
(Or.·'H¥f AND INFOR MATION 
&~rical Division History-Part 2 

In February, 1967, COMUSI'lACV, General .JUlia'll C, 
'Ies tmoreland , for'lled a planning group to organize an 
Army task force to send to the troubled I Corps area 
of South Vietnam. 

This planning group, led by l\lf.ojor General ·dlliam 
B. nosson (lat"r Lieutenant G€neral) for.J1ed a ,nulti­
brigade force cO'lprised of the 196th Light Infantry 
Brigade; the 1st Brigade, IOlst hirborne 7'ivision; and 
the 3rd Brigade, 25th Inf8ntry ~ivision (later design-
ated the 3rd Brigade, 4th Infantry ~ivision). ~ ~ . 

The task f~ -l>eM'!Ie operattonalon !:pril 20, 
1967, undei' control of III Marine Amphibious ~<'orce 
(III MAP), with the 196th beginning operations near 
Chu Lai, in (uang Tin Province, and the 3rd Brigade 
4th Infantry conductL~g search and destroy operations 
in 'uang Ngai Province. In Hay, 1967, the I at Brigade 
10lst Airborne arrived at Duc Fha and began operations 
in the jungles west of there. 

Larly offensive operations conducted by Task 
10rce Oregon included: Malheur I and Mlliheur II, Hood 
River, Bepton and Cook. On Sept. 11, 1967, Operation 
",heeler W1:S launched against elements of the 2nd NVA 
Division in the area west of ~hu Lai. 

On Sept.22, 1967, Brig~dier General Samuel W. 
Koster assumed cO·!llMnd of the task force, succeeding 
Major G€ueral ,dchard T. Knowles, who had co:;.manded 
the task force during the period June 25 to Aug. 20, 
1967. 

On Sept. 25.. 190'1, 
r2sk Force Oregon was re­
constituted and designated 
as theDJllerical 'ivision 
with a proposed organizat­
ion to consist of the 
196th, 198th, and 11th 
Light Infantry Brigades. 

Operetion wbeeler 
·continued and on Oct. 4, 
1967, the 3rd Brigade,lst 
Cavalry "ivision (Airmo­
bile) was placed under op­
ere.tional control of the 
Americal Division to 
launch Cperation !>,allow. 

(,n Oct. "2, 1967, the 
198th Light Infa.ntry Bri- - .. ~-----~- ~. ~-~~,---

"Barker' COM, from page 1 
ca,llp. "Th"re -~re about 
75 n~wly constructt:<j hut5;' 
capt. Hicheles repo~. 
"They were probably res\ 
areas for troops moving 
through the area. As ~e 
moved L~, the enemy fled.' 

Navy gunboats, check­
ing possible ene~ retreat 
along the coast, killed 5 
enemy as they tried to es­
cape along the beach 
shortly after noon. 

?our hours latel"; 1 e t 
Flatoon, Co. B, received 
heavy auto wtic weapons 
and mortar fire. "We were 
pinned in a rice field by 
the heavy fire coming from 
the tree line, and had no 
opportunity to pull back," 
lLt. John B. Spraggins, 
PhLLadelphia, Fa., said. 
Spraggins, the platoon 
leader, added: "I asked 
for volunte4rs to charge 
the entrenched enemy pos­
ition, After concentrat­
ing artillery support, we 
made the assault against 
the heavily reinforced po­
sition." 

.1\S'~"---ti'!e. e:UOlLiJ 1104, ---
the "Dirty Dozen" cut down 
44 of an estimated 100 de­
fenders. 

A "Shark" from the 
174th Aviation Co.,· pilot­
ed by WOl JamesT. Cooney, 
Ft. Walton Beach, Fla., 
flew three missions to 
med&vac injured personnel 
while under heavy fire. 
During one of these mis­
sions, the "Shark" receiv­
ed automatic weapons and 
mortar fire from four di­
rections. 
cont. on page 4 

g:~~-n:rr~:~!~ ~~:t=ri~ 30LOlt~< MEETS CHt\QlIE UNDERGRGUND 
cal_I'iv:;aion 

On r ec , 21, 1967, the 
11th Light Infantry Bri­
gade, c01mam\ed by Brigad-' 
ier ':'eneral Andy ;." Lip­
sco~b arrived in Vietna~. 

r
- THE COME-ON~ 

Here's a trick the VC 
sometimes use. A group 0 

VC will show up in the 
distance, waiting for you 
to close in on them. It 
could be a trap. You may 
pursue them into hilly 
country where a large unit 
may be waiting. One way 
to beat this is to call in 
the artillery when you 
first spot the decoys. 

Specialist Four Victor M. J~-BrG(>k11'lJ N.Y., 
team leader in the 2nd Platoon of liD" Company, 3d Ih. , 
1 st Infantry, 11 th Light Infantry Brigade,. figures 
hets lucky to be alive. At least he won1t challenge 
hand grenades with a .45 caliber pistol again. 

Specialist Jamoom and the 2d Platoon were on a 
search a.nd clear operation about 15 miles northeast of 
here in the southern I Corps area when 2d Squad leader 
Staff Sergeant Pinky McNeely, Oakland, Ca~., spotted a 
man and a woman running from the advancing ·troops. 
As the squad gave chase, the two split up and Jamoom 
and his fire team continued after the man. 

They lost the fleeing VC - in a thick swamp, but 
while searching the area came across a Vietnamese hut 
and a bunker and began to check it out. The hooch was 
empty, but the bunker had a false wall in the rear en-
tre,nce which opened into a forked tunnel. _ 

J"moom gl'a.bbed a f'lash.light, traded his ~116 for a 
cont. on pI".ge 4 



"Medica" ~t. from page 1 "lngineers II cont. from page 1 
jurie~.4Ue to hostile act- 11th Brigade, on June 15, 1967, the coapany was redes­
io}' and 25 Vietnamese ac- igmted "Charlie" Co>npa.ny, 26th l.ngineer Ba.ttalion, 
ddental injuries. 'lbia under the co· ,mand of the hmerical Division Jan.1G.. The 

.' does not include routine COJpe,ny arrived in Vietnam with the 11 th Brigade and 
dick-call. hee.been providing su~port ever since. 

Operation ~t -Oft "We "1aintaln a squad of engineers at each of the 
has flown a~te- landing zones in our area of operations," CPT Allen 
ly 425 missions witb J40 said, Rdding that the engineers are presently engaged 
hours logged while evacu-. in sever81 ~ajor projects at the Brigade base camp. 
ating 80 Americans Ilnd 450 In addition to. the routine jobs - building bunk­
Vietnanese and Viet Congo ers, ':lainbining roads; and supplying potable water, 

Company "e", 26th En- the co"par!y is constructing new heliport1hcilitiea 
gineers, ,has begun con- for Brigade avi?tion elelnents, e new aid station for 
struction of a medical the base ca~p and a new detainee camp. . 
treat~ent conplex to house .~'--------------.------------------------------~ 
a dispensary, laboratory, I "Barker" cont. fro,n page 31st Cav., and fought their 
admissions and disposit- 'I do~'t know how way to the 2d Platoon. 
ions ward with nursing' the helicopter got out. It 'r.~ithout the APC's, 
stations, X-ray, and a sounded like all hell we wouldn't have been 
tiled and air-conditioned broke loose when it land- able to fight our way back 
surgical facility. ed," Capt. Micbles said. to the rest of the co:npany 

After the 1 st Pla t- and get out of there, II 
oon's daring assault, the Capt. Michles said, adding 
2d Platoon was also pinned that, because of the wea­
down by intense fire. ther, "air strikes would 

"If it hadn't been have been i,npoesible." 
for accura,te artillery The units pulled 
fire holding the enemy in back to secure areas for 
their positions, we would the night as artillery 
not have had a chance," periodically p:>unded the 
Capt. Micbles recalled. area to check enemy move-

The 1st Plf'.toon link- ments • 
• d up with '_1'E><i poIl1li1on- . Tuesday's ;1l8J!?L.a<l.:" __ 

. nel carriers commanded by tion began late in the day 
1 Lt. Ja;ues a. Oley, Lafay- as Co. C of "Sykes I ii.egu-
ette, Ind.. ofi Troop 1:.. lars" again received snip­

'''l\mnel lf cont. from page 3 , er fire. Return fire fro,n 
.45 pistol .end started into the complex. ... hole was the co~a.ny shot two enemy 
so small that he had to shed his helmet to soueeze in snipers down out of the' 
the entrance. Halfway through the tunnel he found trees. 
some clothes and searched them fof' weaponsof' document At the same time, Co. 
but they were clean. A and Nsvy "Swift" boats 

"I continued into the tunnel where the I:iutlkef' sec- were being shot at by sni­
tion led off to the right," Specialist J~ rell'tes. pers !'nd autofl'llltic weapons 
"As I shined the light into the right 1I~~tlbn I S6,W a from a village in the same 
man just as he threw a hand grenade at..,. " It took a ares. 
fraction of a second to realize wh~t w~slo~. on. As units moved toward 

hI fired a shot at him but missed, a4 he threw the village, two platoons 
anothef' hand grenade at me. As I fired a sec«nl shot I trom Co. C, led by 2Lt. 
rell!Blllbered th~t I only had two seco me tiil'ore that William L. Calley and 2Lt. 
first grerwde went off. When I sta.rted ~~ I Steven K. ,Brooks, and an­
recall saying to myself, lDon1t!ttop! MalIJIiJ,it..w .• ~!!l' -platoon from Co. A, 
Up. f- ..• ~ .tII!n. pirmed down;---

"I think the pile of clothes might have saved me," DUG IN 
Spec. 4 Jamoom continued. "'!bare wasnlt~l'OOm .to turn "The enelDT was dug in-
around in the passage, and I only got a few feet out to holes and elements ldlo 
When the grenade went off." With debris raining around went after them received 
him, J9J!lOODl, emerged from the tunnel without a sCf'etch. heavy automatic weapons 

"M;y first thought was bmt bad I vas hurt, but when and small arms fire," LTC 
the excitement died down I found I only had a ruptured Barker reported trom a 
eardrum from the concussion of the grenade. I IllU8t be forward position. 
the luckiest man elive. If Contact was broken at 

Whln other members' of the platoon began digging 7:30 p.m, by TF Barker un-
·~:tllto the cha'llber they found that Specialist Jamoom had its when the enBmT drew 

not missed with his second shot. They also found the into defensive positions. 
second grenade hadn It gone off, B,nd another VC who Artillery was once again 
ha.d been killed by a grenade tossed into the hole When called in on the enBmT to 
the !llSn broke through the roof. check his movements. 

* * * * * * * * * * * *. * * * * * * * * 


