
CONSTITU'rIGN OF TH.F; IAO-A:{.·:..',HJGA:i\ AS.SOCU'HON (SlUAEHCl1-IAO..Jl.lIBRlCd{} 
HOVJ~·:BEI1 1969 

T<.e As3l:ic1ation s.b.ull be known ir•. J~-i.gE3b c.3 -~hs Ilio.../vr.s:d.cnn As:;oc:tt> t,iors (LA.A) 
i::nd in fo.o as the Sa.:nakl1o:n-Lcto .... Ani.:;ric;n11 ( ~l:::lJ"'~ 1 i;;"'!o=o::cai~nu re ~;i9')e 

Article II·' I~:~~-9.LJ!m ... A~g,~~inn. 
~Amarlean Assoniation 

'fh€'/~M) l!:! 1>.n ·2d".lca.t:.m.1l.il encl cul t.ur1.l ;.:;ri::hni;r,e1tion devoted ·to strengthlinine; 
th.1 bonds c.f li!lderstand'.i.ng 'bet'ltJe<-:ri tht:i people:,\: :Jf the ¥.ingdotJJ of Lacs end of the 
hnit.ad St..ntea., It is nozi.,,proi'it,, n.or1-... pollt:i.cJl nnd non··S<~cta:de.n,. It.? annual 
progru~1 of ectivitias mtiy in.clw.c the foll.t')Wing: 

-1., :3ponsorship of ac.i;i'\d.ti~:t~ .;}f ot:·m' or.·gMrl.~;at.:1 ona hr,dng 
similfl~' a "btl o· 

?.., ~:duooklo:nal p:rog:r-PIT'£ * esp0t.:liall1 t.hrise boor1ng or1 the 
lm:.ig-.w.crss, culturus 5 hist.c.::-1 11 l:i;:ititut i.onn und ideals of 
La oa ar. •. ~ ~he Uni tEi d 3 ·ta te~~ ~ 

3~ Orga11lzJ.tio!l of lr;ct-uraa, •"Jxh:i bl ts» co:1ci:ir·::.s, bl"'oodcasts~ 
sr~l"eeni!1gs, and ei~hi:Jr cult·xrs.1 ami. ill't:h:t:u~ sctivities., 

4. 5:'ubl:l.cnt.ion of bu'.tleti.na, "n·och .ir·ear ~oko~ etc., 

Th.a pri.ncipal ccr1ter of the T...at2·-iime:ric.an Ass .. >1,-;iatinn fot.~iikn~~ (LA.A.) 
Bhr:ll be in V:ientinne vit.h branches in othnr pa:~·t.s of the Kingdom when de ~med fitl­
ctt11y a;.'ld c11.ltu.rnlly justi:f.'1.sble ;;'nd ptflct5_1~ubl<J , fu-anch asscici&t:lons ::1h::-.ll !'unction 
YJnder ·the authority of' ~,his norwtltutlo::a aoo 
tho Board of Dj_rectnrs .. 

Article IV,, 

1 c ll~J:!;.I:..11~£1~1.h~ ln i~h.e' .i~ - ~S'J!!iatic.1n is open to al~-~ eit:.tzeJl$ of Iaos and 
uf thi;: Unit.ad St.at.a~. 1~ y<:i:i.l'.·;l of i'.ge <ind ov0rr. <1poi; J.:.e~y~1er.'.·.; of t,J:m .-~ur1~0nt d1.tea¥ 
W~AO s!:;,ur"3 the ~im.f~ (1i" t!x=i P.~soeiaU.0-'1 2nd '>fro \J:'.sh to p:rt•t.:.ctpnt.e L"'.l its Acti:ll:lties. 
Vr.it.:ing r:ir;ht,$ s.r'"' i·esr~x'";•ed. -to ~gtd.a;t> ;,i~J~moo::..~:D. 

:<'. * Aas.-.cia te :,1e:f1.l""''l"iiM: n ls OY•f·Xl t<.l e..11 -r.ho:3~~ H' "lif;-~ rs of f:l <:>,3 und ov01• wbo do -~~..__.._. .. ~.a...."'t.,.g""""'""~ r t1 f- .. 

n.)t. held lilo or frr.eric.'ln citizensh.p out in o-v-e)'Y n!ihi.:-i:r •v..:y conforn1 filth t.ho rs-
q1;d.re.1lo:c.tl!l fo.::' rt1pil&.J0 :.1frmbe-r.ship" ,;s.soci.:.:,,t,e ~~,:1bs1;'!" t>DJJl:;_ pHy the sEuie d1:.es as 
RecrJJrn .. He:i1001•s ar.:J he uligiblc :fer ~JBr.t.id.puticr' -in &1.1 activit.fos of t.hs Airnoc:ia-· 
tic-n tla:ve that <JS~ hold11~g cffice l::.:'.ld ' . .Tut.:1ng:,. 



).. S~udent r'!ambe . .:rsh2.p. ls open to all ;:itud~nts unce:r ·i::? years ;f - . · ree:'ts­
tared in classes of the IL.Os-A~ericsn f·ssod.at.ion for :JC lo:Jg r,e t.hB ;' ' d.inus 1.n 
their courses~ and to fc~':ler students uho express n c.:unt.:!nued )nt.wt ·. '• '.r. the 
Assocfotion and a}·e not eliGible fo~~ Leeular- or Ls3oc:Jut.a "1emoo:i.~.:i:':i. · trn:l.Emt. 
Mero.bars .·'£ly not vota or hold of'fics 'but sbnll l'l£vo r.itb~r p·::i.vileg•b: , . 1·:::c•2b<:lrsh:lp 
determinod by the Boan:l .. 

4~ All t'it~mbal"ships nro subject ·tc. t}:a <.c'1::= ro"t.-al of the Bon:c of 

Article Vo 

1 o The Board of Directors s~ll he the gt)Verning 'body of the ,"1,,~ 
electisd from the regular membership or from persons ·willinG and eli/ 
come members, B?l.d con~isting of an aquD.l m~-.ilbor of I.!.Jt· (6) llnd Amor ~ 
An additional two -:ne.-abors of each nationa1:lt~; to be designated t•:l::'fF 
alternates, shall be sleeted to ee:rvo in ca~0 of resig:n{!tion., At t.l , 
follo'Wing its election the Board shell choose from its me·,r:barship u .. 
officers: 

P.t·1;.sidcr~t 

Vica-Prasi.dont 
Sacret.82."~r 
Treasurer,. 

, t:on, 
;,;, "' to be-

( 6) citizer 
zecond 

·,\·s t maetlng 
~·.:,Uowing 

2~ Electi,Q.Zl~= The Board of Dircwtcrs shr.: .. 1 be eIBded by n~c:rei., i. _, :.e:3 br· Hot;, 
prior to the Annual ~leeting of the GGins:r.a1 ;.1e.'1lersMp, fr:-rr; fa aln'e.i' !. : 'In.o nud ·· 
12 American eandids.tes, ·to ssrve fm· a tal:.•·n o:· 12 monch~.. .An !lff:U'"l ' ~ ·0 :rflspomrn 
by 25% of the membership she.11 constitute '31E;,;tion~ Iha i:rnd:\.d(;'t.cs ," ".:.sJ·!'! Board 
shtill be selectod in ad~nce by circ:u.latfog t•:; a11 :rsfc:'tl~'..&:r memhey~ [ ·. ',i' .. of those 
elieible for off ice and requesting tha·i:;. tb3y cr.oose ca~d:idates fn. -r · 1 ;j t.hoss 
listed ~ In ad:iitjon, the .President shall a.rpoint. a c.::>m"'.1ittee of 11ct · '· e ':ibn; 
three persons to supervise th:5.s poll of the ;1~)1::bflrship 3nd to prE:SeT• · .ha~ ~·uitabl 
names whan necessary~ 

The elact1on of officers at. the fl:NJ'..; nlz•etJ.:cg of '\~:ho rt;;v Boori'. ·~,· ·: . ;:;: by sec:i"st 
bc·llot with each !lle:tber stating his c·hoice opposttG t:ie off:!ce l:!.st · · ~ the h-aUo't 
ln case of a tie, a new vote will be ·to.ken. Until such t:ms ~: s tt 0:-: • r y alected 
Board bas convoned and selected its c;fficors, the cut.r:'-'ing officr;:rs , ,. 1 ::o·-cM.nua 
to perform the duties of their rospt,ct:i v~ off:\.ces., 

The Boa.rd of Diroctcra shall: 

a) 
b) 

c) 

d) 

Be responsible for the i:np1emen.ts.tion of 1;::10 p1·\':sent ccrY.' ~ -~·,:.i..r::;no 
Ba the constituted authority of the !i.!Jsocint:lo;1: f:.ni p;.:<;.'j.· - ··1 :i.t.t 
name ·t.he annual report of jJ;s &i.:t.ivit~.oS'.,, 
Approv;; all activities of t,ne A~::rnc:i~ '.;.ion ;,_'.1.;.;l~:.:iing ··· ec:5 · :: of 
any scholarships thid; uay becocii~ U'lt-..i ilD hl:r. ., 
Approve a~tivitie.s of the ·~m .. rio·,n; bl~1::lcb~~~ and i:l10 <iDpC"" , ,p'., 
and u.~e of uvaiJabls rur~c.s ello~ts0 to t.b,;n;.,, 



4. Duties of ~te Qffieers: 

The President shull preside over all meetings or the genera 1 !ne:'.!lbership ~nd 
of the Boa.rd of Di rectors. He shall be the officitl representative of the Associ­
ation and shall be responsible for the execution of the provisions set forth in the 
Constitution and for imple~nting the decisions of tho Boord of DL·ectors end of 
those ot t he membership meeting in ganerul assembly. On voice or roll c: 11 votes at 
meeting or the Board he shnll vote only to nvike or brenk a tie; in Elli other blllots 
be shtill vo lie as a regular member • . He may ~11 special meetings of the Board end or 
the genere.l member ship at any time tbl.~ he fe·31S it is necesscry. He shall share 
with the Treasurer the responsibility for supervising all financial transactions of 
the Association. 

'She Vict=Preside;t shall assist the .President in all his duties, replnce him 
in case ot absence and undertake a1l7 special commissions assigned to him by the 
Presiden't. 

Tba Stcretatt shall record the minutes of the maetjng of the Board ot Directors 
and of the general membership meetings and be responsible for the supervision ot 
the staff 1n fil ing correspondence, preserving records, issuing membership cards 
and notif'ying the umbership or meetingso 

The trea1urer shall be responsible for submitting at tho request or the Board, · 
reports ot the f inancial status of. the organizat ion and presenting a report to the 
General il;embershi p at the Annual Meeting. He shall also supervise the keeping of 
finnncinl records , and share with the President the responsibilit7 tor supervising 
all f'inaDcial transactions of the Aasociationo 

Artiole Vlo 

The general adm1~t~~1gAqt ;the,:~8.~~ciation is delegated to the Director of 
the Iao-American Asscic~ ~-."t;o-·n.t:s· · -staf'f where matters of policy are not 
concerned and vbere the Boa is kept M.l;y Wormed, in advance, of e.11 planned 
activities. The right is reserved to the Board to inquire into the administrative 
activities at an7 time and to take-appropriate action where the Boe.rd's responsi­
bilities are concerned., 

All members or the -administrative staff, including the Director, serve subject 
. to tha appr<mil or the Board. 

Article VIIt . Fiscal Mo.nagemep1 

The Lao-Ameri can Association (! .. AA) · 
profit association and shall support i·liself' by: 

'1. l-Iembership dues 
2.. Income from activities 
3. Tuition 
4. Subsidies and grants 
5o Donations" 

shall J'unetion as a non-

All grants and donations sbttll be subject to the approvul of the Bonrdo 



Real property of l:iny kind necessary to ce:rry out t.he aims nnd objective.s of ·the: 
Association ;JID.y be acquired and retained or· disposed of by pe!'::tission of the E-c-_,nrd"' 
All Boerd members serve without remunet-aticn and no member sho1l be hsld indivi­
dunlly responsible f'or the fin.n.ncial obligations of: t.he J..ssoc:'t.<0 ti!)n. 

The Director of the Jl.ssocie.tio11 shall present t<l the incom.1ztg l::Jorntl f'or a.pproval 
a budget .forecast for the forthcoming i'is~l yoo.r~ 'rhe Director sh(~J.l further 
obtti.1n and pr~sent to t,ho Bee.rd an h1dopendent audit of accou:.1t e.t. the clcise of the 
fisc&l year. 

Article VIIIo 

1. The BoG.rd of Directors sh.sll meet at lc<:st on"!e n::.ch nor!.th. An Annuelnr.~,.,,.40.,b.,., 
:1eeting of Ghe General Her:ibership is required and sh.111 be held !ls soon e.s ~ a. .L.t> 

after the beginning of the cnlendar ye.:'1r., Special :neetingn -mEy oo c~illed at any 
time by the President or on tho writ.t.en l'~•ruest of 2':)/~ of t.he re ;ular :ne1:1bership, 

2. A quorl.l!n at the meetings of th:} Bo.·u•d of Dire~tors shell cnnsist of at lsast 
helf the me1".lbars of the Board, two of wh•?lll :':lust l!e o:tficors a.nd two ()f whom !':'IU.."lt be 
of a different nat:l.onulity than t.he others present.,. 

A quorum 8t the Annual i'leeting of the generi•l ~emharship shvll comlist of the 
Regular :1embers presente At ·this ::a.esting tbe '.llemb>.Jrs of the new Bo: rd sh<ill be 
presented to the Ga:nerlll >le:nbership and the Annual R.~ports given., 

A 1uorum at a Special :·ieetjng of tr1a Gaua:rt!l t'.lcmbe:rship shrll consist of the 
Regular !,Ie::nbers present.«> 

Article IX,. 

This Constitutior:>. rxy be a~r.endcd by: 

1. havincr the proposed a:i1.cnd;1ents sen'~ by m.?ii.l to tho enti ·a ~13gular S~smba!"·· 
ship, uceom~>&.riiod b".r o. form for accaptanf"..e ,.,r 1ej er:t:~cn, ·nth o one rnorrt.h fs period 
alloved for considorl'.tiono An affir.r:1ati"!.re vote of tw,....thl:rda of tho •ne~1bors voting 
1..1ill constitute app:row:.l; o:r 

2.. calling a sp3d.ul genervl riwet.ing a.f'ter having circu1at.e<l by mr H th9 pro­
posed a!rrend:nents, ag<:;.in allowing i'r.ir ona ::io:r;.th 's cmisideration., &nd approvr l. 
would be const.it.uted by an affirmative y,:;ite of two-thirds of .~egular t~'bmbers 
present. ruid VC>ti.ng,. 

A:nend;".lents to th,~ Constitution n:re sub~ject to the uppro'l'1'll r·i' the 
lc.o !1inister cf the Iuterior or his dcsicn"" and of -the Amsr.ic:~n .4.·1basSBdor or 
his di;,signee ,., 
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Article x. Disso1i1~~ 11- 1 ~L~ 
The Association cv.n be dissolved n - at a >!eetinr, ot th<J G,:in-:.!'a.'. 2fori1ear~Jl:lp 

attended by at least tb.ree-~1uart.ers of' the I:ei-:ular '.'1anbnrs, provided t~.t~ a.pi:~~o·•,;n! 
for dissolution is given by 11t loost t.wc~thi.rds of th0 ;i1ambe:ro pt"c".ltmt, i .. :i."'e)ol"t 
of t.he dissoh.1tion sha.:i..l be -aHde to the proper authcx:i.t.: .. es, :Ju.ch H s th~ f-u!lbas':lildc1• 
of the United Ste.tes ol' A:neriea and the Hin:Lster of t•1& Inte·:ior of t~1e ~:invdrJn of' 
!Lioso 

The possessions of the Association ehall 0:,-, tuTned O"tar ·.o cha:rl'.jy o:t to m:-ga.n .. 1-
zations selected by members of the Ecard of Diract.orst b~t only after th2 nnproval 
of t.wo-thirds of the &t:i.rd of' Directors .. 


