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PREFACE 

This short booklet grew out of conversations about 
stimulating interest in an enthusiasm for the Northeast , a 
region of Thailand which traditionally has not had too good 
an image with newly arrived volunteers . In asmuch as there 
seemed to be vast misunderstandings , it was thought that a 
booklet introducing the Northeast would go a long way to 
discrediting false impressions generated from the press 
and other sources and more positively show off the unique­
ness of the Northeast . While the articles are by no means 
definitive, they should go a long way towards making the 
Northeast's image a more realistic one . Additions or 
corrections to these articles are welcomed . If you have 
something you think should be included or changed, write 
it up and we will see about including it in the next edition. 

I want particularly to thank Mr . & Mrs . George Smith 
(Group 18) who did most of the research and writing . It 
is largely through their considerable efforts that this 
booklet is now a reality . Jean Bernard is due thanks for 
her contribution on the Moo Lam and my wife , Nancy, for 
designing the cover . The students of Mahasarakam Teachers 
Training College have made an invaluable addition with 
their "Tales of the Northeast •11 

Khon Kaen, 1969 . 

Bob Charles 
Editor 

- - - - --- - - - - - - - -- - -
-----
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The p,,,)pl · .. .::;f l'!,_)rt: .. ~ st :c· ·.i..!.. "\.t ) r· ,)h, 
r ~ c ,,i_,.cnly r '.L.rr <;d t ; -:_, L;,· . Trcis L r • 

• 

I.~;.~:-_:. ~ s it is r>JL1cti1t:1.Js 
c· .:1 :.,~ : . s •:,ur ct. Jf grc..:·.t 

2. 

JJric~i..; f -:Jr t 11..__ lJ"--'v! jll_) tLt:. --h;Jv, s , v!h.1..·) J ·. ~_2..l .: t l1 ,' r .. t.J .. ir.L · ;;r t....: t l ,):r· lt :'f t'J the 
Th·c:i r uli;1~; fr1 .il,· . riLl n, .1c., t .• T> i:L. ·""cl ) t!~InL ·.::;f ti.c:· .. s·:,lv'-'s :·.s d i :>ti 1. ct f r 0n 
tr:._; C 1._.!·· t,ru. l '"1 l1ci s . ~~ ~.1.:l. b .. )U~~r.1. ~ .v:·,1: ~·~ ,rtJ :0' .. :-Jt .. ~(r[1 \ r ~; .' r '. L:·.' '\ - - t h:! t i f-~ ' th c.y 1.:v .... 1 .. ~r:.g 
t ' the: L e.::• b r :.:1ch ,.if U:\..: f: il;i i '.l'r.. i P<-~:l.s 1. '·, i .11·,,tj t Suuthcr:1 Chin·. , L "OS ) 

Th;,il :1c.l , 'c!\d~ pp..;r.t .s. !Jf . P J.;J:'; ~ : •. - •• .:u1~ .r .. . : .. ~'.L. ; J .• '\~'. j : n.,) ·. r:._,r;tll.L . .. 2.L.c .rn.~rs fr .:.ir:- ,)th ·•,r 
...-thnic g r.:;up~-; , h>Lh C1 l ·.no :1.;;-i --Th:.i . .. l!Y ..;.t' t,;11,~:». V:. er f':r~ LJ.1:i :; Oc',l s r. . h. v -.:: 
L0~1:..ic-rs i n tl~c. c:·1.t;1tr~r ;_f L .-'; '. T.• n :.iyui, 5L p,,r,~, .. nt . .f L10 pc,Liplc .. r e n ot L . o 
tut r L r.· c:·-. f;. . ..;r·.3. ,._).i. . :V; ri.J~~l.: 3.. lu.J.l. J,1 .. ~_ } 1 .. · .~.. . • • • • , .. . .... .. .. . . . 

11 JJ .. llivn , : :pi1; .Yx.:i."-.-.t .... }¥ ... 9. r:il.li:Jri. . \ CV .,)J. ... '2fJ.:.:r.c ,_if tr, ._ L. . ·' c · ::: .. ic gr-c;up . 
z;r rnp C'.L b., cjj_vic'.c,d i Lt" t wu n·, ll .. r ,,: r ·u.p3 -- tj,,~ l.· ·) ,·Ji. ll, , d1d t h ..... L;-,.) 

~.;("ti·1 .") f v1hi cb r\..-: ~3,J r~_ .(: thr ... ~UJ!)r. li.'G 1:ih _ ~;J1 .. t:~bJ~· :.:>1..t.:t'JJ. r -._ 

1-lr1ot.n . r l .rg. 11 ,..lh. :Ln ~.~ r -·LtJ> i.3 !..-.:. ?_!llt:1 i . 1.)h tt.th:1i cult ur {., ~.nd 

l n1;u. gc. diff~r f r .:.r th.t nf t;·h, :;urr . ur1tti:-;:~ L.' p,,•.:; .. .L :~ :-f th -o lbrth;.,t·. ~ t 

l th :. t~st. t. i· .. :J :· .c. .1..J.u;i.cJ .~· •. t .(. · i.g. • ~~ .. -.0.ir .:i.J .. . t. .... ci.. • .i .. n .. !:.. , .t .ti; .. ..._.); J..n,; .. nt. l .snan p~. t t c;rns • 
Tn.,y ... r ..... ;,. id t · b·-: f1 ~. 1·::....- '" r ki"ei:: .nd iEt l(..p·. l"u~1,t ,:.11('. !t v0 ·.pµ. r l;1n:,ly don __ LGre 

t i;ifluc,ilC• ULir phy:..ic !.. ... mvi r .. •i1L«/,t t:: , ~' )!.."' "'1· th'~ u th " r g r .!ups :i.n th " 
.r'-'' . 'l'h'-'y Ji: v. .... , . .f. :.;c. _,:;_, ·· .: : ~.J. :..c.,. : .lr.""· -~:.: .<> .. tj . .r:t; .• d .. o. .Ji.v,· .<UtJ • . c: r. _!,f~s •. TiE:ir 

W'..!;· vir15 , d .. ;1cinc- , , nc; : .i..:.,:.c : .. r. · ~-1 quit \... cli:.:it11,cti V'.. .. 11.d v,:ry bc.: '. utiful . It 
is 00tiu.:. t.1:..d t L · t t:,: r ,. ~·c 'i'C , C•l'v - lCu , C;QQ t);1utL:· i i n ~.0rtrkc .. ~st 'lh: .. i.::.<..nd . t 
th .... pr ..... s\.r1t .ti J-. , ~ ... j" )At •• .,.,.r'. ~t:r~-...;; . _. ... ~: ~ .. . : 3.<.....T,.T,.l_·~J i:1 I\ 1- .. f-::in , 0 . . i..1.J l lJ·.'.. i-.::.:; rn , ,'md 
r-~ -..l:' ... ~.Jrr!. lJL~.::.nor IJrovin C ;.-~0 . 

hoy .. , ~ /.r., ~1,j,; 1.c_,. _i,.;' .th· .• /.~ -~ "·"· . .i~ .r,J •.•. t~ • . ;,C/':ncL,. t·~ 1 Si .r:,..:,s,, s 0ldi c..:r s :rncl 
1\hl.cd' v,r..;r.:<::n . In ti':'- 14t l1 c1...r:t1-r? , , ir-,c, t. ~.,-,i.,"iu•Y,i ::;:.L! ·d Ccillt r ;:, l )f wh;~t i::.' 
,'i·.)W rc~"r .t i.)r NlYlC L; f r .;J tr' C: .I.! h jl[~ ',·:;,,, ru.l d th ... '.'.' ;uth :r n north~;;st i..;m 

pr .. vinc\_,s -.t t h,t t. ~r · .... . oor'c J:· :1L.; :.. .. ld2. .i,,:. st·y: d tJ,f:i11d <".f t " r the victor y 
:-,r.d i.,: rri,,d i.'.-lr: r W- .Jj');,n . n1.jr· (",;::: .. ,(;.,)t.;; l~Yi!i{''. c_; 'J:'h;j_ l\. •.J r •: ·.t ( .. )r Kor c·t 
'l'b .. i) . Thl;y G~,_;~k tll 'lll i l n~'.''J. ~;-, ;·J.t. -~.'itL ;,.::- .·;;; ~,cu ... .::... :::-iti~: E: . The:.'Y c.. r c 
~F'.id t 1

• L1;.;r r gr ._.· t i· -.. ~ .. 1:;rb.L·11c ... °t·) -7-J· .... J-". 1-~ ,~r ·) • 

l,; thc. ;:,.) ut. i1 .. rn ~)r.:vin c ,Js Jf -··.i ·in , Sris,Ll-._,:t , · ;1.Q L'urir· .i. ,, t hl!r .. : re. 
r.:~n;y i'J 1.;.:;;il ~ cf C 1. Lnd3. '.;;, dcsc,_,, t . Th.,;, i.h.2 ,__r;; h V• n t " ill..; Cl 1 .uch 0f th ,,ir owrc 
c·<.,(ltur ~ ...... Hd :_ .. r -: ... bi- liTig1

_i.·. l ir1 (.; .. ;_(;..di : i~ .r1d L~ .. . 'l'hcr\., 1 · .. y b(.; 4s r ~ · ·n:,r 3.S 

400 ,cou td"L., r p, __ ,pJ .... i;,_ 'iL_i::_ nci. 

An th .. r .. t'.-:nic: ,_, r oU,) ir .. th,, :_; 'Jt'.'.·_r r)r_v:i..nCLfl ) ,;:-:;p ..... c2.: .l ly ~urin , 

;)Ti;,:J. L .. t , lJ•_,...11: .·.:-1-:.~ iLJi-i~t , i ~, l: ;:) ·;; i ;_r Lui . Q,JJ,:,r- 1 .U: .bL: :-:> ..1f this ;:;roup 
r.,J. in ir: c· J.L.;dii_ . Liv ~ .. ui ' ;•., ,·~'-'wl1 f .; r bc:ing (,;,Ct.;12.1.:lt ._ l e:ph.:-.n t h·''.ndle;rs 
. .;:; d i;;V..:. r y y,~._ r i r; l<hvu.,b.,r t!1,~ · :...t q; . trn_, i' .. ! .;;_1s .:>u..ri.1 EJ.0,ph !'lt l:found- Up . 

Th L. be or l·~i-i · ~ P·---· 1 ... , L . .r1 .... ·WD. t) tr-1 .. IJ .,·: :.~-.; ;J·1· ,~·-·,11b Lu~·.nt, r11d t ·.) t!1e 
Th;~ is <:s ?hi T ..''!tJ Lu 1,c_. \ i:.n .. ~;piri c;s ..1.f C,!1,: ycll .:i l ~o· V<...S ) , h~ . v , s .. ;t th:d i n 
.;_ k ..: l h< ,k:.w: · , i. · L s:L; , ... nd ,; .. L.' r Ph,n1·:, ~;". }lr .. ' ,. i;ic <...s . 1'hc;y .r '-· . . Vc;ry sn.·:.11 
g r .:up ~-. c. n . .J t t JO ;:,uch i s :~n.Jvv1 1 . '!.Liu l thci.. ·o.,c ~.us\) t'.'k/. l i v-... h i gh up LY'l th•.; 
hills · n.d l ' t, li ·; t fric·~·.UY t ~ 0ut s i d;.: r..3 . Th'--.? p:r·, f .. r t ., .::..i Y ·~ ·:Jff the 1:. :.!d t.nd 
!,•..i V C >-lh·ci! tl":.:.:y h v .._ d,~plc.t.;J Ul · .r\_, .. . Thc..i Y' r'-"li c;i:)n i b v,, r~,· ii.lliE.i stic . Th0 
!-,J1.:c ;·tr .c; , p cr:1 •. )s , ~h,, Jtost ,n·~i·Liv _ t;r'-~t,p -I,; -) ;·, f .uLc. in th-:: tbrthe<~st. 
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O·L:·:.r ~,. · 1_;_ "Lil: .. [::; . · :e ,:-. t;·r, !_iv G. ;;_, rth.~.: . .;,t incluQ" -enc :i;··,w 
(i ·: N h ... l'.[l J.);1rl~J. , ;_,_.1'_Jl. !'I j._ •• j'J" ' .·c ;> - '"i .. ) ) c,::,_ I.) ( i1~ S· k.Jl N l.Jr :r. ) , · u :., 
1....: · t 'D. l r. • • ·· - -, r 'i"' :..:> ..... - 1 ) 1• I'1 ~-~ ~ • , 1 • ~ t- '··1 1-. • ' r r'·ri· · 1 u ()l r 1.1. u . ..i. -n -\ :.;.. l .. ·~ .. ri .1 _. .. .:. t .i_. ;, L·i.l..J.J1 .L.) __ • .• } \ -.J·:·.;._/ , ..... ' ·. v_ l ... ; 01i.'l ..... \J ~· · '- '- \ l 

Vk~,t ... r: 1'..·.Jr ·t .h,l C:1 :L)'· µhw.) , .:;., :.: .. i'.:. J ( ~ • .L -;/) . 

n. lU1 ui!,:· ! "·st ··f' ..,>-.c . t.i ic . . ,. ·-~i-·· "" :.c.· r i.':~m-1 i :-i ·chlJ 1J,rtfic.:s t 
~1.i ~.1. r1 i l · .. nd r-.... -b-...-c !-:.:..n 11.: l.l- ; i· ..i...~-· \ ... -~- Jt: ..... ~., ~i~t~r .. c·Li vc-... 1~i th (..-.:: en p: ~~s iJ.;...: 
y -..; r , t hey still ;l -.J, ;;~·-cl~~..:.. y __ i,.i.., .t., .. :·;c -'··· i., t.~·...;rs,lv ... s i:-_ t,,n .s _f 
t l1c.i1· rc l t Lm;,iii ,:i t.. tJ.. Y'· l... .' r~: - -L.;,.._il' tlmic r_,2'0Up . t· l , t .;f th0 d ... , 

. hOViOVc.r , 11 .nv ..... d ·c.i' i n i L1, l· y ·.J..t.,/ tj e~ 'l'J :-J. r· t.L.;n . I t -~..: ·. 1.)y:.lty tlli .. t is , 
i l 'u:.r,y Ci. :>•'S , ·fX.-.kd '-• _. .· ''11 < ~f.-· :' s!';ip 1' u , id.ng tiLll '.'rt : C.JD Cl,µt .Jf the 
ri'! l i st·.t.t t:~ L~nd i:_;.·1V t_ .. ~c rv !\. .. r1 t , but :.hi. l '}'· .lt .. \ tl-J\:.-3. \.:ri 3t . 

Oii"' vt lm ic ':;. r up li·vii~ ~ i11 I'l" .Li..· 1l: '..l.ic~J t-s ·pv r n··ps l -.;SS l):y'' lty 
t ; t hL fJ r s ui t r c.giu. l ., t..·.:. v i~'-'~~.:. s· . "1'r.,r. · r· .. ~ •.,r. t~,:·.r, 4U , 00l Victn Lt-Su 

r ·-f ub"-- in 'lh:iJ. ;1c !k'W :L; ·_-.,:-,'(,Ji' :1, ,.r,, ·., t::,.i. :i in tr,'-- :J_ir tfH,:st . S :·L,,l 
... Jrn' ,,· :...· - n .);..1.·r. 1 . ·,i . . ·:.-, t . . t ' .. t' v· .J.. 
• i . , . L · .... .1- ~ .:.. • --· .... _ .. , ~.nG 1'4 ,ngi:~~'- l n "t.~ ~·~J.~ .. ...L rt; s· 3t...."Lti "-~-- ... n s , ;..'.:i·t.:u Li ...... l '""' u-

, .J .• ; ~' h v, .. p r :. - 2. JUt ..,)u· .. u_zL i: .. n:. t l "- r 1..;L,; . 3 )L ... .f:.-=..L.ic_s h v .. b,_cr.. i n. 
Th~. il.-nd f ;r t -c:J ::: . .r ti,,:1s ; ,,t.,~r:.; ~-:· ·.; ::.: · .::; r·~i'u::: .~s f r tr'. c- w: r f·.r:··c.h t 
:, G tor n Vh tL~. • - .. b'.J1ll r f .. r t!ll l: st 21... ~i-" r~~ . rc l. .:o~~t . 11 th .... Vi vt n: : .. ..;$(; Wli·.J 

·r, .v ._, C Jl.c t L; fh .. il. ''d (.' .. :<..fr 1~ .. "~srt~. vi_t;i:, . nd t·i-~ . ; i.,ht;y .1'., SUbjcct {,._, i.l 

.>,rd·t dc.:2.l 1)f .suspi ci .:n ·.J.d L.istr·iJ.st , , ,;i:->,__c:.. . 12.~- i n vi_\.r ,Jf ·tn'- uc ... u .. uni s t 
pr:.ibh::r.t11 :in t K lvdrtL..o:: . .>t . Th1.. {s,JV Y' i'"_,_._t, ·"· :.) tl'.v; c-~ ~ 1s:.,.un,l;r und .... r sur v0fll.J1 Ct; 
' d' .:> cc c• j T llv ;• rr ~'1(,:"' t ' ll·')<'; ~, .. 'it ''" ''' r-ts re li,3utv .... rsiv...: 11 • r-~:·ny .' f L <..; ' • ._j - -· ~ , c} '- '- ._, '..J 1.- \., • • ~ .I. _, I • -'- t-- ,_. ·-

Vi # t r!1..J::1_·s.._ r~fug .... ....:r:; d ~ c.:i. rr:,r 11 -:-:1~..:..~r ..)1\7!:. 11 ~uv.c: tiori' pr o~r~-! .s ·~r:d r L..fU3t ... t J 
,l..;' JC- tr.c ir chilc·r .... n t J 0..;1" ...)1 ~:ii, r., t,Le;-/ i,"ill . , c, ;: ;, 11 1'11' i - iz -..G. 11 • I t h .. s. b;:;cn 
5.~_j_(, tn' t . g r.c,:.t, d,:.<.1 .f i :i" .. 11C2.. l c)~;J_J.,·r·~ :: _y· ;~ I'T, •; Vi ;t n ·; ~ S .. :·.ir .. G :...ml p r ·J­
,j ,~ ctS C\.lL t•,S f r '..JL.. C<.:; r t .~;, T' -.;fl.lf;~ ... ,; r .:'..iiJ.-, , ,Y: rtic ..Ll r l y i.;: ,, .f'1.!h.h·.i . T·:L:; 1n:.i 
, ~ ,_. r n• . t h $. 't· '' ·1 a 1 ..l. + . • :• 'r ·• • t-i·,· '-)~' ·t 1 ' " + 1"T .. ,. -, ~v i·o,lr '"l t T \ L.J v • i..,.;! J 1 .... J~ .l t~0 ·J ,, 1 v.J..1.~ ~·.; w~i.~ ..cl:_,·' ~ '-''- i. V..L vl.:. • •• -.;~l., ,_,': '-' • • • •w . ., _ 

r· p tri .t -... s . ..;r,_.; , - i f ·n t · l..!.. , ~- ;:,:" v ~ tr, !.. ~;, i-:b · t) Y'1.-sJ1:.ly .l i VlJ i n t~i-.; 

,;or t h·J»st . L- r gc gr. ·up:> . f tL·; r_ •:Lll l· ki.:1c; f r·w·_ r d t,,.1 rq.1: t r i c..ti on ·-.nd 
rAus . t .i c .1nsi cLr rLlr U. !:d ·.r:~ 1.J; i;· 1. ·! . . tn ·Llf:}. 1,;;.·ity n . v:~ '•PP .r •.ntly ."lc ccptc.d 
'i i}_ i l..nc ... nc. "Th.: i - i z, ti Xl·1' . ::J .: •. ·-· ',_~, t;·,: .; -· t)·. • .. r·· r1.-,..: t. r i: L:d i n 1959 ) out 
si..."lc " t h\:!n tht,. Tl-1 i i;·.:v . I'J!l .,:·1t n .3 h. d .i.i 1, 1.,l,, J..uch wi "='· tln:J µr Jg r ;·.L , The 
vi t r~·r.:.,sc .r ~ g .. .rti...r..1ly h .rd \<1g· ki.: 1~: ·1d cl~v.:c . '- n:r: i~ .... 1...1 p ..L ;y..;d · u 
r. 1~ rct· ;-1t.s , LL.ch~r1.i<..0 , i · di, '"cl c,.::. ·,_:::~ 1, r,p i r L,_, , t;,il.:rs , .JJ: · vc.E~t :.bl t... 

f r:.,cr ~ . 

• 
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HISTUHY 

The his t or y of iJ orti!e<-' :c.; t Th~. iL 1,d u:.ntil r ..:: c ently i s t he history of 
t ile v, r i0us ~,t .: t :::0 t'.-1<.ct :.bc, .. ·1ded to poht:T ctt v ·.U"i .JLS tiP1es in preser:t day Tna i­
l <md , v :os , ,,r,d C:dub-..x:tL«. . .P:·ob<.L'l y ti,e first t:ri.pire t,i 1ea ve-::l "I a8tii:l'g ·wiuenct 
on t h<:.: North&,st wc,s t h.; {.nn'=' l' . Lxt-1<J.n di.ng to 1.,ne ~./ortu <-:nd l·Je~,t f r or;1 1-.ngkor ~s 
early as the . 9t" or lOt!; c entury , t l:.,=: Lhmt~r <>'; :i:, .::. bl~shed tl :er-.. ;elves ,~ long tue 
Luun Ri v cr - -~•a. ib, tribute r:L ss . -The pre~~cn -r., _p}-ovir:c .:os of Sur.:!.fl , Sris<;,!\i.: t , 
l:luriram, lJbol , C-nd t.01· .~t -,. e r .;:: t:w fi r st to b~; ::cet -Llcd , bl~t Gi..iring tne ne.x-t four 
cen turies t he !.hli•c:r i.J::1) ir~ c ,J'ltjnu(.:d t ,) exp.:_,!10 norU-,\~-·.rd . · ~-t the u. p cY.: of its 
pm,2r , i'in5hor controlled < 11 of ;.Jr c;s,:;nt day rL:> . tJ-, ,asL- 'l'h:i. il-.::.nd (a.nd ~~ome hit-:t or­
i ·- is contend t.hc. t its i ::1flu<:mce ;:"'~y tktVe r euc1wd c.S f <.r e .. s l .uang Pre::. b<..:.n g i n L:..os 

Unc:. tf1ee>J ·y nold::, th .... t t he 'l'lt<.ti p ..;~':J l0~ :i.:..d begun. their rr.igrat i on out 
:)f S.:mthe rn Cnirkl. d·~1:c.in1_:; tl-:t; pe; r iod of t:~ . .r J.y L hrner c0n.solid2: tion 0.11<1 expc..nsion . 
i'-'.! ;)',m 'l'h w.·j_ st: .. tes 'tide i.~ lr r'Udy in e:Xi3tonc e in the 7th century in Wh<-.t i. :3 n')W 
the 1!orther r.. oh:.:. ;! st,; t es (; f LUr lili:l. It is t.h;Jug:,t tr1<. t the.':. I, j_ c . .>.-\,i -.1L;:~u t o 
rc.i f, r ::.. te southwa r d c: .• 1d by · the l l ti1 century t nE r e wer e" i m;_mb er 0f t.hert: in t he 
u;Yp.s r C'.-h- o Ph:ra w. .. lle , <> s ,,el l i:\S i n the u~J.J1:or Lekor!f y,,_ll i.:.y . h.:.: r ,; t .. c~ :jt;gan 
t o f0r!f: sLi.::..11 s t ates under chic;ft c. ns . bor.te ol' U ;,e;,,e st'- t c"s D. cquir ed u degr ee 
of i)OWer :-nd in 1238 t v.·o T " i cl~ic_,fs d.t «.cl-v,d ;_rid clt:if e.:.ted the l'.hmer commander 
•.t _0ul-J-1othai ( t he Cd.J--iit.:. l of the i'wrth'l-Vc.s t :.:.r n lX-rL- of the ,.,,ngkor er;,pir e ) z nd 
·es t c.blished c 'ki n ::;do1:1 that becc.me '-' st r ong ::;tate under I,in5 b~r.· L.tmr'-c:.eng from 
i;,.;75 to 1317 . Dur in_:, - it<::ut' ;,;-k .. mk<-eng 1 s rei e;L_, Sl!k:hoth<:•i cont r olled l~. nd as far 
O'.d.st - c. 3- Vinnti<•r:.c" but r:.ot5t d' l t:e h.in.::;;dorr.1 :~ \~f fort s w,~r8 din;;ct ed towards the 
south . 1-i.i't er ·1', ing t•LL Lr:< .r .. ~.,1eng 1 s cl•:;.::. th , 0ukhothai declined in importe,,.n-c e , c.nd 
;;; .Jon d new Th<;.L 1-.inc dom, h,ft,_my~. , r o s E: to _:J')\·:~.r f c.rt ner south in t he Che;.o Phya 
vallE!y ~ RSstJiii.ng po11 cr <:: r ounC:: 135C , this i'.ingd.)r,, i2'2l'l1edi< tely began t o .look 
eastw~ird c.. t the h.h.rna· held bnd of L.e hor.:, t f>l:;_tt-;<rn : For t hG next t\O y ears 
the re 1Ji;;;r-e <:.lrriost ccntinu:lus wc-:rs t·etw:::er; J-1n1:;kor ~l nd Aytr.uy;,. . _ 0 ev er i:il time s 
'"yt:~ UJ'i~ occupied J-,,lle<:Lur , _ on:..y t.) be driVeil •.::ut . ln 11.,Jl hythuyc. c.gci.in cap tured 
th e city , tool't ov erytr. ii"1g t nc.~t tJ:.e:r could u rr~T awa y , <.: s we.:;_1 c-""s t hoi.;,sands of 
pri.;:; o.:-J e r s . The 1.hmE:.r;:; s )O:l too1-;: b•-c1~ cun r, r ol of hnGLor c:.nd rer.~ined ~. cc untry 
of s.-)rr,e power for TrLany Y•"":__.r:; . Dut. its ccntrol ov o:r ,forthe.:i st Th2li lo.nd hbd b een 
bro~~en "i;d -soon ti1L' Ci; _.Jitu.l i t~,c;l.1 wc.. s 1 .• ov0d t o r'hnor:: Penh , ."- mor e e....:sily 
defended ~ositi~n . 

Durin ,_:: ti-. c r;.::;xt :.:•.:;v"'r<. .. l c:mturi "° s , Th :i culture bi;c.:i.r1e .domimlht in 
most of -tile --1fortheei.3 t 0xce_pt in .u< rt 1' .:Jf Bud.r~uL, dri s&ket ; :.nd Surin . hft<c:r 
t ilt: Wc:-rs man.v of t11e TJ-. ,-_j_ solci8r s too;.. Khr:h:r wivGs 2~i1d ;Jettled i n the Korat 
~· r ea. . 

Not too l11uch is J:.: y-:0110 of ~fie: hLstorica l o.evelopme~;t of tl1e <:: r ea to 
t ne north oi' c,ne J:\or. L- r Ggio:-i. IL. i::> i~1ov;, tn'-'t i.,uc.ng ? r &.bi.!.ng w""'s est c:.bli sned 
in lJ) J sh:Jrtly .::..ft ,;r r>~rtl:u:;.;_ rose t o poh,~r . For sorr.,-: yei.!rS tnis esse1, tiu.lly 
Thi:..i :i t <i t e w;,, s & v;_, .=-s ~~1 ::.if ::me or c. . .'."'.ot.hG r !'tron ,_; st<..:.tc , but eventm.lly i t beg;o,n 
t ) ,,x1;c.nd southWi.;rd t ·JiNol'0. 1.Jrcscnt cl<-,Y [forth:~<·:;t 'l'h<~. iL.nd c..nd down the La.as 
pc.nhH1dle . In 1707 , a ft er m..;,ny yec. r :::; of i)OHer Et:'1d unity , t !li.o kingdom was 
divided i nto two S~;Jc-r<...to EO t.<...t'--s 1-vith C<.1Jit:::_ ls ' t .LUi.J.ni_S f'r~tbang c'nd Vienti.::'ne . 
:Scginninc; in the middl e of t,,L'> 16t h century , µt_;ople b ;-ce'.;<:n to rigrc..te into 
iior t ht;c-_,st Thail.:..nci fr ont t r,E. VieLtiunt. 2.r% . .,c,n;:;- of ti:cc>G pc,ople settled in 
present day Sc..1 ol f.j;__1 o r ri, Vdorn , Lc.L sin , L :,h<-.::><.i. r aLhc.m, < nd Roi - Et . Added to 
tl<ese p1;:;ople were ~ho.>e Lw who Wt:re d_,1Jort .. =:ci b - t i1e 'l' h<~i u. rrrS..;;s aft e r victories 
c_,_5<..inst tr1e I-""'0s c. rn i 0s dl..ri n g t he cour s'° of the 18t h c ent u r y . Thus , by t i1e 
early 19th centur y r.:uc: · of i'lor t hcu.st Thc.;iL.:1cl W<t:; i nh,. bit ed by people shift ed 
:>ut ,)f wLlt i.3 now r e cognized as L .... os ... ind t hu..., of .,;thnic bc. c k<S round . 

--- --- --- -
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HISTUilY (continued) 

lJuring the l<:;.tt1:;;r p<:.:..r·t of PH, 18V1. century .c.rni into tne 19th , the 
C·_.)itc.1..L r;t Vi ent,i:me ( < s \vell .:-:.:, :'.t LlLl1i~ .Prc.'.°bi.!Jg) 'iiL.S under the control of th? 
olc.t'1ese government , which hdi mov,ad to B:..·.ngi.-,o, in 1782 .· In 1828, · Chao- Anori , 
tL ~ King o.C \li c;d1Ln ·, d<;cided t c <.ttt'E~,)t t·-i free his kingdrn:t from Sic:mese 
control c-~nd led his <. rmy towc:,rd :bd·J.gi· .ok ~ He we. s ;.:.ssi sted by ~~rmies fror;t l.Jbol 
c.1:d Roi - Et ( rt-;gion ~> <:lso in his t..ingcior;) , but ,_t fter thrc;o.teniri.g Bangkok, t he: 
La'.) forces 1-1 -r e" cor:.pletely r out t;d . T~~e Ubol .:.:,. n::,y w<....s crushed first, and then 
r,he Si .. 12ese c.. r1::y cont .:..rmcd on to \i i t:nti.e.n<; . 'l'ik c:it .f wD.:.:: :,; •eked u1d thou;.;L.nds 
0f L.., os '.Arers dri V t:::n i nto ~iorth c-;aGt 'l'h::. 1...1.;,d to people th'-" r egion . This W2.S t h.:: 
erid of t-he ViE.:niJL,n-.: Linc;c~on: .... ,:d fro11~ 162& on th~ Th<1i gov(,rnment hed eff ·ctiv0 
control OVd' trte ·;ntir e ... u ·0a . I n f c, ct , urn,il th e .::nd of t he 19th c entury , Siarr. 
n.l:w cuntrolled n,uch of ,Jr t::>011t d-...y L:_.os oa tlh; ec.~:t h .. t:.~: o:f.' t~1e hek:.)ng Eiver . 

Et hriicly ... nd f,;t..'.u:_, r~-)hic;~lly , r~ortJ101..,,;t T~1i.:.ik. nd , <.:.s ch:mged little 
in the l d.st 1 .25 years . 'i'h:,re ei.r-<; t ret: J,,: ... jor sub c;..,...Lture::o : Cc~c,b•xlic.n .• loc<.tted 
in p ·.1rt :-; of tll<::: 1..-'re~ 1-ir,)vincss bordering C .. il . . hocli.< , th.~ horc.:. t Th<d , loc<.~ted 
pri.J.:,,rily in Kore. t , an.d the~ I-"-"o , loc'J.t cd lhrout:;i10ut the ~Jorthcast <: .. nd by f;·. r 
th1; dor:i.:L11L:11t g r oup . 'Iher'<-:. h(...Ve b,:cc only rr:invr r.i~~ r<.. tion.; into the Northe(...st 
in the l '-.st c1::mtury , t he i:,ost :iJ~,t-h:irtc:,11t b<,ing the ?huth. i froni the k :.00 moun­
t c.:.ins . To bri::ig t.ic · history of tht: ~r ci·t up to t!tc prc.-;Lmt , them , one must 
aiscuss the rela.ti onship bet-,foen the Iforth(~~ st <:ud the .tk.i:tgkok governr.tcnt . 
This is not .,._,s:i..ly dont: , howov:.r, becc..l1se of tl>J L c;~ of rcli:...ble rc.;se<.~ rch . 
.. lsc , the 11 pronounc en11::mts .: .. nd pl<.•ns!' of th.; Th<:i govsr;lllttoi1t as r <~g.:.... rds tho 
.,·orth&~st he vc tL:J.1d0d to be ctu.it e diff -.;rent from the a ctions or im .. ction53 of 
gov . .::rnr.i.cnt in thE:- not t oo distc.nt p .st . 

FrorL t he L l l of Vicnti<.r;i,. i;1 1828 t0 t ile b__;ginnin.g of the 20t h 
cer1tury, the t·:orthe<-tst , lik::.- tne outlyi11g aistricts in t.he other directi ons , 
w«~s t:re"' ted ... s '-' v;..,.ssel st.:..t e . Lon'"J i~nd poxer were concentr<.:.ted in t he 
centr:...l regi on ._ .. !id wh2.tewff develupment t here Wd.5 took µJ..,_ ce there . The fir~>t 
c. tteu;pt to open cor1111unic.::t i on with -Che N'Jrtheast cc:J.!J.e in 1892 when tcing Chulu.­
bn~korn beg;:.:.r c. r <i.ilway from bc<ngkok to 1or<..'t . 'l'he p:ro j "'ct wc..s corrrplet 8d in 
1900 and greatly benefited tt<~ i·~or<...t v r ec:~ . ;,nother l ine i.'rorn Kor:...t t0 Ubol 
w0.s b .?gun in 1921, ~)ut the <~ r e«. nortn of i\.01· .t re.,rrio. i ned effectively isolc:~ted 
for mc.riy more J'•:k,rs . It W' s not unt i l son·et ime .:.~ft er the coup of 1932 t bt the 
line w~s extended tOW<.'.rds r;;,mg1,{1(.i. Befor r: Lie r c:. ilroc.d) tr: ,vcl froI'.1. the 
Horthe;:.st to bangkok vi< s lin.it ed to the 11 C!c.:.rt t n .iP ro~, ds 1'1hich ~>l!ere completely 
ir.:p .. ssible during tr:.e wet sec:.son . Un l ike· the i'Jorth , the 1iorthe2.st cioes not 
ri.. ve a 'W· ct er systen. th , t r.ms towc_rd the ceritr .:....l pl"'. in s . Thus wc...terw.o:.ys could 
. ot '- ct ~s CJ. cormE;cting ~- ~'st err~ in t he wet- seuson . 

The ,:•bsence of < .• i;ood physici:i.l conn·ection between these t wo :-r e;·is 
f ,,r so EC'.ny y.ec.rs, howev er,does not~ ..Lorie exp~c..irt V1e se9c., r c.:.tener.rn bet ween 
i. .;ngh:ok <:~n d t ne NQrthec.s t whic h :;t ill exists -.. od ay . l°bt more th<....n 2.. 1000 
yeEr s ago, the La os :u:.d t.he centri.ll Tn:,.Li 1-;ere essentL.lly th·e s ;::.me people . 
SJ11tetime '-" round t"t1e 11th ;:ir 1 2·1; )-, centur.f one g ro up rni g r<' ted south into the 
c:ir,O l)Ly•_, V:'ill ey . h.nothi;r g r oU}.l nri.l~J:'i .. teC:. P-.'.tf>t and settled" into the Luc.:ng 
Pr,:.bang .'L r ea. In the 18th .J.r,d 1 9th centuries , some of t hj.. s g r oup conti YJ.ued 
suuth <:nd eve~\t u~.lly b,;c<..rne the ifor'theo.st. 1'h2 i - Lc o , when t hoy wer e relocCJ. ted 
b:- •Ji.ctor ious Tht:ti :..:.rni s from 1.,Jrthu;y;_~ <c :'.d Bru1gkoL Along ~ li<::: W<:1.~- t he physical 

s e.wironrncn ts th~.t t he:s·-. t.v!O gro u.)s experi~nc eC: \~er.::, di1'f(-;r ent enough to ca use 
<' very noti cc:.ble v;.;,rience bet w,;;en thci:t in l:..n6u2-ge , culture, u.nd attitudes •• 

----
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bl..::i'I'ORY (conti nued) 

In choosing the scuthe;rn r om.e , the ~Toup t-}1at be~.o:.r:ie t ne c ent r <.tl 
'l:h.:{2- tock the ,f<'.J mo:c;t. condur;i V8 Lo d..::velo,.:n!ent i:i tne ser,se of nc.. tionhuod . 
'lhe Ch~-o i.''1~';~ V<.; . .::.. "'.' proved t o be q1~ite fc.:rtile 111iu.:1 suffici ent w<.:.ter thrm:gh­
out mo::> t Jf · tn0 ;yG. r . · ,..,_:,·u v· r:_r iL:,.Jo:r t< :1tl:r, j t of .f. -.r ed D ,sood ~.rnnsportr .. tion 
systen· t o most of >:i :_. t h·.:C<:J•1c thr~ ce.c1tr.,.1 kingc.v;.. . f'u:::·t .1··.r , it w«.s f.::voraoly 
loc, ted S\J t.11c.. t tht.:::5::: OeOPlt.:" c.'..J .. 1;. .intJ frequ·~· · t co::-:. t:· :::t with othe r ci v:iliza-
ti .. ms , both i<.3J.,1~1 ,.::c: turC.1J<-'·.n . ·· 

'The gr c;<_o th.£~t rLic;r, .. tcd - ~.:sv .. .;:.rd i:?nco1j~1t1Tac: ·-1uit:: ciiff,,r er:'.:. condi ­
tions . Tlv: . .1.·_.- i. w<.s n•.)t s1..• ftTt.:.le, :,'.J.d dlk to th'-' ;·i0tmt:--.inous tc;rr:dn , t hese 
PE::.>pls foun.Ci. it .. cii::fict.:.i.t tJ c::_nd t,,:: t;;rrit-:ir,r into ::... ti<:~ht <-md Ir!Lnc.go..ble 
kinf~dom . The :;,~icl'es t o .. t Wcr6 -~C·"._.ired by tn·.,; r:ingaom o f Siun wer e ;lt.?.Ve r :ltt::.ir..~ 

by the L:os kin.~~dori,s . l 't st:)l'·t ) over t11<; µ,,riou oi' ,,evE:.r.,.J e;,:n'Luries the 
c-;11tral The i t\.i1L::,d21r <.t ,t.,,yclrnyc... :lm- c:st.:cl r·ichc..:> , i,.hich in tur11 ::~rnd.:ilt;d. it to 
foste r the d.:·v·_;lY9m.::i1t ·:J.' rts whic .. we , toc:t·.y , c r.-.r.s:ide r t,'.) be. cl~ssical Thai . 
The <~rcni t '-c;:,ur :.cl 113 .. L[',} t::., :.r· .Y ched i.i 1-1.yt. '..t.;Y'-·, Suhn .. ..r:.: ·:..j_·) <..na otter cent rc: .. l 
.Jl .... ins towr;8 \""er e ncv"r r <::,L.ot .. ly c: .lL~ngt;d b;/ 11-10 :;. In ~.1;sv;sing L~.0 art , 
one must looh in difL::rent. µ.l;•,c1..::::: . Tl"::: te: ... ...il--,s W•.re sr~"-ll<cr, but much det L.il 
W<'.S c:.chicved in wood c~ lrvin6 • ln Qi<.:.nce , it . .; s n:.::t tbt~ royc:.l court b t rather 
tLt· vil l.ges th-.t devel pPd t.:.E~ u,1i qt,ely L:-ot i on st;rle . In Sic..J., clc..ssic.:tl 
d::-.nce w: s develoµcd for <:.nd enjoyed l.J;y th~ •..;lite , ~frlil'~ in Le'. os V-1e de-ne t... v.rc.~ s 
f·)r tte i'oll.. , d0velop,:;d , (·~njoy<~d , <.nd p· ... rticip .. tsd in by c~Vt.'r~-one . These 
st/l0s h. Vl.O c.:...rricd on do_, to the presr~nt . 'Iod.:::'.,i , whm1 orw mention s t he T!c::..i 
d<::.11ce , he me:-.ns the cl<..;sic,'.!l s t yle , which only <l few people .J.re r eally .::~ble 

tc p·5for m. H.011ev;:~r , 1r:-1wi one t; ,li,s <-bout L<J.os CJ.Z'ld Isu:;i.t dunce) he mea!1s t he 
folk sty l ,- . ,\h; t it L:.cks in gold- colored '.s~ .. uty ::~1;J cloqw::ncc i s soon for gottei: 
in tbo vibr.:::~nct:0 , e.xubsrc...ncu, L..nd sir:_ple u2uty of t:..t:, p erfor mers (who can be 
·clrr.ost c.:.:1yone ·r1 J,e villages) . 

The conc ept of gov,;rnrne•1t a.ls.1 V·:.rir;d. brctw .... "u the two r t:e,i oil.s . Ov,:,r 
n PE.Ti od cf t ime t he Ay-Lhuyc . kin.t.;i5 developed '~ v ;,,r;': c ::1t r ,-lized gov...;rru:ient with 
'" r '.1.tr.\'..• r comp11...X ,1 dr,L'1istrtttiV t' t>tructure . 'l'he kingC.o;~, W<lS .'.l.130 helped by ii 

b .r ge numb .::r of btronc; U .. nc_,s , who oxt.:.:nckd s:::...:::. 1~1.::: s e pO'rJSr into ;-J:i..der i..I' (;GS . 

CTt.:nt:.:rC!.ll y, the ::.rir,i es \;<:;re str u:·13 :,;r.1d c: cept f:..lr tne Bur r.:iesc::, tht::l Aytht:.yc:.. 
government would 11<.... v ·: bc·:::n p1 r ..;.!iiOw1t :2.n S·)utheast Ji.sic. b;y- the 16th Ct:;ntury . 
l':..uch w: .. s dcH.ndcd b:y the ~:in,;; from his sul.ljccts, such ·: s inilit;:ir;y s.;rvic0 w!iich 
if rn .. ct;ss •. ry <.J1.0U11.ted to h<.J.lf 01' e-~ch ye.<~.r .fr or t.~'"" <~ge of 20 to th.,; <'-ge of 60 
ye:..:r s . J-.ls.J, :il.l l<.nd 1:»_,lu!l.!,_;r·d t,,) he Lini:; wl;o 11 1 ,::.n(;d 11 it i n rel::ttion to ont: 3 
posit:;.on in tr.e est·~blis't~d h i cr".J.rr:hy . But along 1viL.h moro l·:nd came r.J.0re 
r esp .:ins.l..hilit,/ t o th"' Li ng . Thus ) ~ii.l pow•ar ·r t.::.J.lly r E. sted in tne king . 

In Laos , howe;v,_·r , t"1i..:> st r on5 Ceff~ rc.'.lizc~tion wc..:.s nev er accomplished . 
For .'..c t..in.8 Lll.to t.h(· 17th c-::mh.,ry, t.L, L: .. os 1.ings held thG country tog Gthc;r 
LLl;y \Jell , but it then slo·ly br·:J·c okp;x~ , d u.. to LhG difficult y of communi­
c -.tion~ ·strongccr n .::: i ghbo rLll.; .st·,t,~s , <r1cl :i J.<,cl-:: of st,;ron5 k :i...11.gs who co uld p ull 
th0 peopl es t oget he r . -

Thus , by t r!e tine. th-:,; B<.:.{ig1~0k govern.Ga~t won :i finci.l a nd d e cisive 
victury ov --r \lienti< rw · n 1828 ) tnc people :iJ, t h·! ifor t he<:: st , t hough Th;~i in .1. 

)rlgin, WE:r~ ~ue:.litu.tivuly diff(jr ,;,;,1.t from t :Oc c ..cnt r .::. l 'Ihtcis . During t hE. 
rer! ... inder of the: 19t!~ centtiry , ·thl-:; Sf<.illles0 govl-mmcmt trc' .. t cd the:: :fo rthcast ernE;r~ 
much likL. ·ct ..:f e:c.~ted" pr·ison~r·s, which in <1 scmsc.: t hey 1·Jc.r 0 . Vir u c:.lly < 1 1 power 
~md ~·utnori t.y d e:ri v '.,jd f ruL b&ngkok ; l o cal offic i~ .. ls w"',.~r 0 < .. 11>.ost ~lways chosen 
Wi r~ the app r oval Of th;:; C<.:.n t r.l gvV•.?I'!U:.erri; but Wc r S V .. i. r t u&.lly c• Ut 'Jl10IDOUS US 

lon6 . s ti1ey s8nt enough t...:.xc..s to B· ,ngLoh each ~ e.'..:.r . Af'~ t:r the bo tffldry t r eat y 
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between Sis .. and Fr:.11 c0 in ti1~ G~.rly 1890 1 s, the; prest.nt N::.irtheo.st ifas :o.. d efined 
r 0gi,m , end a ct -finite p: rt cf the Sirn:Jc.sc r3t <:.tu . ~Yith hi.ridsight we can say 
th~,t hL·.d t il1.. li;~ngl.ok t;ovc.rnr:ior.t p r oc•Jf.::d..:d to ii1corpor,;..tc this r egion into the 
integr ,_l govc.:r nmc.nt: l <:md d.uvelcprncnt;_l plc..rts -if t i,,o, m:tion <.t t t:1t time, m.0:.m­
ingful int---gr~, ti on iwuld bG f(,r v~ siL:r tock:y . 

Alon g with r cforrr1s in m..criy othl.;r ·.;. r •..>as , Ling Chulc~longkorn beg<-'n the 
r0org~.nizction :)f ti:;:; provinci:- 1 gov~rnru0nts in 1892 . Eany of the ;ir cvious 
6.bL:rrns , such ·is forced :;_,Jhur, w:. rc outli'.Wed . Thc. pr ovinces K .. ru redrmvn and 
sn.Nllcr uni tr; c f ,:uthori t .r .,,., ,_r u ::.:.l;,0 cr0~: t ed . Th·:.. provinci<.l offic ers be c··me. 
mor e directly <cnsi -::rnbl1_, to th.;.. Linistry of Int e:, r ior . Hm:::;v_.r, this did not 
r;csu.lt in i:.:.ny d.gnificant chc:·.ng.c: i.'1 L ie r<..l ·.tionshi iJ of th;:; N0rthcast \ o the 
r -;st :)f t ~1(;; country -- it r i:oLL:incci. rGlativGly i solc .. t cd . until very recently , 
BunGkok did littlG to ch:.ne;e: t Lis i soLtion . Additi ::nmlly , ·· condcs ccndi..."lg 
<i.t titude to t'.itJir 11 lingui sticly inf'trior , cu l t ur.:.:.lly deprive:d,ll poor count ry 
cousins alic;n.;:~t <.;d h.:.ny l:orthu .. ~>t0rn..;;rs . ~'hus ov,~r a pi:.:riod of y e<.Ts the 
Isa0n;;; r h<,s como t o sci.= hiir'.sc...lf c::.s h .sicly diff'cr ..::.'1. t f r on, the c entral Thci , 
something t h. t he h .. d p r eviously n,)t c0nsidere.d or thought <.~bout . 

i-. f e r thG r "volution of 1932, c.nd when th,:;rc has b(jvn a pa rli:-:.ment , 
the lsa.:.~ncrs werl: D.bL .. to g.Gt e. cc;rt.: .. in ::.r- ount of r cpr csent.:.:tion in the cootrc. l 
governmer!t , By th'-' 1940 ' s ti1e North;;c_,s t hi.,ci bc.gun to prouuce first - r c:,te · 
l...:gislc.;.tors , :mvi1y of whol"'. were lsa n'-'rs w.:10 h< d marn.~g£::d to get a good education , 
These ~0ople we r e g .:me r a lly V8rJ in •.-rcstt •d i n t he developr1H.0Ilt of their r egion 
Lnd strp,:iortt..d or pr oposed libur·~l progr'"'lils . But the Nort her.st-oriented pr ogrc.m~ 
did not usu::.11 · L.rc s.; well in "· p, .. rlic.1,1on , domin- ted by centrc:cl r epresent <.:­
tivus or with a c<...binL;t, m<Jr<.:. orL .. nt .... d towc~rd th,J dc:vclopme:nt of the central 
regi on . 

In prir:tE: mini~3t~rs , the North,"~st. lk s found lu~d;:..rship sympc.t.hetic 
t o i s prJblcms . 'rhe fin;t vrc. s rridii, who n-d w .. rying dcgre:cs of power from 
1932 when h(, vJc..s onu of t11t; chief ,_ng .in . .:;:ers of -'.; hl.; coup to t h,, end of thl~ 

194 1 s whi..::n he w:• s fin;...l l y driven int0 exile (now r1:.:}Jortedly in ~hina ) for 
pur1)ort C;dly being ir~:plici.,,t.ed in U:'-- dt;.:lt. ,1 of fo1J1..c:. VIII. The sucond ID£·n wa s 
:;1~r1t, who rose t o power in 1958 Lft8r the Ls m.illt:::. 1~J CO ""-P · Ti10ugit consi-
dur'.)d (;: orrtcpt , h..., v;. s sinc...:rcly int"'rcstod in th,3 Nort hea:oot m d channe:.led much 
rtoncy in to th e: <c r ca for the constructi on of roc ~ ds <~nd vill<:.g e improvements . 
Hu C:)nt r ollr;d t he uilit<~ry wit h tn iron fist , a.nd in spitu of dissent he wc..s 
c.ble:. t o muint:.:.in contrbl of his gove;rnr.1tnt . He. ci~d in 1963; soon <.:.ft cr Thanon 
i,itd;.h~ .. korn bccL:.n:e Pr imo id .. n.i 'st0r '~r.d hc..s continued <.nd expwi.ded Nort ho:.rnt 
d ev elopi;;cn . 

There. is i ndeed ·-· Co::1r..1unid threat in th,~ North eL!.st (:.:s well ,. s in 
soLk oo rd~r provinc .:; s in the Nor t h _·.rid ~o\.l.th); tnus ;~ short cvc.:.l~tion of its 
causes and ~ t-riousiwss is nc; cess,. r y in brin~ing t he history of Isa~•n up t o the 
prcs"'nt . The truth of Cor.:ttun.i st .~ ctivity' p erhaps lic:.s somewhere b et ween the 
ri.e.i Vfo the:ory th.:.:.t t he pres en .<.ss.:.•.sin; .tions a r t;:; only thC:: work of bt.ndi ts < .. nd 
p\:rs0m.l vc;1dett es .'.'.nd thLt <lll"incidents in t h0 Nor t ll6r.st ·.:.. r e Communis-\.­
inspir cd . 

lfo di~3cem<::.bl e Cor:mn.lfli s t. r..ovl~ ;ent w_.s evide:.t until sometir,10 .:;:.ft e r 
\r.orld 11<..l r II, P.nd in its (;<: rly stcLgGs Wi.ts <ilmost positively or eign inspired 
<.:.nd l ed . It g<~ined li-etlu b~. cl:ing for s1.Cv cra l rt0<:\sons . Thc....iland h.:'.d n ever 
been dL;r colonial rul0 , hus th -::.ra K . s no r eal 11 devilll to U..'1it e ,,gninst. 
;.:; e c;:ondly , t hou;Sh v eF;/ p o r , the ' Isc.t(l.Tt vill .. g r::: r h<..s c.c lwc:.ys 4 hc.:..d enough rico t o 
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Hl::i'TvhY ( continu-.:;;d) 

eat , And third; th ... r e scd1 s to be .:c h...si c Ti1;:i - L....o trc:.it t hc.t do"'s not 11-;.;:: . .ke 
t hem t o') susceptibl u t o OV<]rt pr ot .:st . Thu s , during ti1c 1950 ' s thtJ Cor.nunist 
movui.(:;ilt four1d thu gcing r o..tJ-,,,r rough . ivuntu: lly, howc v cr, t he l up.d e:;rs found 
· .. :.n.Ut:-. blc "devi l" t,:; r :·lly ;_t lot1~>t some of t he Northe: .. Bt ~rncrs : thG Th;_,,i 
gov•,nmcnt itsc~lf . Ao th; 'conditions in I s:-.n1 i1.ip r ov c.: , villi'g..:;rs h; ve become 
::.Dr e ~<« .. r <-' c:f ~ust hoiv r:-.t~c!-1 b::.. t t .. r- off t ho ccntr r._1 plt'. i ns f :'.rmcr f> c.ir c . 

To count ..:r, ct i ts n..::g' .t_ive im g~ , tl-10 c ,.mt n °.l gov <.J rD .1t:nt h:.s under ­
t <-kl-n <~ developrc.::11t pkn for the: 1·,0rt .'.-1er s t . ~. ith t he <-Gsi s t .:.nc e; of v<:riou s 
U. ::> . c rtd oth0r f ,Jr ei gn '~goucit:-s :md some p r i w it e con,p<:..nL .. s, extensive dvv0lop­
mcnt h<..s b "E:Il st<.irt ed . USvh fl:,s contribut i.;d a dvisors :. .. nd re t -.;r i n l f o r the 
grc·.tl•y 1..;xp:ind,;d r oad building :...,nd w< .t ur pr o j ccts . 'l'he U. ~ . milito. ry h<: .. s also 
built m'"'ny r o.:.:.ds , g rc:,;_;·tly assi s t ing t he opening of ma r ,; villages t o c.conor.:i c 
d ..... velopr.l<.n t . _Also , the U. :.5 . mi lit<,r y hd.s bL..en ;,,.ssis t:ing in the trLining of 

8 . 

the Th:.i milit'- ry ; DSOh, in tr.:iining th e police i n counter- insurgency op(;r ett i ons . 

Th e Cormnunis ts he· Vv bccrt c.ble to r.u .... c.. inro~tds i.rl. tn0 North0ast b e c<....1..:.SC 
of th0 now v _,r y L..Xt ,msiv1-:: pn .. s~ncc of th1;.; U. 0 . r;'.il it< .. r y in the c.. r oe. . K: .. jor 
bhsus :::r1.... l oc i... tod i n Ubol , l\.or._t, udorn, :_nti CLh.orn Phc.~norn) < .. ncl the r e c; .. r s <1t 
1-..!:.st two more b . ses in 8<.kol N,J.ko r n t. .. nd thonk:. cn . The coLlmunists he. ve td-.en 
' .. dv.....i t;;.gc of the ubvi ous 1 .. r1c..ricu.n p r Gsm c.., in th'-' iforthcu.st <~ nd i ts i nfluenc e 
on t.16 Th::i rnilit~try . The; prop:~gm1cL. h:... s highly distort,Jd t he f c... cts o..nd con­
t t.:r.ds t~1'. t t he U.S . e;ovl. m rn.....:nt h<.. s occupi e d Tha.:i l <...nd ~ nd is using the count r y 
... s its bc.:.s8 fo r. irr.p i<.J.listic o.dv.:,nces . 3oiuc. vill t.gc..r s , b f; Ci..LU:3e of their l<~ ck 
of eduo: ... t:ion, th ..... il· de1....tJ distrL•;t . of U"c gov crm.ient, c:.nd the ,Jromiscs ·made by 

I . , 

"Lhc cor,rnuni sts , hw.v" j ·)ined t ho t <.;rror ist movc..:·.Knt . h s fiilso .:.'.s t he: ch<. .. rg <:.. s 
.:r e e..gc.:.inst t he- U. S . , th ... y cc:nnot be; b'.-.sil y di:->proVl>d in thb eyes of the 
vill1..g..,rs . L;ntil the _!)r.~cd~Ce of th'- HL-::ric.: .n :r:-:il:it<U"'.f is r educed or hidden 
(which. is difficult) , thi s ;,-Jill b•..:. ZJ strong p r op:...gund:: Wt .. :~pon of t h e conmunists . 

Of the vilLgt-r s who do j .Ji.:'1 tr.tJ t1:;rrorists, Lu.:ny <.:;Ven t uc.lly surrender 
t o gov,,rru:1c;nt forC:(;S b •ClillS'- t.l!t..y St..'C t::; t the C•:)Hil' .. '.lU!list s cannot gi v e: thda Whc.:.t 
ir., pr ::rr.ia ~d . Snip i ng at .qr~d then r ur ing fr01r: govc-:rm.11.:nt f orce s o.nd 11ving i n 
fo"' .. r in the fo r est wi th insuff" cier:t food :.nd l i t:;Ll c friends i p is v ;:;r y .:::.lion 
~ o the Thc.i-L~· .. CJ f .'. 1cr . • he, r,uc!1 p:rcf.~rs t hu security of th..; vill:' .. gc . -er e the: r e 
i s .lw~:ys ::.t le:.st enough t o "'' t . I n spit,J of Uiis ther'- ; r e s orae ideol ogi ca l 
Corn<wis s in th e hills wi10 cor;c.. fr c1.1 two Li i n , our c'"s . Fir st; there ~.r e the 
f •:.. r cign rJl 8J,_,Jn t s . Of th.·.;)L unt,. g r oup h: s cor ~e: t o Th;'.il; nd f or thtJ expressed 
purprJ s<.:: of crec.:ting dis c::ont.;nt . The o h1;.;r g r oup is m.~. ct c up of Victnar..1cse (who 
r..ostly s upport Ho Chi 1'.hin) who fled t o Th::il, n d during th"' Frun ch-Indochi.D ~ 
l .. ~r . Sett ling ~rim: riljr in IJongkhD .. i, ~;;J ol ) korn , ~·.i1d ifo.korn Ph<·:noru, mos t of 
thcs0 people pl::i •ncd t o return .. ftcr host ilith:s C\.::i ... s t;d . At firs t , thu 'fh l'. i 
£iOV-.. r:1mon-~ did assist. t h(;n in r ct urnir1,.; , but · 0v cntu ... lly oouth V:iet n2.ra r efused 
e;nt r y t o .:my l~orc bcc.:::. us u most of t her.: upport Ho Chi U1in , :·nu North Vi et nlill1 . . . 
r ef us ed t ncr: r ;::pt.. rtr i :.tion b e c: .. "Jse tli c.:y h~.d c.nough t r oubl e c:.r ing for thei r 
popul .ti on .::l r cady . iciest of those; 11Thc .. i 11 Vi ct n.:u:toso h:~vc n ot t: ~ken Thc.:.i citizen:... 
ship <:: cuusc -l; h....,y s l ill ·~Pe tht~t on1.., d<..f they will b e ~. blc to r ot u r n , <~nd 
bee us..; of the sccund- cl:i.ss st ~ .. tus t h"" Th<'..i guv t.. rmn.1:..m t h:: .. s for c ud on t hcP-1. 

, ~ • I 

The s<:cond s:.mrc1.; 0f Cor;ililuni .st idL..ologist3 is tho se Northc-r..st Tk.i s 
who "' r e SC;nt 11 .-br o~• d " to North Vict n.:.r .. or Chin:. for i nt t:.nsivo propc:...g ... nd<, .'md 
insur·g0ncy tr~ining . h p ossibL. thira sourc~ r:ri.5ht include exi l ed Norlhec .. s t 
polici cLns who l eft 'i'h .iL.nd in th v e~~rly 1950 ' s <1ft. cr the .f<....11 o.f .Pridii. _ 

• 

- -- --- -----
-- -------
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Ti1 .. st .. tc of t!L l'1rth .. L.)c ·. pr ,;2 ,n t,> tn .. n , s,,,_;L'tl to b u sor.tc.:w!v ~t 
cor:fuscd , but n·:>t n~ c>., :,:· rily U!lp:r ~aj_c t.~bl,, _:,r p.._.·;s ir .. tstic' . Giv0n <-' .• fow 

Cl 
I • 

f vor·blt: d ... :v,.lopr..:nts , t.t : _ror tlit..· ... tit Lr J V· . .r~J Vkll r ,; · en virtu:· l oqu:clity wi \ h 
tr.·,;:.. irn;t::-c.. ,, of 'I'tr i sod .. ~ty . 'lhr .c '~hiDt:,.> s0c}. t:..) b:' .-f _u<..::·;,,..._.::'.Zlt iI .. p8rt-~ncc 
iJ • hia l::; ~~ing t;:-, C-.Ji t. : 0.:-1.t . Fir_;\,, tn..; e·~ntr".l ·~ ]·: i fJ v:.1J.Lc r:.u.:>t t one down 
tht..ir 11 cui.mtr:i' c .~·usi1 ,n ;t,i~ituc. ._s L )w·1·d i.0rtr .. c.:;·3t_r ._r ·r: . 1'hL ·rh ... i g-:iv1r,1L._;r1t 
.fl .S '. lrv·.ci-, u:;de .;ff ... Tt., i n tl12..0 dir '-Gti ).l. . Q __ j'ic ·. l :; r., ·~ 1e •ttr -· b\::d t •) l,;.:. rn 
t·,-. loc.:l ci -l c ct ... '1d c-. .... :;to .,;; sc r:: •> n .v.. nc. thi;; h s gr«;'.··tly i!iipr o v r;d thu 
m;.iport b. tl..-_dl ::ii.'i'i ci l .rid vilbsd', but Lh~r .. is still ··~ long w;,y t~; go . 
n oth .. r ., 1edur:.gin,"' .1 .. :_ ~'' is ·~h t t h(-; _; 0rt~k s t _.r ncrs n;JW h, vc: :·. f,,clin;S of 
:r·.,5ion: 1 id,~nt:.ty .d 1<;o~L- frx , .~tn::.r r ""~ ions cr1:; bee~;ming r.t-)re aw- r-. t,1~. \ 

t h"' ls: ... 1 c~1 s j_n f »ct h- .. v v .n <)..ld . nd rich eultur_ t.1. t is worth studying 
.nd r,\"Yb'-' ._v,.n worth ;;. v_,_ng . 

Thi, s<:evnd. t : .i;:-15 i 3 t: ::-. t t n.; Th<:, i g :)V .:..r'lll:i.t:.fl t J,1Us t eontinu.:; :.nd 
, ce.,l t..r tl d .:. volopm.;rll:'l pl n:; wh,•;1 pvs!:>iblE; . Up L: :;iu1 }-,~, Thi1i nilit. _ry 
g,.v .rnn.nt h .J insti tut . .::.c' d, v c.l 01)J . .,11t -.:·.'r- "W'i t gTudingly . It is h'.sicl~r ; 
µr0bl ~-. ,)f v.i1_,t;1 · r ·.J _ ,1..;t tb' rich . r r c..gi ns ';;ill btc. willi% t.) p our ., l ,_ rgor 
portiun of f1..JJds into th: po·::irc;r r \j6i ons . Thr.: n"1·r e ,.mstitution: .l ~..:;v'-rnr..sn t. 
is n0t f : r in the: flJtur~ , :.nd it i s P' ssibl:..; t h. t . p .rli:.n11:Jn t thr t should be 
::>L'C.- thiru ls:.<.J1 .• vD.11 be 1. ~c r ., eone ,. r r.cod ;,;i t.h th._.. poo r .'." rc.'.'..f; . ~ n .~w cov._..m-

.s r. Ult could gc :. l..:mg r:.y in 1_.:.:'.ing sorh:: o f the olc1 .nd p< ~inful friction bt-:twc1..:n 
th .. ljortht;r st ....:r n<:r.:3 · ~nd th.::. g ;v t,T! .J:•cr:t . 

'l'ht'. third ... L1 .·...i.1t .)f ch· .r1t;•- ;1'-e1.:<56' r y wi2.l h<; -~ eone0rt._..d ._ffort by 
fo.._. U . .3 . or <:ny oth \. r g . .iv'-rnrt~nt t c, ; s<.;ist in t h . .: d·.,vJ.opmr~nt of t,he r g i on . 
i>t pr..,;1,::nt, Ui'- L• . 0 . n s b, n .f<..1rcua L: vut ~-6 .. 1~ .. 1.j' of i ts _t)rogr~~r.s , 1Jut i f 
tht. \IL.tri r crisis e ·J, bt. :;<;ttL.d, Ll..C:'l rr10r11. .V -vc ulc. b .. i'r ... 1-d , vll .bli.ng tht.: 
._xp,.rn:i . .)n of ni:w Pl"oj.-cts i n t L.; :1Jorth~u.>t . Un.., · f the. eritic<.l n0ctssi.ti: s 
i b f_r tr e incr..., ... s~ ':.!'d lX.J<.n.;;i.)rt Ji' th0 ...,due ti0r1 .. l <:>;ystL:L . h.'-5<'.rdl(ss •,)f 
t h0 it.)Ui.'1t o f ·.:-con,::,rie d, v,,lv:jJ ~,;nt t .,. t t .. ht..~· pl cc , littl~ will b 0n . .;fit t:1c 
1L ~·r vil l ,g<.;r unt:..l he i s t .uf·t1t of lAL dV" 1,t g.Js o f irrig...:t i on, sueond 
cro})ping , -.,,1d f',~rt..i.liz c r . f•nd ..littl,, l orJ6 - r ; -If.~<.:. i1-.prov.._,rn0n t will occur u:r..til 
:·, s._i:,u th·~ · .:.dv,.nt :-.. g,;o ,_,f (;due .. tion f J r h i ::, chilci.r -.n . 

All t,}'~r.,1..: c.;.l-.1 ·_i1ts h Ve. been b._..gun, but t h·...:y r...ust b e g r c.·.tly 1.;xpc.ndcd . 
1v .r.1 ·~f!'n·t sh0uld be Li<"dt.. t~: brill.6 t h .. l [ · ;1 _r into tJ:L. r.:C:.ins . r .,_;u :; of th<; 
'iL .. j .con.iL2..e nt r«..tc~ur .. ,. 11 ti1t.. s .l:L(.;; t i1; . ..., , how.~v0r , thco P t...Oplc. shou..1..d b e 
t.:.:ncour:tg .Jd t :; ri.::i.izit,ti n t i1 ... ir e<.ltU':· .1 id •.:;ntit y . 'i'hJrc..; is n othing inherent in 
t:,eir cultur0 Li- .t would i nhiiJ.L.., t '. .. L fr1x: b cino '.rh·1i. 'J.'Ji . ..;y h•~Vt... ~''l «J. t:.: zingly 
r ..,;:;ilit.:.rit eu.lt,ur1. th: "; hus ;,·i i,,t ,Y.JJ y c;,. r ;;, ·)f CU G"t;rVit.,nev t o otht:.. r 0 ;JV•,rn­
r..,,,nts; tht,'T: r "' p r ... md , ind'-µLl .. C.,,r1t , c.nd h<..v~ .-:._ ..,~ ron.5 : ~bility t o produce 
l, .. ~·1 dvI1.J b.)th in t.hu vill~--f~(: 'i.d ln. r1: ~ t ior1~· l iJUlitics . 

The; I,,.::..:-.n .. r, ir1 f d~ eo11siC. r s hiEs0lf .::. L:o& person , but e. Thai 
c..i..tizco . He h s : ~ strong loy;~lty t o t:,t. Tl.. ·l }.ir1i.:; -.Ed to hi:; re~ . 
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By t.11 t J i'-i..:nc , ~··--i ""h . ·st, Tl .i L: Y! C1 , i-1it.1 i ts 'T C:". of 66 , 000 scu;.;.re 
r..il ..,s C)r:t~ third 0 f tl c r.;_ti Yl 1 : t , t 1 r·. ·) "nd 3L~ p ,.r ',:'.-it ; f th~ pop{:l ui ~n , 
should b ,c .~~ n llp;.rt,,·tt. i'Jrc.::. · < tti, . c ..:ru;·ic, P<llitic.l , cult.ur : l , __ ?1d .s.J c i c..l 
lif u of Th. il· ":.c~ , .Y<~t it h- ,_, y ,_ i., t, ') fiJ1d it.:; ,JL C1,., in t h·::: .~tL)nt.l life . 
h c . .::>nur:.i c, lly c.;pc J.i 1/!. , ·Vi·' IJ'-1rt ilc.. "~:t h: s. · l ',;: . .;r :-1 lr·.gg ud f -r behind t he r8st of 
th-..: fl ti on . ;. lthJU+ih fi .,ur .. s r., h' ro L .f' i.no : nd. oft,,,m do not :cgrLJt. , i t i_, 

csti1 t.t r:>d th -l:, il1 1953 , t h..·. :.crth .. , s1. V• .. r ;:;. . lne;"; ,; v'-:l s ·o. r ou.TJ.d 1+4 pd' Ooi.:J..t of 
t i,__ n tbn- 1 « ,-r· .f; 15:{ 1968 th~s h; ct in1pnv-.d t.; )nly 50 pcrci:.r t uf tnc 
n-1.ti (1n ·l :'v-.r· "~' 01 · ._;nc.- .:f·our t h of L1,; p1,.,r c .}) i t: i ::-1c.::he in tlh: c -.ntr~1 plc,ins 
n .gL m . Sine <. t 11:2. - .1:-H r c t- it iric,J!"'. r .. flc c c.s th" ; ipr ovc;r:.Wlts m; .d"' by toV>.rns­

_1) .0pl :, , wi:.c.• h .. v. ".,)_9I'OXi~ t "'l:r Uu, s r:-r, :inC•.)I~.(; r.s t -s n.1 dHclJ. ,; r ::; i n oth,,r pn rt::J 
Ji' ti:: '- c un r y , .nd .1.:. rg ~ f_ _·:::·,:r':> , it dGl.S ~,_Jt rv.lly r, fl~ct t h, 0c0noriic 
pusit,ion ,)f t'l<.: I:3·,n vill ;g"r . :W.ss th~i'l 600 b }i t (U$i:JO . OO) 0f the ""v :.., r .. gc 
por c: \piti~ ir1c0! ·~·.: i~' ii1 Cc .. sh -- tJiis r: ~.; n.s tL . w t .r_s .i.J.Jrth r;::i.~t vill· e;0r s r~c uivt; 
f .. r L .L;r; c."sh i nc·)J;:, th• .n th ._ ri- Li 1 ·.~ 1 " V t.;r· {~c • . I t is 1...stir:r.t e:d th:_t 78 p"rc y,· 

of th~ vill g"' r t> .Ln t ~ .... ~".::>rt : .. ~: .rt l', cuj V •.:, · b.mt il5 . 00 .._-:;sh i ncor:,!. ;~ Yv'- r :.nd 
c .mslll:l·.:: ;,~10thl.r .µl) . LiC Jr<>:~ i n Lir:id . 

h ~> t hl l.)li,U lit · J f i .nc•)t,'-' i..1 Ki nd t..') c •. 0h l ncoJ.L fJr the :.::' j ority 
vilL.g c.r s shows , t,:-tc i1'.'Jrt1 0::. s t vill g ~r .u; 11·,t y -.t inv•J l vcd in t b:.- c" sh e c0n :x --· 
of t itt.. 11 !..0d ;.;rn" world . nc b1..•i:;inr; t ·~ .d.,iuc;t to t h,. worl:ings ,J f th..: C'.sh e conor 
a s he :.djusts t D the. wid 1..: •,:0rlc1 'mtsic..'-' t L vi L gc (t:1:_1,.. k;,; chiL-fly t o th·~ 
iJ;,p r o vcd tr-.:~0 p:>rt.~tion .... :d co: cr·nmic~~tiun vf th. p~~st f ew y..o:-.rs ) ' out until 
th<:. p . ·st de c:.:.d". or s -:) z:,::m,•y w:- r:; " thing of J.i t tl:: r,,,;~nirlE; t o th e.. ru.r 1 i\Jorth -
e:.~st ,.rr,"r . The Horth , :~Gt f .ru.:r h::.s. tridition-'.'.1 1~1 b\.,•J£1 ::>cl f - s uff ici rn1t; he 
h'· s p r odu c-.d onl' ior t i ,- (J- - . 11 -:..::cl.s .v:•. L. s Lh..;~.1 depG11d1.;nt on the outside wor lC! 
only for 3uch n c c ..::ssi t i -.~'> .. ~> :,..;'(, .l Jsl < ,v·\- ich h could ncit Vlsily pr-..::duc 1:, . 
T11i s self- ~nJ: fic.i. c- it , sn-::.si st '·r c c. l "'v .J. pr :_,dltc ti-:;,n :.t-"Gitud. i s one.: ,_,f. t11 ,~ bi g 
probL .rns f .. cing t hos,, wh .J >'ish t.:i · ,:1cr"-':.lS<- i"ri· pr.xuct:i.on :ir tho r :::gi on . 
Th,.r ,:; <;c~tLs t o b \., J.ittl.. c .. Jnc .,ps ,:f r:.: xi~ . .lzi ru; ~L<tput - - f · .Y'!\1.,r s with l."-r ge:r 
'-.::il dLvigs oft en ct<.ltiv t (,; :.: _si 11'.'" r p_rc E 'G ' ;c of th[:J.. r field~:. . Govu:i1rtent 
offici .. l s of t-.:1• find th•..;i r ,Jf:f°'Jrt s t.> incr--.: ;,;" PI\.Xiuction by intr;xiucing 
innov, .. ti.::ms suet: < .. s fo~tiliz~r , st.:conc' crop~> , " t c . ;~ ustr;_t e;d b\,..caunc of 
this soli- surficLmt ·. tt :.t ud-. . Oth .r ·.'u.tsic,_ )bs _rv . .:rs h v.:. cur.n;1cnt ,,d on the 
rt.:luct~_n c e of th8 ls; .in f rr. ~ r to u; .1.l:' h i.uJ.;lf Ci·.,J..;;1001;t 011 J Utsi d-. i nstitut i .. 1. 

such , ·s t~1-. \{:Jrld i.;,. .rk-.t-, wl:ic]1 ho OC ...;311 1 t und...:nn .. :-.'1d , ·.)r trus t . T:i.__. low 
·2C:uc .tion .1 l.:VL!l in tho t:_,rt hc.'c.st cxp l :\ins ". loT of thi::; rcluct.:i.nc 0 . R6c en tl; 
,_ c;,w,~rru .. ~nt offici · l G<._id it Kould b e difficult t o pcrsuErl-. f . r1.1c r s t o a cc E:pt 
the 60V'.Ti1L'-.·;.t 1 s -~ff r t _, cl0 r tro (.:.s ·nd s tur:\p s .:t r or. their fi ,_ lds; they 
co1~ldn 1 t r v~ •.d t !-;..:: ~gr..:,.n .. ilt. ,.!J.d W.)uld

0 

bo ;:1 fr_ic\ t o sig!,. i t b;,,; c: .~us..: th0~' f utr-.d 
th..::y r:.i!;ht b;., si,si irie, .w:: t~h.j. r' _.Jr.)p-.rt y rii:) t s . Jr::dition- 11 , JULside 
instituti .:ms ".r,, i ut t o be.: trust-.d -- ·. ad t h<,t g·xs fo r the. c or petitive: v_rk .... t ­
pl·-. cv .:.:. s .well ;: :,j th". g .. :iv"·n r ,cnt . S.::>; c f , .r r ur s wno .JJm1,., ri .:::n c c d th ·:: t e rrific 
dc;cJ..inc in th0 }wicc <.1f l{u,r-:.;.f u.ft :.Jr b 0i!i.6 · ss~rcd t ri, t i t H .. s indeed '' gJod 
c:.sh cro1J f 01.md t his •:iut u0ly too well. 

r>. t ti tudes ·)ff:....rr.,•Jrs ' ~re not 0 f c. Ur')'- t h.,, .:mly d t t err: . .:;'.1 t t •) ucon .:;,r .ic 
p r ogr ;.;ss in. th(, !Jorthc.::i. s t . Iri ;:.,o::;t Gf 'l'h--l;L<.rnl , f rre rs l':Ui;t onl y be b.Uc;ht 

~.) do bc..tt ... r wh1 .t ·he/ •. r e 1 ll'i._::::.. d.1 doi n:; , .,. g . , to us -. b ;.tt L.r .;t.r: ins of ric t.: , 
to u s :; fer iliz1..:r , _,tc ., t .., il;:pro v 1.J th1.;ir .. co;1rn .ic P'Js iti on . IL t-llc, North~:·st, 
howcv-..r , the 1::-.r· d i s n0 po:c .~d t t1c .,., -t c.r suppl y so l init.,d t h< t siJ . .ph: 
t.. duc<.tion 8f f:'.rr. ur wil l n0t. solve; t ~1e p r olJl o" . Th~ .Lnd of . ;:,h ,. K.::> r <:.t Pl< t c.:u 
is , f :ir the; r,:os -i; p .rt, hi6h , dIJ' l ; ~rd . i_u · of it is hilly, S J L:: is t c rr:cd 
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11 r:;;;ri;; i n ~1 upl· nd 11 .!1d is " l~•t ..,uit . bl,::; f 'I' rict..; otri~ r J_:,:-1d which is u;· :.d for 
r_L (, is , in .. ctu,_li ty, L.rgi.i, ... l fur tr,is cr-_;p , Co; ~· r0 ri.:; ., )roC.ucti:m ~)er 
h_,t~.crr.~ i::.l the t~ "-'rth'--''st witr: t .h.. t )f tl1a r,_st '.)J tl c C·)Uil.try: In 1960, th,, 
;,:.Jrt-111,;<.st produc t..d 1. 03 I . . -Lric t. _1::,/h c.t <:. crc· 1vl1il, : th;_: r~:~1t of th::: c :Juntr<J pro­
duced l. 66 u"tric tGn:>/k7-<.~ crG . 'i'hc:, -6ricult.u.n\l }Jr Jduct v:.hic... / r ,·.i i 1 the .;;·re 
ye: r w· .s 14 9 .D<~ht/:i:· .i i:.; r thL: 1: .:rtb." .o t c.,.1 'P r 0 ... :d ~ . j.-~ i-, .ci.:a : •1 __ r· .g., ,_if 26C Br-.ht/r.i 
fJr t i-t,; n.:. ti ..;n "G: -,~-hol .. . J.~t.1t •.nly i:: thr.. J..'.:rc,_,..,_t·g_ uf l·-:--d 1·,hic:1 i ;.; cultiv·_t~;d 

Lvi \18 P ·~:r cen.t) , but t .. f> Y' CC'-td:i. r. n r .. 1..;,, _,r \-:1-, t is cuJ_ti.v ·.t'-d is pp.::.llirt5 , 
.sµ.,ci: .lly ~; u.in y .. rs vd.-cl, t~ ct·.,.; .. t. ,~1· . Ch•.r"g'--s -....f crop.> , ".'.H.i C0L[)l..::t.:.:ly n ow 
tktl. '..Jdi3 )f' f .. rr·in,_:: r ,; nc.:c·,s3: r:1 t o ir}lrovc pruciuc:t-i on . 

f'ic ,, is t he. r-;_,,in cr.)p i n til" . ,re , .J ccupyin~ pprox:i..r:;;.tdy 68 p ,,:rcwt 
Jf' 'Lot:,l f · r:r::l<1r.d . .. 'st ·>f L.h,~ r ~c "' growr1 i s ) f thL: glutinous ur ; i sticky11 
\' .rL .. ty ·ivhich h:.s ~ short .. r gr.)wine; sc.~, :3ult t h "" til e. non-glut:'~ . .nour; ¥- .rid:,i.._ s ; 
it L; 'ls·- f :,v c·rL.d bJ . 0rU10: st .. r .. L.rs . It. i::, n•Yc, howcv L:r , !m · t,;d t o the 
n ti.Jn ·l r.i l"h_t r:s it is nut. in r:;uc h d'-'1: 11d j_n ,1tlh.r r ,gioLs ~1 r f cJr • .xport . 
:-.ttLr.pts to introouc·~ 0th -r v. ric.ti, s- if ric , ~>uch .s t h,; n~w high- yic.ld 

·1 ilit",p:inc v; · ri L: t y, h-.v"' , .. , t \ ith littl.. succ ,._,s : TLL. f....r:,~<.Y'i3 d on 1 t like-:· the 
t: ~t~ A .th. . .: rll.w v:,ri,,ti1:..s 1.nd r;o L mg ... s tL ,.ir r.1~· in i;".t .._. r .._. st is in proc!uction 
f >X: t'.1Lir ow: DOLds , u~c~{ -W::.11 n.:it w,.nt to Cf!, ng._ froL tn ir old, L.r..ili· r 
1 I / • ·.· 1,' . + 1 • ' -' f . ' • t I. . ' • 11 b 1:.0··:~ H r,i~w. J.:JXPtcl'J..Lic:.n..,s : r ~ .) cing CLYrt0 c,.i _nu ~- ncv v·· ric< ·· vf1tlc1 1 ·wi c 
b.YL.ii nic;l .. r - yiLld ~-..1d ·.t cc'-'pt~.bl tc tc th .... v:..ll· ·g ... rs . 

Oth t.r crups curnntly g n.:-w:: i '.1. th,, :forthc< .st include curn , augr-.r c::..n" , 
w t rL1c::l0n , c ·.n.t .:.:n , <.md k,,.;,1c.f . l'.dlc f i ~" th , ·L<'.rg c:.:t c· ... ah crJp grown . Its pro­
d1~cti.m incr-c •. sc.d by 1)00 µ crc ,:nt.. fr )J · 1957 to 1961 "s ;· rum1t t._) f ~ g JV0rrJ:1ent 
driv, tv L1tr::iducx it .,: s . s c c ~nd crvp . It J:ic';ht lJ,, ..... go .. 1d s~ cond cr·:J~ for the; 
.Jrt:·H;ast :=~ it c· ~n b e 8 !' )\'V)l 0Il n'.:wl;, cl ,, i· .d f 0Y' Gs t l: .. 11J. or 0th...: r U,.iL,nd : .• r ._ct 
not :->uitcd for p!.ddy . Its pr:xiucti.:in, tlnu"' , d.x ::i n .Jt. int"rf,_r 1...: with the ,-:.:·dr1 
crv,J - rice . Tht.:. initi ,l ;pti;:i :;!, :.b,mt L..;n· f .s ;· c sh crop h: .. s , hm1cv .r , 
b,;"n dcs:i.cc.:...t(;d by ~. dr .r. tic p1·icc cLclin~ followliJ.6 :.:.n .. )v1~.n.bund.~r·c"' of such 
fit.rs J!l th;_ int , rr~ tion :.l !': .. rk .... t, . 'J:'}1 ._; lou pricG nv;"· "/). id f .J r t.J-:JrthL·";:it kcn-f 
is .ls ; du" inp-·rt t, th· 1-'W uu, lit;y Ji' h:ton.f p roduc~d . Iforthu-.:. :..;t k~nc.f is 
Jf lJw qu:.lity b ; CU.S ·.J h'-'r'-- i0 'insi..1.fficLnt vr tc,r t ,j 11 r ct 11 (pr:)cGss ) i t . li.-;..nc.f 
proc~Jsing T t..: 1:J.r, s 3Ll ' .idrr.•_; th(. r c,'--d s i 11 w ... t ..,r f .J r ; .. Lmg \vh il .. , · .nci tho.'1 bcc:~ting 

\ 1,t.1 ti brc..:J,_ U}) u 1.:.; fibo...;rs . lt is pr~'cess w1,ich r ;,quir'--~ gr·o: t cL,.l ·)f 
w .t..:r , wl ich ov ~r c uch of tr:~ ~~or·thcc.st i n just n-.>t w : ilc.·}.i., , 

;-tg< .. in , t h'-. 1.:r-:...b:~ .... L. co~ d}.:.S d:-,1..-.:11 t . .J VJ .... t ... r. Str~ti ;:-; tic. ~ 112,- :Jp ,...,;-_ 10..r1.g, the.r e 
sri'uld be ..:ri"0u~~h 1 :t._r, fo r · dcr hu_st ot; .. l r i~1f· .ll c..c.:u" ls :'.nd , in s::ir.:c r-.:gi ons, 
,,.,{t::~'-'ds t!18 t ot.:.~ , .... rmu:,l r,.ir,L·.-::L1- 0f Uh.: rn ... rt :1 .nd cGt1tr:·,1 regions of Th;,il:..nd . 
':t1v si1ort, c..::nc-..:ntr, t'-'d r: iny ;.;,o::.son , th,~ ni6 ,i. till:r 1:-.nd , <:.{d the s :-.ndy , c .>:. rs c­
tc.tur ;d :.>Jil co1::birn .. , how, v ·_r , t c r L;!ld<o r the.: l-J1)rt ;11.;.:. st lrid ±'or i:~ost of tho 
y0.:.r . f .. r L1<.rs in t:C-11:;. <:. r ec... r ' i ;-:;_ on " crop » y,,; r, c.~u.ring th'-. r li1y su.".s.;n , but 
tnc o'L.ht.r 6- 8 r:tunt hs .Jf th,, · y,_:: r UlL i~'Ld in th ...: · .lihrtht, .:3t is .:.f> dry ~-s tho 
pr vcrbi::l b,)n:.... . In f· ct , ... V'-';;. during t he · rt,iny ,, ,, _; , s ;n .. k .ri::;._ portLm :) f the 
l ~-id is dr;y bt c«u:;.., cir . iri.,_g·~ t . ~J·.cs 1,)1-i.c" s , f.· ... t . On"' who h, . s visit ..... d. th'-' 
r _gi:Jn will ~1ov,_r .f0r·t_,,, t th .. thicl, r < ddisi1- br 1wi1 dus t; this dust t ypifL;s th, 
.· ,rtl., _&st 1 J :;;.. j Jr pr<)bl.,;. -- l :· ck of Wbt r ~ or , r-:·. t L, r , l~_ ck of ti. C.equ<.,t· .:: i,v-c:. t t..r 
c ;Y,t r .Jl, for ti1·,; r c · r.._. t L.Gs 1'/hcn t h,__ f rr-c rs suif•_r fr -:>L tt.'O r..uch w- t (, r (r<~iny 
SL ':.S .Jn floods c· ...-. d---stroy · .. f .- rr _ r 1 ~3 crops ·-.s e<~sily ,, s ,·. 1 c;. ,_ o f w;· t c.;r) . hhon 
· ,,..,d .. bcut t w_ needs of th,,ir pc.;•.)plc, vill .. gc l "' .. d 1.;r s :>.re qUick ~o respond t h:'t 
v: .t '-'r c,;ntrol " nd s-\ or~;g ~ -. r ~ rn.iLber Jfo., un th,,i r li:3t; it i:;; e.:::.sy to und c rsL.nd 
w .. j' . 



• 

v:-~ri..:;us proj"!Cts h .. v~ b l,._ st· rt ,d L :.. :i.irovi d., tl1v l.Uch nc0d0d Wc. t ::r 
con t r ol .. nd irrig· t:i.on f . cil itL,;, . 01, ll".:,L :·!m1g Ui:_,;1.- r;_, vill(. gG-lcv ol 

1)r0 j cct s st,.rt~d by -.L!:.biL i c•u.:;; vill· g_. le .. d'-'rs .nu ) p.:::rh~.ps , cn c .:;ur ~'g c. d by the 
l oc".l L.inks ·- s r.kri t - ;_.,·,kin:; · .cti v~_ti Al . (':::•::-i'-- r Jl .. , Jl .c-irogr-.ossi v" r.onil.s in tho 
dw.:l opm ... nt proc: .:; s i s ·:n int";r . .;sting f:.ct0r . ) Th .. ,s .... pr:.,, ,j._;ct~3 11 y L-:: fin: ,n c '"'d 
0!1 tJ.1 . ., loc ··. l l · .... v -... 1 Jr -t,11~~l r:: ~- :: c, l v.._ sor_ . ~id fr 1.)~ ~~ th .... : ccr:. t:. :.1 gov0rm~k..:~t . 

Th.1 gY\Jr n;"._nt ·:r .u ,,)..c...;:,d:i.Lc:l:>' :-;lm; i!. r vc;eniziI1g tL; .. p r 0bL.i:s ·.,nd nc,~ds of 
t h., .. Jrth,, st (s ·_;,_ tth s 1;;cti )n on lis':,cr:') ) but ;3inc,, th._ 1950 ' ~1 , iL hrs 
r '- a!):J:1d .... d b:r 1·--· :liz.ir;; t. .·:. 1LC<--3c;i:, c:f i5·=-· c J:-;1r ·,Et . . 2. ;:r:.L,. t ~:':Co :in th 1.- rugi•)n . 
Gc11t r :. l g-Jv ._ rn;::,_.nt ~.id (i.s 1Jr ·Jduc .:..ci i LprLs:Jivc r. _;rnl t s . Tnc g:w ,rT..::1cnt 1 s fir s t 
six- y_, ,r pl n ·-.lf 1961-66 b,_~c,n -. .. ..;rk 011 infr ·., - structu~ · l pro.j c c ts suc 1 ' .s r o as ; 
d '.LS ) ._Le ., .r,d includ . .:.d s ·::ir_,.._ W'.) rk r.t t '-- ill · g.; 1 1.-V(,l . 'l'h _, st.. conct pl.:.m , 
i3ChC;dul"'d f .jr 1967- 71 c·.A1tinu• ... 1> W;) rt.: or1 the 1:-rgC; pr ... jocts .::T1d i n clude v illJ.gc 
lc:v cl pru}-cto f Jr s0ci .l c i.· . tg"' :11.1d <..con.:;LJ. c; cl ._vc.luptc;_nt . 

. LrJ.r,.~1 .. c.~ ... x s h ... _v\; bean. LL..ilt ~t f'J. .. ~ 1~\.Jilc.~ irt lJ-..Jr1h.L ·.n'. l l')r\)vir1c c , L-· ~ .. t Pr: .. ~ 
ir. h: l :.:i.s i n , Lu:c ']\)L ~·'.'> i in Vuul, .~i.nd i:L;: f>ur~,.~ i :1 3 ::ih·-.ll ~" ,,o r n , nd 1:n1y othC;rs 
~. r., s ch"du lcd f or c::m~truction . lrr ig.cti :.>n ~:;y·s t . !':" tu c·is tribut c t!w w·,tor 
fr .;-r,~ th"s,, rc::>d' uirs .r" :..lso pr .. : ~kntly unc.:c r cJn;.;tructi.::m . now,_v ,,r , l_,s s 
th:~11 on1.,- t h i rd uf .:.~11 cultiv._tl,d lu1d in the · r ,.: i:1 irrig;:,t cd . 

. .. 
lib0lr~:t~--nt. L; ... J. ct l\J, .::. ~~cng i ..:·. t\.hon~,: un is l) .. ~ rt of t f1c L ct·H ... r t.uk:ong 

Hi v_.r Be. s i n froj"'c t 0f th ._, Uni t ..:d ;\J tLins lihicn will I-1 r 0V:.cic.: W'~t ._.r , "'l..;ctricity, 
flood contr ol , :,nd C. Vl~:1tu·•lly 1· whoL ~i.w· , con 1r ic cli n t::.: f or t he Nort h<.,ast 
1':Ci..i f .·.r r,; .... r::> . Tno pr•) j, ,ct , which >dlJ ct._.vcl '-'P t li .. , J: . .r_k-.lrig :.~n<l it s tribut.'1.rics 
f ')r U:.>c by th,. f.iur n;.tions ~'n th •..: b· rd-.s uf r,1·1, l•,'--k..)l!f;: i s .l s..:: c:.rryi ng on 
r cs""rch t '--' h"l) with the : .. 0Licrniz'.tiA1 A' f : r; i ns :.n tb. ..... re:, when ::daqU'.t c 

1 w·_:.t\:..r is .: \' ..... i L_ olc . Th L: r'ilJt ~ . .nd 11._r ,: .. )nstr~ ~t ion. F ~ r: f c,r Irri;.· .. tc 1d Agri ct1l turc 
i n h. 1.- s i n , c~ juing 1"00d · .nd ,.,~ricultn· _ .. l Uri· niz; .t ion .'. nd. 'l'hc.i goVd!!L!cn t 
proj , c t , j ust _ one \;;X.J .pl.,; : .• ;'•On,:;:.,. r~.'l pr:> j . cts , i~ ct, r r y i ng out ..,xp..;rir:K~nts 

t l) d .,vll ,;.Jp n c:11 cr .. Jps , .no ric.thxl:-; . .)f cultiv".tion f Jl' th.: l·i0rt l1t:0.::.st . Exp <. .. Tirce:nts 
: ~ r" be:ing do11l. tlic,r<_ t s , t it:L r fh .::. i~OV 1.-r:11c..,nt f .rL!t;) with cr :-;ps '"hi ch c<.,n 
bL; grc·,vi-1 d .1r i Eg; the dry f3':;, s.m wi l.L hcl i:i of i.crig ti on . E...'<'~ , ri1~.'-:rt. s < r..:. bdng 
dc..n" t::i ci"t ... n ::in,, :. ~1Jropri L~ cr.JpG , v ri,,tL:3 , fLrtili~ lcrs , 1_~·~tlYJds of irri ­
g.ti,Jn ,. C;tc . 1~; ·mg t!,, cr . ..ips bt,illt; .. ..xp...:ri1 -._..1 h ,d wit !" < r·. cor .. :, cott.m , soy 
b.,~ms , 1::ur1g b.,;<;ns~ -·-nd ;;.;o nuts . It is hoped th: t th us v c:~n be intr0duc •. d t o 
t h,, f -- n .c-:rs- \ h,:; vd.11 r , ,c,. · v c· i r rit:s ti :m w: .. L.r . Pr .,~-;.~ntly, L.r E"•-r :, on tho 
-o.xpc.rir:i"'ntlll .'.: ., rr: i n K· l ,:ji ::-: r c ccivv f;:-r ; ,, """d.., , f1.- r tili z.cr 3 , ·,r.tcr , 1:~·1d '~g ri­
cultur"l -.dvicc . 'l'h., r c is r;,..::1,_, succuss , but of cour·s\J iL i ;:; s l .:;w in cor:ing 
buc .. us~ .. u:f th..: tr;~QitiJiF 1 . ttitucLs J f t ho f: r J. . ri;; . fa. c .:. r c 0f f ·· n _,rs 
f i.., v::ir< .. blc t·.J n ,_ ,, i cl.__,_s will h-.vc t.:: b, LL..v cl..:;p,,d if r._ : l .gricultur~Ll pr :-Jgrcss 
is g "• i ng t o b" L'..~d ,, :in the ~'i.)rthe.:~st . L_;r icuh.ur . . l. educ~. tion "md c:duc,~tion for 
clL.igc :.n t he sch00l s , p:. rticul~, rly c .. t th .. : lmv1.- r pr ·.t,JL l ev el whicL i :cs f .::c r 
:~s u·ny vtll:.g0 chi l d r u:-1 g·:.i in 13cl1ocl, will h,; iuport 2.nt i n d .... v c.lop :U1s t h i s 
c;:ir _, )f r,;c e;f)ti ''G f .'.: rL lt; : .d._,rs . Sue~: educ <. t i or r;us b, st r css t>d by Uic; g ,)V1.-,rn­
:Jcnt t.) T€,i nfor c c i ts ...,th-..:r prJj c- ct s . 

r.. e i cil3 fr .jm ir:ri ;?;< .tLm ,"'.nd 0u.tsidc of th (, cr,Jp- pr oduci nt rea .. , the 
.~·~Vl;;rnncmt i: c_.'. rrying 1.m othGr ~:)roj, .. cts . to · i d thl~ cc0n·:jr::.r vf th.;:. Nort r1t':;, ~ 0· t . 

l-J.L1011g th~~ .:: ioTl: p r oL0ti0n of s i li.: r:: i3ing , i v1:.,stocK , ~. 1 1d fi nh . Ti'1e F'i sh(,ri vs 
V.,p-·r t;::en t .i s c. idi ng i'. rI.tCr::> with t{lt_, c.Jnst ructi on ,;f f i sh £)vnt.S ;._ nd i s p r o­
v i qii1g f ingt:.rJ.ings . Pl:..:.nt i ng ·) f f ist, Jn , 1:-.cg r sco.l i. is p r cs<..;nt1y ·being donl; 

t Ub0lr :.:. t .. n<~ , L:~i;, P, ::; , · ~q.d :·J:.:1 ?ung r LS\X Vvirs ; r;uch pl . . n t::i.;:1:;s wi l l pr~) b<.bly; 



.. 

:in:::r ._..·:.s,; .s LiL :' c : .. v1l •.Y b. c ·:.r ,. s ; v L .. ~ t ..:..~ f ._;r U1,_, ~H"-" j .. c·;:, . Tri-. <:nnw l producti i:--: 

._if fish fr :JL llb0lr. t -.n .. ! l iW i s v lu Li t '.:> i::illi_ ,r_ ;,·h t . lt .i. n . :-Jtii ~ t "' ci th t 
this will r is '-- t > 20 r::i2..1Ln' ]-- h".., w ) •L.'.1 1J1,, f) :t'u j c ct _i_..; c .. ;_,J l..:.:t. ,;d , 'l' L fis : will 
Oe h"Vcil bl .; t ' ~orth~:rnt -r·n .. r o: f,;• r 1.J ,,_ ir •>W;l C.·13UJ. i;..>l i 1n , t t us jJr v.id i.: ·1,; i' ; u d: 
need·.=· inc;r, . '"--- in pr .>t .. i. i m, ·J. .... -.n n v!ill l e~ t .. .;. pr ,) C ~:3 3 c,d f or distril;ut. i )Jl t ) 
1:1r g :.. ,J 1.~p ul ti0n cu1td· ~; ill tL r- <''. I'. .. · s - ~· t l .. ; -.: ( .mtr;y- . _;_f c mtinuin ; g >V :r!'l-
1..ent:..l support is f .,;rthc Jr.in1-; , fi shing r.. :-- u, c .JJ 1( • ~: L1L 2 1>. . Li · .l industr,y- .i.n 
t11,_. 11 r id 11 i'J )rt!-ic.:;.st . 

ILt>..;rt .. nt b .;t,:-, t,__. t !~. f' i s h il--:.i:: iuiu ::ot.r~,. t •d t :.i t h'-' d .;v .,_:upr.. c:nt of ::11 
c:.:.s crops is c.r1 d c- ;1:.:. t., , -r:,rr· 11s) ... rt L _,_n syst .. .r.. . I t h' s b--(.. ''. cstiL .. ~ tcd U1 t 
r vughly 50 p,;rc ..:nt )f 11!ort!"l ~: .,;,t '' · ll::.6;,.:o; · .r l. r ) :;-• r, t h n lG kiloL•;t ~rs "wny l' r or.c 
r octds l:.~:"--'·bl c.; by c:. r s li thL r .illj r,c :J )!l . 'l'J-;~ ;ov -_rnr .. ·.~ iL I G AC Ccl or 2. t l;d Rur:.l 
D'-v1..l o;.iLc1it (JJ~D j pr,>t; r "; ., t ik ; ~ J vl' d \ 't,l .; :x .. n t pr "J,, r · .:. i il t. 11c iii Jrth..:.c.st which 
w '. S st:..rtl;d in .J .~ . nu · ry 1 ) 66 , -S d ir._ ct. l ' :.o p '11 ;._ t . t r:;; Cm.-:r:mni st thr ._at , h · ~J 
<.s :.in-.. 0f it s r..: j .. ;r :r.x.ls th._, CL·ru1-_cti . .ln ·f vil.::.." F« s t ... '"le .JUt sid ,~ l.,,:i 1" . ..:-.ns 
of Lede r ro· ._d ~> . It is h ;xcJ t l· .t '-· v · ''· L:~ .2.1./. n·~ vill .gc will be f< .. rth ..:r t': n 
3 kiloL1ct · r :.; fr ,r._ :.:. f L. c:d1..r r ~i:.d . AB.D i s d,;LtL: . c;: .. id j L' ;J .:; f 'oringins t h ·..:· Gut­
sidc world t.) th l; vill:.g.,rs, :i r vic e.. v ,. r s< > <.11c!. t:1iG ·. l :mc.. will givL. iL1p.~tus 

t o (.;CJnur,ic ckv c:l .JpL ;_ nt . £\.op l u w11u s'-'-' wrv t tlk :JUt. siciL. wvrld lY· s t 1..'·uff .... r 
prob~.bly wi ll hav'-- JJtur._,; inc c.:ni:-iv'-' t c b . c: : ... c· sh-pr~<' uc .... rs . 

I n .:~dair,i :Jli t ,, r o· d builain.; , .t->.LD ,Jpur .t..:.s t -' '-' c 'm r -:-.g .:l dcv.:;lopnent 
t hr 0ugh (.J1C ;Jur, '.g·,1 !Cnt ,_,f · g ri- bu. :-> irl vss (th,, p r .:ductioii cf c<:.csl crJps ), thr ough 
its y0uth w,_, rk,_, r p r ogr ...c. v: '.1d~ , tr ._;_'.", ... d y .. i.mc,~ pv·.)plt:; try t) b r ing cornuniti C;s -
t Jgcth..:r int .; wwk:hl• .. un i ts , 'cy g iv::_ng i._ dic:.,;, l n;.;od t11d i n r.;;-• y other w;_ys . 
?r .ic:rcss in : 11 ._1 f t h, s ., · r 1.-:. s i.; .!1 <.;c.,f'G r :r . Un. , -.f t:1,, L)st inport.::.nt in the: 
Lng run rrc y b e th 1... prx .. oti un .. Jf -- gri- b .u3.in.::,ss 'o· c:' u s'-- TlL.i f:.~rd.;rs rn< cl l ots 
,)f counsvl :..mo :: ssisL-i iC .. i r: \1 coring bu.si 1 c~s.;r.. ,,r:/fc n,0r:.> . Cr edit c.i.nd r .: rki. .. tine:; 
coop •. r .:..tivvs , l ._, n s f r Jl. ~ l.J: ~ ni;, ~, ~>iL.µL bu ;'J inv:i s due. ti.)n -- i 1.l l th,~sc · re: 
d"spl,r [ t.l:ly n1.;cd_ · by t h,. ifort lk:.st v..il· g-.. r~; . 

Th .-; ttLL prJ<S r .'..J . , l-Jc·u ly lU ~. r th·- c ·,nt.r·:)l )f th.: provinci:. l g ..Jv c; rnors 
t _, pr:)vid '-' : S l;l'iS c.; d ' p r·ticip t i~in , i s p· rt ... 1 t,., ,~ _,v .. r ;:l l <.; c ..;noLi c J.J l n f .:··r 
ti1e I'!ortheast . I.J .... vc;l:;:J ,:d 1 s t y r :_ s ·. lJnL- t c. rr . ·.:.rid C .JLpr.~h <.:.1 siv:.. r '-g i ..Jn:.l 
d"V·vl vt->Ildlt ~,. l pl<.:-1, -;:, ::.~ i'l .w2i.: (: .r_,rtr1 c. :.tst Ec..;n.x-ic lJ ,,v c; l '.)pi"~·-ilt) 21 .. n is t.n 

r · tt..:m t 0f tr:c l' h ... i t__>V -~ rru :. c;,1 t t u £; r c...-- t l y Ltfl u,,r c ... g r 'Wt], _, f t n,. r ~gi.Jn in 
Llh: nt-xt fiV t.. y u ... rs . It VT .S -~.i"Li· ' t (_a · Ly tl l\ .. v ~)r: t.itt ,_,_ f..ir trk Dcv clo1JHur:t 
Jf t ;,_" !·jor thec st .nc pr j .. ct p r ip . .::s ... ls \.'r.i_l b'-- dr.?.WJ1 . UcJ fr .Jr.. sugge:sti :.ms ~rnb-

l- d tt '--d by vi.lL.g 0 , t . .J; b ;l , -.~ .d pr,ivinc .~ l ·1 d '--rs . It is , ... :xp.__ctl)d th< t .~. s r<. 

r 1.-s1..lt Jf thi u pli. .n , l' . I'J. _r p r c ,··.;:;i -;:,<-. i n c x .. >Iill b.._ L.:.JUL,lL.d i. t t h u c-nd 0f 
fiv 0 y<;c. rs . This is ;._ bi6 ts!~, c.i.t . .J::J. L. th:.i,, . t. y 'Q ,, ;iccoe,Jlish c Ci if th0 rigl1t 
shps . r.:, tc..kcn . Suc.1 d vv .... l ;pr.1c:1t is c ·~ rt .. i11ly nc..ccss:.ry . if: th'- Iforth .... :::cs t i s 
t?;-J:ing t o t ci.c i ts pJ ... c ... ·.s '- 11 i1:1p crtdn. p . .rt o f t. n'- Th~:i n , ti on . 

s 

ne 
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,.,h.:; ~:- ·.n::;u~.~v ·f t 1
,.... r"tr-,_·_-,r, •.L!'f r;; ·· ,r •. :_t ci.JL:l f r :Jr:1 th\., l: .ngw,,;._; 

•f c -..·:;tr. l Th.·L.L ,J.q · 11ct t!-L - t~.-.r Y-l:· .. , :;_' th C.JUl:.trv . ,. ~i. wly- ". rriv--.d V:1lun­
L,.v r , ::.;:._x.iou8 t ; t ,:.:,t :·,i:; J..i.:;tcni ~1fl: ,1c .. ;J)·..;.i\int:; -bi lity, L-~' i,,;cll b(. disr.i.·.;y;:;d_ 
·t th•~) l: .i;f; Ui ,?;C bitlA; ti '!l j_n th: . l' •J'..'.. , (, ,,Lt r· .1 'ff;._j_ is :3i1.i)ly n.'.)t 8p:)}{,..;l1 by 

·;:.J:.;t vill; ,g1; l1Jorth.__ust.rn.rf.> . i·>. ..... ·-'l)J, c_:"t ' •. ·-,r: ·, _, •. J c.i_ti ·s .,;:'1: Sill ...... d \. t: .~ :t'.;ngic: 
di J.. ,,c t , but dJ s·_, .. )i.'.,). :ih1 ;: c lLin' t.· :; 1.c_) ~·::.. ~-.:; , ,-. ... ch -: .. ~3 .ffici .. ·ls fr.·.; .. B._ngi-...:+. 
·:r t u f~r t:igii;..r ~> wJH, h v . L .. · rn._L,_ .;;~~-J !!_;:· .•. !~ ::. .. · i . 'i.'h· ~- i..,; .:1.J.p.!Js .. ca~- ti:,, 
;ffic_;_. 12-:....r1c.15 , . .f.r ,·h_.-:; t::_.1~ .:; ,,_.;_~ . ..., ,·'r.-.r ;:v·~:: .. -...i:t :ctiviti'-s, ':ur:. us'­
)fit in ';ch.::-.... l s v. ri· 3 fr :J, run. 1 ... · ..... ~t ·:..'"'.-lie ti:· ..... ci,,p_ :1ding ·,n +.ii• .. l J c"-1 . 
situ tLff1 . i 'h,. l ; c:.l di; L ct , :~:!: ' " p!r.::> pi:yJ.:n m .. .'n~: 1 1 L ; , ;·1 •• w,,vc.r , +,L, lbr:..incnt 
l'-1);'.,U •• 6•- in .· lJ. p . rt :; 1f t!.;o ~Lrt!'h..· s t . 

Trit, L>c <,. l di· l...Ct.3 v·. r./ f r i...,"' G!~ c r .• u_ci i ·'n r.ii' l f_.c:: :!.' :i-;urir· ·r: ) Surin, 
r:.nd _p,: rt ~:; ~- rrff· j srir;: -:., L .. , 1, ·ngu: gco~ 
1f th \..; SI.: l J_ <..:tiiriiC 6r0l.ps :,;t,c'.· . ::.; Lt•, r1ht~'uh i. (o '-· t]: f,, ;3 .... cti0 of ?.J.)pl1...-s . ) 

;.l.h\..; ; .. 0s t CuLJ.-.:;n lcc~. l di·.l.cts re .. l.~ ) n .VJ v r > v l'l ''::t.:; :,f Th; i-1: ~ , > ~- Th:::i 

,f Sr i st~ .. h. t t t 1,,_ . .Jl" 1, 'l. l ~L '1} i: 

l- 11gu, i:','-' cl.J~><- t·~ U 1
._, 

11 trL".11 L _ ·Jr' L .· s . lt i.s st.!J _;· t .... d th· t tlicr 1..; ~. r--., :cppr.~;­
xi.J. tdy 37 .L_ ,J di. l.__cts . Thv c.iii'L.r i~Cd.i ::.; .. ~n'-' ti" .>c d2.~.l,_c;,:, ·. r ,_ gL:nL r : ll;y 
slic:nt, h·.ving t ' du Hit.11 t, ,)J.,_ er. ,,;~\.;..) ~. d y,•Ll ui1'f,_. r ,.iic ..... s . Ti·,,.r1..; i ) h 1..}\ ,1,...Vd' ) 
a fl. 1 T.1 i cv:~blt . .; ch2.~\,J .... s 1

. Et.. ,:,-'\.:S cl ,Js· ..... r t._ L s . C~oine; fr .,r .. ~ r. h.: s: r .1~ i~l.~ t ~ 
K; l sin t ~ S· ~i . Jl N J .. •:ri t-i L .k.:.:i rn lJh·.;:-i. ·I . ) cm.-, ~10tic 1..s 1 dr:;p in c::L-ri ty of 

· S.P\..:•..' Ch , ,:n incr..,._o;c in ri:::::> .liz .t::_ ·;r: , :.:K .;tr, .r vid.,;1 c ,,s __,f incru:0ing "L: co­
iz:-.ti ::m11. 

In l'.' l:: c cnt y(/~ rs , t l:i .n.r.:r., ch i "'fl,'{ t'.' :r· Qj :. · nd in ·, SLLll .J r d .• g r ... 0 t c 
tcl'-'vi s i •)n J tn1.r·,, L-.:.~~ :.-vulvu:! '· 11st··.l;G, ru 11 ls· ,1 ..:_ .. tc;i..:.__0.:.. 'l'hL; is tlk (.;dUCc'.t c;d 
:~->Jrth ~'.S tLri'1 c rs 1 1- ni;u L·'·' ·'nd i ·:; t-11 __ 1- n, v t~·-· A' l/" ... r c~i.~ ·.nd TV . h,Jr;t N-Jrth-
c··.s t c. rnL-rs c~m ,)rob·~oly UJ.1< ._rst·nd this l 1!/:'U' Tl:. · s :!. .. ngu;.g<.: is now b ei ng 
t:•1J.6'.t t o ~ t lc.~~st ;;_;r-, 0f t;. ..:.ficj_ ls C .J .in~: f r __,r. ·t:-i .. r rvgi.)nS t-> tht. rLl:rth­
.;~c St . In the p st_, tL ... s •r'L_ci ls \; r. 1· _., t-11 t. l.,: 1 :-;:;t, v•hcn th._,y .. rrivcd ir: 
th"' 1vc..r th0<!st ::.!'le c: us "'cl :. -, r ,, t c.1 ... l. ·f r,_;-: ... ·iL ~r:t L~: th"'_;_r i.11:•.cili -w:-;c to spc.:.k 
the 1 -J·c,_l l ":rigii< .gc '-nc... t:: .i; . .r .l'-'.r t: !l , ti; l,~· r:: i-t. . S .; ..... , ir ·)gr c:::>s h .. s uccn 
r..: .. 0 in this ;: .. re<:. , but c .:rv. :;_ril;.r tn.. pr· )· l ,..: ,f l 11gu. .. f;tJ is .. rl<.. whici1 ir. the 
p:1st h.-;;; -:.dd ..... d t; tl:"' .l!t .. g J;c i m. :J'-t:;,1,•.:.,1 tk i'J~rtl·, ...... ~ .. t .2:ci U k r ·.Gt )f th-, 
c .mntry . 

~p• .... J .. ,r s .1· n .... n - .L ·'-' lii l ·,ct s ( 11iv r , 1.)'.ll!.t:1:· i , .. tc . ) g,.r10 r <.ll;:l lso 
~P·-· .!-. tn t; 11.i c :~::._ Y ~·i ti ;, "f /-, .i - L 'I'hi: 1,._, .r1~· tt..-;:, f _,r :5 r;,_ ;; JrLi_--.st cr?wr~ 
cu1t rc.:.l The.. i. is t h ..... ir t:1irl.'. l(·n-:;t... t-,L . F 'r vlrtu:..lly -: v . .rf r -..:;ic,_,nt : f tr::, :.r..,.:... , 
'l'h:• .i. is tf1 .., s · c :-nc. l ·-::~· €_,, • nd t1~ is .. pn ,:-,• .. nts ;'.!•, ·. f ~;·,~ l,· re; ~0t b" rri " r:-' t c th'-
succ0ss v f t:1. ·.cluc :. . t.i.. '.-1 :-.y0t ....... i:-~ :....L, :i,.rt:,, __ :3t • .[,._.e;i l1nint,; .... L'::Lnt .ry ~~tu-
!._, .ts i i th,_ J:·~urth_,:..:.st ! ... 'J.:,t, l"-'-rn to c1.:: .• ;, . nd undc.rst.'i1d Th.:.:2. , n::>t Jl ly r,,:_,d 
· ;,d wrh·J it , .. nd until hey r..:.:-;t ~r cc.r.tr.,l Th·· j v, r y 2-ittl c L ... rni.rit c<.:.I1 L :.ko 
pLc" in their _1th ,,r :::;ub j L. cts . M .ci. }_!;n,:,lir;h .:·.~; t'.-.: irci ..., . f uu rth l,.11,.;u !:'}-' :.t 
dk Pr e tur, 5 l c.VLl i~D d y -.. u rc.. . . l ly h~.v , pr'...>Ll..: .• 

Volw1tcer s in t c N .r t L ... s t ih _:, w., r k r:-. inly in L,.)\"I'."ls · ;1d with rocson­
.R.y 10:duc :_tt::d p co.01..:: , , . g . , T.LFL ti_',dkr::; : c;.r. [_;.L l·r:g with:.:ut : .. knuw edge. 0f 

;JlL3'.:~. l t;:.~.:.cn , but i:t is ; lw,;·~, · s"f;_::_l t) l.Il1 u• .. r:.;t. ilu . • -> :·.uch :.E p _,f; siLl,J .Jr c uch 
, f tL'-· i,.;:..i rl a ,;f ffo rth v. st '1'n: il. ;-1d L. .y p -bS y ... u by . Thos e V'"·lunt .__urs wh o sp~:na 

gr .,;, t d L::.:.l of ti.Le~· in th .. fi1...ld will finrl th, t · .. st"r;i.r 'Jf ph. s .:.i.c. phyyn E .J. :.11g 

(L>ct.. l c!i. l ._, cL,) i b Lm·._, ir..p..1rt .. nr:. t,h' ri ;-y~t .. r y A CLntr~· l Tk~i. 
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Lc•i:; u ·!_~ l __ ,t .._•j_ . . 1.t) i', .. v ~-- ·- cl .f:c ,; __ t'.;l, pl;,' .C1.:; c .~rps Ii'.-.:gi.)nP.l Oi'fiC ·) 

i n U1mk:;cn .ilCi t, j;, .;-_ ~-,r,_)\ iu. . :' ,.._, w.~d i .. tr:idJ.cti .n ·;:,, t.h._ c ..: ~ . ,Jl;_;x pr ·;b:::..c:, . .-)f 
i!.1rth._ .st• .. rn .L .~1g~J~ . .-V- · Sr:_ C.i .... f.:::-, c..:3 l1,1.:v:~.._,J:. Cl..ilt::.,· 11.'n,,i <:nC: 'I'h<i- L;·_,_, 

i.J",v .>lv'"' :;ut nd ut v . c,.bt...::. i·;, , ifL r <tl>.:, -·- ::,: _r::; · r:; sll.~ply C·)llS ,,F nt , 
V•)W, .l, Jr t.m .:: c h: 115t:s ·..:.L·-~ i' .. 12. 1: ,:; T ... "!.. irl;;. 1' ,.t~ 1 :l ~. r ru.L(:; f)l' (.,:' ch · r lJ".. 
di::lc_··ct . 

111 ._\ :!. r.._ J , .:.\; l''t,i1 ...... ~1. d-: · J ... ct.~ L. v .::.._ J 1....l.' 3 w:.c.s the 1 B: r1e!•.· Jk T~i L· i· - .-

'-'"d L•.n"~ t~ r1 .::; . r.. .... ;·: · t,,._, ..... r;i.~.,· l . I'i:.d cu 11:~. > I' ·. fr -.;L th .:.. initi: l c,ms.;n:.:1t 
ch· in c· ntr: l Ti1· .i t - t..!-;_ c r:.s m:.·.nt ::; : i;, 1·: rtli .. :. st di- lcctt> ( 0 . g . ~ chUi·.; ;ng 
bee ;r:.l, s su .k ... ::-ig , ch~'Y Lu~ l~" s :jy:_/ , .tc . ) , nd fr~J. ini t:i. · 1 c · n:3. in:. n t clust ers 
L sint,l c c .;!:1!3"11" nt::; ~" ,.;,_ rtL~·.::rL (L . g . , Ll'··- b c •J «· ky; , ~ h"L;.: .t L ... C JL"s Lu:·t , 
kw:L buc •_,r. ... s ku.::~ , pl· !.J. c r...:,:..1 p. ·· > • tc;: . ) . Un. C••ns.m nt s.,und whicL d0c:o 
·..;Xbt in tk i·J.:.-rtf"; ... st c..i L ct l -...t ;:,,t i.;:-, c ::it r ·l Th i i~; tht.: initi<. l nj s.,1.mci. . 
~his c~Jn s · .. •n 11t -; s in Jl u ' ... h ::.. >it tL. v '.L1 Gi .r, i L, . .:i..~·nsu:'-g~ n s c;:-us\,;d it 
t dis:!.ppc.: r iii t.Ih .. CvLt r · l I' :_3i ·~ l. 'l'hir, 1..L ... , ) ..- •• 2. Ci ~:; ljj.~'-' tht 11 i n. C''tly,m 
.r the gr. i t'. c :;cn. ·c , t :,,_s t.1·. ,- -· c ... _; f ~ 1 .. j _ ·. 1 f- in c.:rt r 1 Th,1.i ( .... . ,; ., jv...:k 
b..c,.r .. ,;s n j ...:•...:k , j :·nt.; b, .. c. ··'- s nj<.r:s, . -:.....: . ) . 

V ,w .. ~ls ch · !·i,_~·- .ls •. but th .... ,,_ ch .1·.::;L;:.; r 1... n t c.m:>ist ... nt thr.~ugh .. ;ut 
th e }J...,rthc:>.st . N0ith-,. r .r•_ t n,_ c ;; ·ob· s . L. · Ji · L ctn hi. V e: f r ; r.'. 5- 7 t mos 
with 7 bei11g l1ui t G c 0r.u.:~1n . r;.':·i.· ~ . t, .. {l ( ~) )ft \ ... .. 1 CL/-!16'-' fr01:. ..1ne :....rl_.:<.-> t ,,; r.nutht..r . 
Fur L·_ir c LLi.'_r1 ;_,ti .:.ii1 ,r, c Jl p .els.At .. f T!1 ..i.- 1.r..u :md c, .. .ntrt'.l· Th~~i , sl;~ 11 li.!1 · 

lntr ,,ductLn t .. • i'h:·. s< ... 1:-'h· '" Y.. I..:; . n 11 r::y Ji;.ry ... . ~. rris, . V."il• bl G fr .)j_ th e 
1 .... cu G;:,r ps . 
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l'J~rt.l:h);-.oL .:.'!1 ~ :, : r" . li;,,, ,.. t . Lli. ; · 'lL.'.c , n ;J .in l l y EuddhL ;t s . This 
:::<. ·x. s th· .t L'.~;:;L l. t.-Lir· .}";_::· :.iz. d. rl..l:L~.i •1':: pr c·t :ic .. n . l'L. c .mduct cd thrc.'U€h t.lc. 
~ · diur .;f th, cuc,c:h.L.srJ r · -'-ii.,;i :1 .-·.i t ;~-. pJ·.c~ t U . l_•c .. ~ t• ..J .pl(.; , It i<: f ir 
t ' :_; y , .h .)WL:V. _r , th t ·. rt_.· a~,-_~: r . ..:i...·~.1..i.,- 1n· ct:i_c.:•. dt .. '1.,_1·::i 1 •i1· 0 t h · n ~ l i ttl., 
f r 'L th ~ 11·-rc I-'I'L!:3l;rjc~Ci .Jy L ...... ,~ i ·t·. _, -· .. -·-~,;i , .... -.; L~::,~:tLT1. in!-:. it~:-Llc . 
It is n 1:c-_.ss~:.r,y f-1r , •rt:. ~'- .·· :.fr: : 1J ;,··J,, ~ .•. _ di 1·:_ctiv , s i f h ~: ·.,,,risJ1,_,., t :~ 
·.dv.n c .... ir; th ,• hi,.J"rc:IJ.J --- 'Ji·. u _ , , • 1 · .:.- Le. " !::J•,"lf .j u ::>t 6 ·• X.Jrth-
.. .-.st...; r n r wh . w .t,[ ,; L. z.1v c _ - L·. v .. :n.,·-_. ~t: :._ l i -:.r rcl-,y Lus t TJr :i.- iz, Li:-t-
S1..; l f bJ· r , !Llli1t:iJ1 ,~ i. · :1~.- ".L ;' l;;;-. ' ,.; . ~.· 1' · c\ ir.g , t.,;d_11lcin~ , ':iu :;p·. l<ing . 
Th._ · vu·£11s ·~- I ;3-J.:_,n l _,.)1i- \ _·l' r-,."ic1· :·1t) L ; ;t .t, , n i.,. v ~· , v'--ry ; .ucli c )llc .. rn.._d , .. ,-i th 

.. i~ v.:nc ·~·L;nt in thi.s lv.·r1d .c.t s._, h. wi'l g .. ~1. r l l:v ·-c"1 h~rc t · tf>\:.; Hiirth ..-:: dJ 
h:J_i ,,f s :·11d pr· ctic •. :3 .• •.,Ven -(,.,. in2lu..:'.i· ,< ~'-~Jirit k' --rship i. : tu .. 0 1\:; Ci;..ru ,.)ll i ·.:.S 
~.nc-J. cU.nt..~ · s ' '· ;, ::>} ~iri t c::_· ct ·r;; :;1 occ ::-a _,n . 

l" 'st v i.1.l ~;,_ :·J ,rth 1," . ...;t r.~ r.; · _. ·,. n. t tv pr, _ _; c cupi c d wi th .:d v .nci n6 
tl:c.r,;:;~lvus .iI: th i s ''lrld; t ltc.ir r ·· ±.•1 e;,,nc .. r n j_::; • .. ~:surir)f~ ·. b(.tt.:r l i f .... th(: n ,;.xt 
ti:."' th _y_ c«.J .... L cl<: t. v.rti-. . T11u:s t".ir 1 ill l"'lL--:i u.s ;l:,j-Jcti. v c s c ,_nt. r 
· r.,w1d. J. .. ;rit r. •. ki.n ·s (t h.. tn,u.n) Ly .C.\..C.:...i...if.:· ; .JnkG J Luil 'mt'; n '-'w te:r.ple; s , prc­
'5cntin; gifts t ,, tile : ,_inks : 1,d d.·_in,,_:; ·, hc.r U1.J::--> ~r,1ich hr,vc 'occ;1 desi gn t :_d 
·~s "c'"'rit- pr .rlucmg 11 ctiviti c s . ( ~.ith th L. 1:.:1) ,f cL. v .. r c n;~un ity ck.v .. l...>;JL:Jnt 
· r.,rk. rs i..nd . c_~op ,; r.:.tivc L ;c'.l :-..bb ,)t t hLi J , ~;ir_ t . .1 L' i:1_ 1,c rit h: s pr )Vcd t_J Li~ 

:-.11 d ·f ,,cti V•., t Jul .;f d .v. l 1pr-..:.nt . S .JL·_. vUl· .;• . ..J h· vc dug vr'-'lln J built t .Jilcts , 
cJnstruct d r .· ds , de . urn·:, r th·., guis ., ·.l.' ; .. ,.rit- r. king ·_ ctivit ios . I t woul d 
OL- nic e.: i f .~.11 l,J c ~~1 LJ.bb _ts w, r, . s ·~Jl· ::)- r .,:c: siv., :3 ti~ ~s'-- 1·f.c.) th.::.ught up thcs1.. 
scna..:._ 3. ) 

BuddhisL. isJ t Lu ,; , · :_ · t t '-'r _,.f d..;in.: t".in~'~ , n__;t Jf. i:,c.;dit.·.t i ._,n '."!.nd 
s t udy ::i_nd this differs r .d.i c· J.l:_y f r ;f: th t-_ .c;1ii1: :; .Jf tJ_, L :,rd Bud d) But 
this l : st i s true i n · 11 p. rt s ~f t i:'-- c untry . H'-'li":i:::.y-, is , h·.JW(;V'---r , '' vit::l 
f :; rcc in the: lif.: ,j f 11J _,1·tii.... ~3t· 1·:.·.,r s . St· ti:3tics :il' w th .. t I .r (. N Jrt hl."0t L.:.n 
h· v 1..: spent t i1.:r: i E 0h.__ n.wi c.-h; .cl _;r ,Y.'.'i .. stli .1d th L in .. :tL ,_ r r ogi .)ns .)f th: 
c ·_.u;.'1t r y . Such SL.rVic ;..· i s , ;f c ... ur;3_. , w· .1 l- c'.1i v .:. r '--'G J_J _ct . Ori._, wh_; h.'.s 
S '-- rVc:d i n i. ! .un .st.ry l\i·:J'S r .t,· j_:1;.; tit.le ,f l' .S~J0Ct end h. C ,J L: nds "gr c: .t 
dC;; · l f · .c.i1 ::i.r < _ t.i 0 .. n . 

ll.3id '- fr·.L But -:ihi.3~ , r L.~.-u, J .... r ,_. '-CCla.·t._l -., in c.._i1j un ctiJli wi th 
bua.dhi s1:1 , t:h: r,_.li ;i rt Y: r;_irt hc. st_ m<:;r_; in.v Jlv"s s;iiri t Wvrship . 'This r"'l i ­
r.sLm , .:r shoulc; we s· y c1..t2. t , i.:; w;u J.ly cl. :~sifi cct · s .. niJ:isr. . lt inv .lvc. s :. 
w.rsi:1ip )f , .nd r 1.sp_ ct :f.r , th: .. :,:;:i iri ts 1·.-uict ·. re L .. 1· ,-_ v ,J t be p r 1..;'3Lr1t 
r_: v ,. ryvih(;r .:.:. . l·,_,,=;t i\,_..rth_ :1t c'-r-.: __ .r.i ,.0, i:;ucn f3 l-: .. u;;_- 1·, ,n.inc; ,,J wc..ciclin__s:; , funer,' l .: , 
sJIB.~- w:.y .. nc l! ;,1..;- C.Li n .•. c..r· ..i .. Jll •.::3 , ·nu bi.rth rj_t '-' s J i nv_,lv c p r _;piti:.tiSJ,. 
;.. f th . ., ::;p irit:.:; , 'i'h1..: spi-::-i ts 01~ >n.:.: 1 ~-; ._nc .,st .:; r [_; . re '--sp._ c i,~lly w'-'11 c;~rc.d f .)r 
.s i1J.> rt rll ... St·_rrk r s d ;D 1 t w· ;-2t iJJ'iL 1-;p;y spirits h«. 1.;i u1_; ., Y' .)Und . 

The.re_; : r'- i: ~r,y spirits , h ;w_-,v '._ r J :1c: th-..;y c ·n c us0 :· . ..-;c i donts , :r:-,~: k(. 
P'--Jt-il.::. a .. wh t th1..·y d,i. ft, w: ·::-.L t .. d:· , c.1.'s'- illn ess , Ulf3t~t; p c,pl"', by cr.kin5 
l .) Ud D·.Ji s .... s . ilCl g 1.rltr~~lly c:· u s .. t r .mbl'--- . 1 ch vill : r;, ... !r:.s . L · phii vr spiri t 
d.) cto r L tr~ .t illn -.:s ·;.__ 1 G. C:.vL , ... b,Jut L.r"cb .... nt A spi rits . 
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L1 th.::, ;:,piri ti-: .. r n ,t , th·- ;1/ ·1 r"' vury r ;:, ... l t > 

nc pr ci:,ic :.s :.:·,.l . t ct t·.l pr ~piti:.t in~; t hu , .nc: 

17 . 

~Jh cth <.c r .111 1 .. b· .. Li: :Vc..S 
PJ!. ,j :rity .)f ;1], 1rthv· ·'";t rn.cr<c:: 

t ht.. r ;:..by v 1iu.int; the. ir wr .th 
L .·st 0ft 011 , ' f c _ urs <; , tl't1... h1. 

y· . , i r p~;rt· t;t i n t:c ... vill g_ s t s Buddhi s;;. it .;,,if . 

-; ' 

l', tLd t~Jg1_t,,._r S· cl.·~., .. 1;1 t ;1 t it .i:; h:.rci ·::, :· 
s~p, r<...t t .. thu1 .:. . Th· .is , ,1r: h · V 1.- :.i LucliLt1 ~->uC_c..thisJ .. c. ~ .. f 1l l 2·r S:;..y · t }1 .t the I~ _. r:,}-!· .. ·~ ~.t 

rdit,Ln i3 n: ':. Buduh::Lsr., C' t...t_ r t.··~ r ' ni<i;,;, . :l. v._.r cl s,iJL,d , r~li,s i::.m· 
Lc:.t,s :. g r1...:c·t cic.~ l t : l\!.·)l"'"tftc. ·>t .r . ~_.r: ; ·1c.:. i ·.; -. ll--:r iJ H~ f ) y·c ..... in tr;. :·. ir liv• .... s . 
Tt.-Lpl-. c u r (.;Y'.l-... 1ni ,3 , T...vrit- ~ :.Kl.C e; .c'Liv.:...ti~s , .,;c spirit pr Jp it.i <,t i n.g .:111 c: r c 
ir.Jpo.rt .:.nt in th.:... liv,__ s f' t.:11 1-T .-r th,, ·;-;t vill. ,sc:r s . 

... 



.. 

FOOD 

1-1.S ~-.i.:;ht lJ,_. ·...:XiJ· .. ct _d , f ;c int!!<... I·~ rtl1" ;;t c..:.iff ,,r :; quite;... bit f r ->L 
f ._.J;_.d in tlh .. _ t t1cr r •_gi n,_, f Tl1 il nc . r,lvr .;r., .v il Ll , .. , >f c__, ur:J c , <... r ,~ t h0 
v: ... r i .,us kuti: .w ~.ncl b. ·u .ii c;.i'.-.h(.s , t h" frL.:d v .. g._.t, bl(; .·nd L1...: .. t dish~s , ·aid -
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krr. w ph~. t . V· ri .... us ;t h" r vl~in.;s, _ _.rid Th< i f' Jdi' ·.re : ls~, . v~.il :-.bl G , but rc; si­
d< nt,; .Jf tl k U0rth· .. · "t ls· h v;,, ch .. 1 c,; t r_, 1...'.t :;_ . . ny disr,'-.s which .. r (. p<... culi~ .. r 
t J tn\., L .J ;: r c.s 1:1 'l'h.,i.L .. ncl , 

In g1.:1i.·-r · 1 , .L f - .d t.~.w~s t .. L'- c1·..it spi cy . ;IJ :rthv ·3L .. r 1:."r s d.:; n :Jt 
us"' c0 c-'nut ·,s r:uci': :.. t<t .:t .. '-r -:c;-, . .i.:; nfl tn . .i.r f _,ds .r:..; :-1 ;t, ·,1.; rich . The 
_r_,rt hu·,.st Ji._t i~> c ,nsidd'.. b.L:- l:·ss :;t:.:.ri:..,i_;u::; tn ;1 t '.1.· t _, :!_' __,-c,,,"r pc.rt s .if 
Th .. il ~1ct , p rtic..lly b~c· t...3 , th· r_ iG L tr: '-- v r .Lt y ,f frui "Ls ·.nd vq;t;t :·bl c.s 
lkrc ULt is f 0und in tht .. r , st _f.Lr,0 c ~ unt r y . iil'L't.:.c. r •,xpl. ri' ti .m is, _ f 
c:.:.iurs '-- , th<.. t th ._ plo .>pl1 ... : r ic 1,.ucl• p o.Jrt .. r th· n t 1 ."i r br .. t !•,,r s in th~ Jt n"r r r::gi ,:·n s 
, f 'l'h il nd .:1d c .. nn ..:t ,· f L Jrd th ,; i:,'r,. nutrilJi .>U:3 f., ._,d,; ::rnch -~-:; i.·, __ t . .n gr -::..,~ t 

:.;,:zy L· :__; di~oLt .. s :-. r e; unc,)._1kcd . This is p· r t l ,i clu,. t_, ti·h. f: .ct t h; .t t he, wh~1lc 

f:_u i l y is .iblit,Ld t , -..1,,rK. in Un fi.:;l_;,,.,, i .'.1 V.~ ;i .rth\.,- s t «.nd n ~' .>r1~ h~.::> tir.1...; t. 
c1,;k fJxl . ;.: :rth o. st .. r n. rs :·· l s_, pr<,f · . .r tl-1 .. ir f,;x~ unc::~h"'c. . Thc..y c.r•~ n .J t c .:.n­
c,. rn ,·d . b. ~ut th" p: .r . sites t h t · ~ r ..: .. ft,,n t1· ~!SJ __ i-c,t ... d thrvu.gh the r :·w f ;_)d , 
F -ir y_ur inf .. r :...;.ti .1n , 1:.iy f th. di:~'. . _s c,_t,,J;, l ''\\ c·n. b ,_ c . .)k"d .nc: - r "' jus t 
. s o''ud t h,_ t w·:.y t~ .-u:::'.1 ; ; .:-ly - .rthc·:.:;t. r· . __ r :.; \·J'ill d. rw th'-. l· tt r r s t < td~.c.nt . 

He r c ~- r e: bri d' dc..s criptL.m::; ._,f r>-1 
'lb ; I'l; _ r " , uf c :., urs-~ , : .:.ny 
th" i\L)rthe."rnt _;r .:en )thc,r . 
.. th ·_ r dcli ct..ci t: s . 

..... th.,r dis!1t....S wl.icr} 
This is just f .r 

f thG f .::,;C:.s y:~u r:,::.y run i nt ) . 
.. r l) p..:::c~l r t ) Jn\.. r c,gi :..in :_; f 

st,~rt , y ... u will di s c.JVL r c-.ny 

kh~i.:_w nio.w ( ;otick:1 ric ...: ) - - '.Lhis i s t: 11.: ,:,t:.nl"' f , ,d ,f th i: i~,lrtht-, .. st , (:s opp.)scd 
t ... ki1'·.;.w c: ·_:.1, (r ~g-~l· r ric1 .. ) , t h,__ k i n( f ric" y ... u r e usl;d t o . Y0ur 
fri ,__nds iI1 th e.. .t.n r r~~;i :-!:::> _f L. c-.iunt r y will cl i.J t lr.t t h'--Y t J:J efct 
Kha:.w ni:.w , b1lt .uts.Lc._ .Jf -~!':c ~-~ ;rt h -!=.n.: the Northecwt , kh~'.:.w ni w is us 1:;ci 
nly in Lh:··n..;LG (d L'::,_ rt: ;) . ;--_·Jr_ it :. y th .. ~-n .. ntirc. L(:.<~l .-... nd it is 

ust: ·.lly .:;,~t c;:n thr, "' ti! .• s _. :._·,y by c, untry r L-sid,.nts . L:;st Voluntcc,r s in 
th" ,\;rth":."st l ~'v'-' it . Thi.s i s cm.c Lj)r J 1..i1sic.L, <.. .. th .. J~''-- f r ,;r. 0thL:r 
r <...gi ;ns , but t• .L:n V iluntc ... rs t ... : .r,. vie tii:~s ;)f r ,,gi .;m'.lisr.. . Sticky rice 
i s ;,.:-. t on with t h, fin,e,,r s . 

j 

l~~<: (fish s: .. ucc ) -- 'ThL' _.:f'fici ::.l n .. i ·~ ji' thi s is p l : D .. rn: i, , but North (;L~st crn C:.i' 

hc:.ving n_ r t s ~l!i.d f1 .. w "pl : s " in th, ir c.i l..:cts usu;_lly c ... 11 i t pl:i.~~ lel~, , i r: 
.)r p:_:.;: 1 .1:. , )l' c~.11 it by its L-.- n.!_, , 1Y d<..tc..k . It is the ;Dst c0L"il:Dn 
k.:i.p kh·~ w ( thin5 s -~· t o11 iti1 ri :.:1.:.) i.n. tr:..:: Jforth·-1.st . Pl:-: l~k .. , i s ·.:. f~r-
: _{;nt u;. fish s·cuc, .. Jr p .st(, i,;h i cn i · s'-'d b ,ut t.r: r cc L .. mth;3 bcf0r c; i t is 
c' t ,_.n . It 1 s ..__. t-.n pl ·ii -,1ith ::.ticLy r ice .nc.: is · ls --' }l"l,;,t i nt) .:.t h ,r dish ... 
such ,:,s s'--L t:..: _, (tH.:.t.. b"l;w) . Ith s .. st r 0ng t; .st ~ : .. nd sL~cll • .21:' · l <..a 
i s ;J~C.,; f r . : oi r ... w fish t·nd s 1.c.:tii .. os c int ins l i ver f luke:; , ~- n ot - s:r-ni ce 
p·:.rnsit L- . I t Cicn b,. c,) .. ),;_c;cJ . 

s x:. t ::..i.t (unrip e Pc'-Pc'.y; .. Sc:l ;,d ) - - :;; .:Jr t ·.;, is :-.n Jth"r crJ;'L:.Jl.-.. k".p k:hc · .. w in the 
IL1 rt h \_,",3t . It ( s L .. d~ with shr<...dd"cl o r 8U-l P' p ·y2 ' chillies , g:.rlic , t . .>LC.­

t .. )•_;S , n< :. pl--... (fish S..JY) , ) I' pl~L l· .... , nC. s~r:.c tib .. s -.·thc.. r -l ni ngs . I t 
i s k:i.11d ::.. f lE ~ ' ' s-1«:. :·nd is c· .. tcn wit;1 the f i n5c r s ~s L:)ffi. N~h~Js~ 
dishl;S . IVs flr .. vc r en r ccngc f r ... L r....:.. j ph-:; t 1 ':j t J ph'--t ph t.. t . DJn 1 t 
g ivt.. up i f i t i s L . spicy the first t :L.,~ - - it 1 s dGlicLus . It is s0nc­
t..iL.:...s r C;f e rrc.C: ·-~ : .. :> " ''-L s L :.; r by it s L· -. n_.r,,, t :.L L:.k hung . 
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l:.·.:~p (spicy chc1ppcd L'-.-<.. tj -- L:.:p fa 1-~r un< .. l lc .. e:·r, (b"cf , pn·k , fish , chickl;n , 
duck , ,~)_Js._, ;r fr -g ) ::ix_,.:-; •·:itn li: .. ,, , chillL,:.; , .. nd .,t hcr spic ..... s . It 
t ends t · .. b2 v cr.'f ::i;.i i cy . ~-.; '" tir-,.,s l 'P i ;; ,_ .t ,,n r .w u1d $ ,;:-,etiJ ··"-' S it is 
c .:i'-'k ed . It r·.:i,;t..ti i'r :: v._r7 g ... >--1 (s:. ·.1 > ilii i n L:·.c.) t ·.J c-~wful . It' s 
int '- r cGting t _'. not._. th t Lr'. ~ fir;-..t f· .. r fl6 t) ,-: t l: ·-P wrcs h: '.rc o .?0 10 wh ·::i 
w ... f3 1;r rv .:.. d . s i; .il r Ji3./i ,, ;~ .... n he.. visit"d t i1e Orit..nt . 

k:j y<·.ng (r•.J:•s t J: chic~,u1) -- ,,u:i ·ue:1 'W.r p:.rt s ; f Th:;.:i.l:nC. h°'. Vt: h .. j yG.ng , 
b.-'. rb <..: cuccl chick.:..r: , ti'k :: rt .. 1;,..~~st is pr ;h bl v lkst kn .. ;w11 f ::;r it , It 1 d 1 .. u l d 
by t }-,;,.; p i c c .. :: ,r by t h" ivh •. L ch ich .... ri nu l ~) usu. ll;y ,:;:_ t en with sticky rics •. 

s:•.jkr ... ·0k ( s<. us::g.;s ) -- Thi:,r0 .. r ' .. r;: ny s .::d k i nG:? ·f :., ... us.·g\.:S in th e N.Jrthu~st . 
L x >k f ·.Jr tl'it:.J.~ . n i - Zt i :.o ._,..,p.:ci 1 y kn •\ffi f. r it s S'.-1.lSL..g•..:S . N:.c.r .. ls .mt.. 
p Jpttl.-: .. r kind ,f s· .u:.o·~gc. . It is ,.: tw w1ti1 L ~ --r· _.r ! .. ;,..,Lh '!lb . It '!..s .. t. .de 
fr .;r, r ·.:.w iJ .. Tk .. nc i ~; n.t c 1U;Q 1.J,Jf>r-.. .. sd·vinp: . n.n :·tiL r v;.~ ri t;nt fr _;n 
l\;,l <,sin is cspc.ci :...lly f'.CJu s , LLUI : ( ch ,p_p ;.:;cl '~~~u bcof ) . 

bp (fr jgs ) -- Fr ·g:> r . c·.tc..YJ. by c·ny P·-~ -'P h in the L -rth0:.s t . Thc;y ·c ·.n be 
1:£:.dG int, ~l curry .. ·r b. ... r b.,<;:ucd .T fix~d in ·th., r w~ys . 

ins c;cts -- Ass ... rt .,d l;,_,c tL.'.3 , .. nts , ·:.nd tht-r i r:.::: , cts :. r e c .. t d1 :)y i'forth "'-:st t.; r n ._.r ·· . • 
Th..,y '. r ·_. fri ,:;d • .. >r ,:: .. tu1 :'.live . hc:cl : nt · •...:0';§;~> l -., v ry p::-pul ... r -- it i s s i·. i d 

lyd (bLn d) -- ·~ ,rfoc._:;tcrn'-r!.: us'- bl ., ..t..l i n l :::ny weys in th <....ir c·..J::iking . It 
pr(.1vidt~ s nm,ri t i .;u.s s·.lp112..1..;:·,;nt t th s ir ;:.G .. ·.gc:r diot . Bl) Jd c :J.n b e c~·· t er'. 
(drunk'?) r: .w ·r h. c.::.1" be c. :r:.0d . <.Jn.:. wc-.y -.·f -c.·Jking i t i s t ; steo.r,: it 
end L<...kt:. lh,tl \o c .. L"'s . J,n. th·..: r ·w2.y i o t L k., 1 ,·.p with it . 

T[\cse; ··. re. just : .. fLW f th"' diches ~.::. culi ~ r t,.J t i10 lforthcc .. st c m 
J)f,.JpL; ( :.i nd t heir 1 ·, :, c usins i n L ··rth.:..rn Tn il .. :id ) . k:.ny ,Jf t h"'sc d ish cs ;-·.rt:. 
vilbgc f JC:;d :.cliG :-. \i ,ilw1t:o,.r v:h; G;.JaldS h i s tir,c '-xclusiV1;;ly in t .'·1rfil T:.f.W D')t 
cr cvlli"1t1.- r s ,,r;,c; .f th .... :: . r.0 1....x ··t ic mes . 1-111 A' y ··u will di s c ··v ... r r.::~ny r:.::. r u 
inkrcsting thi,..'15:> . H<"PPY }!;,._ting ! 
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Th~ nuLiu, r f 'lL i n ti .,, l l""i .lir...l ys S·. o; s . t t.ir.~e:s t .J includ'"' .f ur 
d.ys . f tb ,, \,vd, . h ;:iy i' t:L3_ c; ,_l ..... _r ti ,1...; · 1·'- c nn"ct~d. with t h..._ll i..Kt -ihist 
r ulig i ,,n , s. Ll1t:y .r _ ~ ·t ciL;l.in ctiv. __ . t . I.., r1 l .fr . Tl•.; r ..... L ·.tivG il _p;rt n ee 
Jf th,;sc c .... n.r..-ni~s V' r L.::; .•:1ly uli:)1tl~, ili r·. ;:t c. :;us :·r..,n g th .... Ccntr· .l Th:~i , 
16.:, '1 , ··nd L: , cultt.:.r ,_,, . · ·L .. r •. r ..... , L·w._.v_r , ... . t : 1Jl_ .. _xc_pti. ,ns , such ::.s 
k:1kh:.buch: .,n'--~ t· .i ts:...hh. ·ut....:.:r,· w!'1ich ·.re (:(.lf_ur-.tuc in. t!,: . c,r-1!:.r 1 vill<~~ e.s:md 
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Is · ;, citi (.; s , t:ul n l in the. I ::i ".n vill i:; .... 0 , c ff'v•.; r .;;•_ly , iJ..m. ?h~.w~.t , ~ ccr :,.LJn;y 
(but n _t .: n ti ..... ,n ~.l h.::.. i cL·,;) c j··u;:_ r · tin:; t ', .. 11 G r ~.:, Lif .., 11 ir1c .;,-n.ti.,n :: f 
.l::iudc:l1~ , i s C·.:lcbr .. t...,d . nly in Is~~- .n . 

Th ~ r,r .inin~ n: tL~-. 1 h ::..id ~1 s i;.-: l'h"i::... nu ;.r: . • it!L'r :; .ct:l .. r .)r 
r 1.}"" l. 'l'h,. r .y.l c •. r G ... .t i:.:·~ , si:c:; s th. p1 ui;lnnc c:_r _L,:'l1y , :.r, g ..... iEr "ll y 
.. •bs"rvcd .nlj i n tit<. b· 11gL.J.;, r._ · ~ , : ttd th .. '.;>,-ccl-.r f .stiv le ·.r•. u:;u. ·lly n ·::t 
C t_· l~;br~ t0<l i n th~ l s· ·.r1 vill. }._:...., > LX C\...pt tl~i t t1~ ~3 c li . · l~J ~ . r« .. cl ~h .. d . Tl--...:, I s.-..:::-4n 
vill: .gcr :; , th'--n , c .... Lbr: t" :.: )St .f t ... n t.i ;i · 1 r,_,lii;i .u ..., h:. lict:·.y~> , but >nly 
",rr:.c _, f th .... sccul .r h.:.liC.: ·~ys . On t.h ..... l:,i1 ... r _1. ,d, t!1c.s,, ,J ... ·plc h· v u d...:.vclJpE;;d 
:t nur,b~r , f c _rJlt-.:n i 1;:.S Y.ihich t~'"J .;l·:.r ..... t · l rs ·- L.Xt,,!1.t v:itL their V t<> 
11'. .. i~Lbirs . Th0'3i~ r, prii:. ril~1- r e. l t;c: t pf;ii ( spirit; w .. r ship . Llclud·.:d in 
t his c:-,t ,:gJr y :.r'<. t h ..... bun cili'~Yc i , :. th-.r,;;:sgi.'.;i...1e: f .::;tiv-.1 h:..l:l :. t th.-' c..nd :..) f 

tc~ ric .... h.rv .;st; t h, 11 l i :1~~ ,·, n 11 _r "li· ·r:.~ µni ,K t :· ;' ··.t w'.1ich tir: .. e t h(; p1:- ··pl 0 

f,_c:d the vill. g'--' spirits ; .nG 11 ti.m. p .J.li<!iJ(:.in .rid 11 bcr1 kh· .··w s.~h.11 in which c nc .: s­
tr .. l spirits :. re:. givw sp·..;: ci. l f.. --·d · .n c~ ~' tt ,.,·1.i n . 

There i s ,fa. th • r i.. ·r-' r t .. nt, :_.1 :nu. 1 eel"' Lr· ti m i n t n8 L>·:,,.n ville· gt~ , 
·which L y bG f K!i; __ ,.r rigin . Th i s i s th· " 'c.·ur1 L...- ·.n~ f ·'. i 11 , hclc. jus t b ...;f .)r e 

th· •. r : .. iny s ..... ::.i. s ,n i s su"i) U .. l~ t. ::,, _ _zin in~ , .y . 1'hi ' L-.y (;•"' .11<- _,f the r..:.is t 
cxcitin::- , c.;L.rful, !"h.. rib . l ~ r\_,::tiv .. l.:; f th._ L > .1 vili~-gcr s , ;:nG is usw:. lly 
hdd .n Su.DC.:' y in 11 y , ·.1t h. u51l ct .. ; t . ; .s .L • -· t .. :; i..;_iff ~r thr ut:;h )Ut L s:.< .n . 
Th~ p_.0)ll, L~l< ..... hu.c: .... r ck~ts ~'"r~ r· li:r fr L. 1x .. :_. _) iH.: t.:W1.;_Jvwd.;r :¥11d l·~un c h th eL 
fr .J t:- _;...,::; i...'1 th. iJ '·.c>y fL.lc;s . 1, ;, _l l - c nst..ruct'-c~ r.-cY.:~t u y b~ up ::> ..... vcr :.l 
humr·. d 1 .l t c r s lJ,.i' r,. e r · :::bin~ ' ' Cle i; .t. tn,, fi..__lc:~,, Tl-t" v"i llr c;,. r s d r e s s up 
:'nd p l :y t heir n.'. tiv ..... in_t r uJ .. D"rA> , i . .. . J .kh:_:_·n (· . 1,· .·t /J r .... c..:1: in:strur:.,.nt) , 
chiing (c~11 .. Lls) , kl nt; J''' (Ln'-- d r w.) , .. nc'_ ;;;·, -~ (- ~ tw.,_ s tring vi j li11) . llt t he 
s .:.:.1 c t i::.<... the :-._,"1 i_',, t ,Jr ·,;n.E.~i v ..... l y ;, re 1.~rw:1k 'i1C.: · y .. un1-~ : - n will 8c pcrsuc:..d0d 
t c~r c-ss U) lik..... w ;:, n . h 1:ill b" f .ll .Wdl ty : s;· ~-11 b nc v·.rith \vhich h •. 
c J. rri cs n b,.th .:1 .. r· .lly .,1.:_ .A'.ysic.::..l]_y risqu'-' ~i : l vc;u '- . If succ (..::;sfu1 , the 
bun t·,.·~ng f c.i b r inc;t> t L .. r · il1y .;\... · .. s .. :1 '.!•~ t h ricc tJl: .. nting ix;gin s . 

Th .... bun b.::-:nt; 1 i , '. .. _vJc.. v ... r , c_, .. s '.! t ,lw·.~rs brL.1s th~ r· ·.in .t the 
·~ppr .-(J ri<.: tL. tiLc ; s ,, if D< c~ss .. ry, t i-,,_r cr...ru •Pii...S ·. r ..... ~Jcrf r::.vli in 'J.n - tt ...;r:pt 
t, Lri .a:'; ·.n (,I1<-- r in 's_,.Jo . Th_ : .st wic:.,,..i.y t..s ..... d c· T <.;L .. uy is th.:. c·,t c c r cr:_·;ny 
which P'-Ss ibly ·rigin: t <-<..'. in. Ch" -Li;w-.t c ! .i;;-: r-'l1UL . h ] ;UlJ ;f y ,;ung LC.YJ krunk 
· .r;c... sir.t::in~ , . f c ·ur s ) c .rry c .t t i ... c' .. t. ;)..__iL r ur1C~ thu vill: .gc . 'l'h t..Ji 
cet r:ry t h .... c· t : .. r . unc.l th" :ut::;iC.c _,f :·. 11.·us..., :·.ncl w it unti l i..i" 1ccup ··.nts c llcc 
.,ut , i),!ur ;_:. cup .f w:.t r . l~ th,. c .. t, : ncl g ivc the 1 .C;n ::;_ir.c i.uncy, th01 th ,. 
:? . . r :·.dc ~r _,c ,_,,_;ds t ..... · c1.. .f t!L 't:-Lr h _, u;;, .. ~ . 'illc p :uring _,f w· t c.r n t ti.. C' t 
j_s SU.J? - SGL: t b rine: rain, whil . ...; th'-' 1 .. n'-'y is usud f _r fu thc r c •. lubr·· ti )n by 
th1,.. y _ung L\.:11 . 

11. sec.,ncl r ... l. tt .. d ri tu:..l sts.s f r , . tL.., iJ,.li ..... f c:: .. Jl16 vill< gcrs th.".t 
the king c -.>b r: ·. c~.uscG clr ,Ufhts . Tnis Su Le.. IL t ch <..:S i t.s cggs ::ily i n th" d r y 
wc:.th._r ) t hus tL;s ,. wh" o, ::..i.:-v~ this r..yth tr~" t fim: nd. C.:.'-str Jy t he. q;gs .cf 
th~ kin ;~ c. Lr: . Thin ic> c •. n._ b~' builc:i 11c; . l. r gc fir_. with . j_) t ·1f Wf"t"r in 
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the mi ddle . 1'11~ one ec..nJ on i:l. ~1or .se, sec.rches in t he fi el ti until he finds an 
eiSg: He taL e~3 t he e t; ;,,nd rid e s ~ ;r..,cJ-. to t h ,· fire J where he t hr ows t he egg into 
t he now boilini: vmtt:,r . 'i ll eory ha s l"L tha t t he sno. :~e puruses ·-the ec;;3 J "jumps11 

into t he ~Jot , is killed, a11L:. tr~e r a ins cor.i_e . 

bany oth er i n f orrr<:>. l CP, r emoni es ;::... re invok8d in orcl~r t o t a.he care of 
t he Vdri ous occasions or emer~c,er1ci. es whic ,; t he LY-an person faces i n _hi s life . 
Sicknes s is a very C·Jn.m.Jn I,J r obl8I!I due to the Isaan vilk.~ers l ad. of knowlecl.o:; e 
about healt h c:.nd ·medicine arn:i t ,) t he very lir;ci..t ed nurnuer of doctors ava ilabl e 
even in emer,sen cies . In t he lsac..r. cit i es, whe re t here a. r e doctor s a nd hosp i ­
tals , most p eo;_ile fr equent t liese <>ervices f or almost a ny r eal or inB.r,i ned sick­
nes s . The stc.,,nC.ar d solution to the prob l e,r s is e:. shot cin.d possiLly sever a l 
diff erent col or ed p ills . (h ost Thair; honest ly beli eve the. t t he doctor i s 
sli ~;hting t hem unl ess t hey a re .::,i ven b. shot whether or not one i f> neec:.ed . ) 

. In t he villages , 1.;here t her e are no c:octors , the inhab_itant s n evertheless have 
11 2ut std..nding 11 11LP.fdi~o.l c;ure i n th~ fo r r: , of . curers e;..r:d ~;ystic poo1--s wh:j_ cJ:i riya l 
tue succes s es o city doctors . lhe most interestint; expert 1 JJ1 medicine i s 
probably a monk who ho.s Il\,Vstical pov~ers to drive out t he bad s_r) irits which 
ever yone 11 knows 11 causes sickness in the f irst 1Jla.ce . The well supplied medical 
mystic kit mi,,;llt conta i n cci.r1c,l e s , hol y w&.tc'! r , ::_,peci al symbolic repli cas , and 
assort ed pr ayer s . The monL wi.11 come to the i1ous e , dnd 1Jerf om. h i s · 
excrcii11S (rc:m.iniscent of ;:.edi ev?.,,:;_ Christi an ex:orcisr._s) . 'l'he pati ent t 11en 

·either r ecov er s b e cause the spirit hc.s fled. due to t he g r eat 1) owe"r s of t he 
monk , or di es because t he spirits we:.nt"ed the body .:md could not hav e been 
displaced under i:l.ny conait ions . In either case , t he monk can 1 t lose , and if 
the person dies , t here is o. whole n ew cer erriony to be perf ormed . 

Deat h is ca us e f or one of t he li:ir best ce·r en1onies ill the lif e cy cle 
of t he Thai person, and ver y specia l 1Jrocedures must oe followed . In t he citie s 
of t he Northeast fairly stc:mdard r eligious ce r en,onics clre f ollowed . If t he 
person .die s a nc.tura l c:ec.t h , r,o:.;, is usually cremat ed withi n three days . The 
body· lies in stat e a t his home unti l it is t ake n to t he wat f or cr emation . 
The final j ourney bec~ins at t h <:!. !louse and i s l ed L>y <.i sr.;;:..,,11 brd.s s band of 
drums , cymbals , h .:i. riton e hornJ a.mt sorn c-tiit1es ~ - cld.rin et . (The t empo and ev en 
t he melodi c s tructu r e of tL <~ rriu::iic i s st ri1d.J1c-~ly s irailc\ r to t he old New Orlean s 
fun ero. l bands . ) Next cor,es a rnonk in a saar::.lc.\,; , the 1) eople who pull t he Ci:l.sket-
1<.den ox-cart , and l :..i.st , t.t.11 the oth ~or ,Jeop l ;.;:· in the c :c: rer;,ony , ~vhen t he pro­
cession r e.a cne s the wC::t , some: :iraycr s are off er ed b:1 the monks , the :P eople pay 
th<::i r l ast r ·eSPects, and t h E.;n leave , or wa.it until the body i ::; cremat ed . Th.:: 
days pi'ec:ed.bg th e firi.al rites are . consun:sd by nwac: rous ( i nn ers or <;c:i.t herin «; s 
at thE: deceased l s hor;,e by neighbors . Th2. s i s done:. t o keep ua~ de cca.s ed I s 
family from getting c:epre ::;secl. 1~ft c::r t he body ho. s been cremat ed , peopl e assllr:lc 
an attitude of joy, and co1:rnents whicL r.:i~ r:t seer:. Yery impoli te or cuttinG to 
~:1e vfost ern mind :.::.re hea r C:. incessantly. \ It is poss i b l e tha t this flippant 
attitude tl"ward deat h is a :1 ext ,;rn, ... l cover , hicin t; a r ec:.l f;;elint;; of loss amone:; 
t he people . ) 

In the cc.;.se of deat ti by unnatura l means , i. e ., r.1t(Td0r , car ac ci den t s , 
i:hild-birth , ch ~l.; ra , c..ncl ot h E.:r inwrr;prE~hensibl e r ea:son s , t h (:; bwtly is buried ir1 
the t anple e; r ounC.s . ;.;or:..e Thais so.y thci.t aft er a nur:~t er of y ear s t he r PJi;a.ins 
will be bro%ht Up and burn ed , while othors so.y t he toJy i s n ever cremat~d . 
In any case, it seerns likely tho. t t ;J.e body i ~> buri ed in or der Utc0. t t i1o phii 
will have time to leave t he body c.nd find it s i;ay t o 11 heaven11 • This bel i ef 
that th e: phi'i l ives in t he body is v ,-:; r y p r evalent in t he Nor t heas"i , c~ spe cially 
in t ne ;ill&gcs , but a l::;d i n t he citi L: s . Thu s , t he ceremonie s pre cedi ng ~he 
final rit es have certo.i n d.S1) c d s wh ich <;. r e intended to pla ca~ e t he phi'i. . In 

------
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the villace , tb (~ degree of c.nirr.is!;. in t'1c r\)i:i.i:., iuu.-; ccr .:I:",o.ny i s I:'.uch b r ea t .Gr 
t .:iu.r. j,J-1 t he city . Tr a.d i t iori is '-~L·f'-'r;:;nt in. ,.:.,.cl1 vill .... t.,' , but i t rdt;i1t 'oe 
!l~lpi'ul t o ru:-:ti on '· f :.;11 fr 1J!' :iaa!l Y~r,: 'l'er ng i:i lJL>ol Provinc-::i . ~vh2n Uh; 

iJvrs,;n di<.:s , ct saton;::, i s ;_il<..~c:c:: iri rii.5 rcouth sv l!1 t. t ht.J )hii will bl·; c.:.bl e to 
fin<:: its way to t ;·_c s1 .. i r.ii., h0u..~, in tll« sk~,- . 0-t.rir: 0 :..re· ~ut <... roUild th,:o ·wrists 
of d. d1_.;;~d L.<1;-:. t o.ru ... ind l1b· of 1--..i.-: Hif,:; , .. ro1inr, t, '.l. :1,:ct t :' r ·S'.ind f:ir.:.of his 
chilc. r en , c..ml c.rounc1 hie; a.nKles t o r,r:.i ncl !'•.fr, of h i s "'-rthly tr(:asur ,~.:3 . In 
s el ectint, the cr ;;:;;,:; ti 0n :iitc , <:cn ::e;t~ is thrmvn ; i f it »:rc:cil .. • , , it i s b<:J C<.iW:.c 
t hi.:: s)iri ts lik~ tl1 , spot; if i t clo.;sn ' t tr.cc.il, , t!-1,_;n th e: t::.:.t:: LLLST, be·thro-wn 
o.i;-.. i n in a. d.iff cr ·u, t plc.c,; until it 1:: r ,;<1ks . h'-'t)•~«tr:~d. <.ncl differ ent si~_(ns a r e· 
cont inually oei m made t o inf,; rr,, tLe ~;p irit tl ,c..t t he r;:<.n has di ,_c! L.m t ·.J l L,c<Ve 
t he bod;y . Fina lly, i t is Vd"J' ilil)Or t uuL the b.-•iri t c; ·;)c offer 1.:d. fOOLc (;VE: ryC..c:..y 
30 Ll.S t.~· r .~)}.:i,: cJ.se then . ,.,_ fuj_l dc;c.,t1J C<;; I'eC10n)· Which mi.:c;,-tt Cc.msur,te p::rt s Of 

t hr "'o or four days would probci.bly \_,::; on(' of the most inter1..:st..in~ r, vcnts to see , 
thou:._)1 also v -..:. ry E,Yst eriou.s unl t:SS OllL Jli.1 S L Wt:ll- i nforf./JU mt0rprd,..::r _ • 

. Anothtjr Ct.:. r E:JllOny L;c.tt one will Very µ00s i ol y , ·xp•:.ri :ill C c.. i s the 11 .:; 00d 
l uck 11 or .:;oocl hca.lth c t> r tHnony . 'l'hi s m .. y b<.:.. i J1voKt;d whc-on one; is :::.bout to l 1;b v ,,; 
on "' journey or hus just r eturn ed , or pos~ ibl;} 1.,0 inV·Jkc' lucL. for soi.:0 cnc~i:;a vor , 
The event v.iill pr obo.bly be ik~lu clt th..: .J-1ouae of t !w pi:.r son who i s ".sponp9ril)e<; 
the c .::· r d'T1ony . honk3 .-:.rE iEvitc.ci to th ·.:: houc , VJ"hc r· , thc:J ,Jr~,y f Gr t~;ood fortun <.; . 
rihel-1 tht;J Ci.I't; f c-?C'. c.nc: Y».;turn to the wb.t . 'J.'hen t h(' fric.necs u r c, invit ·;C. for 
d i nnt:. r a nc', & sr.;c...U c ~r c;;11,ony i ~ conG.uckd b/ t he_ s;.;onsor . 'i'hc frid-cds t i e strin 

<. round t he wri31'S " f trw Jkrson fo r whom ~11 1;... pu.rty is lkl c . Th0 s trinbs a r c 
supposefl to brint_: ,_'..ood luck . 

On e , le. st c~rt,fflOrl.J tnc.t i;.; V Ll'"':! Cl)J'.-1'.0 rl if:i ti'·,, ol<.;SGin~ Of c. h-.:iuse . 
Thi s is p·-,ri'ori:,ed wt .. n ;~ ,;.i,;rson l1u.ilc. s '· n•~\~ hou3" 1 or whc::r.. i:t n ew far:tily moves 
into c... h6us(, . ';I'hc ?r0c,~C:ur,__ i.s nuch 'tl:H:: sc..r;;., :..,;;.; t~1(: ".._.:Joi.:l l uck11 Cl-;rern.ony , . 
excep t t i:::t itrinc.s c\r,; not ti (: to <;nyon.c. 1 3 ·,v-ri s t . 'lh,: c c.r cr:. .. ony E:n ds with a . 
l i-i r t,;e d iJmc r v.nc~ Sri.all tc-.!.11·: . 

This i s ''· s!1ort <-n~. 
cer si.oni 8s . i_C..n f8c>tiv;,.ls , 
it wil.l bG vc..ry diffic1.lt for 

~)y no r:.c<.~n::; cor·.pl ,; t e l i s t. ::J f I saan holillays c::.nJ 
tc . , a r .-, only c ,,l ...::::..r,.t,,c: i n th(; villc,,3cs , thus . 
L·:) :Jt Vol·,.mt1· e r ;, to .L,;c. .. rr, i.!.bo.ut then. If thi s is 

t he c<.:s•.:! , you s;· .. 01::.lc.1 <cSr . Clk ·.h· your Tll:.i 
t -~ ~ - VO.ll to+ '"")"" '·•'"l·'r• +11:·· OCC"I' (l''or· . r_.., ..,L r.-.... v ..,l.i .__· '• vv•. • .... _ ··' \..:,c.· u. • 1...1. 

c e l -::l::- r<..tions i:i J.sa.::;n , r ·..;f·,r to t11 e; taLL : 

• 

~·r:t ~n.:..:-; who con.~..; from .<~· village to 
li s~ of offi cia l ~n~ s~~±-official 
on t !,?;· foll owinr, pc'e_;c: . ) 

rt .• 

-~ 



• 

f:Tr'·'"i'l31~ .. TI •\i.,. , h;,_:· 1. c•. n1 1-·'"·T;-.;·1,··· 'T' ( ,,·J· 1·1r ·: n ··~1· ) 
..., ... ..i...LU · '-"• '-' - .... -- .,...., .£...... J...J:i.l•J.J• . ...i..;. >t ...... ..... - , .,., . ~. ·J ..L.1 ... ... . , I 

fam. r 

Il l 

Ill­
IV 

IV 

v 

VI 

VIII 

• IX 

x 

XI 

·xr-
XII 

l s t '.::· l S 

Full ::::oon 

I n hc;;.rch 

Full :-.;oon 

1st m·y of 
wmi:1s r;,oon 

Le. t t '° r hc-:lf 

F ull r.:00'.1 

ful l r:-.oon 

Full Goon 

Full ;,,oon 

______ _._,, _____ ,_. _ )f C_e_r_,. __ ,. __ , o_Y'~-· .... ··--------

E;un lJ"tii OCi (i. ol'V8[:t Ccr \~l.Gll.'/ in 
;·mi ci1 sp."cL.1 t;,;;Jc:~> of rice d i sh:;s 
.· . 1 r pr ~pC!. r f"'!c.i . 

'·' 1--, • l;·•-, "; ( '-L ., .. ,,. .;. - . ' t " . u U<.r. Ua.Il - •-~-O -"-rv, _ _,u C1:.:. r 1, ... ony , Q c lVe 
of f E' r in0 t o t Pvo soul of the ric e ; 
l. n (; ·,· 1+ "' ~·.l· :i ·1 ,, i' ·11,· t J·1 ·--·k]11.,· ryw1·~- ? ) -l \ •. i U ..1.. 1.k .. --'- ,_"I J <. 1 .. ~ VV ~ ... i Q • 

:t:.w1 )hi i1et (l" - ,3tivc-.J.. t.:,,v oL.eC:. t o t.!-. e 
\le:o:T-,u t<...r. 0 1· 11Gr" . <:. L i fe " J.:it<Jk .i. . ) 

S·JrJ..~l r d1 ('l' 1 :~i .i·~'vI Yc,~rs :... ccordinc to 
fixed d<,t e8) . 

Ll. · ·· ·l'"n/l" · n · "'nJ.· 1ut ·· : ... ii_·.~-<· ... -1.•- · )+"" .&. r: c ... 

vill::c~,.-: s_·iritsj . 

:?llf~ J:>or!;· L:.i (l:'ir G r-odu~t c c rer:i.ony to 
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bnt c:rtc.:-.il1L.,:,:,t , li.o .. e i::, ",< cc;J...o:; '.::r<1i::, i uns J i n tne ::fortheast i s Quit e 
diffc:rcmt frrn:. th, t of tL ·, c c:1 ;t.r( .. l i'l-L-.:::_ cu.::...turc· ~ ui cert;"in oc c--sion ~3 one 
c.i.r, sec; cl< 0:-:;icc:.l Th_ .. i ,;1.nci11i; <Jr Lu.~;ic in tr; 'j citii:; s , bl~t thr.; rnost coLv.on. , 
·:L . ."t<.~ C:~~r f~:. r t~ 1e T:':.O~~t ... ..;o....;lilc:.r , forr L;:·_: Of ... i:t1.::rt. i11~::.(::.t:.t of tL .. ; Isu..ar1 iJO.)ulu~.; J.r(..: 

trk r:: · . l:::AJ.1 .-_:,c. the L .. edi ci n·2 s;,o;.1 • 

. --· · ·· · · ·-1~· - ccr11 .. ·1on f3'i._;r1t L,-.\,-{_. ila·;Jl':_. -Jti ;."' I'·. '..:!tic.·.l.lly [i.;l~.r ~-)G.SSGn.st~r L:us ride to 
n .. :·. rly :.cn;/1«lkr, j_n UJt .. : ;·.;ortLc .. cclt :u:. :. trou,i-.. Jf r: .. ther ,:'.uc.ily drusseJ r:-.er: ~.nd 

i·1orr.!.e~1 cv.rr:-y il10 .. w.itl1 che~ ( .. h~;· c c:.il .l.:.'i~-k ·ucd~ v~.~ lu.:e; ... vi.lli(,.1 _ trun. -~ , CJn electrical 
~{,e~·!.er tor, o.r1d tVJ (: o.c1our lo·uus,.:.\j: J.~; rs . Tl1'.; ~"\<.'Li.en , drs;>:->t:d i11 louC:. ;iha.;3ins 
.~nd heavily .. ..i-.J.c:- u. ' , tr-: .. vel -v;itrt 1)roi'c,;.:.:.; ioE, l ._oru:o1.., while t:1c L;,m , usuc.lly 
w1s .. rin.:~ ston:::·: ~ i1 ho trouser~; .x1rl lori:.: - ;::c:• j_nt:.;(.~ ·' ,-,·~ r ,.-.i J:;d - i1<.0el shoc..s> ;i:ctrc)nizi:-11:). 
acc~:i:Jt t ·: e ct.lrious st,.rcs nf tl;:; :,u.::-TourKiin'-: .~'O~_ml:·.cu . 'I'his <~loof little .~r,roup 
· .1,, •. ~ l ··" · .. c . .,, ... , .. t ·, J .. ., •. 1 r. · .,,-,c'.r ·-· ·1, .. ~,..·- •f ., l ·l·---.l- · t l~ (hlU.1.-'L cS.:i OD lv:... '" ' ./ '-' c. l,<,..: .• 1 )~c, l l.L '11 o...t.1,;l ._c.! u.Y',h: 0 Cc; <.::"TcLvlOD 0 

~Jc-r1or1:. , ·;1t ·d. r;•t l:;:;r cxorb:i..t.";iL L .c, :. v - ~--~' :~ ,) :.~· ci ·l :-.n( IJOpul;,r k i nC. of c:n t cr ­
t : .. iru ... · .. nt l.11owr:. ilG tl!.\..: 11 1.1·: · l a r. n . Litu·: .. lly i_.:;:·:_ rwl: :.t <: J. <.s nc,octor d<-<.nce 11 , c:m 
ade• .. ,u, tc Lw,li~~h :.:;_J Jel, t i on wol..ld ;..c cliffic::l-C, to concoct . The pkyc..rs h:: •. lf-
s.u· .. - ~ 1~ lf r' · r- c··· ' ·1' r·,,, 1 1~ ,..., .... J.. .;..;.,.~r 'rJ"-·-· -h r -, -u ··1•· . Jri· , ,.] o-<' r"ol l: o,::i~ .. ·:r ro+ + :: ll1· .. 1 ·:;. )' lll-. - ~('!.LJ. t _,) ~- -.!. u .... -L - \,__1c.. ... lJ.V u.r 'l-J.... I c.J l•,_ __ ..... 1~ .1.l ., :,. J..1.l . ~ ...L ..... ...... v u --

'·' i<c.y ;:>o t1 •orout,;hly ,.lL .. c: tu uw i'i.:-st u 1; \]L~t:i v:~l01t so 's t u i.;luc:e: Vtc rb:.:..l Ges­
cript,ion . B<::c;:,u_,,., , _-.f it~; o>J'."l t; ,; ct1J_i ... r c~u.· .litic s , c. s;ieci: .. ll3r thos0 of voc<il 
,;yr.a1c,~tics , rhytl1L, >:.Jlu boc:y i._0v~; .. e;1t , L~e rJ. · ·:l;:J ,. i s one: ;..if the Lost i nter e stin 
<tc sthctic GX1:-' ·Ti.::nc;:0 t.:: ~:·e h<~;..l in the.. ;-.! orthv .st . 

On th" J.,orniit': or.: .ft-;rnoon h;fo:::';: th .•j ;.Jc.. r.:!:':.JrL;•.;1ct .. , the cor:._txmy 
i-Jrc<J· .. r t:s it s 1 ~;CC;.lkry ~: nd sound .:::c;ui,_i; ;.,.nt u;,·<m a ;::~'.:- _;_l , h .. st ily construct ed 
·wvoocle11 st~-i.g ._:: . Th(:r .:_: ~. r (; sicle - i1i;1.;s of .cxt. iI:t l.:,G_ Cc1.i1 -... -,~~ s h w15 U1J011 \A1oo den f r .J . .L. es J 
c·x1ci L l~rg e :;c~nc::-c~c:.!.Jic.~in ,:-;- ·c: . .:.l·~v,: .. 5 :-'~~~ c\~cfru~ .. r_::o\,._. thL.rc: c.re six or sever1 
cilr1v.:.ses , roil od in curtc.iri- sh:-.J. c f <.sr1i:J.:J. , :._,, re. ::<:;rv·.:. to L:·0 dropped <..: t ~3cu."lc 

ch(;.nsr:s du.r:in~; th 0 ,l~U~y . "t, U12 1...0·1.to1 ; :.i.n:l to,> '.:.r,_ ,,_ore: n.:~rrow strips of 
lJ:.. intr..:;c:- c!"..:.nvns to :,-·.1.rroi_;_r1cl tllc ~:;t:~~~ e: i11 .~·~fr .. ~ '.: c1J\-.. ct . J-1 r:lier ophonc hc. .. r1gs 
ct~!,_t ,::r- stc.tg•:.. cc11d : .. t U1~ fr,x:c. · .. r O"h' o f v,. rioi..;..:ly colort:c footlights He.it to 
? .. dd . l i ght :-\.r1L f~u .. t~ .. sy to th~~ s'r'10'!lf . 

In tho c..Ver:irli_,, <.·ftcr t h .. ; fi.~ir is UJ1c: .. r,·;, y , th.s first activit y upon 
the : . ,~;·: 12 .. .L< st,,,,;<.0 is usm"ll~,. D _;,) ro.sr.:.j of ::~on,,; s ~.rh :.::.:...YJ. c d; , inL~r GtJ<:. .. ct::d ' with 
"' ''I"'~ o· "f't~" .r .. ; . +~ - ··r r" '" le' hnr,,..._ .,... 01·'t1- 'h·w····or l."' ..... _. .. , l· '1 l' ··r ll .. · ,l ~ sc· .. ·rt· Oln y ;.;'ud· c .. vi.11° et\J - .1.v _ ""l.1. . - u J..!t:.; ....Ll.J • - ... 1 .J. _u_ . ....J .i • J. C, .i.1 .. ~ .. ~ . -- .. _,1.., .. u. . ...._ '-"-J. -~ v 1.: .. ' 

coL!r.£,L :::. .. ered L':/ <:. f:1st--t~, l;;cinc; wis c·- cr~. d:i11,~: ccr cdi ... n J <~nd including strc:i.'.)1t­
i:~:/ftmny-;_- ::, tl c~i : .. logu\..·S , "-' lid L.o c.'. s..i..«.;.;-~; t ici·_ f.is t. \ ::.n'~ foot) fights . Also 
c.i.uit.; ,')r,,v:1.J..0_;,t is )l<>.y t:_;Jon s,.xuE.l iC:. _,nti1~y .. s <.. scurcc of conedy , s ince f or 
L:Xur,pl~" the i'~ . C. Lc..y Ll}->,x n to ~ ~; 12 1;;"'~-ri! 1.g lon::, nc. ir, cxco:;c:dini_,, J..y hC"-VY r.;d..:e- up, 
.::.r1c: 1':.t l?h<; si n . .t" 

'l'his li ttl0 prq- srww v ..... ricty 1)r ".\:;r.~T-. s c..rv,; s a s '' bi... ll:y to sie;nro l tl1e 
iLpenciing b0i:;innin~ Of tb:: cl.:.inc.~· . ·1.,:o:st oJ.:·trL firr.. ;:, ·r;:,L di sciples 11'.Ve , 
n~ .. tur:.lly , firr. l y si tix .. t HJ: t [ 1eL sd .. Vt;S onu or U·m ho'Ul"·s 1>r eviously . Fc.Lilic;, 
cor;,e eq_ui ;Jpucl h it h str:.w r;.:ts ::-.:1d sn.:-.. cks , whi l'-' r....:·.11y of th'-' Li8i1 cor;:,e 1.:quip~1ed 
only to squc..t ·.;11dlc:ssl y dtch= .ll tv.i b;,· tf:u c .:....;ice • 

.n.s the c[ r ,.n<':c l:·t::~ins, th..; fi :r ~3t sound i r_; thc. t of the Northe:<~st crn 

ore· .n- lih(; r t..ec'. i.t1str U-i .. :0:l1t L1101tffl ~ - s t~10 11 kh ·~n II \ihicl1 j_J l ,·.ys i;, s in~:::; l c suspC;ndvd 
not...: while c.. L..::·jo:r> ch<-lr.:.;. c t ,_r , u.~uiilly the h--ro , c:ntcrs . T~1c h>c: r o i s d r essed 
in costu: ·,c; cc cordin~ t -:; ~he C; r·::. of t he 0.r-l ic , !mt -:'.lwe;.y;-o to t hi.., gL.u cit..:0t , 
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flt.shiest cxtr~.le , ~'. ncl hi s f <-- CE; i s ca k e([ wi t h whi tt; , ·rny.·.rly chnricc:.ture ti<.?.k6-up . 
Sine~ r:ic:.ny of th t; stor i0s ori c;i1k t cd in 1 , os , tht; costur.1e s ~:r e: <-1.lso L . .w , of 
cithor roy: .l, upper-class , or }J uils<~nt w:r i e t y . 'rho h· :r o 11 w< js 11 and procc uds to 
introduce himself in the ~>i ngukr n.' .. s ,:. l whi ne, of t hl:: Li -"" r <-.L,, holding:; forth with 
T<:.pid- fi:r e s ent ~li c e s : .. nd ;;hr 1... s c s , i nt er up t ed ;:; t ur11)r 8c:ict._t uL ; int~rv<:.l s by a 
lon1;{ voice slid e .f r or. high to l ow , undoubt edly cr1;;: .. t i n...:; t;WTY si ze .'.:' nd t ype of 
soundw<Wt:: ia exist c::nce . 'i'he i~.n 1.:.u< .. g<; of t he jJk.yer s i s so1"0 fo n ; of tfH:: Nort h­
;;<.stvrn ton;:, u.e , d ,.;_._:,c1tding uµ on t he ori.:.~in of the, ri .. ..., r c.u t r ou;::ic . h ost h r e f r oE 
lJionk<:. cn , Udorn, l\or n.t , or Ubol. But wha t ever U tt; v~·. ri,Jr.. c c f r on the n<~tive 

li.1 ~\Ji-.:.gl] of t he l ist cn 0r s , i t sce1: s the.:.t t h .. y c<i.n unlle r 5t<:nd •~ll or Etost o;f 
b .. words . 

Aft er t he h er o h .... s i ntr oduc0d hiI:1self c:.nd e;i v .:;n t he ba ckgr ound fo r the 
onconan:s story, t h u rhyt hm of t he c.~ c co1: ip:~.nying 11 kh~".'. n 11 p i cKs up , and t hen 
suddenly, even j oyously, n drw .• bc,,,; i rrn soundin~ l oud+y u.nd vili r .:.mtly , a nd · t ht: 
s 0aker bursts into <:. song und du.n ee , !.-oving hi s boc'.y rhythnic~lly and i::; r a ce­
fully usin6 his h<::.nds t o enph<.!. size and illustr<..:.t e his son.; . Tne song f ini shed, 
th ... 1.usic continue s nnd the speaker - tur ned- singer Gl'. 1;;r ges f r or,1 hi s µo si t i on 
i-d:ind t he L.icror=ihone 6-nd d·mces ujJ , down , £~nd &cross stag e in the LovcL:c:nts 
vHch will t hroughout the d r a i:1<.' e stablish h i s cho.r;~ cter , a s has th e pa rticul<: r 
t1elody of hi s song . hft er t he he ro ' s init i a l ~'.~),JL.:a. r.:u1 c e , t h G othe r ch .... r <ictars 
t: .... rgo f or a two or t hr e0 r.iinut e pt..r f or r.1ance , uZ.'.ch unf ol cling a s e ction of t he 
plot . 'l'he pl ot i s J. lW:.~J· s f .:.:.i ry- t afo s i ;_.:_p l o, b'u.t oft 8n cxt .:mded by incrc;dib l Y; 
JDng coHplica ti on s . The oth er chc.~ r'-l.ct :srs i ncl ude t . heroin , a villai n , and a 
coi..eclid.n , c. s well c.is r_1inor he r oes , hcrOins , etc . I n t or changes oft en • ct:ur with 
three or f our or r.:or e: ch<.: r a ct ers on stac; G, 0xchllJ16ing Sj_Jt;e cl1es, sons; s , c...n d 

sirimlt6.n8ously i n <::xtenclod do.n ee . 

Th e l en[:'.t h of t he show r &nges fror:. loi1('.; (J-4 hours ) t o ve ry l ong 
(6-8 hours ) and oft l..!11 th e '.uGienc0 will squ<.'. t unblinkint; <1.ll ni,.~ht l ong cor:1-
pktcly c<..p tivc .. t E~d . 'l'he 1::os t •:v i d f ans c.: r t; oldt..; r townspeop l e , vill~i~ <::r s , nnd 
children , while Ll<'.~ny of the young , so]Jhisticc.k :d , s..;.: C: educ< t td popuhi.tion s e en 
to dista i n t hi s fon , of ent ,;rt<. i m,Gn t as crude; ;.nd ol d- f::.shi on0d . hwiy villages, 
vh.,r,; r esi dents c<:mnot a fford shoe s an cl cl othes , can somehow couc uµ with t he 
two o.r thr ee thous <l.nd Laht nec ;_;ssary t o cn;;at;n c:. n: ·r :·.Jn f or an t; nii:r,ht. Ea ch 
cor..;x ny l'k s two or thr ee stor i es in i ts r ept rt oirc , sor:te of whi ch :.t r e well 
known throughout t he iJorthc:~ st . 'l'h e sounds of th0 lc.~rger : .. md h _]tt cr cor.ipanies 
i:r ... <~Vdil<:.ble by r uclio , <~nc oz; f ilr..s which circulat~ a r ound t h e: va rious pro-

The rn; .,. r a r.. i s h.no-wn of throughout Th<.o i land e.l t hough its 1 p crforr:ic.:.nce 
lil;:it ed t o th 0 iior theu st c.:.nc i t s 1 lE~nr;m~gc i s s t rictly t h6 Northea st (;r n 
It is. diffic ult for <J. f'ord[;n cr t c> un dc:rs t et iC. coliipld ely, e ven i f he 

is wdl o. cqu<.. int ed with the p<.i.rt i culi: ' r di<..l c ct, boc<... use of t he r api dity of spec en 
nd the l a rg e sccil (:; inj uction of:irtioGs <:md slc.~ric; . Conver sely, n uch of tho story, 

ch::.racter expr ession w1d hur..ior i s cor;;,pr ·~ht.lnd <~ olu si n.ply t h r oust body ILovement. 
It is , c.t any r G. t 0 , one of th e Dost w0ll pr 0s erved trn.di t i on r.. l <'. rt f orms of Thai-
1::.nd , c.i.nd on u which is still wi d t::l y popul<. .r and wi del y a va il<.bl e . 

The s0cond distinctive ont ert<.,i ru,1cn t i s t he r.tedicin0 s how, which cc..n 
b1,; coLpe.r ed with thos e i n the nit~d 0t 1.''.t e s l e ss th~ ~ n 2. hundr ed yuc~rs a.go , 
i=lCce,:it tha t t od::.y t h€ Th:~ i r.:t.;di cil10 v c::ncio r ent C;r s town in a rake-sh ift i:;.ot orized 
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v ehiclt;' . that <d.nos t dd'i l":S d<; scription . It is pos::;ibly the offsprin,.s of <:i. VW 
bw3 <~r1d c.. l~v~II t<..m ·. , tut it fits th'-' pu:r~::iosd very 1v0ll . Th.-; sid..::s ;..r .::.:: covcT od 
w-It11 i_:;<·.ud;y adv l:rtisvr:'.ents c.xtollin,5 th ~, ncrits of tht: r.1"'dicin<.: and on the toj,> 
.:.t r e i::ountcd sc,v(;r ci. l fog- horn- sized r:1e5< ... ~h.)r..-.: · ~,)v:•.~t;rs , conne ct ed t.) <: 5, 000- wat t 
~:i-,1lificD. ti on syster:1 ( or so it sc.:<;E~s wh ·,m t h..;. syst<x i s ,.mt int o O!)t...r <.: tion) . 
DuriE[: th e d<:.y th o Le;dici.ne f., n u~y clri v 2 t.r.row;h town ann ounci ng his pre sHnc e, 
'uut ty the 1c. t,,., ·,ft,.r noot1 hG h<'.s _;) .. rked his vd:ti cl< .. in <.i. w.::.t c :Jrupmmd , t he 
s:~ L.Ll;~r>(::; , or just il ~ 1. i il fL;ld wh,,r "' U1•. ;>c~opl . ..;: c<.n gc.. th.;r f or th1:.; <~VU1ing 

sh..Jw . H,-; :trnts u;i tht... IciiJVie scr1..cn , .re<!Ji os h i s :t-iro j ector , c:nd wuits f or the 
..;nt0;vin,<; 1Jr oct:ssion of n.cn , woL,~n , r:nc~ children wi.t!l roll:..d L.'.l. ts unc_er their e..rLs 
to f$•'. th0r .. ,r ounc: t he scrt.:en . If on the i'in1t tirr~r:: y ou .~c t,o this i;how y ou 
r <::.'<.d: the 2. ction l.H . .:for,, the L;ovi...:: b-.:gi ns , you L!<~y well thi nL th.- t one- h. :lf of 
the p 0oi ;J. .., s-r e out of thei r r.inds , fo r in L ct t hey ;. r e l i t,;r.:.1 lly si ttin,.; a rom;cl 
thu s crven (on both sidus .:i s it wcr t; ) . How;;:,vvr , <ls soo1. D.s d::::. rhn ess cOi!lt.JS the 
;·:ovi <.: b0gin:3 nnd you r c<. l i zo th.::~t tht: scn:.cn is r.- th L.r transpar c~nt :.:.nd the show 
cc:t n be; seer. fror:.1 both s·ictes . The r <.ng c of 1Jict ur ,,s iu qui t o astounding ; you !?Jay 

s co · ~ sec:om.l- r d. t e f.r,:e ric[J.n cowboy nov.i e (in l!.ngli sh y1.::t) whicJ1 thu pt.>o_pl e <tiJ}Jt;<' r 
to unclerste.ncl , o.nd you can 1 t quitG co;:.~r"'h.enC. how thi s could be until you then 
s~~c. t h , second f e:ft turu whi cl, is << S\.-CC>nd- r :: t<; Thc~ i ,,,ovi t.: ( in Th<~i ) which y ou 
'1.ct i.E.lly under stand e: ven thout;h the words c. r c.: crn.,p lG t,ely incoher ent . If you .J. re 
;~ 'l'EFL te::.ch(;:r , you suddenly r c::D.liz o tn ... t l< ,ncu:.ge is indt:..::d r,ov u11ent · as :c.uch 
.:is- s ound . If you .:-.rt: lucky , you LE.y e v c.t; witnoss. a Ch\J.rli ..: Chc:plin clas sic . 

eTho~h th~ lJ~oplc r,.<:..y .hc:vc . c oL,o for !>Ure; untcrt a i.11.L.:::nt , the Lledicine 
r,~.n h<;.s h i s own :i.,de1.:. s, c::.nd soone; r or l .• t cr th<:.: r.ovi0s i . .trc stoppc;d :·,n cl th 1... hard 
s ~ll begi ns . Sono peo:)le e:. r . il:r.urL but ~- gooG. c::.ny c<:m be seen r eturning hor.ie 
1.L.t c in t he 0veniJ1b ~·Ji th s E:. vcr <·. l tattle s c f tiL cure- c.'.ll :t.10 c: icinC"; ncdi ci n e 
t hi .t cur .. s h c...ido. ch0s , sor;;; stoui chs , dyscnt.'.'.ry , fever, r..:;.l<.. ri.3 , dcngn8 , chol erc. , 
:;.mi tN er y othc.r ll:D.ln("/ th<:t ;:;· y ,;xi.st . 1U.~t. ric<'.n h.:., sn 1 t h< ~d r:euicine of this 
unriv:J.,t...<l st :-'..ture ::JL'1C6 ths ~) .. s .:>::.\s'~ of the Pure Fooc: nnc' Lrues .h.c:t of 1907 . 

1'h8re <~ r '-- oth..; r forr .,s of mtc.:rt ·. i.: 1;.t...;~t , s-. .... c.r-. . s the t own 1:.ovics , the 
v:::..t f.'..lirs, :.1"d t hu tr .. welin;:; Chinuse o_p, r_. , 0 2~ 1 n' .::.1 11 , but these can L::, s een 
::>.nywr.ie r c in 'Ih:1 il.:.~nc . J...ctu<· lly i.J . .i:,ost . . ny r,.)~son c~.r, bl; ~-n excuse f or c:. party. 
Sendi ng a .iJ '° rsor, off t o <. new city,, , r c:c...;ving .::.per son froL. .:.inoth(;; r city , <.'.nd the 
ann ual Th;,i. univc:rsit:.- r ,_1J11i ons ._: r € only:::.. f "w Jf' the cicc <:. s i ons for entert2.in­
ing . You i1ill .fin ' , we bc.:li cvc , thc.. t ·c,hc Is,~c':.n p z, rson is r.mch less inhibit"'d 
t h<-l'l tht.; CE.ntrli l Thi. i. He is l'~or c v.::-rth~r :.nci shows his liL Oti ons r::.u ch 1.:or t: 
r .::ci.clily; thus ._lthou,::_;h he· r:..cy not '..;(; the ,.;x e.;-. 1Jlc of 11 cn. j j en j cn 11 - n ess , which 
the Th<.:. i is sup1Jos...:.dl;,c ~mp~) OS Gd to h:, his c<i. j - r .. ; n 1 n c;ss allows hir;_ t o r c l ecise 
hi s te..11sions , r cc th \.Or th::i.n harboring thc.r,·. lik t.;. the ccnt raJL Th::, i person . .t1.ll 
in c.~11 y ou w:i.,11 pr ckbl y c;ot the f eeling t h<: t t he. ce:lcbr:.~tions , etc. , help to 
r \jli..; Ve th e:.: oth8rwi E:?t.. h1~rc1 life of i.:ost Isann _p~oµle . L iybe th..;ir (;c~tJ1e rings 
;..:. r e; '-· ~Jit r nucous or <- bit pet~y , out s..:ldoJ.. L l'e th0y .. stuffed- shirt • 
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So1::;:;til:.e ~dt i:::r r ,;ceivint: y~mr assi 6 11Lent (whil1... in R:n6kok), you will 
probably b:: ;.., sh.cd by ,m ,.11- knowint:; i:i:m,).oh 'I'h...i wh.:.;rt:.. you will te; s...;nt . \r-1hen 
you reply 11 (:n ar;·,vhur in th,; 1·Jorthc"st 11 , you coul(2 b" Let by one of t wo re~.J li <:; s . 
Either he will confess thc.. t h<· h:.s r1' v.·r h-::;: .r d of tlH-. pl .. c '- or he: will ofL.r his 
syra;:i:.Lt[jy sinc .:.: rGf j- f e~~ring th< .t you Kill 11 UVlT r eturn froJ1i. th<:. t rq;ion . Thcsu 
rc:ra:.rks r.;;.~y l eu.d J ou t o qw.;stion tlli:.... .?f .. • cc: Cor~s st, ff f or it s 1 · o1viously irrc s ­
ponsi 1.:: beh"vior in 'lJl..:.\c~ you 'in '" cl: n1; c:rious ~-nd desol<: t c r E;g i on . But after 
you he.ve '"s8ttl'°d in to your new hoL:t.; <..rn . .:. lk v c h:>.d ~ ch: nee t o i '"';:;t t n . .._ people i~ncl 
look <r ound , you will rer.liz e t:h ... t st .. ff w<..s no t irr:.;a;>orn,iblc , out thi,t r.iost 
fongk.ok Th:.cis" <:, r~ not v er y int crest l:~1 in thin_:; r.i Dore th<::.n 100 kL;s fr oG their city . 

T,, ~· - diff L:r c:n c c. ~ in cultur ~",:;.nC. unt.: .. rt .:::. ifu ~:...:nt <rt:: discussed in oth.o.r 
sections , but <· brief skutch ;Jf the ::.: rchco l o.Sf <.net 11 t hL.w11 sit es i:c[6ht c'tlso be 
hcl;iful. If you <•re r c:.lly intd...::st ed in ~·lrchi.;olo0;} or rc.l<.:. t ed ·f i e l d s , t hon 
t h(.. Norther n or Centr<. l r ec;ions would b"' i:or e to your liking (at lea st up to 
now) . Nothing··y~t exc: .v:..:. tt::d in tht: ribrt i;v1 ... st c;.n-:: " tch th.: ruins of Sukhoth<:i 
or rljthuyu. , or the still functionfug , i.:xqllisit,; t t.;Lt;J l ,; s of Chi aigL.: .. i m1d 1J:_ngh6k • 

. \il- s:ty 11 yet 11 b8c.::: ust:; tht.; -Horthc; .. st :i:s jus t now cur..ing ·into it s ow-J ,:s '- field 
Of serious rl8 S G~rch . hCcdrdin15 f o SOJ:.iv tintlu·opvli1'.4i s ts n;:nd &fC t1cOl Ot$i Sts, t he 
riorthca st will prove to Le the Lust v: luc.blc <....rcheol o6icc.l sit.e in "T!iuil<J.rtd , 

' D.ncl pos:3ibly in Sou th er;. st ii sL: • 

On the surf<.c c t he: 1".orthtc:<.st t cn.i,)l,~s :me~ citi ... s ··of t odi::y l ook r:.ucfi ·· 
lihc t l1e cu:ntr:cl cu.ltur0, only sr:...:-.11 '-'r :·,nct poorer . But Wld ern c<.th tho 5 round, 
buri c..d bf b 0 to 5000 y e... rs of ·rt , .. r e t he rCL-ins of ~-t l c;· st s GVGr :..-;.l civil-
izr .. tions or Ii!i.::;r<~tory g roups . Lookint; kc ck h .. yond th e !) r esc.;nt Nort he.:;, st culture, 
whi o'1 •in r.:ost c<::scs ~has n ot b'-en he r e for i:.or l "th~ .. n 200 yc<.rs , one finci s the 
rer~<..ins of t~1e Khu_; r or Cafobodi•1.n cultures . St'ill str onb "tod<.'.'y in "the. provinc t.: s 
of Sris;:i-;:0t , Burir<.cL·, r.nd Suri11 , the cu.lturc unc1:; • .. xtcnG.•..:d '-S f~-r n.Jrth a s 
Chaiy:1phun . Exc0pt for <i f -:,Y.1 cxcc1Jt'i.orfa , t hi s · ci viliz:. tiorf in tb e f or;_: df tGI: .p l cs 
Wld cities is u? ffi cult t o firic'. , Lut wit h incrU!Sed int e r est <:nd Lon 0y <'nd n 0ed 
t o di5 cfol"c t h8 hekong tt:iv ..... r ,.)ro j t .. ct ·inurid,,tes the; 1-.md , 1auch is '"being un­
ec:rth.;d now . f>h i n&. i (5 C b'.?s rrorth of l\.orc:.t on thr~ Fricndshi;> Hil~hw<..:.y :~nd 10 lo.:s 
east ·froLt t ht; h:e:~hw<..y junction) is th e b0st cx.":t:,plt: in Tlm.ilE>.nd tod<·.y of tlic 
Klmdr 1s ;:~rchit ectur 0 . Th t.; rui _s , · 1oc:·t..:<l in the c •,mtt:r of thL city, u r ~ ·1.:lcin5 
rec ,mstruct~cl ey the l.J op<.. rtr .e1tt, i.•f Fine; ~J..rt~> . Thoui~h 1.,ost . .)f t h"' outer cu±lc1in5s 
rnei Wills will not bu r ·.:..1.;-.ircd , t he i..11rr1:; r t ";,.,_)Lc h .. s t -.en r,~at,;senblud v ery well . 
It , dong with t he c._rvecl lintels , is wcll wortli t ne; trij.) . 

Ph,', n oL lcn 'l\~:.ple ( 7 KJ:~,s nort h of i, :.ir<. .t , jus t -:;.".st of t.he Fri "'naship 
hi::;hw:.y) is 0:Jbi ly r e:.. ch -;d t...nd ·c: ~ t 0s ) lihc Phii.,·:·i, fro;"';.' thC:: lit!! Century . 
Th0r" :.i. r e hundreds of rc;1.,.:. ins of the:: h.hr:.,., r ELpir ~:; {;!.eri:1l ·1Jhot o;,sr t.phy hc:.s 
:i..cut "d r:1or c:. t kn 200), but only <- f GW lF:Vv t \.:t::n cxc~;.vc: tcd . hi.my of th;..sc.~ ;-.. r e 
quit<: ina cc 0ssibl8 , but '· f l .. w of v, .r yine; c ...... 6 rces of w0rtn ciln -be l" <eJ chod . 
Lout 4 kr.is frOi!': . kl-•,.Jht.l'r KCJ .. <·. l <l s u i , GhU1t_;W<-t h.: :l i sin 3· 2.n r.n ci<::nt li...'1L1cr ci t.y is 
bdng r econstructed by :, rcnt;ologist s n<.;.'.1" :huc.:ng f ,_,,o L~ -::t . Tire to"Wil. of ·sung 
,(j (}ii.st off Frie-ncioship Hi t:;hW<-.y ,· south of h.orc:.. t) is ncn:r two sites . The 
fir st is Non:; I.u , <: s JJ~'.rt of t he •.n ci.. .. nt city of l\.hor akap1:tra , which d:,t-.:s fror., 
th~ loth Cent ury . i,bout 2 kns 0.W~ ... y .::~ t f·f lli:ng Su .. .o. : .. ,r e t he :ro a .i.:... ins of u.n ol der 
i:ity t h:\t floU:rish~d durin,s~ th e I.ivc, r~.v .ti period wh1.m t h"u Mon ruled :_;.t Lop buri 
froc t he 4th to the ~th Gen'tur i 0s . (~th .:.,r-c.iti-es , ·howc vc.:r , i:nrticuk rly . :Lri 
Burirm:,, .:.;iris:.kd , :~nc. ~in , <". r e d :i,.fficult to ru~:ch L nd .. p riv1:t e v ehicles .'.'.r o 
r.0quirecl t.o r ee .. ch thcL. ) .In Ch;J1gw<:t h@i..:.ht th er l..; «re the r cu ... ins of two 
nr1cirn t t ovms , one in Ar:.,::it!illr ~uwaim-.r.ihw.~, the:: o thor iri hL.)hur Ph ... nor; .?hrc.i. · 
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Pruc"dinf; the Uu:,,, r c i v i liz,•.t i.:in , •1ot :·:uch is kn o\.-m ~~bout t h e ~e:q;lc 
who inh,~tit ccl the Northc:~st . f' or y,_:.rs it h: s :,, __ '-'11 th ,m,_;ht t!v .. t J..ost i) r us e,nt 

. Tho.is ;·: r '- cksc ... rn.lcnt s of r.i,,r: .Lin,; S0ut!'1 0rn Cnin":'L' \.;-1--..o Li,,~;_x1 t o :·_~)c;•_!: .r .. .:m l y 
800 y e: r s :ego . i·J.:iw, hvWl:Vt..;r , lit~"' t o ,;nc; u i' tlk Los t t:r-Joct, .. ct1.Air fines i!1 
::> ,mth c.: .st ;.,_si<~ , arit h r o,Jol _) _,ists .'.re ~,) in,; tJ h<.v,, to ch,mc:c t lit:,ir th"'o r L s of 
Chinese Lie: r tion , ·: t l vus t i ntJ t h_ :1:,•r·th'-'·,c>t . ll0c .... nt l~l , t ho r t.:L .. ins 0 f :. 
t ::rvm d:1. t i% f r or.. ".bout 3000 BC h·;:; t ~b·. lmcc v "r Ld nc.:: '. r fr_, n bi·~::~ IJii, ~ h:m1:_~K .t 

L'1onk:~8.l; . nt this sito th"' "' .rlic:3 t bronz"' in0t. rw :.cnts in .1-~si .". h v .::. bL;en f oun.l 
'.:r;Q t. ll0y :. rl: cont a .. por .:.n Gous t o t;::rlic :Ji-, Jn-,s f' our1d. :'rLywt1e: r ;:; in t nc world , 

Not a ll pl; c c-s wor t b s-=:1.:.int, in t h1... l'JortlL·:st :·re conne ct c.d wit h t h'-" 
c:L;tr:n. t £.K. ::;t . Th cr \... .. T c. ; : "Y t•..:i ~..)lc s in t h,; l~orthu;_ s t. 'b h, t whi l t- o l c .< or0 s t i ll 
in use... . .1-t5::..in , Kor . t 1."ir ::ih bly h,. s t nL ! ~:~'s t il'l_:)rcssi V e.; dis1Jl: 'y . Th .. , r 8 _ i r·- r.:_ny 
ol<l iLprussiv c t CJ )l<...s i n th.:; cit.y it. B\...lf t h,. t J ,_ k~ f r oi. t he .1-1. ythuy;-,, :t-i0ri0Q . 
hhilc in Y..or_.t y ou c ... n ;,l s0 v isit t'.1.:: ol c: t, 01dn w· ·ll ._ nd t he st.~tuc of T: .w . 
oUI'c~.nurii , .thL: f <;L0US h.;, r oin of ,_,, 19t h bl:Dtb.ry w: ~ y wit h 1 -,-J S . I n libol, 0 h our 
1...<.st 0f L.o r .. t by t r : .in , t hLff l, · .. r e ·~lso Li riy fin'" ol ci cJ.'.1)1<.:s . lf you <. r e rec.ll. 
int c.; r 0st cC. in < .r chit e:c'hurc ,. here y uu t;:,n s1:; ~ t 11"' Lost \illUsL:..: 1 t. ci:'-l)L. in Th.c'.i -
1 .nd . Lo e - t cd only <: f c;w Ll ocLs fruj, t l1c ccn t. 0r uf 1.,)w11 on tf1t: b:nk of th.:, li10 

Hiv.~r is ., 19th b -en-.. ury t. a_:pl c_; whi c: h vr s ~'"si5n"d by " L~Grr. ; 11 <"r ~ hitcct . hll:1os 
<.! j0k0 1-Je; cc use, Jf i -t s 1 L0.s sivc.; j)illc. r s whic 1; r-31:.ind ·.:m~ ,J f the. ol cl Europeei.n 
c;_ t h 1...C.: r~ .l s , i t i s n'- v cx t h1;-. l e s s ~ v ;,>ry tL n c2 s oL<<... builc;i n:::; . 

A 5-h~:iur us ride Nor t h , .nd v~ ..;st Jf \,l,ol will b r i r.J; you t o l; hc.r1e:·w t. 
1·1' iLs.:.~n.kh-.i .. In .h.L1Jhur h.,mth:. r .. wich.:, , f'hut h;~ b.m.:c,kh:.:m Tm .. ~Jl \;; is l oc:.t1...d , 
whic i1 h:,s :. f .';.Lous l e,;ond conn0 ~t. t..d wi t h it . In ,i d.U.it. ion t o t·wo l~c re;c s t . i<J.lcs, 
on,; in fr .Jnt. of- t h e t cL,-•lc.; :.nc'. t he •_)th-.,r nc ·,rl.Jy in ttK w.Joc~s , thc r o is a. 
10E?;Wdi.l ry t hirc~ ..::inc so!-.,. wn ... rc L·'-c.le of Bolid gol c , whi~ t1 , if so~n by c,ny;Jn l: , . 
will cc. use d~~t. h wit hin on e c:: y . Ju~;t t o t L~, n or t h i :s Ch .nt,w .• t Kc.:. l :.sin . In 
r{' , J l ol I•:ong.tx .n , Hi' ~ihur L :.J'. 1 :s: .i ' th c.. r c is ' n ..; l C.:. Lon,.;st :~ry wit h ca rving ,-
1 .. iossiLly d<.. t ing fr;JLl t.hc il.;ythuy;. ;J,.rL1d , 'l' o th,, Ifort.ho:. s~, : lon~ t he:; l.1~0 

bor dvr is Ch:1nsw t i"J· ·Lorn .t>h: .noi, which ( ... l on[:', wi. t.b ;..; · .kol i'~, .. :.c;rn .',.nc~. k :.l i·. s in ) 
h . s s..:>Lo v~ry int\...r ... s t.int z.t hnil'.: e,; r uu;.is . The J."o::;t. f: .r::0us . r e:- t. rJL. Phuth; ,. i . 
Renu Vill .. g0 in L':li-.orn i)h ·nor.. ..-:: : .. 1 1.;t., c.:<. sily r ·.,:. cli:..,G. . nci is_ f . Lous f or i ts ' 
w0'.:!vin.::,. In M.,Jhur 'Lt r'h<.n :J:. t hl. Lost i.r_,i)o r t -.nt tu ,.;L., in !·>)rt.h0;.'.st Th:.il, nC. 
is l oc._ t cC.:. . f'hr .. T·'t Ph ... n0L 'l'c. ·tJl~ i ~~ thc Cdlt"r of buc.C:h.i.st l,:;: rnin[.; ~·nd 
h:~s .'J. L\,;:.m. ifu l, t · 11 c u:!i. E,,,.- _r y y v: r (' ·. r oum Fobru ry) thL.r0 i s .. n l-n or ;_,ous 
t -::.zJL; f>ir , which iJ'-0;,L; fro; · : 11 ov 1; r t.hc r·J . .Jrt h,.,,:· ~-, t .rni L_.os ~ ti. enc: . 

To the nor t L bh.- n ,.:,w -t-. Lo0y i s· l o c: t ee~ . In .'iL',A1ur Chi<'. mt::kh<::.n tr.er e 
: r .:, soJ':·,: ul c.l t& 1Jl.::,s . l\nd hvr c. ' . .me will fine: DU"" of tLc Lost bo;-:-.ut i f ul 
L·.)unt ,i n s i r.. Th il .. nC:. (l__,i:;(x1c,s h ':"C it. t h.t snow h s on :ic e · sLm f ,~ lle;n in 
t h ;:;s__, Gvlmt · ins ) . U11for~ u.i1: tcly, the r~) li tc:i Lo :.y i G J.. rgin~;.l i n 600Q wo,_ t h l:r 
u1c.'. it t .. k0s ._ h: :. r dy ~uul t 0 br ,, '!G th .._ :.~us ri(c , which s -t. ur '. s :,.t Lhonk:::.on . 
i\i ont,;kh;:1i is th G ot.h0 r ,)r::ivin c v :.l,1n i; t.h ·...:; north '-rn tordc:r . It h<:.s S \).'-1C;; · .. ol d 
t eL) l cs c. ncl ruin s , b ut · i s Lest ; nown : ~> t h.., c r c.rssi nr,;. ;Joint t o Vi c.;ntL'.11.c ~ L:.os . 

Two 11..;r · c t.nin(,s ,~.re Wc;ll wor i.h J..-.;nti.::minc:; : .. s p l . C c.;; S t. o S(..8 . FiDst, 
is Ubolr:-, t _no.t JJ r.. , n:::i r t h ·.>f i .. h:Jnk .._n , , .ncl tht;n west f r •)L the l" r i-.,ndshi p • 
hi6hw..:y • . It i s '.n iq.J r \...ssiv "' s truc~ ur L. , ~r :w~din.-~ i r r i.c;c. t i on <'.',nd fish f o:r; 
:: l :,r g o nw:.t\.,;r of l\Jort. hc:x.st ~rn ors . 'l'hc s c ~ onc is the ~ 1,rin ElciJhc.nt I\ound - Up 
whi ch coL0s e v e ry I~ :)Ve u.:.;r . "' ..;ne ur t.w.J - L.Ly .. f f :-'.ir , :::in<;> c .:.n r i c.,t; [~n . oloph:-.nt 
f :-jr " v,~ry r c:.. son a·L,1 L; ~JricG ;.nd (:mj oy t, h c f l.:)st i v: l :. -\,L)S;Jhcr <J . 
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No C. .:iul.rt r'.L!.ny ,tJ].LCl..! S t ... ve bt,;;:m 0vcrl J'.)k:.;d , but the above-r;,cntioned 
jJLccs G_i off c,r .. chccngv of ;r .c c: fror. Y'.Jur wv rk situ , L...nd contra :J.Py to wh: .... t r:;os t 
pc.>0plo -will t ..,11 you , you will not Jl,: v c; t ; fL.c th 0 North cc.st ir'1. order t o 11 thi<~w11 • 
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'J:Iill GI RL ii1l0 ,fEJ.;.VES· SILlc J.,T NIGHT 

Nang Yc:. i vilkge ia on the edge of the town o f +1.c.:.hc.so.rakham . · A ca na l 
through the villa.go, anc~ in one !Jk. ce ther e is o. pool in. the C0.m.:.l. The pool 

' lso n.::ined Hang Y<'. i . The 1.>009l1J i n tne villc:ge t ell this story of how their 
kge J.n<.l th e pool got their names . 

M:c.ny y ec:.rs :.:.go baf e r e there we.s a villi.:.g e , two f anili c s lived on the edge 
canul. · Both f amilies ·wsre v er y sr,1CJ.ll. I n the fir s t L:rilly the r e were only 

uother and her son naned Jun . In the second f cr-d.ly th-"r e w6r e only a fc.th~r and 
· s ·ctc;.ught er · n <ir.led Ya i. The two fc,r;:ili..:;s WGre rice farmers. They worked together 

<:<':us e th ey wer e good n eighbors . \/hen they were ol L: enough ; JlJD. and Y::ti were 
rried. 

Jur.o. t.nd Yt.i wer e v ery h2.:i):_:)Y together , a nC. they built 2. n ew hous e on the 
!.!l between the h ouse s of their p:.. r errc s . Ono d.-:iy J um had to go t o Khgnkaen on s ome 
iness. Before h e l e ft, he told Yni , 11 1 will be gon e f or, .sever a l d.<!.ys . If you 

ed help; my mother vlill be g l ad t o help .. you . 11 

Yui r eplied , " Tht:.nK you , Jum, _bu~~ do not think tha t I vr.Lll need any help . n 

But ·Jum wn s not sur u, so he t ol d hi s moth er, 11 Lihile I c.i.r.1 gone, will you 
" sure Yc. i i s a ll right . She is young , u.nd she should not be :~lone . " Then Jl.J,ffi 

id the srune thing to Yl\i 1 s fa th er . 

· Th;:~t night Jum 1 G mother hec:. r d a n oi se coming from Jum 1_s house . She l ooke d 
t of her window -~~d s c.w ::i. light comil).g fr om Y" i 1 s room. The n oise w<~. s coming from 

1s house t oo ; J'Om. 1 s mother wondered whe:'.t Yc:. i W['.s doing , and the n ext morning she· 
ed Yd , " ~Jhd did you do last night , Yc.{? 11 

Yq.i r eplied) 11 I die: not do o.nyt hing. 11 Jura' s mothe r di e'. n ot b1il.. i e v e her,. 
she could not so.y <:m;ything . 

The n e:xt night c.nd ·an every night t h2.t followed, Jun ' s mothe r s c.w the light 
he<:rd the nois'e c cimine from Ye.i 1 s room. Every }.:ornL~g she <2- sked t he sG.Ine ques-
' 11 1.h::.t dicl you do 1.-- s t night , Y~~ i? 11 And cv sry morning Y::ti g0..ve the s:une r eply, 

did not ~o o.nything . " 
. 

Jwn1 s mother di d not "know why Y:~i WL'. S lying t o h er . So the l ast night 
ore Jum r eturned , she went ov or t o Jum 1 s house c:..nd l ooked through <l hol e in the 

into Yni 1 s r oom. She s o.w Y~i sitting in the middl e of th~ r oom . Ther e wa s a 
· i n the room, c::.nd Ya i wa·s· ·weaving silk . She used her hnn d t o p~;Ll the new silk 
eo.d from h er mouth! Jum 1 s mother wr~s very surprised when - she s aw Yai jJulling the 
ec.C. from her mouth . She could not believe it, so sho l ooked again . The sil k 
not or ainc.ry, it was silver ~md gol d ! When Jum 1 s mother. s o.w- t.\1<tt , she shout ed , 
! Yai ~t e.re you doing?" 

. 
Suddenly, Y.:i. i 1 s r oom wa s co:rr.pl e t ely de. rk , o.nd t he noise had sto1)ped . 

1s mother could not m::.ke Y:t;L · come out of h er r oom, ,~nd so she r eturned t o p e r 
She de cided Y.:.;i L1Ust be a 'witch . 

When Jum r eturned, his moth er t ol d him what she h~.d s e en : ""very night 
e wa~ a light in Ya i 1 s room, but when I e.sked her why, she would n ot t ell r,w . 
night I went to your house c.:.nd I saw Ye.i wenving . She wa s wee.wing silk, but 
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t-he tbread did -not. iSJuehoff .:: spool, it c.'.:'In.e out of her mouth P.nc it was silver and 
gold •.• Jum, you must be very ccreful , Yt!.i is e. witch . 11 

Jum did not know whethe r to b eliovG his mother or not , so he quickly 
r eturrKd hone . He looked UJ'Y'er his house for the loom . n: \-r.:\ s not there , but thc..t 
wns where the loora ha:!. ·.::::.iw-a.ys bten.. He went into his · hous e 1:.nc'. looked into ·Ya i 1 s 
roor.1 . Yr.i was not there , but p:~rt of. ·her loom w~i. s . Jum beg~:>.n t o wonder, 11 Cnn it be 
th:.t Y<-. i is re<llly a witch? -Ho1-1 will I find out? 11 

When Y-'.'.. i r eturned home, Jum :lskcd her, 11 Yi.:. i, whe.t Q_d you do each night? 11 

Y<.:.i would not .:mswer Jum, she looked .'.'.ngrily B.t him . Jum thought , 11 .Now 
I believe my mother, Y:ti is c-1 witch . 11 So he sc.icl , 11 Y.:i.i, you cannot live in this 
house ::ri.1y more . You will net c.nswur my questions <.:.nd you have lied to my mot her. 
Leave, I n over wc:..YJ.t to see you ::i.g::.in . 11 

Y.:.!.i v.'3.s very s£:.cl , but she did not cry . She WC?.lkec.l out of the- house 
slowly, and <ill day long she walked :::round the town . She woulc.1. not t a lk t o anyone , 
not even her f .::ther . · Thc.t evening she went to thC; pool in the canal. She j umped 
into it Qnd drowned . 

When hos r father heard this he t ol d Jum, "You he.ve ki ll_ed my daughter. 
You would not trust her, you believeC:. your r:mther more t km your wife . Yai wa s 
fe.ithful to you, but you were not f l'..ithful t o her . Arid now she is dend . 11 Then 
Ye:.i 1 s f;~ther l eft; no one ever saw him ng.:i.in . 

Jum r eturned to his house , he wc.: s v ery sc.d . He looked for_ Yai 1 s loom, 
but it W~ \ S ent irely gone . He could not find it c.nywherc . H8 thought , ·1·1If Yeti W<.'. s 
wee. ving, the re will be so:rae cloth somewher e , " but he could not find c.ny . J UJil wc. s 
very lonely <md worried . He did not know if Y<.:.i w~.:. s :'.. ;,..d.t ch or not . He could not 
work anymore , he wc.~lked c.. rouncl ·the lit tle village a ll of the time . Even l'..t night he 
did not sto1) W<.'.. lking . 

One moonlit night Jmc walked by the pool wnere Ye..i h<::.cl dr owned . He looked · 
into the w<!td , anc.~ it looked ;:s if Yo.i were wce.v:i.J1g ix1 the pool. Jum r e.n to gel. 
his neighbors , and when they looked into the pool , they saw the sc3I!le thing . 

Nobody knew wh, .t to believe . Every moonlit night , howevor, they could 
see Yai weaving in the pool; but c.t day, the re wc.. s nothing in the pool but wat .:ir 
and n few fish . Jum ch .'.l.ngec! Lfter thct . Now he wa s hl,iJ;>Y Gnd h0 did not worry ~ny 
rnore . H.;; bc.: c<:.r;ic o. We[~lthy f <.'. rmcr, ·.md mr:.ny ye<c"rs 1-·.~ter h e told his childr en t he 
sc..d story cf his first wife . 

' •. f•, 

. So the pool wa s named c fter Y~i , it i s cl'..lled Yni 1 s pooi (or in Thai: 
Nc..ng Yai) , end the vilkge wns n.'..!.mcd Yt~i t oo (or in Th1:.i: B<.:.n Nilllg Y2..i ). Today if 
you go to t he pool on a moonlit night , you c2Jl see Y.".i woo.ving too . Well , who.t do 
you think Yr~i r eally wc.. s? Jum knew, but rh; never tol d anyone, not even hi s · children 
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FOUR FOOTPE.INTS OF FOUR BUDDHAS 

In Snkol Ikkorn there is c::. fc:nous terapl e . It l ooks like t he Templ e of 
es;:i(;ct in Tat Phan om, except thc:..t it is srnaller . This .. :t.cmple--i-S--nar.1-c..d -the-TeJi\)l e 
th~ Four Foctprints ( or iri ThQj_: Pr nt at Che.::rng Chum) . Her e is t he story telling 
it wa s built o.nd how it got its nnr:ie . 

One king of Intar~:J<.1rt NE~kom hei.d helped build the; Temple of Respect . 
eople today beli ev e thc.t the city of Intc:.rapart ~wo.~s in. the pr ovin ce of Sakol Nakom . 
t they do not know wher e it was . 

Another l~ing of Int.::. r c.pe.rt N2.korn , nC:.r!iGd Sura Ut c:.go. , he..d two sons , nnmed 
Pingkc. and KUD Dc.:.eng . One day Sure. Utaga told his sons, "You a r e now old 

leave my ho:rae . I .would like both of you t o build new citie s . 11 

Kum Daeng built his city where the town of Kumpnwapee is today . And 
Pingka built his city ne.:ir the shores of !:-larn L<..:.ke . He built h i s city on 

.e Lounto.in Under ~Vhich Wnt er Flows (or in Th2.i : ?hu Nam Locl) . 

A. 

The peo.f)le of Suvo.n<-'- Pi ngka 1 s town tell t his story: 

Once the Buddha came to t he shores of H~rn Lc:.ke . He had been told that 
~ lclce was ver y beautiful and pe2.ceful . The Buc~dha also want ed t o tea ch t hc; peopl e 

So he decided to stop there . The Buddha cwne to Harn Lake and h e 
tovm . Then he sto)ped to tc&ch Suvana Pingka . 

One day the people found some foot~rints on the mounta in . They wer e very 
to find the footprints , be;cause thoy H~re in stone, notsand . So they went 
.r'ingka and told him wha t t.hey had seen . 

Suvana Pingk.:. went to s ee the foo tp rints ; he wc.s amazed 2.nd he t hought , 
is is very stra nge , I must c.sk my te<-'.cher about this . 11 So Suvann Pi ngk::. went 
the Buc.dha and said, 11 Todc:-.y some ~c:::op le hnve f ound four footprints . They nre 
<. stone . They do not know how t hey got ther e , nor do I . But I wonder ed i f they 

be yours . 11 

The Buddha looked u.t SuVc:ma ?ingkc::. e.nd. replied , "Only on e of th e f ootprints 
The others belong to the three enlightened men (in English we say Bucdha~ 

Thcci it is phu t a) who came before me . One footprint belongs to Kukusu.ridho (thG 
st enlight ened man); another belongs to Konokc:-.nw.no (the se con d enlight ened mnn) ; 

~ :..nothcr belongs t o Yas<.·.pc. (the third enlightened me.n) . The fourth is mine becaus e 
c.m th e fourth enlightened a:::.n in this world . They <-'- re to remind your people of 
e "st history of t he world, and tilso of the future of the world . For , bef or e 
<: fifth enlight en ed nan , Srie.ryan1et hai , can come , this world mus t be destr oyed . 11 

Suvan2. Pingka w2. s :LJ. pr e ssed when he kn ew this . He wanted to t cll every­
hi s knowledge . ll.ftcr the !3uddhc, h<~d left, he built <::. t empl e ov er the foot­

ints . Tho.t is why it i s cr::.lled th e Te.itple of t he ·Four Footprints . 
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Four F'ootpr bts of Four Buddhas (continued) 2. 

B. 

:;; ome peopl e say th<:.t a ser:per1t liv e s under the temple in the nounta in . 
They s, . .y it live s in the 1vnt0r , und t hnt sometimes it swims f r om its home in the 
molintain into Ham Lu.ke . If you <.!.re l u cky, you ccm s-ee the serpent in the l ake . 

There i s ~lso a deep well ne.:.:. r the tel'!l1Jle . j?eopl e say that if you drop 
<. bucket into t he well, you will not be ::bl e to g0t i t out .::.gain . But, maybe , 
you vtlll find it several days la.ter floa.ting in Harn Like . This shows t h'lt the 
wat er from the mountain flows into the la.ke , ancl that t he s er pent , viho protect s the 
t. en11Jl e , coulcl l eave his home cc.nd go t o the kke without coming up on the lnnd . 

g 

n 
(! 
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'I\v 0 .nDVEl"TT UllliS OF YAI 

I n th8 f'rov:Lice of Loey, tilt,; pe·-J_[)le t ell stories C.Lbo':~.:9-__ ~_rec::_\_h_'tp~~-- __ · 
ri. .. r.1ect 12.i. They sc:.y th~t Y&i •.cs born in the t own o.ri::T(or i-1 Chunpasak in L' . .)s , but 
th::.t Yai moved t .o _'Ihaik.n d anci lived in Lo..;y 1~~0~ ~. of his lifr:; . Ya i W<l s J. great 
hero and he did IU£.n.y :hi.nous _ d-eeds . Or1ce he s::.!.vcd a vill<ige fro!Ll spirits , and once 
he discovered ::... beautifUl and s'tre.ng(;) nountc~in • . 

When Y<~i .n()ved to Loey he want ed t o :(ind ~, place 
ho came t o_ a sri'.ll vill~~ge i;{hich is now c<-.. lled Nc. P""e 'l'on . 
that riane, "this is ~1hy' he chose tha t 'nc.nc . 

t o be hi s horr,e ~ Fim~lly, 
y~~i w·.ve the vilkgc • 

One day some of the _peopl e .,in hi~ vill.:..ge c,lfi1.e running to Yc:.i. "Help us , 
help us ~'. - .th~y cric:d, "·our ric e crops h<.v e bee i des_troyed . 11 

. . . . - ~ 

. ~- ':Y2.i asked t heil. wh.:.:.t ·we.s wrong , c:nd they sc.'. icl, "Yesterday when we worked 
i'l the fi"elcis', our r ice was all growing. Tode:~y , when .we retwned to .. work age.in , we. 
saw ·that t he bes\ ;ice h[~d been de stroyed . It looked like sor.1eono _pulled the rice 
out of t he ~;round . ~,h::-.t cc:~.n we do? 11 

- y,·,i WZ'"S v r::;ry surprised when he hes.rd this . story . He dici not kno:w wh~t to 
sty . 'He-thought for· several minutes , <-.:.nd the:-i h.e said, 11 1 do not know .. wht.t to do., · 
but if someone is destroying th1:; rice , WO Liust find out who tpc.t p e rson_ is . Sorae­
cne will hnvo t o s t ay in t he ric e fields c:..11 of the tine . 'dhon he sees the person 
ho cor:tes to destroy t he rice, he can return t o thC: vill::ge . Then 2-ll of us c2.Il 
o out o.nd help en tch the bf..:.d r.:..:.:.n . " 

EVery night sev er a l ner wmt _o1J.t into the fields to w.:ct ch . Eut thElf! could 
ot see .:nything beca use t here W<.LS no m.oon . ..nd every night l . ore cf tr.cir Fiee W.?.s 
,stroyed . They were very upset , but Yc .. i. sc. i d , 11 Y ~rn. r.mst -be pr..tient . " Soon there 
ill be"c. full r,foon , c:nd th~n we cc"!.n see who is doing this to your rice_. H . . .. 

•• • c- • ·: _· r: · - . . 
•.---- on the night of the f 1ill moon :;very _ r;~-:n in i;._he vill.2..ge went to the rice 

it-lds. TheYJ. t hey saw so:me-thing v.:;;r y strc.n@;e . The r ice w.:;_s being pl,llled out of 
e groi.md, but no on e W.'..!.s pulling it . 11 \'Jh::t i s £pppeni..11g ~? 1 1 the people . r.. sked . . . 

Yai said , ii It Gust t12 evil spirits ; w ,it for c.. minut~, c:md thsn we will 
shout t~geth.~r .. '•ic..ybe th<.:t ·will frighten the .spirits c..w~y . 11 

-
\'ihen Y,•. i t ol d them, they c:.11 shout ed . Suddenl y, the rice . st opp.E:d being 

ciled out of th2 groi.;nd . It w~.:s very strc.:..:-ige_, but t he spirits h<..d gone awny , 
hey did not retl.U'n . When he w:..s sure t he spirits would not return , Yt.:i s G.. id, " 
Let 1 s c 11 our town , ir-iher e:: the Spirits Pulled U) the fdce , 11 e.nd th<:t is the nee.Be 
f the t own until tod.::.y . 

Y..:~I DISCOVERS .h HOUNTn.IN 

Yai w<:cs c:~ hunter, not c.. fo.rm cr . He would sp0nd rr;~ny d<cys in the forest 
1U1ting for food . One d.:.!.y he shot c:. deer . He wc.· s sure t h& t the deer would di<~ , 
id he follow0d the wonded c;.nir:Ll. But the d1,,;l'.;r did not die , it l~cpt going on 2.nd 
. Fin<:..lly ~ it stopped ;:m SJ:1(; fl'.l t ground . Y:~i wc:.s very tired . D<..! hud b cGn 

ollowing the deer f or I!k1.ny hours . Hu looke d ''-round him, now he wo..s on t he top of 
nountain! 
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~of Ya i (continued) 2 • 

./..,_s hL l ooke:d (:t t he deer on thL. top of t he n1ount~.in , Y.:::i s«'w .::.n :ili.12.Zing 
thirig . Th.sro w1...r t, rn.i ... ny J"lOr (.. d e1,;r n ,_;.:.:. r the one h0 h<:d wounC.ed . Lnd tho de: er he 
l -J.d shot , n ow W<- S not wounded ~~t ;_ll . 5ht.. d'-'1.- r W1..; r 0 rwt a fr:·. id of Y;.:. i , t h1.;y . C<'' .. nc 
c:r ound him. Yc.i t hought , 11 'l'his is Vt;ry tr:.:.ng\..., th ,~St.. dt.. 1.:; r L'.Ust be:. holy, I v.rill 
not shoot tha;1 . 11 

It w:-.3 l~tu in t !-11..; :"_ftt..r noon , , nd Y< .. i W< .. s t ir"'d . He thou,;ht , 11 1 must ~---t 
t o t-he bottorr: of t h" T.tom1t:~in bc;fur (.. n~_,t COI!l1.,,3 , ;1 He i-rG..lkod c.r ound ~~no :-.r our1d;- . -
but l~c could not fir.d the; 1.x .. th duwn th t-; 1::ount c.cin . Ht; notic ed tb.": t tht.. top w._s flc t 
..... nd 1clide; 11 Thi s is il V 1..; ry Ul1USU<.l DOlli"ltc'.iL , 11 ht.. thollc!;ht . 

Yr~i w.:..s v er y worri"'d now . 
do? 11 He tri'-'d to find t ho d(jer , but 
gi v v up _looking for t hci:,, hC; sc: on" 
must be th0ir p< .. :t.h , 11 h 1:: t hought , .:.nd 

h1:;; s id..; of thG wount.<:.in. 

11 1 c<:nnot st<~y h1...rc <::.11 night . ~Jh~~t will I 
they Wt..rc <:11 gon<:.; . Juct :.s he.: w<2.s '~bout t o 
going do 1 t he; sid0 of .the nountc~i.:1 . 11 Th2,t 
he follow0d tho dt;~r . Tl1...., p£:.\ h "\ ook hii.1 · dovm 

·v1hl:·! [le got to th_, botton of tl:.v r..ountc:i n , h'-' l ooked for t he de..:r c.gc:.L'1 , 
but they we.r e gone o..;1d he w 0 ver s.'.'.W th.:;r,: <c0<~in . H..., l ook..;d bL·.ck a t th e n6unt ::-. i n , 
11 Th' ·t 1:-:ountc.in l ooks ju.;;t like .a b1.,ll , 11 he s<iid ; .. ~.nd f r on: thn t · ac:.y the f.lou.11~2. in h.:.:.s 
been. n~'.;nL;;d .Bell houn t .J.i n . 

.h.NQTHEJi. STOHY 1.BOUT ·BELL LOUNTJ·,IiJ 

or,,..; pcopL ) i n Lo\.,;y do not ocli '-'v'-' the stor y c:.oout Y~i; t hey tell <'. 
diff~r 011~ stary aQout ~.L.11 l11ountc.. in . Thi s i s t ht;.,i r. s t ory . ·:· ·/ 

vJ11,,,,,n t ~(; f i r s t p'-'oplt.. c;:.;.n"' t c Lo'-'y , t lKy n .ticed th<.: big r.:ount<.in •· It · 
l ooke:"'d lik1;: 2. .bell. hnd on th1... .2uddhi st hol y d' ys i t ;,0,.md.:.d like. ~- g i ant bell wr:.'s 
bei ng r ung Oi1 the top of thu r:iou.'1t .. in . Tr.c p 00i)lc m.:.med the nount<:in , the Bell, 
DL; ~<..:.us~ it l ooked c_,nd sound.::d likL; <~ b"-11. 

. S~nc(; _then t h'-' bE::ll ho.s b'-' '"n l os t . l·i one c.v-<Jr s.:.::w i t, - thuy ·only. h ear d 
it; but noi.- the bell c&nnot b·~ h1... ... rd 0ith'-- r . Sor:.1... p00~.)lc; s~~y th,. b ell g r ew with 
tlk couptc,i n <.'.nd th<:t .it yf'.. .J> holy . They ~l;lL,v 1... th<: t soL...;bn·:.- clinb0d up the nount<: 
t o find th..:o bell , c..nd th<-:. t .· t hc god dt';stroyc.:d th'- bell so th~. t thc.t p c r e on could not 
find it . So t od<ly , if y..;u go to Locy y Ju c~n s1...c B0ll Lountc.in , but you cc:.n..'1ot 
hc2- r it s bell ripg . .·-
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TOUR TO 

Soro.eti1n0 s t he sarne story is tgld in .c'i ffcrent ways . Hei- e nr o two 
stori es about how '-'· v<l-lley i.i.nd c~ w.:.,terfall in i.Jong Buc.:.krnpoo di stri ct of Ucom 
province got their n<m1es . The stori es ~tro both <~bout the same man , but they 2. r e 
very different . One story is told by women , anc t he other stor y i s told by men . 

Once upon <i time in the frovince of Udom , th..:; re WLs a small village . 
The people t he.r e wer e rice f a r mers . \llhen th ey did not h ::,ve t o work , they liked to 
wr:.lk t o the mount<:'.ins t o s c; e t he beaut iful s cenery . 

On 8 Jay one of th e old men in the village, Tour To , c.nd· sone of th o young 
omm took a walk to th e mountains . It Wc. s a be.::tutiful day , and they wer e going on 
)icnic . Finally they caae t o <.t deep va lley with <~ wco. er f<:.ll a f one end of i t. 

he women s, .. id t o Tour To , 11 If you can climb dovm t o th e bott on1 of t he vall ey <.:.nd 
ring us ;1 srac:.11 rock fr 'Jm t he stream, we will marry you . tt 

Tour To w:....s ver y h<:p y . Even though he w~ s ol L, he knew th<>..t he you.i.'1g 
:.n2n wer e be<.mtiful . His wif e wu. s dee.cl , <~nG. he thought , 11 i1Jow I will ha ve r.n ny 
<i:Utiful wives . 11 So ho '-~g reed . 

The women thought, 11 Now we will get ric . of· this foolish ol d man . He 
·11 sur ely di e t rying to clinb dmm the stee;p clif fs of t he va l l ey • 11 Th ey wc1.tched 
:ur To go t o the edge of the cliff . · 'l'hey se.w hint s t llr t t.o go down, e.nd they heard 
'n slip on the rocks L'.nd screLl'.1, Th ey sa i d , "Tour To hP.s Dillen , he is dying . We 
ust go t ell everyone • 11 So t hey r e.n bn. ck to t he village . 

But Tour To W'<l s not clcnd . It i s t r ue that h~ had f allen , r:.nd thJ.t he 
:d scre;ir.,ed; but befor e he hc...d f 2.llen t o t he bott om of the vclley, he l anded in 
h0 brc.nches of e. bi g be.mboo treia . His lif<:i w..::. s s e.v ed . He wu..s fright ened, but 

urt . He s<~id , 11 I <J.C. still L~live , I still he.ve a elk.n ee t o rnarry t he women . LI 

So he clir1:bed out of the b<:.r.1boo t r ee , and he went to get .::, litt l e r ock. 
stream . Then he t hought , 11 Even if I hcwe t h<; rock , t hey will not B.gr ee t o 

IT'j rn, they will s~~y I clid :i.ot go down t o the bot t on of t he v<:lley . They will 
y I picked i t frma the side of the clif f . 11 So he cut c. big br tm ch of the bar:i.boo 

rce which he had fnllen into , encl he. star t e C. t o cl i nb uµ the wall s of t he ;valley . 
\, 

It wc:. s var y h2. r d t o cl i mb t he wall of t he v.:~lley because he wns carrying 
rock 2.nd a br ' nch of th e be.nboo t r c.::e . b. t L'.:tst , nf t e r sev er2.l hours , he diC. it •. 
,m he got '-o t he top , he saw r.1illly peopl e ther e . They wer e all crying 11 0l d Tour 

is dead , he W. s f .::.llen into t he deep v:.J.ley. 11 

111 ClJil not either dead ~ 11 he sa i d . 11 I &ll a live , and I ar.1 going t o rmrry 
c youpg women • 

11 But , 11 they said, 11 you did not r ec:.lly go t o t he bott om of t he valley . 11 

11 Yes I die; , nnd I can prov e it , 11 qe r ep lied . Thonh9. show'-d them the 
ck and the bre:mch . 11 If you do n ot believe ir,e_; you can go down into t he valley and 

t he tree which ·r cut the b r c-.nch from. 11 Then everyone believed him, and they 
c t he yol!Ilg women marry Tour To . Ho We s very ha;Jpy the r est of his life . And 
m t hnt da y, the va lley Ll.nd its w-...;.t "r f e;.11 have been named for the lueky Tour To . 
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Tour To (continued) 2. 

Nany ye<.:. rs , c..go ther e was a srnall village on the .edge of. the · forest . All 
of its peo~Jle were hunters . They would go i nto the forest 2.nd th e n earby mount<~ins 
to find their food . Scmetines they would :trc.vel ver y f a r , 1-1.nd they would stay awc;..y 
from their village for s -ver c.1.l d.:J.ys . Sometih:e-s., · if they went fo.r enough, they would 
corae to a deep ~+ley which had a beautiful wc.t orfc..ll . When they were thirsty they 
would drink fror:1 th e clear, col d Wc\t er, nnd they would r est n ear the wat erfa ll. It 
wa s quiet and peac E?ful ther e , and the hunters liked t o go t o the Vcllley . 

One day, one of the hunt ers n<::.r.ied Tour To w~s in th e forest a lone . He 
snw a .beautiful deer . He foll9wed t he deer for sever <.!.l hours . The deer r an t owu'Ci 
the mounte.ins, ::.nd t hen down into the vci,lley . Fin.r.lly, Tour To wc.. s close enou6h t ci 
the deer: to shoot it . When h e _shot i t , hu thought, 11 Now the deer will di e and -I cm: 
t c:.ke it b:.: ck tor.:iJ' ~ll:lge •. Everyone will be proud of me . 11 But the deer did not ciie 

It r 1.1.n t o t he wat er fall <.!.nd di e d the r e . Tour To looked for his deer . He 
t hought , 11lt 1:~ust ha v e died by· t his tine , when I find ·it , I will take it ro ck to L\f 

vill.:ige . 11 At last he. f ound it dead by the V·:c:>.t erfall. He st.<:.rt ed to cc rry it out o~ 

the v~lley . Aft er he h.'.ld taken thr ee or f our st e~s, he S ell down f or it was a· very 
bi g a nd heavy deer . 

11 1 cannot. c1~ rry this deer, 11 he t hout;ht , "it is t oo heaV.J. I· will have t o 
have some help . 11 Tour To wo. cred how he coul d find someon e to hel p hill. He did· 
not think tha t anyone would be in the vv.lley . Ver y f ew poople ever went ther e . 
So Tour To su.t down on a big r .o ck t o think wh<: t he should do ,·· He- he<lrd somet hing, 
it sounded like s omeone singi n5 . Tour To wo. s ver y surpr ised . 11 'I'he song is very 
bec.utiful, ".he t houg\1t , •md he r e.n to the plB. ce where the s inging W<.: s coming fr om, 

There 1:v~s a pool in th e st r er.n . In the pool a beautiful girl wa s swimmin 
and a s she swa.T sh~ s<:.ng her spng . VJhen Tour To s<.1'/' her , he f ell in love . And he 
sa id, "Beautiful ~id.en , I h::ve just met you, but I l ove you and I want t o marry 
you . If you will hel p me c<:.. rry .a C:eer I hc.:v e shot , I will t r.ke you t o-my villag e 
and r:ia:rry you . 11 

The young ~or-.an l ooked '-' t Tour .. To . She- s .:i.w he wc.s very handsome and · 
strong . She s :i.id, 11 1~ you want to marry ne ,- e.nd if you want i:1e t o help you , you 
must first j ump into this pool and swin with LJ.e . 11 

· Tour To forgot he c ould :oot swim. All he thought of was this beautiful 
wom<J.n . So he .jur...ped into t he we.t or. The W2.t c;r wr~s very col d <:.nd very deep, 
dr owned immedia t ely . 11. s soon c::.s Tour To hl!d died , the beautiful eirl turned into 
the deer 'i'our To hu.d jtist shot .:.md it r [.'.n into the f or est c,gc.in . 

When the people in hi s vill age hear d .:.:. bout Tour To 1 s death , t hey· were 
sad . So they nuracd the va lley <'-nd the waterfall aft er the unlucky Tour To, .. 

Now tha.t you ha.y e read both storie s , can ;>•ou guess which stor y"r.::en like 
to tell , anc: which story wqmen like t o t .ell? \.Jhich stor y' do you believe? · 
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THE Tfl·2LE OF H.ESPECT 

The Tempie of T;1t · Phanom is th..:; l",ost 
one of the most iH1)ortant tGr.1ples in 
only l egend , so no one lm0ws how old 

i-i. . 

Ir.i;_)ortant 
Th::.iln.ncl . 
it r e<:,lly 

• 

Teraple in the Northeast , 
i-luch of th•~ story of this 

i s . 

Hundr eds of y oc.. rs ago , before; the r 'C:.: we r o any g r eat count.ries , each eity 
its own nation . Sometim.s s , one city would have c.~ powerful king , <.nd it would 

t: over three er four other cities . Sorac:tirnes none of tho citie s >fould be ?,bl e 
rule over any other . Often g ro _tYs· of citi es would work together . They would 
p protet:t each other · from enerrtl. <:;s , 2.nd they would sell things to each other . 

in this w;,;. y that the Ter:::?le of Tat ~)he.non wa s first begun . 

Once u;J_)On n: tir11e there wc:re f our kings . Thoir cities were near the _, 
ong Rive r . Som0tiwc s one:; king would be more powerful th<m the others , sor.:eti..'iles 

Jne was more ~:iowerful the.n any o'bher . The four kings car;J.e toget h8 r for a meeting . 

The King of Chenl~ue .t't'bmr:i.atc.t- sai d, 11hy city n eeds rice~ but we have many 
)roducts which we can tr~1de .for rice . 11 

The King of Kam Dang r epli ed, 11 1 h"~vc ric e, but cEm I trust you? Iv~ny 

your people tried to dest r oy my city. Ny people would be angry if -I 
sell rice to you . 11 

The King of .Jmitu. Sen agr eed with the h.ing bf :10.m Dang, 11i·ie must find a 
of showing all of our peopl e that · w0 a re frimds , and that we want them to be 

·~ndly t oo , what can we do? 11 

11 1 ha v0 a n idec.~ ," the Eing oi' Inta:::"<::.p ·:..rt I·;akor n sa i cl . "Let us build a 
l e. Eich person will build one fourth cf i-S . This Hil show our people that 

cr.n work together . If we ce.n work together , then our peo1)l e know thc.t they can 
fri endly with ea ch other . 11 

So they agr~e~ to m~ko a t emple showing their fri ondship . They l ooked 
r ffi'lny nonths for a· good p l ;:, ce to build their n ew t err:ple . And 2.fter a. \ihile they 

a rr.c:eting again . Thb Kinz of Int,:r apc:rt Ne .. korn said , 11 1 he .. ve found the oxact 
It is on top of .:i. small mountc,in . Let us a ll go and look c.:. t this place . 11 

The four kings went with ~the Ki.."lg of Inte.r ap<:.rt Nakorn to the MountD,,in 
No Parents ; f or that w<:s tho mountain 1 s nc:.ne (or i n The,i : Phu Katl Pr<'.1 ) , 

was covered with forests . The fo ur kings l ooked nt the mounto:.in and they saw 
~t it was suit<lbl e for their te.'TI:;::ile ; so t hey sa.id; 11It is agr eed . We will btµld 

templ e here . 11 • 

The King of Nanta Sen built the northern wall of the tomple because his 
ty rr~s to the north. The King of ChenlCJ.ue Pr ornr.ata t built the eastern wall because 
s city· Wa.s to the· east . Th~ King of Ink .. rap:nt rfakorn built· the southern wall 
r the sarne reason, c:.nd the King of Kc.:~m Dang , who built the west ern wall ; did so 

the same re<:; son . 
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The Templ e of Respect (continued) 2 . 

Their t ffiiJle l ooked like c1 cu.v e . vJhen i t Wi.J. S finished ec:i ch ki ng b rought 
lii.Q!l.Y J ewels <.ind <.:. lot of gal e. <...nd r,10ney t o put i nto their new templ e . Ev e ryone s:~id , 

n ~Jow we know we can work toge.th:: r, for we h:.we built the t w.pl e togeth er . Our -gifts 
will show th.:.~ t we can t rust each other 2.l so . 11 IJhm till t he gi f ts wer e brought ; the 
t em:;Jl e door wa s closed rn1d seL~le:d . The kings were -ver y hu.pj,)y llnd p r oud of their wor k 

B. ,, 
Buddhist s criptures t ell us tha t when the Buddhei. c~:led, the p riests took 

p i e ce s of his bones l!.nd carri Gd than throughout Asi a . Each .piece of bon e , called c. 
r elic , wa s put in a t eillj,)l e . Tho re.lie i:rc:ts· to reraind people in t ·hat h r ea of t heir 
f~ith in· the teachings of the Buddha . 

The Buddhist s criptures t ell us tha t one of t hese pri ests (Pra Maha 
[c.tsapa ) took t he breast bone of t he Huddh:~ with him t o ifortheast 8.rn Thc.ila nd . He 
w;:inted t o build a t em,Jl e in t his pc.rt of t he world which would be a g r eat center of 
Buddhism. i-~s this pri est wander t::d thrm;igh the i:Jortheast , he cane to the Mount a in 
v~hich Has ifo Pt.rents . He saw t he newly built t e.'ll,Jl e i;o t he friend ship of the four 
citfo s , and he thought , "This is the plc>. ce vJ.hc r e I will build my te:r.,:plo . These kinf,s 
o. r e Buddhist , and if they v.rill coop(;r ate t o build their own t emple , I know that t hey 
will also cooper ate to buil d my temple . 11 

So the priest went t o ea ch of the four ki.n.gs . He showed than hisrelic c.ncl 
he sai d , 11 1 hav e seen your t cw~Jle on the !fount a in \fuich He. s ffo P<t r onts . I want you 
t o help build my temiJl e the r e too . 11 Each of the kings wa s v.er y happy when he l e<J.rncc 
of the prie st 1 s plan, ~nd they a ll ~greed inmediat ely . 

They decided to build the t er.ipl e to hold t he r elic on top of their t enpl e 
of friendship . They built a t ower on top of their c<w like terri~ le , and i.11. t he 
middle of t heir tower t hey placed the r elic of t he BudcLha . 

Very s oon t he temple becmr'.e fc..mous throughout c.ll their citie s , and r.:iany 
:,::>eopl e came t o worship there . But the ter.1ple did not have a name , c.:..nd most peopl e 
thought it w-c::.s not good to c£!.ll i t the Ter::.pl e on the hountai.'1 Which Has lfo ?c;. rcnts . 
That sounded str ilnge . 

Aft er n while the people found c. neme for t. hc ternµle . Bocci.us e it was very 
hol y , many peo;ile cam e to pay their r espects there . \;h 8nthe:;y came , they prayed :in 
the Buddhist manr1er; and f irst they bowed t heir heads an.d fo l ded their h<..~n cl s (or 
in Thai : phanorn) . Gr adually, t he t emiJl e r e ceived the nu...rr1e , the Templ e of Respect, 
( or in Thc.i: Pru. t a t P'hcnorn) , becJ.use many peopl e prayed th er e . And i t wa s tha t n&.l:le 
until today . The t own in which the tern,:i l e i s i s <:~lso called by t he s.::i.me name, c::.nd 
the province is c.:'..lled the City of Respe ct ( or in Th<1i: Ha.kor n Ph2Jlor:t) . · 

But all of thL i s only l egend , for the r e is. no history .fr om the early 
times . ·Many y ears lD.t er peopl e begnn to write down the history of t he tem_,Jle, and 
so f or the building of the temple we hc.v e t o !:Jelieve t he st orie s ab~ut it. 
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THE BhOTHER. RETURNS 

In the Prov:iince of Korc.t there is c. f amous town·-nru"lfec:rnmr5:f : ··-·n1e -tanple 
b Pirw.i is one of the> L1ost bes.utiful in Tht.ile.nd . It wu. s bu.ii..lt by the Cambodi<J.ns 
before they built J.,_ngkor hc..t . The cr<J.ftsricn -v1ho built Prc:.sc..t Hinpin:i;;;.i , l c.:.t er built 
ll!lgkor ·1~;,t . But this is not the: story of how the tenple W<.L s built , it is the stor y 
of how Pim:;.i got its nc..r,1e . 

li. . 

One of the Ki ngs of Cc...r;:bodi:J. W'.J.s Suryc-.y...r D<.:.n II. His kingdon was very 
tig, und it included rn.uch of northec.st...;rn Th<~il{..nd . .- King Suryc:. w.:. rn;m ht:...d a son 
.''.Ll~d 'J;'ao Pr:.:..j c t . He we: s u. h.::.nd some yow115 Il1[in , <'J.nd h e W[·J1 te~ to find. c.. wi fe . 

One d.::.y Tt:...o Prc.~. jt:t sa id to his fa.ther , 11 1 2.L old enough to be :married . 
I wc.nt to t r c.vel throughout the king do. to find r:v wife . 11 His f a ther 2.g r eed with 
hir.:, c.nd T~o Pr:~j c:t ldt the p::ckce in the cr..pit e:.l of .mgkor Thor:t . He tpvelled for 
rrny months . 

'l' <.-'..O Prajd WLls v ury tired of tr<..:.velling , but he,.ha.d not y et f o t.m.g his 
· fo . Finally he cc.une t o t he pc.rt of his f:::.th er 1 s kingdom which is--now· in Th~il~1d . 

11 il. sr.nll vill.:.gc, called Swr.rit, he su.w <.m old wom:::.n . ·Tc.a Prajet saw th:~t the 
or< .• ~ w·a.s going to ha V l:! a be:. by . He thoU,ght, 11 She i s old, she will need help . Per ­

haps I cc:n become he; r serw-nt . 11 

Tc..o Pr ::.jet <.:.. skc;d , 11 vih,.t is your nG.me? 11 

11 I 01:: ~lleC. Grt~ndr.',other Bur_ , n the; old wo.rw.~n r eplied . 

Tu.a Prnjet did not wc.nt to tell :i.nyune lmo he . M~s , end so he sl'.id , 11 I am 
poor traveller ~ I do not h.:... ve :.11y Boney, but I 2.n strc.ng . If you l).eed soncone t Q 

c.it wood or t o t c.k G cr,r e of the ric~ pl.::!.nts for you, I c.:~n do it . 11 

11 Well, I could use · c.~ serwc.nt> Bu:. <:nswGrcd . So TD.o Pr:·jet c..greed to be 
"r servc~nt . He did not. tell c.nyone who he 1-r-.s . Eve:r.ronc thought he was a vc riJ 

r i;rm . 

B. 

When Bu.~ 1 s bC.:'.by w<..~ s · born J it wo..s ::. giri. She w;,~ s nD.med Or D.p in . Tao 
helped Bu~-- look a ft er the bt.'oy . He sk~y-..:d for riJ.ny ye:..rs ~~s BUB.·1 s servr_nt . 

·e w.:.s like c;. b r othc,r t o Or~pin. . i-1.nd beet. us e no on\;; knew his D <lD.e , they called hin1 
or br other . 

When Orapin bE: co..me c. young l "dy, she w.:::i.s Yery be:rntif~ .- All of ~he 
:mng :mer.·v.:c.u1ted t o m:.rry her. Tc.a Pr.~. j.3t C'.lso :fell in love with Orc..P.in . I:Ie wc..nte;d 

mrry her , but he l;:·.d t o· h.: va his f :.ther 1 s approvn.l ftrst . So Tu.a P~<~je~ l eft 
u:.'s house one dc:y . Be did not t oll ~nyone where he wc.s going or why he w<;. s going . 

Ki ng SuryRWlrI:iLln w2. s very gkd t o s ee his son <cgnin c.:.it e~ .r,nny yec-~rs : 
c tqo1,Jght tha t his son wa s de'-~d . T~w Pro. j et told his fo..ther how he hc..d tra velled 
o r..:.ny pkees in the kingdom -...;ithou.t findi n a wife . He toiO. hisfather· how he had 
en L:. s crvc..nt to Grand::iothd Bu.<:. f or v..D.ny yec.:;. rs . He tol d his f o.t her of BlJD. ' s 
~ught er , Or<..~pin . ;'.,nd then he said , 11 0rc.pin is very beautiful. I want to mrry her . 11 



• 

The Brother Returns ( contL'1u~d) 2. 

The King did r10t know wh:....t 'to do . He h.:.~d never seen Orapin . She w.:::s not 
the ~ dc.ughter of ·<: prince or <:.:. princess . But T· o Prnj et sa id he loved · only Orc.pL'1 . 
Fin2.lly , the king n_5reed , and h0 s:.id , "If you we.nt t o r:JLrry Or<.pin , ·we must tc:~kc 
some preserits to h~r . he will ~:11 go t o visit her in the t oliJn of Surnrit . ; a t.he 
king , the queen, T<...o Pr:.jet , .:md n:.ny re::lc.tiv e:s set out for Bu::.1 s house . 

c. 

\:he;-1 Tc..o Pr,'. j et l eft B\:.G. 1 s housG, Or::pin :·nd Bue. wer e very sc..d . They 
both loved hin ver y much . Bu:.. s;lid , 11 Pi would h" ve be;;en c-. good hu srr_nd for you , 
Orn.pin , but he is gone . 'Ve will h[.Vc t ·::> find L~nother CT.'.n to be your husocmd . 11 

One d:.<.y c... rn:.;.n nrn:.:cd Prorr:n:.t ud c.:11.:le to Bu._1. 1 s house . He w··, s c. 
:iJOWerflil m:..n . H0 sJ.id to Bu: .. , 11 You :.~re very poor , .... nd I <er;;. very rich . 
Or<'.'.p in, 3.nd I would like to r:u:;.r:ry her . n 

rich and 
I love 

Ore.pin did not l ove Prorni:i<.tud , but she ' greed to ocrry him bece..use he 
1-cs rich i.nd powerful . She w.o, s not hc:ppy, bec.:-.usc she l':lvcd only T<'.o Pra jet . Sor.iv 
ti~~s she vr.~ s so s~id she would" cry all night . 

D. 

Tao Prc.:. j et <:.nd his family trn·velled for sevcr<.l dews . .At i.~.st they cc.r.1c 
to B2.D Kong Rot.d , They stopped .:.nd c:~sl:ed s0me people , "How fc.'.r is ii:. to Bua 1 s 
houso? 11 

11 It is not very ·r c.r, 11 t h...,y .:..i.1swercd , 1~.nd t h.:m they sc.id, 11 why c.re you 
c:-. rrying .::11 of those p:.·. ck:.ges ?11 

rrr wc.nt to r.nrry Or:.1i.i~, 11 T .. o Pr :.je '.!nswer ed . 

!1Don 1 t you know th.:::.t Or<:~pin. is :.lready :cr·.rri od to .?r onB':'. tud . He is .:: 
rich ron , 11 t h<::: people s<~ id . 

Tno Pr.:jet w.::.s very s.-.d , :.'.nd his p ' r cmts w;:;ro very .'.:ngry . There W-~ s a 
sn~.11 river neo.r the rou.d, and th 'Y t hrew :-11 their gifts into t h river . Then 
T~.o Prajet said to -his p.::.rent's , 11 Ple.::, se return to your pa l.: ;. ce . I vr.>.nt to go t o 
the ·vilkge of Surr.rit t. lonc •11 

E. 

·when he c.:;_r.ie to the vilinge, he asked wh ere Pror.1!lv:~t ud 1 s house W2.s . The 
peopl e tol d hirti. They wonder ed who t hi s hcmdsome rrnn wc..s . The:.~ night he went to 
~he hoU.se : I t WC'.s ver y dtrk, <:..nd he ent ered the house· quietly . No one lmew t h<it h 
w~~s tht;re . He cQ.me to the bedroom where Prora,r~tud :\nd Orc:.pb . were slE:eping . Very 
c<'.r e.f,'ully, he opened t he door, and wer1 t t o t heir bed . Then he t ook out his knife 
;nd sta bbed Pror!JJD.t ud . 

Before Pro:ra:.Jc~ud died , · he shout ed, 11 1 am dying , help me! 11 



• 

The Brother Returns ( continued) 3 . 

This shout .'.'l.W.'.::~kened Orupin . She looked up c:.nd s2.w TLl.o Pru. jet. She se.id 
excitedly , "Hy br ot her h::.. s come be. ck t o me ( or in ThL'.i, Pi re lew.). How h:'..ppy I 
~ ·! to see y ou her e ! I h~ :ve n ever l oved thi s m.:~n , I '1c.d t o r.n.rry him beco. use he wr.s 
rich <..nd p owerful . 11 

T<lo Prc.j et beli eved Gr 2.p in . He s<.:.i d , "You do n ot know rJ.Y r eal nl'.me . I 
o:ITt Tao Pruj ct , King Sury2..w. .. rr.r n 1 s s on . For nuny yec.rs I wns your s ervant . ~/hen 
you becru..,e f'. youn.g woLJ.o.n , I f ell i n love with you . So I r eturned t o my f 3.th sr 1 s 
pakce to a sk hi I.1 if I could :rrnrry y ou . But i t i s r:. g r e<:..t distD.nce fron her e to 
ny fother 1 s p.::..l :'.. cc , and s o my j ourney t ook s ever '->.. l months . hhen I r eturned, you 
wero o.lready rorried . I w<: s very sad , .::md very c:.ngry . I W'<:.!.nt ed t o kill you . 
\thc!1 I •~ sked some peopl e wh er e you lived, they s aid you wer e very unhappy with your 
husband . Then I believed thu. t you loved me , .::md I l ove you . " 

Tc.o Prn. j et c::.nd Orapi n wen t t o Gr :.:..ndnother Bw . 1 s house . · She W<'. s very 
surprised to l enrn who Tao Pr2.jet w-c. s . Hhen s he heard t hc.t Tc.a Pc:.nchit wa.nt c:.'<i t o 
CT.:. r r y Orn.pi n , she a sked Orapin , "Do you we,nt t o L1iJ.rry T<:~o Pra j et? You c<!n only 
1r:.1rry hiIJ if you l ov e him. 11 

11 He i s the onl y man I h.::ve eve r l ov0d , Mot her . I want t o narry him very 
r.mch, 11 O.co.pin r eplied . 

;1nd so T.::.o Pr<:j ct !Tif~rritd Ore.pi n . They went to the city of .11.llgkor Thom, 
the ci:'.pite.l of Ki ng Surynva rm:m , c.:..11 d t hey lived happily eTer aft er. 

This s t ory is r er.1embered in two ncraes . The river whe r e .T2..o Pru. j et und 
his pc..rents thr ew th <::ir ~ifts is cc.lied, L.il:',prair.ie.d , which r.1elms , the p l a ce wher e 
T2.o Pru. j e'\. W..l s dis.::.ppointed . iilld the t own of Surnrit W2.s n.::i.med Pimalew. Todv.y it 
hi.'.s been shortened to Pi n:.i, but it still ae:.m s whc...t Or-2.p in sa i d thnt night , "Hy 
brother hL s come bo.ck t o ne . " 
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FOL1R FOOLISH EEN 

When Cc.nbodi.::. ruled this p,.rt of 'l'h(~ik.nd , t he t own of Song Eor n was very 
. It WL~s ver y powe:rful, e .. nd the i'rince of Song }~om ruled ~ny other towns 
o, One fanous prince w.~ s n<cmed Wor c.i.t cc . Wore.fa_. tried to be a good 'Buddhist , He · 

'tl not believe in fighting . He did 11ot like o.ndes . h.rr:'d .. ~ s 'killed peopl<:J, e::nd 
rata knew tho.t it was wrong t o kill. ne t ol d hi s people, 11 The Buddha teo. chcs us 

ot t o do evil. H0 teaches us not t o follow the ways of most people in the worl d, 
to JTu:;ke mcrit . 11 Prince Wor 2 .. t a decided th<~t he did not need t o hav e an a rrJy, c.nd 

"told ~.11 of his nssistents th:.:.t in his p?.rt of the c ountry, ther e would be no . I 
es . 

Wor n.ta h<:: d n very beautiful dc;.ughter n<:med Pen . l.'lhon she was still .:;_ 
'ttla girl, Wore.ta t a.ught her to be kind c:.nd .generous . When she gr ow up everyone 

ued that Pen wns not only u. be<:cutiful womnn, but o.. very good wor:u:~n too . 1.ifu.ny 
ung men W'<mted ·to rr.c.rry he r , but f our rnE:n especic1. lly wanted to m;__~rr·y Pen . They 
re vJorato. Is assist.::~nt s : Bung _, Wieng chook, Ko.rn , 2.nd Bual<'.l.EJPOO . 

When the four assistants dis cover ed that they o.11 wL..rit"ed to marry ·Pen, 
q bc;cane very <~ng ry, nnd t hey 2. rgucd for rr!i:'.Yly hours . Finally &:ng sa i d , u'l'here 
only one way t o solve our problem . ~fo ·must <~11 go to our t owns . When we get 

e.J.ch will r ni s c an nr 1cy from. hi s town . · Then we will n1t.rch our u.m.i es t o SO'ng 
The a-.;n "!hose .s.rmy def ~c:..ts all the others will take ?en . 

\iiengchook said , 11 But wha t if Worc..t <:. does not c:.g r ec? lr;hat if he does not 
mn who wi.ns? 11 

~u:;.lampoo r epli ed ,' 11 lt does not IBl'..tt er . for<ltG does not hc. ve an D. I'l!ly . 
he disagrees , then you cnn use your arr.ry t o ·tuke Pen . 11 

And so the four men went to their towns t o r a ise J.ri·t:ies , When they ha d 
<~ m;.:n came to Worata nnd t old hir:1, 110h , Prince, do you knew what your a ssis­

.ts a r e doing? They a r e building 2, rr.ri..es , und they ltr.i..11 return to Song Korn to 
The 1tr.i..nner will tc..ke Pen <.:nd E1arry her . 11 

~fuen Worc.~t ho.:.rd this he w<:s sad and frightened . He di d not hnve an nrmy. 
told fen whf:t wc:s hr..ppeniI1g . She s 2.id, 11 F~'.thor , we uust do something to show our 

'th . · Then the Buddhc:.. will _help us. ·~i-o to the temple and build a tower . It 
t be ten meters high c.nd on one side there. must be l'. doo r'. There must be no 

ndows c.nd only one door t o t .hG 'bower. But you must build it quickly because it 
--t be f il1iShed before the.; a rrnies con1e . ii • 

1~ithough he did not undcrstan.d everything Pon had sc.iQ.., Wor:?.t a thought 
s vm.s a good idea. . md he built the tower . When it wc~ s neLrly fini~hed, h'or c .. tC'. 
rd that the .'. :rr~1i es of his assist c.n ts were corning . Then he went t o Pen and said, 

.e tower is neo.rly fil'l;ished , ~<md th0 c..;rmies .::r e coning . Now wh2.t should I do? 11 . . . 
Pen r:eplied, 11 Put De i nto tho t ower ,' I will st<::.y there uritil I ~e . 11 

When vlor.-.~ta heard this, ho r efused . 1iYou· :..r e my "only chiid , 11 he said, 
lGt you dia . 
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Four Foolish Hen ( continued ) 2. 

"Father , I r.mst di e . \i~hcn I w• ~ s bori1 I did not v.r<mt t o bo o. bec.uti ful 
girl. I only w:.;.nted t o bi:: "-~ good girl. Eut I wc ~ s b e<mtiful too , anC. my bec.uty he~s 
br ought you ri1'..'..ny troubles . If I di e , t hen per hc·.ps your <..ssist ants will see how 
foolish they :.r e , L:.nd ·th.::y will not fight . Is it bett er . for me to die , or to l et 
ther.1 fight · ... nc. kill m:.n.y people? 11 

do. 
11 If 

¥o:r'r,ta wc:s very sc..d, but h0 .::.greed bec<~ust.. he lclew it wa s 
Before .fen went into th(:; t vwGr she put 0~1 '..'. ci.rt::s s of red silk, 

you think of me , n<~r:..e 'this t own, Nr~ng ?on . 11 

the best thing to 
r..nd she sc.i d , 

Soon the f our r;:2n and their u.rn i es a rrived c.t Song torn . They were <~11 
e:::.ger t o Tight , but onE: , L:irn , s1~id , 11 Lot 1 s fin.d Wore.. t a c.:nd ?en first, anc t el l t hem 
Wh':!-t our plans <'. re . 11 So they all went t o find Vioratc. ;~nd his daughter . 

\vhen they came t o V-ior a t n 1s p:-.1..c.co, they sc.~w the.the wc. s very &'-d . ll\;vny 
i.- r you sc.d? 11 th y e.sked . 

ur. 2.J:i Scd bec<'.US8 you WG.nt to fight . 1-i.11d i10W befor e you hG. Ve begun to 
fight , one person is dead c.lro<:•.dy. Cone with rae , 11 Vforctc.~ r eplied . He t ook ther.;. to 
th1::; t ower , n1d then he spoke ~~g.::.in , 11 If you open the door , you will be sad too , Per1 
is i n there . She is d~ad . She died b cce.use she thought that if you fo-wght f or her 
tho.t would be very evil . She died so th:. .. t you would not fight , and so th2.t you 
would not do evil . " 

But th e rJ.en did not beli0Ye Wor c..t n . They thought , 11 If Pen is in the tower, 
sho is still <dive . She is only 'hiding . " They Dc"..de Wor::t<~ . open th G door of the 
tower. 

~ihen the door W.:.!.s opened, they sr .. w the bec:.utiful Pen in her r ed dress 
lying ·dead on the floor . They wer -.:. ell very sctd . Bang sa i d , 11 Pen was right , we h~v, 
bt.:en very fool ish . Vforatn .. we <'. r e c.. sh<>.Eec!. for wh:.t we have done to you . C<m you 
f or give us?" 

The f our me:1 bocume good friends ~.g ,: in . ~hey quickly l ef t vforatc.. . They 
t ook their <:. rmi es b:.. ck t::i their t owns ; e:.nd then they told c:ll of t heir soldiers t o 
r eturn to thei'f· hones . They h:: d 10:·.r ned their lesson . 

Worat <.!. w:::. s v ery unht::.ppy f or nany nont hs. He loved Pen very much , but he 
knew sh e we.s right . Sh.: hc.d s ,.ved Song Ko:rn from. f our f oolish r.,en . If she had not 
died , t.here would hcc.ve been c.. wnr, <.md Gvcr.Ything would hc. ve boen destroyed . So 
~wr& t c.: decided t o m:r;1e ~ong Korn , bw.~ng Pen . 

Tod.: .. y t he town of Pen i s not ~~s ir.'ipor t ant E:.s i t was r2 .. ny yea rs ago . It is 
c:.. district of Udorn province . But if you go \. o M:.phur Pen you can st ill see t he 
tower built for Pen . It is in t he t cr:1pl·· , <::.nd it is surrounded with w:,.t or f illed 
with l otus0s . E.very y e<::.r in July, people· fror;:. ctll over Udorn hi.ve a festi val there 
in honor of the brav e c.nd unselfish ?en . 



Everyone likos to have good luck . But someti mes people f eel that only 
ple 'Wti o are alrcnd;sr lucky ever he~ ve goodluclc . . Some peopl e o..re lucky , and some 

:iple ::..ro un1uck<; . Unlucky peopl e n ever ht.~ve good lucL But here is '1 stor y thi1t 
.J..::.s you just the OViJosito . Here is L.. story c.bout 11 person who .W<!S v er y un lucky, 
it who had some very· good luck one time . 

A. 

Onc e upon a t ime ths re wc:..s n powerful Cambodian' prmc e who l ived in e. big 
No1·thea.stern Thgil~mc. . His city wcc.s very be:.i.utiful, and thousc_~nds of people 

i t . Ther e wer e fi.."10 buildings everywher e , be.:.~utiful temples c::.nd 111.D.ny 
Even the houses were .:.ell very new e.nd v0ry lc.r ge, excep t for· one house . 

In all of the city there wns only one, sm::ll , old, U€;ly house . It . bel onged 
:.. widow. The widov.r coulC:. not wor.k beco.use she Wi '.s old <:.nd crippled . People used 

her f ood u.nd money, but then one do..y th e Pl'.ince sr~id , "Old l ady , we want you 
your house t o ::.noth0r pla ce . he W-..lnt to· build cc new t'3Illple her e . 11 

The old Tudy r e:;Jli ed, 11 1 dumot r.i.ov c my house becnusc I have no money to 
·10 it, nor do I ha ve any mor e knd . " So she r efused to mov e her house . No one 

to give her money t o move her house , or some moro l u.nd t.o move it t o . 

help . 
~ build 

They be came very 2x.gry with her , u.nd they would not give her any more f ood 
They t hought, nshc will soon die . Then we can tea r down her ugl y ol d hous e 
our f ine temple on this l .... nd . 11 

B. 

The Prince hc:.d il vrcry be2.u.tiful daughter . And everyone wonder ed who she 
ill. marry . l'len f rom :mnny pr ovinces c<lme to ask her fc.. t her if they could rorry her . 
c Prince s.:cid , 11 0::'.lly . vt~ry handsome young m.:::.n ccn ever hl'.lrry my daught er . I will 
ose him ca r efully . I am going t o h<:we 2. pc.~rty to choose the Princess ' husband . 

eryone is in vi t eC. . 11 

Beneath the city in the ground WC!.s the kingdon, of ·the serpent s . The 
knew .:;,bout the bc£..utiful city of people cJ.bov~ them .. They wonder ed wh:.t 

·se: people were l ike . So they oft en sent serponts up to the city . The serpents 
<:.me people <.~nd waL1<ed a roun.d in the st r eet s . Then t hey r 8t urned into the ground 
·tol d the other serpent s wh.::.t t hey had seen . 

One day a serpent crune ro ck ~nd said to tne k ing of t he ser pents , "The 
of the Prince is ver:y bec:.utiful. '1he Prince wants he r to have c'.l. husbcmd . 
htmdsome :rne.n will be chosen to be her husrenC. nt a pa.rt y to be given next 

When t he son of the kir.g of the serp·ents heard thi s, he thought, "I will 
the most hc'.l.ndsome young mccn ih the wor ld, and then I will m<l r!'Y 



pal c.;. ce . 
ch~ose . 
not · come 
her . 

• 

c. 

On the n i ght of the Prince 1 s party , everyone . pre)c:r ed to com'8 to the 
Even those who were marri~ cum;;; , they Hant ed to see who the Prince'-would 
Only one person di d not come , she w<..s t he crippled ol d widow. She could 
bec.'.l.use she eould not come becc:.:.use she could not walk l~nd no one would help 

Even the young serpent WP.s coming . Vlhon he got ncc.r the city he saw many 
young men going t o t he pnlcce . He thought , 11 I must do somethi ng , or I will be the 
l o.st one t her e , and the 1.lrince will h<'.ve chosen f>'.)r:leone else . 11 Then he ch;~nged 
hinself into a handsome while s quirr el. He knew thnt c. squirrel could run- faster 
than men could V!-alk . He thought t hat if he ch<mged himsel f into c. squirrel , he· 
would get t o the -palJ!ce fi r s t . 

The princess looked out of her w:indow. She saw c:. bis white squirrel 
running .:. l ong the wall of t he pal<:~ce . She said to her mai d , 11 1 w-c.nt t hc.t squirrel. 
Tell a gua r d to shoot i t wit h ~~n <wr ow. Then bring i t to me . 11 

<:;. curse: 
So the guard shot the squirrel , but befo r e i t di ed t he serpent whisper ed 

Whoever eat s w~· meat tonight 
Will dio befor e the dawn 1 s in sight; 
Ane!. a ll the houses in his town 
Will by that time have f<:.llen do.wn . 

The guo.rd br ought the dec..d squir.rel t o the princess . She sa i d , 11 Yes , it 
is very bec:.:.utiful . Take it to the cook <.:.ncl tdl hiir. to ro2.st it . We will eat it 
at the supper ton i ght . " 

D. 

By thi s t ime many of the young men h::.d come . Eve ryone W(:S very c:xcited . 
1,t lust the ?r ince c:ncl his d0,ught er enter ed the dining roofa . Bef ore the meal bogan, 
the princess said , "Toni ght , one of th e guards shot a whi te squirrel. We ha-.re cookec 
its meat. Because the squirrel is very srr.<...11 , you must only ec:..t a little bit . The.'1 
everyon e will have a p i e ce . 11 

They began to eat the squirr el , but ns a person took D. piece of the mec:,t , 
there was still more me<.t on the pkte tci be eaten . Tho squirr el was t he most 
delicious thing they had ever tast ed . No one ate anything but the squirrel tha~ 
night , f or the mec.:. t never r an out . 

llen.nwhile, outside it beg:.i.n to r uin. It rained very ha r d f or m--:ny hours 
while inside t hey were eating the squirr el' s strange meat . Soon the water was pour­
i ng into t he pll.12.ce , l~nd ever yone drowned . It h~ppened so quickly th<lt n o one could 
s ave himself. _The wat er dest royed e veryt hing: _palace , houses , st or es , and even the 
ternples . By dawn the entire ci t;y wt.cs unde r a l c.:.ke of wc.ter ..• except for one house . 
B.:; cc.us e she h<.!.d not c~t en the squirrel. 1 s meat , the widow di d not d i e . Her home was 
not ruined . The knd '-' r ound her home became 1m isl['.nd in t he middle of a huge lake. 



e i;i dow 1 s Luck continued 3. 

E. 

lv.ia ny people still believe this s t or y . Jind they can show you the lake 
prove t heir story. Only, th er e is n ,)roblem: the story is told about two lakes 
tho Northeast . The people of Sakal N ukorn tell it a bout Harn. Lo.ke , and the 

:in Roi- Et t ell it <lbout Pa lanchc:.i Lo.ke . &.ch of these lakes has a slll8.ll 
:in it . And ea ch of these provinces w·...:.s ruled lJy the Cambodians for :rrcny 
But the story could only happen i.'1 ono pla ce. Which 'J lace do you think it 



• 

TE~ ~vOhAN W.l-!O SiSED KOR.AT 

Jf you go to Karat , you will see a statue of a woman in front ~f the olq 
ty wall. The statue is Tao SlU'anaree , and she i s one of Thai],,9.nd 1· s greatest, 

Here is the story of how she defeated. tJle .. 4 .o.tia:n! .. ah!zy'-. .a:Qd-~d:.~at . -

A~eut one huncil;'ed and fifty years .ago th E: 'l'hais wer e then enemies of- th~ 
otians • . The Kin,g of Laos , Anuwong, brought his a rmy in.to no:rtheastern 'I'hailand . 

'.Phanongklao of Thailand wa s not ready t o fight, and so the Laotians conquered 
'st' of the Northeast. 

In Korat the people were very worried . Their governor had gone to Bangkok 
the king . There were no leaders to defend their town . The people asked each 
11\iihat will we do? How can we fight the Laotians? ·;;Je have no army . 11 

~;hen King Anuwong came to Kor&.t, the people did not fight agai...'1.st him. 
ey hoped he would be kind to them . The Laotid.ns did. not hurt the people of Kor at 

ecause they wanted them to be captives . They wc;.nted to tak~ them to Laos . Laos 
eded people to work in the fields and in the tovms . oo Ki ng 1muwong decided he 
uld not kill pe"'ple, he would take them back to Laos . 

The captives were very sad, i.hey did not want to leave Korat and they. did 
to go to Laos . They walked very slowly and they said , "We must stop . We 

e very tired . We are not us ed to walking . 11 So the Laotian army did not go very 
first day . 

One of t he captives, a woman named No , was very clever. She had an idea . 
to the gener al Gf the Laotian <:.nny, "It is evening n ow and everyone is 
\Je must soon stop for the nii:;ht , let us stop her e . Then we can cook food 

But we do not have a.ny kpive:;; and we must have some to prepare the food." 

The W.otian general was very hungry , so he told his soldiers to give their 
to the women . Then the captives began to prepare food . No had another idea , 

d she said to the women , "First, we must give the Laotian soldiers seme liqU.c:mr. 
twill make them drunk and sleepy . Then we will feed them. 11 · 

Aft er they had eaten , the Laotian soldiers fell asleep . Then Mo ~aid to 
l;e women, "Take your lq:ives and give some of them to the men . Now we can figh~ , 

d the Laot:i,ens can.not defeat us; they a r e drunk a.nd &sleep ,, and they do not have 
y weapons." ao the women took their cookix1g knives, which the Laotians had given 

and they gave sane of them to the men . 

At midnight rfo led the captives to the Laotian army . She Sal.id, 11 It is 
they cqnnot see us . Now let us fight with than . 11 The Thais quickly 
the 1'3.otian ar my, and they retwned to Ko rat . 'The Laotians had tti1 retwn 

without any captives . 

wnen ho and her army came to Karat everyone was 
captives told everyone of No 1 s plan , and of her bra very . 
ill Bangkok hea rd of Ho 1 s bravery . He W'<l.S very impressed, 
rn1lllle , t he Br<;i.ve Woman (or in Thai : Tao Suxanaree) . 

surprised QJ.'l.d h&ppy; the 
~oon even King Phan~ngklao 
and he gave her a new 

When the famous Tao Suranaree died, the people of Korat wanted t o remem­
ber her. They decided t o buil d a statue of her, and they als ci named a s~h<llol 9,ft er 
thei r great est heroine . 



• 

The Hm:iter and the C7~lden Swan ( continuetj_) 
2 . 

Today, if you go to Ghaiyaphum, you cc:.n see the statue of the swa,n . It 
is by the pond called t he Pond of' ihe Golden Swans . !'Jear 1;.he statue is a clear, 
deep well. Tradition says t he well is· Fhere the .swan was buried; to<J#y it i~ h d y . 

•": 

~· ... 
..., 

... 

.... . ., 



THE H:SD i-f1J"IJ OF TEE BUDDH.1-1. 

]3efore people had pi.:.per t o writ e on , they 1'{rot1.3 on stones or bricks . 
~ometimes , if they wan-\. ed _ heir wri ti..rig to .12.st, t hey would write on the walls of 
cc;.ves . lmd the writings c.:nd p ii:> tures foun.d in cc.ves today c'.lre often very old . In 
t he country of' FrD.nce ther e a r e sor,1e dr.::.wi.1gs of de'er c.md othe r ~:n:ii:lals thc'.l t a r e 
over four thousand years old • . 

ll . 
_ I n Th<·.ilcmd, top , hundreds of years ago , peopl e wrote on . the walls of 

caves . They wrote religious st or ies . I n KGra t there is the Red ~attle _.av e (or in 
Tha i : Tam Ngua Dang) . In this cave t here a r e r,1any pi ctures telling the story of the 
god , EsuD.J1. In Burir~P.i t hee is th e Gold~n Duck G2. ve (or in The..i : Tc.n Phed Thong) . 
The pictures and writings on the w2.ll c:if this ~ave tell t.he story wf the ancestors· 
of the Ca!i.1bodian kings . 

One of t he n:os.._ f:l.m~us caves in t.he Nor.t h east Is in Kll.lasin . This cc.ve 
i s cr.lled the Hand l'irib:ng C;,.ve . On the ceil ing of the c~~ve there is a big .r ed 
hand painted . 'i'his is .<:... r eli gious painting; it i s supposed to be t.he ·hand of the 
Buddhc. . 

B. 

'l'he villag ers -who live ne2. r the c~v~ t. ell t his s"i. or y of how t.he Hand came 
to be pc:.int ed in t he ca ve: 

One_tirrle t.he)3uddha passed through this ix1rt of the world . He came to 
\his mount a in l &te in t.h~ d0y,- un~ he decided to r est ther e -i.hat night.. He looked 
for .J. place t.o s l eep , and .he found_ t11e c<::v e . oo.the Budah2. slept in l. he ~ave c..11 
night. long . The next day he we.cs very the:.nkful f Qr this pfa <;:_e he haq found t o resl. 
in . He decid ed t.o lec..ve something in the ca ve . • 

Nec:.rby h e found sorrle r ed soi l which he r::ude int o r ed pa int . hnd before 
~.e left the. <lrea) he paint ed a hc;.nd on the ceiling of the ~ave . The hand looked . - . ": 

like the BuddJ1c:c 1 s hand , onl y it w.:is r~erw t. ir,es bigger . 

~ . 

haybe you do not beli eve t.his story . 1-..rcheol ogists · say ~he hand Was 
p<1.int.ed a bout one thousand years ago . That ~e2.ns the C~bodie.ns r:mst h.:t ve pc.int ed 
it there v1hen _.t hey ruled this pe.. r t of t he country . But if you go to -"ihe Hand 
riting Ca ve; and if you t alk "io a villLger, he would disag;r-ee • . 

Th~ _vi:)J_ .. ;ger wo1.i.id say; 11 How does the a. r~heologi st 'know? 
.:ere. <C.11· hi_s life? But everyone who has lived here .knows t he:. t the 

He ha s not lived 
Buddhb. painted - ... ~ 

;~e ha.nd hin'.self . Our p<... r.;ints told us . 1.nd our grc.ndparents told our pa rents • 11 

Y s story has , ther efore, become a l egend , c:nd ev e..YJ. if i t i s not true , the people 
iving near the Hand Writing ~ave believe this story . 

Toda.y you can see the H£o..nd Writ-ing Cc:ve if you go t o hc.. JJ:; sin . It is a 
cry hol y place , and r.1eny people go to worship the Budd..1.a t here . And that is why 
'le !fond we.s put t here in the first pLce -- for worsh ip . ;;o i t do es not me.tter 
·ho r.1ade th e pa inti..rie; , but it does m.::tter t hGt the hund wa s pa inted to rerr,ind people 
f their belief in t,e Buddha and his tea chings . 



• 

·The Hoon River i l ows ·fror;;. l~or<.:.t to U ol a-rip thc::n into the ·IelJ1ong . It 
is the biggest river· in the ifo:rthe~cst . · lforc .is ;.:. story peop:le a~l ·over Thc.iknd 
tell c.bout h w this riv~r - u.s IL:...de . 

Thousands of years ago , t l11:.ffG w0rt: no men in this pc:rt of the world . L'1 
f a ct moqt of Tl1<~iJ.znd wl.s c. big 30& . Two s0rpen ts li v<::d in t his sea . They wer e so 
big t hat en. ell one li vcd in anc h<.,lf of the s·en . In the northern pa rt lived the 
serpmt nmaed Pintc-.- yonak- Wclti . In tho sout-hern pc.rt liv8d '\.lrn serpent Thana.- m.oon . 

. . "' 

Be c.;. Us e the s crp0Ilts w,::rc so big, th\:>y vier:.; a lw-c..ys hungry . They decided 
to work together to find food . .1 ~~h~n one of t her,.. found soL!e forod , he would give half 
to the other serpent', 

One day t. very big clcplKmt fell into the fout hem p2-rt of the sea . It 
could not swilli, a nd so it soon died . · · Thane.- uoon four..d the elephant , c:u1d he took it 
to Pint2.- yon2..k- wati . 11 Here i en 0lcphan · I 11[:.ve. just cc:.ught . It is very bit; so 
we will have lots of' food to eat today . We will not be hungry . 11 

The next day a porcupin ~ wc:. s drinking w-.~t er, and it fell im:.o the sea and 
died . Pinta- yonak- wat. i found the porcupi.ric . J, ccording t o their agr eement , he gc.ve 
half of the anim:::.l to Tl1an~~ -moon . But ho porcupine: is :~ sr.n..'.!.ll c.:..ni.mal , and it hc.s 
r.1any quills . Th"e quills er.in Lot bG eatc , so" boforc he took thE:: porcupine to Thnn,c .. -
r.ioon , Pintc.- yonak- wati took the quills off the por cupine . 

vlhch Th<m::i.:-nio·on hc.d e2.t"t:n his pc.:rt of the little porcupin•e , h; Wl.< S still 
very htmgry . He ·sllw. tht: qtills a nd thought, 11 Pint<.:- yom:k- w<:t i h'as not given lne 
hL'.lf . -H e is 1<eep'ing· some· r.iore fer hir:J.Self . " ' Than~-rnoon beca1c very angr a tl he 
beg: n." to fight ,, wi t h Pinte..- yonak- wo.ti . • 

Soon mc..:zy fi s'.1 c.nd anir:-~'lls could not sle~p , nor could they drink the 11mt8r 
fro5 the sea . The· two s erpont b 1cr e fighti.~g a ll of t he tir.l · . The fish and the 
othe r ani.mais asked t he god; Indr-. , t o b~lp- t heu . They s&id , "Indra, you nust mP..ke 
the serpents stop fighting . If t hey do not s't op , ··re will all die . 11 

Indra c<!.we to the sea . He snid to· 'the s 0rpents, "You must s top fighti.r1g . 
You must leave this sea . Pinta- yonc..k- wati, you must go to the northwest . mh<.'.na­
moon , you must go to• th0 sputheast •11 

'/hen Pi tcr- y-onak- wat i l eft t he sec. , hrs g:re t body left a 1!1'..'Tk on the 
ear t h . That nark bc:caHc· t he Ping f,i ver. When 1.'hz.ne.- moo l eft t he sea his bo~l l eft 
another rn<...rk on t.he e~.rth . His mrk bec<.!.nc the Loon River . Even t oday these ri v c:;rs 
are named <:'.fter the s·erpent s . If yau go to northern The .. iland, you will 'see the 
?ing River . hnd if you go to no r t .least ern Thailf.!.nd, ·you will see the Hoon Hi var . 

· .. , . 
• 



• 

Ov._;r throe hunC.r ed y :-;;r,rs c:i.go , Thc..ilc.nd and LL~o s were enemies. The Thc:.i 
king , Juckl'.ph<:t. (or in 'l'h;~i : ?rc'cnY '. h<..juckc.ph:;:.t), wc .. s unhappy . He lmew that when the 
;;.roics fought, :rr.o.ny peopl0 suffered . He knew th: .. t the Thn.i people did not W-2.nt 
vmr . He de cided t o n~ke pcG Cc with t he King of L::.os . 

One d·"-Y Ju~kc.ph~~t wrote to Ckiy(~. chett. t.. , 1.h0 h.i ng of Laos . He s .. id , 
"hy pe~ple u.nd your pGopL: r..rc tired of w~r . They h<~ve suffered for a l ong time . 
Now we should .'Lg r ec to be friendly anC. to help our own people . If you c.gr ee , ld 
us build t wo ~hedis to ·show our c.gr ee12ent . 11 

.. 
Ch,~iyc. ~hotta wc:s ~~lso tired of fighting , c .. ncl when he re~ ei v ed King Juck­

aphd 1 s l ett er, he WL'..s very h:.•ppy . He miswered , 11 1 will be gl."' .. d t o be your friend . 11 

border of 
fri0nds . 

. 
Then King Juckaph:.t tol d his people , 11 We must build two chedis on t.he 
Th:· .. il~nd ·'.lnd h:.os . The chudis will show that our .:ountri e s <.L re good 
One chedi will be for Le.as , e .. nd t he other Chedi will st<lnd f or Thailand . 11 

The peopl e a sked where t hey should build the chedis , ~nd a fter much dis-
. cussion t hey "decided to bui~d them in D nsai distric of Loey . ; o tod['..y if ou go 
to D;:nsai , you \:rm see t.hese t.wo old chedis . They .... r in t.he Temple of t he Two 
.Loves ( or in Thai : ·v~c.t. ~risongr:'.k) . They ,_re very ol d , but hey t ell everyone tht'.t 
'i.'hllilL ,d 2.11.d L:~ os <ir e friends , and foe... t t hey wr~nt to help ec: ch other . 

,. 

•: .. ~ 



THE LOST PRINCE 

Long , long r.go , but i'~ftcr t he 'fht'..i )00pl e h2. d l eft southern Chin ... , th3rc 
wc..s ~ Th~:i pr ix1ce in Sri sakd . He 1-J, .s very strong c..nd b r c..ve . The p eople in his 
town suid, 11 Prince B< •. ntud is the gr .x:.t est huntc:?:' in the whol e country. Ever y d&y 
he goes i nto the · fo r est to liu:nt <nirv··.ls, <.end every day h .3 kills ncny fi erce <~nd 
terriol e· becsts . 11 Be:c:.:.us<.3 h.::; w~.s such ~.._ good hunter , he soon knew eve.:ry p· .rt in 

c .• ~· ,. 
t he forest . He could not get· l ost . If he ~ntc;;d [', tiger, he know just wh3re to 
find one in the f orest. If hG wc:.nL:cl :~ deer, Prince B:-.ntud knew wperc n.11 the deer 
lived ._ 

Prince Bc·.ntud got tired of hunting in the for est he Y-...new s o \veil . He 
was proud of his skill .:;. s ::. hunter, c-nd h -3 sn id 11When you know the forest , then you 
do not need any skill t o catch &nin:..ls . 11. He w."'.s very snd, .< ~nd he_ would _ not hunt . 

. . 
The peop 0 wer e worried> they loved their prince . On.,; dny a nn.n CG.me "\o 

the t own ~.:.nd st.oid, 111 know of o.. forest Prince B::.'.ntud ha s never s een . It ha s l ots 
of (.'nl mn.ls . 11 

·• 
Prince B.:..ntud ~: s v'er y ha ppy hnd deci ded t o go to this n ew f or est . He 

took his soldiers with hin, nnd they went to the forest which "'1"C,s on u molIDt ain . 
Thay h.::d j u st come 'to the darkest p.'.lrt of t he f or est whm Princ-e Bc .. n t ud s.::..w o. deer . 
It W['.s ec.t ing grass, c:.nd everyone·· ~lgreed t hut it w£'. s t hG most be:aut iful deer th·oy". 
had ever s een . Prince !l~.ntua t hought, · !II would like/t o h.:: .;:,.e this deer for rn;yselr'. 11 

Ho sD.id to hiss ldiers; ill W<.>nt to kill the deer . You wiil"all . t a ke the pa.th to .. 
the left . I i.idll go t o the right .:.-.nd chc. s e t he deer until it cone s to you. Then 
we can kill it ec. sily . 11 

Princ e Ban-!;ud w...s v ery excited . He rG.n <:.fter t he deer . He thought , 
"When I rstum with this deer, GVeryon..; in t he c: ount.ry will know of my f .:.r.1e . 11 But 
t h deer S2.W t he prince o.nd i t r •. n f ..... rther :.:..nd f:' r t her into the f or es"\. <~w<~y from 
the soldiers of Prin ce Bc.:ntud : :=:oon "hhe prircc e was l ost .:md could not find his 
wny out of thG for 8st . He hc.d forgotten thc.~t he did 10t know the pu.t hs in this 
forest . He sat dovm , hb w.;. s l ost , u 1d he h<.d not killed t he deer . 

I1' ec.mwhil e , Prince B<:~ntud ' s soldier s wero wc.it i ng for him. One said, 
";;J..most f our hours hnve g one by, >lne:re is our Prine .:::? Is he l ost? m·~ s some wild 
an:i..m.'.:'.l killed hiu?" No one lmow the Lnsw0rs, so they decided to l ook for Prin~ e 
Bc.ntud. ~oon night C21Tte ~.:..rid t hey h<. .. d not seen him, even though they had been all 
through the forest . 

~o t he soldi0rs retµ.rned to the pale.... Ge . They SQ.id to the people, "The 
Prince is lost , we h:c ve tried to find hir:l, but we do not know our wny in t he 
forest . Tor:rorrow everyone must come with us t o hel p us find ~ he Prince . 11 Bcc.J.use 
everyo11e l ov ed Prince Bc.:.ntud, they ilgr eed . For ranny days o. fter t hci.. t everyone l ooked 
for t he lost prince, but he w<:. s never seen again. 

'Bhe people werl~ very sad , they loved their y rinc e v ery much . They de.~ided 

t.o n:.: .. me the f or est, BE~ntud For \::st, c.nd the IiiOunt .;iin, 1~1ount &mtud . ' You ~w'1 see t he 
f orest and t he mo1.ll1tu.in in Srisclcet privin ce . Their nc~1cs he.ve not been changed 
since Prince .&mt ud disc.pp ,nr ed m<:..ny ;enturies <:..go . And until tod:.:.y, no on e h<ls 
ever seen Prince &.ntud ~~gc..in . Don 't you wonder wh<~t ht.!.ppened. to him, c .. nd why he 
diso.ppeu.red? . 
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YAV.iA A.ND Tf- E POOR h.11.N 

Once upon a time in t he Province of Roi- rX; :·tfiere-·i-ras· a man-·named Yariia . 
He was the mayor of his town . Yama hc::.d 11 beautiful w,Lfe named Nuan- che.n , but he vms 
even more proud of' his beautiful daughter , Chc.ntra . f.:iany young ,men wanted to marry 
her , but Yama wohld not let her mc.rry them . He ~mnt ed her to marry a very_ good · young 
WLn . 

At this time the1.and ne~r Yaraa 1s town W'dS covered with ~rass . The people 
raised horses in the fields . Ye.ma r aised, some horses too . One day he went to the 
city of Roi - Et , and saw the horse r a ces in Ro i - Et . Yama thought , "Horse r a ces 2.re 
very exciting . I think the peopl~ in my town would like to have a race track . 11 

So Yam8, r eturned to his town and built t he ra. ce track . hany people came 
to watch the races there . If Yama liked to wat ch horse races, he liked to win th em 
even more . Ye.ma had the best horse in the town_, He ~ailed it Loi-lorn . It was a 
very fast horse , and no other horse could defeat it in t he races . 

Soon ev eryone in the pr8vince has heard of Yama 1 s borse, Loi-lorn . And 
mayors from many other to;ms brought their horses to race ag~inst Loi- lorn . .But Loi­
lom always won the races ; and all of the pe"ple were discouraged . They liked to 
~in teo , but they a l ways lost . Finally, no one woultj bring their horses t o race 
~,g<!inst Loi- lorn . 

Now Yo.rm was very sad . He would not speak to his f riends . He was cruel 
~Q his wife and daughter . One d<..y Nuan- c:han asked him, 11 Ya.mc. , -whe.t is the matter? 
>1hy are you so angry? " 

" :No one will race 2~gr.inst Loi- lorn, 11 he J'.'.epli ed . 

Nuan-chan did not lm<'W whc.:t to d~ . Several days l<>..ter, Chantra crune to 
her mother and sa id, "None of the y~un.g men will ever ask to l'il rry me , they are e.ll 
dra:id of Fat her . 11 Nuan- chc..:.11 had :m id<Ja . 8he wont to find Yan1.01. . 

~ 

;;he said , 11 Yarna , everyone is afrc:..ic', of you . No one comes t <1. visit us 
anymore . Charit .ra and I are lonely. I h2.ve an i dea how you. c&'1 ra ce. Loi....J.orri and 
be he.ppy . 11 80 she told him he r i dea . 

Tho ·next day Ye.ma" sent l etters t.,_ al l parts~ of the pr11vince . The letters 
said: 11 Yama will. ·race his horse ag·· inst c....ny m::i.n 1 s horse . If Ye.ma 1 s horse is de­
!eat2tl, he will give~ his daught er t"' the winner . 'l'he men wht> want to r a ce against 
Lt1i-lom may be rich or poer, young o old, but they must b~ bacllelors . 11 Ye.ma thought, 
10nly rich ·' m"'~ ~all ,. he.ve e:wugh mon~y to uvm good h-:Jrses, and· onl y y.mng men will 
iiant to r ci. cc to win ~h2.ntra , so I will find a fine husband for Chandra . 11 

The god , Indra , had been thinking for a long time . 11 Yama is e. very fool­
:sh and proud man . I mus t tea~h him a lesson ." So Indra Ghanged imself into a 

n. He became a very pordr man , and he found an old tired horse . Then he went to 
.rm 1 s town and told ev eryone, 11 1 have come to race against Loi- lorn . I want to 
•rry Chantra • 11 

Yarna thought this rmn must be cra.zy . He said, 11Your horse is very old , 
·t cannot run anymore, I will not ra~e Loi- lorn be cause your horse is not a good one . 11 
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Y:c.ma and t he Poor I.fan (continued) 2. 

But t he peo~1le sai d , 11 Y"rri<\ , 
against any bachelor anG. hi0 horse . 11 

you must r a ce Loi- lom. You me.de a promise 
So Yc..ir2. L'.gr eed to race his hor so t he next 

Su. t urdc.y. . . 

Everybo y kn ew t hc:. t there W2.s t,;oing t o be ;.:, race . iilld hundreds of peopl e 
came t o t he r a ce trD. ck . They o..11 e;qected to see Loi - lom win, even t hough they di d 
not like Yc-ima . l o one thought th[~t t he p oor rnan c..nd his old horse could win . 

'vJhen the r a ce began , Loi-lom _ad run a r ., und half of the tr<:1, ck befor e the 
old horse h&, d even begun . But the:i. somet hing str<:~nge het~Ypened . Loi- lom stopped 
running! He a t e some g r2.ss , and s l owly WCl lJ.:ed tow~rd the f ini sh line . Ifoanwhile 
t ie old horse walkec: a s f ast c..s it could . Tm mE:t ers from the finish lin~, t he old 
!J.orse passed · Loi-lam and won t he r a Ge . Yar.i.:i. was f urious! ,, ~ 

Yama sc.id t o himself , 11 He is a poor nan . He is not suitabl e to marry my 
daught er . II c:o Yam.a broke his pr dmise and sai d thi~t tho -poor me.n could not ha ve 
~hantra . 

~ Indra "Wa s very angry . Suddenly, the poor ni&n was cha nged into the ·god, 
Indra. , again . Indra sai d , 

llQp en pit , deep e,nd ·wi de , 
Let proud Yanu f a ll i nside . 11 

At t hat moment t he g r ound beneat h Yarn.u. o~ened int. o n g r e<.tt pit . 
pit . It was so deep that n o one ~ould see to t he bottom of it . 
people r an away be cause they wer e c.;, fraid . And LJ.dr c:, _ _returned to 

Yama fell into the 
All of the other 
the _heavens . 

When Nuan- chan ··a...nd Chantr a he.:.;,rd D.bout. this , they went to see the ,-Pit . 
It WC:~ S so big and ·so deep t hc',t they coulc~ "no t see Y.:.tHB c..;,nywher e . They ·sa t • n _ t.he 
of t he pit and began to cry . Their t ee.rs fell cmm into the pit , <.:.nd gra,~u:i.lly it 
was fi lled wit h them;· The pit hc..d become a l ake, t l:e water M,, s Nuan-;.chan 1 s and 
Ch2.ntr2. 1 s· t ears . -

The people n<:-r:ted the new lc.:.ke , Yarn~ Lo.ke , <.mC: t.hat is i ts name until 
tod<ly . They ci, lso named their t o'wn , Ya.n:> ,"·aft er their f oolish mc..yor . Yaw.: 1 2.ke is 
still ver y i mportant. The G:.;, ernment ha s . improv ed it , c..nd now t he farmers in t hat 
£.. r e use its v.ro.ter for irrigation . It is a very. be<1utiful kke , and nrmy people .. 
gu there for p icnics c:nd to play g<::..'lles . F· .ybe some day yo'u will g o "i. o Yama Lake . 
\~hen you a r e ther e, will you r einer11ber Ya.ma 1 s ra ce c.gainst t he P.~or ms.n? · 

•.' 

,, 

., -
\. . 
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·frthi\i THEh.E IS i'lO li.Al I 

Farmers need lots of rainto grow their r ice . But sometimes the r ain does 
ot. come . Then the farmers have a drought . If they ce..nnot get rain, their crops 

die • . ·· In the Northeo. st tberc are mc.:.ny di fferent traditions for making the rain 
eJ!ie, Here are four of them . 

A. 

The Bong Fai Festivl!.l is held every yoc;.r, in most pa rts .,f t he Jortheast . 
tis 1.1. Cc:..mb"' dian fcstivc:.l ; and the people ha.v .a ce lebrat ec: it ever since they were 
tled by the Carr.bodian·kings . People in centrc.:l huiland do not have this f estival. 

vJhen the rai ny season hc..s bugun, on a certain dn.;r peo.tJle from several 
~llu.ges will come to one w&t for th eir fes i val. This festival i s held in h.,nor 
:the rain god, Tan . :t::veryone wears bright costumes . The women ,Ju~ on traditioniil 
a ... i and Northeast ern dan c es . The men are busy with t.he~r bong fai , or bamboo rocket s . 

· Evs.ry vilhge will ·h&ve at leas~ onG rocket . 1md the rocket will be built 
the people in the vil r ge . You cannot go t " G. store to b·cy a rocket, lf'~u mus t.. 
~€ it . First., some men go out into the forest to find a bi<S bunboo tree . Af r 
is ~ut they will dry i t. in the sm . The b: mboo must. be very strong, r.nd it musi. 

thick stalk . Second, while he bc.J:J.boo i s drying , the m:.n wil l make the 
.cket pCJwdcr . Titis powder is like the powder used in guns . It gives the energy 

the rocket which pushes ·i t up ·int o the sky . Third , when the bamboo is dry , the 
.will decor~te it wit h bright, colored p~per . ~ometimes t heir rocket s look like 
•5ons , or uven j-et pl"-nes . Fourth , the p1Jwder is put c<.:. r efully into the rocket ., 
- the men ·cc.rry the rock et to the wat. It ta}~e s mi.:hy men to ca r!"J one rocket because 
~ro ckets Lro often over four meters long . 

At the wat the peo?le m,_,et to l uok a "h the r ockets. They try t • guess whi h 
cket will be the best . Before the rcc~~ et s a re shot into the sky, there :fs' a cer 
j• <-•t the wc::. t.. Therocke"\. s &re cc:.rrie<l. e.. round t he wc.t three time s . ,l;ome peopl e 

'IT'J t he priests, sor:i.e people bei:t on drums , othe rs dance, and others carry the 
kct s. 

Then the rockets b.re shot int.er the air.. If they go very high , the rc::..iri. 
·, Tan, w:Hl be pleased; but if t hey do not GO very high, Tan will be &.ngry and 
·re will be no r a in that ye<:.r . 

B. 

The s econ t '!'adition is one t hing people do when th8:re isv no re.in . • ome 
? e believe t hat drough~ s· are caused .. by the King Cobr n . · This snake only- ht:. tches 
eggs in dry -~;e<.:.ther . When it does not r l!.in, people believe tha t the Cobr.:i. has 

e the raL~s stop so t hat its eggs wi ll hat ch . The snake must. be killed. ~efore 
ns will begin. 

To kill t he snu.ke , mi.!.ny men must work toget ·er.- ·· One man gets a f o.st 
~e . He rides through the fields l ooking for the snu.ke Lmd its eggs . When he 
s the eggs, he · tc.~ltes one of t hem "from the Bnake 1 s nest . At the same t i.file other 
are buildiflg a big fire . In t he m d.dl e f their fire is a big pot of ooiliI1g 

;;r . hben the .m2.n on t he horse has stol en t he egg, he rides his horse to the fire . 
Cobra follows him be cause it wants to get its egg back . This man rides his 
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When There is No Rain (continue 1 ) 2. 

horse by the fire and throws the snc~kc 1 s e5g i...'1.to thepot . 
it jurrip's into the fire to get its egg , and it i s kill0d . 

When the snake sees this , 
Then t he r u ins w.ill begin , 

c. 

The third trad i tion come :> f rom the Province of l~alasin , but other people 
in other pr ovin ce s h<:ve similar traditions . ... 

In E<'.. l asi n there is <· very holy s t a tue of the B_uC.dna . It is in Vh1t Kl[~J1g 

J\i.nmg . This Buddha is named Ong Dan, because i t is bl c.: ck . Once, many years c::.;;50 , 
there w<. s no rain ; the people did not .know what to do . They went to a priest and 
he told t hem., "If you will ca rry Ong D<:.m a round the streets of t he city, the rain 
will come . ii • 

So today·, when ther e is no r a i n, :r.12ny people c01r,e to \,Jc.•.t Klang hu....mg . 
Th3y t alk with the priests, und they ask t llei,1 for .J.c1.v i ce . The:-1 they ca rry On-g Dam 
<~ rotmd t he ..:ity of Ka l asin . The p eople believe tru-.t when. Ong Dar,i is ca rri ed. a round 

'·· the c~ty , t he r~ins will begin • 
• 

D. 

The fourth t rn.di ti.on comes f r om the provtnce of~ Cha iyaphum . Ha:iy years 
ago in ::.. smc.11 vill~ge th er e lived <:. young mc:.n named Si<mg Bua . He was very sad 
because ther e wa s no r ccin; o.nd he kllew · thl'.t t he rice would soon di e . But Sia ng Bua 
was clever , .:.md he ·~ skod himself, 11 \iJheo. t must we do to :m:~ke 'the r:ain begin? 11 

But they 
cl ver . 
village 
pr ay to 

He could not (.mswer this question, so he asked mci.ny people in his village . 
did not know t he WJ.swer either~. b~ c<._:-use t hey Wt:re p oor 2.nd they were not 
~o S:tv.ng ua said, rt I must find tho answer myself • 11 Qne c.ay he went to .the 

headma:nts house. Simi.g Bm. sai d, 11 \.Je need r a i n , but;. none he. s cQllle . Wc,r,1\..st 
the god : vie must ask him for r <.lin . 11 

The village heD.dman believed ~iang Bu&. . He cc..ll ed a ll of the peopl e 
t. ogot her , and ho t<ald t.!iem, '' We r.mst pray to th~. god for rai...'1. . Sia:ng Bua beli eves 
if we do not pray , all of our crops w:Lll Llie , cc<ld o~r fo.rili l i es v-.rill s t a rve • 11 • ;I'he 
men t ri eG. to sec Si dlg BU:. in the i::rowdJ but he <v<:..s not, the re:;,. So they began to 
pray . 

Suddenly, ;:;iang Bw c..ppeo.r ed . He was c2.r ry:L'1g u big basket . I n his 
b:.•sket he hE.d u f a t cat . The :t:ieople wore arnazeq, t hey looked u.t ~it:~ng. Bua. . "lvhat. 
.:;. r e you 'tloing?J1 they nsh:ed , 11 we i.l. r e p r a;y':i_ri.g 1.:Jece..use you told,. us to , but you a r e 
:;_:ilaying with a cat'. 11 

:;tiang-&ua was· not worried, h <= . said , 11 i f you want r a in , some of you must. 
follow me , and the r est of you must r eturn t o your homes . He will come to ea ch 
house, when we come bring c:, cup "'f w;:;.t er out of t he hous e nr;d pour it on · t he cat . n 

Siang Bua and · sor.10 uf the . men walked a round to er:. ch house . One person 
from ea ch hous e poured a cup of .water on t. he cat . Soon the rains b egan . 



.. 
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'len Ther e is No Rain continued 3. 

Now when ther e i s no r a i n during the r a iny season , people in many villages 
r~peat this tr.;1clit i on . They call it the C2.t Pc.r <.cde (or in Thai: Hae Nang Mew) . 

You qan see t hat c..ll of these trc..ditions use mo.gic . When the drought 
cor.ies , and ther e is no r ain, th e people believe the:~t they have to us e magic to make 
:.'1e rains begin again . If hey a r e successful, the r ains will come , ~heir crops 
rill grow, 1.1nd they' wi.P. ho. ve enough f~ od t o eat for an other year . 

I• 
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THREE BUDDHAS FROi-1 LAOS 

LOng ngo t he King of L~os h<\d three bee;. utiful duught ers . E• ch of his 
dnJJght ers loved her fc.ther ver y nuch , c...nd t hey decided to ix•.ke somet hing f or t.heir 
fdher . &..ch daught er' nt:.de ::. st c...tuc of the Buddh~ . ThG str,.tue s were very b e<'.u,­
tiful and for mnny ye2.rs people frora .:.:.ll over Luos ci:mc t o Vicntiene· to see t he 
st2.tues . 

Many yec.rs kt er t he King of Lc..o s bc cG.i1 e the enemy of the Ki ng of 
ThailLmd . .A w2..r wc:. s fought , ~~nd t he Thc.i king won . \Vhen t.he Thc.i· king went to 
Vicnt i ene , he saw" t he t hr ee stc.t ues . They wer e so bc<l.utiful that he decided t o 
t<lke t h era with him to Thc.:.iland . 

:;o he put 
Then he pu't them in 
one bo[lt wc.>..s sunk . 
not lost, they wer e 

t he statues in ox cnrts nnd t ook them t o the Mehkong River . 
boats . As they wer e cros.sing the river, n r 2.instorm c~me e:.:id 
The st at ue in it W'<.ls also lost . But the other two st.ntucs wer e 
tc.~kcnto Nongl<'..hni whe r e they were kept f or llk"..ny years . 

\!hen hongku~ becwne t he King of Th<•ilc..nd , he w.:~nted t o bring the l.wo 
st2.tues to· Bc..ngkok . ::; o he sent hisservants t o .lJongkhc.:.i t o take t h e st ntues . .ll.gc.in 
th e: sta tues wer e lo<:. ded in ox ca rts , and the l ong journey f r on Nongkhn.i t.o B<.:.ngkok 
tegan .· They had not l eft the toW!1 ·of Nongkhc..i bef ore one ox cc.rt broke , It 1 s 
st ·ct ue f ell t o the ground. . The p eople would not 10t · <:'..nyone put th e statu e i nt o 
c:nother ct.rt; they said, 11 Pr n sLl.i does not W'c..nt to go to B<~ngkok; h e hild br oken the 
ox c;·:-t by n rairo. cle been use he w~.nts t o st<:>..y in Nongkhe.i , 11 

Th E: king rs s erve.nts did not know wh:.it t o do . 
bring both st,..'!.tue s t o R.ngkok , but they only h2.d one . 
the story ~ When he; he(J.rd it, l'-'i.ongkut decided to l eo.v e 
ifongkhai . Nongkut <:>.g r eed th'- t ?msc: i did wc.:nt t o sto.y 

The king h<..d t ol d th.em to 
Th ey decided to tell Eongkut 
th0 stc:i,tue nnr.i.ed Pra sa i in 
in Nongkhai. 

So only one stc.. t uc is in Br..ngkok now . It is n<.l.ElE:d .?rD. sern . The sto:tue 
which f ell into the· hckhong rtivcr w.:.\ s n:H.,ed Pr<~ suk ; it is st.ill in the river be cc.~use 
no one c·ould every find it . i .. nd Pr.:.~ sai is still i.11 Nongkhc:i. You ctm soe this 
famous st<"ttuE: in the Tempk of the Po Tr0e ( or in Thai : \v:-:t Po) in Nongkhr.i. 1'1e.ny 
people believe thc...t Pru. sci ha s stro,, ge powers . They believe th.'.'.t it can rnake the 
rein f all, or b~ep th e r e.in f r on f l'..lling . 
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THE TEMPIE OF I-J.;JJY ,JtCHITECTS 

Most t empl es <'. r e built by on e c. rchitect . He m:;-.k es a plP.n of whc: t the 
temple will look like , ~md t hen the bu ilder s st D. rt t o make it . But c. t euple -in 
Ubol • ha s two a r chit ects, <!nd 0.s G. r esult it i s v er.1 differ ent from <~ny o.the r.: teyple 
in ·the · country . 

Ono of Thc...i l1'.rrl 1 s :r.aost f :i.nou s priest s w.:i. s n<cmro Pronoone . He knew tho.:t 
t he Thai peopl e w~nt ed to show t heir belief in Buddhism •. On e w~y t o do - this W2. s 
t o build t empl e s . In Profloon e ' s time t her e wo. s g r ec.. t competition in building 
t emples . The winner , tl'le man who built t he raost benutiful ter.i.ple , would receive 
~prize from t he king . 

One time Promoone went t o Ubol. \1he i ho wa s t here , h e h2.d a <;lr erun . In 
his ·dre<-'Jn ~ priest sa id, 11 I know you wnnt t o build n t e.'11.iJl e in this town . The 
t enple must be built on t he banks of t he oon River . " Then Pro:raoon e woke ~p and 
his dremn "W'u s over . The next r.iornirtg he t ook ·~ bo:::.t end went up "'.!.nd down t he 
river until he f ound t hG lend f or hi s t empl e . 

Promoon e wonder ed who. t would be t he bast design f or t he t emple . He 
de cided to build c: teri:pl e ·in t he Cnmbodien s tyle be cQus e r.e.ny centurie s c.go t he Ce.r..r-
bodi<.:~ns d ruled ove r t his p:-:rt of t he crnmtry. The builders began t o work , but 
when they were c. bout half don e , t he '-"rchitect died . The pl .:l.n f or the ta:iple wo. s 
gone . , · 

No on e know whc.t t o do . They hc:.d t o find .:i. new <~rchit ect . Their next 
~rchitect wu s ~ Ger m::!.n . He ha d his own ideLs of how t ew.ples should be blJilt , Qnd so 
t he pc.rt of the t er:;.ple he pl <'.nned l ooks like a Gerri.:.~n church . Fin- lly, a Tha i 
roof wc..: s added t o the building- , At l o. st Pr omoon ' s templ e WQ S finished, put ·it 
wa s n ow-very differ e.11t f rolll. any other t ar.pl in Th.:~ilci1d . St ;Lll, it wc:. s v_ery 
becutiful. 

If ;'uu go to Ubol . toqay you cc.n see Pr Oiaoon e : s tcn1pl e . It i s n~cd the 
hell Built Temple ( or i n 'r11ai : Wc,t SupC'.t cn:t r arn ) :L11 honor of its a rchitects . 
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THE F,J.~OUS Tf'J!.E OF LL!OHK/.EN 

If you go t o the fa•.ihT::.y St--:. ion i n iillonk;:;.en , you will see e. big l og with 
t he nJ.r;;e of the city ca rved i ll o it . This loe: shows you wh.:J. t t he n<':.me r.i.ec:.n s , but 
do you know how Khonk en got its nm.ae? 

Over two hundred yenrs ;'.go 1-vhen t he NortheP.st wc .. s s"i.ill ruled by the King 
of I.Los , : .. ~ r:1<1.n naned · I\unlu:.~ng w<..s t he Prince of Suw.:i.nn:·pun . His wife wc.. s Ch<:mtrn . 
;·1hen they h <'.d been m.:.rried for sevcr::i..l Y8clrs , they h<l d e, son , Pif1muc~ng : Pi rum.ic:.ng ~ 
:rc..s very he.l:dsori1e , a nd everyone t hought he wc.s c. fine young rn:: .. n . ~ilhen he wc:.s · 
:1e~.rly an <:.dult , rrE.ny p.::. r a"'l. t s w;-nt od t i n to r:JJ.rry t heir dnught e r s . Pi<'~m.uc. ng did not 
lmow 1 ow "i. o ~hoose c:. wife , so he s o. id ·to hi s pc.rents_, "Will you choose DY Vlrife? I 
0I.: c.fr c.:id I ca nnot cboe s e wli-ely • 11 

Kunl<.~ng 1:.:.nd Cb~ntro. .::.gr eed t o d.o ~his . They l ooked f or c:. ver y fine young 
wora: n to be Pi2..r:rnang 1 s wif"t.: ; one dry the Prine e sa id to hi s son ,v 11 \rfo 'will be v ery 
?lea sed if you mc.rry OUD, ~r:J.d ec . 11 Pic.:i;.:.uc.~ng snw h:_ t she wc, s v e ry b enutiful ,' .:.nd he 
gl.1dly '--greed . -Pi- ·Duc.,n{{ mid Ow:u:r<rdee ·live in. Suwnnn<. ,_ f or sev er a l y c:ws . ·· 
F'in<·.lly, the Prince c.md Princess ·s D. i d , 11 ; uvKcrmr .. pum i s t oo sn<-ll f or 2.ll the ·pcop10· 
i ving l ~rc . \tJhy don ' t you b.:;gi n c new city, Pic.:muc..ng ? You cetn t D.ke some people 

;1ith y0u . u ~ 

B. 

So Pii.~1.·,ur . .ng <.nd Ourac:.r'-1dc.e l uft Suwc.nn::..pur:1 o begin t heir new city, a nd 
'.bout four hundred p eople went wit h them. Thc:.y finc..lly cc'.ll:.10 t o the l i t t l e t own of 

r,c..i;; . In the cen t er of t he t o-vm w..:. s c. nuge t ,x->nnrind t rue . It w...:. s ne:::.rl y dead . 
PL:r.nm.ng thought , "It is foolish t o lc.:. .v e th,. t dying tree thure , its wood m.<cy b e 
w1luL.. ble . 11 He s aid t o c.. vilillg...:r, 11 Wby C.o you l eiWe this l og her c? n 

The vill<.>.gcr r eplied , "Fiv e yG<'.. rs .. go this 'ig tLl.LJ.lti.i.rind true died . Bif.. 
::. wise man t old us it would bvcor:,._: .:.·.live <~gttin . h·ho.11 it b e cor:e s n.livo ~-~gain , our 
village will h2 ve soi:i.e g 1)odluck . Just t h i s y e;. .. r it h~'.s bc~of.le <'.live c:,gr.in . Ev ;ry 
week it h•!s r_:or0 ci .. nd noor l oc.ves . 11 

Pic..mmng w.::~s i npr ussed , t.nd he t h0t.1f; .. 1t , 11 Perh,tps this tree i s holy . It 
should not be dostroyed . 11 Pi<.<r.tuc..ng ~i.n d his peopl e built c.. ch edi to pr et e d t he holy 
\r ee . ~ihen thi s K~ s coupleted l.hcy decided thc.~t K::~i;. WLs su~h <.:. nice lit tle t own 
'C1t t hey v-mnt ed to liTe in i t . Sor,1e of the p<.;;ople sc:id, 11 It h<:.s v ery fertile 

:'ields, we will <:..11 becor..t:: rich here . " ~o th-y built t heir n ow homE..s in K-m. 

c. 

1ibout this tiI:J.e King TaLsin d ef ec::.t ed the King of 1r'.os <;.nd all of t he 
:·or t henst bec~~me p;...rt of Tht:'.ik..nd . h.:1!ly of the prince s of the koti an king decided 
to send presents t o ~b e Th<.~i king . I n hi s vill<\go , Pfo,-nus.ng convinced t he peopl e 
~h.:..t t hey 1rmst be loyt.ll t o t heir new ki ngs . They do~ided to send present s t o t he 
:h.:i king t 00 • 

When Rana I beco.rae King of Thi ... ilu1d , he r emember ed the loyr~ lty of Pi G-
:cu· .. ng c~nd t he people i n the vill.:..g 0 of I\:;.1~" The Iang scdd , UBccc..use of your l oy;;lty, 
.Ji;~mu:~ng , I will l12£.k c you ~ governor . 1-illG. your littl e vill.::.ge will become ~he 
C<!.pi t.."'..l of c;.. new p rovin ce . 



• 

• 
The FD.lilous Tree of Khonk.:i.en (conti nued ) , 2. 

n. 

For rri.:.ny y~::.,r s the f ;->.r:.ous Pi._\ !ur_ng .11,d tho be:, utiful OUIJL:radee ruled the 
·town of K;.TJ . I3ut one d~·y .: r;k'..~n c<'I.1~ to t hcr\ ;:l1d S''. id , 11 Gov~rnor , our 'tt:.J:1lililrind 

r ee i s dying . 11 

Pi<.:rnu[_ng W-- s very s.:::.d . He thought , 11 liy own life is now lil\e r:c t of t ho 
t.:-~tni.rind t r ee . ~Jhcn it di Gs , I think I will di e too . 11 Fi·K~lly , the tree di ed; 
ruld very s oon ~'.fl. er U:~.t, Pi •·J:iuc..ng di ed t oo . 

By t his t ine K::J,, 1-r. .s .'~. bi g t own, t ho people deci ded it needed <: new n::.r::c . 
The r .... os t. irnport<'Jlt· thing c: bout the t ov.'11 vn~s its f<~r:1ous tree . The peopl e so.id, 11 0ur 
t.own 1 s power is like 'the st r e:ngt h of Cl iree . n. is Very gr eat • 11 So. they m.:.Ded 
i>h.Jir· t ovm, the H:: rd Log ( or in Th ... ~i: Kh_.on K.:ten) . 

Toda.y Khonk.'.'.cr: is 2. big city . It is no l ong,:;r like ,_he qui et v;ill.c"'.ge in 
which Pi~ r.i.uo.ng lived . TrD..ins , buse:: s , c.nd pl(T,i.:s c.11 corae to rJi.onkae:n bJ~(.use it 
is the c.:.'.pitc.l of nort hc<..st -o rn Th~.iL~nd . The power of \ he d ty is now much gr eater 
t hc.r· the st r engt h of t he 1.- .i::.r .. rind tre·e . 

" 
• 

or . 

.. 
.• 



.. 

:'..:.~ '·· . --- . 

Hc ve you ev en b <> en t o :,· ni:.. ~c r ·:wichc:i? It i s '-'- distr:_ct of h:.h.: sa r .::..khc..m 
Provinc e . K:.nt~ 1. rlcWichni is .:~ b e... •<J..l' til little tow,:. ,m tn.e r~ cd ·t0 Ei ck.sin . It 
~;:. s some f2.mous statues of- the Buddha . 'L:h0< peopl1;... of i~ · .CJ.t<J.ri..i.w±..::i:Li tell thi8 story 
bout t. ese holy stat ues . ' .. • .. • A.. . . 

Hundreds of yec.trs c.go , the !Jorthe · st, w~ s ruled by the Combodi2.n kings . 
?his w<,s before tn e "fh~~± people cQJne here . K.c..rrt~.rc...wich2.i vn·.s , ... very rtc.nt towh 
in those days : •It hc:.d <:..' rul "" J.Jrince :.md princess . One of the p rinces w~s n<:..r.red 
?hr.:nong Phrc.ftumman . He cmd his wife h.id -<.~ 5"on nw.ned 'I' :-:. o Singh Toh • .-

T:.:.o Singh Toh w~~ s u. i r"L:Gl young m..'.n . 
d u.id. of · their son . They t h'O'ught he would be 
ir .nt hir.J to be~ne t he princ e '. wl-1e:1 t hey died . 

.. • 
The pri.."l c e .J.nd the p rinces s were 

l• very b~d prir1ce . They diet n,ot • • 

When T~ : o Sir!gh Toh h e<:rd \h~:.t hi s p ,. r ents did no.t li..l(e ·him; he w<:s ver y 
gry . One · d<:y he order ed some solai -ers to C''-Pt ure his .f11ther :>.nd put him in j"Qil. 

~- e soldiers obeyed Tc.a Singh Toh bec<'.us-e they were <..t loo c:-, f J:'tcid of h:tm~ ~ t he -· -· .. 
?rince of !(,.ntnr c:.wicb:... ::... vns put in the j ~ .il. 

•• 
Then Tao Singh Toh sc:.id , " low, I a,~ the Prince of K.:,nt <..'.. r <.:.wi chr"i.. The old 

ince ,'' my f~ "t:her , ·liets been put m J<.:.il bE!c u. use he wc.s very evi l." But th~~- people 
id riot b.elie.ve hiJ,i;- be~.lcs'e t hey lmew the Prince w:' s good . ~-<1 • irfgh .Toh -1·r.::hte.d • ·" 
is fdher to die/bt1t he w-c:..s ·a.frt., id to ki ll hiJn. !;<1 i1e ·s2.id , , 11 1· wi:rl not g'i'lfe h.iY-; 
"J.Y Lod , -c.nci ther. if he die·s :, it will not be my f c.' ult . • I will not let e:nyon e, 

my moth er , visit hill , so no 01,~ cc:n br i 11g him f ood . 11 • 

Hh E!L the Princess \•isitE!d her hush:.:.nd .in bie j<.~ il , she b~ought hi m· food . 
o Singh TQh lea rned' tfrr..:.t ~is mother 1.r:-.s b!"inging food 1·:it 1'1 her . So he sc.id , "You 
nnot visit the Pr~nce for thir y d~' ti . 11 • 

• • : .' ~ · ~ ~ • & • • • · -

The Pr -inde -hh.ew t hc:. t h e would soon die be c!r."J.s e h hc.;..d no fo.od to ec:i:t. He· 
his son to him and said , 11 Sr..ion , I rill die , <::.nd y~u w"l'll b t he Prince of 

t .;.r 2wich,". i . ~ut everyt hing th:-: t you d:::i will becor::e evil . 11 1,,,nd t hree dl...ys le~ t er 
··Princ e died . ·_:.. ' "' 

• 
B. • 

T" o ~ingh Toh w:.i.s very happy . He w-..... s ·th~ PrL."1.c e now " But he 1..rr:. s still 
:gry a t his mother , so he ordered the soldiers t o kill her . They hLtd t o o·oey hir:i. 
· use he wc:,s the Prim:~. 

Everything t ha~ Tao ~ingh Toh did , t~ned to evil, j ust J S his fC'.ther h2.d 
ed him. He tried very hard t o do go• d things, tut everything he did wo.s ruined . 

; people in .L:..nta r awic;h:>.i l L.ugi ed c.t their ? rinc e . They s.s.id , 110ur P:!'irlc e m::y be 
11erful , ·~:mt ne is f '-lolish . He cLnnot do <..~nything righ~. n 

This mde Tc...o Singh Toh <-s h<.'JTI.ed of himself . He WL' s ve ry s orry th2. t he h<cd 
en so cruel to his pa r ents . He wondered who~~ he could do thc:.t would be go..id . 



The Three Bl:ddb,. s in Kc.nkrc...wichG.i (continued) 2. 
.. · - .. 

Finully, he sent for <~r. ~.strolo::;-::=1· . The c.:strologer told T<J.o Singh 'roh , 
"You have been very evil, .rnd you L.re being punished . Yol.l mus t build two stEttues 
of the BuddhL.. . Orie will · e for your .c<-.ther, .... nd ' the other -1-vi~l ·oe for your r:-1~ther . 
The 'i.wo st.::.t ues stould be very ber.u.tifu2. , L'.i1d t ile,,· should be built in differen-) 
plo. ~es . Hhen you build t liese s t a t ues , you ':~_11 show t h2-t you l ove your pc.:ren ts, a::i&l 
y ur ffVil will go ::wJ.y. 

· Tao i9ingh 'l'on beli eved tte 2.s t rclog er, dld he built the t wo st<.:tues very 
~;.ref.ully . He wan-t;.ed to be s ure i:,hc..t t hey wer e very bea~::...ful . . The st c:..t ue Tao 
,;ing h oh built for his f c:.t her is fo the ~enter of the tov-.rn . i-.nd ~he :St"-~ue: he 
built for his noth~r is on ~he edge ,,.f t he ~ ovm , 

. . 
St ill TLo sirigh Toh W< \s not hc.ppy 1 for he knew t ilc:, t h.e hC:.d been very,~ e~;!J .. __ 

He t old his ~Jeople that ·when he died, ~heY, should ury him _in the .{ores"i whi~h ~t.~ 
f.: r from t he t mm . Over his g r c.ve he c.sked ther.: t o lmi::!..d 2.not~rnr st<tt ue of the 
Buddhc::. . 1Jhe:1 he di.ed , 'Lhe pe0ple buried hir.. ·in th fores t , ~::.nd t hey built ~ statue 
o:: c_·. re~lining Bud.dh.::. ov0r his grc_· v~ . Todf.y the forest is ca.lled Pon Phro I~on, 
which nec..ns .. , he _F~re~t oi ~he Reclining Buddhe.. . 

~. 

This story . :~(.:p:pened m< .. ny yee.rs ago , and if you go to Kantarawi ~hni today , 
you '9Cl.n still s ee . l.h ._ ~w s~anding Buddbo.s . One i s in tl'le cent er of the ,t~~ ' n.nd 
it is under c. litl.le pavilion . H is very holy, <.:.nd m<my people worship it evet'Y 
year . The other Buddho.. is on t he ;clge of the t own . ~OU ;iQg ht not see it be ce..use a 
bi g ~ree is g rowing up c: roun~ t ~ e st.::..tu·e • . _ • 

But t he s t .:it ue of t11c re t"lining Budd l10.. in t he for Gst is lost . i ome people 
so.y it . is made of gold . But no one i.vill try to -find :.t , be ~~use the peopl~ believe 
th~.t it h;..:. s o. curse upon i-.~ The people bE..lic':'e th~t .the spirit of Tno Singh Toh 
still lives in the t, rci.ve . The spirit i s very evil , just illrn the Prince w.::t s so rlmy 
yeo.. r s. ago . If :nyone sees t na st~~l.uc in t he forest , theJ wi.11 di e ~n. the . same day 
bee<: use . of the evil spirit. . . . . 

• 9o the st <.:. t Lle i s 'lost; sor;etines people try to find it . c5n1:y- <.!. few _ye.'.l.rs _ , 
c:,go t hree or four Den f'rora B.cmgkok went int o the forest to :iI1d t he sta t ue . That 
evening they re'.W'!l ed , c.nd hey s":.id , lll.r.Je he:. ve found t he s °i<-',t uc of the r eclining 
Buddha . I t is ~'ll.:-.de of gol d . '.J e will t d:e you t o s ee i t tomorrow . " But before t hey 
could take 211yone there , t ney :•.11 died . . . . . .. 

• 

• • • 
• • 

• .. • 

• 
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TEE L.1'ill O? 'I'HE Tq .E?H.hl\JTS 

The Province of Surin is fc.i:;.ous for it s e:lephirt-rs-; ·- -:uJ;··ror 'hui.-i'dr 8ds- oT- ·· · 
yte.rs there were many eleph.:.nts in Thc::\ikr.d . 'l'od27 there ::~ re only a f ew, and i:;.ost 
of theL a re· in Sur in . 

1-t 0 

Hany yec1.r c; c;.go , elephc.:.nt s wen: very c01;.m1on i n Thail;~nd . The el eph2.nts 
w r G used i n i,v<:..rs , and t hey wor e us<?d t o c2' r r y logs from t he forests to t he tmms . 
'"'.le fkg of Ynv.iland u sed t o h<.; ve c.. whit'-' el ephant on it . 

But t od1::y rechines cc>.n do t he work of eLiphm1ts , and so in Th2.il and th0re 
~re not many el ephants . Sometimes t hey still ce.rry logs f ror.i t he f or ests, but t ho;:,r 
do not fight i ri w-c: rs anymor.e, and t he r e is no e lephc.mt on the Tha i fl.:::~g . Only in 
one pbce a. re ther e many elephant s today, that is in the provinc e of Surin. 

B. 

. I n Surin the r e is 2. g r oup of people cr-lled Sue.y . . Thc-se people came fr01:i 
the Crnbodian p eople who lived in Surin hundreds of y ears .~go . In the .vill<:~ges of 
:.rapo and J or.:pra t he sue.y people still us e their elephant s to e£;rn t l:;!eir livi_ng . 
~he elaphants carry log s, e.nd t hey 2.lso plow the rice fields like we.tor buffc.lo. 

Todc.y t he governnent protect s el ephan,ts . They ce.nnot be killed or caught . 
:he governnent is t rying to p r eserve the 0lephant s so _t h<~t they will not c:.11 di e . 
"vr:;ry y ec. r in. .Surin the Suc:.y p eople have an ·elephc'.lilt .f estival. This f estival . i s t o 
;~ow other p eople how wild el ephLnts us ed t o be c<lught, how t hey wer e trained~ and 
·· Lt they could do . Mc:ny p;:;op l e from all over Th<~ilc.,nd , an.d from r.iany countri es as 
iell , cone ·to see the el ephmit fcstivc..l i n Surin . 

c. 

I n Surin there is .:: strange r~ountc::.in . Sor,.1e peopl e say that it. looks like 
·:1wan, the th r ee- headed mythic<-;l e l '<;phcnt . Th0y say it re.'lli nds peopl e how important 

leph<lnts a r e t o Surin . .But ot her people disagree; her e .is their story of why this 
un tE.:.in is her e . 

Many ~undreds of years <:.go i n t he forest n nr Surin ther e lived 2. man with 
is rife . The :man t hought his wif e rmst be a ·wit ch be cause she quarrelled with hir:i 
ver y day . She wc.s <.i. lvvays t elling h i ni, -" l"ow, you do this, 11 or "Now , you do thc..t . 11 

d she a lways sa id he wa s the l a zi est man 2.live . 

Tha peer rna;-i taught , 11 Unless I can· get _rid of_ Li;y wife , I sh<lll go r.';:d . n 
1t no natter how hcS. !"d he tried , he could not find a way to get rid of hi s wife . 
inn.lly, he decided. he would marry ugain , and he t old his wife , 11 I an t h:ed of you 

ling i:te wha t t o do . I t>ri tir ed of lis t ening to your voic e , so I llJ'll going to 
".. :rry another woman . She will be kind Rnd beautiful, c.;.nd she will nd!.t <lhiays say 

al.t I am lazy • 11 

Hi s wif e did not believe him. She thought, 11He is so 1 <2. zy t hat he will 
~ver l eave his home . 11 



• 

Tne Land of the Elephants (continued) 2 . 

But one d<.!.Y the mB.n d2.d l e2:ve 112.s hoL·~;:; , c.nd he went to find a new wife . 
He thought , "Ey old wife will follow r_:,-:; , sh:.; will never let i112 :rn<:.rry ago.in . Psr-
hc..p13 I can trick her, c.md ste will not find ne . 'I'h ,_!:: I cLm. 110.rr y . When I an r.arried , 
I will return to my house, and ny ::>ld wife wi1-l not be there . Sh , will be still 
looking for tJ.e . Then I will have peD.ce . 11 

But his old wife did not leave the house . She thought , 11 H..:; Will return; 11 

c:.r:d she was right , for c.tft er -~Jir-:;e r.;cnths the r,J.?.n r.nd his second wife r eturned to 
the house. His second wife was very b0c.. -utiful c.,nd kind . 

1-1.t first the rran WD.s hap1:.y, his new wife -vm.s ver y kind to him. But his 
new wife saw the old wife . She sc:..w how the old v.ri.fe sho llted a t the mc.n , an~ e..ft er 
a few weeks , 'the new wife W2.s shouting at h .. :r husl:.arid just like t he old wife . 

If the rnan wc.s unhappy wi th one 1'!ife, h e was now even r;1ore unhnppy with 
two wives . fot only did his two wives qmrrel with hin, and t ell him, 11 Now you do 
this , " or 11 Now, you do th<lt ;" but i,.Jhen one wife said, 11 Now, you do this , 11 the other 
\rife said , "Now, you do t h2t . 11 They both said , 11 You ur e the 12.ziest nan o:i.live . 11 

l"nd what· i s :.:Ven worse, t he two wives fought with ea c. other . 

The poor man did not know what to do . He did not h.ol ve nny pea ce , and he 
sperit day l~ft er day thinY-.ing how he cou.ld solve his proble!:i . H0 dld not tulk to 
ar1yone; he only spoke to h:iJ:nself • . 11 AJ.1 I we.nt i s a l i t tle pea ce !" But there was 
no wuy to .solve hi s probl em, c.md soon he died worr ying <:bout hi s problen . 

Lft er h e wc:.s dead , the two wives stopped fighting with ea ch ot her . If 
they held not been kind to t heir husb?cnd while he wRs <~live; now thct he was dead , 
tl1ey wer e vary sa d . They did not know what to do . Bot h wives realized thu t they 
re?.lly did love their husband, .s.nd they said ; l! Without our husbc.nd we cannot live, 
we love him too ... uch . 11 So they >rent to the body of the dead ~n, and as t hey l eaned 
over the dec:.d man 1 s heE~d , both of th e wives di ed . 

When the god , Indra , lmew this he decidec;i to help p eopl e t o r eJaernber this 
story. Ee built a i::!ountu.in that h<C.s three pe<'.ks 10Ming to ea ch otl1er . It l ooks 
like the wives l ec:..ning over the h'-'c..d of their dec.d husband. . Indr a thought , 11 N ow 
people will not forget t he story of thi s foolisl1 r..an c.nd his t wo wives . 11 

But many peopl e did fo r get the story . They s:::..y the r,1ountain · 1ooks like 
Er a.wan . l:nd so tod<:y only sone people r er:.wmber the s t ory of the TJan, and they think 
the mountain l ooks like three peopl e . If you go to Surin, you will have to decide 
for ycn.ii'self v.;h:-.t t he mountc:.i n l ooks like . It is called Hango hountairi, r.nd thc:i.t 
is be <::c'.11is e still othe r peopl e thi.rik the uoUJ.1.t<J.in l _ooks like a mango . So you Clan 
st:e how diffi cul t it is to choose <-! ne.me f or o. mountain , especially in Surin . 



• 

TH.S TliiO FPJEHDS 

Do you remenber ·the story i n which Pr :1. jet r,.;:;~ rried Orn.pin? This story t akes 
lace only a few yec.:rs l a t ar . 

?ra j et wc:.s ver~~ hc-~p.()Y in hls felther 1 s palc.ce, but one day King Suryavccr l"'.9.n 
sai d , 11Jviy son , I went you to becone t he ruling prince of a city . You know t his city 
ver y well, it is Orapin 1 s village which is cal l ed .i?imai nov1 . I want you to help me 
do some bUild i..."1g i n t hu.t town . 11 ~raj . .::t wns surpr:i'.sed when he heard thi s , _ but he 
W<l s also happy . He 1mew t ha t one of his best f'ri -ends wo.s the Pri.nce of Nangrong . 
His na:oe vms Prc:.yen . Pr .'.'. j ct wns happy when he 1:.:oved to Pi J:ci. 

But he h<::d c:. big problc.71 , ' 'hen h e c<.>.r.:e to Pir.ci , he leu.rned t hat t he 
gener c..l of the ~1.rmy ther e W<.'.nted to be the next prince . The general WJS veF:J ang ry 
when ? r ajet was chos en . vJhen Prajet ccine to his new hone he s2.id t o the genera l, 
11 I lffiow'\ha t you wanteG. to be thc. prmc E:: , but l ct1 s be f riends . \rJhen I go , 1 1 11 o.sk 
my father to make you the prince . 11 The gencrc.l o..g_reed but di d not trust .Pre!.j et . 

One day Pri.'. jet went to visit hi s friend , Praym , in Nnnisrong, which is 
I:luriram torhy . They t <ilk0d <!.bout many thing s , l'.nd c.bout how happy they w.ere . 
;;uddenly, a s erve.nt ~ar.e into Pre.yen ' s room and sa i d , 11h.J.st er, ~he army of Pimai 
hc:.s surrounded t he city . 11 Prayen wr:s sur.JJri s~,cl and angry , he thought tha t Pre.jet h2.d 
come to kill him and seize his. cit;;r.. Prc:iyen sa1d, 11 So_ a r e you really rey friend, 
f'rn j et ? F'ri 8IldS don It need to br ing ' art:i e S , II - . 

Praj ct knew wh<.tt he.ct h::ppened . The gen er al di d not trust him, a nd t he 
gener al wns a fraid tha t Pm.jet would ta.ke the e.rmy from Ifongrong t o destroy the <.: rmy 
of Pima.i. He said, 11 No , you clo not understand .· I did not bring the army . . It is 
not you t he ~-rny wants, ·it is I. 'l'he 5 er..err~l is a frD.i d of me . He. fears I will. 
borr ow your ~, rmy to destroy him. ;:;o i f' .. He do nothi ng , he will not do anything . 
He cQ.Ilnot hqrt IIi~ , I an the ·King 1 s son . 11 · 

Prayen wa s not sure; l:mt he trustee!. ? r2.j et boco.use ~hey wer~ friend~ . 
Then Pra.j et sa i d , 11 I h1...l ve coue her o on soTie bu.sines s . hy f a t he r i;..rc:..nt s to bµi ld a 
temple in Pimc:. i. He wants t o test his worla:!.en beca use soon he will ho.ve them build 
2. much l arger ter:iple in Angkor Thon . But I do not t hink it is v. go od i dea j ust t o 
buil d <:. temple . I ne ed 1...~ rec..:. son for building o. t c;r.:pl o . 11 11 You a re my friend, I . 
trust you and I love you . ~vill you build a temple in Nangr ong while I build mine 
in Pim:...i . Our t enple s will sr,ow our friend:hi p aml tru.st for each ot h e:i:: . I will smd 
1·1o rim:ien to hel:p you . 11 

too • 11 

But he 

Pr.:iyen c~uickly agreed , 11 Yes, i t is o. good idea . I will ht.}ild a ter.Jple , 
When t h e J,)rinces .JJart ed , the gen er al could not believe wha t Praj e~ t old him. 
believeci. the prince when he s aw the t wo t emple s being built. 

You can ,see bot h t a ,ples today . Ono is called the Temple of P:iJnai (or in 
rh.:.:i : ?ra.sa t Hin Pim2.i), it is in Koro..t Provin ce . The.other is cc.lied t he Temple 
of Iviount Pro.numrung ( or in 'I'hc::. i: Rasat Hin Kh.:,o Pra numrung) be co.use it i s buil t on 
n mountc:.in . It is in Burirar.J Prov'.1Jl ~ e . 'l'hese ten~j)les a r c very beauti ful c.nd t hey 
ren::i p.d us of a strong friendshi p between two princ es many yc<.1rs- .:igo . 
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The Bc:.i See Cer emori:r cor: es from laos . People in Bnngkok do' not know 
about it. In Th<:'.iknd people in the Northeas t pr <•ct ise ·it because u.t one time the 
i-Jorthenst w&s par t of the kingdon of kos . 

'rhe B&i Si;e brings gooci luck and merit . It is <:.i. religious c el ebrat i on, 
but it is not :)erf ormed by ~ricst s . \rfocr~ sor:teone is .~·bout to go on a trip; -or to 
get :marri ed ,- he f eels thi s is c, ver y important event in hi s lif<:: . He Wrults it to 
turn out well; one way of making things turn out well is t h.:~ve a Bai· See cerchony .• 

_First , he will c. sk one of the old .rri.on in his village to say the prayers 
in the ~e~emony . Then he ·will invit e all of his fri ends and r elatives to come to 
his house , where the ceremony ·is usu.:.l.lly hel d . His friends cmd r el.LJ.tives all want 
t o c01:1e b ecause th ey hnow this is .::m ir.1portant -ti n·L.s . 

• 
For the ceremony you ·must h<, vc a vase of beautiful flowers , some joss s 

sticks and c.. candle . You e.lso need lots of string . JLnd then you must h<.i.ve some 
stick-.r rice , e.n egg , and a ·bottle of whiskey . · 

'I'he joss s t-icl:s and the ·candle are ·put into the vc.:.se .·th the flower s , 
t hey ar e li-t a t the beginning of the cer enony . The person who '"is- haV'ing the cer emony 
and his closest friends and relD.tive s :sit in ::1 drcl...r ;:round the flowers . Everyone 
i n t he circle holds on to one string which shows they <-. r e working tog ether . Th·ey 
all listen wfuile the old m<.!.n prv.ys . 

\ hile the people in the ci r -.: l e a r e praying, E1.:my other. fri ends and · r el ti-
ti ves a r e calli.ng t he soul ofthe ~ers~n who is ht:..ving th e cer ·emony'. They wc:ht his 
soul ~o come and bring t he good luc · with him. So they will call until t hey" believe 
the soul has cone . The ric e •:~nd the egg .::~ re for t'he soul. 'l';;is _::< .. i--t of the tr6..dition 
goes re ek many centurie s . Whenav er a guest cr:.me , i t -vm.s polite to give him food ; · 
so , evt:;Il toda.y , the ric e u.nd e.ggs : ~re food for the soul . The whiskey is .:.:.lso for 
U:e soul, but c:. ft t:: r · t he ~ero1rnny i t will be ~iven to th·e 17!2.n who sc:..id the prayers 
2. S l1. gi;ft ·. 

After the pr;:yers hn ve ended, ev.. ch friend will tc..ke a.· p i e ce of string and 
tie it a round t he ·JG rson 1 s wrist . \'fhile t hey <.re tying; tho string he· hol ds t he 
r i ce and the egg showing his hospito.lity. As they ti c t he string·s a round his wrists, 
t ' ey- s.'.!J' some· woros o-f ·gooC.:. h ick . hhen all of his fri ends ha ve ~lone this, the 
ce remony is over . The strin6s tied 2. r ound his wrist r euind hii;1 of everyone 1 s wishes 
for good luck in the future ~ 

- ~ 
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THE LITTLE STICKY HICE B.h.SKET 

If you go to the village of Tard Tong near Ubol, you will see a strange 
chedi in the middle of a field. On the top of the chedi is a sticky r ic e basket. 
That. is a very strange thing to be on t he top of a chedi. Here is why i t is there . 

In Tc:.rd Ttmg most oi' the people are rice farmers . They gr ow sticky rice . 
Every morning the people go to their fields to plow *.he grou.n.d, and t o, plant the 
ric:e . They stay in their fields until they are through working with the ri c e for 
that day. ;;omet imes it takes many hours . 

8ome people have to st~y at home . They have to wat ch the children , and 
they have to make foGd for those in the fields . 

In Tard Tong there were many families; but one was very small , it had only 
two per sons , a mother and her son . The son w~s about 17 years old and he W'dS strong. 
0o every day h.e went out to his mo"!:,her ' s fields to take care of the rice . One 
morning he l eft very ~arly . He took his water buff2lo with hi.'11, and he went t d pl o11 
the fields . It was the time of the year to plant riGe . He worked for many hours 
unt, i l he was tired . The sun was hot and t.herg were no Glouds in t he sky . Finally, 
he decided to rest under a tree . He thought, "Where is my mother? She should have 
brought me my lunch by n"w . ·She is very late today , I wonder why?" Because he did 
n~t see his mother coming , he deGided to start working again . 

By this time he was very angry. His mother was very late . I t Wd.s past 
thetime tG eat. vfhen his4mother came , he l~oked at the rice basket and t hought that 
it wo.s ver y small. So he was impolite to her . She said, 11 :rlon , I am late; but her e 
is your lunch . ::;top working, and come and eat under this tree ." 

Her son did not listen to her . He took a yoke f r om the buffal~, and ran to 
his mother . Because he was so angry , he hit his m~ther on her head wit h the yoke . 

1 Then he grabbed t he sticky rice b~~ sket which she had brought and went to eat i~ on 
the other side of t he tree . 

heanwhile , his mother wu.s dying . She said, "Forgiv-e me s~n . I am sor ry 
I am late . Although yc;m may -1:.hink there is only a. little riGe for you , I am sure 
it is enough . 11 

The sonate for several minutes, and soon he was full . Then he remembered 
hearing his mother ' s last words . There vr.-±s still lots of rice left in the l:>aske-t.. 
And he was fu]J_! He looked a round for his mother, a nd he sc:.w her lying on the 
0 round . She was dead! W'nen he r ealized what he had done , he sat down and cried . 

He did not know what to do , so ti.is neighbors told him to go see a priest • 
. he pr iest said , "Young man , yl'.)u have been very evil. You must build a chedi at. t he 
.la ce wher e you killed your mother . On top of the chedi you must p~~ a sticky rice 
· sket t o show how silly your anger W'cls . 11 The young man obeyed the priest . He 
.uilt. t he chedi. Every hol y day he came to the chedi to pray t o the Buddha . But 
is neighbors said he could never forget his evil . 

Even today , if you go to Tard Tong, you can see the chedi . The people 
all i t t he Chedi of the Lit t le Sti(;ky Ri ce Basket of the Xilled Mother.; 
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'1'i [..:; HUNTE..11. Ai IL THE GOLDEl.1! SvJAN 

In the province of hhaiyaphwn t here is a beautiful lit tle pond , It is 
near the mountains and it is filled with water all of the time . Near the p "nd t here 
is a statue of a swan . This is the story of why the statue was built . 

One time long ago ther e \·Jas o. floc k of golden swdJls . Every efterno1,;n 
t hey wciuld fly out of the sky and swim in this little pond . Not many peo~le knew 
about tins, but some people did and they liked to wat ch the swans swimming m the 
water . They though t that t hey were very beau-i:.iful . Sor;1e people beli eved they were 
holy . The swans were r ea lly fairies fr,··m the Gr een Hounta in whi~h was nearby • . 
Every day t he fairies changed into the beautiful swans as t he sun rose . They flew 
from the mountain to the pond. But every day a t sunset they changed back into 
fairies . 1'Jo one knew that t he swans were fi.iiries , end . they always wondered why t he 
swans l eft before the sun had set . 

The people living n ear th e pond hJVed the swan s very much . They did not 
want to hurt them, and they told their f riends not to hurt the beautiful swans . But 
sometimes people came to their village who did not J:..::now about th e swa.ns . This is 
what happened when a strang er visited the pond , 

A hunter from another province came to the pond . He had n ever been there 
before, and he did not know t hat anyone l ived nearbs . He saw t he swans and he 
wanted to h<l ve one for himself . The hu.riter thought for a moment . How could he 
catch a swan? He wds surprised thc.. t the swans were not afraid of him, t hey were 
not a fraid of anybody . So the hunter took out a long rope and he threw it a ro und 
the ne ct of one swan . Suddently, the other swans were frig htened . The~r saw the 
hunt er catch the swan , and t hey flew away. 

The swan t hat the hunter had caugtt was very sad . She knew that she could 
not excape . If she could not es cape , t hen she woul d become a f o.iry and everyone 
could see her. So she lmew t hat she had to die before the sun set . The swa...'1 held 
her breath until s he was dead . 

·when the people i n t he village saw a ll of the swan s flying away from t he 
pond so early in the a ft ernoon , they wer e surprised . \.Jhy were the swan.s leavmg, 
they wondered; and t hey ran t o t he pond . They r>aw th e hunter standing there with 
t he dead swan . "What have y ··'U done?" they shouted . 

\•ihen the hunt er tol d them "What had happened, the people were very angry . 
They said , "Those beautiful sim.ns did not hurt anybody . Everyone l cved them, and 
they were not a fraid of us because we were kind to them . But you were very g reedy, 
you wanted a swan just for yourself. !~ow +,hat swan is dead and the r est are gone . 
That will teach you what happens when you are selfish . tt 

The hunter was very so r ry f or what he had done, but what ~ould he do? He 
<~ould not make the dead swan a live . He thought , "Perhaps t he swans will came back 
tomorrow , and I can help them in some way . 11 But t he swans never r eturned to the pond 
and no one has ever s een them sin~e . 

Several days later the hunt e r decided to build a statue ~f a beautif\l.l 
swan by the pond . He spent many years working on it . Near the sta tue he buried 
t he dead swdn . Finally the statue was finish 8d . Everyone agr eed that it was very 
beautiful and they forgave the hunter for his evil deed . 
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The Hunter and the Golden Swan (continued) 

Today_, if you go to Chaiyaphmn, you can see the statue of the 
swan . It is by the pond called the Pond of the Golden Swans . Near the 
statue is a clear , deep well. Tradition says the well is where the swan 
was buried; today it is holy • 

• 

• 
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