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(JJie poems in tliis 600l(were written 6y myselfsome 
twenty years after my return form 'l/tetnam. 'I1iey 

refCect tlie jeefings tliat were 60ttfea up insure for too 
fong. I am gratefo£ tliat goa gave me tlie tafent to put 

into wortfs tIie jeefing tliat I Iiacf suppressea for so 
many years. %is 600l(is aecficatea to tlie 58)000 men 
ana women wlio fouglit 6ravefy anti gave tlieir af£. 

'I1iey are true lieroes. 51na to tliose wlio retumea anti 
are stilfJigliti:ng tlie aemons in tlieir areams. I aCso 

aecficate tliis to CU'2 'Davicf 51. !J{icl(man wIio tool( 
my prace on tliat fateful aay. (JJie poem wfiy e;rpfams 
tlie reason. % my fate wije 'De66ie. I couU not liave 
cfone tliis witliout you tliere giving me tlie courage to 

wntinue. 

I LEARNED TO CRY 

_ WE WERE LI!IIRNII'IIi 10 _R nIROWiII 11IE 5KY 
_ Of Wi _ 1MT IiOI'IPJJI'IY \IUE1J CRY 

WE WERE 'J1lI'IININQ !'OR 1'1 JOB lIiITII OLD ~ !iIIM 
10 IiO DO DUR DUTY IN 1'1 PI.J\Ol CI'ILI.f.D \/Itt NIII'I 

lin I'L Y IN 1lII! DI'IY TJIIIE I'II'4IJ IiOI'II!TJIIIE5 I'IT l'ICitrr 
I'IPTER _ I'IOl'!I1IIi WE III'ID Ll!llRI'II!II now 10 I'L Y 

BUT !'tONI! Of Wi 11IOU1iIIT 1lII'IT \IUE1J LI!IIRN now 10 CRY 

WE I'II'IOE NIIW I"RII!NIlS ON 11IE VI!RY PIRliT DI'IY 
I'II'4IJ I'IPTI!R Melt I'IIli5IOI't WE LI!IIRI'II!II now 10 I'RI'IY 

WE MD _ 6CJOI) TJIIIE5 I'II'4IJ _ 01' TIm'! BI'ID 

!'tONI! Of Wi 11IOU1iIIT WE COULD IM!R III! 5I'ID 

WE 11IOU6trr or OUR I.O'IIUJ _ III'11T1N1l I'IT _ 

I'INO 5Oi'II!1'II'II! I'IT NIIiIIT WE I'I!I.T 50 I'ILONI! 
WE I(NIIW I'INY MY TMT WE I'II6IIT om 

WE 5'111.1. _ 11IOU1iIIT \IUE1J LI!IIRN now 10 CRY 

WE I'Ll:W WIII!N rr WI'I5 IiUNNY I'II'4IJ WIII!N rr 111'15 6R/\Y 
\IUE1J IiO 10 TIlE CUlB I'IT 1lII! _ 01' 11IE MY 

1'15 WE MT TeRI! LI'IUCIIII!'tIi I'II'4IJ __ OUR _ 
WE STILL _ _ TMT \IUE1J 5IIPJJ 1'1 TI!I'IR 

Till! 5IREN5 _LD III'11L I'INO TIlE I'IORTI'IRS WOIILD I'/ILL 
11I1! noT LINI! _LD RING I'II'4IJ \IUE1J 6I!T 1lII! CALI. 

1'1 PIRI! _ UP _111 1/1'15 _ O\II!R RUN 
\IUE1J I'L Y I'II'4IJ \IUE1J I'ICiIIT UN11L OUR I'0Il 111'15 DONI! 

1lII!N ONE RI'IINV MY 11IINIiS Rl!l'lLI. Y IiOT BI'ID 
TIII!V I'\5I(PJJ Wi 10 Ll'lUNCII IM!RY IiIDP 1lII'IT WE III'ID 

WE RI'ICI!D nIROWiII 1lII! SKY OUR III!I'IRTS PIJ.I.I!D WITII I'I!I'IR 
WE S11LL _ 11IOU1iIIT 1lII'IT \IUE1J SIII!D 1'1 TI!I'IR 

WE I'OIICiIfT 10 WIN _ I(I'tOW5 WE 'I'RmJ 

BUT now CAN YOU WIN WIII!N YOUR IIIINIIS I'IRI! TIm 
WE I(!pf ON PI6lI11NIi I'INO I/I'ITI:IIPJJ OUR I"RII!NIlS om 

NOW rr 1/1'15 TJIIIE 10 LI!I'IRN now 10 CRY 

rn; BIZN TWENTY YI!I'IRS SINCJ! I LI!l'T \/Itt N/IIII 
I NO LOI'IIiB. _I( POR IINrI.E !iIIM 

I'M STILL V!RY 1MNRPOL III! TI'IUIiIIT .. 10 I'L Y 
BUT NOT !'OR 1lII! III'1Y III! TI'IU6trr .. 10 CRY 

I 1lIIN1( Of 1lII! _ \lIIIO NI!VI!R CAIU _ 

I LII'T MY III!I'ID I'II'4IJ LoOK TOIII'I_ 1lII! SKY 
1MNR YOU LOIUJ PUR Tl!l'lCIIINIi .. 10 CRY 



crose !frient{s 

'lfuy 'lII01Uf.tr why Wt >it and cry 
'l4&n fIJt fJisit tfu Iiuifme fIJI1i[ 

'Bra tfuy 'Wttt1I't tIien to fu£ tfu fwr 
.:v fIJ< wradit.f 01IT 6uUiu foIi 

Some tiugs it sums SfJ ftmo agfJ 
!Wi _ ti4 IJlSttnfuy 

'We ftarnJ to fiDFu, fIJt ftarnJ to cry 
'Wt also ftarnJ to pray 

'Wt _ reaffy nuufe rfost Jrietufs 
!MOst ptopfe 'lII01Uf.tr wIiy 

'Btuuist fIJt ~ tFu.t any rlay 
'lfuy miefu oe tfu lI£tJ to tfk 

'We didn't f/JOnt to tkd witli 
'11U tfmtft <if a rfost frim<l 

?ol9w fIJ< tIiin( <if tl"wt fIJ< Cost 
!Wi cry, tfun cry again 

%>y.f 'JY. JimbIu; 
CW3 USAR Retired 

~"'eteran 

'We lOst anotfur Vet today 
'We £aU[ Iiim Iuum to rest 

'.But wlien fie ~ upun this eartli 
1fe walK/a artWtIfJ tfu best 

1fe went to war for Ii.is umntry 
% protut (lU1' way of aft 

1fe never Iiai{ a secoru£ tfwuglit 
'11ioutJ1i Ii.is days were fiUd witli strift 

'Jttien Ii.is tour was ()'()U' 

JW{ fie fi:noUy came 6ack...1iume 
1fe (pew tliat tfii:ntJs were tiifftrent 

JW{ Sotnetimu fie ftit alOne 

!H1s tfreams were fiUd witli MrrorS 
1fe was afraUi to go to sleep 
'.Bua:use fie (pew by morning 

1fe 'a ~ aru! fie 'UIOIIia weep 

'1{gw tIiose aremns art over 
1fe '{[ fi:noUy get some rest 
10r today fie waiK§ aoain 

!J/.:mong tfu very best 



We went to fight 

We went off to fight in that unpopular war 
We were proud to go and do our patriotic chore 

Though we did the best we could in that place called Vietnam 
We all came back to a world that didn't understand 

We dreamed of coming home to our family's open arms 
Instead we found a different world that wasn't quite so warm 
Although we tried to live our lives in a world we hardly knew 

Everything changed so much we didn't know what to do 

We still carry our heavy burdens deep within our heart 
You know we tried so very hard to make a brand new start 

But the memories of our lives in that land so far away 
Will haunt us one and all until our dying day 

Someday the world my finally see why we're all alone 
Then maybe they'll open their hearts 

And finally welcome us home 

Reflections 

As I sit here alone and reflect upon the past 
I wonder how the years go flying by so fast 

It's nearly thirty years now since I learned to fly 
It's been almost that long since I learned to cry 

In that God forsaken land they called Vietnam 
We fought and died and there were few who gave a damn 

The only ones who really cared were our family and our friends 
The stood by our sides right to the end 

They didn't care what we had done 
And they didn't care that we hadn't won 

They helped us heal our wounds and helped rebuild our pride 
They even held us close when we sat and cried 

Things are much better now I'm not so all alone 
I thank God each day for letting me come home 



Vietnam 

Vietnam you've been living hell to me 
They brought us here to keep your country free 
I've seen them come and go I've seen them cry 

And long ago I stopped asking why 

Vietnam what good do you think we do 
Do you think you'll be different when we're through 

Some came here as a boy and left a man 
And many shed their blood across your land 

I used to kneel and ask God why 
Now I sit alone and I cry 

So many gave their life to keep you free 
They died for a cause that could never be 

Vietnam may you rot and burn in hell 
May our children learn from the stories that we tell 

How many brave men had to fight and die 
And why those that live sit and cry 

\ 

FRIENDS FOREVER 
We~emgMMrHsn~ 

We came from near and far 

We leamed the things tMY taught us 
To 90 and fight a war 

__ finished nining 

We knew where we would 90 
TMy put us on a nnsport ship 

God it was so slow 

_ we anived In Vietnam 
the soundS of war were clear 
not one of US spOke a ...""u 

for our hearts were filled with fear 

We soon became close Friends 
and covered each others back 

He always took the point 
COUfllge he didn't lack 

He saved the lives of two men 
I don't know who they are 

For his act of bravery 
He earned the bronze star 

Then one day we were ambushed 
And he was Ihe first to fall 

We pulled him back to safety 
And then we made the call. 

Dustoff came to get him 
They carried him away 

That's when the tears began 
They stili fall today 

I think about him now and then 
I g.-I always will 

For He was my best friend 
And I love him still 



HIDDEN TEARS 

IT SEEMS lIS 11-IOUGH II HUNDRED YEFlRS 
HllVE COME lIND GONE SINCE 11-IEN 

11-IE QUESTION TI-IllT STIlL HllUNTS ME 
IS WHY DIDN'T YOU LET US WIN 

IN OUR HEFlRTS WE EFlCH KNEW 
TI-IllT THE 011-iER WllS SClIRED OF DEFl11-l 

WITH EFlCH lIND EVERY MISSION WE WONDERED 
WITH TInS ONE WOULD WE DAAW OUR LllST 

BREFl11-l 

WE LAUGHED lIND JOKED lIND DAANK OUR BEER 
I GUESS TO KEEP FROM CRYING 

WHILE lIIL lIROUND us EVERY DlIY 
OUR FRIENDS WERE QUICKLY DYING 

IF YOU HllD ONLY BEEN 11-IERE 
YOU WOULD UNDERSTllND OUR FEFlRS 

lIND WHY SOMETIMES WE Wl\LK lU.ONE IN THE 
RllIN 

TO SUBn Y HIDE OUR TEFlRS 

Lost Friends 

They came from around our country 
These men who went to war 

They traveled around the wortd 
To countries near and far 

They came from farms and cities 
They are just like you and me 

But they risk their lives everyday 
To keep our country free 

Their lives are changed forever 
They will never be the same 

Sometimes they lie awake at night 
And call their buddies name 

They know they will never answer 
But every night they try 

They think about their long lost friends 
And every night they ay. 



'I1iey also Serveti 

'Few of us ever saw tIiem 
JUtfwuofi we K;:ruW t~ were tfiere 

I gruss we were tfie Cucf;y 01US 

'U-7io didn 't Med their CIlre 

'11iey wor~ 11UUt!J fiours 
Sometinus witliout rest 

'We {eft our jrierufs witfi tIiem 
ji[ru{ K;:ruw ~ woU tfo their 6t.5t 

'11iey fieCpetf save many fivt.5 
'11iey also fost a fow 

'But you am rest assure" 
'11iey tfU{ aC[ ~ couU tfo 

'11iey criet£ wfien ~ were afoM 
ji[ru£ triu£ to IiiIk their pam 

'11iey '''pull tliemseCfJt.S toRe tfier 
ji[ru{ tfo it aC[ agam 

'11iey endu.red tfie ways of war 
ji[ru£ sometinus tfiere were curst.5 
'11iey just turMtf tfie otfier cfue~ 
'Because ~ Wert our 9£'ll!RSES 

1 ...veT .....Jhj knew htm 
1 ... ,,', -..n 1010 """'" 

1 "" ... know .me. 1110.' bAli 
l·v. ...veT bec!'I tl1e ... ,.,. 

w. wen: on A IVIfttIw fIIsh' 
w. flew """'" V11' 

"Ote1j .art htm out to _ ... 
IW _ pI..c .. wttl1 ,.,. 

"Ote1j .... , ,.,. to _AI ",hool 

Wh1j 111 """Of """'" 
Tk. ""... chok. 111<'1 SAv. ,.,. 
WAS to """k A bAS A"b So 

WItm 1 rdum<b tm bAli' ....... 
J ..... m<b that he hAb bleb 
No """ ~ ... w tl1e tun 

8wt l>«p _b. J mob 

J S ..... '_0.11 1 wtll ..... m 
The ........,.. AS to wkll 

0.. that bAli Gob c ...... 101m 
hw1ub .af .... to bIe 

%>yow. "..... 
CW3 ~ 'R.ftimI 

'Duliuud to ~ """"'"' of 
CW2 David Allen Hickman 



The Cost 

We were asked to fight a war 
That no one understood 

We fought and died God knows we tried 
To do the best we could 

We fought with pride and honor 
We thought we would win 

As the years went by we didn't care 
We just hoped that it would end 

When it was finally over 
And most of us came home 

Our world had somehow changed 
And we stood there all alone 

We knew the war was over 
And we knew that we had lost 

But still today we wonder 
Was it really worth the cost 

Floyd W. Jiminez 

CW3 Jiminez In Vietnam 1970 

Mr. Jiminez enlisted in the Army in January 1968 after spending nine years 
in the Texas National Guard. After basic training he began helicopter flight 

training. After completion of flight school he was assigned to the 68" 
Assault Helicopter Company which was located at Bien Hoa Air Base. He 
earned the Brouze Star and the Air Medal with V device along with other 

medals. He also served with the 377" Air Ambulance Company from 1972 
to 1973 in the Republic of Korea. He left active duty in 1977 and joined the 
reserves in the Dallas area. In 1981 he retired from the reserves. He is also 

retired from a local power company. He now lives just south of Fort Worth, 
Texas enjoying his retirement. He is active in the YFW as well as 

Secretaryffreasurer for the Friends of the Texas State Vietnam Memorial 
located at Fair Park in Dallas 
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