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Captain Jerome J ., Sulllyan 
Comnanding 
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Commanding 
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Captain James G. Hall 
CoDilDi.inding 

2511H SIQNAL DETACHIDlJI 

Captain Roy Ko Long 
Caiunanding 



HJSTORY OF THE 121ST AVIATI ON C0?1FANY IN ·rEE hZ}i.JllLIC (•F wl UTE iJTE,'T !wi 

On ! 5 December 1961 the 93ed 'l'r.nsportation Company departed from 
Qu.ons~. Point , Rhode Is a.nci, a.bQ&rd the U.,S aS o Ca:rr for their long voyage 
rrom their deep rooted homes at Fcrt:. Devens~ ssachusettd~ to a new 
challenge in the Republic of South Viet Nam After arri Ying at Subic 
Ba,y-; Phi:!.,lippine Islands. the company transferred. their men and equip-
ment a.boa.re. the U,,~ oS ,., Pt- •• md contin~ed to Da Nang Viet NamJ art , 
ivjng on 25 J·a.nua:cy-·- 9 : OD l Februa.17 196~_ only six days laterb the 
93rd. Transpo_i-ta.tion Company was operationa and began their dangerous 
flying mi,~sion in Viet Nam~ 

The ~3rd Transportatjcc Compa.py readil,y accepted their ner,, ch...Uengj.ng 
tactiC¥" Idssion of providing air tr.naportation r or combat troops of t~~ 
Jlepubli.o of ~outh Viet Nam to expedite the tactical operations and logi~ 
t i cal ·support in the foniard -re.a of the combat zones : This also inclti.des 
t~ s~a:t.i.cn of_ ~pa,. equipment .nd supplies into inaccesaitu.e ~P 
and the. eva:cua.tian of combi cuua tie : - - · -

- -
·,~~ CJ~-.21 Army helieopters 1•apidly became =1the pack horses of the 

Vi ~ .t-~arnese muntains and jungles•• flying tian_gerous auppl;y rout:.es that a 
f ew mnths e.,rlier took .land part3ies week t.o negoti.tes-. tioon_ the 11eli­
copters crews were much ,.t home shuff'lir...g equ:!.pm.ent across the mounta~~ .. "­
Ioa.ds ':v.¢.ed fro~.,howitzcra attached to slirigs riding be.::.OW tho ships ~q • 
disa_~~}Ilbled. parts o~wo bull dozers which were .flown to a UaS., Army, .. - ' . 
Cpec~ F~rcej:x>utpoat"r.o build an airstrip · · 

. Ort 27 June 1962 $ General Hightower s~~e.cted the 93rd Transportation 
~ and a..tt~hed units as the mo~t outstanding company visited in the 
Repub_J~c of .South Viet Nam _ General Hightower visited a majority of ~~ · . 
organiz:ations \in Viet Nam but chose an aviation unit~ the 93rd Tran~t,i.('ln 
Comp.,ro;. a.s. '.t'~e' most. outstanding . '·; ! · ~ · · 

. ~ . . 
• • Q : 

;~ -~ August 1962 t he 9 3rd Tr..nsporta tion CC!lipal\Y conducted the first ' 
large. ~-le hell'borne oper-.ticn ever condlic.t·eq in t.he I Corps Tact::.c.G. ~one 

• i , .. , . • • 

which td,Qnsi,sted .of iii. two COw.paI"A)" raid . on ·i:,: ~e .Viet Cong 5th Reeion Head= 
quai:t,~ -~ ~ th,e- ·Do-XA area. The ·participation of the 93rd ~ans~.~~ : 
Co:mp~.i~_p~rritttt'ed th~ r-apid ca.pt~e of the Viet Cong ra..ilo st.at ion ahf\ ·t ! -~ · 
ca.use~_i 'e4,'vy casualties to be inflected upon the eneley' . ; -~ : ·' 

, /1, • · i.· .. .. 

. • :· •r--... -.----:---1"'!:"\ . ' .• ~ 3 ,. the 9Jrd Transportation Company participated in 
Oper,a.-tiio · . on _ another air.-.mobile c.o~t assault against a 
hard--cqr~Viat Go.:ig B&tttalian daep in the jutl!les of Provin 
Comp).J.m'.entad by l C C!h.34 .he::..!.coptera of the 1 et Heli-c qua.dron ~~~ :, . 
a hea~ c ~ou.r.d .:.. vg covered the landing zone preventing the first lii"~ ::~~~ 
two 1~ · ·.s ai't.er the ;..i.re--strike~ instead of immediately after the stri)ca_-: .. ' 

.. 

.. 

Q.S ~id~ .Desp:1:te encou.rtering heavy fire from the alerted and prepar~d .. ~ 
Viet ~ the loss of two CR .2 ! helicopters t~ enemy ground fire and the · · • · 
wounding of four crew members., the 93rd Transportation Company sucess~ 
fully completed two air J.itts into the heavilJ- enemy Wested landing zonec 
Of the twelve belicQEterfl ,from the 9.3rd Tral}sportiion Comp~.i, nin~w:e,re 
hi t a.r.d damaged by eneiey-r fire .nr.: two sh down , persons were ldll1ed 
..nd f£;rie ,-ioundeC:. :L1 heli ~opters d"J.:." - 00n IJU ,, All objectives W~ ·• 
take.hi~ .40 Viet Cor-..g ·gueriallas were ki ~ - ri cn~rs were taken .i, . . . , 
many en~,rr.y sup.plies incl udin[. ~ r ::m.1,".lit.i .:>n -:::1J1.P, ware destroyed and valuable 1 
intelligence documents were seized -. !'he ~ ~-·::bo_ogi cal effect of this 
sucess f ul r a.:id deep wi.thin enq held t errit ory was 1.mmeasura.ble , 



I 

·..,n ,;:. Sf:;p · t'!.mber- i 962.:, th'°'-' .a.chrance part~,,- dDp.:::.rtec. iJ, Nang on a c1a.csi~ 
I.1 J. n:i.ssion to relocate the 93rd Trans_port.at:lon Gompa...,zy . On .J9 Sept embe:r.,... 
~ 963 ~h~ 1 &t MQ.:dne Aircraft Wing of Soc T>.~ar.g and t.he 93rd Transportation 
r_;om- 0,y of Da. Nag e.xchinged. locations~ t t, 93rd saJf:i.ng Ja:r·ewell to the 
mour.t..a.ina and jungle thus moving to their }.eesent location at, ::.:oc Trang 
Ail field in the flat Mekong River Delta, A.:ti, lifting the com,'.)any t.o Soc 
1'rc::.ng :required tr-ansportating 47 loads; 8~5 'i.99 pounds of cargo :: t96 U,.2 .- 2 
c..rgn, t:ir.- miles; 5.3 1068 passenger miles and 96 houre of flight ·t;ime~ · ·;On ·• 
23 Se;pte;r;lber 1962:, the first operational mi~3lon in th1;; Delta a"t"ea wa.~r .f1,own

0 

~ ------ p.ve tl On , 17 Daaember 1962 7• ord.Jlrs were receivt.."i assigning tJte 18rJi Aviation 1 -P I p-1t'f""p, 
Op~!I'a.tir~ Detachment from Old..'laW:i, to Soc Tran; per General ~?, USAcGi 
effective e- December 1962; ~e H3th AoOo:J o h\s the mission of facillt.-.tine; 
ell Army flight, operations by pro·liding fp,H1 inf or:;p,;.tion pl ~ li~] da;t.~ . 
~~Qrdi;Jia:tion of d,cy-s night and inatrume.--it f ~ 1ts:,, navir;ational ai s ,, and 
air t ?-!l :r°fic cohtrol for the a:viation unlt to W:\?m it 1s alifiliched. - The· 
f8th AoOo D« isest-.bllshed with 39 Enlisted Mer- and 5 Officers tc p:rovid.~ 
it s~:i.'wtrices for handling a daily air tra.f fic co mt of .so~ At ~oc Trah,i 
the ' 1'$th A'10,, Do normally handles an aircraft eot11t of 1i03 da.1.),1'0 : , · ~ 

:~:n '.tie·cember the 93rd Transportation· Col;n.p.my. ,t1stablished anoth~r -,nµ;J:e>, ' 
sto,n~ ~ . re~ord uy f~ving 1 :,0~7 -2 hcurs in ;., sin".,le m1nth in the liep1i'*-J;i;:e 
of 3~q:f,h. V.:f,.et Nam_- · ' 

ft,:P BAC - 2 Ja.nua..."""" l . ~ 2 Janua:ry 1963 t ,e '/3rd Tra.nsporta.tio;n 
Coi,,ip,~?W 1•· w year on a t-ragi~. note:; Whi .e supporting the:_l7:t}l 
J.1J.fa:r1:~;ry ARVI\T Division from a staging area looated ,t -. smill. dirt stt.1:P 
;.t T_~ }tiep9 the entire flight of ten CJ:-.--2_1. ~r.: .·, Arn..,- helicopters f~om ·, 
~he $ :id Tr&r1spor-t.a.tion Gom.i::,any was a.Iilbu.a.1-ied cy an el -\-renched hard,e<;q.~ -
VieJ.} ,C-6pe roL--ifcr:x Batta.lion on the forth ass...ult l l.'t conmtlt~ing :the 
1:eserve forces .: In the final st:.age of the a,pproach f i t-n contour level .. 
hea.Y,y nac.hine gur. and automatic rifle fire was ·receive I Without regaf.ct. 
for personal safety .:i the ten helicopters proceeded pasi the armored pers~ 
onne~ ~Triers and the main advancing body to land. thei' troops in the 
desigr..:a1t.ed landirg zone - Not onG helicopter aborted or ~·s.iled to com.plet.e 
its ~ ;cision of getting the troops into the landjng zone _ · 

Although hit by ground fire the first four aircra.f t Wt. ... ~ able to 
make successful take offs from the area, The d.'I1;t!i> a,ir~r~ •1.owever . 
was shct do~m due to heavy eround fire The crew of t •1; Mft) 1 -~ -, copter 
unhes.i tatir,.ely di-verted their take off and attempted 10 pick up tt4 e:rf!M 
of t h~ dpwned aircraft and were immediately shot down alsoo The lml~ <· -
zone was untenable due to enemy fire which prevente(j further rescue a.t1. ,~w.p1. . 
T'n.e remainder of the flight departed for the stagin.J; area although the 
~eond craft _had to _make a fdrced landing _gue to damages .from the gc>Utd 
~~d-- The downed crews werelei"'t. to fend for themselves in the 
rice pa:ddiea ahead of the main atta.c~ force wheJ•e they remained under 
ene.zrtr fire for the next e~t hours -. ~e man was dead and five had been 
wounded .by eneiey fir;'J> ..___ 

n--r. r--r-".,,.... ~~ ... -:--~,,. -t-a- ~ "11"' .,..,.ea sesS?nant. of ~Tru.l ce to tl1e seven U ,,...,.,...,.J. -v~..... loAJ" ::., •• ~ bt, ~ ...... 4~ ..w.. ~ 

remaining helicopters revealed o two f)Jr..able, Approx.1.mately one 
hour la.ter information wa.s rece ve rom ground troops in the area tha.t 
firing had subsided and evacuation of the do-tmed crews could be ma.de ~ 

2 
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Toe l"escrue aircraft wa.s landed despi.'i!Je sporadic G="OU."ld fi.-r·e and damage 
to the aircraft, When the loading of the wounded and crews was attempted ., 
tho t :em.po of enezey- fire increased and a heavy volume of fire entered the 
cockpit wcu."lding the pilot ,, This forced the .tlrcra.J.-"t to n:.ka an im:lled­
iate take off leaving the wounded and crews behind :. The aircraft wa.s 
.flown out of the landing zonep but ½ mile a)la:y a forced landing had t~ 
be ma.de ue to damages from the enemy fire , Meanwhile . nt the staging 
areaj' ot co ropid.J,y: r ·epured from_parts £ other 
downed craft" For the remaining hours of the afternoon - amiil'-!:..Lt on 
and medical evacuations were flown by these ships into the first three 
landing zones-

Apprcxx:imately eight hours from the time they were shot down, the 
crews and their wounded were finally picked up· by ARVN armored personnel 
carriers ::- Then they had to ride for approximate~ two hours through at­
tacks with the armored personnel carriers until an area was reached where 
they could be evacuated by helicopter 

At the days end.,, rrln~~ wounded and rone killed in 
action ., Of the ten he,:i--copters conmttted on the mission all en had been 
hit by enerey- .f'ire5 :four had been shot down and· o~ tlu~ee helicopters . 
were flyable to return to the airfield , --

-on 3 and 4 January_ ma:inter. :it,D.Ce personnel from the 9Jr- Transportation 
Compar.y flew to the downed aircraft and with disregMI"d for their personal.. 
safety and o~ concern for their equipment and the ultimate recovery of 
the da.-mo:i aircraft, they went into the areas for two d~s under hostile 
fire . r~ia.ining there to effect repairs -. · 

The heroism.i esprit~&=corps and comradship displqed throughout the 
entire .action ufholds the common knowledge of the spirit the officers 
and men of the 93rd Trmsporta.tion Com~ ha.ve as being perhaps am:>ng 
the best if not the best in the Arreyr 

On to January t963~ the 93rd Transportation Company suffered another 
air tragedy when a CH=21 Lelicopter from the 57th Transix>rtation Company 
enroute from Soc Tra."'lg to Saigon crashed with three 9Jrd officers riding · 
as passengerso All seven persons aboard the aircraft; were killed The 
three officers from the 93rd Transportation Company were Captain Donald 
B., Toth i, 1st It lewis. L: Stone and 1st IJ; Charles M:. Fitts 

On the brighter side in Januar,y" the uni't received a pl..Qtful 9 mon~'l 
Benga.J. ti_:or masoot na.:1ed 11Tuffy11 from MAAG Laos, Arter his arrivc'J.l.s Tuf'.fy 
was sr1'r..raeed \.'1th attention and arr~ion from Privates to Generals., 
Turfy was good natured£, pltqful and usually harmless , For many in the 
COl!IFa.rJY a scratch or scar from Turfy was a treasured memory never to be 
forgotten,, Tuffytis diet was not that of a normal tiger- His favorite 
dishes :included wci.-i3r3 ~ sbeaks ., meat balls and spaghetti-. In the cool 
of the eveniligs Turfy a.llllQ¥s took his daily swim in his own privato swim­
ming pool-, Thus with a playful Bengal tiger as compaey mascot . the members 
or the $'3rd Tran::,portation Company soon became widel.3 lmown as the Soc 
~a.rig E1J·ing Tigers.-

• 

11arc Ma.jo:r Edw~d C- Seymour~ the present ooI:lll!.ll'lders uosum--
ed corn- 't e 93rd Transport.ationeompany relieving Major Paul E,; Ewing 
who was reassigned to the 45th Transportation Battal.ion at Ton Son Nhut · 



•• 

. . 
. 2.7 ~Mar the J;irst Machine Bun :Patoon► of 1, officer and 20 

e l.!.sted men, arrived for 90 dqs TDY from the· 25th Infantry Division in 
ail for duty .. as gunners on the CII-21 helicoptera of the 93rd. Tra.nspor- . 

a.tion Colr-.pa;ny:) 

25 June 196 the 93rd Transporat.1on ~ waa redesign&ted 
t.he ti.on CompalV" (Ah J,bbile Itght) reta.1nirlg the:lr men~ ~ 
t ¥ location and hist01"7 l) 

· Al!o in Junes Tuttrs tha Soo '!':lug User ·cot weighing are 250 pouMS · 
ancl 15 mont..lts old: departed the 121st; Av1atian ~ for the To1-sdo Ohio 
Zaoo Tutt7 no longer will have b1e QWn pnvate pool but, will also auf!er 

· a reducticn 1n rank from Number 1 Top T.1ger of the \21st, An&ttion ~ 
to Number 6 Bengal Tiger ot the Toledo Ohio Zoo11 

In Jull", th• 121st Av:tat!on. Ccaq)acQ' topped their pNm.ou reaord ~- . 
ing Um by b&Ving a bus7 tl.Jhg nmth tot.ali.ng 1 ~061. hoan. 

~ August ~& the t21& Mat.ion ecq,-, again eatabliehecl an­
other cord b7 ha~ the JArgest DeooratJ.cns and Allarda Presentation• 
Cerelll>IJ1' in the histo17 of Viet Nam b7 decorating fort our (44) 1ndiv1-
dual8 (a:bm>st ~ ot th COJIIJ)aXQ" ).. 14.aitenant Colonel W~ • U Pb1ll.1Pla 
CQ!"JIJIMizlg Offtcer of the Del.ta A11atton Wi:uaa. IQ kaJor Bdward Co 
Seyn,ur.9 CODDlllder ot the 121at AT1at.1on CclDp&rq presented OJl th1a data .. 
three :Q_) PSetf~hed Fl1'in8 Crosal cne (f) Brome Star With Valors 
tbini--'.ewen (17 A1r Medals and t.lft7-.tour ~ rat Clust.era to 
the A1r ..Heda,l.., . . 

'th..~-h01'01o actionat harclwork., devot.1on to dll't.¥ and in acme cases 
the aacr:lfice of their lives in service !or t.heir ~. the am ot the 
t2tat A'Viation CoJnpal'Q' proudly clatra with honor to be the lll5T decorabed . 
COlllplln1' 1n Viet 11'\Jll with the mm h&v,1n8 ~cd 7 Bronai Star With VilorJ. 
4 5 ltle\1ne11A~bli¥Jr: F~ 4;l'o ~:l# ~ -~ 408"-Jc laat Cluetera to 
the Air Medal~ ad / "t' Pm-pi. Hearts~ · · 

. 1n Augu,st; - the 121st Aviation Ccmpaio- ap1n ton,ed the tOOO hour a 
mon~ .. ~k ·b.7 tq.tng 1 :019,, 1 bom-e,; . . . 

• ♦ •. I • 

~ a~tion oi the outstanding a9l"Vice and aappcri rendered the 
2nd ~nt17 Diviaian ( ARVH) clur1ng the aancmct of canbat open.t,1.cn~•• t'. ~ 
reads the maaripMon on ane ot the nm-e 1mpart;ant, unit citatiana of the 
JDU1¥ arazodecl this CCIDplnT durin& the periocl thq have been 1n V1- Nani . 
nror outGtf:Dding ~ service end auppal't 1n OCIJlbat• .. 

During the short period ot t.~ the 121st Aviaticn ~ baa been 
in Viet. la, it. baa estahliahed ~ mUestones and NOQl'ds to 1ncl,ude 
having flown /t;c:'-$1_f8hours~ COJ!l)leted ~ :2-0/ aortiea, hauled Ff '3' ~ '3s2-
pomda ot oargot transported~£. 7 p paaaangera and evacuated ~ //:J'J medioal 
C&S111lties , 7 ,, 

As ~dcnced throughout the hist027 stated above" the aooompU.shment.a, 
milest.anea and reCOl"ds 1n additi<Xi to being t.be MOST decorated unit in 
Viet Nam ... one can read1l7 see~ the men claim "1th honor. proapt and pride,; 
the 121 at Aviation c~ Home ot the Soc Trang Tigers(' 
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LIST OF COMMANDERS 
------ -..- .. 1'11Q ........ _.. ...... __.._. 

SOC TRANG ARHY AIRFIELD 
------ ~- ... -'Qi,18 --------- ·---~---

121ST AVIATIO!~ COMPANY 
lllht-... ........_ ............. 

Captain John H.. Anderson 
COllL anding 

Captain William. H. .. Fonshell 
Executive Officer 

80TH T1LANSPORTATION m;TA<nll•IBNT 
--• zz a ..» -- I •~t ■!I ....,__. 

Captain Jerome J .. Sullivan 
Connuanding 

).ftU!..:iYIATION OPEii.ATlON DETACHMENT 

Captain David A Q Harpman 
Commanding 

13/tth){EDICAL DETACHMEJ-!t .. 

Captain James G,. Hall 
Commanding 

~h SIGNAL DETACHl-iENT 

Captain Roy K" Long 
Corouariding 

5th QUAR~ASTER DETACHMENT 

Captain John H ~ Anderson 
Commanding 



HISTORY OF THE 121ST AVIATION COMPANY IN •rHE h2 HJBLIC OF :5C UT!: 1/IE'l' lW-f 

Cn 15 December 1961, the 93ed Transportation Com,an,y deparled from 
Quons~. Point , Rhode Island: a.boa.rd the UoSoSo Ca.tT for their long voyage 
from their deep rooted homes at Fort; Devme.,, Massachusetta1., to a new 
challenge in the Republic of South Viet N&IU_ Af'ter arri -ring at Subic 
Bay_~ Ph11.;Lippine Islands. the compaey- transferred their men and equip­
ment a.boa.re. the Uo5 .,$ ,, Princeton md cont.in~ed to Da Nang Viet Nam~ ai-r-• 
ivmg on 25 January 1963~ <Al l Febru-r;y 196~. only six dqe later~ the 
93rd Tra,nsp~rt...tion Company was operational anci began their dangerous 
f l.yin~ .~s.sion in Viet Nam, 

\ . . · . .. _.. , 

· 1he ~3rd Transportation C~ r~d:f :cy- accepted their n• cha.Ue~ 
tactica;,L mission of providing air transportation tor combat, troops of t.¥ 
Uepubli!J of ::.out.h Viet Nam to expeaite t he t.at.ie&l operation• ,md lagi&-, 
tical 'support in t.he forward &reNi&& or the comb&t acmes. Thia also inclh<:les 
transport.,a:~ion of troopa. equir..ment an<i supplies into :f.Jl&cce•iblo a.roia 
and t .he. evacuation o:t con.bat c:aaualitiea- · 

'.~:e CI!---21 Ar.-riv helicopters rapid:q became "the pack horses of the 
Viet ~ese ioountains and jw1glesu 1':cying dangerous au.pp).1' rout,os that a 
few nxmths e.,rlier took .!And par-Uies week ~ negotate- Soon. the heli­
copters Qrews were ,+mich .i.t home 6huffllr~ equ!pm~t across the mount.in~.~ 
Ioa.ds '~~l. ~ fr~_,,hoidtzcrs attached to slings riding be:OW tho ships ~ . 
disa.~~bled. part.s or two bull dozera which were t"lown to a u~s ,.. Arrq ,,..:.,. 
Cpec~illi'F~rces outpost to build an airstrip ' ·. 

. Qti 27 June 1962P General Hightower se,~e.ot ed the 93rd Transportation 

. ; 

~ .and ~:t.t-;ched units a.a the mo~t outs.tand,ing Compa?Q' viaited in the 
Republic or . South Viet Nam_ General Hightower 'Yi.sited a majorit:, of. ~e · . : 
organ:iz.a¾ons \in Viet Nam but chose an aviation unit, the 93rd Traru,~t.'.i<'n ., 
Ccm~~ 'as. '.t,~e• most outstanding... ' ·1 ! ·' • • 

• • t • 

\ . ' 
·

1
~ ·~ August 1962_ the 93rd Transi:ortation Ccmpan;y conducted the firl3t · 

J.ar~ ~:r:e he_liborne oper-.tion ever cond.u'c.t:ec; in t.he I Corpe Tact.:.c..:'.. -C:one 
which ~nsi,st.ed ,of .. tw-o coo.pai-.y raid . on t : re '.Vi~t ~ng 5th Reeion Hoad­
qu~~ -~ •:tb;e Do· XA area - The ·parliicipa.tion or the 93rd Tranapo~~ ; 
Compal}~ .Ji~rrtltt·ed the ra.pid ca.pt ure of the Viet Cong ra..ilo et-at ion ~ -~ .: ·! · 
caus~~tie.Q.,v;y casualties to be inflected upon the enem;y ~ ;·.:.'.;~. 

I " , . 

· .D'd ~O Allt,"'Uat 196':.. the 93rd Transport.ation CoJDpan7 participated in · 
Oper,a.tioh.· ,nr.m Son II" _ another air.-.mobil.e ®•t aaelllllt against, a 
hard--,co,r~t' Viet G:>ng B..ttallon deap in the jqles of Quan& N&ai Province 
COinp]JJlient.ed. by lC CH,~.34 .he:i.copters of the let Helicopter Squadron ~ ;, 
a. he~ u ,ou..'ld fvg covered the landing zone preventing the first lif'' ·: \. : :. ; 
two h,d,ii.rs ar.ter the pre- strike JI instead or immedia.tely a.fter the stril'e ·:. ~ 

. . 
' J' 
I 

. \ 

as ~dd , Despite enc.ourtering heavy fire from the alert.ed and prepar~d .. ~ 
Viet ~'ng the loss of two CH- 2 ! helicopt9ra t~ enerq ground fire and the · • · ... 
wounding of four crew mem.bers.11 the 93rd Transportation Cotlpl,DY eucess ... 
fully completed two air ~s into the hea.vi~ enem;y infested hnding zo~e .. 
Of the twelv;e helicopters from the 93rd Transportation Compa.q. nin~ W'.~ 
hit and darna.ged by eneJD¥ f ire .nc.: t wo shot down , Six persons were kill;ed 
.nd f't;t-e, \-iounded. L"1 helicopt er s d-..iring II Lim Son II" ,, All objecti ves ~ · 
t akehi: 40 Viet Cor..g gueria.11.as were killec!~ six prisone.rs were taken~ . . . • 
many e~,rr.y SU.?plies :L.'1::ludin[, ;.i1 ~..utlti~n ~ ware destroyeu .md valuable f 
intelligence docwn.ents were seized -, !he 1,-:::,-~"h.ological ef.lect of t his 
sucessful r aid deep w:i.t.r:5n enq held territocy w-.s immeasurable • 



tr~ 12 S;;;1-1ternber i 962& th~ &Uivance party dcp~rtec. Da. Hang on a cla~3i­
r, •' ' •d.~sion t.o relocate the 93rd Transportat,ion Gompa.YJY . On t9 September 

Qt-,'.J t.he 1st Narine Aircraft Wing of Soc 'Irang and tht.l 93rd Transportation 
r;or: ey of Da Nag exchanged locations_p th-, 93rd saying f'ai·ei•rnll to the 

,ou.ni..c:.ins and jungle thus moving to their p,esent location a.t ~oc Trang 
Ai:r:f:.€..l .d in the flat Mekong River Delta~ A.11• lifting the com::,any to 3oc 
Tril.Ilg .required tr..nsportating 47 lo~s> U;,5 '1..99 pounds of c&rg0; l,96 t42:2 
c.i.rgo=ton miles; 53 ~068 passenger miles and 96 hours ot flight ~ime ) · ·: On 
23 .:~eptember 1 962 .- the first operational mi~ sion in the Delta .irea wa9 i i.own, 

On W Deee.mber 1962 , ordars were reeeiVl•i assigning the 18\ih Aviation 
Op~.l!'-3.ting Detachment from Oki."la.w:.i to Soc Tran .., per General Order. 45 !' U5.A'.:G t 
effective ~ December 1962.., -Yne ~:8th A,, C10.'.J,, h ·s the ID.l.ssion of facilitating 
a.ll A:rr:zy flight. operations by providing flight Worm.a.ti on pla.nnil".g d&t.a _ 
.:-0orqina:'don of dQY s night and instrument flig \ts~, naviea.tional a.ids" _. .md 
air tr.a.ffic cohtrol for the a:V"ic.t1.on unit to w.:?m it is attached- The·· 
18th · A~ O .. Dc is established wittl 39 i.nllsted Me: and :> Officers tc provia~ 
it ~Gririees for handllr.ig a. daily air traffic comt of ,SO,:; At 00c Trap.s~ 
the 1$th A,,O(, Do- normally hancUes an aircraft cot,1.t or ~O) daily0 · , · 

f ~ · .'December the 93rd Transportation· Col7zpany 1.:stablished anoth~r -~ · 
stqI?,~ ~ _re~ord liy flying 1 _. 0,7 , 2 hcu.rs in ti. sit·,le :ar.nth in the l:e:pu'l}~ti 
of ~~•-fth . V~et Nam.- · . 

. Pir BAC .,.,. 2 J.mua.ry 196.3, On 2 Janua.cy 1963 t ,.,::, ';.3rd Transporta►i:Op. 
Cor.ipDfJV ~tarted t!:e new year on a traeic :nate ., W1u .e supporting the .?·th 
J.nra·?ltry .ARVW Division from a staging area located ,", a smtll dirt str1::p 
:;.t ~ ,J-aep9 the entire !'light of ten CP.- 2_1. '..'. ,.: . Arr..,· helicopters fy'o,m ·, 
't;.he $ ;rd. Tr....r1Bport.~tion Gomf..JIY was --.L".bu.shed cy an et\ renched hard ... ~.e -
Vis·'J .◊-ir,e: !'oL-ifcr.:;x_ Batta.lion on the for+-21 ass..ult l \. ·t committing 'the 
.reserve f crces., Jn the final st.age of the approach fl -~ 11 contour level. 
hea,vy ma.chine g..:r • .md automatic rifle fire was receive,1. Without rega.i-d 
fol' personal safety:;, the ten helicopters proceeded pa.s'l the armored pers-­
or..1"lO~ ~riers and the mai."1 advancing body to la.n.d. the1 , troops in the 
desic_--;r:a.ted landing zone - Not one helicopter abor-ted or :. ailed to cOI!lJ.)1ete 
its m.'.ssi on of getting the troops j_nto the landjng zone -

Although hit by ground fire the first four aircraft wt..·~ able to 
make successful take offs from the area- The fifth aiT~aft ~ ½.owever . 
was shct down due to heavy eround fire - The crew of tie sixth 1 - · licopter 
unhesit,~tinely diverted their take off and attempted t o pick up tt'1 erew 
of th~ downed aircraft and were immediately shot down alsoo The lan .. ,.,., 
zone was untenable due to eneiey fire which preventer.• further rescue at·1..<:I1p .. 
The remainder of the flight departed for the stagin;; area although the 
second aircraft had to make a f4rced l.and.i?'...g due tc, damages from the grow·,j 
fire received- The downed crews were left to fend ror themselves in the 
r ice paddies ahead of the main attacking force whe1·e they remained under 
en~ fire for the next eight hours .-. One man was dead and five ha.d been 
wounded .by eneiey fire .., 

~ r::::rt....~. -~ Gt!C &ta,_:).nc; area _) asses~nt, of damage to , tl1,: 5eve:r1 
remtlning helicopter~ revealed only two were flyable 1 Appro.x...unavel;y one 
hour later information was received from ground troops in the area. that 
f iril1& had subsided and ev~cuation or the do.,med crews could be ma.de . 
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The r escue aircr ...ft was landed despii,E:.l sporadic D"Ound fir·e an.a. damage 
t o the air-craft ; When the loading of the wounded and era.a was attempted . 
tho t :empo of enemy fire increased and a heavy volume of fire entered the 
cockpit wcunding the pilot ,, This forced the aircraft to Ir.aka an imned-
1.ate take off leaving the wounded and crews behind:. The aircraft wa.s 
flown out of the landing zone~ but½ mile .»tlfJ:¥ a forced landin8 had to 
be ma.de due to damages from the enemy fire , ~anwhile . at the staging 
area.!.' two other helicopters had been rapidly repaired from parts of othe1· 
downed aircraft -. For the remaining hours of the afternoon .- amm1-mit.ion 
and medical evacuations were flown by these ships into the first three 
landine zones -

Approximately eight hours from the time they were shot down, the 
crews and their wounded were fin..Dy picked up· by ARVN armored personnel 
carriers:, Then they had to ride for approximate)3 two hours through at--. 
tacks with the .a-mored personnel carriers until an area was raachf'"j where 
they could be evacuated. by helicopter 

At the da.ys end.,, nine Americans had been wounded. and one killed in 
action, Of the teu helicopters comnitted on the mission all ten had been 
hit by enemy fire$ four had been shot down and· only three helicopters . 
were flyable to return to the airfield . 

-on 3 and 4 Ja.'luary _ mainter. mce personnel from the 93rd Transportation 
Compar..y flew to the downed aircraft and with disregill"d for their personal 
safety and on:cy conaern for their equipment and the ultimate recovery o! 
the da.med. aircraft I they went into the areas for two days under hostile 
fire . r"'0a.ining there to effect repairs -. ' 

The heroism~ esprite---0.e=corps and comradship displqed throughout the 
entir·e .action UP1olds the common lmowledge or the spirit the officers 
and men of the 93rd Transportation Company have as being perhaps among 
the best if not the best in the Arrt'3-

0n tO January t96J:- the 93rd Tranaport.tion Company suffered another 
air tragedy when a CH,,,2] helicopter from the 57th Transportation Company 
enroute from Soc Trang to Saigon crashed with three 93rd officers riding 
as passengers,, All seven persons aboard the aircra.rt; were killed~ The 
th.rec .officers .from the 93rd Transport.ation Company were Captain Donald 
B-i Toth/, 1st It I&ds L: Stona and 1st. It Charles M: Fitts · 

On the brighter side in Js.nu;;ry . the unit: received a pl~l 9 m::>nth 
Bengal t.iz;er ma.soot named 11Tuffy11 from ¥.AAG I.aosc After his arrivals Tuffy 
was src.rsred t.'"ith attention and arr~tion from Privates to Generals? 
Tufty was good natureds, p~l and usually harmless, For many in the 
COllIFa.rJY a scratch or scar from Tuffy was a treasured mem:>ry never t o be 
forgotten" Tuify I s diet was not that o.f a normal tiger • His favorite 
dishes included wci,.--i:3r3 ~ s"beaks ; meat balls and spaghetti-, In the cool 
of the evening£ Tuffy ahrqs took his daily swim in his own private swim-· 
ming pool,,. Thus with a. playful Bengal ti.ger as company mascot . the members 
or tho S'.3rd Tranoporta.tion Company soon beca:ne widely known as the Soc 
Trang E].Jing Tigers , 

Cn 4 March 1963 : Major Edward C- SeyI!]Our~ the present OOI!l!D.'.lllder .:7 nosun:. • 
ed cora::u..nd of the 93rd Transportation Company relieving l-!ajor Paul E-:, Ewing 
who was rea::;signed to the 45th Transportation Battalion nt Ton Son Nh.ut .. 



•• 
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On 2.7 ,Marah 1963s the J;i.rst Ma.ohina Bui1 )iJ.Atoc:m ., of , officer and 20 
enl!.sted men, arrived for 90 dq TDI fro the 25th Infantry Division in 
Hawill for dllty &S gunn on the CB-21 ell era the 93rd 'rranopor-
tati.:m Coll:.p~~ 

Ori 2, Jun 1963 the 93rd Iriln8J,ol"1i&¥:Lon {.,Qlil!Pll]~ 
as the 121st ~ n c~ {Air Mo 
ment • location and hist.01'7, 

Also in Jurua. TuftJ I ths S ._,_ ti4 ~111111, WC&hing over 250 pounds 
and ,s months old: d parted the 121st. ~ 1an OcllilPUrl tor he Tolado Ob1o 
Zoon Tutty no loag will have b1e ~ JriT&te pool bat will also alfter 

· a reduction in rank tr1D N\lrllbel- 1 'lop T1g or the 121 • A: :t1i ~ 
to Number 6 Bemgal 'rig ot the Toledo Cldo ?,oo" 

In Jul1', the 121st Avi&t1on 0anpmv topped their nrnV"'lmlUI record fly­
ing time b7 1-'ri.ng a wq tl1'1ns umth totaliJJg 1 ~ houn 

Cb 23 Aug\lst 963s the 121 st. kdatioD ~ &in ut&bliahed an · 
other record by' having the largest ~ and IMarda PreseataUona 
Cerea>~ 1n the h1&tor7 ot Viet la by deool'&Ung tOl't7-tour (44) 1nd1Vi­
dllala (almost i of the ~) 14.eutenant ClolDllal. Wape IJ. Ph1ll1pa, 
Cormand1ng Otticer ot the Delta Aviation Battalion. 111d or EdW'ard Co 
Seynour.ll Ccmnander of the 121st AYiatJ.on ~ pr on t,ld.s da.ta . 
three{.).} Distinguished 1~ Crosa1 Oil. ( t ) Brome Star VS.th al.or, 
tbirt,7.-;eevan ("Sf) Air Medale and tifty,-.tour (54) Oak Iaa.t Cluster-a to 
the A1r ,Medal') 

'lh-""Ou,ib-heroic actions! hardwork, d~ion to du.1-.¥ and in same cases 
the Rcrifiee ot their livee 1n service tor their Q01.Ult.l7, the mm ot .t.h 
121at A'Viation ~ prou.db" 'MooWIJ'" with barm- to be the KET clecorabed 
company hi Viet ~'Ull With the men hav;z:g .cd 7 Bron&e Star Vith V&lor; -
-9-~ ~c. F~ Qrom :,_,,],<f Air_.~~"')£39 Oak I.eat Cluster• to 

tho Air Medal.1 .nd > 2-Pul-pl.e Hearts_ JI. 

. Jh August the 121st Aviation 0onq>mw' 1&11.n toppod. the 1000 hour a 
DPn~ .. ~~ ·~ t].y.1.ng 1. ~9,, 1 hours-: • . 

~,L appreciation ot the outstanding eemca and aippori; rendai"ed: the. 
2nd ~~try D1Tia1on (ARYN) dur1n.g the oanduct. of combat operat.1.an~;/ · ~ 
reada the inscription an one ot the mre ~ unit citati011S o! tha 
Jl'.llln7 awarded this C0IDpanY' during the p,r1od t,ha7 haw been 1n Viet, Nani . 
"tor ootst~ding aontiinuais service mid eu.ppart; 1n C<lllbat,• ~ 

During the short period of time tho 121st ATi&ticm Oo1Jl)QlV' baa been 
in Viet. Nam, it has est&bllehed ma.ey- milestones and rooords to incl.ude 
having fiown 1Si,t>10 hours , coq>l.eted..-u1 sr:>6 aortiea, hauled 1.y; /f:.O" /~l 
pound.a of cargo, trans~9/','fj' p&GSeng'V8 Ind evacuo.1-ed '1 5 , 1 medical 
casualties, ~ A j, " 1: 3 o sf-,, 1;,...3 ~ 

As evidenced throughout the histor7 stated abov the aoc:om.1'1LisbJzlents, 
milest.onea and records in additicxi to be1n& the K>6T decorated unit in 
Viet Nam ... one can reaMq see wh7 the men claim with honor, pranpt and pride:; 

~ the t21 at Aviation Comp~ Home of the Soc Trq Tigersc 
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I AP BAO 

SOC TRAUG TIGERS 
SONG SHEET 

TUNE, (Ch 'fop or Old Smokey) 

Verse 1 o We ware called into Tan Hiep· 
en Jamt.17 Two 

We would nnar have gone there 
It ve•d cxiq ~ 

2o We were aupporting the ARVNS 
A grOllp without guts 

Attacld.ng & Y1llage 
Of st.raw covered huts 

3t) A ten copter miasion 
A humlred troop load 

1hree l1tt,s are now over 
A fourth on the road 

J+i> The VCDs start shooting 
They .fire & big blast 

We oft load the ARV.ANS 
The sit on their ass 

So ~ copter 1a crippled 
Another sits down 

Attempting a rescue 
Nair there is two on the ground 

I 

6Q A Huer returns now 
To g:Lve them sane aid 

'!he vc, s a.re so accurate 
The:, shoat; oft a blade 

?o Four Pilots are wounded 
Two Crewman are dead 

When its all over 
A good dq. tor the Red 

So They lq in the'~ 
All covered with slime 

A Hell ot a aun bath 
Eight hours at a time 

-

9~ An armored Battalion 
Just stqed in a trance 

One Captain died trying 
To make them advance 

100 The paratroops landed 
A magn1fteent aislt. 

1'here vaa hand to hand ccmJbat, 
But no VC 11 a in sight-

11 o When the news vaa reported 
'lbe. ARVANS had wen . 

The vco a are J m\Shing 
0'91." .their. captured guns. 

120 All pilots take warning -~ 
When tree lines are near 

UJt•a lam those dam copt,en 
Ona mile to the rear 
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1n tbe 
tbree-,eialillll.l~ 

Up .,..,_t.beadft8olt 
ta1m JOI& al.1.'N eaSd • 
along the old ~ •11 
Mnin td.th Mad•• Ttd. 
nude Madam ?11110 ad 
old :r«etm&, w•ll be a Aw.1..-wn 

llJSIC Ia• . 
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