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FOREWORD

The wealth of Southeast Asia is largely fallow. And yet its potential
is enormous. About 200 million people live in an area considerably
larger than Europe. The natural resources in this area are many, many
times more valuable than in Europe. The land is fertile, the climate is
benign, the subsoil is rich in minerals, in petroleum and even in pre-
cious stones. The mighty rivers, which flow from the eternal snows of
the Himalayas and are nourished by the monsoons, are a boundless
source for hydroelectric power. In short, this part of the world has every
reason to expect that it will become one of the most prosperous regions
on earth.

Southeast Asia lacks two essentials to realize that prosperity. One is
capital investment; and the other is human skills. It is clear, however,
that the capital can not usefully flow unless there are people who are
trained to use it to develop their wealth. The cultivation of the soil is
the natural vocation of the Southeast Asian. But its cultivation by
modern methods, which involve labor saving devices, water control,
rural electrification and chemical fertilizers require that the farmer
possess certain skills and a significant amount of literacy.

The new generation growing up in Southeast Asia today can break
out of the centuries-old tyranny of the soil and become its master if
it can develop the skills to learn the new agricultural methods. To do
this, tomorrow’s farmer does not need a college degree. but he needs
at least a few years of basic education so that he can read and write,
do his sums, and absorb technical instruction. He must get that edu-
cation now, as a schoolboy, so that his family of the future will have
a better life.

The problem of elementary education is difficult to overcome, but it
is not impossible. In Laos, with a population of about 2,500,000, there
were only about 20,000 school children in 1947. Twenty years later,
in 1967, there are nearly 200,000. This progress has been achieved
almost entirely as a result of United States assistance to education.
And, as always, in the process of expanding education, the limiting
factor has been the availability of teachers. The slow, patient process
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of training teachers has had to precede the spread of knowledge to the
countryside.

In this essential first task, International Voluntary Services, Inc. has
played a key role. The Education Team of IVS has devoted its energies
primarily to the teacher training centers which are described in this
report. I can think of no more satisfying endeavor for a young Ameri-
can man or woman than to participate in this work. Their rewards,
like the crops in the fields of Southeast Asia, literally grow before their
eyes.
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William H. Sullivan
American Ambassador
April 4, 1967
Vientiane, Laos











































































