
121st AHC AND 21st 
ARYN DIVISION­
"DYNAMIC DUO." 

2nd Company, 1st Battalion, 
33rd Regiment of the 21st Divi­
sion of the Army of Vietnam 
(ARVN) await liftoff just outside 
of the Battalion perimeter. The day 
is hot and the humidity is high. 
The air is saturated to an almost 
unbelievable 100 per cent. With 
the pre-flight plan already ar­
ranged, the men await in their 
small groups of designated chalks. 
The pick-up zone (PZ) is a plowed 
rice paddy that has baked for days 
under the hot 90 degree plus tem­
perature. Having the characteristic 
of a ceramic glaze from the inten­
sity of the sun's rays, the earth acts 
as a reflecting inferno, which plain-

ARVN's destroy VC 
resupply cache. 

ARYN commander evaluates tactical situation. 
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"Famed Tiger" gunships furnish 
protective fire for ARVN 
ground troops. 

ly shows on the perspiring faces of 
these Vietnamese fighting veterans. 

Not a breeze is blowing. Not a 
sound is heard. The time is 1400. 
As one looks around, he sees the 
solitude, not only on the AR VN's 
faces, but also on the faces of the 
Vietnamese families who were for­
tunate enough to accompany th~ir 
husbands to the newly established 
base camp. Even the children sense 
an air of concern. They have ex­
perienced the sadness of war and 
watched their fathers leave many 
times before, praying they will be 
able to enjoy the comfort of his 
conversation and strong arms 
tomorrow. 
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The c:ost of war is often times high. 

O"er at the Command Post (CP ) 
tent the battalion commander and 
the American ad\'isor stand in the 
entry, conversin({ ovc·r the day's 
operation. Suddenly, the drone of 
airC'faft cn~inrs is hc:1rd in the 
distance. ~ lovernent of the troops is 
immediate nnd impulsive. Pa('ks 
containing rice rations 1 ;mm101 

cooking utcnsiL"i and footgcar arc 
thrown on b~Kks. La:-.t minute- in­
spfftions of W('apons are made. 

Th<" t·hoppc-rs , six Vittnamr:-.c 
UII-IJYs and their Vietnamese Air 
Force ( \'NAF ) pilots. land in a 
line fom1ation stirring up huge 
dust bowls froni the wash of the 
rotors. Inuncdiawly, they shut 
down. A couple of minutes latrr, 
more chopprrs arc hc.1rd in the 
sk)'· As they approach, you rcco"'­
nize them as three U H-18 
" Viking" gunships from the 121st 
llelicopll•r Company (Assault ), 
he.1dquartCr(•d in So<· Trang und(•r 
the 13th Combat Aviation lbllal­
ion . After th('y land , the avintors 
head over to the CP to make 
coordination with the \ ' ietnamcsc 
aviators and ground troops. 

Take-off time is fi\'c minut('S 
aftrr the arrival of the gunships. 
The ARVN" troops arc impatient , 
for waiting St.•ems to occupy :.1n 
ctrrnity. The I hu:y~ arc cranked up 
and the insertion troops loadrcl on. 
~ftoamimC', the gunships from the 
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!21st arc already in the air heading 
for the prearranged landing zone 
(LZ) . 

The area of oprration today is 
approximatc-ly 50 miles northeast 
of Srn· Trang in Chuong Thien 
Province, the mission. !i.earrh and 
rk•ar. Find "Charlie's" snnrtuarics 
and resupply rachcs and destroy 
thcn-1 ; do not allow him time for a 
mass troop buildup. These arc the 
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typ,·s of 01x•rations the 21st ARVN 
Division prides itself in. Rrigadicr 
General Nguyen Vinh Nghi , the 
young, dynamir, division rom­
manclt•r, states, ' ' \Ve protect six 
pro\'inas in the Southern Delta, 
condurtiug search and rk·ar optra­
tions in each of them. \ \'e clear 
senions and stay a limitrd period 
of ti1t1l" to allow the Popul,1r and 
Rl•gional Forces to takr O\'('r con­
trol of tlw pacified an·a. 11 

The ~ncl Company is loaded on 
thl' :,)irk~ and in a 111ntt<•r of seconds 
the six 1 (ucys arc airborne. The 
only sounds to be heard arl· the 
rotors and the· company rommander 
communicating with the lead ship 
with his PRC-25 radio. A few 
minutes later the LZ is spotted. 
Tlte rice paddie~ SC('m to spring to 
life as the gunships roll in. furnish­
ing protl'Ctivc suppressive fire 
with their mini-guns, :\l-60's and 
2 .75 rockets. The dried ri<'c paddies 
;1nd trc·c lines imnwdiatrly burst 
into rlamcs. The slicks tourh down 
and in~tantly thr aggrcs!-ive 
ARVN,s salurat(' a.II ~urrounding 
h<'dgc rows and trrC' lines with 

automatic weapons fil't'. 
~1ov<'tncnt is slow and cautious. 

On this operation a \!-shaped for­
mation is used 1 providing protec­
tion to the front nnd flanks. Th<' 
point clement slows down C'ven 
more. Charlie has been here. Roobv 
traps arr in e\ idenc<' c\·e1)'whcr~. 
Punji stakes, 4-0mm gr<'ni'ldC'S nnd 
105 mm artillery shr-lls an• markrd 
and blown whc-n thc-y arr found. 

Meanwhile, the 121st rontinurs 
to furnish protective fire ovrrhrad. 
Bringing their gunships down to 
almost gound level at high speed, 
the mini-guns and door-gunners rx­
pend their ammo on any suspected 
target. After moving for 300 
meters on the ground, the com­
pany commander receives word 
from the gunships that they arc 
heading back to Soc Trang. With 
the gunships breaking off, the 
ARVN's continue on. 

Suddenly, the troops draw to " 
halt. The point clement has sighted 
a small hootch ahead occupied by 
two Vietnamese women. Cautiously, 
they move forward. T he women do 
not run. Interrogation proves that 
the Viet Cong have h<'en here 
recently. 

The Company continues on. 
Again , the point element spots 
hootches 1 these being surrounded 
by bunkers. Setting up a hasty 
perimeter around the hootches, a. 
squad is sent in to recon the area. 
No resistance is met, but ammo and 
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VNAF slick lifts off for another LZ. 

rice caches are found. The com­
mander directs the squad to con­
tinue. 

In the same instant :in ex­
plosion is heard: mine! A wrll 
concealed 105mm artillery shell 
has been triggered. Immediately, 
the CO pulls his troops bark and 
off tJ1<' main nvcnurs of appronc-h. 
The- medi,·s rush the strctchrrs 
fo1,vard :ind the perimetrr guard 
initiates suppr<'ssin· fire in all di­
rections. 

The wounded arc extracted from 
the area and a squad is sent in to 
blow up the bunkrrs and !<ict fire 
to the hootrhes. Charlie will use 
this base camp no more. 

The Company pulls back and 
sets up another pcrimNcr in a 
rice paddy tha I wi II be used as a 
PZ. Later, the slicks come in to 
pick up the 2nd Company and 
extra rt the wounded. lt is late 
afternoon, but 2nd Company does 
not he.1d b,1,tk to the base c-amp. 
No, they havt'· nnotlwr LZ to 
cncountrr beforr darkness sets in. 
For this is the way the 21st Divi­
sion opcratl'S. 

As MAJ ·Walter ~!. Smith, the 
American advisory division opera­
tions officer and his Vietnamese 
counterpart, l\ [AJ Truong Phuoe 
statrd, "Many times the ARVN's 
will remain out in the field for 
30 to 60 days and have two or 
three mi~sions during the day. 
General Nghi, who plans the daily 

operations, docs his utmost, tactical~ 
ly, to strike the VC hard, fast and 
often, to keep them ofi'-bab,1ce." 

The 2 I st has a big rcsponsi­
bi lity, a Divisional Tactical Area 
(DTA) composing 14,000 square 
miles in the Southern l\Cekong 
Delta. This includes the NVA and 
\ 'C snnrtuary, the U tvlinh Forest. 
Tremendous progress is being made 
throu~h the combined efforts of 
the AR \'N troops and Army Avia­
tion, specifically. the 13th Combat 
A\·iation Battalion. As General 
Nghi said, "The 21st is \'cry proud 
to have the 13Lh Aviation Battalion 
in support of us. \Ve recei\'c the 
best of coopr-rat.ion from them. 
Their pilots arc very couragrous 
and will 0y day or ni~ht for us." 

Rrspcct bctw<'Cn thl' Am<'ricans 
and the Virtn.1mesr is \·cry high. 
CPT John W. Jli,·ks, American 
ad,·isor of the 1st fla11alion of the 
33rd Regiment, and SGT Dennis 
Tavlor, NCO addsor for the same 
B;iu:1lion, rrit<'ratcd many times, 
"Thr ARV:'\ is a very profirient 
soldit·r. He is v<-'ry aggrt's~ive and 
competrnt undrr combat condi­
tions." 

\ Vith the AmC"riranc;, and Vict­
namf'S<' c-oordinMin~ aviation as­
sets from the 13th CA I\ and the 
!'.(round support of the 21st in the 
Mekong Delta, the VC and NV A 
have lf':lrned from experience they 
have "double trouble" to contend 
with. 
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