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Letter of Felcome

Chaplain, Captain, Charles B. Prewiti, 822064
Office of the Chaplain
Kirtland AFB, New Nexico

Dear Chaplain Prewitt

I have received word that you are scheduled to report

to our organization, as my replacement, in December.
Felcome to Nha Trangl I have certainly enjoyed my tour
here. In fact, I consider it the best of my career so
Sfer. WNhen I arrived last December, our unit here was
guite small. There were plans for a buildup, which huave
now been reallzed. Last month, a second chaplain of

the Roman Catholic faith reported for duty. WFe expect

a second assistant to arrive momentarily.

Let me tell you a bit about the base. Nha Trang is
located on the South China Sea approximately 200 miles
up the coast from Saigon. It was used by the French
and Fletnamese as a seaslide resort - and was known as
the Riviera of Southeast Asia. The beach is beautiful,
and swimming is the best I’ve found anywhere. The only
problem is that I’ve not had time to visit the beach in
six months.

For the first six months of my tour, I was the only military
chaplain permanently assigned to Xha Trang. KNow we have

ten chaplains here — two Air Force and eight Army.
Currently, the Air Force operates out of a hotel-head-
guarters and a cantonment area., The Chaplain’s office

is located in the hotel, and we have a chapel in the
carntonment area. There are 14 religious services weekly

in our chapel. Our Group commander, Colonel Jones, i

an active supporter of the chapel program, and he is

anrious to do anything to help us.

I have been selected for the end of tour debriefing progran.
I may be leaving early in December, in order to stop by
PACAF headguarters to brief on my way to the States. So,

I may not be here when you arrive, depending upon when you
leave the States. The sooner you can arrive, the better,

so that we might have ¢ few days together.



Under construction now, and scheduled for occupancy in
late November is a new Air Force base across the runway
Sfrom our present cantonment area. In the plans is a
chapel-theatre combination hopefully slated for com-—-
pletion in Pebruary. WFith the difficulty in receiving
materials, it may or may not make the deadline. The
Second 4ir Division Staff chaplain shares with us the
belief that this will be inadeguate for a complete
prograem. He is presently working on plans for a 250
seat chapel to be built in-house, which would be

much more desirable. I will get the building sited

on the new base, but you will have the responsibility
of seeing it constructed during your tour,

Housing at the present time is critical., I have livead
tn a Villa with eight officers stnce last 4pril. 1T
believe that the opening of the BOQ’s on the new base
will relieve the problem, so that when you arrive you
will have no difficulty finding a place to stay.

The inforpation that I have indicates that you have

a date of rank as Captain of November 1961, So you

wtll be the Group chaplain. Jim Thompson, our RC man,
has been in service for two years. He’s a fine person -
born and raised in Ireland - and very easy to get along
with.

If you can think of any guestions - let me know.
The N¥COIC of our office came over shortly after me,
so we will be returning to the US at the same time.
You witll hagve a new man as your assistant.

Again, welcome to Nha Trang, and I would appreciate
hearing from you as to your plans for reporting.

-~
Jns £ Hamn—
JANES E, FLINN
Chaplain, Captain, USAF
Group Chaplain



