. SUBJECT: ' Potentlal Spontaneous Detonatlon of Captured BLU- 82 Bo bs [q 77’

'l; The BLU- 82 is a 15 000 1b blast bomb filled with lZ 600 1bs of
".exp105|ve gel The bomb was used to clear hellcopter landlng zones'in.
'1Southeast A5|a. We have been lnformed by the Department of Defense that
ten BLU-82 bombs spontaneously detonated slmultaneously while stored at
'_Saerra Ordnance Depot Herléng, California. This lnformatvon has serious
lmpllcatlons for the Government of the Socialist Republuc of Vietnam
which captured 15 BLU-82 bombs from the Government of Vietnam at the time
. of the fall of Salgon. These captured bombs may detonate spontaneously
in time if stored |n the open The last known location-of these bombs
was the.B:en Hoa area. | | | |
2. The.most llkely causeIOf the explosidn at the Slerra.brdnance Depot
was an auto-catalytlc reaction trlggered by excesslvely hlgh temperatures

and solar radlatfon resultlng from long term outsxde storage.

:. 3. For humanltarlan reasons we belleve that the Government of the SRV

should be informed of the potential danger of spontaneous detonatlon.
In so dolng,_the following pOints should be stressed. o
Ca. . There is no way to determine the conditton of the remaxning bombs.

b. The bombs should be destroyed |n place if at all pOSSIble



