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OU could pUllhl' Aml:rica n ... oldin in 
the middle 01 the Sarah .. O I',c; rI "ilh 
j u..,' hi, pa nl.'- a nd :-.h j rt a nd he'll come 

up \\jlh ... oml'lhil1~ rn.'tt~ u"toullding. Il l' 
could thinl.. on hl.., !eel. ht: didn't nct.'d ,oml' 
leader telling him '-'"hat to do t:\cr) minute. 

1 hi, i, why the American so ldier i, the be ... , 
righting man in Ihc\\.orld and in Vietnam hc 
pro\cd it. 

i\o'" hcrc\ another example a nd thi, tell.., 
you wh) he i, I he hc .. t. 

Uni ts in the hoi Infant r~ Di visi on . the Rig 
Red On" ... with its hcad4U<trtcr, a l Lai Kh t:'. 
called them hrcfl ) Mi ... :-. ion .... while unib 
\\llh th e 1,1 C]\alr~ Divi ... ion (Airmobile) 
<.-u lled them I. ig htning Rug Mi ... sion~ . But. 
no malt~r what ~om~ unih cl:lll ed them. "it 
\\a~ a hot time in th e jungle to ni g ht" fo r the 
~ Iu.:m ~ \\hen thc~ \\ent into l:lc tio n. 

1 he I-irefl~ Mi ...... io"" u~ed a ~earchlight 
equipped hdicopter ,lIld \\orked a ... a team 
\\ith other helicopter .... After the t:Jrget \\a~ 
lo-.:ated h\ airhorne radar and c learance \\<1'" 
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ohtalned Irom the ground commander. the 
heli copt er!'> a nd their cre \\ ~ went into action. 

The ~carchlight c hopper illuminated the 
target and the armed chopper ... attacked and 
d e!'>troy<.'d it. Firefly Mi~~iom were \e ry 
s ucce!'> ... ful in Vietnam partic ularl~ ag<lin ... t 
vehicle~ and boat movcmenh . 

Lightning Bug M i~~ion~ \\orked prell)' much 
like: th e Firellie .... The~ \\ere imoh ed in 
d en) ing the enemy t he u ... e of So lith Vietnam .... 
water\\<1) .... One chopper u~ually ne\\ 10\\ to 
the ground. often a t treetop Inel. The 
gllnner~ i.Ihoard thi~ helicopter u~ed Sniper­
~copC'" 10 "'pol1 he enem) . 

Onc~ Ih <.' g.lI n n~r ... had them 11) their Sniper­
!'>cope ... 1 he) fired 1 racer ammunition 10 mark 
}.I~: . t.a~g.e2 for ,t_heJulbhlp", abme. Sometimc~ 

a third c ho pper new above the other two 
chopper~ ejecting narc ... to illunimate the 
whole area. making nighl look like da y. 

South Vietnamese were not a\1()\\ed to usc 
the waterwa ys at night. So anything below 
wa ... con~idered to be enem). Thc~e operations 
kept the enemy tow on war suppli es. They 
abo s lo\\ed down hi !'> travel time beca use 
using the \\aterways made Ira \·e l easier and 
quicker. Travel over land at night wa~ much 
more difficult. 

So no matter what the fighting man in 
Vielnam called them. Fircnic~ or L ightning 
Bug~. the enem ) paid a high prict.' to mme 
hi ~ cargo. Yes. when the Grunt teamed up 
with the chop per pilot. it \\a ~ "katie har the 
door." for Ihe Viel Cong and North Viet­
namese and hi~ cargo. 


