD FAR "lER 1,1 A 

A.;. 1/. ~ . 

TATTERED BL ACK SH IRT AND OLI VE- DRAB AR,AY U,\jDERSHORTS. " OUR OFF I C I ALS 

ARE CO~IARDS , H I D I ,'G Jr~THE SOLD I ERS · OUTPOSTS AID EAT I IJG THE R I CE 

THEY ARE SUPPOSED TO GI VE TO US ." 

tiR . TUC ' S PRObLE;A I S O,JE FACED BY So.,E 1)0,000 REFUGEES HEP.E I ;~ 

SI NH D I ~~H PROV I ;~CE , oIHO IERE S iEP T OUT OF THE I R HOi.IES DUR I NG FIE 

CQ,.I:.IU, I I STS ' B I G OFFENS I VE LAST SPR I JG AIJD THE SOUTH V l ET A'.IESE 

AR"IY ' S DR I VE DUR I NG THE SU"I"IER TO TRY TO RETAKE THE NOR THERN dALF 

OF THE PR OV I I~CE . 

BECAUSE NE I THER S I DE HAS t.\AtJAGED TO GA I N CLEAR COIJTROL OVER 

THE rJOR THER J DI STR I CTS OF B I NH DI NH SOUTH VI ET IA,A ' S ~OST 

PCPULOUS A,D LO ,JG ONE OF ITS ~.WS T HEAV I LY CO,A/AUIJ I ST 

PROV I ,'JCES -- AL,.,OST NONE OF THE RE FUGEES HAD VE,HURED BACK U,oJTIL 

A FE ,l ~EEKS AGO. NOl AaOUT 40 , 000 OF THEA HAVE BEEN TAKEN GY 



-ARMY TRUCKS mo..: THE CRO,/JEt) REFUGEE CAIAPS OUTSltJE QU I NHO,J I " 

THE SOUTHER,~ PART OF THE PROV I j,CE Ao-JL) wROPPED ALONG ROUTE 1 

EAR THEIR OLD VILLAGES . 

SA IGJr, ' S OdJECT IVES I ,J THIS ,,,OVE , ACCORu l liG TO UNITED 

STATES AiJD VI ETNA,vlESE OFF IGI ALS HERE , ARE TO REDUCE THE dURDEiJ 

OF FEED I NG SO "lANY PEOP LE Al'lO TO REPOPU L ATE THE AREA SO THAT THE 

GOVER -I.IENT ,/I LL CONTROL THE "IAJOR I TY OF VOTES I I~ ANY FUTURE 

ELECT I ON. 

GUT AT THE SA .IE TI ,E I T APPEARS THAT THE GOVERIJ~AENT I S 

AL l ENA T I IJG M A i~ Y OF THE REFUGEES BY COERC I ,JG THE..1 I ~JTO ~.IOV I rJG MJJ 

FA ILI ,JG TO PROV I DE EVLJ THE t.tOST t.U:::'AEI~TARY REL I EF 

SUPPLI ES A,JD SECUR I TY ••• 

THERE I S I,OTH I JG L EFT OF THE OR I GI 'JA L HOA I TA', V ILLAGE , ,Oi IiCH 

,lAS "i l u"AY BET,IEE,J ROUTE 1 A,JD A JUNGL E- COVERED R l OGE OF THE 

MJ\JA,I ITE MOUIJTtdNS A FEW t·.1 IL ES TO THE .lEST . A NEW V ILLAGE 

EL Ei.lEIJTAR Y SCHOOL HAS BEEN OPENED I iJ A TEI~T, BUT I T I S STAFFED 

BY T,/O V OL UNTEER bUODH I ST .. to,JKS FRO," SA l GON RATHE:R THAIJ ElY 

THE GOVERI';,,\ENT TEACHERS dHO APPARL,JT LY ,IERE TOO AFRA I D TO REPORT 

FOR DUTY HERE. 

THE V ILLAGERS SEEi.l TO CARE LI TTLE FOR E I THER THE ('O·A,1Ui'lSTS 

ffi THE GOVER .... 1ENT, FEAR I r\C THE:. FORr.lER A,JD DETEST I NG THE LATTEr, . 

A FOR"IER V ILLAGE POLI CEMAiJ , FOR EXAt,IP LE, tlHO ,'lAS CAPTURED 

tlY THE CO"I:.IUI~ I STS LAST SPR I ,JG AI-ll MADE TO HELP BU ILD ROADS I IJ THE 

JUNGLE, liAS HAPPY TO BE RE LEASED TWO .IEEKS AGO I N AN EXCHANGE OF 

CI V ILI AIJ PR I SONERS . BUT THE POL I CE,JAN , THANH QUAt, LAN, I S QU I ETLY 

FURIOJS 11TH THE NAY THE GOVERIJ.1ENT HAS TREATED H I M SI NCE HI S 

RETURN. 

HE HA S RECE I VEO IJO "lED I CA L CARE FOR THE ~.iALAR I A HE CONTRACTED 

IN PR I SOiJ, HE HAS BEEI, U,JA",L E TO OBTAIIJ ANY OF H I S BACK PAY, 

AiJD H I S FA,1. ILY HAS GO TTEIJ , OTH I iJG "lORE THAN A FEY! SHEETS OF T I rJ 

ROOFII,G AiJD A 3L AI.KET AS RELI EF SUPP LI ES ••• 
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