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Recent letters and memos from Vietnam Veterans
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The above photo was sent to me by Keith Trammell, one of the TOs of the ASTA Platoon when it arrived in
Vietnam in October 1965. The picture would have to have been taken in the latter half of March 1966 because
John Bussey (third from right in the back row) arrived at that time and | did not arrive until the first week in April
1966. Keith was not certain of the proper spelling of all the names, so I've included the alternate spellings in
parenthesis. Their functions appear in square brackets [ ]| There are eight men standing and thiteen men
kneeling. Not all of the men kneeling are identified.

Standing, left to right: Hosley {or Horsley) [unknown]; Ernie Salazar [crew chief]; Nelson Hopcus [SLAR TOJ; Ed
Barr [crew chief]; Don Miels [SLAR TO]J; John Bussey [IR TO]; Bob Chandler [photo technician]; Darby (or Darcy}
[photo technician].

Kneeling, left to right: Richard Amerault [platoon sergeant]; Howard Keller [pilot]; unknown behind Keller; Bill Cyrus
ipilot]l; unknown behind Cyrus; Robert Borer [pilot]; Gene Stocker, behind Borer [pilot]; Keith Trammell (maybe)

[SLAR TO]; MAJ Goff [pilot, platoon commander]; two unknowns behind MAJ Goff; Fritz [IR TOJ; Vic Marlowe
[SLAR TQ].
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Mike Scully (page 231)

I made contact with Mike via a web site
for the 1st Aviation Battalion on 28 July

2001.

| later met Mike in Clearwater, Florida in :
February 2002. . b

M‘
'D‘

-
L e '

From Mike Scully - 29 July 2001 !
Tom -

| was reading a Feb. 2000 e-mail from Primo regarding his visit to Phu Loi in July '99. He mentioned finding the
ARVN base but not Phu Loi base. His guide told him it had been dismantled. It was there in '96 but may have been
dismantled sometime after my visit or his guide didn't take him further up the road to the site of the US base. | too
was confused on my visit. | thought the old ARVN base was Phu Loi base until | went further up the road and the
everything fell into place. | tried sending an e-mail to Primo to clarify this point but it bounced back. | must have an
old address. If you reach him ask him about the existence of Phu Loi base in '99. A part Di An base was still there
but Phuc Vinh and Lai Khe had been dismantied. During the bad years, in the late '70's, they used or sold off for
scrap almost everything we left behind. Even broke up the concrete hootch pads to sell the rebar. They needed
money but also wanted to erase our presence. Some jeeps were just beginning to show up in private hands when |
was last there. | had three friends with M151 jeeps. What a treat to cruise through Saigon or around the
countryside in a jeep. Sure brought back the memories.

Just north of cur old base is an old ARVN VC P.O.W. camp that the commies have turned into a shrine to their
fallen. Do you remember the old ARVN cemetenes that dotted the landscape? The commies eradicated them and
in their place are shrines to the liberation. The old statue of the ARVN Soldier in the Square near the Rex Hotel in
HCMC {aka Saigon) has been replaced by Uncle Ho. And right in front of the old guy, capitalism is practiced daily
by the southemers who still call the city Saigon.

I made 10 trips from '96 to '99 and always on my own. | do have western friends working there, although most have
moved on, after the first rush to get the business of 70 million people ran into the inflexible policies of the
Northerners. It is a shame. The Viets are basically good people who become tremendous successes here in the
States, but can't get a leg up in VN with the present day rulers.

if you go, | would suggest going alone. Alone, you are much more approachable and you will have many more
rewarding experiences with the people. The people love Americans. And if they pester you too much, tell them you
are Lien So {Soviet or Russian). They will ieave you alone because the Russians are cheap charlies and they hate
them. { have a buddy that does Viet tours if you're interested in that. He can get you into areas that would be tough
on your own. | have traveled the Delta, the highlands around Da Lat and the central coast from Vung Tau to Phan
Thiet, Nha Trang and DaNang. No real probiems. But, | have had to fight off at least one attack on every trip to
Saigon. Mostly mafia kids testing themselves. Remember the saying ...\WWe own the day and Charlie owns the night.
Well, in Saigon today, it's the Mafia that owns the night. It can be dangerous at night if you are in the wrong place
and don't have your street radar on. But, by all means GO. The years will peel away and you will feel 19 again.
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My 10th visit in "99 was my last because there just wasn't any biz ops for the littie guy. | now spend all my free time
in Thailand. The living is easy, westem conveniences when you want them and the girls are the best. I've even got
a couple that no longer charge me. But that is not really such a good idea because in the long run "free sex” is the
most expensive of all:-). I'm returning to Bangkok in mid September and staying thru New Years. I'm working on a
plan to work part time in the States and live in Thailtand 6 months of the year until a littte money comes my way and
then t out of here for good. I'm going to die in Asia with something young and brown next to me.

Jeez, I've really rambled here. Sorry.

C ya, Mike



TWENTY KLICKS UP THIRTEEN Page A-5

Appendix A - AFTERMATH: Recent letters and memos from Vietnam Veterans

Ron Adolph {page 225)

I made contact with Ron via a web site for the 1st : }
Aviation Battalion on 29 July 2001 and sent the
following shortly after that:

So, how the hell have you been?! When you left the
Army, did you grab your surfboard and head for
Huntington Beach or the North Shore of Oahu, or did ' |
you surprise us all and get into law enforcement or
become a judge? | have a vision of some frightened
teenager standing in front of His Honor, Renald
Adolph, waiting for the hammer to falll | think you
left Vietnam before | did, didn't you? | remember you
lived in Fresno. Did you go back there to stay?

Ron'’s response from 3 August 2001:

As to what | have been up to. It is interesting that you should mention Law Enforcement... In 1870, after going to
college cn the Gl Bill long enough to get my Junicr College degree and spending another year at Fresno State, |
saw an ad in the San Francisco Chronicle that changed my life forever. | went up and took the test for the San
Francisco Police Department and became a San Francisco Police Officer, where | stayed until my wife talked me
into moving back into the Fresno area in 1976. | retumed to the Fresno area and went to work as a Sheriff's Deputy
for the Fresno County Sheriffs Department. Of course, my then wife, divorced me about two years later. Fresno
County encompasses 6000 square miles, and the Sheriffs Department has about 1200 employees that provide full
service law enforcement to about 300,000 people. | promoted to Sergeant in 1980 and have had the pleasure of
supervising Burglary, Vice/Intelligence, Gang, Training and Patrol Units throughout the Department. | have had a
terrific career, and | too, will be retiring from Law Enforcement in the early part of 2002. | live out in the country,
equidistant between the two smali towns of Sanger and Reedley, about 20 miles east of Fresno near the Sierra
Nevada foothills. We have a small fifth wheel that we are going to trade for a larger one, and we hope to do some
traveling. | say we, as | am re-mamed, this time nearly 20 years, to a terrific fady, and we have a son, Joey, who is
the great joy of my life.

t will send you the photographs sometime next week. | fear some are not very good. But, you are welcome to use
which ever you like. As far as going back over there. t don't think so. | really weould prefer to leave all of that
behind me. 1did go to "The Wall" and get pencil rubbings of several of my friends who left their souls over there.
That was tough enough.

Anyway, stay in touch. | have enjoyed heanng from you.

Ron Adolph



TWENTY KLICKS UP THIRTEEN Page A-6

Appendix A - AFTERMATH: Recent letters and memos from Vietnam Veterans

Primo Funari (page 230)

I made contact with Primo via a
web site for the 1st Aviation
Battalion on 29 July 2001. He
replied to my inquiry on 5 August
2001 and gave me his phone
number in Lithopclis, Ohio, about
15 miles from my home. | called
him a made arrangements to ‘ I
meet with him.

On 25 August 2001, | met and talked with Primo for four and a half hours. Time seemed to stand still; | was
amazed that we had talked that long! The information and enthusiasm | sensed from Mike Scully and from Primo
about the separate trips to Vietnam that they made in the 1680s made me recensider returning there, too.

Primo is an auctioneer for a real estate auction organization about a mile from my home in Gahanna, Ohio, a
suburb on the northeastern edge of Columbus. After meeting at a restaurant on the south edge of Gahanna, we
moved to a conference room in his office on the north side of Gahanna. He told me that, after leaving the Army in
1969, he went to college at Kent State University, was on the campus at the time of the anti-war demonstrations
and was caught up in the paranoia of the time. He was the first person arrested after a confrontation with the
O.N.G. on Saturday. He wasn't involved the burning of the ROTC building, but did watch it burn. During, the
confrontation he was stabbed and beaten with a M-14 and spent 4 days in jail, thus avoiding the May 4th incident
on Monday.

Primo gave me a wonderful book about the OV-1 MOHAWKs entitted "OV-1 MOHAWK: The Planes and the
Pecple.” There are a few photos of the MOHAWKSs of the First Infantry Division in the book including a photo of
HAWK 33 sitting on the edge of the runway at Vung Tau after it crashed in July 1966. | was the TO in HAWK 33
the night that it crashed. Listed on two of the book's pages are the names of men who died while flying the
MOHAWKSs in Vietnam. | would like to inform the reader that not one of those names is of a member of the First
Infantry Division because no one from the division's ASTA Platoon died flying that aircraft! Sure, we were a small
unit and had only four aircraft during most of the time the MOHAWKSs were assigned to the division, but | still
consider that an enviable record for an aviation unit in a combat zone!

While we talked, | told Pnmo of all the versions of the story about his ejection from one of the division's
MOHAWKs. He was the only person who ever ejected from a First Division HAWK in Vietnam and | asked if he
would

tell me what happened because | wanted to include his explanation in this photo journal. What follows is what
Pnmo can remember of that flight.

Primo cannot recall whether the aircraft was a B-model or a C-model. The pilot was MAJ Evans, a pilot that came
into the ASTA Platoon after 1 lefl. The aircraft took off around 2300 hours on a night in late September 1968.
As the aircraft became airborne and the wheels began to retract, Primo stated that he heard a lot of radio “traffic”
and, for some reason that he cannot explain, reached for the D-ring above his head and pulled the device to fire
the ejection seat. He was able to tell me that he remembers everything he saw was colored red as he left the
aircraft, punching a hole in the acrylic plastic canopy that covered the cockpit. He recalls tumbling in the air and the
ejection seat being pulled away from him as the parachute deployed and that, for some reason, he decided to
remove his heimet, then lost consciousness. The parachute slowed his speed, which at the time would have been
around 100 knots and he hit the ground a few seconds later. He recalled that the decision to remove his helmet
was a big mistake because he said his head hit what he believes was the only rock in the area. He landed between
the inner and outer barbed wires of Phu Loi's defense perimeter at the southeast end of the runway. He's certain
that he lost consciousness for a while, either as he was coming down in the parachute or after he was on the
ground. White lying on the ground, he removed his 45 pistol, flares and flare launcher frorn his survival vest. While



TWENTY KLICKS UP THIRTEEN Page A-7

Appendix A - AFTERMATH: Recent letters and memos from Vietnam Veterans

lying on the ground in what he descnbed as a nce paddy, he launched a few flares to let any rescuers know where
he was. Almost immediatety, men in the pernmeter bunkers began firing at him and he had to flatten himself to
prevent being hit. In about 10 or 15 minutes, a helicopter from one of the Phu Loi units tanded near him and a
person that he assumed was a medic ran to him and soon gave him a shot of something. He was unable to teil me
whether he walked to the chopper or was carried. He was taken to the 1st Aviation Baftalion's Aid Station for initial
evaluation and then flown to the hospital at either Saigon or Long Binh. He stated that be was quite belligerent
with those who were attending to him, at one point striking out at one of the officers. While in the helicopter dunng
the tnp to the remote hospital, he became so aggressive that the hospital medics had a straight jacket waiting for
hir, but that was never used. After leaving the remote hospital, he was flown back to Phu Loi and was restricted
to base pending investigation. That was his 1ast flight.

One story that Primo flatly denies is that he was trying to cause harm or that there was a conspiracy among the
technical cbservers to cause harm to the pilot, MAJ Evans. He does not know why that rumor gained credence
and he stated that he was, in no way, attempting to cause MAJ Evans to lcose control of the aircraft in such a
manner that would have caused MA.J Evans to crash.

| asked Primo if he had been dnnking so heavily that he was in a drunken stupor. He stated that he had been
dnnking, but not enough that he would have used that as an excuse. He stated that he can only recall that the
radio traffic or the aircraft caused him to fear that it was not safe to remain with the aircraft as it was taking off. He
reminded me that even some of the pilots drank before their flights and | had to agree with him. | fiew with some
pilots who had had a few alcoholic drinks prior to their flights.

In September 1968, Primo had extended his tour in Vietnam for the second time. He had arrived in the ASTA
Platcon in April 1967 and had extended for six months the first time. He told me that he extended for the second
time in an attempt to beat my record of 21 months with the ASTA Platoon. Unfortunately, he was forced out of the
unit and returmed to the States in October 1968, about a month after his ejection. He was never charged nor
received any disciplinary action and left the Amrmy three months prior to his enlistment commitment of 36 months on
an “early out” to attend college.

One interesting note is that Pimo Funan of the ASTA Piatoon of the First Infantry Division hoids the record for the
lowest-altitude survivable ejection from an OV-1 MOHAWK! He was 20 years old at the time.

During our talk on 25 August 2001, Primo showed me photos of the spent ejection seat and a portion of the cockpit
where the ejection mechanism stuck through the upper canopy. Those photos were sent to Pnmo by Wayne
Taylor, the ASTA Platoon line chief at the time.

! sent Pnmo a draft of the above text to proof read and make corrections. When he returned the text with only
minor additions, he included some comments. | have added those comments below because | think it's important
to document what some of the Vietnam veterans have learned after visiting Vietnam so many years after Amenca's
involvement there. The text in square brackets [ ] are my notes.

“Tom,

| changed a few things. | am glad to set the record straight on the rumor that there was a conspiracy among the
TOs. While we didn't like him [MA.} Evans], | can't imagine that happening. If it did, | blanked it from my memory.
| have never talked to anyone who was there at the time. Andy Anderson signed in the guest book but | have not
been able to contact him. A Specialist Athkinson, [Larry Atkins] accompanied me to the hospital. He was there
when you were, ring any bells? It would be interesting to talk to him. Maybe this article will generate information.
Thanks.

| spent most of Sunday reading your tour book. [A book about a tour of European battiefields]. | believe you have
a knack for this. it occurred to me how different it would be to do V.N. There are no monuments recognizing the
battles or events. Khe Sanh is a pepper farm with a small museum. The rock pile is being taken apart for gravel.
The Freedom bridge (where prisoners were exchanged) has no plaque. There is no information on the iron
triangle. Chu Chi has tourist tunnels. There are only grave yards and monuments to the NVA and VC and the
American War Museum. That is the shocker for vets. They left a country when it was at war and to retum
expecting a speck of recognition is unsettling for many. The winners of the war write the history. 1 will try to buy
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some books written by Giap or the government. | would like to read their view. It was strange for me to be viewed
as the aggressor as | was brought up believing that the country | pledged alliance to was protecting the world. |
wonder how the ARVN trocps feel, they don't have a VFW or dare speak of the time. Their position after
reeducation is reduced to a cyclo-driver.

This is the first time in history that VN has not been ruled, split or controlled by outside governments. It is a new
country. | believe that free enterprise not bullets will change the country. They have many problems among the
Minorities. Dunng February 2001, there was an ethnic minority protest and Daklak was tlosed to foreigners. The
country makes me nervous and at the same time | am overwhelmed when there. The battles and history unseen
by many of the tourist unfokis in my mind. | enjoy sitting in the Church of Redemption in Hue, it is a reflective
place. There are many pictures of it in the battle of Hue and there must be many prayers floating in the air. | do

hope you decide to go. | believe you would have an unimaginable experience . The company | use is at
www.miltours.com. Check their web site. Take care.
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Dave Dorschner {page 224)

I found Dave’'s name and phone
number in a directory for the OWV-1
MOHAWK ASSOCIATION, an
organization for former members of !
units with the MOHAWK aircraft. | .
called him one evening and we talked
for about an hour. {ve talked with him !

several times and learned the following. 1

Dave left the ASTA Platoon a couple of
days prior to 10 January 1968. On that
day, I returned from the hospital in Long
Binh to “clear B Company, meaning |
turned in all my Amy-issued items to
the Supply Room so that | could leave
for my next duty assignment. Dave told
me that he had forgotten which day was
his DEROS and was surprised when
SFC Karnovich, the ASTA Piatoon
sergeant, woke him up on the day he
was to leave and informed him it was
time to go. Dave had to rush through
the “clearing” process in order to get to
the division headquarters to “clear” 1 '
there.

Dave’s next duty station was Ft. Huachuca, Arizona, where ali of us had taken our initial training on the SLAR and
IR and first flew in the MOHAWK. After his enlistment commitment, Dave went to college then took some flight
instruction. Following that, he re-entered the Amy and was assigned to a MOHAWK unit in Germany. He
continued his flight instruction and eventually received a multi-engine rating. In 1988, after 22 years in the Army,
Dave retired as a Master Sergeant. Durning those years, he logged more than 2,000 flight hours as a TO, the
highest number of hours for any TO, military or civilian.

At the time of this document’s development, Dave flies for a pnvate commercial courier service and moonlights as
a flight instructor. In the “after” photo at the right, above, Dave is standing in frent of a single-engine aircraft after
checking out a student. He continues to receive training in newer aircraft.
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INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK
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The items presented here are not letters or memos from Vietnam veterans but images of the remnants of the FPhu
Loi compound that | copied from the Internet. They are composites that were merged from as many as 16 aerial

photos from a web site titled “maps.live.com”. 1| created that many images because | had used the web site's
“zoom" feature to get as close and, thus, as weli-defined a copy of each section of the compound that | could.

|
i

The runaway’s remnants are clearly visible, as

This first image is as much of Phu Loi that was presented on “maps.live.com”, oriented with the direction North at the top of the image. The

portion further north was not available, presented on "maps.live.com” as a gray-colored area.
is the area where the 1% Aviation Battalion was formerly located, near the upper left corner.
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A close-up of the 1% Aviation Battalion area, with a diagram of
the area that's presented in another appendix. The diagram
was created to be oriented with the photo that appears with the
diagram in that other appendix. It's been re-oriented here to
correspond with the photo that appears above.

The first impression that | had upon seeing the recent photo is
that most of the original roads are still there! Also, the area
where B Company was located appears to have the outlines of
some of the foundations of the barracks. It's the green-colored
rectangle with the tan-colored patches.

Below is a close-up of what remains of the runway.
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Two months after completing the 27 October 2001 version of this photo journal, | found a collection of black and
white print photos that | had pilaced in an album in 1979. Most, if not all, of these are photos that others had given
me or were left behind when people returned to the States. Included in the album are photos taken by the camera
that was mounted in the mid-fuselage section of the MOHAWK sometimes referred to as the “belly” camera. The
photos were scanned at 100% and at 50%. The full size scan was made to allow prints to be made as large as the
originals. The 50% scan was necessary in order to make the file size small enough to allow the photos to be
inserted into this appendix. The 50% files are identified with a lower case “x” at the end of the file name. To aid in
the description of the photos in the album | had added some hand-drawn diagrams and those have also been
inserted into this appendix.

Now that the reader has returned his or her attention here to read this text, | can begin to descnbe the photo on
this page, as if any description is necessary. The photo was given to me by one of the ASTA Platoon‘s photo
technicians, most likely Bud Thomas. Our photo lab had been “loaned” the negative from which this print was
made. The helicopter pilot of one of the division’s commanders had obtained it somehow and asked that some
prints be made. When the news spread as to the photo’s subject, the requests for photos grew to about 100, so
there were at least that many prints made.

For the uninformed, the photo is that of actress Raguel Welch and was taken in 1966 or 1967. Why is it here?
Because it's part of my black and white print photo collection ... as if a reason is rieeded!




TWENTY KLICKS UP THIRTEEN

Page B-3

Appendix B: Black and white print photos

This photo was

taken by the belly

camera of a

MOHAWK with the

= . camera in the
- vertical position.

<- The 1st Aviation
Battalion area s
opposite this arrow
and below the “V” at
‘ the top of the photo.
" (See the diagram
and text, beiow).

<- The olkd HAWK
- section is the
narrow, dark strip
next to the runway
» in alignment with
) this arow and the
L. b “A” at the bottom.

| can only guess at the altitude from which the photo was taken,
possibly 1,270 meters (5,000 feet). North is toward the lower right
comer of the photo. Compare this photo with slide SC3-15 on
page 58.

The diagram at the left is one that { drew and included in the photo
album in 1979. The object in the lower right corner of the
rectangle of the B Company area is an outline of the revetments
for the four OV-1 MOHAWKSs. That object cannot be seen clearly
in the above photo but is quite apparent in some of the photos that
follow.
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[y - . |

N

This  view of
the 1st Aviation
Battalion area
was taken from
a lower altitude
than the one
on the previous
page. !
deliberately left
the borders on
the pnnt when |
scanned it to
show the raw
print as it was
created in the
photo lab.

The text on the
bottom border
of the photo

was written
there when |
placed the
photo in the
albumin 1878.
The
revetments for
the four
MOHAWKSs

are just above
the arrow that's
above the word
"MOHAWKS".

The  building
with the light
colored roof to
the left of the
revetments is
the B
Company
hanger.

Above the hanger, the six tents of the officers for B Company are in a line on one side of the company “street” and
the six, tin-roofed barracks of the NCOs and enlisted men are on the opposite side of the “street” in two rows, one
row of four and a second row of two. Just above the black-cclored article at the left in the lower border is the
battalion’s HQ Company. Most of the members of that organization were still in tents at the time this photo was
taken and the 30 or so tents of HQ Company were for the eniisted men. Those tents were located on the side of
the HQ Company “street” opposite the battalion mess hall and kitchen, which are the two buildings in the shape of
a “T" just above the “*” at the lower edge of the bottom border. This photo would have to have been taken between
February 1967, the month that MAJ Carlile moved the vans near the B Company bivouac area and had new
revetments built, and April 1967, the month the first of the new B Company officers’ barracks were built.
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A closer view of the

B Company area.

, The tent between
the second and third

tin-roofed barracks

is that of the

company’s  higher

. ranking NCOs. The
frame for the base

of the NCOs tin-

roofed barrack is to

the left of the first

EM barrack. The

lumber for the

frames of the

officers’ barracks is

laid out on the

ground next to three

of the officers’ tents.

The Operations
Room and the
Company  Orderly
Room are the two
buildings that are
end-to-end at the
left of the photo. A
jeep is parked at
one end of the
Orderly Room. The
hanger is the large
I structure near the
.| bottom of the photo.
The revetments for
three of the four
MOHAWKs can be
seen in the bottom
right corner.

At the top of the revetments, the 7 vehicles of the HAWK Section can be seen lined up side-by-side. From right to
left, they are: TO van, HAWK Operations van, Ml Section {2 vans), photo van, photo supply van, and crew chief
supply trailer. The white, circular object to the upper left of the HAWK section is a canvas-covered gazebo. (Hey,
I've mentioned more than once that we had it prefty easy!) The two hexagonal-shaped tents that share a common
side was the quarters for the Company CO and XO. At the top of the photo, the brick shower house for the NCOs
and EMSs is the narrow building above the first and second EM barracks. Look closely at the lower side of the
shower building and you can see the water tower that’s pictured in slide SC6-27 on page 115. There would have
to be people on the ground in a photo that covered this much area but it's difficult to determine exactly where they
are from this altitude. it's possible that there are people standing on the PSP “porch” that runs along the rear of the
vans in the HAWK section. The officer tents below the company “street” are the ones that appear in slide SC2-3
on page 29.

The circular-shaped object to the right of the Operations Room is the concrete pad and the
VC machine gun shown in slide SC02-29 on page 51. At the nght is an enlargement of the
circular concrete pad with the machine gun. The division emblern, that is, the Big Red
One, is visible at the right edge of the circle.
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This photo was

I taken on the same
pass by the
MOHAWK  above
the B Company
area as the previous
photo. I'm not
certain which
direction the aircraft
was flying at the
time but I'm quite
certain this photos
and the previous
one were next to
each other on the
strip of negative
film.

The company motor
I pool is in the upper
right comer of the
photo. The
entrance to the
motor pool is in the
lower left of the
motor pool's
rectangle formed by
the vehicles and the
barded wire. The
long building near
the center of the
photo that has two
appendages on
either side was the
second EM ciub and
was later made into
I the E-5 barrack.

The rectangular objects along the road to the left are remnants of the sand bags placed around tents. Those were
probably the original tents of the company when the battalion arrived in the latter half of 1965. 1 did not arrive in B
Company until Apnl 1966 and the tents that made up the company when | arrived were located where the four tin-
rocfed barracks are shown in this photo. The tent that is located between the second and third tin-roofed barracks
was that for the company's higher ranking NCOs and was cne of the line of tents that existed when | armved. The
tent to the right of the fourth tin-roofed barrack is the tent shown in slide SC12-03 on page 219. The porch shown
in SC12-03 was at the top end of the tent in this photo. | think the officers’ shower is the small, square-shaped
object next to the dark, angled ditch near the lower right corner of the photo. The officers’ sand-bagged bunker
shown in the background of slide SC06-18 on page 128 is located below the third and fourth officers tent. A large
light-cotored section of ground appears on the ground next to the bunker. The lower edge of the motor pool is
located where the tent shown in slide SC02-05 on page 35 used to be.

Note that the four tin-roofed EM barracks are connected by a concrete sidewalk and that part of the sidewalk is
being extended to the left, toward the other barracks. The barrack that | lived in for several months is the third one
from the left of the four on the company “street’”. The sidewalk at the rear of that barrack is the one the
Vietnamese hooch maid is standing on in slide SC06-27 on page 133. After | left in January 1368, another barrack
was built to the left of the ocne where the floor frame is shown and another one built in back of that one. The
sidewalk connected them all. In 2001, | saw a photo on a computer web site of those newer barracks.
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An enlarged view of a portion of the previous photo.
The tent was for the company’s higher ranking NCOs
and the tin-roofed barrack is the one in which { lived
from November 1966 to July 1967. The door and the
concrete pad at the door at the end of the barracks
can be seen here and two of the utility poles, with
shadows, are visible at the bottom edge. Some of
these poles were made of shipping -canisters for
artillery shells. The canisters were wielded together to
make a utility pole.

The pole in the lower nght corner is made of cast
concrete. The canister pole near the lower left corner
is the one with white stripes in slides SC06-15 and
SC06-16 on pages 126 and 127.

The flaps on the sides of the NCO tent are propped

open by small wooden poles. Closing the flaps would

have increased the temperature in the tent to a point
where no one could stay in there very long. Entrance to the tent was through an improvised door in each end.
Netting and screens kept out flying insects,

The light-colored patch with the dark spot at the upper left corner of the tent is probably a hole for a replacement
utility pole. The light color is the clay that was dug up from below the laterite. The red-colored laterite that covered
most of the Phu Loi compound was about 8 to 10 cm (3 to 4 inches) thick. After digging through the hard laterite,
the clay could be easily excavated and thus was not a good substance in which to anchor the utility poles.
However, if the poles were buned deep enough and no cne leaned on the poles after they were installed, they
served their purpose well. Once, after a heavy rain had covered the area, | saw one of the poles leaning. | was
able to push it back to a vertical position and press on the ground with my boot to compress the clay around the
pole. Without the laterite covering, the area would have been a soupy mess whenever it rained and none of the
buildings would have remained stable.

Two efectrical wires can be seen going above the tent in the photo. That was the main trunk from the generator
that was located outside the company area. The heonzontal line at the bottom of the photo that passes in front of
the tin-roofed barracks is a feeder line to the barracks. The generators were massive, diesel-powered units
capable of producing enough electricity for the entire battalion. There were usually two generators at a power
station so that there was power available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. While one generator was running,
penodic maintenance (PM) was performed on the second. After so many operational hours, the second took over
the generating functions while PM was performed on the first. Once, | was in the sandbag-protected bunker where
two of these generators were located and | was amazed at their size. Each was about 2.2 meters (7 feet) high and
the noise was deafening, though each had a muffler the size of a man. Anywhere | traveled on the Pho Loi
compound, | coufd hear the sound of generators.

When ! first arrived in B Company in April 1966, the company had its own generator, a device about the size of a 6-
cylinder engine of an 18-wheel semi tractor-trailer rig. It was two small to run 24 hours a day with the increasing
demands placed on it, so we did not have dependable power. That generator was replaced with a larger cne and
then the battalion created a remote power station made up of the two huge generators described above.

When | returned from special leave in May 1967, | brought back a rechargeable electric razor. (That’s how “rough”
our unit had it at Phu Loi). During the mortar and rocket attack of 29 Juily 1967, shown in slides SC08-20 through
SC08-30, the rocket that did the damage shown in SC08-23 severed the electric line coming into my barrack.
When 1 returned to my bunk, | smelled what seemed like buming tar. In my locker, | saw the melted remains of the
razor's charging transformer. A few weeks pnor to the attack, | had repaired the fuse with a small wire and it failed
to protect the device from the surge from the severed electric line. | returned to shaving with a safety razor. Ab,
such were the troubles of living in the non-combat areas!
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The HAWK
section after it
was rearranged
by MAJ Richard
Urick, the ASTA
Platoon
commander who
arrived in
' . October  1967.
I The photo was
taken by
somecne who
. . had climbed to
| I the same position
- . - on the new
’ hanger that | had
" climbed when I
took the night
photo shown in
slide SC10-11 on
page 196. This
shows the newly
arranged section
much more
clearly than
SC10-11.  This
photo must have
been taken at
nearly the same
time in December
1967 that | took
5C10-11
because there is a cardboard Santa Claus mounted on the van extensions between the TO and Cperations vans at
the right of the photc. 1 drew the blue-colored “N” and arrow when | placed the photo in an album in 1979. The
buildings in the background are those of E Company of the 701st Maintenance Battalion of the 1st Infantry
Division. Note the total lack of any tents, as the Army was continuing to make strides toward permanency and
making Phu Loi jook more like a State-side Army post. The task to look more State-side continued until the United
States left Vietnam in 1973. | have been informed by those veterans who have returned to the area that it is
completely void of any U. S. presence, having been stripped bare by the Vietnamese Communists in the late
1970s. Even the concrete pads of the barracks were broken up to remove any evidence of the Americans being in
the country and to attempt to recover any reinforcing bars that may have been used in the concrete construction.

The diagram at the right is one that | created when |
placed the black and white print photos in an album in ‘rﬁu’ tﬁ‘l Als gan W”‘f/""““""’t %
1979. The ground stations are the three boxes in the ﬂfm AsTA M

open end of the U-shaped configuration. These were
to have functioned as ground-based links far receiving
the SLAR and IR signals from the MOHAWKs.
However, these were never used for that pumpose
while 1 was assigned to the ASTA Platoon. The
orange-colored SLAR display screens that were to

E _ MOHSwN REVE TMEATS
}

. /
Sger N
=l v

have been used in these stations were, instead, CedEx Tp

installed in the aircraft. The U. S. Air Force now has ~ C#7am# oare

aircraft to provide the aerial reconnaissance that the otass

MOHAWK and the ground stations were designed to —_—
furnish. NFw
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. . . :
This photo was taken by the “belly” camera of one of the division’'s OV-1 MOHAWK aircraft. The OV-1B in the
center of the photo is the second HAWK 34 (S/N 62-5863). | think the compound is Di An, the location of the 1st
Infantry Division's administrative headquarters, referred to as “DANGER REAR". The mobile combat headguarters
is called “DANGER FORWARD". The Di An airfield is the horizontal strip at the center-right edge of the photo. |
cannot be certain, but | think the photo is looking south toward the town of Di An. The compound near the upper
right corner is probably that of the Republic of Korea (ROK) Army, which also had troops in Vietnam.

There were five positions in which the MOHAWK's camera could be placed: two oblique (to the side) positions on
the left, two oblique positions on the right and straight down. The positions were defined by their number of
degrees from horizontal and the side of the aircraft in which they were aimed; 15-left, 30-left, 90, 30-nght and 15-
right. The more shallow, 15 degree angle meant that the auxiliary wing tank would appear in the photo. On the
film’s negative, the wing tank appeared clear, or light-colored. That light color provided the right format for text to
be added, as in this photo. The “GOCQ” in the text referred to “Good Ole Cecil O, the nickname for the ASTA
Platoon (ASTAP) commander at the time, MAJ Cecit O. Cariile. Cecil had first joined the 1st Infantry Division
following World War Il as a member of the division’s 26 Infantry Regiment. From there, he attended Officer's
Candidate School (OCS) and re-joined the division in July 1966 as the ASTA Platoon commander/pilot. He liked to
educate those people who were not familiar with the functions and capabilities of the MOHAWK by asking the M|
section to add notes like this to photos that our platoon provided. If | had been a 37-year-old Major in command of
a section of aircraft like the MOHAWKS like Cecil was, | would have done the same thing. | did not meet Cecil
again until the Summer of 1996 and we've been in contact ever since.
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This is an enlargement of HAWK 34 shown in the previous photo. | made this enlargement simply because it's a
great photo of the MOHAWK and it's over the division’s headquarters.

It's not obvious in this photo, but the engines of the OV-1 MOHAWK do not point straight ahead. Look at the prop
of the Number 1 engine, that is, the engine on the far side of the aircraft. Note that the view of that prop appears to
be nearly in a plane perpendicular to the viewer. Now look at the prop on the near engine, that is, the Number 2
engine. It locks like the prop is being viewed more from the front. That's not an optical illusion. Each engine is
mounted on the wing at an angle, with the nose of the prop’s hub pointing toward the wing tips. That was done to
provide more stability, much like the stability provided by the “toe-in” on the front tires of a car. Only in this case
the stability is provided by a “toe-out” arrangement.

During tnitial design of the MOHAWK, there was only one vertical stabilizer on the tail and the horizontal portion
was on the top of that vertical portion, like the “T-tail” of a Boeing 727 aircraft. Early tests determined that there
was a lot of turbulence from the huge props and that a “traditionally positioned” horizontal stabilizer and two more
vertical stabilizers significantly countered that turbulence. The first time 1 saw a MOHAWK, | was reminded of the
triple-tailed, Lockheed-built, Super Constellation airplane.

At the right is an enlargement of an area near the right edge of the photo on
page E9. The area is forward of the MOHAWK in the photo and at the lower
left of the airstrip. l've enlarged the area because | think the U-shaped
building in the center is that of the divisiorr HQ shown in slide SC01-03 on
page 17. The object on the opposite side of the dark rectangle from the U-
shaped building is probably a larger, more ornate sign than the simple beard
and two-by-four sign shown in SC01-03.
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On ancther flight, another MOHAWK took this photo of HAWK 35. The TO sitting in the right seat of HAWK 35
and looking toward the camera is Larry Atkinson, a TO who arnved in the ASTA Platoon in the Spring of 1967. In
this photo, the SLAR antenna appears to have a downward "droop”, but | cannot recall whether that was the actual
position dunng flight. Diagrams of the MOHAWK that t saw during our training show the antenna in a horizontal
positicn. | know that the video traces on the cathode ray tubes (CRTs) had a shallow V-shape to represent a
forward deflection, a feature designed into the SLAR system by Motorola, the equipment's manufacturer. That
would mean that each of the antenna’s reflectors inside the fiberglass pod may have had a forward angle. That
forward angle may have been there to offset a downward angle of the forward end of the antenna. It's possible
that wind tunnel tests determined the “droop™ provided better aircraft control in that angle. In the event the aircraft
had to be flown in a left or nght yaw (referred to as a “crabbed” position), there was a dial on the TO's control
console that was used to rotate the traces on radar's video tubes to the corresponding angle, though there were
few times, if any, that | used that dial. There was an airspeed dial that was used to set the speed of the film
passing over the CRTs but since the pilots usually flew the HAWKSs at the same speed every time, | checked the
dial at the beginning of the mission and left it alone, even if the aircraft’'s ground speed might have been different
due to a tail or head wind. The reason for the lack of attempts to set the speed and crab angles was that any
attempt would have been a guess and probably not one that would have improved the resulting image by much.
Maost of the missions were long enough that terrain features would appear on the film with enough regularity that
any skewed image could be compensated for by the Ml peoplte. We were once told by the 1st Infantry Division's
G-2 (intelligence section) that the SLAR-equipped MOHAWKs were used as a strategic recon device, to gain
information about enemy movement over a period of weeks or months, so it was not that important to be extremely
accurate.
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This is a view of Nui Ba Dinh (Black Virgin Mountain), also called Tay Ninh Mountain, the same mountain that
appears in slide SC03-21 on page 68. | recall that the smaller hill to the right was to the southeast of Nui Ba Dinh,
so this view would be looking toward the east or northeast. The 30-degree OBL. note on the bottom of the phote
refers to the angle of the camera from the horizontal. However, the 30-degree angle was not high to the horizontal
to allow the wing tank to appear in the photo, so this would have to have been a 15-degree oblique. Since the fin
of the wing tank is to the right, the nose of the aircraft has to be to the left of the photo, thus this is a 15-degree
right oblique. The spots and discoloration on the print are due to the age of the pnnt.

When power was applied to the KA-60 camera by a switch in the MOHAWK cockpit, a door on the bottom of the
fuselage opened to allow the camera to take pictures in the 90-degree-from-horizontal position, also referred to as
the vertical position. That was the position the camera needed to be in when the aircraft took off and landed
because it placed no stress on the gears used to move the heavy camera body to the oblique positions. When a
dial in the cockpit was moved to one of the oblique positions, the door at the 90-degree position closed and a door
on the side chosen for the oblique photo opened. The side door remained open for both the 15-degree and the 30-
degree oblique photos. The doors at each of the three openings did not expose the camera to the atmosphere
because each opening was protected by thick glass. One of the tasks of the TO was to check that the three glass
“windows” were clean prior to the mission. Turning off the power to the camera did not cause it to return to the
vertical position, so it was important to insure the camera was in the vertical position prior to turning off the power.

p—_
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This is a MOHAWK camera view of the emblem of the 1st Infantry Division, the Big Red One, carved into the
terrain of the area known as the Iron Triangle. Itis the same one shown in slide SC03-23 on page 69.



These are two sequential photos of a bridge that, | can only assume, U. S. forces destroyed to deny its use by the
VC. The MOHAWK camera was probably used to photograph the bridge in order to monitor whether the VC would
attempt to repair it. The photos are laid out this way and the text has been rotated so that the viewer can look at the
photos as a stereoscopic pair with a stereoscopic viewing device.

The river gorge is much deeper and more pronounced and the height of the trees is so much more noticeable in
stereo than can be seen in two dimensions. Each time | look at this pair with a stereo viewer, | think I'm looking at a
scale model railroad diorama.
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The photos on pages E5 and E6 are reproduced here to allow the viewer to see the B Company living quarters in
stereo. The photo on the left is from page ES and the one on the right is from page ES. The photes have been offset
in this manner in order to align the tin-roofed buildings and the tents properly for the lens of the stereo viewing
device. Only the objects that appear in each photo can be viewed in stereo, so it's not possible to see the vehicles of
the HAWK section in 3D. However, it's possible to see the water tower of the NCC/EM showers rise above the roof
of the shower building.
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1. Place the slide cube on a flat surface with the 2. Grasp each side of the black sliding cover at
black sliding cover resting on the surface. the smooth comers, opposite of the comers
with the notches.

P
3. Hoid the clear portion of the cube while pulling 4. Holding the black cover, lift the cover and the
the black sliding cover until it stops. clear portion straight up.

CAUTION: Do not puli too hard or you may
break the stops on the cover or
the tabs on the clear portion!

5. Slide cube removed from loose, stacked slides.
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Version date Change Description

18 June 2001 Completed original document.

16 August 2001 Added Appendix C. Corrected typographical efrors.

28 August 2001 Added Appendixes C and D. Added detail in text.

29 September 2001 Corrected spelling of Vietnamese words. Corrected typographical errors. Rescanned
some slides to eliminate “halos™ around lettering and small objects and to improve contrast
and color.

6 October 2001 Comrected spelling of Vietnamese words and rescanned some slides without color
correctiornt.

27 October 2001 Corrected spelling of Minh Thanh and rescanned some slides.

13 January 2002 Added Appendix E. Reduced the size of slide SC13-2 as it exists on page 207 in order to

21 December 2003

9 August 2004

6 June 2006

17 July 2008

17 October 2008

add more information about the MOHAWK senal numbers. Added more text to the Epilog.
Separated Appendix C into portions based on individuals.

Use Adobe Photoshop software to color correct several photos.

Added copy number to page 1. Clarified description of “click” in PREFACE. Revised
descaption in BACKGROUND of photos that were used and added photos taken during
first few weeks in the aviation battalion. Added exampie of date in GLOSSARY. Re-
organized contents of the files containing the story and photos so that printing of double-
sided pages can be performed more easily.

Recreated photo files using a new scanning device to provide more detail and clarity.
Moved color print photos from appendix into the story. Modified sizes of photos and the
number of photos on a page. Changed name to “Twenty Klicks Up Thirteen”.

Corrected typographical errors. Added paragraphs in OV-1 WALK-AROUND describing
the manner in which runway numbers were pronounced and about some of the men in the
photographs. Added text in *Further Entrenchment” about the fate of the structures at Phu
Loi

Added aerial composite photos of Phu Loi obtained from Internet web site “maps.live.com”
and corrected grammatical errors.
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