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- BUDDHIST . NE\·J YEAR I N LAOS by Chao Sinh SAYSANOM 

== ::::= ====:- .. 
·, .: 

.. . Wh en the ·f :'f'i:;h l unar month rolls by there 
a r r ive s a ga i n a ' time of traditional Buddhist 
New Year · :;_n:- Laos wh:Lch we cal l entails PI MAY 

, Pi (year ) ~lay ( New ) "::ir in Pali SONG-KRAN, ::in lao 
prominc:. a tioii- Toud S~n.gKar·n, but the p eople. 4'f 
La o s pre f e r to say P iMay for this year falls on 
the 13:r:d; 14 · . ·and 15th April. Th e . Buddhist astro 
- l a gers h ad _chus e n t;is d &.y fr om t he Brahmin HORAXAD 
or _astro loge r a .s pred:i.tion as the good ·day for · 
cyc l e o f t he - Ihocn and the ·. stars under · a good favo.:. 

' :rable · s i gn . o f t he· Zodi 9al of · Serpent Pi MAS~ng . 
a nd . it i s a l s«) t he first day of the spring season 
whe:reby f l ames .· trees"Dok Fang" burst out their 
rt.oraJ. b e aTt::'{ ari d the CHAMPA f r a gipan' s · flowers 
v.·n ~. t,e alo:c.g :the _wal l street at e Yery where · an_d a:t 
c.:oy vi l lage a!ld town ,, 

PiMa;')r fes: i vaJ i s a rraise--wor thy a n d a · thanksgiving d ay. It .b.egine as 
a public healtL dsy . Sr:x.c fam-i.Li_y prepare 3 month e a r l yer .befor the PiMay 
day t 0 me.ke r:.2 ; .,r ::; J. J l.r:.es by wea.ving s .:. lk 9 co l lect the f lower to make parfume 
and prepa ;:'e the :;:- ~J.;'3- w.f n.e;'LAAW SA'IEO swec~···Wine , LAAW HHEI Jare-wine or · 
LA DED J.iqueuT c,r· wrds~<:y ao YOlkao 

- !'>r,• >t'h I i :h .. i j 1·,i .-..... , Jtk°~. if!.:f,1 1 Sli t~ff/1l_;j 1 1 Th e day b efor e t r.e SANG KHANE PAY (one day 
. ~: , j/' _1 1. '1 ~\,1"~~-1 r~~-:4ih:i_I ~e fc ye the neu-:-~al day between . the day of New Year 
..() , .:! :,je, l\o/j'.- \\.·'.'\\\, 'i~ a.ay on 1 2nd Ap:rJ_l 1965 . ) cm whi ch the peoples of V 1 f~,.$" 'J./i\~\\\·~, \>\~~:..; ~!l Laos c-::i ll e c -~· "i ve l y p erform a property day by· cleaning 
' - ~ 1H!i\ t\,- , ·t'·[ .Y~~~ m~j !;~_e::.r green grass. ~ h ouse s and ·compounds- and b~rrting 

, , · ·. · l I I 1 l~\1 t'~ a J_ l r e fu s e o:'.l the d ay before the eve of the P1May 
\ lit'-\_ .!'~ -~ ~---1~1~~=--D~ c c nsequ er.tly i t i s a costume and aviable to every 

"l,. ' ' If.·-~ ' ;r L ~ · ' ' t h + · 1 h 1th d -(' -.. ~ /'J~·i ~;_ 1" --.: · ~ a c· ... o J Ol n "G as e na ... iona ea ay. 
1 

.·• ~'-~~ -:~~. ~f~-.. ,_. .· ~· It i s t he d c..y .b e f ore the l a st day of t he year, 
~ '\ :::-;>.,"·.,; \~A t.:·:;'-', ·. througth out away . with the old former passed year 

·1 ·{~~ '· :):5 .. d~~*~·:;~· -~~-'-~;~~ -~~e every . ~ad . and ·o l d decease far :t:rom home. T~morrow 
-~--.. . --~~._:11.:~-.i._\~·~~~~ wil l be the l ast d a.y of -t~e. o ld ye-a.r, every thing 
._:~''· 1_ · :;,~F,~~~.~--\~~~; \, ,' . mus t be _ c lean pr"<5IJ e rly , a nd begin ing to -renew some 

...._}·.'~: .. " ._ '!~~ ~1~ -~' de ~ora tJ: on o 
·,._.:~~~:·::,>...._~ ... . ~ ... ~:...::~" ' · The · SANG--KY.J'.N PAY "!:he · 1as t day of the old year 

the . last ciay ' to ' cl s an. •~ :p the· · hous e s to "burn the weeds i n rice-field, finish 
its t oda y , beca:.:s e · i t i s d ay "Dn . or D ' s day of the · date of the departure of 
the bad 's pirit . At the after - n C. on , al l l a o t i a n in village and town go . cloW'il 
t o t h e s t ream or :rive r n earby , with t he' 'Ki·a thong" spiri t -box containing food 
and candl e li g~i t>~ r~g ) t~e box ~- s mad e by bar!.ana le ave or banan trunk with .well 
decorated , s ome clna as a tiu~cate d cone and other · as a s hip. In reality this 
sp.iri t -box is ~"!':sp:Lre d. as a n : em1 aca-t::on smal.l boat, wh e re invited t}le bad 
deceases' spirit's ' to take a f e s t i n feas t . b a n quet in thi s flotting-boat. While 
the dec.e a s·e' s pil~i ts test:.ng the de li c ious f oods , the owner of this spirit-box 
send this shiJ;)pi :i1g to the curren:t on the water, . and when . thi-s snipping go 
away' the owner farewi:>l l ' t h is bad· spiri t . to g o f a r and tn be born ill the 
celes te empi re and neve ::- retu:::-n · to thi s country , then t h e owner . begining to 

·· : pray to t he .( God ) spj_r.~.t of. wa t er , to the Nag ( NAGA) and to the . lord Buddha 
to .bles s h::'..m a:r:d h ~s.·.fam·Lly fo r .the next . corr.ming year, h a ppyne.-ss and longivity. 
At th.e : even~L:ng of t :1is d ay , i n the p agoda VAT , t;n.e v i l l a gers feast anci · 
congra tula:;t:e t ;-ie ne"i. [;h l! )rl;.ood O!l the cle a n i ng an'<;l . dec orating houses, some time 
the He!a.l th De pa r ~ E:~?,~i t- :i 5· pr-::- f i ~ed . t!;.. j.s oc.qas i on _t o _dis -t r 'i bute the p·ri<-e a.hd 
to encou r age to t'.-1 2 ps0 p"L e to b e :hea]j hfu~: ; ar..d t h.e i r enc ing this ·meeting by 
.e.v.ening ma.ss o AJ,i;;.02~.:; c:~ t niidni gh.t -of t h is day -~here i s · a. strong wind or a rain 
f'.~ or:ili.;t :<bl owi:ng a •1c--.y d1:s ~ -Y -th~lng a nd wash cl ean-u.i,J a d u s t y spirit • 

. . . 11 ... 2 
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··, ·;,;. .. ~···- ....... ··· 

The Sang Khan Pay,or the old spirit has g•ne 
with the bad thing and the deceases; the fever is 
rec~vered, the dawn shining morning arrive is the 
day of the eve, yes the EVE or Mu NAO, it is the 
neutral day between the last year and the begining 
of the new year.Mu NAO is the happy day to whom 
have passed in good health from the last year; to 
the. children to have added one year more to his 
age, to cheerful to their parents, to have the new 
present frcm the family, to have a great feast 
and superb honeycomb, and to wear new clothes, 
Yes, Mu NAO is the cheerful 1 s day, en the morning 

'-- every body, ~ldsand youngJ,girls and boys weare 
a new and nice clothes, some one wear silk SARON 

which th,~· family made. The new and cleaness clothes meaning the begining of 
the new . spirit, new health, new life.; and go down to the village's maket to 
b~some food for festival-party, some gifs, some toys for children (but this 
day. you can not buy meat.since the lay of Sang Khane Pay until the end ~f the 
new y:ear' s day) and especial7 to buy animals living as bird, tortois and. fishs 
to be delivered in the free world of 
pro~perty. In the afternoo, there is a 
ceremony in the Vat (Pagoda) to prepare 
some arrangement of statuts of Buddha 
in the ~utdoor place for the public 
washing. Then for those who are not yet 
doing the ceremony of bathing as menti­
oned in the day on Snng-Khane Pay, they 
can pay the hommage this afternoon, 
because the ryth of Buddhist in Lans 

. is not so strict and very superstitious 
. This day is the day to be free the 

· ~ris<;mncr, to free the life of ·animals 
prisonners, as fihs, tortois and birds 
to flight freely intn the free world of 
humanity and prosperty. 

I 
delived the humanity, 

I became prisonner 
you may listen it 
me as 

for you in the cir~omstance. 
Go, go on the liberty 
To the free world of prosperity 
I wish you long life,good appearance 
Tranquility and energy 
Ayu Vanno Sukkhang Phalangt 

May be we don't meet again this year or this life 
because you are animal and I am man, we are not the same lives. 
:But the next lif.e, I pray forLord Buddha for you to become~man like me 
And we can be_ b'.>th good c9mmrade_;even ~if I dead, may my next life and your next 
life be born ·in the same world, be the same life as animal, tree or human, but 
be born together in the same family in the only one mother and father as human 
been, as you kn~w every people pray for good living faithfully. 

·· Oh t my Lord Buddha, I prostrate you to protect it, and give it the best 
life to attain the NIRAVANA celestial empire. 

The Mu NAO is neutral day, no one body can not do the work, this is stric­
tly rO'"rbid'den-by costume; it is the Eve day. · Some year has two days of Mu NAO, 
meanwhile that date is a coicident of the renewed of the natural thing, the 
rebirth of the leaf, the revival of the field bloodless and anemia of the 
nature which doze off from the heat by mounth in the South and the cold from 
the Nnrth (Laos is long between 15-g to 25-g.) wake up and put on the green 

under the ••• // ••• 3 
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under the first shower sterm·. 
· It is the day to be unemplyed and .good day 

for teen age to entertain in the street ~o sing 
dance and throwing of water spree under· ·pretext 
to purify. · ·· · 

This day is forbidden to work' .and forbidden 
· to rest or to sleep for a siesta; there is one 
of my friend who would not joint us during the 
Buddhist New Year eve and we tell him~-if you 
sleep today you are nothy boy; your back will 
stick on the bed, but he still . sl:iepy in his bed. 
So we led keep him in his bed; but when he wake 
up, members- of his family begining to smiling 
then smear and laughing funnyly. As ·my small 

village in countryside there is not a. 
water-pipe, and my friend Should go 
down to· the stream nearby the pagoda 
where the yoilng make a barrier to throw 
-ing water tothtir boy-friends, while 
m;y friend past nearby en the w&y t2 
the - stream, thm they: laughing and say­
ing to Khamsone my friend "-Look1 my 
Thevada my angel came down to the earth 
his face is beautyful as Phra Indra. 
Laughing and laughing she continuing 
to say, oh I forget my miror which I 
want to give it to my futher husband 
to showing his .face, he look like a clown 
oh he has a avon, a lipstick red,white 
and black. Don't be red Khamsone, why 
you hJl.ye your ears red, you have a nic.e .· 
moustaches. Oh bar be out, you are prety · 
like this Yeh 1 my boyfriend, tonight I will a,sk my mother to gtt to see your 
family to request them to give the _permission to let you to · become :r.n:y . _brother 
in-law. Oht I love you too my dear; lookt . can , I become y :mr wife 1? ••• they 
yorking like this ••• If you want to sleep in the Mu NAO, well if y~u d.o.n't 
beleave me so please visit Laos on the Buddhist New Year t only in two or three 
hours by Jet you can be in Vientiane\hereyou oan enjoy yourself or in Luang­
Prabang the .Royal Capital. And the game in my small village only serves as a 
sort of a romantic rendez-vous where local boys meet prety girls resulting in 
many subsequent marriage 1 . 

:u 

At the real date of the New Year (15-4-65) 
·> the h-,lle people go to the VAT pagoda to baste 

arrosage or glaze-water to effigie Buddha, men 
· and women bend to L~rd Buddha; it is a high time 
fjr merit-making in rededication to the praise 
worthy to the good memory •f the dead whereby 
the peo~le after offering food to the Biku SONG 
(priest) in the pagoda in the morning, flock the 
CH~DI (temple) and the THAT (stupa) where the 
ashes and charred loves af their parents ancesto1'B 
are entombed. The water throwing is required for 

· · ·-' · · : - i~~ ;; J,: a boon of more heal thy . for t:}le coming year, the 
if:_ \ -~:;;~ . _:_ ·1 t n ;rn prosperity, riehaess, weal th .and happine.ss. 
)jH =·• ...• ,_. ,_._,~_ \ ~_::- »;qj\~j; The visit to the family and to the friends;,sinoe 
j J : ~~- ~ /~ : ~, ,· f~ .;~- \ ~. ,_, '.Lill the SangKha.ne Pay, is doing in this day mostly 
·:n:; \.\Kf ~ - ~ ".\ '':\: '\\ -'.I.: to the hight rai:king personnalities and this 
~ l : '.~ ~. '~}~ '\~ - . --:- ceremony we nomined BACI (pronounce Bace) the 
) ~ ~ ~ t. 1, 1,), - ; pardon from the elder to the younger or from the 
·c . I\ .F . :~'- rr·· ~-~"'? high ranking to his subordinator. This ceremony t : ,, · . .--~of BACI is practicaly only in Laos and unic in 

)1 ', k-- _. - ' the world. · . . · . . . == . 
-~s---- . . --~-- ... -~-:~- . Tt') ending ••• I I ... 4 

---~ 
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TO · ending the PI MAY, the boys and girls 
olds and youngs build the Chateau-de-sable THAT 
·or stupa of sand, . 'Which their decored 'ttith the 
flag-papers design o·£ zodiacals or '\otem·'¢f the 
year •. This presen'i ·year E.B 2507-8 i .s;· l?i Maseng 
or serpent ( 1965); some times 1'hey ·bui,ld \his 
stupa ·Of sand near the, ·i;iver-band, some time~ 

·· they bring s;:i.nd to build in the VAT pagoda erea, 
which this sand .the Biku· (priest) later can use 
ti build an othe£ real stupa THAT or temple 
usefuly ·to the community. 

They build this Chateau of sand is required 
for a boon more of rain (while they watering) for 

· \; '. . coming rice planting season (the. next day is the 
raining season) in ·building their -requested from 
the haven the gracefulness and .the .pardon, to 
live longess the beautifull good day fecund in 
happyness as num-erous as the grain·of sand to 
~onsist of the stupa. 

In t~at day, at the pagoda the 
Biku (priest) read a lecture. of the 
TRIPITAKA DHAMMA the source of virtue 
by the Lorci B.uddha, and.· recommanda:l to 
the people •to . live with .. the DHAMMA 
(meaning the law or prec~pt) the 
teaching of the Lord Budd.a; . wh.ere by 
those who sincerely follnw them and 
are properly trained will eventually 
find the Perfect NIRAVANA or Peace in 
this world, recommanded also to the 
children to obey their parents and to 
their ticher and to work well as to 
became a good ~itizen to serve letter 

.. in futur the nation' In .Vientiane City 
as ' other city tQ.e pfim~ry schoo'i :org- . 
anised the sc.ho·o1~cliidr.en 1 s day. · 

.. 

~ut the best ceremonial and religious . 
prooessin.n is in. Lua.ng-Praban,g Royal Capital, and 
i .t during more than - two . we.ekf? ~ .. 

TIJ.ere are so nia.ny multiple mti!Jlifest a:r:id .the 
most spectaculary are the Morning-Maket in the 
centr.al ftVeriue, offering things especially anim..;, 
als living des.tinies to be free (which I have 
mentionn~d above) 

. '11'he prof(ession of the Royals Elephants is 
.·· , the request ~he pardon of the royals el~phants to 

the L,q:rq. spirit of the city, tp his rid~r, and to 
His Majesty .. the King. 

The BACI in the ·Royal Palace: .·· the · 
cortege of the Majesty tht! King to · ~ 
sprinkle the statut bf :.a; massif gclden · " 
Buddha PHRA BANG '. (hiai;ght about 1, 30 m) . ~ ·\ 
in ·Vat May; PHRA: BANG whence -·named · the ·-.. " '''<. '-' ·I 
City of · Luang ~ Prabang, ·1'18.ng is .'gi-eat •: i ·: ~~:::'-,_ .Fe 

the Golden ' ·PHRA ·BANG. ~-· . . :. · , ,_ 
' · The Royal ·procession td ·the · Vat .,:::-:.....t.- ~ " -~ 

,. - . . . . . . \ 
·Sri VISOUN Luang or in simply Vat : ..._·_, _ __... 
VISOUN, · to vat ' XiengThong (v:lllage ·· · ' · · 
wh&re · fourided. the ' city·of ' LuangPrabang 
the first village of the fondation ~f 
the Ki~g~om.9f La~e Xang or Million 
Elephants) , and to Vat SANgKHALOK. 

This oor~ge ••• // ••• 5 



.. 

Page 5 

Thi s cor tege ::.s fo~cvwi l~g oy t he Frin~e and i:hd 
Thao KUN honourabJ.2 nctabJ.e; eJ ephants and ho­
rses with the t r adit ion mus ~c s piri tually cons­
erved as from thousand yea2· i and the ex hi bi ti on 
cf t he POU GNEU and GNA GNE~ the first man and 
the first woman of the LAO an cestral, weari ng 
the clothes of flax with the very big red mask 
smiling thei r sil ve r white te eth; both of them 
adorn the r ed hibi --: ns f lower qn their ears. The 
dance is f olowing by s lien. Fai thful ly, t~3Y 
beging t he dan~e to prcs tern~ ng and presen t ing 
to the s ouvel'<l ~:.gr j fc l ')w::ng her LrnbancL s he the 
GNA GNE"!J r epe3.t ·: . .::,o c:al. e -~e ll. i ::'.lg .f:-:-om t he 1 '1D.d. 
where the~r c; .J.m~ f:,.·: ,r:.~ t l::c 8bstac le of t he pas t 
a~d t he ~~ese~t 2n~ f~Tt~ne tel ling for ~he 
f~ture; then t~ey ~~·co ~ith the gesture o ~ the 
immi ta tic:vi. and l a;:: gna;2 l rom the pr:i.r:ii t :!.. ·;e s-tone 
age; and the lien m::..r;;e its f aith , its glacr; Gs s , 
anc oinpagned onJ.y by a scmnd of drum as a s:i gnal 
0 f t he mo,··emerd; o 

The pr0 c essi n g to the ElephaG t gro­
tto TH.AMTING i!""t t~:: r:0.>:·~ cf LuangPra"bang 
by boat , the vlsi ~ ~o ~~e g~c tto is c~e 
of cu::- ios i ty f r .:rn t~" e past lives of t;~o 

primitjve t eop:e; ~ t ;~:~e a proud 
Buddhist f ai ·tih in ·t~c;'.; century . 

If you g0 ther ~~~ the Laotian 
Buddhist New Year d0n 1 t be supprise to 
be wet and soak ·:::.y a s::'..ru:ple water, by a 
parfume or b y ~-_;. ··. ·~.y coloful water, · and ,.._ 
don't be an~7 beGause along all Toads 
at day and n :ig .. 1t for three days you will 
receive it often frcu 1 t.~:e small g~~rls er 
boys to the old wcc3n~ and especialy in 
LuangPrabang you have r..o r:i.ght to r e turn 
the throwing water to the girls , even 
some times she tear your shirt.Bele1ve 
me there are so many Prino e s loss each 
year their real golden buttons of their 
clothes, and I seen with my proper eyes 
withn~ss his aide-de-camp is captured 
by a strong group of pretty girl,and 
they ask him to pay some r rmsom fo.r one 
Ball evening New Year party for the hole 
vi llage, so cost hi m no so expensi ve, 
only one buffa l o or five pores for a good 
and happy banque t for the new year eve . 

So please j oint thi~ vsnture , y ou are 
alway wel:..come , t lie T,ao neople take this i ndeei 
most pa r ticulary in this occasion to every body 
without distintion' of n a tionality or skill to 
participate with his re joincing~ 

It j_s so pleasant t0 be wet in a warm day 
and to see some exquis:. t e s ·.:;-.,:.l ture 1 s bo0.;7 hide­
and-seek in the soak's clothes and to see some 
face daubed misccJ lany in the c ai~naval. 

Sa don't cis s this occas ion l 
Good luck, wel J~ame a~d hapfy 
Buddi.st N e·;1 Yea::: in I.a0so 1, ./-


