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t TBE HMOOB WAYS Oli' OLD ... WE NOW MUST ~TUDY 

nhese are stories of how the Hmoob lived L1 "the old Jays 
~~rom ;vhen our ancestors made us persons up cc~ rrie pr·es ~nt, 

ifoen we were born,. oul' parents to id ~i-:> L;1 rr.ake ou ,, : , ·A· 
"J~ ma:CLng knives, axes, and machetes, and :.1c;ea t,(1 plan~ 
l~T'Ops '.O feed ctir famil.i.es ,, so W€i will have fvcid for f,, 1e 
111':?Xt :it~ a:r. 

,~,~ sta"C·t maJd ng r.tee fle lds from Marc:'1 th:r.:n.1.gl:1 A11 :'i 1 " 

Arter b1.i.rn:tng a way the undergr!)Wth, we p 1.a it crops sue 1 as 
squas1 suga~ cane, nuoumber and others so wlll have i'>od 
.in th•; future,. 

'!hen W<:'! have new erops, what do we do·? F:1 t"st we :nu st 
gt ve o ~fering to the house spir•its and the sptri ts of' Jur 
ci0ad ,~c~la.tions, We must k:l.U two chlckens to thank th~ spir:J'·s 
s:i..nce ·he spirits made it possible for us to have fo0cl to ea.t. 
r1'hus '-.:•:> have to thank the spirits first. Then 11;e are •!;l iid 't.rat 
we ha'B a place where we can plant our ·1~eR in t~e ft1~u~e. 
:u· We have new crops, Wf.' BtiJ. 1 wi11 thank the spiritn men~ than 
that 

·4~ the lboob tribe in this world, tave known tha~ the 
~radi~lons which the ancestors showed us so that we cai make 
11 v in1~:; are 1 ilte th1.s. We must teach our '"'hi.l.d~"en ancl c untln1 te 
for t:A~~ next centurles and the next race. Up CJ r.he p:>e.'H~nt;~ 
we ha 1 1 ~ known that our c-u st om 1.s that of m.:iking :rice f Le Ids, 
forev~· and ever. So we thought it was not an 1mport~'it ~hin~, 
tl1oug, we do 1.t until ov.r death,, ~1.t win ne-ver gi,re 1,:~ a.1y go·,a 
naw t1lngs. We say that customs have been laid down hy our 
ances ;·n•s. If we say new ways are good ways an1 wi 11 I a'.3t 
f1)r al~ cnu· lives j_n tl-H? fut;ure, people sti11 will sa,:· t,mt 
tl'leS{~ ·'lays are not the ways of our a.nce3tor-s, even kno11:1.ng th 1t 
those .l!"e not good. 'J?hey w 111 never be ab] e to i,..ead a 1d writ·~ 
imrds.1 never be the leaders of people: never know about. the ktng, 
~nd wlll never know any customs of the world. We kncv only 
~hat after eating we nrust go back to the fields and i·eturn, raise 
anlma L 5, pl ant opium year 8 ft er yea.r, sum.'T1W tr.rough t'a U . 
:;,, .. h.> 1 Jke a grinder' whlch goes round and round and .returns 
lo th"' s~~me p1 a.ce,. Hmoob t.rad~. tions are like this!, f;o "'e mni:.t 
tell J'JT ra<~e and our re'1atives the truth that now we must 
nave ~ew thoughts: must send our 0hildren to get an ed1cation 
so when they are grown up,, they will be able to do whfat they 
~~~~s avgu t~~iy c~g ~gu~n~~~~?g ¥ge mi~~o~~~Ar ttJ~A£g1s ~:1~~~~r~ge 
to know about thE> customs of God, and to follow hl:L 'I'hts .is 



,. 

the way we will have new lives and new ways, and we can see 
that thE~re is a way to walk in the future and we will be 
comfortable, happy without end. God's way is the most 
important. way. The ways wh1.ch I described above are only the 
skin and they are not very important . 

MAKING RICE CAKES 

'Ih:.a is a desc:ription about the Hmoob methods of making 
cakes•, What do we do when the new rice is ha1"Vested? When 
the new rice is ready to harvest, we go to gather it from the 
;"ice flnld, and dry :t.t. When it is real dry, we take it to 
;;olmd. oi'.' mill)/ then to soak. When it is good enough, we will 
~team li.. We prepare a mc1"ta'-.. pestles of curved wood wh:teh w:lll 

·)e pounded by two persons. 

ilh'rn the rice is wel 1 melted and sticky, we take e1~1~s 
1sing only the yellow y<Jlk to spcead ovel'.' the rtce thre·3her 
ind the hands of the persons who are going to make cake3, so 
.hat t.h,dr f:tngers will not stick. Then we take the st.l1~ky 

'iell-we t;ed cake from the mot;er and make round cakes. ·41~ cu+­
»ana.nH .. eaves to <"'mre.r each cake to protect them fr•om b11rning 
1¥hen ;yon roast them.., 'l'his is the method of making Hmoob (:ake. 

MAKING A NEW HOUSE 

IJ'h:i.s lf~ a de~cr•iption abol.lt the customs of making a new 
hmoob house., 

Wh•n: we; are go:i og to build a new house 1 we must sha::"pen 
our me: (-i;hetes, &:ir:es fl and kn:l.ves. We measure the J.ent;h a::"1d 
w:i.dth, ~:he size of the: building> a11 the posts and ev-er:y-tning 
with wh.'.ch we wilJI make that house. We use special grass to 
make roofing. When the butlding is completed, we must make 
1 fir€ place e It :Looks like a stove, but we ~an put onl;yi a 
Large ~7ying pan on it to boll animal food and others. ie 

rnake bf;drocms ~ water buckets, chairs and sometimes use bamboi:;, 
<le use ' hese to serve- our families. 'rh:ts is the custom 
:;.e the ;1moob. 

MOVING TO A NEW VILLAGE 

'l'!i..s is a descr•iption about how we move and lookin:s; for 
new v.~1lage. We ha~ e to lock at the mountain.ranges a .. 1d vie·l'lf> 

~o see J' they ar-e good. and ther•e wiJ.l be mountains aro11nd th0?: 

''111 age The place where you will build your house, yoJ. have 
to lock south and north, east and west to see :tf they a:r1::: all 
in gocd view. 



When you w.·Ul b'Cll:Ud .vour hol1.se, y~;v nH.\;:;t do i1k;o rn-'-s: 
etrnn' out aEt many rlce grains as thAre are peop·i_e 1n ·10·'·'' 
famL~·· Then dig a hole and pla<'e those ::·.tc:e g~~a.lns Ln uw 
hol<::! ro1 one nlght Ir ttie mor·ntng~ go b4ck to opoe-:?n ;he ho.L(~. 
·~r ~rn',s have eat.en t:.hose gr•:=,d .. ns, it meanE that pJ C.H:'.e 121..:; 
nph~. 1!. If t.he grains are st.ill t.he same d.s wh.~n you ·:;1~1.ce 
th~in .'n the hore, 1'1:; means that place dc·e:> net. nave '")ht" ar .. i 
;1<1t..t c~:.~ri btLlJ.d yctrr l1Cl!8€~ ther'e ,~ 

'~he rice grains are Jike the souls of you~ peopj ! in yo~ 
f'ami. L;i, who will not be sick lf those :eice gi•a.lrrn aX'P stilJ 
·:.n tlv: same p .Lace. •.rhat plaf'e wil 1 bl~ gzx~d tor but! c: Lng hou ;e" 
you w.: .. 1 i have enough !'cod and do lng anything w '. 1 r be .?;o.Jd 
'"or JOU. So ln b\l!.l id.1 ng 3. heu se you muf: <:; look tor a ,3ood pl<Ie;,.:; 
'lS de.rnri bed above. 'fidB 1. s t-he method rd bui1c1.tng H n~~w 
nouse and moving to a new vjl1age. 

HORSE ~('RANSPOH'l' 

iow can we use hc.r0 3es tPansporta1. ,.·n to r.~arroy r ... ~€?. 
We m 1,1,~t m&.ke two wooden saddles, one l;r cover the bors5 t:l:'ll 
back) and one tc put over to tie thing~ en We pvt \.~E secard 
over ·~he ether one to t1e two baskets on. We have to balance 
the ·~·11~·1~ht<1 so l'"at"h s:l.de wl 11 be equa~ Jy h"'7.avy • 

. A. BLACKSMITH 

'Phis is the descript 1.on of the b l0.urnmlth. .! ?J'l goi np; t.i, 
tell !bout myself first • 

. (v name ls •rNtsuab Vas Lauj," or n }.'.\;a va l..:.;. ti l~hen I 
·t1as t.11enty five years o1d.:: I did not know how to makf~ any \~hl.ng: 
at all. J ~ould only ask other p~rsons to make knives and 
,:1ther• things fo.t> me. l am an orphan; my 1 ... ather died when J 
:h'B.S a 1itt;1e boy, abcut one yea..r' old. When I grew up, l liked 
gum:>l> knives. a.nd axes, bvt I dld not h~~re them, Wbnn I wa!l 
thirty years 01 d.J> I went to '1 e.a:rn how t c ma.Ke those 'rhlngs. 
I :nad!• a gun wh:l.ch l3 ca ·J Jed "~uC'umber f 1 oweP gun" and other 
klnd. of' Hmoob guns, Afte:rwa.rd.s I cou 1 c! mak~ them ve'"Y well, 
When I took -~:hem to seJ.J, the high offtr;'lt.Jls .liked r.11em too. 
!'dople bought r':.ome of' them as souv-en'!..1•::1. 

I understand that in being a person 1n this world one raust 
l~a-rn everything he can~ have things one shouJo. have, and rn>t 
borrow from other people. Thts ls the way by which you will 
become t'a.mous. Whi:m y1;;u do something, y0u ha·ve to think careful l.Y, 
you must clo it aH we11 a•.t ynq can} dn r>')t b~' bad-hea·rt.ed t.o 
ether peoptt) .. and ma.ke th1 .. ngs as we~l a.~3 .cl yn•;. were mak.ing '"t't>t11 

! :tor ycF1rsei!'. ElferythJng must bf' of good qi:a.lity:i so when 
people use them ln makinp anything, nothing will break, because 
t,htngs are t)f good qu!:l 1 . i:- ;, • This i~~ the me,. .hod or mBk1r.g Ul:ings 
~0 UPP in ~1~·ng in •he ~or!ri 



Jf anvone wants to bP a blac:ksmlt.n, what mu·;: ri-i:- d .? 
He mt.tf.t make a tube f'o:r• a bellows and m::i.k·· it ~7er~1 c,,. t:a. .... a.nd 
smooth inside with a plunger, lined wit•; \·h,; ckPn 'f'eatllei~t. to 
put lnto the tube. Then he has to make h'.s own tr:o L.l ;'3•~···~.h 
es a hammer, tongs, and so on, so he ca t PfH1t in:..:; ·c: h:l s ""'' ·> k 
ln tlw future. 

When you make a knlfe or machetes, J 01 have to loo:\: for !"'.:.; '" 
to ftJ e them once for the first time. If yo~ do nt:·t lla·1e fl. e. 
~rou e~m sharpen them by us1 ng good and sr.c~('' 1aJ rock 1 ded for 
F!harp~ming krd.fe. After yov file the kn::. 1"e, you mus.~ s ·1arpell 
tt: nntil you cannot see the file tracks, as d thi.: ::- L-.:.:.: •; t .. 00.1..s 

whitH and bright. Then you spread the sha.Pp edge w:l. t11 wet. 
earth, and burn it until it is red. If 1~ is ~oo rp·, WA say iL 
ts "tc>o old" or "too hax·d. 11 If it is not :r•ed enougr} means 
it 1s''young 1 and not 'hard' enough. The oest iE rEd. and yelL:,w 
color .. together., Then you $ink the sharp ~dge int~1 'iJ:<:::;er to 
make :Lt hard,, If it is 'too hard "too old'' vou ha•i<:- to put it over 
red c<>als to make 1 t ho~ and make it becoue ":101.:r~g 11 oT 11 soft n _ 
0rhen you spit on the ~harp edge o If tne a.pit (~at.-fJwt ;st 'i,)r on Jt. 
it nwana that it has returned to the 11 sot"i; 11 cond1·•Jor.. ·.1ner"e :Lt ·~. 
and ge>od enougbn 

J,fter you. sharpen the blade~ you sr:o,,._; d r;--~,, r.o ..: rrc hard 
thingu like bamboo o:r other hard things to teB1:. and .. ·~e whet;) •.e1• 
or n()1. it is hard enough. Then you can make a h<'h~dl>:: :t~:>:r." i ;c 
and une it to do work, and then it will b1; useahle ~~b~.!$ is 
t.he nwthod of mak:tng a knif"e. 

11 POJ 1rXOOG" or "PHI NOI'' 

Ou.r ancestor have said that 'Chere ar(~ "Poj Txocg 11 L-'l.nd u1i 
to the present~ people still believe that there are 11 Poj Txong, '' 
These "Poj Txoog" live with tigers, and _ook upon the tiger ~a 
their grandfather, When a tiger attacke r.:actle, the 11 Poj Txoog" 
must go ahead as a. look out. Someone might have a leaded gun 
on thE!i:r way, and maybe their grandfather w:l.l.l be kLUed, or> 
maybe someone else m:1ght be t..14atch1ng for a "tHiY to ki.J ~'· the 
tl.ger. When the t.iger has killed cattLe~ the i!Poj Txoog" must 
be watchers to see if the owner loads his gun around the dead 
cattle. 

How can we kill the "Poj •rxoog" an'.3 t;lge.r• 11 We mu.st: Jea.ve 
rotten eggs on dead cattle killed by the t5.ger. When the 
11 Poj ~zoog" come near to dead cattle, t'1ey wil1 play uith those 
rot iiert eggs and forget to take care of f.Lc~ t ig~r. They hecoue 
f''.>olif1h, and the tiger will go to eat. the dead .:.:at.tle. The1'i 011r 



guns l\'ill shoot; -che t ige,... when it toucl e:·1 "Lh€ "' n~s ;'10 ·1a ne 
r>igg~:i around the cattie. 

When the t1gf'r d:'i.("S ~ the "PoJ T;{ocg 1
' w:n~ ,ome ·~o make 

dreaJns t'or a man who may be a fo:t"'t.une-t e; l er ot !~r.r .. w.5 rni,i<'h 
'3.bout tbe !iPhi", Some•:..1m.es they say 11 0'fi, dtff:!..1g om ttlip, o~r 
.~ranjfather washed up one potato,, 11 whl"h means de b1i: O(l1~ 01 
the :attle "and then we saw some eggs, so we forgot ~l1 abou~ 
.:rnr ~!'.'andfather;. He t~niched t;he line$ o '" bomboo,:·md .U. b11.rst 
=md ktlled him." ((They caU guns "bambc\.· 1 ! . 11 s . ., we eo·m·~ t•J 
tell 1ou that this area. has t• many wasps and we cann:1..: 11 .. H~. 
#e h:ue to leave here .. 11 Th:ts is a descl'.'lp~,1r,n o.. h:; 11 '.:._:j 

·rxoo?;. 11 

rhis is a story a.bol.it a man calle6. 11 T::--•),:rj :3a•mn 1 or· "Ch~.nf~ 
Sheu~ He was a fortunt::·-tel1er. One gx•o.ip of' t11B :tc';1.;;J:"" sp· · "z 
conce.rned the "Poj Txoc•g"; he could ta i k wtt:-i t·he 11 P1>j '11lt"oug 11 

when he made "Neebi: or 0 Neng" that the Hm:io·"' use tr, ilo when the~ 
t;tJl"e a pat:tent ~ 

'.)ne night at nrutdnlght ~ two beaut;iful p)'1:.··ls earn(': ir t.".l h .. s 
house and his bedroom. They told him 1'F.t•.1end, we .-;orne to a:>k lOt, 

~-;o g::> te see our grandfather. He btt c. c. w and the 1)wr1ex• rnaC.e 
a t..ra9, so we t:d.pped &. line and a bam1: oo .-pear s cabl)ec om" 
granfatrer and broke off' with ha1 f of J t lnsidE his hociy W-: 
put him to sleep in a c.ave under a cliff, He has nu·~ been r~t.red, 
so we have come to ask you to ClJJ"'e him. B0w wi.l i he be ~tl!'f•? 11 

t'h.en Ghong Sheu got up and went wtth those tW(' girls tn 
the Jar\c. They went ~hrough three otd rl.Ce fiel.ds r:iiid s.r·r:lv~d 
::it. the ell ff by dawn, He found a big tiger 1yirig u. the t"'av 2. w1 ~: 
rotting wound. A bambo0 spear• was broken off ins'i.de the tJg~rt s 
i)Ody. He pulled out the bamboq and tlg;er :roa.ri=;d loud1y, frh:; 
two 11 Poj Txoog" said "Gr'andfather ~ do not ;shovt too Lo11d. Hf: 
"1111 oe afraid. Let him pu.11 out the bamboo sp :.~u:· If you 3.r e 
~urej, we will conti.nu.::: our trip. 11 

After pull i:ng the spear out, the man sti...tfed so11e bana:>a 
leaves. i.n the tiger's wounds, Then those two "Poj Txo•,,g" s~nt h.\1r1 
back: to his home He woke up irnmediati~ly, thought at.out. his 
dream and told h~.s wife and children ·chat the 11 PoJ Tlc11 ... ga asked 
him to pull out the broken spear in tht~ t.tgers' s side, 

The next night, the two pretty gb:>ls ,..,ame again and told. 
hJm that afte1' he had pulled out the spear,, the~ r gra.ndf'ather 
died. So they could not live in ~his world and had to ieave 
!1nd go to the othe:r world. They just 1!Ame t0 teJ. l hlm that. 



CROSS BOW 

rrhi 3 is the method of making and the coming of •:.:ross oow. 
In the old days, our aricestors did not kno\<r how tu make guns 
t;c shoot animals. 'The~1 made cross bow with ooison arrows and 
hc.d spec iaJ spir .L ts to i:.ake care of' them ana wish them to have 
an1mal~i, They had to :.earn about the splri t in do:J np.: this. 
It you hc11g a cross bow on the front wall ar1d iG faJ..ls down, It 
me·ans .,,h=r>e will be an .. mals passing by when you p;o somewhere" 
SometiHe ~ when you go hunt1ng and Wl'.1.tch) mayhe some big animal. 
will pas~ by and y0u wiil shoot it. 

Whe' you gee an animaJ} you must cut off the head and ~lve 
if to ths spirics of the cross bow. 

Whe~ you are guing to make a cr0ss bow, you have to cut 
t~e bow _r whicn you had cut and dried for few months. lt 
:rn 1st be 1rery oJ.j bambco, so it will be nard enough. We use 
oedinary bamboo to m3.k1"' arrows, then we caJ.1. a "poisoned 
cr•oss t>o~''• 11 Y:)U cc;.:1 also shoot larc;e animals like gun, nut 
they taX5 long time to die. These poison comes from a soecla1 
kind o::-- t.i.•ee r•esin. rn1e poison ls mixed wi~.h chi1J.v, ginger·; anc1 
.:Jr tne v ~ nom. rhen you catch a grasshopner c..nd b1•eak 1 ts 
l.egs} ::;o s.,c :i. t in the poison, and release it. It 1 t can 
leap 0111} 1:hree t 1.mes before it dies, that, poison is good, 
11' nos, :I 1 ls not good. When you shoot a monkey and some eJ.t:e, 
.... ~. 111~~.s ~ t ;1~ez~ :lrnr1~dia_;ely.. Cln the secvnd shot le wi.Ll fal.1 d ... ):11n1 

W:1:H• you cook the game, yuu must put salt 1n before .>atlr ,., . 
If you d,_ not du :h2 t ·~irst) you will be druo:;o:ed, 

T 1e: e wer•e t;he .... lei 11a.vs C•f our ancestors. Later on, ·neovj.e 
kHew h )W t..O mak(:: p;llr1& i but they did not know how to make the 
f~ri~~ mtuhanism, so tney ~led incense on the gun. When the~ 
saw ar, an1.mal s they .11 t the incense, which lit the powder and 
shot 1, i-i.- i;-'.n U.f'ter v'ar·ds they knew how to make the f'irir1 
ri-~~chDnLrn w1th a little piece of' flint on it, so it shot a 
cpark 11::.0 the powder·. •.rhis was the method of muxinp; cuoss t:o1; .. s 
bna g~ne of the old days. 

THIEVING 

Wnat. do 1)eop.lt: hate? We Hmoob hate tig:ers, mosquitces, 
ant-s, :ircl. other ereatu.•es which harm people. But, we pecple:::. 
ln tht 3 1;1rJrJ.d a1 e a k1 ·1d ·~f animal. wht~h ean soeak {smart animal) 
and we si 11 bacf~ othe.~·s, .like animal.3, Why are they ha.'cr::d lik2 
animr.tJ. j n Thos •? peuple are .:.az;y peopl.e; they do not J.ike Q'.ood 
ch::ing,2, t.ney are ri-_11, s·1ame Jike antma.i, W11en they do net have 
fold, ,,!"€·y go 8tea.i. fr.:m other people. At ni.ght they will ~o 



~teal from others, stealing e~~s, chickens and so on. 

What will the owners de when they see? They will tie 
them, hit and f':tne r;hem. If one does not have money to oay 
them, wrat wil.ihe do~· He must sel1 his family and 1nher·itance 
to pay other for wnat he has stolen. So everyone must 
remember in mind that that person is a lazy person and steals 
things. 

All the people who have hearts and are not like those 
anima.L3 have to undersatand that the bad things are the things 
that wlL. bE' shameful. If anyone does these things, he will i'aJl 
on his face, or, lose facer Losing face is not, only himself 
but he '\';::.L~ iall through his relatives of the same famil:y 
rame. A. though they are intelligent and the leader of oeople 
'l'liey wiL lose face because of the single thief. 

Wha1; wi L be dc,.ne if he does not throw away thoE E 
lad hab:! l.s':' We must expel him from our village. If he i:tll 1 
continue~ to live this way, our things w111 be lost agajn. 
J t 1ast Le wil.l be put in jail and somet:lmes he will be kilJNl, 
~ hese an: <:;.he rules which the Hmoob people have followec 
from the oeglnning of their race. 

MAKING TifKEAD AND CLOTH 

11 i;he 01d da.ys we Hmoob did not know how to make c lvth 
<:.nd up to the present. We did not have education and we·re 
v1'!ry p .:icr' at the b·eginning of our race~ but our ancesto.i'.' ::. 
,:ould malce so:ne thread and clothes for themselves. They 
p.l.a.nt.e·i a kLirJ of small tree and use :lt to make their cL:..i:.h. 
When i~ uas oJ.d enoue;h, they cut and dried it, then peel.Ed 
o:~f tb ~ baPk and tied 1 t around a frame made of two niece> 
o:~ cro 3S(~d wood. Then they took it to a hand-operated 
loom a 1d t w.is·e;ed until it was good, and connect t;he piec e:s 
i.nto a .tong thread; l..ioiling this and mixing it with ashE ::. ; 
washlr•g __ t. and m:5.xing ;.;i"Ch wax and th:l'eshinp;. The thre;:her 
r as made of r·ock and a. wood long which is called "Zeb da.ts' 
end put mrer 7-t1e t.1read until it does not have coarse 
t :Lbers Then i"twas led onto the loom a.nd made into a ptc.oe 
c 1"' cloc.t 

Pft~~r that the cloth is ctved to a dark blue cn;.or 't-.y 
t sing, a Bpecia.1. kind of c<.:1ored grass. We must soak thj ~, 
frass 1~ a wooden tank until it rots and then take out e.ll 
the gras~ and use onJy the colored water. Then we burn 
1 green stone' to mak0 lime, put the lime into the water, 
:::.nd fiJ ter it to produ~e a r~al eo lor. 'rhen take this 
~olor ard dye Lhe ~lotn until it becomes black. 

W1€11 there were nJ Chinese and other merchants who weht 
l;o sell \' i oth !' they only wore their own clor.hinp; which t heymade 
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by thnnsel.ves. Tf anyone were a shirt w1t 11 a piece C·f btc:~r>" 
~ /. oth Hewn ;:m the sleeve~:; ,. ha~· perfnm 1"18.R a .,- ii~h peT'l3on 
.1. a.ny(!ne hai a si)Jter neckJar·f; or about tH 1f ~ci Jc r19.i-·;;l •.;;·,. 
en hh: neC'k:i they called htm a rich roan) <.~.wi. wen~ a tr;~ J~ \, 1 

t cLlk \I.'.:. th him 

J.fter•wards r our ancestors moved to La. .s,, and :,iere au.:e 
t c, ma.h· more money,, When merr hants went t ,, se i ·• e 1ot r 1 i:;ey 
rc1uld t·uy tt to wear~ and they forgot wea·'i ·.Dg" fit t:he p!'E'SEHP 
i tme, ! ot many people know how to make c1ci:i1 .-tikt: our c\nresto1 ~· 
They tif,e on.Ly the other> ra~.es' clci;.h to n:ake thelr 1; l.0U1~ ng .. 

Tr ls ts the C'ustom for naming a chi 1 d When o. :~h:.'t i. is 
three d.a;ys old.~ we ki11 two chickens to make a 1ir.a.mlDg 1

' :e:cemcn:-.. 
or hJi cal' the ch:lld's soul <~alled 11 Hu plig 1

•
1 WE' must i,:a' t hi.:n 

that ra.me until he is grown up and ma-r."'rl·~d Somer 1rnes tl·-! have i...., 
·t11angn his name .tf he is always sicic. I: means his st;t. ~- does nut 
·· ike h:I s name • 

When he gets his first ~htid, we ha•re -+.o 1-ntiite rdf'; pa.rf''",< 
1 n-law to his house. They have t.o k1 l.1 a r ;_g ar·ouni ., E 1:{ 
<"1enched fists' large. 'l'hls is done by nessm•1··1g w:lt.r <'. st.rlrg-. 
t· he string is folded in ha. Lf and t:ted aro;_ rd t hE· pj g, vrt..::n tr e 
rood :ts ready on the t.abl.e, they must t:;hank t-hR paren~ =···J.n··lav. 
'fhe o1d name must be given by his pa.rents-tr·· .. .L·:1.¥. '.l'n.e· be will 
h:1ve a double name. For example, a man ca 1 led ·•Kat u~ ,. may be 
11 Va Kai Lo~" or somet1meB they change the ',·;·ho.Le name It (lepc1d s 
c:n what t;hey like After that, they have .o tlrnn<<: thP pa "'''mta." 
t·1-law~ a.nd gi•·e one shoulder of the pork to tw: r,a:r:-encf3··-t.n-law .. 
'T'h:ls ts the cu~ Jf namine children and adults 

CHANGING .4 NAME 

There is another custom about chang:!.ng names whE'm Gome-one 
is sick.ll and that is gett:.tng another peraon ° s J uck to prdt..::c ;~ 
.:ind make the sick person well. If t;he men has net bee:: nick 
t11 .. nt:"e his pa1~e11ts gave hlm his name when he was bv.r·n;; tt. mearrn 
his soul likes his name. \tfoen he is st1."!:l: and the f ortun~'-te 1 ~"r 
d!i sco~rers that his soul does not like hif; name, his na.ine mu8t 
be changed. Sometimes h.is new name wi 11 cure him" We: ai.rnt,; 
request another person who har a different fa:n1.l y n~.me 
to prota<.·t· h:lm. We must request a piece 2r ~i~ver, .~hii;t. brin&s 
another person 9 s luck to protect him, so ~ha~ ne w11k bL In gouo 

health without stckness, 1s catJ.ed "Lucky money. 11 When he d• """= 
·irlytLlng, it will be good ::i.s ttl1se w1tl1 the ot.her family n::unf' who 



protect him. Theo.;i.d name will not be used at all. Thit> 1 s 
a custom which our ancestors used to do in the old days and 
still contim,e now. 

BUYING CHILDREDN 

The following dt~scription is about people who do not have 
children. The Hmoob expression for them is "Dry mother and 
dry father." 'When they do not have any child, they will go 
to look for someone who has an orphan~ or anyone who ~ants 
to sell a child. 'l'hey will buy that child to be their child 
What de. they think when they buy that child? 'rhey might 
thiruc t.hat when they are old, they can hear the sound ·of' 
water·, but they d'l.l' not have water to drink, They can see 
the fireplace, but they cannot sit near lt. They hope their 
c h1 ld ~·111 help them by then. But dL.- n•Jt be hesitated and 
must be careful about this. 

Tt1ere is a Hmoob proverb which runs: "Raise a chicken 
without morher you will hapve its legs, but feeding an 
orphan is like you are going to have ar. enemy. Raising 
a chic ken wtthout 11o•';her, you will have J ts wing;s, but feed in1i: 
an o.l.'pt.an is llke you are going to have opium relative." 
He may be bec.:>me your enemy in thefuture. How can he be 
your er::emy? He is not your own blood, you only give him 
food 1 EO somet;lmes he loves you, but sometimes he will become 
your e.-emy. 

F:-.r example, a. nan cal led "Chai Woua 11 had no children o tfo 
bougnc a Lao child and a Lao 1rheung child to be his o~n. 
Afte1•w3.rds he had daughters-in-law and grandsons. He was 
a 1 i-.: 11 man When bo,;h of them were old, their two sons wanted 
to k: . .i 1 them. They wanted to take a.11 of his money, so they 
killE~d both of their adopted parents; got all their thlnga and 
'burm~d the house 

Tr.18 is an 1mpo1•to.m, point f'or people who do not have 
child 3nd buy other peoples child to be their own. We 
have t ~ be careful alJOUt "this. Ever:. though you raise them 
fr•om w r,en the:y are ~still red' they are not your own blo,J>d. 
If you are not careful 9 it is like CB.tch:!ng a wolf" to keep 
in you~ chicken coop~ or catching a tiger tu keep in your sned. 

WIDOWS 

1I''iere ls a Cu:3tom tr.iat a man .;.an never' marry anotner man"•., 
wife~ ~xcept tor a w:~dow. Where are t\lfo or three brothers 
in a f.:nnt1y _. " ... he old.:•r brother dies. If he ·was marrie 1 ~ hi e1 
w1f'e b ::'!~mes ;1 wldl)W 'The paren-cs may picy the daughter-1n-~Icu11 
becaus :! she 1!3 nard-Norklng and ,,e!. .. Y i<Jnd 'I'hey give t~ t1:1e 
younge~ orotner. The younger brother can marry their older 
Sicl'l;er.-in-1.aw, but. older brother6 cannot IT![1.r-ry their younger 
sistr:•r -1n-1a~. 
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On the night of the last day of the funeral~ they reques~ 
tne oid men, the widow's parents and bruthers, and the cousins 
t:; consider. The man has to bow his sister--in-law who becomes 
his wife, and he also must bow to all the old men, since they have 
made the match for him and after that night, no man can play 
with the woman. When the funeral is over, the man has to kill 
·.wo chickens and s·2t out a table of food with cups of' alcohol, ano 
~clll a1~1 the same o,'.;.d men to sit at a higher place. Then the 
man who ·1dllmar1 .. y bows to the old men, to show that he will 
hc1ld h:~s b1~other' s fam~:.ly, and will marry his br'other' a wife. 
The old t ,en will then give their bless1ng:5 to him" When the old 
mE!n agrlln, he receives from them their advlce about the woman 
and then he can carry on hls famill in the future. 

Thl~ is the custom of marriage between the sister-in-law 
and the ~ounger brother. after the older brother dies. 

TABOOS CONCERNING DAUGHTERS-IN-LAW - . 

Thei:e ar•e the customs of' the Hmo(.lb; we do not know those 
cf' Lao. ·.rhere are many dlx"'ferent family names and many different 
c ust(;ms o With aome famLLy names, the daughte:t'-ln-la.w cannot go 
up to ch~ 1~tt (attic) of her parentsr house. If she does, the 
"Phi" will make her to be blind. The older and younger brothers' 
l'iives carmot; go int.o each other::;~ beds, and the mother and 
s1sters-5n-law cannot go into each othe~s beds. They also cannot 
use :Jne 1rashcl0th, but they live and eat together. The younger 
brother 2nd older sister-in-law, and the older brother and his 
:founge;" ~;ist;er-in-la.w •!annot sit nea1• each ether. They have to sit 
away fi~om ea.ch other o:~ there must be a person sitting between 
'them. 1In1s is the Hmo;)b custom, but my thinking is that 'they 
were o:"ie;ina li;; to· st::•ict. One was af"1 aid the other would 
st ea~ ~:wn1ething when h~ went into one 1 s bed. One was af'raid 'Cha.c 
ii~ som,:one el~e sa" near his wife, he would pla.y wt th her. They 
d:,.d tlds ror many •.:ent 11ries until at :La.st :lf. became the:ir cu~t:om. 
But th.ls way :i..s vex•y n;1r:row minded. When une has sometting, he wL .. 
lrnep j ·c :,n bis bed fr><nn so sumeone e.tse cannot go in. 11" a 
rrot:her does ncit N8.r . ..t. anyone t•:J eat her things, she will keep t;'bem 
ever the lo:n:; 11,at<::h.: :1 • The problem is 'i,hey are too posEessivf~. 
r.Ihere aN1 sti.1.l CEstcms like this in tne modern time. 

DEATH RI'l1ES 

The~;e are the Hmo•Jb funeraJ customs. A person in 'i: bis wo.r ld 
then he ~s alive. we can call 9 a personj, b0t when he djes, we 
call birr a spirii' or 1 Ph1'. 

When a persvn dies} they m~y have to take a gun anc. shoot it, 
~o he '/lL,J n-01.. bt=: <:! .1. ra. id when he goes a.1 vne. When they f! h\'.)Ot, 
they take it and say tu the dead body that he must not be afraid 
becaus:; · .. hey will. sho-;::, t the gu1~ thref~ t.imes, so the dead 
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person ea(1 find his way to his grandparents. Afte1• say:•.ng that, 
that pe1•son takes the gun outside and shoots it three t::Lmes, 
sometimE'B more" 

ThE!rl they discuss who they will request to help them car.1.•y 
the dead person. Theyrequest important people such as: the leader 
fthe man who shows the way to the heaven for the dead),the man 
who co.::>P. food; the man1ger, the man who plays the "Khen", the 
g::-ave digger, and ..:-;thers to help those people. 

Wnen. those pe<;.ple come, they set up a cable and 1"111 cupB 
\'r:lth c:~lrohol~ putttng them around the table and call the~m to a:tt 
E.round j·; •• Arter ~hey drink the alcohol, the relatives of the dead 
l:neeJ.. arci bow to one per-son at a time, requesting them t(• do 
the d"YfLLCUlt jobs-

Aft er tnat, the first wor•k to do ls that of the man who 
! hows tt E~ dead man the way to heaven to see his grandna1·e~nts. 
leopie jn the Korld have never seen this at all, but thty 
relieve :!.t, and the thoughts and beliefs of the ancesto1•f:: hact 
~et the eustoms for the Hmoob to follow up to the present. 
lt seernt' to have twc ways. 

Wh( 1 one is a u.ve, he has one way to 11 ve, but when one 
dies, lw has another way to go. He has to follow that way ba ,k 
to his e::'."andparern.s in heaven. 'rhis is only thoughts or visi0ns,. 
some peC•)le still cel1eve in spirits; the people who be~!eve 
in God hHe thrown away those customs, 

'ThE! leader, the man who shows the way for the dead to go 
tu heave,1, will cati him as a spirit \ghost). People and 
spiriLB ,annoL speak to each other, so they must cut a p~ece 
of bamb<iJ about five inches long, and s;lit it into two pieced. 
We ca.tJ , :1ese 11 Ncxhib ntawg • 11 It looks like this 
-~~::'.'.'.': ~=,r·:: __ -_~_=:.?, <:-~~-~u ·r-~-c;..,-_k~ .. ~~·-v......,,.....~_.,....· -~---~ ......... 
, __ ·~ . . ..=-:T: .. '"' -· ·~" ~· . ·~---·--···- ..'!..__ ___ .] __ __._ ! ~: ~ .~../ 

'~hese ai·:: r,he way the "Phi 11 can .:;peak to people. They h:~ -c th1>! 
.wo stic !(S together over the chest uf the dead body each timt~ 

' hey wane to know whether the dead wil; accept something the~' 
~;ive h:ir:t. '1hi lea.Cler pours alcohol into a cup and giVt!B :tt .,o 
'.he df a(, body~ tel.it: the dead body to dr:l.nk the alcohol and 1;1·1at 
1 ta wiJ J. ghc.iw the way to heaven to him. He hi ts the sti<:ks 
1 oge ,:_he1· once again and pours the a1c~1hol into a bottle i'or t i-ie d 
< ead boC..}' to t.Lke tc, heaven. Then he iaays to the dead body, 
11 When y<i·.\ were alive, you were a person, but now that you hav(::'.) 
died,. yo 1 are a sp.tri t. You will trave .t back to your gl'a.ndpa..,.ents. 
You mus I:. -i;hank the f>pir it, s of your house, the door spir ;" i~s, Su 
that they w1 d release you to return. 11 Then the leader !:-urns s0me 
silver <:~ "ld go .. d paper to give to the dead body, to use 1;c thank 
the huu~; ~ spir·1 ts for being a 1 lowed t;1 go back. When he lead~. the 



dead mar1 .. ut:::lae, ne tell h: the dead man tl.1 th<:i.nk the sp'Lri ts r 
tt1a t are!a > moum.aina, and the -:.:.~¥her sp11~i t-s because tnes havE: 
nvt allc,wed him to go yet. When he was a .11 ve, he t1sed their 
water, firewo.od, things~ Then the leader burns sone papers tv t:he 
dead m~r so ne can thank these spirits. 

The dead man will be led thr~ugh a1· the places he had llve1, 
tJ the place where tis parents gave birth tv him. The leader 
t =lla tl «~ dead man to, put on his clothes which he wore when he 

was borr . His 1 t~ lutnes r are the water whi .... :h covered him bef"oJ:e 
h•~ was t,n•n and ·chey buried it under the bed that his mother s·:: ept. 

Wh~ li ne has dvnt:: thls ~ the leader- will oJhuw him tht:: way 
,, ha-c he •dn go t., heaverl and he nas to put ..in his threc.c:ed m11. es 
¥hi~h he wit1 be able to walk through tne mountain of oeteroilJar. 
'J he;y use a spe<.;ia_:.. thread to make a paiJ• or snoes f'or the deact 
nan~ Th: tearier telJ; s thr~ dead :man that at'Cer he has pc: f:,sed 'd·10.:ie 
n ountair a, he imtuta t go thr'Algh a c lift", 11igers wi1; open the:i.r 
no~ths au wide as tbe hole of a dragon~ ~s large as a CE~e, ~o 
te muet. pL..t. his spe~ial turead into the dt~a.gons' mouths c.nd 
1ocks ot the Llgers. Then they wili fall duwn and he ce.n find 
the way to go through Lhose pla0es. The leader also t~~ls the d 
cead mar ~hat wheh he ~lll arrl\e at a village, his cock crows 
the .. t:icl'S answer,. the}' will rtj(, be hid g:t .. andparents. lf his 
·;Gck <<.r(ms the other <mole do nof;, answers they will be hts 
~randparents. If ~heit ea~s are as large as fans and their 
e;;es a.:"e ao big aJ cup.~ s r hese pe1•sons are his grandpare·ncs. 
rhe f'athE~t· wt.11 Jwnp on rdn sklr,t and he wil'~ be his gr•andfat.her. 

T:1ef1e are the: deac~ cm.n.-..mt:> thal~ vne ieader show the dead 
man t.h~ uay to heaven ·co :see his grandnar'encs. 'I1his is c•nly 
a very s:1aple vnt-, 

~?HE BLOWING PIPE~) "KHEN" AND BEATfNG OF DRUMS 

'J~he.t•e is an-e ,.,her ct.. st .;m of' death and the ftmeral-bl;:. wlng 
tnd bea~·ng arum~. After shoAing the way for tne dead rran, the 
nan whc plays the 11 Khen" has the sec<.,;1d ta.sk" They hang a dr·t..n 
jn t,he m:.ddte of 1.tie bu:Lding The se1~,md man plays the 11 Khen 1 

l n a way ·whicr. is c.,al iPd "Qeej 1.u siav'1 means 'the pray1 r.g 01 
the last nreathe. it ia almos~ tikk the praying t1 sho~ the way 
tc heaver1" When cne fiI•:st., one ls done, t11e se0i::md one 'Vi111 te 
::!tarted. 1 w·hJ<.h is tall~=d "Qeej L·Sa nees 11 mectns 'the pra:ying t;f 
get-ting t.h~ biG,dy on th•:;;' ho1"se' • Then the mourne!"s bring four 
sticks - two piece·::i as shu.r-t as the b ... dy, and the •.:tthers .long 
80 the;/ tan car t'':l ; ue )udy r1ver their 3h ,_, ld:e1•s b_, make a 'hors~ 1 

{stret•;hF(·· ,,::yr th~ t:o::1.y Tt is shapt::' .,Jke this: 



'horse 11 ana tighten it 
building, in ~he ~ack. 
1 to raiee the horse!. 
or 'rai~e horse pig'. 

on the horse. They han~ it inside the 
~~hey cail this "Tsa nees," which means 

They kill a pip: called 11 Nnua tsa r1ees 11 

After that, they have other work to do. They will have 
11 Khen" ~·;ories played, stories called 11 Qeej noj tshais 11

, mean1nr; 
t."le stor·.r of eating breakfast, "Qeej noj sus,' meaninp; that story 
of lunch, and the other· one ls 11 Qeej j oh hmo," which means the 
story of dinner. They do as they did when the body was alive. 
They m~e.: have three kinds of story so they can cail the custum 
of spiel ... s. 

lf ~hat dead body had a large family, he has many sons and 
c a.ughter·.3, daughters-ln--la w, and sons-in-law. His sons will have 
1 o buy < .:1.c cle to klll for him. They will have to ca.L. othp:..:• 
i eople ~.\lCh as the sisters, brothers-in-law, and eons~ancl daurshters 
· .n-la.w t ~· come and see the body as he died. 

'l'ht: f·une1:aa . .1 ha~; -cwo names on two days, the fh.,st ca .. led 
'hm;:b qhua txws, 11 which means the day those people \guents) cone 
1 ogethe::c} and the second called "hnub sam sab," which P-Wctns the 
c.ay the3 will bury the body. 

rfhc1 5e people c&;rry ineens.e sticks> s i.L ver and p;old nape1 .. , 
pigs, chickens and alc<i'.f'fC}l. They car·r·y r;uns with them} and wher 
they ~nt.·=r the vtl 1.age and near to the dead body's nou:H~, the ".f 
shooi:: th~ir guns to warn the people at the house. '11he peon le ln 
the houB~ must shoot one shot to answer them. When they r;et 
nearer 1.) the house, the people who carry thin~s start cryin~. The 
man who ;)lays the "Khen" and those who carrying the ni·~ and ~u1-:.s 
will con1? later. They shoot their guns as if they were makin~ 
war. A~.1 the relatives, and uous1ns of the house carry incense 
and kne(: l down at the back door to bow in greetinp; those people 
who nav~~ come to see them until they come to get them un. rr.1en 
·;hey tur 1 fac(~ t:> the body and bow each time after the rna11 wh:i 
)lays 11 J~'1en 11 a.nd d. man preachinp.; by words finishing say Lnr; one 
;ime, ':n.ey d0 th1.s until those two men finish their nr1?aC'hinp.:. 

Duping the nl.ght: before the funeral day Gomes, the.r will :!all 
;ome pe()ple who knows cust(1m very well to come to the h.::,-1rne. 

'
1hey ui: 1 set up a table with alcohol and those old men will slt 

.tround ·,hat t;able to talk about everythln~ that the dead tiody had 
done oe·'ore, and the l labiJ 1 ties he had. The imoortant man •:>f 
.hat t,roup of peop ..... e has to "Calk and give questions to ::nAm om: 

')y one \jecause the ot,hers mus r. not hear what he had said to one 
persor 1\ second before. They will have been doing this until they 
finish the problems. 



(14 .. 

Ear1~ in ~he next morning, on the day w~ich called 
"tlnub aam sab" which means the day they will burJ t.he lJ~Jidy. 
They tnll ~he c~usins and sons to ~1e a&ttle ~n the podta 
whlch ha\H~ spec.ia.J ly been ~et; up. Sometime,g each s01'1 na.s to 
b~y one animal, but \;h1a depends on who is rich. These 
anlma ln at"e cd.ven {lames t1 ke this: one J s for his har·d-wo!"l<ing; 
was, one ls the pr1.;.<i:.:; or hls daughters .r onl': is the sons! -
After that they ~ar~y the body out 0! the bauk di0r and carr) 
1t around the place whe~e they w111 pLaae 1t. rr the oody ts 
a woman, they go around tor f'ive tjJnes. If t.ne body is a man, 
they go ar,;.;1.md se,ten timed. '!'hen they hang 1..he b0dy between 
two po~. ta which ectpec1a J~ y set up for h:lm.. '11hen hhe °Khen" 
bluwe-z· olays his "Kher!" to gi 'le '~hP- animals t<: ·\I.he body, 

Ea~h group of' people who l~·_,me to v isi \. must request a 
p~rsv?1 c" k1'1l t:he a.nlmats they have, and take ca!"e 0f it.. 
Afte~ 1.ney kill ~he an1mals 1 they gl~e meat to the people 
who ho:v~ come t·J hei.p them; eac~h person receives about 1~wv 
fH' tm•e ~ kl. \os er more. For the group of' import.ant pe<)ple 
who · vM~ see the oody and help the tasks will take 'the hump 
of ed("h an 11na~ ~ 

P .. 1 abou·c f~..Jlur or .f"1. \.'e o 'c ock !.n the af terr1uon, t)1<"!Y' w.L ~ 
move th~ nody t.:, .J..ts g:l'.'aveu Aft.er they put ·che Dody in the 
gr Ea.VF> c. id 1 i !.J w5.1,h ear th t •. :i make a -:emei..ery, tne rela.;:,vee 
~:nee . c.l. i.md e: aid~· of the grave ar1d bow three ··· J..me •~\-' i,hanlt 
tt .... c:,- p~..:ple~ ~rtK" he:;ve uome t•; help them. 

Ai r.er tN ... t th~y go back h0me, ..ltld "Chey ha·..re to wauh theli' 
nandr t1-:fore entet•ing Int~, 1~he hot.se" It means to wash away 
tne ~ac iuck they had. 

AFTER BURIAL, - HELEASlNG ·rHE SPlRl'I'S 

Tt.'"r'e i.~ ari-11..her 1!USt•:>m after bur1ai ~r the br,dy, l:l' 
re1t"ase· i:he .;:1plrlt After· the body ":las been bur1ed f'..:r 1..2 
1ays, ci 1e month, iJne :JF.fil" 1..W mor·e, 'tne:y mt.st re . .1.€0.Be ttH? 
spir- ~ -c ;c gt) t~ heaven t.o be anotner person or whateVE!r ·1 t 
~an l) Why dl.' the:Y cau t.hl:1 1 He1t";'c.sing tnE> ~pl:c-1t? 1 

Bee.a.~ St ~ when tlH:· man d:i ed, tney lc11 1 ed an.\maJ s :t-.ir- h.1'1' and 
i...led t!L eacl d!'L"1.nd hia feet and hand.s,. 3,, fo~ C:JUld i10t f .lnd 
the· wa:. t'I. neo.'li.n, He is in d1fflt:t•l.i,1·~s, ;:.;::, thoi. t.n'2~' mus~, 
relear:H nis spll'I Jfl. 0rder to un·U.'° thu.:.e c.hings i'l"'Om his 
bt-dy a1'1 n.j"h:ing "11:. h"t.nder· h1m, and. then he will t1a'.;P <1. Wct'­t., Jc ls· i,he ~ ot.rier !'u{':f"::' • • 



Thsy go back and request the same people wh0 came to help 
them when the man died, to come to finish their job. rrhe 
people 1n t;hs house thank them by giving them personally cup 
of' alc!ohol in the case that when the man died, they came to 
help them to carry the corpse to bury. So they must set a 
table of alcohoi to thank those people. 

Then they take a rice thresher as they have spirit . They 
t ·se p:~ec es of' bamboo to make a cross to set on the thresher, 
so that it looks like a person ls sittin~ on it. They put 
<:. shi:rt or tilouse on 11he figu1""e if the spirit is a woman. 
'Jlhey eal 1. it "Kauj vab 11

, which means 1 the round, ctrcular 
thresher 1 • When this is ready, they request a person to take 
it to tre way where they will put the spirtton it. The parencs 
~r couslns of the spirit must go ahead to the cemetery, to 
invite the spirit. When they arrive at the cemetery, they say 
n'I'oday ife come to receive you to our home and will release 
you,{..:> reaven, so you must go"" They cry from the cemetery, 
~ack to the thresher which they set out on the way. The 
"Knen'' :lower olays his "Khen" and wa.its at the thresher for the 
spirit. Befor.e they take the thresher home after they had 
Jut the spirit 1n~ they kill a small dog and use its blood 
to rub the gate which they build on the way. They cut the 
jog's head oft' and throw the head and the body at oposite 
sides of the pa.th. This means that after ne dled, he becomeis 
E~ "Ph'.. 11

, so when t;hey take the spirit into the house, they 
must; do this t:i separate the cemetery spirits, so they can 
take ~ml y the good sp:Lri t to their hotusr.~. Before they ente1 
to the i-01,..;se, they give food to the spirit and then take the 
~ ,piri i. j ntv the house. They go around the fire-place three 
times arJ then place lt beside the fireplace. 

r.~h~ y ki1 l a plg and make food for the spirit. The leadr::.1 
or tbE~ r r•eacher talks to the spirit :i.n different ways, not 
the samE ;:1,s when one dies. saying "Eat only what you eat, 
~rink 0·ly what you drink. Do not give to the wild spirits 
if ycu jo not 'L;1~3~ all. If you cannot eat it all, pour it 
lnto yoJr gourd bottle. If you cannot eat it a~l, pour it irto 
your c~:.~~o carrying tube. Take those to your grandparents; you 
nill live with them in a cool and ca1m city, of lightened 
skies aid dry earth, and you will have food'' This is the way they 
3ay whei the man died. 

~!~ they release the spirit, he says "Now you eat and untie 
}YOU!' ' .t C' 0 Ular• :r'lCe thresher> and untie your 'threaded Shoes', 
so yo.i :-:an go to be another thing." This is the custom which 
t.hey <.at ~- "Unty 1.ng the 'threaded shoes w and thread.'' 
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Aft·~r 'giving fcod' to hhe spirit, they send it back to 
hls home. Then the preacher comes to say to the spirit 
11 1~ow we :1ave untied al1 your animal st r:i.nes, your 't.hreaded 
shoes' s and you have te> go back to your home; the termite w111. 
carry ea ... th over to your home 11 and he hits the "Txhib ntaw~," 
two piec<~s of bamboo, or the 'interpreter' one time to the 
spirit. Then they request the same person to carr:v the 
circular rice thresher to the gate when the spirit cmnes. 
Then they destroy the shapeJ they take the shirt and cakes 
back. T~ey roll the rice thresher along the way to the 
oemtery . If it turns the right side up, it means that 
tte spirlt does not want to go yet. They will ~ive a small 
cup of alcohol to the man who rolls it. If the rice thresher 
t1rns up side down, it means the spirit is happy to ~o. 
1r~.is is :he cust@m which they cal1 "Releasing the spirit 
s' he ;::a-: go to oe w the other race' . 11 

APPEASING THE SPIRIT OF THE DEPARTED 

There is a custom about the grandoarents who have died, 
a~d who come back &o ask for animals from their sons, and 
gr>ands,·ms. 

Whe~ a person is sick, a fortune-teller may discover that 
his gran~parents would like to have an animal, a cow with 
llorns :so long they can reach the skies and a tail so lonP-c: 
af; to drc-.g on the ground, so that person will be cured. 
They f·rEt burn a bundle of silver and gold paper, asking 
pE;rmis:~i ~ n from their grandparents to .took for a cow from 
the to1m of Chinese. rrhey say they w:lll _tet the mother 
become a slave and the father to be a coolie so they can 
earn mon: y to bUJi that cow for the old '~Pil'i t t. They ask 
that the old spir:tt. take away the sickness, and say when the 
wan is ct~ed, they will go buy a cow for the old spirit. 

Afttr that, lf the patient is cured, they have to look 
for a CO\'', lt muBt not be blind, with a broken leg or withcnit 
one ear. It must be good in every part of its body. The 
cow must not be striped, but red or black is acceptable. 
'.Ihey then tie the cow to a post, and cut two figures out 
cf cloth to resemble two persons. They name one the 
daughter-·in-law who comes with the grandfather who takes the 
c~w. They hang these in the house and tie to them the leash 
o.· the C(.:i1'1. After the:1 present the cow to them, they kill 
the cow, and cut out the liver, lung, stomach, and intestines 
·c;o give to the Spirits, Which they Call I tai t • Wr1en Chey p;iVe 
~hese ~o the spirits, ~hey say only good things that the 
spirit mi.,,st take away ·:;he sickness when he eats -cheir feed. 
Then thel give this to the spirit or their house, and 
.;hey g:> ciutside and gi 1e it to the sp ~ ri ts of the mountains 
and the ~·pil'."i ts of t.he four corners of the world. 
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SomE~times after that, they may have to 'present' a pip: 
to the gPandmothe1". The pig, called 'npaa tai' , rm:.i.st be 
lc.Llled at the midnight, and they will not let any girl or 
boy to sHe what they do because when children or women see 
it, they will l~ugh, ard the spirit will hit their mouths and 
make it twisted to one side (i.e. paralyzed). ~~en eat t.hat 
night and the women and others can eat the next morning. 
This is the Hmoob custcim of makinr.; 'spirit cow' 'Nyu,1 dab• 
and npua tai'. The case of spirlts hit· ones' mouth and 
paralyzing it is true. I have seen many peonle like that, 
who loo-kHd at this spirit custom and laughed. 

~mE HMOOB COME FROM CHINA - WHERE ~rHE DEAD GO 

The Hmoob at f'.!.rst settled in China. The Chinese a L1'lays 
t1rea.tem:d the Hmoob people so they could have their animals 
a ld things, and the Hmoob were killed or tied up. So th1~ 
H10ob peDple had to flee from China, from place to olace '.mti1 
a; last ·;hey arrl•.red in Laos. They had crossed the red .ind 
g· ,een )-:>i rers before they entered Laos. So for people wh' 
c une fPon China" when cine dies, we must show him the way 
b1ck to .he place where he was born. 

The::>e was a woman called "Pog Ntxoov Nab" or "Po Zo:1is Na,. 
w 10 wa~ !)Orn in China r.:ear the 'sand river' . When she w.:i.:i 
150 ye~rr::; old, she diec., but before she died, she told a.1 
cld mar. ii/ho knew where she came frorr. and where she was bo::>n; 
how mar·y ,,. illages we1•e on the way, and how many rivers, 
'only th~~ la1•ge ri.ver•s; . They had to show her all the way 
back, EO she could thar:k the spirits of those eountries 
fo1• thE use of the tr wood, water and so on. She would not: 
be ablE 1;0 cross those two rivers back 3 so she had to get 
money to give to the s~il~rs to sail her to the other 
hanks, b1:?cause, when she ca.me, she paid money to satlors. 
Then the;: gave s:tlver and gold paper to her. Then when s'ne 
a ·!'.'rlvec1 s shL' would be ab.le to find her clothes and the pl.:ice 
w1ere s~? was born . They burned the paper to her to use 
tJ thank the spirits of each village where she had lived, 
u 1t tl sh1~ go t.o h<t~'.':" grandparents. 

THE FLOOD 

Thi 3 is a :3tOl"Y about the great world flood. The old 
p!ople Bild tha~ there were once millions of people in this 
W)rld, b1t it flooded, and the people ail died. 

At ·;hat time 9 people made a dr·um. and put a brother ~.nd 
sister' i:1 1 t. ~rhe people all died in the flood, e:iecept these 
t~wo, Hh1:m they ea.me out of the druro, they found that ther•e 
wa.s no o.1e left. irhey wanted to be married, but they were ot• 
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the same bl:oHd and ashamed. 'l'hey did not know how t do tci 
:repopulate the world. The man sald "If we cannot d<" this, 
t.e ::;hould take twc piece ts ot r'{)C;k; pu'c together and roll 
drownhj_ll to see what they wi..d lvok like. If they turn the 
right side up, we cannot marry each other, but if they turn 
the up side down, we can marr·y. 11 'I'hen they put two piec.es 
Gf rc~k 'together and rolled them dcwnhill. When they C;(.1me 

to 1•eat ~ one rock was unde1"" the other vne, and the other one 
turned up side down over the fir•st.. Then they thought they 
could marry eac.h other to make people and &pread them all 
c.1ver the woJr·JLd" 

Afte.i:•wards they h•l.d a chtld, but they did n.ot knofl how 
carg~ ,~hE! world war.. ;so they decided to· send an eagle a.nd 

<J t ,.,ad ti· ll-)"''k over• th1~ skles a.nd ear~h. They sent the t,Jad 
v,o meairnr•e i:.he ea.r"h. When the toad ~ame back after three 
days~ ·>t:mrch .. Tney th•)Ugh'L the 1:.0&.d w.:uld have gone ar.:;und 
everywl1e1•e ~ t>ut it had only sat in a track of a cow., The_y 
a.aked .;hE toad, "Toads how lar-ge is the earth?" 

"Oh: the earth is as narrow as a footprint, it is net 
t .. g en·O'UE.h fo!' people to use. The earth is a'.s narr·,;i,w as 
Ci palm, jt, dut::S n 1ot enough for pe;,ple 1 s families 'to live .. 11 

answered the t-oad, The cvuple did i1ot be] ieve the tvad. 
lhen they released the eagle so it c~uld louk uver the ~~rld. 
'lhe eagle! flew until its wings and tail were worn out ar,d 
J f; at ill did r,ot c,0uer the wor•ld. Wher1 it returned, they aekec 
The sa'Iie questi:\J:n, the eagle sa:l.d. 

aThf: world is very· lar•ge. 1 had nu•t covered the wet< ld 
oefore my wings were •orn out." 

Then the c0uple ~is very angry and they bit the toad 
~1Lth a pleee . .;,f' wo,)~d.. When the toad W"1idd die, it cursed 
... nem 8ayfr1g, "Yi..1.4 pe,;pJe a.re evil-hearted, you k11l me "Wi~h 
,,.he,t plet.e r:. .. ; WOld, fr•Jm fliJ'W on, your cn11dren will die and 
fJeople 11. th:::.3 wcrr]d w.Hl d:ie as I d:i(>, 11 Since then the 
p•:ople h• th18 wor·[:d have '1.-c die. "OlH~ ls born, one dies.'' 

Wht'Ht thei.r sen 1<J.a::> bt101, he 11 &d, 'i'hey sliced up hi8 
J:' •. esn am. threw ph:ces awa.y to e<c t"h pJace, giving each one 
fami:i y m.me. Thu ti t.here have been many family name~ which 
:rms c:ont, nued up t . .., the present. We ca.Jll these tw0 peracns 
n Hka1.;j i;: o vhlab NI•avg Ot:1." 0:r> "Ctr·· ia c,nd Dau Ong." 

Thif; is t.rue i.,hat wac~rs fl@~:ded the world> but people 
cHd not iia.ve re<:~-crd.s. 'l1hey 1ld n~t know about let-ters, so 
they jus( rememne.r•ed in their• minds and -cti•ld their· sons 
ganeration after generati~n. Afterwards, people ca. led lt 
a 'leg:ena:< But lt was a'legend' only for the people wtc 
QA n0~ kn;w about letters, to keep in rheir minds up to 
t-'Ae pr•esEm'L 
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This is a story of 'the ways of an orphan. Everyone .Knows 
that orphans do nut have parent3 t.o take ca1•e of them. •rhe~,.­
aomet.imes de not have broither nor sister at al.L Here is 
a story, 

There once was an o:r·phan ·whose pa1•ents died when he was 
a little boy. Nobody would give food nor clothing to him, 
and he did not have any shelter nor f·~od. He requested f,J,.}d 
from other people, but they did not pity him. They give him 
'..';heir wheat hulls and their extra ~l©thes. When he was hungry, 
he used those wheat hulls to make a littJe rice soup and looked 
t·or shtJi.(]t,s and things '~o eat with his rice eoup. At dinnertime, 
h~.s heari. 'bit hard' and he said "The released cow eats b:tt'Cer 
gra&.5. l, an orph.a.r1 without par'ents and good fo.Jd, eat wheat 
hulls '30t.p with my tealt" burns in my l1\'e1'. The released C\UW 

eats salty grass. I, an orphan withcut parents and good foad~ 
eat wheal ~oup with my tear bitter in my heart." His tears 
t:Jvwly ri.:1:1 led out of' his little tvw blac:k eyes through his 
~ity cheeks and then dropped on the ground without retarning 
llke his pa.rento who passed away and never returned o "He 
t houghc z.~.t the pc:ver-cy he had been ha\l lng andthe future that 
te C:Q.·uld ne'ij'er see what would l~ok like when he said euch very 
:.:ad word~i wi-cho1..u:; n~a.r•ing by any·one, except the writer! 

This 1s a. oto.r'y t11at the old people could call 'a sad 
at.ory of an :orphan' showing the poorness and hardest time of 
orphans ~ven up to the present genera~i~n . 

. i a~n talking abou" one step ot" words to teaan orphans. 
Grphan.~ 6! n,,t have an:wne who will lvve them, but whoever is 
cme, doe£:. not need 'en i)e sorry. As the old words said, nwe 
do not pt.. t ~oak over t;tlr heads~ we de not tie vine arciund our 
waists~ ~e w151 grow up, we have hands and legs, we will 
do eve-Py thing as hard as we can, so that we wi.tl ha1re foi0d." 

Lr' any\.•l·~ J.s an orphan and he want e his l tf'e to be per•f e~~ t 
.ln ~-he f1 tu1 e, he has i'.-o t.h1nK and plan what hLs life will be 
l.tke, w.,enhe ls grown up, he wants h'ts l.!rve t,() oe good, he he:.;':! 
tc· nave :; wif'e t::> take car·e vf his rami.Xy. He will have 
rrni tdren t~J' serve him ln the future when b'~1th of th.em are old. 

Wne,.. .tie wl 1 l get. rnarr led» he has t.u take thoug11t, so 
wr1en he gets llis w1f'e, r~i.1e w1Tl be happy to live w1th him a.nd 
t ::tke car:: ~pf his family~ Jt he does no1t think carefully at 
U.rst when t1e get,s his w1fe, she will. n .... t. live with him as 
he d<0es '."tot h"rn::: a hr::nrne, nc fCJ;)d, no ~th.iking equipment and 
n1th1ng. SometlmeB she mlght dl~oece him. 

Vf.ne,, h~ J!s g•:-own •li.P, he must be a l1a.cd-working man. He 
m...1si.. b-=: J·ne who v wa.shei, h.ls hands and r'ee:t.' • He has -co J_ea.rn 
huw tu. mlKe ::;_ riee f'ie.Ld, and plant r·t",:;pB. HP has tJi lear·n 
hew tie, 0111c ;-; i°'hA1se~ he has to c.i.ear av~.und. tus !101.se, t,, 
bLild t:.n3-irs, a'."ld 'tao.l.ef!JI b.nd buy ct,,ckli1~ equipment. He nas 
i;< ra lfle a.n Ln1:1. ~ 5 c:.11d po •. U o..-ry c'"' s.ell a •. c1 earn nt<.wiey to marry 
~ wi1e .1..t' h·.~ ilk,eB no( >jo tr1at. when he t~~t.s marr~o::d., he wll.l 
hE.<:·e 1c-,t• t~·(-, )lf"'' a t}1a\1e tu eat·n e.n;~Hli.gL m··1c?.:1 tr pav; t.·.~· n ~· 
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T~en his wife and himself wilt be happy. 
he has to nelp heI· in watever she does. 
rte has to help her, and his l it'e will be 

When he ~ets his ~:rP, 
When she does somettiir1ri:, 
happy and ~ood. 

After his meals, he will have to sharnen his knives and 
n.achetef.. His wife has to prepare foud for their lunch. He 
till leed his ~ife to do their rice field and others. If their 
fiel::l de es not burn we11, they have todo it again~ draP'i:::ing: 
the logf: to the. edge: of i:;he field. If he plants crops vex•:v 
near· thE· edr;e of tne f'ield, 1 t wt 11 only feed squirrels and 
birds. He has to plant any crops he can f'ind. When the r:r,ras .. 
gro\•1s uy:,, he and his wife have to weed so they can have crops 
ln their· field. When anyone can do .1 ike this, his life \'1111 
b9 good 3 without any trouble. 

When he has enough :rood, what shvuld he do and act when 
poor p.:rnple ask for th inr.;s from them? Both of' them must he 
.l<:.::mJ, nj t;y and love ot.:Jer peorle who are still poor and have not 
enou~h food f'or themselves. 1l1hey must supnort anyone wrc comes 
t-o borrou or request f::."om them without any interest frorr therr. 
v.'1; ~ Hrnooll never ge\: any interest from the money we loaned to 
f:omeot•e at all, except for someone in the present if he 1 s a 
.. tttle ~;1.lngy man. When he lends money to someone, he rever 
Eets any interest. This is the pure-hearted person that he tae 
tillin~s to help other poor peoole to ~et rid of their trouhJe~. 
Jf both of them do not have enough th1n~s to ~ive or loRr to 
them, trey should have a meal for them when peonle come to sn 
them, \.\hen someone x:ilJs an anlmal and has r?;OOd rood~ crd tt,P~.­
come to invite them, tney should go, and then they should in\ te 
c ther peopJ e to come to eat and repay them, ~-Then they rave Tl'f' B.1 
jn his ~ouse just once, then people will kn0w and under~tand 
that h~ is a good man and hard-workina. ~oreover, if he doe5 
better and better and ne is wise, he may become the leader. 
tlhethe-r• he is a leader or• not, he wi1l be well-Jrno\''n. Ct her 
')eople \\:·_u say somethinc; good f'or· him. He will be fameit.is 
and rescected as well as the ochers who have hi~h rank and 
htgr1 of'Lcials. 

T1EHe are the words to teach orphans the ways they f'hould 
b~:?have and fo U.owin their• future. lf t-hey can do like this, 
I am s·.n·o that their lives wi.ll oe good for them forever> and 
they i.1iJ _ receive good words i'rom other people. 

SONS WHO GO ASTRAY 

1 c11 not ~olng to prot.est. t.he rieh and m•aise the p<ior, t,l t 
_ am i:;;o:lng to tell about boys who have parents and do n~;t. hav--· 
Jarents. Boys wno nave parents have enough food, money 1 clot. :_n~ 
rnd anything they wane, They have cattle~ and horses. ~'hey 
t ~m ha.VE whatever t.hey like, 'rhey have no need f'or thinf;s 01 
ether people. but we have to be careful 0f their future in th~ 
( a.::.e. cipoai te of the orphanR who are poor"~ they arP strui 'ced 
lo 1mprcre their tives. 
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• l ~un going to desc.H'ibe about a bGy who has r11.:h paroente 
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nnd he toes n0t need to be careful about learning and dJing 
~.n:ything:, at last he may become a poor man. Boys who have 
I•arents and orphans h(:l:ve t:o be c:aref·u1. so that poverty wi.U l 
n:.;t be E.ble to (;at ch y(IU. 

Some boys have rich parents and everythinp; th~~ need they 
van have at an~ time, Although their parents &re rich, those 
money arid property a:r·e not those boys v oW'n. 1rhey will f}pend 
their· ;n~mey w1 thcut thinklng. When t;hey have everything, the;9 
dro anything whate~et' they wam;. IJ.1hey de· not ligten to anyone 
e'lfen che·lr· parents. But$ when their pareffi;S become a.ld and 
pass a•ay, these b0ys will spend their money just like Lurning 
t l"Jei.t' ha.nds tw:'f.t'e; the it• money will be gone" S.}me boys are 
sm~.:r:·t ~ ~.'hen their parents: pass a.111ay, tney spend their money 
t 1'"' buy animals fol'.' their parents 1 sp11-·its. After tha't they 
u:3e their> parent-a 9 money t.u1 do business to· follow their parent . .:5 v 
t t•ack~ a.nd at last 1chey hec .. ;;me i•ich people as th~:tr paY"t:~n'ts. 

8mH~ boyr.. are not ca:i:•e:ful, When thetr parents pas~: away,, 
ti1ey havB an 5"nneritance and try tv dD business, but do not 
~ ucceed, One may 1eap here and there some times, or, 1f l'te 
tee::; pet.,pl.e playing carda, he may use that money to pla;). 
~ '1'j\met.Lile ti he might .~Jae al) .;,~f hts money. Some boys mig,tit 
J earn 311oklng opi11m and use thelr money tub uy opium tu E,moke·, 
~omettme5 at ::ast they become begga1•s. This is ttJe way that 
j~ may ~appen ana 1t is aleo a point for the young boys must 
t e caieftd. and keep in their minds and keep their eyes c,pen. 

· 'It1Ey mt~s't. think that• ·r.he money and lives of" the pat'ents 
a.:t"e .t:nly for them., Th-~y mu5t leax•n to wol"k and l:HJk for things 
t:hat wt Li. serve t.-hell" li\ifes in the future since they have not 
.1na a~y yet. They mu3t make their living for their ow~ live&. 

Rm i:;an 1,;.i:phans b~c;.ime rich when the ones who have rich 
parent·5 might become p::ior~; Bec.ause the;,· are :.:rnr·ef'ul in d.(>1ng: 
tt1eir fch,1 Dr anything they <San ea:rn a llt.'cle mot1ey. Wbe·n tbe.r 
d11 ar:,y .h: ng for> any h.tgh r·aruc person or• who ever can give the·m 
a lltrle mone~, they must try to be hard-workingbJy6 Arter 
Eometl:ne.:; they might bi:;- able ·1;0 save money little oy llttle arid 
a~ last \hey might be able to do something big and good. The~ 
"':u. l havt· exp1:-:1;ien 1:;es :Un doing work. F.0r the boys wht t ave 
:r '~r;:h pa.r!'nts, aft:e1 ... t,hey spend all ·Of theh~ money, they \ell JL 
O'JI '{.u d\. ->ome·tning or an~ jcb, but they might n,;:)t 'be a.t1e t'c 
d:, tez:a•.Ji:,e they have n~ver done and met any hard wi::Lll"k, u~ey n,1n:';­
t ,:;uched i:my hand.j e o,t~ too 1: 11 ! tHeir Ji veb. Then they w:l ll be( cm'f> 
~"aves r~~ the orphans. 

11'11z:: ee are my LF!msonB t :jJ b...iys who hE>:.ve 1'1·0h parents t'.nd ~r ':'! 

~0t ~aPeful with &heir lives, and the 0rphans who are poor and 
w11at che:v shcu1d d.c.:, 1n the future since they are orphans o It 
tney use cnly tne 



t 

.. 

par·enls? mnney, at last they will bec0me poor. 

WHEN A SNAKE OR BIRD COMES INTO THE HOUSE 

Tht s ts a tradi tinn which ou:r a.n..::estors laid tor, the 
Hnoab pe0ple to follow up to present. It is said that there 
wlll be i ~urse if' a snake or a bird comes into a house. It 
;,; 1ts hapjens, the res:f.dents have to ask e. fortune-teller to1.; 
t ~11 them why the snake has come into the house. Jometi.nes 
h.: may b~ parents who passed aw.y want to have fo.~·d Ol" an ard.ma..i, 
5) they ~eased that snake to go let them know that Chey sh0uld 
give an animal t'l1i 11.he t;plrits which ar-e said tu be their· 
parents. It they do not d'\ that, tne spirits will. make them 
sick and s.•,1;metimea they wi tl die. 

'rt1e people who st:U 1 fclJ.ow the spirits do this when 
t :tey se·e at:range thingfl Cl'J>me into their house. When their 
par·ent:.:i t epiri ts ~ome back to ask for food f'rorn them, 1 t 

l -eans ''h•:tt when they were alive, they had g1Y-en oirth to them 
a.rd fed Chem until they g!'ew up, so they have ta ki LL an 
ar .imal iL .J give t..., it:he npj_ri'ts because the Bpil•its w:L;n them 
tc have ;rops and take cax•e vf' them, and they do nu;t have 
s1cknes1:> and go aMywhere wH.h<)Ut trouble 

T!f,~ CREATION OF PEOPLE AND LANGUAGES 

1.rn i. ., is the at ./c>y of' the o·rig:lnal people and 1 a.nguag;e when 
G)d made ,..1~·rp1e People we1"e made by a God_, whom the Hmoob 
c.: .t.lled 1 )~:3.u'b e. Saub made them and kept t"1em in rt gClurd bo-ct:;..e. 
W 1en tho:.i :\{? people would come out, Saub dr-llled a hole for the 
H noob ~ Li".>, and Chln{~se. He heated and 1.r•'i..,n red and burned. a 
h)lt3 f•H" J;he La11) Thetmg li'P c·ume out vt that. hole, so the Lac· 
T 1eung ;:>::came' b.La~k. 

Whe ~ these peop.i..e had come ou.t ··f thegtc<.t.rd bo't:t.le, S!i.Ub 
1. · ld tr\eJu t-v J.P.arn .languages from him. He taught all his 
l ~ nguae;e; to th1:? Hmoob :. Lao, and Ghlnese, except the La«'J rneung 
wr·o W't:;-n ., tee )ai..e. So he said "You come too ·.ate. I ha·?e given 
al 1 my '.l. u:guages tu thP l'..t;hers" You must: learn your language 
rr .m a (aige ri~e fiela. After you clear up the t1eld and lt 
ir5 dr:L·a €dlOiAgh 1 you btu"n lt. and you.t' language w:tli be llke the 
r:<cund l..: f oambocs bursting when it is rurning. 11 irhc·n the La·o 
1.rheung w.;nt. back to ¢::ltat up a lar•ge field arid burned it. The.;: 
1 earned .h.~iI." language from th1s t so the Lao Theung langu.age 1s. 
U ke ~1u· .H:ing bamboo~ , la.m n0t going c .i prot.eat the Lau Thel..lLg 
l!ng~age, tt is only a story·. 



• 
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These are the languages thar -..;ere learned rr"'m the Saub. 

THE SAUB TESTS PEOPLE 

After Saub had made people 1n tne world, he tested 1;t1eir 
m .. mts to see whether they loved him or not. He decided tc.1 
a•:t as 11' he had died and see which people came to v1 sit and 
cPy. Al: of the people in the world went ahead, except Hmoo b 
a11d the turtle, who were the last ones, When the Hrnoob net 
clie tu:::"t ,.e he asked "Turtle, where are you going'?" 

"Oh: our Saub is dead, so I am going to cry for him," 
answered the turtle, "are you going to see him, too?'' 

"YeiJ ~ l am go.tng to see him to9 11 answered the Hrnoo b ,1 

"Why arie you still here n All ct'" the people have gone fa:r.•'j II 

"ch .. my body 1 s very heavy," answered the tuvtle, "and 
my legs ~'re too s 'hort, so 1 must be the last as 1 am very 
slow. 11 ~:·t1en the tut'tle asked "Would you please trd1 t for· r~e. 
When we arrive> .I w:tli. tell you what to say wrien you cry" so 
:::Jaub wiL not curse you. 1rhe Saub has not died. He only test;::. 
pE:?Ople 1 s ·ninns. If anyone says something bad, he will judge 
'h m anci B )met1me3 that person w:U i be killed. When you cPy, 
yo u must say ; .3au b, you are my parents, you made up the 
3 , ~Jes and ea..:•th 1 you made me up and now you are dead. I <lo 
n11t hei.ve sk:les to <.nver an have no rrn.r ch to 11 ve. I will not 
h,,ve parwn;s ~ e You mu.st cry and say th1 3, s~, t,hat when ni~ 
W:Lkes up: he wU. l ..\.(~Ve you, The people woo have gone ahirnd., 
as ·e in too mucn of a. hurry. They ,.rtll not know ho~1 to s.i.:r 
a.1 id sa~r ba.d. ·rhey m~_ght say 'Sau b, now we are glad when ;-ou 
a• ·e dead. You had made the earth and skies fo1• us. Ther-e wi'.L 1 

n it be any perrwn •~o take care of us. We can do anything we 
1·.:( :nt, and nuw the ea.I'tr will belong to us 1 • Those people who 
(,!'y l:U\e th1 s will t>e judged by t.he Sarb, but you have to 
help me a1nc e r have told you about this. You do not ea 1; my 
flesh, ·.r anyone eats my flesh~ he w:i"iJ_ be a wanderer l:Lke 
nyself .. ·rurtle customs are like t.r1:ia; when my motne:r.• had 
laid her ~ggs 1 and after we had aome out of ~he e~gs, we 
sea t.teI eel ever:1where o We traveled every o.lace we can. :30 we 
a.re th.a us.nderers. 11 Tt.en the Hmoub agr·eed and .-iaited .rm• the 
turtle~ 

Nt1w some Jf" onr Hmoc b cannot eat -cnrtle. 

USJL.) AC ,:O.eng K:nouang 
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