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CONSTITUTION 

OF THE LAO- AHERICAN AS30CIATI ON 

adopted by the Annual Goneral Meeting of February 7, 1970 

TO REPLACE THE STATUTES OF DJ:i:CEi,iBER 1963 . 

This Cons ti tut ion W[. S approved by the Aml:::.assador of the United States of America 
on February 10, 1970, and by the Minister of t he Interior of the Kingdom of Laos 
on Fe i)ruary 20 , 1970, and ther eupon entered into effect . 

l1rticle I. Name of the Association 

The Association shall be 1010\,m in Eni!lis11 ns the Lao-~merican Association ( LAh) 
ancJ. in Lao as the Saf11akhom- Lao- American ( lil~lJ'1~JJ @ '1:J - 9~GJJ S nlJ c 5l @9 ) ) . 

A1°ticle II . Pm0 pose of the Association 

The Lao- American Association is an educational and cultural organization d evoted 
to strengthening the bonds of understan'aing between the peoples of the Kingdom of 
Laos .:rnd of the United States . It is non- profit, non- political and non- sectarian . 
Its e:.nnual pTogra:m of activities may incl ude t he following: 

1 . Educational prof.Srams, e spe cially t hose beariEg on the 
langua ges, cultures, history, institut ions and ideals of 
Laos and the United States . 

2 . Organization of lectures , exl"ibits, concerts, broadcasts , 
screenings , and other cultural and artistic activities . 

3 . Publication of bulletins, brochures , books, and similar 
~naterials . 

4. Sponsorship of activities of other organizati ons having 
sirr..ilar aims . 

Article III . Location 

The principal center of the Lao- American Association shall be in Vientiane \·J i tL 
brancrtes in other parts of the Kingdom uhon deeme d fiscally and culturally justif ia ':;l e 
and practicable. Branch associations shall function under the auttority of this 
constitution and the Board of Directors . 

Article IV . Membershi p 

1 . H.egular Membership in the Association is open to all citizens of Laos and 
of t he United States 18 years of age and over , upon payment of the current dues, 
·..ri:10 share the aims of the Association and who wish to participate in its activities. 
Vot ing ri t;'.1ts a r e reserved to Regular Members . ( 
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2 . Associate Member ship is open to all those 18 years of age and over who do 
not hold Lao or American citizenship but in every other way conform with the re­
quirements for regular membership . Associate Members shall pay the same dues as 
Regular Me;nbers and be eligible for participation in all activities of the Asso­
ciation save that of hol ding office and voting . 

3. Student Membership is open to all students under 18 years of age registered 
in classes of the Lao-American Association for so long as they continue in t heir 
courses, and to former students who express a continued interest i n the Association 
and are not eligible for Regular or Associate Menbership . Student Members may not 
vote or hold office but sh 11 have other privileges of membership determined by 
the Boar d . Students enrolled in classes shall pay no dues . Former students shall 
pay dues to be determined by the Board of Directors . 

4. All memberships are subject to the approval of the Board of Directors . 

Article V. Board of Directors. Election and Duties 

1 . The Boar d of Directors shall be the governing body of the Association, 
elected from the re i:;ular membership or from persons willing and eligible to become 
member s, &nd consis ting of an equal number of Lao (f>) and American (6) citizens . 
An additional two members of each nationality, to be designated first and second 
alternates , shall be elected to serve in case of resignation . At the first mectinr 
following its election the Board shall choose f:com its membership the following 
officers: 

President 
Vice- President 
.Secretary 
Treasurer 

2 . Elections: The Board of Directors shall be elected by secret , mailed 
ballot , prior to the Annual Meeting of the General l-1enbership, from a slate of 12 
La o and 12 Americnn c&ndidates, to serve for a term of 12 months . An affirmative 
r esponse by 25% of the membership shall constitute election . The candidates for 
the Board shall be selected in advance by circulating to all regular members a 
list of those eligible for office and reque ting that they choose cand i dates from 
among those listed . In addition, the President shall appoint a committee of not 
more than three persons to supervise this poll of the membership and to present 
other suitable names when necessary . 

The election of officers at the first meeting of the new Board will be by secret 
ballot vii th each member stating his choice opposite the office listed on the baJ.lot . 
In case of a tie , a new vote will be taken , Until such time as the newly elected 
Beard has convened nd selected its officers, the outgoing offi cers shall continue 
to perform the dut i es of their respective offices . 
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3. Duties of Board of Directors: 

The Board of Directors shall: 

a) Be responsible for t he implementation of the present constitution, 
b) Be the constituted authority of the Association and present in its 

name the annual r eport of its activities. 
c) Approve all activit i es of the Association incl uding recipients of 

any scholarships that may become available. 
d) Approve activities of the various branches and the apportionment 

and use of available funds allotted to them. 
e) Determine amounts of dues and f ees. 

Li- . Duties of the Officers: 

The President shall preside over all meetings of the general member ship and of 
the Board of Directors. He shall be the ,official representative of t he Association 
and shall be r esponsible for the execution of the provisions set forth in the Con-­
stitution and for implementing the deci sions of the Board of Directors and of t hose 
of the membersliip meeting in general assembly, On voice or roll call votes at 
meetings of the Board he shall vote only to make or break a tie; in all other ballots 
he shall vote as a regular member. He may call special meetings of the Board and of 
the general membership at any time t hat he feels it is necessary. He shall share 
with the Treasurer t he responsibility for supervising all financial transactions of 
the Association. Ha shall also present a Pres ident 1 s report at the Annual Meeting 
of the General Membership. 

The Vice-Preside~i shall assist the President in all his duties , r eplace him 
i n case of absence and undertake any special coITLmissions assigned to him by the 
President. , 

The Secreta..n shall r ecord the minute s of the meeting of the Board of Director:: 
and of t he general membership meetings and be responsible for the supervision of 
the staff in filing correspondence , preser·vi ng ~ecords, issuing membership cards 
and notifying the membership of meetings. 

The Treasurer shall be responsible for submitting, at the request of the Board, 
reports of the financial status of t he organi11ation and presenting a r eport to the 
General Membership at t he Annual Meeting. He shall also supervise the keepin~ of 
financial records, and share with the President the r espons ibility for supervising 
all financial transactions of the Associat ion , 

Article VI. Administration 

The general administration of the Association is delegated to the Director o±:· 
the Lao- American Association and to his staff where matter s of policy are not con­
cerned, The right is r eserved to the Boar d to inquire into the administrative 
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activities at any time and to take appropriate action where the Board ' s responsi­
bilities are concerned . The Director of the Association is charged by the Board to 
i nform the Pres i dent or the Vice-President ( or their designees) of any planned 
activities which, in his judgment, require Board approval. 

All members of the administrative staff, including the Director , serve subject 
to the approval of the Board . 

A:cti cle VII . Fiscal Management 

The Lao- American Association s hall function as a non- profi t association and 
shall support itself by: 

1 • Membership dues 
2 . Income from activities 
J . Tuition 
4. Subsidies and grants 
5. Donations 

All grants and donations shall be subject to the approval of the Board . 

Real property of any kind necessary to carry out the aims and obj ectives of t he 
Association may be acquired and retained or disposed of by permission of the Board . 
All Board members serve without remuneration and no member shall be held indivi­
dually responsible for the financial obligations of the Association . 

The Director of the Association shall present to the incoming Board for approval 
a budget forecast for the forthcoming year . 

Lrticle VIII . Meetings, Quorum, and Procedure 

1 . The Board of Directors shall meet at least once each month . An Annual 
Meeting of the General Membership is required and shall be held as soon as practi­
cable after the beginning of the calendar year . Special meetings may be called at 
any time by the Pres ident or on the written request of 25% of the regular member­
ship . 

2 . A quorum at t he meetings of the Board of Directors shall cm1sist of half 
the members of the Board, two of whom must be officers and two of whom must be 
of a different nationali ty than the others present . 

A quorum at the Annual Meeting of the general membership shall consist of U"e 
Regular Members present . At this meeting the members of the new Board shall be 
presented to t he General Members hip and the Annual Reports given . 

A quorum at a Special Meeting of the General Membership shall consist of the 
Regular Members present . 
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A quorum at a Special General Meeting to amend the constitution shall consist 
of 25% of the Regular Members . 

Article IX . Amendments 

This Constitution may be amended by: 

1 . having the proposed amendments sent by mail to the entire Regular Member­
shi p, accompanied by a form for acceptance or rejection, wit h a one month 's period 
allowed for consideration. The voting shall be valid only i f at least 25% of the 
Regular Members reply . An affirmative vote of two-thirds of all members voting 
will constitute approval; or 

2 , calling a special general meeting after having circulated by mail the pro­
posed amendments , again allowing for one month ' s consideration, and approval would 
be constituted by an affirmative vote of two- thirds of Regular Members present 
and voting . 

Amendments to the Constitution are subject to the approval of the Lao Minister 
of the Interior or his designee and of the American Amtassador or hi s designee . 

Article X. Dissolution 

The Association can be dissolved under extraor dinary circumstances by the 
Royal Lao Government; or at a Meeting of the General Membership attended by at least 
three- quarters of the Regular Members , provided tr..at approval for dissolution is 
g:lv-en by at least two- thirds of the members present . A report of the dissolution. 
sho.11 be made to the proper authori ties, such as the Ambassador of the United States 
of A:nerica and the Minister of the Interior of the Kingdom of Laos . 

'i'he possessions of the Association shall be disposed of as determined by the 
Minister of the Inter ior of the Kingdom of Laos and the Ambassador of the United 
States of America , in consultation with members of the Board of Directors . 
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