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FOUR• YEAR PROGRAM OF TEACHER TBA.PUNG 

(Transla tion of 1962 Education Reform Document) 

Confor minf!: to Artie le 44 of Roynl Ordinanc e No . 24- 3 of J 1..1 ly 30 , 1962 , 
teacher t;::i.ining i s ktsed on learning wha t t he ;;ro~HJ.G t ,~ o.chE:r ':lill have 
to ac t ually teo.ch , a ccording to the mdhoda tlnt h to wil l h'wc to u8e . 
Readi ng t his progr.::·@ ou ght, therefore , to be prec0dsd by r t:ading t he 
programs of primary instruction (ministerial c ircular of July 15 , 1962) 
to which this program constantly refers . 

GARJ)ENING, ANIMAL HUSBP.JillRY , 11\ND CRA?TS : 

The new program for the primary grades gives a large amount of time to 
learning agriculture and animal husbandry , which is natural in a 
country where more than 9ofo of the population lives off the land . All 
the school s have , or are asked to have shortly, a s chool garden. I t is, 
therefore , essentia l that the student teachers receive a solid agri ­
cultural training. ".ll.gricul tu re" i s taken in its l a r ges t sense , 
including not only gardening and animal .husbandry but also various ,­
related activities (simple construction, i rrigation , mechanic s ) and , 
~nerally , all the practical work t hat will help t o im_i:)rove rural life 
\constructing wells and l atrines , rural roads , bridges , etc . ) . 

This work ought to tend towards usefu l production and , pro gress ively , 
the Center ought t o have enough veg-etables, f ruit s , and eggs to sell. 
Such an experience has been reali~ed in the normal schools of Tasreini a , 
for example , whi ch have become prosperous agricultural enterpri ses . 
There is no r eason t hat t his cannot also be rea lized her e . 

Moreover, manua l work will kee p t he student t eachers i n contac t with 
t he people whom t hey mus t educate; and better than any lesson , it will 
help them t o under s.t and their problems . 

The work of gardening, an i mal husbandry , and hand craft s will be com• 
posed of short lessons (explanations of the work to be done) and t he 
accomplishment of "projects ." 

Each s t udent-teacher will have one or more projec ts to work on , partly 
under the di r ection of an instructor and part ly in groups under the 
direction of a senior s t udent-teacher . 

The practical work of the four- year c our se of teacher training has been 
divided as follows : 

Firs t year : 

Sec ond year: 

Third yea:r: 

Agriculture and animal husbandry 
(lot hour s per week) 

"Rural Art s" · (construct ion , woodwork;, 
elec tricity , craft s , home e conomics , 
science pro jects) , animal husban(lry 
(et hours per we ek) 

a . Prac t ic:il v10rk in pr i mary schools 
( school gardens, animal proj ec t s , 
l a trines , simple cons truction , 
village improvement). 

b . Me t hods of tec..ching practical work. 

c . Practical applica tion on the campus 
a t NID'J and i n sur rounding villa~s . 

(7t hours per week) 
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Fourth year: 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
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Supervision and participation in the 
practical work of gToups of first, 
second, and third year students 
(6 hours per week) 

The aim of the physical education classes will be primarily to train 
the teachers in their future role as physical education teachers (see 
the pro ~roms for field sports and football for primary grades). 

During their free time, the students vdll be encouraged to practice 
team sports, especially football . 

DANCE .b.ND :MUSIC 

In order to preserve cultural traditions, the student teachers v;ill 
practice dancing and Lao singing (one hour in the third year and it 
hours in the fourth) and, optionally, a Lao musical instrument 
(Khene, etc .). 

(5 hours per week) 

According to the Royal Ordinance of J 1Jly 30, 1962, each class at the 
NEC will be organized into a 11 student government. 11 

The 11 mouvemE;nt de jeunesse 11 will follow the instructions of the ministerial 
circul -ir No . 1487 /ed of July 15 , 1962 . The 11 mouvement 11 is not n. club for 
political disorder or a group for students' claims; it is an educatio1~~1 
association. In order that its educational chnr::l.cter will be maintained, 
the 11 mouvement, 11 we repeat, must be based on the classroom (not on the 
year or the entire school). 

In the 11 mouvement de jeunesse i 11 the student-t.so.chers throughout the four 
years will prepare themselves for their future task as youth leaders·oy 
po.rticipating in various ac tivities of the movement (self-discipline, 
election of officer s 1 organizing and improving school work , school 
corrosponder1ce, etc .). 

Each grade will have a partictilar responsibility in the community: 

First year: 

Second year: 

Third year: 

Fourth year: 

General care of the school --
the hallways, stairs, common roorns, 
dining ha.11 , washrooms, latrines 
(but the care of er.i.ch classroom and 
dormitory will be done by the students 
who use them) . 

Responsibility for the wo rkshops, 
poultry houses a.nd animal pens; the 
garden; small repair work. 

Care and improvement of tbe campus, 
planting trees and flowers; roads 
and small construction. 

Supervision and participation in the 
work of the tea.ms of the first three 
years. 
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REVIEW AND DEVELOP·YENT OF '.F:!E PROGRAMS OF ELEh'lEN'riiRY SCH\)OL 

Each of the first t hreo cla sses at NEC Yrill f ollcrv,' ~nd develop the 
program of a grade of eloraont ary school: 

P- 4 i n the firnt year (19 hour s per ,,,,.~ k) 

P- 5 i n t he s ec ond year (18 hOU".'r:' IJt? I~ ·.1er;; ~-::) 

P- 6 i n the third yc:.Rr (13 f10u r s DCl' ,.,(; ,-:> lr \ 
, > ~;C J 

Methods used will be t hose sanct ioned by the l\hnistc r i.Nl Ci r cul ,:,r of 
15 July , 1962 , (Centers of Interest and r adi o when the educa tiom.l 
broadcasts have begun) . 

It should be emphasized that the programs ought to be enlar ged upon 
but still remain fundamentally those of t he s econd cycle of elementary 
school (see the documents at t ached t o the above mentioned circular) . 

It is important, however, that the student-teachers receive a general 
cultural background beyond the element ary school course of s tudy. 

In the first , second, and third years , the courses related to genera l 
cultural background ought not to exceed one-third of the hours indicated 
above . In the fourth year , however, fifteen full hours will be re ... 
served for the general cultural courses . 

COMPLEMENTARY COURSES ~ GENERAL CULTURAL BACKGROUND 

Examples of the Programs: 

LAO 

Oral expression (reports by the students , conferences , debates) . 

Good language, appropriate vocabulary, standardized spelling. 

Reading and comi~entary on liter ature , concepts of the history 
of literature, prose ~ poe try, mores and customs of Laos . 

FRENCH 

1st and 2nd years: 

grammar , grammatical explanations of texts , correction of 
letters , reports . 

recitations (always poetry), popular son5s (learn a t 
least two songs a month, using for example the Clef ~ 
Chants) pronunciation (using the language J.ab ) . 

3rd year 

grammar , e tc . (1 hour) 

introduction to some characteristic works of the 19th and 
20th centuries: reading and commentary on poems (examples: 
le Lac de Lamar tine , l es Pauvres et Villequier de Hugo , 
Chansons de Musset , l •Horloge, Correspondances de Baudelai re , 
Chanson Triste , Ecoutez la Chanson Douce •• , de Verlaine , 
Chansons populaires). Recitation. (From Miserab les • 
Lettres de Mon Moulin , theat er - Labiche , Courteline , Pagnol) . 
( 2 hours)- -
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4th Yc :J.r 

Sa!Ile pr o.:;r::i.m, but with tho f ol lo.,·;i nt; au t hor s : C,)ntes de 
Perrault , l e Cid 9 Berenice, le Bour{;eo i s Gentilh::)lrune , 
1 1Avn.re , l o Medecin Mal g!:£ Lui , La Font ai ne , Zo.di ::; , 
Montesquieu , Rous seau, La Marseilla i se 

Enc our o..c;e the s tudent8 t o re::i.d si npl e , 3..;:msi ng '1!-.1r ks 
(Simenon , 11.yme , newspapers , r:1o.gazins s ) . 

M\.TH 

For the first three ye ar s , the previoi..:is program will be 
followed , with some variations (begin fractionsin the second 
year, delete astronomy in the second year) and considerably 
l ess intense . 

It ' s essentially a m~tter of giving the student teachers an 
~ of geometry and of a l gebra , t ha t they will know that these 
exist and what they are like . Fror:i a prac tica l point of Yiew, 
it is suffic i ent that the students handle the a rithmetic )f 
areas , · frac ti ons , simpl e squa re roots , equations of the fir st 
degree, and t hat they easily read a graph. 

4th year: initiation to mathematics ( taki ng a s a pattern 
1 1Histoire des Mathematiques by ~~ . Boll • "que 
sais-je 11

). 

SCIENCE 

1st year 

Zoology, Classification description; botany, or.sans of 
plants , classification. 

2nd year 

G€ology : formation of the earth , eruption , erosion , 
sediment ation , principal minerals , mineral map 
of Laos . 

History of the earth, fossils . 

Physics , chemistry : development of the program of Gr ade 5: 
concepts of practical mechanics (pulley , lever , ~heel) , 
gravity, the t hree stat es of mater, c oncepts of elec tri city 
and optics (simplified program of the t hird and f ourt h yenrs). 

Concepts of chemistry , metalloids , meta ls , acids and "bases" ; 
organic chemistry. 

3rd year 

Anat omy and physiology (present programs simplified) . 

4th year 

The present view of the world , the univ€rse (c oncepts of 
astronomy) , the atom~ life . 
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CIVICS 

2nd year (1 hour ) 

Man and socie t y , t he rights and re sponsibi.li ties of t he 
citizen; the rural commllni t y , the urb~rn co··:zmni ty i con­
cept s of sociology, rJifferent types of g:1vc rnnent . 

3rd year (1 hour ) 

L8.o socic;ty, the nation , the King· , th,~ Ln;isl otlF'G , 
elections , the government, tii.e ':l.d;:i.in.ictr n,ti :m. 

4th yea r (3 hour s ) 

Ec onomic Rnd social problems of L~os; 

Lo.os and the Modern v1orld . 

Current event s , reading t he newspaper . 

PROFESSIOUli.L TR.LINING 

The numbe r of hours of academic study dGcreases from the first 
t o the fourth yea r i n order t o augment the numbers of hours 
of prof essional training: 

6 hours in the first year 

9 hour s in the second year 

10 hours i n the t hird Yfjar 

1# hours in the f our t h year 

Professional training i s t aken in its largest sense and includes : 

a . Profes si onal prac tice . 

b . Lessons of the correspondi ng grades (P- 4 in the fi r s t 
year , P- 5 in the second , p. 6 in the t hird , and P- 1 t o P- 6 
in t he fourth) done wi t h t he student s , but under the 
c onditions and a t the level of an elecrentary class (model 
le ssons by the teacher and prac tice l e ssons by the students) . 
Emphasis in the second year will be on l anguage methods 
and observation (C enters of Inter est) and in the t hird year 
on science, history , geography , e tc . 

The hours are as f ollows : 

2 hours in the fir s t yea:r . 

5 hours in the second ye ar. 

6 hours in the third ye ar. 

5 hours in the fourth year . 

c. Demonstration school , practice t eaching (5 hours in the 
4th year) 

d. Physical education (2 hours per week - see page 2) 

e. Dance and musi c (1 hour in the third year and it hours 
in the four t h year - see page 2) 



'9 I I 

PEDAGOGY 

1st year 
(1 hour 
per week) 

2nd year 
(1 hour 
per week) 

4th year 
(2 hours 
per week) 

ENGLISH 
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f. Drawing, especially at the blackboard (1 hour in the 
first and second years) 

g. Pedagogy (See following sec tion) 

Note letter No. 1082/ED from the Minister of 
Education (Mey 24, 1962): 

economic, social, arrl cultural situation of Laos; the 
necessity of education for the develop,nent of the 
count ry; the necessity of a practical education 
(hygiene, agriculture, animal husbandry); the nec~ssity 
of conserving the 11 soul 11 of the country (Buddhism, 
courtesy, music) ; the necessity of awakening communal 
and national feelings; the necessity of literacy: a 
people who do not know how to read cannot be free; the 
basic role ~f the elementary school teacher in the 
improvement of Laos. 

an overview of the now progra~ and methods of pri~ary 
t eaching (productive manual work, centers of interest, 
11 mouvement de jounesse, 11 radio). 

detailed study of the program for Grade 4; lay stress 
on the unity of the different subjects; psychology of 
the Laotian child from 9 to 10 years old. 

education for life; detailed study of the methods of 
tho cGnters ()f interest; teaching ought to be cantered 
on the child, his life, his surroundings; concepts of 
psychology. 

detLLiled study of the progro.rJ for Grade 5; psychology 
of the Laotian child from 10 to 11 years. 

tr~ditional education of the Far East and modern 
education of the western type; synthesis;_ 

education of ethnic groups 

detailed study of the program for Grade 6; psychology 
of the child at the age of puberty. 

study of the reform of education in Laos; structure of 
the instruction passing from the first to the second 
cycle; passing from the primary to the secondary level 
and to technica l educ a ti on. 

ad.ministration of the school; hierarchy of the Ministry 
of Education and of Primary Instruction. 

education of adults and of the community. 

-- RevieVJ of the program from P-1 to P-6; psychology of 
Laotian children from 6 to 12 years. 

Two hours in the second, third, and fourth yea:rs. 


