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At first | was surprised to find these English speakers in the tiny town of Boten but it sort

of makes sense. The border station would probably want at least one person fluent in
English.

The next morning we rode past a half dozen heavy trucks covered with canvas, their
drivers sitting or standing outside smoking cigarettes. We reached a big steel pole across

the road. Above the gate in a concrete booth a couple border guards stood watch.

"Eric! You may pass," one of the guards yelled down. My drinking buddy Phon happéned
to be on duty.

Next: First Impressions of China.
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