As early as 1954, after the signing of the Geneva Agreements, refugees be-
gan moving southward from the northern provinces of Laos:; Phong Saly, Houa
Khong, Houa Phan. Most of the refugees were Meo, inhabitants of the moun-
tains of northern Laos, who practice a slash-and-burn agriculture and who
find it difficult to live at altitudes lowerthan 3,000 feet. The precise number
of these early refugees is not known; however, it is estimated that in 1958
there were approximately 27,000 Meo and other hill-tribe refugees living in
the mountainous regions of Luang Prabang and Xieng Khouang provinces.

In 1959, when the refugees numbered 40,000, the U.S. foreign aid mission in
Laos assigned a staff to help the Royal LLao Government with refugee relief .
In 1960, when the refugees numbered 90, 000, the aid mission allocated funds
to cover the cost of airdropping rice to refugees in the mountains of northern
Laos, and in 1963, when the refugees mumbered almost 120, 000, Refugee Re-
lief and Relocation was established as a project under an agreement between
the U, S, Government and the Royal L.ao Government,

The political and military skirmishes that followed the 1962 Geneva Agree-
ments increased the number of refugee movements; however, the refugee
population remained relatively stable between 110, 000 to 130,000 people until
the last three months of 1968, Each year during the mid-1960's, some 20, 000
to 30,000 people became refugees; however, each year an almost equal num-
ber of refugees became self-sufficient and no longer required assistance.

Since 1968, the war has increased in scope andintensity; during the past three
years, the number of refugees has increased by more than 100,000 over the
relatively stable level of the preceding years. Their increasing number is
accompanied by a diminishing land area under control of the Royal Lao Gov-
ernment; Pathet LLao and North Vietnamese now occupy an estimated 60, 000
sq. mi. out of the 90,000 sq. mi. of land in Laos.

As of December 31, 1971, there were over 234,000 refugees in Laos. Of this
number, about 35,000 are in permanent relocation sites on the Vientiane
Plain, at Seno near Savannakhet, and at Houei Nam Phak near Pakse. About
200,000 are in temporaryrelocation sites, Of these, 116,000 are concentrated
in a fraction of their former province near the village of Ban Xon south of
the Plain of Jars.
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