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FEW AMER I CAN LEG ION POSTS ARE AS COLORFUL AS THE 
GENERALS WARD AND CHENNAULT POST NO. 1, STILL OPERA­
TI f\G IN EXILE FOR OVER 32 YEARS FRCl'I ITS ORIGINAL 
HEADQUARTERS IN THE AMERICAN CLUB, SHANGHAI, CHit-IO.. 

NJNE CAN MATCH ITS SURVIVAL. 

ITS MEMBERSHIP SINCE IT WAS FIRST CHARTERED 2 0 
l\PRIL 1520 HAS BCEN MADE U? OF EXCITING PEOPLE. 
SINCE ITS INCEPT ION IT HAS BEEN A COLLECTI()>J OF 
INTERESTil\G MEN AND WCl'IEN FROM ALL WALKS OF LIFE. 
NEARLY ALL HAVE CLOSED CHAPTERS IN THE "BOOK OF 
LIFE". THEY ARE VOLUNTEERS. MANY MUST REMAIN NAME-
LESS, FACELESS, PLACELESS DUE TO THE NATURE OF 
THEIR CALLING. !"OST HAVE BEEN IN CLOSE FORWARD 
ECHELON SUPPORT, FI GHTI f\G WHEN NEEDED . NEARLY ALL 
HAVE PROLOl\GED EXPOSURE IN "NO MANS LAND". THEY 
K1'CW THE ST ll\G OF BATTLE. THEY HAVE SEEN THEIR 
CCl'IRADES FALL, !\£VER TO RISE AGAIN. THEY KN!),; FIRST 
HAND THE WIA, MIA, KIA, POW. Pl()>JEER TYPE AMERICANS 
OF THE FIRST WATER. RUGGED 11'01VIDUALS WITH FINELY 
t-IJNED SK ILLS OF ALL TYPES AND NEEDS. 

ONE POST NAMESAKE IS FREDERICK TOWNSEND WARD, BORN 
1831, IN SALEM, MASSACHUSETTS. HE RAN AWAY FROM 
rKJME. LATER ON A CHINA BOUND CLIPPER AT 17 HE FOU-
GHT COASTAL PIRATES AND UNRULY DECK HANDS. HE GOT 
INTO THE MEXICAN REVOLUTl()>J. AND IN 1859 WENT TO 
CHINA WHERE THERE WAS STILL SOME FIGHTING GOING ()\! . 

THE TAIPINGS WERE USING RELIGION TO COVER LOOTil\G 
AND REBELLI ON AGAINST THE MANCHUS. 

WARD CAl"E, OFFERED THE MANO-IJS HELP, FITTED OUT A 
RIVERBOAT, RECAPTURED A TAIPll\G HELD TO¥.N, AN:J WAS 
OFFERED us$ 75,000 PER CITY TO CONTINUE THE WAR. 
WARD RECRUITED Ef\GLISH SE.Al-'EN AS OFFICERS , PHILIP-
P 11\CS AN:J OTHER FREELANCERS LI KE HI MS ELF. THE Ef\G­
LI SH TRIED TO JAIL HIM BUT THE MANCHUS ELEVATED HIM 
TO MllNDARIN, THIRD CLASS, MADE HIM A GENERAL, APPRO­
VED A CHINESE WIFE, AND THUS TOOK HIM OUT OF THE 
ENGLISH JURISDICTION. 

FURTHER ATTACKS WERE SUCCESSFUL. BUT AT TZEKI IN 
1862 HE WAS HIT IN THE THROAT AND DIED NEXT DAY. 
LATER THE CHINESE ENSHRINED HIM IN A TC»'B AT SUl\G­
KIANG AN:J MADE HIM A SAINT IN THE C()>JFUCIAN CALEN-
DAR. IN USA, THE CIVIL WAR WAS ON. WHO CARED ABOUT 
A MERCENllRY IN FAR OFF CHINA. 

W.J"OiARLES GOROON, ROYAL Elol;il.JEERS, ENiLTSJ-MPN, 
TOOK OVER WARD'S "EVER VICTORIOUS ARMY" CCl'IPLETED 
THE JOB, GOT ALL TrE PUBLICITY AND LATER WAS K1'0WN 
AS "CHINESE GOROON". HE DIED IN THE SE I GE OF KHART-
1-0JM. SUDl'N . 

THE 'IANCHUS RENIGGED ON PAYING WARD. SO THE t'O'IEY 
GOT LOST IN THE USUAL ORIENTAL FOG. HOWEVER, WHEN 
THE BOXER INDEi'f'llTIES WERE SETTLED, WARD'S HEIRS 
WERE AWARDED US$ 368, 237 PAYABLE IN GOLD. A FRIEND 
WAS REMEM3ERED. 

THE OTHER POST Nl'MESAKE IS CLAIRE LEE CHENNAULT, AN 
ACTIVE POST MEMBER DURING THE REORGANIZATION AFTER 
WWII. FOR THIS, HE WAS NOMINATED, ELECTED, BUT HIS 
NAME COULD l\CT BE USED UNTIL 1958 WHEN HE MADE TH~ 
FINAL QUALIFICATION . 

CHENNAULT CAME TO CH!t-IO. IN 1937. HIS US ARMY CAREER 
ENDED, CHINA CALLED HIM TO GIVE THEM A CONFIDENTIAL 
APPRA ISAL OF THEIR AIR FORCE. IT WAS FOR THREE t'O'l-
THS AT US$ 1,000 PER, PLUS EXPENSES, ETC, AND THE 
RIGHT TO FLY ANY AIRCRAFT THEY HAD. HE WENT. 

ON 7 JULY 1937 THE MARCO POLO BRIDGE INCIDENT C#'C. 
ABOUT . THE JAPANESE ARMY INVADED CHINA. THE WAR 
WAS ON. CHENNAULT OFFERED GIJVO CHIANG KAl-SHEK HIS 
SERVICES. TWO DAYS LATER SAl'E WAS ACCEPTED. ORDERS 
WERE TO "TAKE OVER, TRAIN CHINESE Al R FORCE" . SO 
BEGAN A METE RO IT IC CAREER OF AN AMER I CAN IN CH It-IO. 
WILLll\G TO FIGHT FOR THE FREEOOM OF OTHERS. 
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AMERICANS LAUGHED AT HIM WHEN HE WAS SENT TO WARN 
THOSE IN SHAl'GiAI THAT THE JAPANESE INVASl()>J WAS 
IM-11NENT. THE JAPANESE CAME. THEN THE AMERICANS 
REAL I ZED IT WAS FOR KEEPS. POST MEMBERS JO !NED 
THE SHANGHAI VOLUNTEER CORPS TO PROTECT THE INTER­
NATICJ'.IAL SETTLEMENT. SO DID OTHERS. THEY WERE IN 
M.JFTI. AMERICANS STOOD UP TO BE COUNTED AGAIN. 

BUT THE JAPANESE STRATEGY THEN WAS AGAINST THE 
CHINESE. ONLY AFTER PEARL HARBOR DID THE ~ ES-
CAPING AMERICANS GET INTO THE POOTLNG INTERNMENT 
AN:J POW CAMPS • LEG I ON POST ADJUTANT, FRANK !"ORT I -
MER HAD ALL THE POST RECORDS PUT INTO BO.l'lD VOLUMES 
N-0 STORED THEM IN HIS a..N GODO.N (WAREl-OJSE). LA­
TER THE JAPANESE QUARTERED TROOPS JN THE BUILDING 
HAD THEY FOUND THE ARCHIVES, MJRTil'ER WOULD HAVE 
BEEN EXECUTED. THEY DIDN'T. HE SURVIVED . AND RE-
TURNED AFTER THE JAPA'ESE SURRENDER TO CLAIM THEM . 

IN 1939, HITLER WAS CONTIM.111\G HIS SUCCESSES IN 
EUROPE. IN 1940 US PRESIDENT FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT 
AUTf-1'.lRIZED RECRUITil\G AMERICANS AS PILOTS AND AIR 
SUPPORT CREWS FOR AN AMER I CAN VOLUNTEER GROUP TO 
HELP THE CHINESE AIR FORCE. THE US ARl'ED SERVICES, 
ALSO STRUGGLll\G FOR MEN, DID l\CT WANT TO RELEASE 
THEIR BEST ()>JES. SO CHEN'lAUL T GOT THE "CAST OFF"S 
SO TO SPEAK . BUT HE KNEW, FOR HIS TYPE OF OPERA-
TJ()>J, THEY WERE THE BEST KIND OF FIGHTERS. VOL-
UNTEERS WHO hl'.J\JLD l\CT WORRY ABOUT THE OODS, THE 
INCONVENIENCES, N-0 WOULD HAVE THE BASIC IMPROVIS­
IONl'J.. 11\GEMJITY TO SURVIVE UNDER !"OST />NY C01'01TION • 

SHORTLY AFTER PEARL HARBOR DAY, WITH THE JAPANESE 
WIN\IING EVERY WHERE, THE AVG BECAl"E OPERATICJ'.IAL. 
CHEl'l'WJLTS MEN REFLECTED HIS TRAINil\G . THE HIGH 
KILL RATIO WAS THERE. ALSO HE HAD PERFECTED A 
Cor-M...NICATIONS NETWORK, STILL BEING USED, TO GIVE 
ADVP#:.E WARNil\G. WHEN THE AVG WAS DISBANDED, HE 
COM'-ll'NDED THE CHINA AIR TASK FORCE. LATER THIS BE-
CAME THE 14TH AIR FORCE WITH MAJ GEN CLAIRE LEE 
CHENNAULT, · NOW BACK IN THE US ARMY, CCM'1A1'0 I f\G • 

TC"1ARDS END OF WWI I HE WAS RELi EVED AND SENT BACK 
TO USA, HIS DUTIES OVER. 

AFTER WWI I, HE RETURl'.ED TO CHINA, AND IN A Sf-1'.lE 
STRil\G OPERATION, OBTAINED SURPLUS C- 46 AND C-47 
AIRCRAFT, LOCATED SOME OF HIS OLD FLI GHT AND LINE 
PEOPLE ANO CREATED 1'.HAT EVENTUALLY BECAME KNOW-I ~S 
"CIVIL AIR TRANSPORT". THE EVENTUAL LLFELINE N-0 
BACKBONE TO FREE t-IO.TIONALI ST CHINA . 

THE LEGION POST WAS REACTIVATED WITH FRANK D 1-0RT­
IMER AS ACTING ADJUTANT. CH8'.NAULT BECAME CHAIR­
MllN OF THE EXECUTIVE CCM1ITTEE ANf1 TOOK AN ACTIVE 
PART. HE PERSONALLY PAID FOR M.JCH OF WARD'S TCMl 
REHABILITATION. WORK HANDLED BY C.A.S . HELSETH, 
THEN POST ADJUTANT AND CCNSTRUCTION MAN . ON 22 
l\CVEl'llER 1948, THE POST WENT INTO EX I LE. RECORDS 
ANO FUNDS WERE BOXED IN AN OLD NAVY A"M..J'.llTION 
LOCKER AND SENT TO AMERICAN LEG ION NATIONAL HEAD-
QUARTERS IN INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA. HELSETH KEPT 
A COPY OF THE 1948 ROSTER WITH HIM. HE KEPT IN 
TOUCH . 

AT HCN'.iKON:;, AT THE BAR IN THE PEN\IISULA f-1'.lTEL, IN 
KOWLOON, HE MET WITH SEVERAL OF THE MEMBERS AND A 
SET OF GROUND RULES WERE ESTABLISHED. SD CN 3 AUG­
UST 1949, HE BECJ!l"E THE COl'MAl-OER FOR THE POST THAT 
WAS TO OPERATE IN EXILE UNTIL THE RETURN TO CHINA 
COULD 6E ACCa-\PLISHED. HELSETH WAS GIVEN COMPLETE 
AUTHORITY TO ACT IN \..HAT EVER CAPACI TY NEEDED. TO 
APPOINT AN:J CHANGE AS REQUIRED ANY OFFICERS OR RE­
SPONSIBILITIES OF THE POST TO MEET />NY CIRClJ'1STANCE 
FOR />NY SITUATION WHICH MIGHT COME UP. THE POST 
WAS TO BE WHERE EVER HE H\Jf\G HIS HAT. HE TRAVELED. 
HE WAS IN OVERSEAS CONSTRUCT ION. 1'C ONE KNEW WHAT 
THE FUTURE HELD, NOR WORR I ED . IT W/>S THE WAY OF 
THE LIFE. SOMEHOW THE POST WOULD SURVIVE. 
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THE CHINESE COMvuNISTS WERE WINNING. NATIONALIST CHINA 
TROOPS FELL BACK. CIVIL AIR TRANSPORT DREW J\J"MUNITJON DROP 
DUTIES. LATER NAME TABBED AS "HARD RICE". THEY HAULED 
FOOD, MEDICAL SUPPLIES, AND "HARD RICE" TO THE BELEAGURED 
INTERIOR CITIES STILL HOLDING OUT AGAINS1 THE INFLUX FROM 
THE NORTH 

THE CIVIL AIR TRANSPORT BECAME THE "WORLDS MOST SHOT AT 
AIRLINE". THE NATIONALISTS FELL BACK. THE OTHER TWO AIR­
LINES FOLDED. PAN AM'S CNAC AND THE OTHER CATC AIR LINE 
FOLDED. CATC HAD SOME PILOTS DEFECT AND TAKE THE AIRCRAFT 
TO THE NORTH. BOTH FLEW l"OST OF THEIR AIRCRAFT AND SUP­
PLIES TO HONGKONG FOR STOR.Al;E. CIVIL AIR TRANSPORT KEPT 
ON FLYING. 

US PRESIDENT HARRY TRUMAN AND CONGRESS REALIZED THAT WORLD 
COM'1UNISM HAD TO BE CONTAINED. THE COLD WAR FACTORS STAR­
TED. GENERAL WILLIAM DONOVAN OF THE W.411 OFFICE OF STRA­
TEGIC SERVICES CAME OUT AND REALIZED THAT CHENNAULTS ORGAN­
IZATION WERE MASTERS OF GUERRILLA SUPPORT AND WARFARE. SO 
DONOVAN ARRANGED FINANCING FOR CHENNAULT TO BUY THE NOW 
SURPLUS AIRPLANES AND SUPPLIES IN HONGKONG. WHEN THE PUR­
CHASE WAS APPROVED BY THE UNITED KINGDOM EQUIVALENT TO THE 
US SUPREME COURT, THE US AIRFORCE HAD AN AIRCRAFT CARRIER 
JUST OFFSHORE HONKKONG TO STEAM JN THAT DAY AND MAKE THE 
PICK UP. THERE ARE MANY TALES OF THIS. EVEN TO ONE ABOUT 
A DIS/\BLED ANCHOR WINCH \.IH!CH NO PARTS WERE AVAILABLE. 
SO THE MEN TOOK A HUGH TRUCK DROVE IT BACK AND FORTH ON 
THE DECK AND USED THAT POWER TO RAISE THE ANCHOR. 

CAT STARTED DRAWING EXTRA SPECIAL PROJECT ASSIGNMENTS. IT 
BECAME A WORKING ARM TO HELP THE CAUSE AS DIRECTED BY THE 
PRESIDENT AND HIS ASSISTANTS IN VARIOUS CAPACITIES. 

WITH THE KOREAN FRACAS, CAT PICKED UP EVEN MJRE ORDERS. 

LATER WHEN THE FRENCH WERE CORNERED AT DIEN BEIN PHU, US 
PRESIDENT EI:ENHOWER REFUSED DIRECT US MILITARY INTER­
VENTION. SO USAF C-119 ' S WERE SUPPLIED TO CAT'S MUFTI 
CLAD FLIGHT CREWS AND THAT AIRLIFT COST CAT l"ORE CASUL­
TIES. ONE WAS ALREADY BECOMING A LEGEND IN HIS OWN RIGHT. 
POST MEMBER JAMES E MC GOVERN, THE "EARTHQUAKE MC GOON. 
CAPTAINS SNODDY AND SCHWARTZ DID NOT RETURN FROM A FLIGHT . 
BOTH WERE OR HAD BEEN POST MEMBERS . OTHERS LOST TOO. 

CHENNAULT PASSED lN 1958. AND CONGRESS IN THE LAST FEW 
DAYS OF HIS LIFE, PROMOTED HIM TO LT GEN USA RET. HE WAS 
LAID TO REST AT ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETARY. THE POST HAD 
MEMBERS ATTENDING SERVICES. 

THE POST WAS RENAMED. 

BY THIS TIME CASH HELSETH, WIFE EMMY, AND SON CHARLES WERE 
SETTLED DOWN IN ENCINO, CALIFORNIA AND WORKING FOR A MAJOR 
OIL COMPANY IN MARKETING CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTAJNENCE COV­
ERING THE SOUTHWEST UNITED STATES. 

HE STARTED MEETING WITH THE AMERICAN CHINESE POST - 528, LA, 
THEN IN ITS DOLDRUMS TOO. ANNUAL DINNERS WERE SCHEDULED 
FOR CHINESE NEW YEARS. THIS IN TIME BECAME A POWERFUL 
DRAWING CARD WHICH THE POST tt 528 STILL CARRIES ON IN A 
SPLENDID TRADITION. THEY AWARD THEIR SCHOLARSHIPS AND OTHER 
1-()N()RARJUMS TO LOCAL CITIZENS AND WORK IN CONJUNCTION WITH 
THE FRENCH HOSPITAL THERE IN LA CHINATOWN. TWO l'O'S AND 
A DENTIST, HAVE BEEN MAINSTAYS IN THIS POST ALL THIS TIME. 

LATER WITH THE FRENCH OUT OF INDO CHINA, THE USA TRIED TO 
HANDLE A POLICE ACTION. US PRESIDENT JOHNSON AND CONGRESS 
AUTHORIZED FORMAL TROOP FOR VIETNAM BUT FOR LAOS THEY 
WANTED A DIFFERENT KIND OF ACTION. SO DID. AIR AMERICA 
WAS CREATED. CAT MUFTI CLADS WERE ABSORBED AND EXPANDED. 
OTHER AIR, GROUND, AND WATER OPERATIONS CREATED. OLD WEA­
PONRY TRIED, GUERRILLA TACTICS IMPROVED. BUT THE VERY 
NATURE OF THE OPERATIONS REQUIRED "ZONE OF SILENCE" CON­
TROLS. HIGHLY COMPARTMENTALIZED ACTIONS AND PEOPLE. NOT 
MUCH ELSE CAN BE SAID. SOME JUDAS QUISLING TYPES TRY . 

DURING ALL THESE EARLY DAYS, CERTIFICATED FLAGS WERE GIVEN 
TO THE FIGHTING MEN. WHEN UNDER UNITED NATIONS CONTROLS, 
THE US FLAG WAS TABOO. SO WE HAD STATE FLAGS FLOWN OVER 
HOME STATE BUILDINGS AND SO ATTESTED BY THE GOVERNOR. ONE 
WAS SENT TO GEN LEW WALT, USMC TO HAVE HIS AIDE HANDLE THE 
PRESENTATION. THAT WAS ALL RIGHT. SO IT WAS RAISED AND 
HONORED AT THE MARINES FRONT LINE BUNKER. IT DREW FIRE. 
SO WE HAD TO CAUTION FOR A REALISTIC TIMING FOR OTHER FLAGS. 
MANY ARE CARRIED ON THEIR PERSON WHEN IN DENIED AREAS. 

MAJOR WARS OF THE FUTURE MAY HAVE TO FALL BACK ON 
GUERRILLA WARFARE AND TACTICS. FOR IF NUCLEAR 
WEAPONRY IS USED, MASSIVE ARMADAS AND LARGE CONCENTRA­
TIONS OF TROOPS WOULD BE WIPED OUT. SO IT WILL MEAN 
SURGICAL AIR STRIKES AND ATTRITRION WITH GUERRILLA ME­
THODS. WE MUST BE PREPARED. 

THE GOVERNMENT RECOGNIZES THIS. THUS THE "SPECIAL FORCES" 
WERE CREATED. AIR STRIKE FACILITIES CREATED. AND TASK 
FORCE TO MEET EMERGENCIES SET UP. COUNTER TERRORISTIC 
TACTICS FORCES ENERGIZED AND IMPLIMENTED. ALL THIS IS 
ON GOING. SPECIAL OPERATIONS SECTIONS HAVE MUFTI SUPPORT. 

IN THE 1950'S, THE POLITICAL CLIMATE CHANGED IN THE USA. 
THE WAR IN VIETNAM WAS COOLED, THE LAOS OPERATION PULLED 
IN THE EARLY 1970'S. AIR AMERICA AND ITS VARIOUS ORGANIZ­
ATIONS WERE DISBANDED. USAID, AND THE OTHER GOVERNMENT 
PROGRAMS WERE LOWERED OR STILLED. THE MEN REALIZED THE 
POST REPRESENTED THEIR OWN RUGGED INDIVIDUAL IDEALS. ALL 
THE TIME. THEY JOINED. IT GREW. IN 1973, IT HAD 354 
MEMBERS BY 1975 IT HIT 1558. BY 1979, IT WENT OVER THE 
2000 MARK. FOR 1981, IT WAS AT 2195. THE GROWTH WILL 
CONTI NUE . 

DURING ALL THIS EXILE, THE POST COfv'MANDER AND HIS WIFE, 
El'MY, KEPT THE POST ALIVE BY VARIOUS MEANS. THE POOP 
SHEETS BECAME THE KEYSTONE INTERNAL PUBLICATION. THEY 
WERE OUT OF POCKET FUNDS TO SAY NOTHING ABOUT THEIR TIME. 
IT WAS A LABOR OF LOVE. A SHOESTRING OPERATION. BUT IT 
WAS HOLDING THE LIKE MINDED PEOPLE TOGETHER. IT PROVIDES 
A WORLD WIDE SERVICE THEY SO MUCH NEED PLUS A CENTRAL CON­
TACT PLACE. FULL BUSINESS METHODS HAD TO BE INSTALLED . 
THE POST BECAME INCORPORATED. PAYROLLS, l"OSTLY TO PART 
TIME HELP, HAfl TO RF MET. STOR.A<;E FOR ARCHIVES HAD TO BE 
CREATED. 

MEl"ORIAL DIVISIONS WERE FORMED. TOO MANY KIA'S TO HONOR. 
OUR PERCENTAGE OF CASULTIES COMPARED TO REGULAR POSTS 
rs HIGHER SIMPLY BECAUSE OF THE PROLONGED ACTIVITY OVER . 
THE PERIOD OF YEARS . AND SOMETIMES FOR SECURITY REASONS 
NAMES COULD NOT BE USED. SO ALL BECAME MEl"ORIAL DIVISIONS. 
AND GIVEN GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATIONS. SOME FLOURISHED BUT 
WENT INTO EXILE THEMSELVES AS THE COUNTRY WAS OVER RUN. 
SOME GO DOWN BECAUSE OF THE "BAD GUYS" TAKING OVER THE 
LOCAL GOVERNMENTS . OUR TYPE PEOPLE NEED TO l"OVE ON. 

PRESENTLY WE HAVE 50 MEMJRIAL DIVISIONS. FOUR FOLDED 
WHEN IRAN FELL. SIX WENT DOWN WHEN SOUTH VIETNAM WAS 
LOST. OTHERS ARE SHAKEY . SO'-iE ARE DOING WHAT THEY CAN 
IS A SEMI HOSTILE CLIMATE. BUT ALL ARE DOING WHAT THEY 
CAN FOR THE COM"ON GOOD OF THE CCMVUNITY AND THE AMERICANS 
INVOLVED. THEY SUPPORT SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIPS. FOSTER GOOD 
WILL WITH THE POPULACE. AND SOME HELP THE MEMBERS AS 
THEY TRAVEL ABOUT THE WORLD, SOME ARE IN SMALL NUMBERS. 

IN CONUS, THE DIVISIONS HELP WITH PICNICS, YOUTH ACTIVI­
TIES, AND ESPECIALLY HELP THE FOREIGN BORN WIVES AND 
CHILDREN LEARN OUR WAYS AND CUSTO'-iS . THEY KNOW FREEDOM 
IS EARNED. THEY MAKE GOOD CITIZENS. 

DUE TO THE NATURE OF THE MEMBERSHIP AND THE OCCUPATIONS 
OF SO MANY MEMBERS, EVEN SPECIAL CONTROLS, ABOVE AND BE­
YOND LEGION REQUIREMENTS HAD TO BE ESTABLISHED . FINAL 
AUTHORITY HAD TO REST WITH THE POST COM'1ANDER. HE IS 
ABLY ADVISED BY COMPETENT VICE COllMA.NDER - CHINA AND MEM­
BERS ON THIS. MANY APPLICANTS ARE TURNED DOWN. IN MA­
SONIC TRADITION, NO EXPLANATIONS ARE GIVEN. 

THIS IS NOT A CONVENTIONAL LEGION POST NOR OPERATION. WE 
SERVE A PARTICULAR SITUATION AND GROUP. PROPOSERS FOR 
NEW MEMBERS KNOW THAT THEY ARE RESPONSIBLE AND MUST PER­
SONALLY VOUCH FOR THE APPLICANT. WE ARE NOT INTERESTED 
IN SIMPLE NOSE COUNT FOR MEMBERSHIP. WE ARE PRIMARILY IN­
TERESTED IN THE "WEILDERS OF THE SWORD" AND THE "CLOSE IN 
SUPPORT" TYPES. CERTAIN OTHERS ARE BROUGHT IN BECAUSE OF 
DIFFERENT SKILLS, TALENTS, AND DEPENDABILITY AS NEEDED TO 
KEEP THE OPERATION GOING. 

WE ARE COLLECTING MEl"ORABELIA FOR EVENTUAL MUSEUM, LIBRARY, 
AND FUTURE POST HOME . WE MEET ANNUALLY FOR REUNIONS. IN 
OCTOBER 1981, 430 ATTENDED THE AWARDS BAtlK)UET . MANY COME 
IN FROM OVERSEAS. FOR REASONS, WE HAVE OUR OWN EULOGY FOR 
MEMBERS WHO ARE CALLED TO DESTINY. FOR SECuRITY, WE DO NOT 
WANT ANY PUBLJC!fY AND PREFER NO MEDIA REFERENCE WHAT SO EVER. 
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