















































(d) 1ocation of staging area
(e) location of landing area
(f) take off
(g) arming area
(ﬁ) communication check
(1) start
(j) other
d. Administration:
(1) wake up time
(2) mess schedule
(3) miscellenuous:
(a) flash light for nicht flight
(b) instructions to individuals
(4) medical evacuation point
(5) 1location of food for next meal
e. Logistics:
(1) fuel location for refuel
(2) class V location for rearmament
f. Command and Signal:
(1) frequencies for all phases
(2) call signs of supported units
(3) visual signals to be used |
(4) emergency si als
(5) location of commander

(6) rescue and downed aircraft procedures


















_ orbits, and "S*-~turn patterns may be necessary to cover th.. type area

d. When the landing zone has been completely recotnoitered and
no enemy activity is apparent, the escorted flight will be advised that "The
area appears to be clear!, and to commenée approach on a specific heading.

e. When the escorted helicopters are on final approach, the fire
team will be in a2 position to support them.

f. When ?he escorted helicopters are on the ground safely, the
fire team will:

(1) If the area has insufficient ground security or landing
space, and the escorted helicopters plan to remain on the ground, the fire team
will climb to 1500 feet and establish am orbit.

(2) If the escorted helicopters plan to be on the ground for only
a few minutes, the fire team will remain at reconnaissance altitude.

g. When the escorted helicopters are ready to depart the landing gon:¢
they will be escorted by a fire team.
C. Zone Recdnnaissance:

1. Definition: Zone reconnaissance is the directed effort to obtain
detailed information of all routes, terrain, snd enemy forces within a zone
defined by well established paralled boundaries.

2. Techniques -~ The techniques used in zone reconnaissance are
the same as those ﬁsed in area reconnaissancel Boundaries, however may be
operating limits of a particular ground unit rather than terrain features.

D. Route Reconnaissance: |

1. Definition: - Rout :énnais: ace is tl wcted 'fort to obtain

detailed information of all routes, obsatacles, and enemy along a specific route

and the terrain adjacent to the route, which if occupied by the enemy, would



affect'movement along théﬁroute,

2. Techniques: - Reconnaissance of a road, steam, etc. is usually
conducted by a fire team, employing both helicopters the same on side of the route
The fire team may be.supported by a second fire team. If the route is bordered
on either side by trees, the aircraft will stay 50 meters in from the edge of the

tree line.

ITT CONDUCT OF RECONNAISSANCE:

A. High Reconnaissance: -When time permits. the reconnoitering fire team
will first conduct a high reconnaissance, orbiting at 1500 feet at a speed of
80 knots. This will allow the team leader to make a cuick estimate of the si-
tuation beyond the effective range of enemy fire to determine:

1. If enemy fire will be drawn
Critical terrain over which low reconnaissance should be flown
Likely enemy positions

Location of friendly forces. if applicable

wi W

Best ‘approach route for low reconnaissance

6. What particular method of low reconnaissance should be conducted

B. Low Reconnaissance: - A low reconnaissance will be conducted as the

initial action if lack of time or advantages of surprise prohibit a high reconnair
sance. A low reconnaissance will be conducted after the high reconnaissance to
confirm observations made at high altitude, and to obtain additional information
which cannot be obtained at high altitude.

1. venéaral: -For deceptive _ rpc :8, the fire team w'™" desce ~ to
ccntour away from the area and approach it on a predetermined route. Initial-
ir, the temn will avoid flying over suspected enemy AA strong points (ie., huts,

viood lines). If no enemy fire is drawn on the initial reconnaissance, the team


















as stal . in Sub - paragraph e. above.

2. Logistics: Ammunition and fuel resupply is the responsibility
of the supported unit. The mission commander should, however, verify
the availability of same prior to takeoff.

E. Co—-nd and Signal:

l. Command: The senior aircraft commander present will be the mission
comménder, and will be responsible for the implementation of the procedures
outlined in this 5.0.P. in the event of death or incapacitation, the next
ranking man will assume responsibility.

2., Signal: 'I'he- primary communications frequencies wlll be as follows.

a, F.M. Current S.0.I. in effect.

b. UHF: Current company UHF with the light ship monitoring A.T.C.
frequency.

c. VHF: channel 5 or as designated by the mission cammander
NOTE: The U.S. observer will normally have as AN/PRC 25 in his possession
during the entire mission. It is most advisable that he conduct all F.M.
transmissions to his net control, and that the A.C. monitor on the AN/ARC

54. Interphone communications should be provided via a headset for the U.S.

advisor,



ANNEX D
ESCORT:
I PURPOSE: TO establish standard procedures for escort of transport and Dustoff
aircraft.
IT GENERAL: The procedufes used by the armed helicopter platoon may be varied
as the situation requires, depending upon the mission and conditions involved.
A. Normally escort missions for unarmed helicopters will fall into one
of the following catogoties and the armed platoon will use or modify proéedures
in order to most effectively accomplish the mission.
1. Escort Enroute - normally from home airfield to stagefield or
from stagefield to release point.
a. Each fire team is assigned ~ side of the flight, normally
first section on the left, second section the right. Platoon leader has free
cruise.
- b. Fire team will be approximately 400 meters to the rear of
the flight and approximately 200 feet below the flight.
c. Fire teams will break off after flight lands at airfield or
at release point upon the command of the platoon leader.
2. Escort from RP to IZ & out of L2
a. Fire teams will intercept the inbound flight preferably at
1000 feet and one to two miles out from the landing gone: interception may be
made at a lower altitude commensurate with mission reqﬁirements,
b. Fire teams will be : __sroximal .y 400 meters to the rear of
the flight and appfoximately 200 feet below. Fire teams will remain in this
position until the formation passes through about 300 feet, at which time the
armed ships will slow their descent, leveling off at about 200 feet.
c. As the flight lead touches down in the LZ, the fire team leaders

zhould be breaking into their respective orbits.



d. When the flight'departs the LZ, the armed ships again take
up their position and escort the flight to a safe nltitude, normally 1000 feet .

3. When a fife team is used, the same procedures will be féllowed as
outlined above.
L. Escort of Dustoff and/or unarmed aircraft (normally three or less)

a. This type of mission is usually handled by a fire team due to
the usual clese proximity and for coordination purposes.

b. The fire team will pick up the inbound aircraft at an altitude
of from iOO to 1000 feet and one half to two miles out. Approximate escort
distances stated in parsgraph 2b above will be used.

B. Road and River Convoy Escort

1. Convoy escort may be pulled by one fire team or the entire platoon.

2. In conducting road or river convoy escort, a fire team will make
continuous low level reconnaissance one to two kilometers in front of the adwvancing
column, then climb to altitude and maintain surveillance. Continuous reconnais--,
sance in advance of and surveillance above will be conducted until convoy hag

closed at destination.



APPENDIX 1 TO ANNEX D.

SMOKE SCREENS IN LANDING AND PICKUP ZONES.

I. PURPOSE: To establish standard procedures for the employment of smoke
screens during the escort mission.
II. GENERAL: The use of a smoke screen to deny the enemy a clear field
of vision into a landing or pickup zone (incl. downed acft.) may be employed
by this platoon based on a sound evaluation of all the factors of MEIT. The
platoon has the integral capability of generating this acréen through the use
of a specially equipped UH~1D or by use of "Smoke Pots".» In some situations
it may be desireable to change or modify the location of the zone so that
smoke can effectively be employed with regard to the wind, terrain, and known
or suspected enemy.

A. FEmployment of the smoke equipped UH-1D:

1., It will be flown by a cualified AC of the armed platoon and taken
"on station" initially during all operatione for which the 121st Aslt Hel Co.
has primary aviation responsibility.

2. The smoke ship will set up an orbit at 1500! MSL at an RP designated
by "Viking 26" (normally the RP which the transports will overfly enroute to the
landing or pickup zone) If deemed neceésary, the smoke aircraft may overfly the
proposed zone while receiving instructions on platoon frequency regarding area
to be ecreened.

3. Rendevous with the transport flight will be at a point directed by
nyit o 26", Esta "' +h sraft on the side of the flight which will plscs
aircraft along most advantageous flight Path considering the area to be screened.

Smoke aircraft should be located four (4) tp eight (8) helicopter lengths from






2. Pots may be employed in s}uppo‘rt of one trangport or medevac
helicopter or in support of assault landings or pickups. Also they may be
employed in emergency situations, e.g.,a downed aircraft. | .

3. Pots will be placed with consideration for wind, terrain, and
enemy. ‘They should be dropped sufficlently in advence of required use‘timé
(normally two to three minutes) to allow them to reach full producing capa-

bility,



ANMEX E
TARGET ATTACK
I PURPOSE: To establish standard procedures for conduct of target attacks.

IT CONDUCT OF THE MISSION:

A. When conditions permit, c¢ne of the standard attack patterns listed below
‘will be used or modified to most effectively engage the targst.
1. STEAZGHT-IN: Sinplsest and can be used againat any tyne target when

treelines and/or enemy poeitions prevent other trme atiacks.
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Platoon 1 wder will call in strikes to permit clear firing runs at closest

possible interval.












ANNEX F
FORMATI®NS:
I _PURPOSE: To outline standard procedures used by this platoon in formation
flying.
II GENERAL: The formations used by the armed helicopter platoon may be varied
as the situation requires, depending upon the mission and conditions involved.

A. When conditions permit, one of the standard formation patterns listed
below will be used or modified to most effectively accomplish the mission.

1. "V" Formation: normally used for flight from the base field to

another airfield or staging area.
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2. Echelon Formation: also used for flight from the base field to another

airfield or staging area or in place of the column formation.
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3, Tactical Column (Trail): normally used when going from the staging

area to the operational area.

Plt Idr - primary wingman secondary wingmsan
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primary fire secondary fire
team leader team leader
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ANNEX G
SCRAMBLES:
I PURPOSE: To establish standard procedures for conduct of scrambles
IT GENERAL: Scrambles refer tovemergency type missions and &0 not include
missioﬁs in the category of operational immediate
A. OSituation - The company operations officer will normally make the decision
concerning the urgency of the situation at the time the call comes through opera-
tions, although determination many also be made by the commanding officer or his
representative.
B. Mission -~ To get airborne in the safest and most expeditios way possible
C. Execution - When the Viking alert horn is blown or the airfield comes
under mortar and/or ground attack, crew nenbers will immediately proceed to their
aircraft, crank, clear themselves and takeoff.
1. Concept of the Operation

a. When the Viking horn is blown, which is normally for downed
aircraft. platoon or fire team leader will contact Tiger Control after takeoff,
get mission and location, and contact Paddy Control of pigeons.

b. When the airfield is under attack. platoon or fire team leader will
contact downtown MAAG house on FM immediately after takeoff.
2. Coordinating Instructions

a. When the airfield is under attack the Vikings are responsible for
the area north and east of the airfield while the T~-Birds are responsible for
the area south and west.

b. After takeoff, Alpha.fire team will orbit the engineer compound
+o the north of the field. Bravo fire team will orbit in the vicinity of Bai Xau
*swer. Viking Lead will proceed to either arsa and orbit.

| D. Administration & logistics

1. Rearm and refuel will be accomplished at Soc Trang when possible



2. Al@ernate airfields for logistical support are Ba Lieuw and Can
Tho. '
E. Command & Signal
1. Signal
a. Lights on aircraft will be set up each night at dusk as follows:
(1) alpha fire team steady bright, no beacocn
(2) bravo fire team bright flash, no beacon
(3) Viking Lead steady bright with beacon
b. Radios will be set up as follows:
(1) VHF - Channel 5
(2) UHF - Soc Trang Tower frequency
(3) FM - MAAG House frequency
2. Command
a. Coordination to fire will be made with MAAG House prior to
engagement of targets.

b. Normal chain of command in effect.






























platobn.bréaniZation and are designed to augument and reinforce the mission
of the armed platoon.

2. The platoon commander and the two section commanders will decide
the duties to be assigned to individuals with the platoon commander having the
final decision, The details of the following extra duties will not be explai-
ned in this paragraph because most of the duties are self explanafory. Where
some ouestion might arise, the detsils will be explained.

3. EXTRA DUTIES:

a, Platoon Maintanmance Officer
Assistant Meintanance Officer
b, Platoon Armament Officer
Assistant Armament Officer
Co Platooﬁ Communications Officer
Assistant Communications Officer
d. Platoon Awards & Decorations Officer
Assistant Award & Decorations Officer
e. Platoon Administrative Officer
f. Platoon Ammunitions Officer
g. Special project Officers as required.
h,
i.
D. AWARDS & DECORATIONS:
| 1. )caut  of t!  organization of the ™  1g armed p. .oon, submis-
sior. of Awards & Decorations can be efficiently accomplished within the section
cormana, This is also true because, except for certein cases, the fire teams
(Alpha & Bravo) fly as organic Units with the individual most always flying with
his particular fire team.

2. Individual Awards & Decorations will be submitted to the Awards &



Decorations Officer or his Assistant thru the section commander, Also all
statements pertaining to a certain act of valor should be submitted to the
section commanders who will submit the statement td the Award & Decorations
Officer or his assistant. The Awards & Decorations Officer will then Coordi-
nate with the company Awards & Decorstions Officer,

3. Any individusl, regsrdless of his assigned section, may submit
another individual for a wvalor if he happens to be an eyewitness to a par-
ticular valorous act.

e Finally, service awards will be handled by the Platoon Awerds &

Decorations Officer,





