
On F bruary 18, 19 S, a. traditional Lao cer ony was held to COlll:i•to 
tlie beginning of construction of t e first building of a n teacher tr ing 
chool for Lao • e c 1, whi2h is off ci~ known a the Ecol rie 

de gogi (though atill calledi.'ma.ny th National ueat · on Center, or ....... -~.., 
'C) , i• locat in a heavily woo<i ar nine kil t r north or th city 

ot Vi ntian • Its existence i a symbol of a practioa.l, persistent erican 
tfort to help train otian teache ror Laotian s oola. 

that 
in the in titution 
o an e!tectiY 

h entire etudi nt body of the P is 1n residence at the school. They 
e of 0¥ r ti!tp bulldi , including the in dminietration building, 

24 do tori , nine cla roo buildin a, two workshop, an intir , an 
auditorium., a kitch n, thr e dining hall , snd a d onstration eehool. 

All of the buildings at the eole Superieure re constructed th 
co erpart tun provid by t ric id pro • e total cost ot 
construction, includin water, electticity, an other utilities, was 
approximately 1,000,000 in kips. A! ditional co truction is pro d !or 
l.9 4, d of is al.re und my. 

!!'!... ormal Schools 

In ad ition to the cole Sup rie , th re are thre other t c er 
trainin& choola e. Known s Normal choo , they serve the co try on 

regiorial basis. is locat d 1n Pak e in th outh, another is in L 
P~ in north, and the thi , which c titutes one ction of t 
cole Superieure 1n Vi ntiane, eervea t e central pa.rt ot Lao • Each of the 
o Schools enroll approximately seventy student during the 1963-64 

school year. 

The o Schools at Pake an Pr&b wer 
counterpart fund f the rican aid pro r Each C811Jl)lll8 

ad c admini tration buildi , two donnitoriea, c :bined dining 
auditor1 , a kite , and faculty housing. A d nstration school ie 

e ntly under con truction at ch c ter. total cost of construct on 
t Pak and Luan Prabang wa appro.ximat ly 6,300,000 kip and 7,120,0CO kip 

re p ctively. 
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ote: ro 1922 to 1942 el tary t c re w re trained !or one year or 1 e 
at certain d orustr tion •choole in the country. In 1942, a t -ye training 
course w eet bl1ehed which later be a four-year pro r • In Octob r, 
1960t th old Ecol ormale in Vientiane tranaf re to the Ecole Superieure 
( 0). 

lb! Training Coura • 

Three type• ot teacher training progr s are pre ntly available in Laoa. 
Th y are f'amillarly known s th one-year program, th our-year progr and 
th three-y ar program. The student in all th se pro r receive free room, 
board, and tuition and a onthly atip nd rr the gove t. 

!!:!!. ,£!l!-Z!,E progr 1 off er d at the Normal School• in Pakse, Lusng-
Prab and ientian • Thia i• an accelerat course which qualili • the 
tu nte to teach 1n grad • l - 3 in th vill chool.a. Students are recruited 

tor thi progr after they hav co plet at least the sixth year ot el tary 
chool. They ace pt in the o 1 School• on th ba 1 of a competitive 

'"'.Al"""" .. -tion. The students uet be Lao ci tiz , at le t ei teen 7ear of 
ge, and muet have edical certificate ehowin th y are phy ic&ll7 ca ble of 

carrying out the duties of a teacher. They agree that, upon co pl tion of their 
training course, they 'Will teach for at l t !ive y •, wh rev ir the Minietr.r 
of cation y wi h to assign th • 

_ ~-~ progr i• t e principal training · course at the cole 
Superieure. The selection of student• i made fro sixth grade graduate in a 
mann r similar to th one-y ar progr • Upon compl tion or thie 1'aining 
course the etudenta have the equivalent of a tenth ad ducation and are 
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qual.1t1 tot ach in gr •• 4 - 6 1n the el ntar;y choola. and a 
grad• 7 or grade in ae on •chool•. 

Th thr!e-D!£ at the Ecole Superiwre i• t high at level ot 
t a r training preeent available in Laos. tudenta ter thie pl°' gr 
after th• tenth 7ear in regular aeeo achoole er upon c pletion of the 
tour-year progr t the P. Their training, lihich ia in eith.r Arte ot 
Ci4mMe, qualltiee the to teach in the eeventh, eighth, ninth and t th grad a 

ot • cond.ary achoole. 

_ Section 1 & apecial training pro offer at the oole 
Superieul'9. The tudenta in thia course aduate at the e l.ev 1 and h&Ye 
the s qualifications aa the atud • in th thre -year program but in st 
ca.a a they a.re re ruit after pl tion ot gr • eit}lt and receive a total 
of five y ar ot training. 

I 

' r of Gr uatea of All Pro • • 
: 

: IC : 
I :One-Year at'l'hree-lear ' lli • . 
s tPro s I Pro I ection : TOTAL: 
I J I • • 
JI : : I J I 

•l-9 2 ' 60 I I l J 60 
: I : 

: I : I I 

tl963 : a 180 I 6 I 366 • 
I : I I s I 

I I I : ' : l 

11964 l 215 I 5 J 20 I s J 425 I 

;~ J: . J : I • 

!h!. Curricu1 

rican technician& haYe been cl ely associated lid.th all aapecta ot th 
te cher training pr r in Laos, incl din the important am so t 
perplexing pro which ari • ecause or difference in attitudes and 
concept • The e change elowJ.7, but it 1• evident. th t ch ge are being • · 

ericana ve !elt that th ed cat1ona.l. progr wa eo tim a too 
a o and that it t toward• creat white collar mentallty that 

aa not gr atly h lpful for th develo ent of th country. For thi rea on, 
t ount of support baa b given to expanding the traditional 

curricul to incl gardening, animal ebandry, art and er a, woodworking, 
h e onomica and other practica.l. a.rte subj eta. 
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Productiv wo experienc a an ual labor have b en pres nted. an 
integral part or education, with th aim or emphasizing the dignity of labor 
an of cultivating skill in working with the hand • 

ricana have suppo thos cte o! the curricul. which would 
pr erve and develop Lao cult e, incl ing speci~ the u e of th Lao 
language a.a a or in truction enever re aible. It 111 recognized, 
haw v r, th t tering a second language ia an sential key to higher educa-· 
tion. 

Anoth r primary aim ia to encourag a love of countcy and a willingne s to 
ork hard and to acri!ice for th develo nt or th country. rican have 
phaaizecl the importance of rec iv.i.ng student into the training schools trom 

minority groupe in Laos in order to asei t in the social unitication of the 
country. 

Strees is given to pr paring u t for a dual responsibility in the 
rut.ur : first, as teach ra, s condly, u c :unity 1 ad.er • Ba.sic moral 

spiritual value are phaeized, and team eporta and student government 
activities are couraged in order to dev op ae t• of leadership and 
cooperation. 

rican upport i• being provided to build an ad quat• ecience progr 
in the curricul. • .An inter t in sci nee is growing and, by means of labo-
r tory experience p ob olving aituations of various kinda, a th 
of •cientific attit • i• gradually be developed by etud nta. 

!h!. -.st....., .. 

The te r training pro am is und r the direction of • ou lanchard 
d la Bro e, official of the o Mini try of uc tion. • Blanchard ia 

aisted by two dir ctore of atudi (one Lao, one Fr ch) and an international 
t ching staff d• up of 37 French, 16 Am ricana, about 15 Lao, thre Thai, 
and two British instructors. 

Fourt•en o! the American t c ra r plltyed by the International 
oluntary S rvice, under contract to S Am. IVS te bere have been 

working with the teacher training ogr in La inc 1959. They are pr-'-"· ......... -............ 
concerned with pr instruction in n ero practical art• subject , but 
they have e invaluable contributions to all p a of the program. 

chigan Univer ity has provid another group of instructors under · \ 
contract to US AID. own aa the South at A ian R gional English Project, 
thi up has been involv d w.tth the teaching of English in Thailand am 
Vi t a well as taos. Th group has be n responsible !or organizing and 
opera ing the llsh e otion t P. Only on chi an Univ reity t cher is 
orld.ng at th c nter during the present school year. ho British instructors . 

with the Col Pl.an and one American on contr et to USIS also ssiating 
with he lieh language instructional progr • 
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Most of the classe in the four-year and the three-y ar program.a re given 
in French and are taught inly by in tructora fro France. · A few classes are 
taught in the Lao la.nguag by Lao instructors and by three teachere from 
Thailand who are working in Laos by agr e nt of the Thai government and with 
the support of US AID. Both La.o and Thai t chere giv instruction in the 
one-y ar program wh re classes are conducted entire~ in Lao. 

· Ii -. Future Pl& 

..... " In addition to the training programs previously outlined, two oth r 
programs are in an active planning stag • The .first ot the will be for either 
two or three years' duration and will eventiial.ly gra.cluate tuients who will 
hav the ~quivalent of the bachelor 1 s degree and thus be qualified to teach in 
any of the s condary grad s. The second o:t these progr will be tor either 
two or thr e year ' duration snd will graduat tudents lllho will have the 
equivalent of the .master' degree and thue b qualified to te ch in th training 
institution th selves. The first of these progr 1• pl nned to begin in 
Sept er, 1964. 

The teacher training sub-activity will be considered completed when Laos 
h¥ developed the programe, start, and ra.cilitiee it n d to tr in teachers 
for all grad of th public school.a and. the teacher training school • At that 
ti.me, Lao will have eom.plet teacher training progr which will b largely 
autonoi oue and sel.t'-suataining. Lao cant hen uee its native languag aa the 

edium of instruction and csn detennine the curricula for it public schools 
and teacher training institution • It can then r gulate the number of teachers 
tr annually to fit its fluct ting economic and ocial needa. ihen, an:l 
only when, th ee things can talce place can the Unit d Sta.tee truly claim to 
h ve rend r atisfactory assistance to Laos in the field of t acher training. 


