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Each platoon is an integral part of the total operation and the effectiveness of
the unit is largely determined by the strength and coordination of each platoon.
The Tigers have the strength and coordination which has established the reputation

of “The Famed Soc Trang Tigers”.
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CAPTURED ENEMY WEAPONS.

DOWN WIND TAKE OFF
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| 1215 WATION  CONPANY (AML) [ |
A I SOC THANG TIGERS i
| I COMMAMIING FRST SERGEANT

THE 121 AVIATION COMPANY
ORDERLY ROOM

THE FAMED SOC TRANG TIGERS
RETURN FROM A COMBAT
ASSAULT MISSION
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THE FAMED SOC TRANG TIGERS
PERFORM A FLYBY.

AVIONICS AND 336TH AVN CO. AREA
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C&C WITH TIGER "6"
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MAINTENANCE PERSONNEL WORK
LONG HOURS REPAIRING ENGINES., . .

.. .ROTOR HEADS. ..

.. .AND TRACKING BLADES.







A WELL EQUIPPED REPAIR
SHOP ENABLES AVIONICS
TO KEEP RADIOS IN WORKING
CONDITION.

A LINE CREW PROVIDES IMMEDIATE
ON THE SPOT REPAIRS,
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MAP SKETCH OF THE MEKONG DELTA
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The rivers together with the numerous streams and canals and the flooded rice
paddies in the wet season give the impression to one observing from the air that
the country is predominantly under water. This effect is minimized during the dry
season which lasts from December to late in May when the smaller streams and
canals dry up with the rice paddies. : '

The Mekong Delta is a rice growing region producing over two-thirds of the
food produced in the Republic of Vietnam and having over half of the country’s
population. It is an area rich in natural resources which is tremendously important
to the Vietnamese people. This is the operating territory of the 121st Aviation Com-

pany, (Assault Helicopter) —“The Famed Soc Trang Tigers"”.
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WHAT AWAITS IN THE TREE LINE?

FRIENDLY PATROL



A PICTORIAL RECORD
OF A
COMBAT ASSAULT
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IT IS STILL DARK WHEN THE TRANSPORTS BRING THE
COMMAND GROUP TO THE STAGE FIELD

THE TRANSPORTS LINE UP AND THEN AWAIT THE TROOPS AT
DAYBREAK THE LIFTS BEGIN
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THE GUNSHIPS PREPARE THE LANDING ZONE FOR THE
INCOMING TRANSPORTS

A LITTLE SUPPRESSION HELPS TO KEEP THE VIET CONG FROM
SHOOTING AT THE TRANSPORTS
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THE TROOPS UNLOAD
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AND THE AIRCRAFT ARE AIRBORNE AGAIN WITHIN TEN SECONDS

SOMETIMES THE FLIGHT HAS TO STAY LOW TO AVOID ENEMY GROUND FIRE
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UPON RETURNING TO THE STAGEFIELD THE DOOR GUNNERS REFUEL THE AIRCRAFT

Y

SOMETIMES THE CREW CHIEF COMES OVER TO OFFER LITTLE ASSISTANCE
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1

FORMATION IS V'S OF FIVE AS THE TRANSPORTS RETURN TO PICK UP TROOPS,

THE FORMATION THEN CHANGES TO STRAIGHT TRAIL AS THE
TRANSPORTS DESCEND
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A PILOT'S-EYE VIEW OF THE PICK UP ZONE. THE TROOPS LOOK READY.
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THE AIRCRAFT CROWD INTO THE PICK UP ZONE AS THE TROOPS PREPARE TO LOAD.
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IF AN
AIRCRA
FT GOE
S DOW
N AT A
FIELD LOCATION A C
HINOO
K WILL
SLING |
T OUT
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During the period from 29 January until 29 February the pilots flew a com-
bined 1o‘rccllof 7,860 hours while the aircraft were in the air for 3,840 hours. The
combined efforts of the gunships accounted for 416 Viet Cong KBA and 10 WBA.
In addition they sank 141 sampans and destroyed 152 structures. The action took
place under extremely adverse conditions and often these air crews went several
days without sleep. The ground crews kept their heavy work loads in addition to
manning the perimeter each night. The outstanding performance of the pilots and
crews proved once again that no matter what the conditions, “If there is a Job to

do, The Tigers will-do it”.
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PERSONNEL WATCH AS HIGH PERFORMANCE AIRCRAFT DROP NAPALM IN-
TO THE TIGER'S TAIL .

BLACK SMOKE RISES FROM THE NAPALM BOMBS AS VIET CONG POSITIONS
IN THE TIGER'S TAIL ARE DESTROYED,
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AIRFIELD PERSONNEL UTILIZED THE AIRCRAFT REVETMENTS FOR PERIMETER DE-
FENSE. FOR THREE WEEKS EVERYONE SPENT THEIR NIGHTS IN THESE DEFEN-

SIVE POSITIONS.

AT
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AT DAYBREAK THE WEARY TROOPS FOUND A COMFORTABLE POSITION AND
HAD NO DIFFICULTY SLEEPING.
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FIREFLY

The “bug” completed another very outstanding year as it proved once more
that “Charlie” can be stopped at night. Their constant vigilance during the hours
of darkness often broke up Viet Cong attacks on friendly outposts or units while their
lightning quick reactions prevented the Viet Cong from continuing mortar attacks
on Soc Trang Army Airfield.

The devastating firepower packed by “Viking Surprise”, with its .50 caliber
machinegun, two M60s and 40mm grenade launchers, often surprised the Viet Colng
in a very unpleasant manner. When the big searchlight on “Surprise” put VC sam-
pans or units in the spotlight, the gunships would roll on target providing timely
and unbelievably accurate fire on targets. '

This highly successful techniques used by the firefly team have taught “Charlie”
that he is not safe at night and enabled the friendly personnel to relax a little at
night when they knew the “bug” was overhead. Firefly accounted for hundreds of
sampans and Viet Cong casualties during the past year, and their outstanding per-

formance has been a great asset in the struggle for freedom in the Mekong Delta.
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A 40MM GRENADE LAUNCHER PROVIDES VIKING SURPRISE WITH AN ADDED PUNCH

PLARES ASSIST THE GUNSHIPS DURING THEIR SEARCH FOR VIET CONG MORTAR POSITIONS
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THE SOC TRANG PX (ONE OF

— samw
Lt S\
: THE BEST IN THE DELTA) IS

| ALWAYS CROWDED,

THE POST CHAPEL OFFERS
REGULAR SERVICES FOR
ALL DENOMINATIONS.

A LARGE SWIMMING POOL
OFFERS SOME RELIEF FROM
THE EXTREMELY HUMID CLIMATE







WHEN MAIL ARRIVES IT IS
IMMEDIATELY UNLOADED AND
SORTED OUT.

OF COURSE IT NEVER STAYS IN
ONE PLACE VERY LONG. MAIL IS
THE BIGGEST EVENT OF EACH DAY.

ON THE OTHER HAND THE MESS
HALL USUALLY GATHERS A FAIR
SHARE OF THE PERSONNEL,



CIVIC ACTION

The Civic Action Program at Ba Xuyen Province is a very worthy project. The
121st helps support the Providence Orphanage by giving donations sent from home.
Families, Chdrches, and Fraternal Orders of members of the 121st send boxes of
light clothing, soap and other hygiene articles to Viet Nam, where the 121st takes
them to the Orphanage for the small children and babies.

The children are visited and loved by members of the 121st. On special occa-
sions they are brought out to the airfield for a party and the great affection shown
by the men of the 121st. '
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EASTER PARTY
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“NOT SO CLOSE”

""CATCH"
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“NOBODY KILLED"

"CHEERS” b




———
U3 Anuay
4K 0351

4TH OF JULY PARTY

Miss PHUC

Miss TRANG
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