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to a Lycee i• about 20 teachinc hour• p r • Thi 1 

light 1 and IVS'ere ti th el • t achina xtra 

cour • tor •Specially intereated at te, ni 

and t • llllOr in& with ra curricular ctiviti •· 

at they do and how auch de u th 1, ivid IVS' r 

and the need• or the eohool and ty. 

The Lye • lngl.1 teacher, aa cl11"terent1ated from th 

En li•h teac:her at the NEC in Vi ntiane, rke e n indiv d l 

in a program inat ot •• o a te or bout ti.ft en 

teachi in one 1chool like the P. Hi• opportun1t for 

pereonal contact with French faculty bere ia gr t r. 

Aa the Lye •• are ller than the ESP this t ch r h 

greater opportunit for i!Jdividual student co tact Th 

Lye • teacher 11 • in the loc l eo1111UD1ty. Thie allo 

in fact n c aaitatea, clo r id titication and cont ct 

with the local people. 

The followin i what Paul Alt• • to y af"t r t 

year or te chin at a Lye • in Savannakh t 
0 

"Your g n ration 11 the tirat inc th la war 

which ta looked out id• it• lt tor ethi to f n 

it id al upon. It will rem bered tor thin lJ 

~ivil ri t , olunt er work OY r d th 

again t poverty. ou are v ry fortunate to b 

p r on at th1 ti •· Take dvant or it'! Th 

plu oth r thought ot what a le lofty r 

oft turn over in •Y aind as I b an wor 
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in tructor d'anglaie at Lye .. Savannakhet, on or the f 

econdary achoole the tiny Kingdom or Laos can claim. 

"lnetruetor d'an&laie at Lye .. Savannakbet, t achee 1n 

French echool aa secondary education in thie very poor 

little country ia in the handa or the French, who one 

ad in etered Laoe aa part or French Indochina b for th 

"wind• of chanp" took away the ontrol or et ot th• 

underdeveloped world trOll luropean band•· The French exit 

from Lao• left tew thine• directly in French control, but 

seco ary education .ae one or tb••• ; because ther• r 

1 FlY no Z.o to till the poaition held by French teach r 

n because th• spread or French culture, tran tte 

r nch condary echool ayet ' • t the form r colonial 

ro r waa moat inter ated in conti uin&· 

" 
"l a to be the only riean in a achool tor Lao t nta 

where the t achera V9re all French and where the language 

and ayat• It instruction waa, or courM, French. I waa 

admittedly aurprieed at .,.. lf that I did not conaider thia 

t 

auch an 1 osing order. I aigbt well haTe, for I 

firat All rican to haft enr bHn placed on the 

or th• proTincial Lao econdary achoole. At ti• 

aware or the reaponaibility thi• inYOlv in t• 

ace ating myself to a different 1 or doi 

and, really, a ditt rent philosophy or uc ti 

which I had b .. n used to back h • in the Unit 
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"Ho v r, I aoon found ael.r a p t ot the chool and it 

atarr or teachera, all or whom very ready to ace pt 

on own ••rite aa a teacher, rath r than on th b ,( ... 

of the tandard qualification• und r the ranch ay t . I 

th• rican o ta ht wi h oth in 

the Ly6ee, not just the 

LycH. 

rioan o taught E 1 t th 

"A the atu ent1 - To thn, I • Miater Paul, ot Mon i ur 

Ch u1 or Mada Ha.rel, a the ah teacher• ar ually 

a~dr ea • To the Lao, thia u ot the first oppo d o 

a n t b 1 the laat n 1 pl1ea that they recocniae 

French and put • in a place ot my own, not above or 1 w 

the other teacher• at the achool in terma ot r ep ct, but 

just p rate and ditte t. It 1 own in th ir lee 

fo 1 attitud toward , and r fleets perh•pe a r al1 tion 

on h ir part that I hav not e to th ir country to 

imply earn a lary. It i• auch an at itude on th p rt of 

t~o Lao with whom you work which make the ta k of th 

volunt r t ach r enjoyable (I do not u • th o erwor 

word-"re "',for he oon 1 arn to ub titut thi for 

the pl • r of • 1 cl a after cl as of k owl 

hun tud nt cl ori tor an r t din or h 

old n tongu En liah, which will carry th to all k11 

or nh rd of cce out id o th ir oant • v h 

11t 1d nte in h who th. le 

hi tudent will con id r hi a acritic n a 

,ift from ov is mi taken. The r on who volunt for 
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uch work to ... thine• don• and to be the on• re pon ibl 

for all kin • ot progress within hi• programa will b• 

unhappy in Lao•, tor thouch reeulta .. Y o , th•1 will be 

too 11 to ju tify two yeara •• a TOluntHr. jo nt 

uat, aa it baa tor•, come troa the ~1 ••it lt, 

tro livinc in and leernina to enjoy a ditter t n'rl.r nt 

and culture, and tram the ov1 that you ditf er nt 

enough tr other• o do ot ha.... the deeir• or cour • to 

try. 

The little world or Savannakhet ( y, than 

that ot the uburb ot fiew Tork tr ich I c h b n 

a very enjoyable t'WO year interl • tor me. An interlud 

because I do not plan to eontinu in t• ching wh n I 1 ve 

Lao•. But 1 t ha• not b an int lud t b c ng • 

or aware and fuller perao • Only t r on who do not 

have the courage to become 80 uld y that. My t p nt 

here haa b n ntiafyin to M beoauM I haYe b put into 

a •ituation t ot th• "sue r tail" kind to • 
h , but not tree, by any an•, ot a d.itt r nt kind or 

eucc or tail re naibility. I have tound that I 

1 arned the art ot talci pl a that which I 

tryin to ace pl18h and t t which I r1 around 

be lt cau of the tact th t I al l for . 
1 t ucc or failure, or be 1 t b -·.aov 

xotic n tur • On c n r "lo th bu in " a 

volunt• r, but on can fail tor ch a rapport with t ho 

on wants to help, or with the 111 in which n f ind 
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on •lr. Thie ia what I ha~ • n to be my reepon i l ty 

to otnere and to 11y"l1' •• an Engliah teacher·at Lye•• 

Savannakhet. Tryin& to meet t.hi• challena• ha b .. n an 

experience not .. aily toreotten". 
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