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BAfilC PRINCIPIES. OF NATIONAL "EDUCATION . IN LAOS-{~on-the J.962 · 
Educational Ref~~ Act). · -1 

- -

a) Education in Laos must be a Humanistic Education respecting the 
sacred value of rran, regarding man as an end in himself am. aiming 
at the full development of man. 

·-------# 
• b) Education in Laos is a National Education respecting the traditional 
! · values, assuring the eontinuity of Dl:ln with his national environment, 

such as family; profession, country and safeguarding the nation, its 
.prosperity and collective advancement of the people. 

c) Ed~ation in Laos must be open-minded, respecting the scientific 
spirit, aiming at · the development of the social ani democratic 
spirit, ani welcoming the true social values in the cormnunity. 

GENERAL PRINCIPLF.S FOR THE PREPARATION OF A TEACHER EDUCATION CURRICULUM 

Based upon the three fundamental principles of National Education, 
Teacher E.ducation in Laos aims at the following objectives: 

- to form the spirit arrl the character; / 

- to develop general knowledge; 
- . to train the stu:!. ents 1 ways of thinking and of de~rtmen t in 

order that. they will be well prepared to face life or fu continue 
higher educrtion; . 

- to uevelop an understarrllng of the way and the meth~s whereby 
information can be transmitted and inculcated into the lives of 
the yout_h of the country. / 

: i 

Therefore, the Teacher Education Curriculum: .. ...__ / \ 
- spould emphasize the forrration of a well ba4ficed IIBn as an 

individual arrl as a social being; / . . 
- should be appropriate to the practical situation for the present 
· ~lioo and for the future; . 

- ~hould be simplified, giving the stuients a clear and accurate 
p;-esentation of each subject; ) 

- should incorporate the academic and _practical learni~s involved 
~o tm t the . stuient will have a clear. understandµig of principles . 
as well as the application of :i:rinciples to the pedagogieal 

, developments in · Laos. 
\ . . 

The English Section, ESP, is concerned with the professional ani general 
educ at ion of all young people entrusted to its care - those who will 
cont;inu~ into advanced areas of ed~ation and those who will not. This 
reorganized program for the English · Section is within the objective of 
co~tinually attempting to formulate its program to meet the :reeds of the 
yo'Uth whc) attend it. The nature and method of school experience, as 
well · as ~ts evaluation, are evolving in the ESP English Section in such 
a Wa.y t¥at all may benefit. 
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·~,-etctted;:"the=gcel~ · . - -··.·- · . . 1&>.;~e-the de.di~ion .. ~. 
to the proposition U1a:t;.~ =youth:. - 'rega:rdle.ss--01' -.BeJ4.~ stlitus; ... -­
geographic' location, or ethnic backgrouni ... -shouJd,-:e:xpei"i"ellee··a broSd.-and.. -
balanced education whic.~ will 1) eqltj.p him to enter an--<>ccupatton suit.ed · 

. . _ ":t.o--.b.i,s' abilitie.s and offering ,reasonable opportunity for personal growth 
f .. · ·· and ~ocia /usei'ulness; 2) prepare him to assume the full responsibilities 

of La.o tizenship; 3) give hi.I_n a fair chance to exercise his ri. ght to 
the suit · of happiness; 4) stimulate intellectual curiousity ,- engender 
sa't;1sfaction' in intellectual achi,evem~nt; . an:i cultivate ttie ability to . 
think rationally, and 5) help him to develop an appreciation of the . 
ethical values which should uzrlergrid all life in a developing society. 

., .. :'. 

... .. ... 

Through the present seven year teacher training program in the Englisl:r- ·- - - -- ·· - · · 
Secti. on, ESP, and tre· future nin~ ogre::m the aspi ra:ti an~ the 
developing nation can he a.eftieveu.. At present, due to scarcity of . 

. ~ l 

teachers far 'the-s-chools in Laos ani especially the secondary schools, 
the student, .completing the seven year program of studies will. be eligible 
to corxiuct instruction in ·the first cycle··of the secomary schools. With 
nine plus two more years of teacher education abroad he is eligible to 
teach in the secom cycle of the _secor.rlary schools • . Through the ·pro-
gression of time and as the supply of teachers becom::is more balanced in 
relationship to the needs, the national ?-Spira-q..ons demarrl a longer 
preparatory period in order to more nearly meet. the objectives of 
Education in Laos. · 

Although everyone recognizes that acadanic training alone will never be 
the sole process for gaining national objectives, all recognize that it 
is one of the predominant· processes whereby those goals can be achieved. 
Through a gradual irerease in human ar.d physical processes the so.ciety 
can be developed. to engender the principles of a modern viable society • 

. The content of learning then assumes an . equal status w.ith t;he methods ..of..-· · · 
learning in the development of. knowledge an:i attitudianl changes. ·-" 

SPECIFIC QBJE.CTIVFS OF THE ENGLISH SECTION, ESP. 
7 . 

/ 

1. ~ acquisition of skills; the tools of learning, such as reading, 
/"1t'iting:~ speaking:, planning, problem solving, research, Ep'ld 

mrthemntical concepts. 

2. The acquisition of factual kriaweldge in content fields. such as 
science, history, geography. · 

3. The understandings of and appreciation for the contributions · of 
others; interdependence of people, differences in cultures ar.d ways 
of life. 

4. Attitudes ·of fair pla:Yi, torer~nce, int .egri~y, cooperation among 
ir.divid-ttals a.n::l peoples. 
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). Civic and political !'e.sponsibility; urderstarrling of the ideals 
arid procedures of democratic action in every day living: 

a . Respect far the worth and dignity of individuals, at all 
social levels and in all mooes of work; 

o . l'aith in people to solve their own pr-oblems; 

c . Confide:.1 ce i n group action tm·mrd common goals as the best 
mee.ns to mlve society's problems. 

6. -'1.bi:!.it:r tc .J.:'."lal.~-:::e 
creati vel:r. 

8ritically a_.--ri__ .:;-c:w~. th±Ilk-· "--.... ....:_ . 

- ...................... 

- f." Underst arrling the importance of good irental arrl physical_ health . 

8 . The building of v alue s; ethi :::al , moral~ s piritual. 

9. The development of prof8ssional tech niques : 

a. Understanding. children e.:rA yon t h; 

b. Uneerstarrl iiJg the learr~ng process; 

c. Unrlerstancling the propei~ -;JSe of t each ir,g rra.terials; 
.. 

d. Unc'etstanding the techniques end pr- ocedur.eS-~a_c~i ng,;-----~: 
. . I 

e . · Uncerst anding the guidance of l e arning and the evaluation of 
puril progress with a framewor k of the recognition of a wide--­
var iabil~ty among cllildren in al l aspects, of - ~heir-grarlh . 

In orde:c t o reach the objective of developing t he competencies in 
sttxi ents tht they will n eed as t eachers, experience generally c.re 
provided through a sequenc e of organized co'l.Il" ses am through inf orrnal 
p ,-+;,r;+,; 8s . Althougi inforrral activities may ari se within an organized 
cJass, the term as here used means those co-curriculum (out-of-class) 
activit:i.e s impor tant to th'e d evelopment of youth . These activities 
include su C::.1 er:~eavors as club work, pJays and ga;~L3 [3 , assistance in 
community enterprises, stu:l:errt. -:lass organization, arrl social actiirities . 
These experi en ces a.re · ,just as strongly goal directed as are : those class 
organized cne s, because learning 'of any kind, informally or ' fornally 
~rganized, must be £OU1 dir ected. 

THE FROCESS OF T~CH+K':_ 

T-he---oTT+. line of f: eqiirmr.e r-f courses !1l"OS(mt ed h e r· e: together with the 
course outlines attached ; s erve as a framework to guide teachers in 
their daily planning and t e<lching :t-'r·oc cd·,rres . The subject contents 



proposed, although useful in their own right, are vehicles through which 
the developmai.tal goals of the stuients are a:ttained. He1t1 the stu:lent 
han:iles these bodies of content and develops inter-relationships among 
trem as they apply to the need to learn is the key as to whether he 
emerges in possession of the desirable behavioral patterns satisfying to 
hiIIBelf and of wOl!lh to the society he serves and assists to build. 

o.r· major 1m.portruice in this process is the guidance of the teacher in 
organizing sequences o:f leM>ni.ng which are not just sequ~nq_~s in t .he 
curriculum but sequences in the stu:lent. 

Teachers in any subject field will organize instruction in such ways so 
ns to: 

1. Encourage students to practice the behavior sought. 

2. Encouruge simultaneous practice of several behaviors. 

3. Support learnings in other instructional fields. 

4. Provide far the hiEtiest and low-est levels of accomplishment in the 
group. 

5. Provide for a wide range of differences in students' interests arrl 
learning styles. 

6. Provide far in::iependent enquiry as well as group participation. 

Teachers, then, will use a variety of methods arrl nnterials, geared to 
the fact that learning is a process of exploring arrl discovering. 
Instruction will not be organized exclusively around textbooks nor will 
grouping practices be organized exclusively around achi'3veioont. Although 
the lecture method will be employed. when necessary, it will be minimized. 
in favor of activity approaches in which all students may make 
contributions conunensurate with their abilities an:i backgrourrl~ of 
un:ierstan:iing. 

ENGLISH SECTION SCHEDULE (courses of study) 

The following chart presents the courses offered each year in the seven 
year program, the number of hours each week, arrl hence the credit 
offered fer the course. Laboratory courses require one hour per week 
in the laboratory in addition to the hours shc:Mn on the schedule (example: 
Physical Science would meet six hours per week for five hours of 
scheduled credit, thus giving two hours of lecture-demonstration an:i four 
hours of laboratory work). 
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EIDLISH S:l!:CTION (courses ard weekly hours) 

First year ! Second Year Third Year Fourth Year Filth Year Sixth Year 
I 

Seventh Year I 
I I 

j 

I i 
English 28 :English 10 English 6 English 6 English 5 '/ 

t 

I ), 

History and 3 !Soc. Sci . 5 Soc. Sci. 5 Europe, Med. 5 Child a.nd 5 Methods and 10 Practice (32\ 
Beginning of (k.sia) (N.&S. Amer.) Africa Adolesc~nt Materials Teaching I 
Laos l Study ( ·I one trimester J: 

Lao Languege 2 : Lt.o Language 3 Lao La.ngw ge 3 Lao Language 3 Lao La.QgaB.g'.'l 3 Lao Language 3 t 
Lao Language 3 i 

: 

: Gen. Sci. 5 Nat. Sci. 4 Physical Sci.5 French 3 French 3 l French 
: 

3 
Hygiene ; 

French 3 1
Algebra. 5 Boys 15 ;*Elected 15 jifElected 25 

; Arithmetic 3 . 
*Elected Major ' Major 

Practical Arts .,_,French 3 Major : 

, Arts ani 4 ~ ' : 
/ C:re..fts Practical Arts Girls ! 

' Woodworking 4 Boys *Elected 11 \ 
: 18 weeks Major I i 

J 

Agriculture 4 i Electricity 4 Girls 
6 weeks Girls / 

Home Econ. 4 I 

I f: 
Metal Work 4 Home Econ. 4 
6 weeks 

) 
J Auto Mech. 4 I 6 weeks 

) 

' ! I 

Girls I 
I: 

Home Econ. 4 
/. 

33 30 30 31 
I 

- ~ 31 31 I 31 I 

l ' l'""'\ . - -
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I n the fifT,h, sixc:1 and s.:i-venth years el~ctives are provided for 
s p3 cializati on. The stuient is e:xpecteci. to elect one area of 
Cf-2 cialization from 1) Social Studies, 2) Science and Mathematics, 
~ 1 T.;:inl'.l'IJP:ge Arts, 4) Practical Arts . He must elect a special course 
in each of the areas not e lected as "spe cialization" during th.~so -f:,hree 
y c.:ars to exterrl his general education background. Twenty-five hour\ 
iTC'uld be ;.~ ·equired in his area cf' spe cialization arrl twenty hours all~ed 
f0r general _educ <_::,ion electives. . 

'l'J _e seventh ;rear wou.LC.. bt.; <i ·eveloped around a three tri..wster program 
where one trimester would be med for supervised practice teaching and 
t he other ,two for pwsuing r ~a::iemic subjects . 
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TIE OBJECTIVE5 OF MA THEMATI CS 

A. The meaning of ne.thematics: 

Mathematics plays an important role in th e daily lives of people, and 
there i s hardly a trade or profession t hat is not depeni ent upon it. 
It is a basic part of tbe training of engineers, scientists, 
architects am draftsmen, and it is important to those who work in 
tr.ades such as carpent ers, tinsmiths, stone-cutters, artists, 
designers, plumbers, foresters ~ni lumbermen. 

Mathematics deals with the science of numbers, with measurement, am 
with . the expression of mathematical r elationships, without which 
economic progress. would be greatly r etarde d. 

B. Obj e'cti'ves: ________ __..-_ .. __ _ 
The purpose, therefore , in t eaching IIE.thematics is to <level .op in 
stuient s -

1. . Compµtational skills, with unders tarrling a s to when as .well as 
how. 

2. Mathematical unierstarrl ing such as t he fundament al l.aws am 
t'perations and the specialized l anguage . 

3. Abilities such a s logica l and critical th,iJ:lk.ing--·.:,.·t;O a i:ialyze.· a 
new situation or problem into its basic/ Pa.rts arrl utilize 
originality and logi.. cal reasoning in . solving . '!;.he . problem. 

MATHEMATICS.:_ Second Year 
I 
I 

1. Fundamental oper a tions on whole numbers: Rationale for algorisms. 
Practic e . Relationships between o_p:::ra tio:rls. Che ck~~ particularly, 
casting out nines· and estimation to s ee whether answe:r :i..s r easonable 
{later e;xt ended to fractions). .. I 

2. Number line: plot ting numbers on number line . Fundament9-l oper­
at ions on number line. I.rifinite mctens'I'on · of number line .,in both 
dir ections. .Units of. l ength. ·· ·-; 

. , 

3. Some not ation: powers. Use of parenthes es. · ; 
• I . . 

4. Time :·· .Furrla rnenta l operations with hours, minut es, s 'econ:is. 

5. Corrnnon fractions: Idea of ftactions . Rat i on:i..le for fu.ndamen'Ull 
/ operatiorn. Practice . Pcwers. Ex?.ct m10tient . ,; 

--- -. 

..----" 
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6, Equal an;i unequc:.l numb.;rs: Plotting integers and common fractions 
on the number line to deoonstrate relative size of numbers (later 
exteined to decimal fractions and per cents). Symbols for greater 
than am less then. 

7. Divisibility by 2, 3, 4, 5, 9, 25. 

S. Prime fa.ctarization: Application in finiing smallest comon denomi­
nator arrl in reducing fractions. 

9. Decimal fractions: Methods of operations. Quotient to a.ey given 
approximation. 

10. Per cent: Simple inti.:rest. Changing a common fraction to a per cent 
an:i vice versa. Use of formulas in solving per cent problems. 
Practice with other simple formula~, such as E = I/R. 

11. Plane figures: Angles, degrees. Area, perimeter (circumfdrence). 
Triangle, right triangle, rectangle, square, paralallogram, 
trapezoid, circle (parts of circle) • Square cent iment er, square -
mtar. 

12. Pythagorean theorem: Square root, square root to any given 
approximation. 

]j. Solid figures: Arca, volume. Rigpt rectangular pr:i.em, right prism, 
prism, right circular · cylinder, circular cylinier, pyramid, cone, 
sphere. 

Tre g>al in each topic is to get the stu:ients to tre place where they 
can ho.rrlle concrete applications, so that their stuiy of arithmetic is 
s~thing other tlnn intellectual gymnastics. 

GENERAL MATHEMATICS: Tb:i.rd Year 

l. Practice in decanpos11'€ a whole numbor into prime factors and in 
fin:ling the gt:a.test common divisor and least corrmon multiple. 

2. Relative numbers (positive,, zero, mgntive). Orientation of line 
sogu4::nts-vectors; orientation of a straigpt line, axis, algebraic 
length of a eu~nt oriented on an axis; designation of a point 
on an axis (abscissa). · 

J. Fundamental operations of sigred numbers . Extension to signed 
numbers of the properties concerning sums, differences, products, 
powers, quotients, imrarse of a non-zero number. Condition for a 
product to be 11 0 11 • Definition of negative ex:Ponents ani the 
exponent zero. Comparison of signed numbers: inequalities and 
concerning the absolute _value of a sum or diff\3rence. For1nula of 
Charles for three points on an axis. Line segment defined by the 
abscissas of the two p0int.s which bound it: algebraic length of 
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I 
this oriented seement , the length of the segm9nt, the abscissa of 
its mid-point. 

4. Squa:-n root. of a :fJroduct , of a quotient, to the nearest unit, to 
any given approximation; us e of a table of squares; calculation 
by us_e )f _a straight rule. Arithmetical s9uare root of x2, x being 
a re~ ~~Lve number . 

5. Solving of c ~, nc;.~ete problems ·with numerical data in -which· the unknown 
is r epresented b;-l a letter. 

6. Measure of qP.arrbities . Ratio of two quantities of the same kim, 
whi.cl1 ; ' Pr:_1 r~1 +.n +h_e c;_uotient of t~ce :'.!:::.obers which measure them. 
Direct Jr· inverse proportional quantities. 

7. · Additio .1, substractioi1, muH .. iplicati'.)11 of decimal numbers, finding 
of a :q_u)tient a~ a given decimal approximation. Approximated 
decimal vaJ_ues by ~xcess or by de:'<J.ult of -a g:L ven number: absolute 

-,..e',, ,.,.i..!- ~ -.. ..... -~ .... ,-· -- .;,. -- ~ ·-'- . .. -- - ,....._" 

8. Square of an ~-n L ::og.;· 2 l c:r _ ::., '._-:,_ 01L~ : - .::il e:c·, The square of a 
fractio-'1 no-c r-0cluc.:ible to ~:.n -·_c:tegrc::.l nu.mer can never be an 
integra-1_ ntunber. Defin)_t i ')ll ; .,1d extracti on bf the arithmetic 
square · :toot .of an inter-:cal •):!.' of P. frac tion at a gi_ven decimal 
approxinn bon. 

1.. Pra .:!"tti..c c with s:llnple examples, the µ:ocess of decomposition of an 
int, egra.l nt:rnbET into elementary factcrs . Algebraic numbers: 
positiv•~; negative, zero; inequalities; equations of the fir-st 
order w~_th one unknown; problems kading to an equation of the . 
fir ct or der ( numerj_cal eq_uation) with one unknown. 

2. Prope:rV_es of sums cmd of products; exponents ; product and 
quotfon~ of two powe:i:·s of a nu.111ber - use of negative and zero 
ov~'"'"'le Y"i- t; ?roblens of science f crill"l.1.as using algebraic numbers 
and lettars. 

3. Fundame ntal .pro:p:.irtie s of the ·operB:tions: int gral powers and -
_ positiv<.! ; ratios arid proportions . 11<:momes artl polynomes : 

reduct:i_on; multipJic11.tion, rarearkable i r1entities . Algebraic 
rneasuret; of · a· vector on an axis. Rasoiution arrl discussion of 
the equdion arrl of the inequ::\tion of the first order with one· 
unkriown _, two unkncv:r:s , ' 

4. Definition an:l significen ce of · h e rl.er:i_vat: _-;r e of a function . 
Derivatjue of a ~ons+·.nnt : deriv;1~·.-iv ,, in it." .... . ~1.<>t.inn +,o a sum, a 
product: a pa,,ver~ a quotie:i_J·· ~ f::lg,_1 of the derivative arrl direction 
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.......... 

-~- of increase or decrease of the derivative. -.... .....__ ·-
moti:om--.algebraic value of speed; uniformJs:__.accelerated motion: 
algabrni-C ·:i.ralue of s ~Q-.a-t--~-~t . 

- . .,.~ -r.:..:r-. . .:. -·. 

:QBJECTIVES OF THE SC~ · ... 
• • ; - ( ;; - ; ~ Q 

~ - , ..... -.. ... ...:,._ -... ..-...,_ 

4_.·· 1'~ ~a.nj.ng o_t science: 

1 $~:f.~~ :t~~ i . st~;y al; tih.!j ~Y~lJlllent ~ It ~n,vv,~.f! the 
~+t.~ \!}~tn, .~JCQr-, 9_n~gy;, . imtter) ~ tit~ qiQ-t~~~ 
{~~t,l!}, an•-1:;1, lif"~' growth) aspeets qf the n~:t1'1Jral 
envito~'1t•, It OOP,Gerns itself w:i:.th ·tcyi~ ~G tµli~rs~d \_he 
natural environme~ 8Ild, helping man adj~t to it and wt t:l:\ 
i;.ryi~ to control it for nan's advantage. 

~! Science is a mlilthcd. of solving problems. This involves ways 
of identifying and defining problems, projecting hypotheses 
as to their explanation, gatl;-:1.cing data to support or reject 
these explanations, and analyzing ani describing the f:i.ndingf~ 

). Science is an attitude. It dennnds objectivity arrl has no 
place for personal prejudice. It calls for open-mindedness 
and a willingness to change one's mind in light of evidence. 

B,, Objectives: 

Instruction in the sciences, therefore, has two related purposes: 

1. To gi. ve a background of facts an:i interpretations for under­
standing in the developmwt of the country. 

2. To danonstrate and give practice in the use of tha sci-entific 
methcd of investigation and thinking important to the irrlividual 
and the national growth. 

SQJENCE: Secorrl Year 

General Description: 

Elementary genera l science for Lao students, enphasizing an experimental 
approach. The course begins with a subject of immediate interest to 
everyone - our oodies. This leads to a study of the air and the food 
needed by our bodies. The atmosphere is next studied from several pointe 
of view; leading a.mo~ other things to a consideration of climate and 
weather. The behavior of heated air brings up questions about heat, its 
measurement md uses, and these in turn lead to a stu:ly of forms of 
energy and of simple machines for transforming energy. After an 
intraduetion to magnets and compassei;.JJ._yu.rr~~~~~ 
followed by wave mQtion, s-0\Url_and--li.gth. The latter topic is carrif:4 
as far a. a stuczy o:f'~ compound microscope, whidl is then used to 

- 10 
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--~mie'!'~'J::ntroctucing a unit of study on the plant mrl 
anirra.l kingdoms, including some principles of personal and community 
hygiene. The course concllldc s with a look beyon::i the earth at the 
moon, sun, planets, and stars. 

Outline :," 

1. Our booies - the circulatory arrl r~~piratory systems ; · the 
digesti'(~ system; systems, organs , ; tissues, and CE::lls. 

2. Foods - C~rbohydrates, fats, protei~s, their sources 
their dige~ti on, and their utilizat,;0n in the body; 
their role 'and sources; minerals, ~heir sources ani 
a balanced ~et. i 

J. Nutrition 
r 
i 
; 

in the diet, 
vitamins, 
functi ons; 

a. Components of a talanced diet: caloric value; protein 
r equir erre nts, dif1 c:r enc-es in va.lu~ of animal and vegetable 
protein; vitamin e.nd mineral reqUirements; some consequences 
of defici encies: scurvy, rickets, ~etinism an::i goiter, 
anemia; t?pecial requirere nts in chilO.hood ~ in pregnancy. 
Examples bf balanced diets and practj.c~ in planning and 
criticizit;ig diets. \. 

I 

b. Cooking anCi storing f oods: importance · -pr conservi rig nutritive 
values; ioss of vitamins by oxidati on or by washingi methoos 
of minimiting such losses. 

( 

4. Cleanliness ,. 

a. 

b. 

c. 

' Cleanlirei;s of the body . Functi ons of the '-skin, oil glands, 
sweat glands . Rea.sons for bathing; soap a~ a disinfectant. 
Hygiene of the t eeth, eyes, and ears . Care t?f the hair. · 
Disposal af excrement . 

I 

Cleanline~s of c loth ing and bedding: importan&,: of c1le1an 
clothes artl bedding; washing and airing. ' 1

' 

Good housekeeping: importooce of cleanliness of t~ h()l\se 
arrl grourrls. Importance of light and a:ir. ·Rats an:f' 'i.nsects: 
the danage they do arrl. the dangers they bring; meth-00.s .; of 
elimination or control. Cleanliness in food prepa.ratiori) 
importancT of cooking food arrl boiling drinking water. 

5. Microbes ( in~ludi ng bacteria, protozoa , an::i viruses) \ 

a . Their na.t Ul'~, growth, prevala nee, an:l importance in disea9l, 
decay, and irrlustry ; denonstration of growth of co lonies ~n 
a culture medium. 

' \ 
I I 
I I I , 11 ',. ' '\ 
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b. The body's ·defenses against microbes: skin, lymphatic ·~ 
ruxi leucocytes, immunological reactions; ' artificially 
irrluced immunities by vaccines an:l. serums; antiseptics an:i 
nnti bioti cs. 

c. Notes. on certain diseases, raferring to causative agents, mode 
of transmission, and methods of protecting against them: 
dysenteries, cholera, tuberculosis, typhoid, eye diseases, . 
venereal diseases, 9mallpox, tetanus,- rabies, skin infections, 
malaria, common cold. 

6. Other Parasites 

a. External parasites: fleas, lice; hew to avoid or eliminate 
·-them. 

b. Internal parasites: flukes, tapeworms, hookworms, roundworms; 
mode of infection, effects on the host, prevention, treatment. 

7. Alcohol. Tobacco. anci Drugs 

a. Their effects on the in:livj,dual. 

b. Their social effects. 

8. First Aid for Accidents 

a. Nature of first aid, general considerations, point of' view, 
llll.d relation to professiona.l medical care. 

b. First aid for wounds, broken bones, burns; shock. · 

9. ~ - As a form of matter, its properties: occupying S!:tlce, 
having mass, exerting pressure; a theory about air to account 
for these properties. Experiments with air to shew that · only 
part of it supports combustion an:i promotes rusting; preparation 
of pure oxygen l,lrrl comparison of it · with air; -an intrcxiuction 
to the use of .formulas for representing compoun::ls and equations 
for representing chemical changes; ~onsumption of o:xygen. and 
production of water arrl carbon dioxide in combustion an:i in 
respiration. · 

10. Tl)e Atmosphere - pressure of the atmosphere , its measurement., it~ 
r ole in. the operation of well pumps; expansion of air when 
heated, rising of hot air, monsoon climate; presence and 
importance of water vapor in the air and of dissolved air in 
water; a .molecular :i.nt.erpre.:t.:.:!:J_C)!l _o:f.' __ ~v&po.~on ani of dissolving; 
the lifting pcwer of air for balloons and f or a::i.rpl.BRes. 

12 
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11. Heat a.rrl Fire---~,. expansion...9f_.l.iq11jds _and solids 
when heated, tem~-scales~ amount of heat, the calorie, 
the idea of heat' capacity; changeS-- .of .state, latent heat; 
heat transfer by conduction, convection, and radiation, the 
Thermos bottle; the nature of fire, its control and uses, 
ireluiing smelting, soldering, distillation, production of 
charcoal. 

12. Energy· arrl Machines - kirrls of energy arrl their interconvertibility; 
heat engines, voltaic cells, ard other energy converters; simple 
nechines. 

13. Magnets - phenomenological study; naking a compass; ·elementary 
theory of magnetism. 

14. Electricity - practical work with circuits to show voltage 
relationships of batteries an:l lights in series and parallel; 
conductors, switches; circuit diagrams; mea~urement of voltage 
an:l. current, Ohm's law, power in a direct:--current circuit; 
chemical effects of the current. Electro-magnetism, electromagnet, 
buzzer, galvanometer, motor.. Electromagnetic induction, generator, 
alternating current, transformer. 

15. Wayes an;l. Souffi ~ travelling and startling waves on a cord. Sourrl 
as ·a wave motion, pitch, loudness, quality, speed; production of 
sourrl by musical instruments. 

16. Light - brightness, color, speed; action of prisms and lenses; 
reflection; telescope , microscope; ultraviolet light, X-rays, 
radio waves. 

17. Life - characteristics of life common to pl.ants arrl animals, 
cellular structure, protoplasm, reproducti on, metabo}ism. Micro­
organisms and their importance to man; the hygiene of foods and 
drinking water. 

18. PJ,,ants and AninBls - differences between pl.ants arrl animals. 
Pl.ants: their structure arrl variety, classification, photosynthesis, 
importaree to man. Arri.ms.ls: their structure arrl variety, 
classification, dependence on plants. 

19. Beyoni the Earth - motions of the earth, day and night, the seasons; 
motion and phases of the moon; other planets; the sun; the 
stars. 

I 
I 
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r----··-l/ATURAL SCIENCE: Third Year 

J,. . l. Anatomy and physiology of plant s: the cell and the plarit tissues; the 

I function of nutrition; concepts covering the principal organs • roet, 

I stem, leaf; tropisms and growth auxins ; plant food; absorption of 

I. water .and minerals; nitrogen metabolism - the sources of nitrogen; 
j nitrogen cycle ; circulation of water in xylem; water evaporation; 
· carbon metabolism - chlorophyll metabolism; solute and sap in phloem; 

plant respiration; anaerobic life - alcoholic fermentation; excretion 
of waste; pl.ant reserves; nutrition in non- green plants. 

2. The fUnction of reproduction: reproduction in spermatophytes; angio­
soerns - t he flower am fecondation, the fruit, the seed; gymnosperms -
pine , palm. Reproduction in pteridophytes - ferns, selaginella 
equisetum; reproduction in mosses; repl'Oduction in thaJJ.ophyta - mush­
rooms and algae; asexual reproduction in nature f¥1d in the laboratory -
gr apfting, slips, cuttings. 

3. Study of bacteria: the work of Pasteur; culture media - antiseptic methods, 
cultivation technics. Bacteria - morphology, living habits, structure, 
general classification. Fermentation processes. 

4. Animal anatomy and physiology: general animal biology: chemical and 
physical structure of protoplasm - proteins, glucids , lipids, colloid 
state; the animal cell - the physiological structure, principle 

[ _ 

tissues in animals. The skeleton, description and articulation. The 
bone-structure, chemical composition, bone formation and bone growth. 
The muscle system - different kinds of muscles ; morphology, structure, 
characteristics; muscle contraction - muscle energy. The nervous system -
ne1"'19 tisaue; the n~.ron. . The central nervous system - anatomy and 
physiology of the principal components. Spinal nerves - cerebra spinal 
axis, spinal chord, bulb, t he brain, reflexes. The system of nutritional 
fUnctions, the sympathetic and parasympathetic aystems. The sense organs -
the skin and i ts functiona. The eye and vision - defects of vision. 

l 
I 
j 

I 

The ear and audition. 

5. The fUnction of nutrition: Digestion - the digestive apparatus, food. 
Digestion - diastases, results of digewtion and the absorption of chyle. 
The blood and the blood groups, ciroulation. Anatomy of t he ci~culation. 
Anatomy of the ciurculatory system - the heart and the blood vessels -
physiology of curculation. Composition of lymph, function and 
circulation. Immunity and vaccination. Anatomy of the respiratory system; 
mechanical and physic-chemical reactions in respiratory processes.I 
respiration in the tissues and in the cells. Body heat and regulation. 
Excretion of urine; structure and physiology of the urinary apparatus. 
The excretion of sweat.; bile. Regulation of various 
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6. 

. ---------------- ·-
---- -· 

functions - nervous, hormonal; the ,·f:!¢i:>crine glands, thyroids, 
parathyroids, spleen, adrenal gland~{ pituitary glarrl, gonads. 

Sexua.J. reprcduction: The ,.evolutiotof germinal cells . into gametes; _ 
chromatic reduction; fecurrlati on, ~rthenogenesis; sex 
determination. laws of Mendel; chromosome theory of heredity. .-· · 

PHYSICAL SCIENCE: Fourth Year 
_ _,.---

.L ........ Astronomy (to be accompanied by naked-eye arrl telescopic observations 
as occasion permits) 

The Solar Sys,tem: . 

a. The sun: distance, size, temperature, composition, gravitational 
attraction; the source of nearly a11 terrestrial energy. 

b. The planets: na.nes, distance, size, revolution about the sun; 
their general nature arrl the possibility or impossibility o.f lifeo 
on them. 

c. The earth as a planet: comparison with other planets; special 
cor:rlitions making life possible. Inclination of the plane of 
the equator to the plane of the orbit, giving rise to climatic 
zones an:i seasons. 

d. The moon: size, dista.m e , nature; explanation of its phases 
and of tides; eclipses. Artificial satellites. 

Stars and Galaxies: 

a. Their size, di stare e, number, arrl general nature. 

b. Their apparent daily arrl annual motions; recognition of a few · 
iromirent constellations and bright stars visible at this time 
of year. 

2. /fl~ysics 
----

Mechanics: 

a. Displacement, velocity, and farce represented by vectors; 
vector addition; components of vectors. 

I 

b. Kinematics: relation of distance, velocity, time, and 
acceleration. 

c. Forces in equilibrium. Center of gravity. Use of the balance 
fer weighing. 
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d. Forces prCxiucing accelerat.:iion;·-; fi..ee ~fall; aJceleraj:.ion tCMard 
the center of a curved pa.th; orbits of sat~lit·es.. 

e. Energy, work, p<:Mer; . simple mac!rl,nes: levers, wheels, inelined 
planes, screws; efficiency. 

· f. Pressure of liquids: variation with depth; water supply systems • 

g • Pressure of gases; atmospheric pressure, the barometer. 

"'f" . .i ·~---- . ..J... n~-si·ty· 
. ·-.. ~ , 

~; r . 
~ .. 

,. 
:~ 
·i .. 

-. ' 
I 

I 
. ! 

' :; .. 
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Heat (the the 2nd year is reviewed, · arrl each topic is 
exprurl~d into xoore detail arrl espec;i.ally into ·quantitative 
cons id eratiops) : 

J 

a. Temper9ture; expansion of solids, liquids, and gases; 
thermometers. 

b. ·Heat transfer by convection, corrluction, and radiation. 

Heat capacity; units of heat; measurement of heat. 

Changes of state: vaporization, condensation, melting, 
freezing; latent heat; kinetic molecular theory of matter. 

',,\. Conversion of heat into ...,rk: heat engines; operation of the 
'• \ gaso~ engine. 
~ t . 
lftltnetism and Electricity: 

"I t 
~ . 

a~ .. iMagnets: Review of the work of the 2nd year; notions of field 
~ - strength arrl flux. 

b. Electricity: 
of a current. 
of a cell. 

Review of the 2nd yea:r' s work. Heating effect . 
Ohm's law in d.c. circuits. Internal resistance 

1· • c. Electromagnetic effects. Magnetic field of a current in a 
straight wire and in a solenoid; applications in motors, 
te~traph and telephone instrunents, etc. Induction of an emf 
by change o'f nagnetic flux; applications in d.c. and a.c. 
generators and in transformers. Nature of alternating current 
and reasons fo.r it s use • 

. ~ d. Qualitative discussion· of diode arrl triode vacuum tubes arrl 
tre..ns istors. Intrcxi uction to basic detector arrl amplifier 
circuits in radio. · Nature of radio waves. · 

!.. 
j 
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Optics: 

a. Nature and :5peed of light; comparison with heat r adiation arrl 
r adio waves. Rectilinear propagation arrl. its consequences. 

b. Image formation by mirrors an::i lenses; positions am relative 
sizes of object arrl im:l.ge . Applications i~ magnifying glass, 
ca.,~era, microscope and telescope, considered in more detail than 
in the 2nd year. 

, 
c. Color : Nature of white light; formation of a spectrum by a 

prism; applications in chemical analysis. 

3. Geology 

Minerals and Roe ks: 

a. Study of a few connnon minerals, their phys ical properties, 
chemical composition, .and commercial importance. ExGinples: 
quartz, calcit e , mica, rock salt, gypsum, coal, hematite, 
pyrite, feldspar. 

b. Origin arrl. nature of igneous rocks. Examples: granite , 
basalt, obsid ian. 

c. Origin and ra ture of sedimentary rocks. Examples : limestone, 
shale, sandstone, Their economic importance. 

d. Natur e of metamorphism. Examples of rretamorphic rocks: gneiss, 
schist, marble. 

e. Mineral resources of Lc>.os, presently exploited arrl potentially 
exploitable • 

.. Land Forms arrl Geologic Processes (since the major types of lam 
form have already been studied in earlier geography courses, the 
emphasis here is on the processes which shape "'.,hem arrl which destroy 

· them): 

a. Vulcanism an:i mountain building; earthquakes. 

b. Rivers; ground water; erosion by water, wind, and ice; 
plains and deltas . 

c. Seas and oceans ; coast-lines; islands. 

Geologic History: 

a. Basic ideas of stratigraphy; significance of fossils. 



~· 

b. An outline of earth history in .~rme-· .Qf:_~~.; . 
examples of pa.st forms of llfe 8nd their"relation to forms now 

::living. . 

Conserve.tion of Soil, Water, Minerals, Forests, am Other Natural 
Reso.~ ces: · 

· .a. ·Mineral i resources in Laos. Mining arrl processing OP3rations. 
Conservation of mineral resources. 

",· 

b. Water a~ utilization of water ros.our.ces, agricultural uses, 
~1er uses. 

c. Forests, ·i'eforestration procedures, i:unbering and ~:mservation. 
Tree culture for lumber arrl other prcx:iucts. B;>.mboo culture. 

d. Othtjr resources - aninal, plants, etc. ,. 

Meteorology: i 

a. Cloud forrm.tions, weather station instruments and operatiqn, 
{make weather station ansi repo~ findings), causes of 
atmospheric pressure ·changes, tanperature, humidity, win:i, rain 
·ani rain cycles. 

b. Climate zones an:l · caus~s of seasons. 

c. Oceans, seas, lakes, forests and their effect on climate. 

· d. Gil.irate of Laos and causes. 

e. Weather forecastirg. 

THE OBJECTIVE? OF THE SOCIAL . STUDIES 

A, Meanings: 

The social studies normally anprace subject nB.tter fr001 the field• 
of history, geography, political. science, economics, and anthropology. 
Hew ever, although one may use these areas for organizational ' 
purposes, the content of the social studies also includes a process 
or way of learning. Through this process comes the developme~t, o~ 
meaningful social concepts and generalizations, proper social 
attitudes ani values, an:l ef:ficient social skills arrl abilities. 
The social competencies, together with urderst..arrlings o'C' the present 
world problems with which man struggles, are basic to good 
citizenship. . . · 

- lB -
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Although the process an:l subj ect cont ent of the socia l studies 
deal with bodi es of knowledge r elat ed to the stu:iy of the social 
environment , and ar e ,ther ef ore, called social stu:iies, th ey are 
related t o pr oblems in other instructional fields such as science 
arrl agricultur e , and t hey should be taught with these r elationshi ps 
in mind . 

B. Objectives : 

. Through organiz ed studi es i n the social studie s an:l. the use of the 
pr- ocess of the socia l studies, the t eacher endeavors to help each 
stu:l. ent t o: 

1 . Beco:rre a usef ul citizens in local, national, an:l. world public 
affairs . 

2 . Develop iruxi es of r esponsible behavior such as concern f or 
others , open-mindedness, cr0ativeness, and cooperati on . 

3. Devel op group-action skills , r ecognizing t he value of group 
decis i on rm.king, r espect f or differences of opinion , and 
sh0"1ing high r egard f or the rights of minorities while abiding 
by majority decision. 

4. Develop the ability to think critically nnd creatively . 

5. Appr ecia t e and r espect other people, differ ent cultures, and 
the contribut i ons of others in devel oping ways of living . 

6. Acquire and use functional informati on, conc epts, and under­
standings of t he basic functi ons of human living . 

C. · Organization for Teaching : 

Within the framework of t he subject t opics, the social stud~es 
courses will emphasize the int eracti on of economic, social, , 
political and geographic forces in cont emporary affairs . It will 
also em.ploy, wher e ill mrJ_nat i ng, ve.rious historical refer ences and 
concepts. The student will begin with a study of his own country, 
widening t o a stu:iy of Asia in general and then moving Eastward t o 
the Americas , Eur ope , Africa , an:l. the Middle East . Rather than 
r ote memorizati on of unrel at ed f acts, the stress of the se courses 
will be on thinking, r easoning and analysis, with a firm f oun:l. ation 
of r el evant f actual knowledge . 
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HISTORY ANLJ GEOGRAPHY OF IACS: . F:irst Year 

Teaching will be through a ccmbin-'.l ti on of methcds including discussions, 
arrl introduction t o stud ant r esearch and a minimum of l e ctures but with 
a large numb er of teaching aids . 

General aims : 

1. To devel op a gen.3ral knowledge of the physical f eatur es of Laos . 
To t each an urrlerstanding of how the s e have affected life of the 
people . Locati on of citi es , different agricultural activitie s, 
ne.tural wealth: m0tals, forest products. 

2 . M~p skills - r ead and make tr~ps of various kinds . 

3. Hist.Jry of the Lao arrl of Laos, eff ect on governm:mt, problems cf 
the govern.~ent, 8C~ norny (present , past and futur e) , Lao leaders, 
past and pr ,:; s ent; f ·.)r eign influences, past and present; r e lation­
ship of Laos to other countries - p:ist and future . 

4. Understarrling .of the ways of life of the many people living in Laos 
and their contribution t o th~ country. Events of today and their 
historical backgr ound and geographical basis . 

General Development : Geo graphy 

1. Wl1?..t is a rnc:.p1 How does what we see around us l ook on a map? 
Study a topographical rrap artl a flat map t o see how they compare . 
Discuss different types of maps: ethnographic, agricultur<'..l , 
clirrate, r ainfall , etc. 

2. Study the Mekong and its tributarie s; their origins, the country­
sid e through which thay flow; and their influence on th e land and 
men that surround them. Draw these into the maps that the students 
n.r e rn king as they are studying. 

3. Stu:ly the important mountains , plateaus and passes; what kinds of 
people live near them, arrl how do these geographic f eatures 
influence those men? Include these on the students' maps . 

4. Study th e important towns and roads; discuss why they are loc ated 
whe r 0 they are and include them on the maps . These maps will then 
be put into the notebo ok that the stuient will use for the r e st of 
the year . 

History 

5. Whc.t is history? Why do we study it? What is the best methcd of 
studying it? 
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Early people of Laos; the goverrurents they lived un:ier (Champa, 
Angkor) ; the effect those foreign cultures had on the early 
people; what happened to those early people. 

6. The Lao people th emselves ; the first mention of them, ~ their 
founding of the kingdom of Nan Chao, their achievements and their 
expansion under Khun Lo, their gradual southward migration, 
defeat of Nan Chao. 

7. The fourrling of Lan Xang and the expansion un:i.er Fa Ngum; the 
growth of knowledge with the coming of Buddhism and writing. 

e. Sam Sere Thai Is eXpansion and organization of the kingdom, the 
economic growth of the country and of Buddhism, the influence of 
Buddhism on village lif e . 

9. A r eview of Lan Xang and what life was like them including the 
achievements which had already been ma.de or learned by the Lao 
people. 

10. Years of war with Annam; the struggle for the throne and the 
weakening of the country which led to the war with Armam; 
eventual r ebuilding P_.nd consolf'ting done by" Souvanna Palang. 

11. Years of peace and development of trade with Thailan:i; further 
strength of Lan Xang; Photisarath and hav he strengthened 
Buddhism arrl tried to discourage the worship of the Phi; removal 
of the capital to Vientiane and why; war with Siam and the 
beginnings of the war far Chieng Mai. 

12. Setthathirat battles the Burmese ; alliance with Ayuthia; 
fortifying and beautification of Vientiane. 

13. Burmese invasions of Laos; disputes over the succession to the 
throne; interfamial strife which leads to the weakness of the 
country; the confused historical period. 

14. Peace arrl unity un:ier Souligm Vongsa; agreements to define 
bourrlaries; visit of the first Europeans; war with Tran Ninh; 
achievements ma.de in the arts and crafts; first official 
Buddhist schools established; execution of his son which led to 
the division of the country. 

15 . Capture of Vientiane by Sai Ong Hue arrl the Vietnamese army; 
separation from Luang Prabang; Chao Anou' s strengthening of 
Vientiane arrl attempted bid for in:iependence; Vientiane 
devastated arrl the kingdom ended; Tran Ninh became pa.rt of 
Armc:i.m; Luang Prabang becaroo a dependence of Siam but sent honage 
to Armam to offset Siam's influence - and this became the excuse 
for the French to take over Laos as a protectorate. 
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16. The Ho 1 s inve.d ed from Chim; the Sic:.mes e army chas8d th em out 
cind stayed to influenc e the country; Pavie ' s fir st Hi s sion; 
Siames e a rmy lea ves Luang Pr~bang . 

17. Zakharine be ceme ·king; Pavie's 2nd and 3rd missions; Fr0nch 
menac0 Bangkok; 10ft bank un:ier Frcneh .kfontrol - but the ma.jori ty 
of the Lao r emain under Siamese control on the right bank; the 
1902, 04 <:>rd 07 treaties; King Sisavang Vong became king over a 
srmller Laos tha:n the old Lan Xang. 

18. Fr0nch fiscal control a rd judicia l organization; maps of the 
country. 

19 . J apg. nese occupation and capitulation; formation of the Lao 
Issc.ra; Modus Vivenii a nd int ernal autonomy; right bank 
t erritorie s r e turned to Laos. 

20 . Constituent Assembly , the new Constitution and ini e pendence in 
the French Union . 

21. Pathet Lao org.:mized; began invasions; Geneva Conf erenc e ; th e 
1956-7 a greements between the RIG and the PL; Kong Le's coup 
d 1 et at; Gene va Agreements of 1962 arrl the government of the 
National Union . 

GOVERNlIBhT 

22. A study of the government of Laos - the l e gislatur e . Visit eithe r 
the r~ational As sembly or see the film "You .:;.nd your legislature ." 

23 . The .~xecutivc br c:: nch: including the Prime Minister and the 
cnbinet; the Ministry of the Interior. Who are th ey arrl what do 
t hE::?\J do? 

24 . ThG Judicic. l Branch - what courts c-~ r e there and where are th ey? 
Whs.t kinds of laws are th ey and wher e did they come from? Pay 
~ visit to one of the courts to se e the procedur es. 

ECONOMICS 

· 25. A g,;;m r al s t udy of th e economics of Laos - including a r eview of 
t he r ·3source s o..vaifabl0 and the pr esent industri es . Pay a vi sit 
t o one of the factori es. 

26. A s tudy o.f th 3 imports and exports of the country and how th ey 
aff ect life . Show the interdependence of countries today. 
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PROBLE145 STUDY 

27 . Dis cuss various problems that fac e the country and try to think 
of possibl e s olutions th t>t fit in with the situation that Laos 
finis itself in to day . Problems migjlt include : 

<l . How can we us e our mtural r esource s wi sely in developing 
the e conom..y . 

b . Wha t can b e done to h elp the economy develop? 

c. What iniustries 'could be developed in the country t o utilize 
the r e sources tha t a r e at ha.rrl? 

d . Wha t ca n stuients do to he lp their country? 

e . Wha t can be done to make all the citizens of Laos fee l a pa.rt 
of the country , regardless of ethnic group? 

f . How can we make our school or city a bett er place to live , 
work a nd play? 

g . How can we use l eisure time mor e eff ectively? 

This would be on a very elenentary l eve l - but would begin to deve lop 
the students' ability to think out the various parts of a problem an:i 
then try to s eek out the so lutions . It v.uuld prep!:Lre them f or the more 
difficult problem solving that th ey will have in l at er classes . 

SOCIAL STUDIES: Secon:i Year 

1. Introduction t o Geogra phy: 

a . Wh?.t is geography? 
b . How maps ar e used in geogra phy, ba sic t ools reeded f or using 

maps and globes. 
c. Ba sic geographic t erms and concepts . 
d . Location of countries in Asia and South east Asia - ca pitals , 

:mnjor river s , bodie s of wat er . 

2 . Southeast Asi a : 

a . Land f orms : 

Islands ani peninsula s 
Location of countri es in r el ation t o each othe r cmd the world 
Out standing lan:i f eature s 
Effect of l and f eatur e s on population distribution 



b. Clir.~1.te: t_ ' 

Tropic<U clire t G - 8Xpl0.na ti on e .. rrl dof ini tion 
Monsoon season - r cgiom 1 v? .. riati on n.nd co..us es 
Regional variations in climat 2 
Influence of cli.r.lat0 on vegLltation e.nd way of lif e 
Int .::;raction of land and climate 

c. History: 

Origins of peopl~s of the area 
Chines e , In:lian and Moslem influences 
The role of r eligion 
The Kluner Kingdom - Angkor 
Reaso ns f or the errtranc o of W0stern ers 
Positive arri negative effects of colonization 
Japanes e occup:i. ti on an:l Worl d War II 
Growth of irrl epcmdence movere nts 
Problems after in:lependence 

d . People : 

Origins 
Occupe.ti ons 
Populati on distribution 
Urban and rural a r eas 
Ethnic minoriti..: s in r emote r egions 
Diffe r ences and similaritie s in customs 
Major r e ligions and ani!ll.ism 

0 . Fe.rming and fishing: 

Areas of land cultivati on 
Typ0s of f arming 
Problems f aced by farmers; solutions 
rfo.jor crops 
Ccmpetition fr om s:.rnth,Jtic products 
Importance of fish 
Difficulties and improvements in the fishing industry 
Fis hh:g and farming as complementary activities 

f. Natural r c; sources: 

Rol~ of f or eigners in development 
Location arrl us0s of major resources - miner~ls , water:--power, 

f or ests 
Importance of r e s ources for economic development 
Probl ems ir. deve l oping r csour ces; so lutions 
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g . Transportation arrl communication: 

Types of t r ansportation 
Influence of land f orms end climate on transportation 
Probl ems an:i solutions in transportation 
Types of communic ati on 
Role in uniting a country 

h . Festivals , r ecreation, arts: 

Similar iti es and differences among count ries 
Religi ous influen ces in art and archit ecture 
Origins of f est ivals and differ ent types of r ecf eatiori 

3. Depth Study of Irrlividual Countrie s : 

Indonesia 
The Philippines 
Burma 
Thailand 
Malaysia 
Singapore 
Sarawak, Sabah and Brunei 

Each of these countries will be studi ed in terms of : 

a. Geography, clirmte , natural r esources , population patterns, 
occupations , transportati on and connnunication, urban areas. 

b . Capsule history 
Current events 

c. Gav errnnent, education 

Note : Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam have been omitt ed from this 
list because this materi al i s cover ed in the First Year 
Social Science course . Ref erenc e will, of necessity , be 
rmde t o these countrie s during the year , but they will 
not be studied in depth in this part of th e course . 

4. Beyon:i Southeast Asia : 

a. China: 

Geographic featur es arrl political areas 
Climate an:i variations 
Maj or cities and river s 
Agriculture 
Natural resources arrl industry 
The Chinese people - population an:l culture 
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ThG Communist Revolution - causes and consGquences 
Communist China and Nationalist Chim 
China and world affairs - current events 

b. Jap:in: 

Geographic features an:i clirete 
Major urban areas 
population patterns 
Rural areas an:i agriculture 
Industrial progress an:i resources 
The probl em of raw materials 
World We.r II and its effects 
Social an::l cultural change in Japan 
Political change 
Current ev0nts in Japan 

c. India : 

Geographic features arrl variations in cl:im:: te 
Growth of major urban aroas 
Population - size and distributior­
Agricultura.l problems 
Natural r esources arrl problems of industrialization 
British col onialization arrl its effects 
Tho social syst em a rrl culture of I ndia 
Problems of Pakistan 
Neutralism in Iniia 
Current ·~vents 

5. Cunclusion: 

Asi~ and Southeast Asia 
The Role of Asia in Worl d Affair s 
The Future - What Dll' ection? 

SOCIAL STUDIES: Third Year 

North arrl South America 

1. Background for v-rorld affairs: the political world - cultural 
forces , eccnonuc forces, geo-political forc es , large and small 
nation r el ati onships . Maps arrl globes and the ir relati onship to 
thu world . 

2. The United States of America: Histor y, politics , geographi cal 
features, government; role in world affall's . Cnnada and its 
int cr-re1atodness to the United States of Aroorica; politi cs , 
history, geogr aphical fentures; r elationship Tu) the commonwealth. 
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3 . Latin America : History, politics, geografhical f eatures, govern­
.rre nt s , int er - r elationships of one country t o another in the area; 
contributions and effects on world affairs. 

4. Oceans , air and space in world affairs: physical geography of the 
oceans , politica l r elationships involved in the oceans; politics 
an:l r el ationship of th e space age t o world politics, social affairs 
and un:lerstanding of geography . 

SOCIAL STUDIES: Fourth Year 

Europe , Mediteranean count ries ag:i Africa 

1. Europe: Wester n civilization and culture development in Europe ; 
European nations and colonies , comnerce , agriculture , industr i es . 
Northwest , Scandinavian countries - people , economies , geography, 
politics . Southern and Eastern Europe: Countries involved : 
people , history, econorra es , geography, politics . The Sovie t Union: 
Georr aphy, economics , politics , history, place in worl affairs . 

2 . The Middle East: Contribution to the sociological , economic and 
political developrrent of the west ern nations - connecting link 
between East and West - North an:l South . Geographical features , 
history , economics , politics arrl effect on world aff2.irs . 

3 . Africa : History, countries involved , effect of co.lonialism, 
emergenc e of nati ons to nationalism; geography , politics , economics , 
history and effect on world affairs . 

4. Interrel ationship of the changing world : European Common Market 
nations an:l the r el ati onship of geography, politics , economics on 
the world scene . Lessons to be l earned from the ECM f or other 
areas of the world (..,. outheast Common Market of Nations) , etc.' 

GOALS OF THE ffiACTICAL ARTS IN TEACHER [r~ "0 .].J' I GE. 

Practical arts experiences ar e on-going; they arise from previous 
exper iences and contribute t o further experiences . A good program can 
accomplish the f ollowing: 

1 . Deepen understan:ling of the content of any instructional field . 

2 . Provi de enrichment acti·."i ties and experiences which clarify 
thinking, exten:l knowledge, and supply meanings which buiJd 
desired concepts . Motivate further study an:l experience and 
create new int er ests . 

3 . Create opportunity f or f unctional use of l anguage , science an:l 
arithmetic skills . Provi de opportunities to devel op physical 



4. 

5. 

coordination. Provide opportunities for working together 
coo:r:eratively and for social growth. Provide wholesome creative 
outlets. Provide for emotional grru th through satisfaction fourrl 
in planning and creating. 

) S: 
Develop an appreciation for the dignity of labor, the skill of the 
crafts:rra.n an:i the problems of society involved in industry. 

Realization of importance ·of ·developing worthy fr:ee-time activities; 
Develop a realization of the value of planning, efficient execution 
of plans , evaluation of results of a well · executed plan. Develop 
a realization of one's lirrQtations in developing :rra.terials and 
working with the natural environment . 

ARTS AND CRAFTS: Second Year 

1. Use and care of common hand tools; rraking simple tools ··(drills, 
saws , planes , harrrrners, chisels, squares, augers) . 

2 . Bamboo craft, construction of simple projects including rattan 
development . Simple bookbirrling arrl rretal craft. 

3. Sign and po$ter naking, using stencils, silkscreen techniques and 
block printing techniques. Lettering with pen and brush . Layout 
and simple . sketch drawing . Reading and producing simple blue 
prints . 

4. Applic ati on of paints and varnishes. Mix paints, thin arrl 
aP!)lications. 

5. Simple lacquer ware construction and development; in-laying and 
wood carving. 

6. Simple ceramic t e chniques . Kiln operatibn, turning, throwing, 
forming . 

PRACTICAL ARTS (BJYS): Third Year 

1. Woodworking (;J-8 weeks): 

a. Lao woods: names (Lao and scientific), physical qualities, 
grruth characteristics, uses . Types of woods commercially 
available, Lao for estry methods, seasoning of woods - Laos, 
general techniques. 

b. Shop planning and measurement: reading mid understarrling 
pictorial drawing; orthographic pro je cti on drawing, measure­
ment systems , starrlard lumber measurerrent s. 
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c. Hand tools: names and us es of tools, care arrl maintenanc e , 
practice in usage . Simpl e projects utilizing each tool. 

d. Woodworking processes: me thods of planing, squaring, sawing, 
nailing, screwing, gluing , pegging. 

e . Finishing techniques : scraping , sanding, preparation of woods, 
stains, fillers, seal ers. Types of abrasives , tools, methods 
of us e arrl proper tools to be used. 

f. Types of wood finishes: varnishes-types, methods of applic ation, 
thinners, solvents, drying and durabilit y. Shellac: types , 
method of application, thinners, solvent s , drying and durability. 
Lacquers, paints a nd enamels. 

g. Electrical power tool use : table saw, jointer, band saw, drill 
pr ess, wood lathe , portable power tools: methods of use, 
safety factors, why and when t o us e each tool as well as the 
how to us e . 

2. Metal Work ( 6 weeks): 

a . Learn t o use metal worker's tools: hacksaw, drill, file, anvil, 
hannner, folding rule, pliers, wooden mallet , raising hammer , 
planishing hammer, tinner's shears, dividers, calipers, scriber . 

b. Learn to heat iron, t o planish circular, square and r ectan~ilnr 
pieces, t o form sharp points; tenpering and hardening of steel, 
bending and sh aping . 

c. Silver solder, el ectric solder . 

d. Learn how t o drill galvanized iron, planish iron and aluminum 
sheets. Ma ke simple tools, planing, forming, shaping . 

e . Make simple obje ct s using tools, jigs arrl t echniques l earned: 
i. e . cube form, triangular, hexagonal forms, cups, trays, oil 
can, metal plat es, etc. 

3 . Auto Mechanics ( 6 weeks): 

a . Learn first echelon maint enanc e on a motor vehicle; types of 
engiros and power transmission; various system: power 
suspension, control . Oiling , greasing, battery care, radiator 
care, tightening and checking of machines. 

b. Change arrl repair a tir e , wheel bearing, oil seal, fan belt, 
·· ·· ·generator, starter, check timing, adjust timing, adjust 

distributor and clean points and spg.rk plugs. 
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c. Strees cle~nline ss, periodic rreintena~c e and r ecords, gene ral 
rraintenance. 

4. El ectricity (4 weeks): 

a . Lear n t o use a l ectrici a ns ' tools: round pliers, f;l.atnose 
pliers, cµtting pliers , scr ew driver , e l ectr ic ~ torch 
soldering irons , wire strippers. 

b. Learn how to set an electric wire ,. a fuse, to cut an e l e ctric 
current, to connect a light , a bell , a receptacle . Solder 
wire joints ar:d connections . Strees safety . 

c. Learn principles of el e ctric generation and rnngnet , magnetic 
fields, current flow, Ohm's law , Volta law, measurement of 
current flow , resistanc e . 

d . Stu::ly operation of a single cylinder gasoline genera.tor . Be 
ab l e to oper ate Rrrl maintain . 

5 • Masonry ( 2 wee ks) : 

a. Mason tools nm how t o us e th em . Making simple mason aids . 

b . Mruc e caner ete forms, m.iJi:: an:l pour concrete . Lay up a smal 1 
brick or block wall and a r etaining wall. Finish a flat 
surface of pour ed cerrent an:i ceme nt plastering . Lay out a 
corner an:i square it; following a construction pl.an. 

HOME EOON011ICS (GIRLS ) : Third Year 

1. Basic human physiology a nd applied personal health : emphasis on 
digestion, ci rculation, respiration , elimin:i.tion . Good sanitation 
h.~bits : importance of safe water supply, etc . Garbage arrl wast e 
disposal: soak pit, l a trine , rubbish burning, etc . Insect an:i 
rcxi0nt control: mosquito netting, scr eens , focxi covers , cl ean 
ya rds , food stor age . Wa shing hands a rrl dishes: proper us e of soap 
or soap substitutes an:i hot clean wat er . 

2. Introduction to nutrition: four Lao food groups a nd wat er . Proper 
na i nt emnc e and procedures of a. f oo d's laboratory . Sanitation and 
simpl e food preparations : washing and peeling f r uits nnd vegetables , 
cooking rice . Time and energy managerrent in kitchen work: analysis 
of steps in pr eparation and co oking of foods . 

3. Proper grooming and use of household machine s : dre ssing, care of 
ha.ir, nc:ils a rrl body . Care and us e of the sewing machine: rnmes 
of the par ts of the nnchine , corl'.'ect me thod of threading , ope.ration, 
:nnint~nance , cleaning. Simple s~wing proje cts : a pron; button hol e s, 
s c;am f i nishing , children 1 s clothing. 
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AGRICULTlRE (4 Hours): Fourth Year 

1 . Rubbish and elimination of garbage . Using garbage as fertilizer. 
Using garbage as animal f eed, fish f eed. 

2. Fish propagation and pond care . 

3 . Garden tools and their care . Essential conditions far growing 
fruit trees, f ertilization, spraying, harvesting . Vegetable 
gm-dening (loc ation, wat ering, spraying, f ertiliz ers, harvesting) . 

4. Sele ction of vegetable s eeds for th e climate an:i l o cal co n:iitions. 
Fruit trees , grafting, trimming, picking, harvesting. 

5. Domestic animals: obj:; ctives of raising domestic animals, animal 
cages - their a rrangerrent and care; care and f eeding of aniJTu.-J.ls; 
diseas es and µ- evention; rrarketing . 

6. Ess ential things to know f er the raising of chickens, ducks, gee se, 
pigeons, rabbits, hogs , cows, water buffalo . 

7. Bee s, beehives and methods of growing and developing hives; 
me.rketing , care . Silkworms an:i their propagation. 

8 . Irrlividual or group pro j e cts in raisine small ani.mlls and d eveloping 
of veget able gardens . 

HOME ECONOMICS: Fourth Year 

1. Food preparation: different rretha:is of co oking: frying, boiling, 
roasting, steaming. 

2 . Meal planning and f ood buying: field trips to school kitchen and 
rrarket . 

3 . Maternal and. child car e unit: femal e physiology, pregnancy, 
prenatal care, child ca r e , handling the new baby, clothing. 

4. First aid and safety in the home: ways and r.eans of pre venting 
common childhood and household accidents . Em:::rgency first aid 
practices, bandaging, burns , cuts, artificial respiration. 

5. Making clothing: blouse - co nstruction of a pattern, cutting a 
blouse, s el ection of material , fitting , finishing . Car e a n:i r epair 
of clothing: patching , buttons, r eplacing a zipper, weaving , 
men:iing . Construction of a 11Sin." 
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THE OBJECTIVES OF THE LANGUAGE ARTS 

Discussion 

The development of skills in the language al;'ts means the development of 
skills in the process of communication, without which no nation can pros­
per and the family of nations cannot achieve permanent peace in the world. 
This is not so much due to the fact that different nations speak different 
languages as it is to the interpretation put on what is said. Communica­
tion is the exchange among people of thoughts, beliefs, information and 
f eelings, and it embraces all means of conveying ideas. It is a vital 
need of man that he be able to express himself in spoken and writteh 
forms so that others may understand him. In the process of communicat­
ing there must be those who express and those who receive these 
expressions, and it must be a two-way process, because unless the 
receiver reacts in some way to the ideas of another, communication has 
not taken place. 

Thus, the language arts program may be divided into the study and prac­
tice of four related language processes: The expressive (outgoing) 
processes of speaking and writing and the receptive (incoming) processes 
of reading and listening. Through the interaction of all of these pro­
cesses comes understanding, and understanding causes some. kind of 
action within the individual, because con:ununication is meaningless 
unle ss it r eflects thinking. 

Language is not the only means of communication because man also ex­
presses himself through the media of music, dance, drama and the 
graphic arts, and he encounters in daily living numerous sounds ~nd sym­
bols that have meaning for him. It is the responsibility of the language 
arts program to develop in students the basic language skills. 

Objectives 

The language arts· program seeks to develop skills of comrriunication for 
l earning, for living with others, for becoming self- sufficient, productive 
citizens through assisting students to: 

1. Communicate effectively in situations involving the organization, 
assimilation and expression of ideas. 

2. Acqui·re the specific language skills ·of listening, speaking, · 
writing, reading and studying. 
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3. Become acquainted with worthwhile liter2.ture; to ba interested 
in reading it and using it to increase understanding of human behavior 
and spiritual values. 

4. Understand the uses of m as s media and to discriminate between 
good and bad uses of such media, 

5. Beccme intereRted in other :anRu.a15es as an ai l in understanding 
other peoples, and their history and literatur e , a nd as a. tool for further 
study through these languages. 

6. Acquire pois~ ::i.nd E'elf-corfi(1"'rice t:-::-r ·1- 1:> i}S ~ng the language 
appropriately and correctly. 

7. Make sound ju.dgments and assuri.e res ;~o ~o::- :i.b ) ~ity for their 
spoken and written language. 

Organizing for Teachers 

Because of the importance of the Lao l anguage in dev8l Oi)ing a literate 
nation and in welding the people t .::: J c the:c t h.1:ou'S h <c·s e "'..c:d b c~t 2 ·: c:) rr:.­
municatior , ? :id b e cau cie the tenc h e:· s ucin3 i:::c~p :.t:=c 1J. \\ i: 1 tea ch £m· the 
most part in t he L a o iaI'.0'-'..~ge , it iJ i>.u..:.r ~:~ "'..!.::.'.: :;. __ .>· O.i >::,,1:1iz td Lao 
language experience ::;l10u:d be p rovi.de J (i.L1::ing e3.c h ye >::- . 

An effective, prac tical c ontrol of be:~,. ~· -~-,:~.:: .'l 2rd -.;i ~.t;. '.' .t : ~, ;:-t;ua [;rc :.s '" 
necessity in th ~ so r.: :i.e ty l'.. r.d :..>c l ioo!s o.£ :... ~ a :: ~: . : r -~.: ~: ·; ~ ::. · :o ilo1· .. ~ d an d 

expected thc:.t C1rm<.5 h E"?::!Ci. :::.1_ t e2.cl-:e :r t :::.: --: : YS :': : .;g "- ,~ ... ; i:<~ i 2-.:e d ~n Laos 
that instruction in l c.n guc.ge can b e upg raded, ):;:;n:.:;l:~c-:i.s ~3 I'laced upon 
proper use of lr:!. ;-:..g u<i ge s .. :s pcken ar:d v-;?:itt e:.1 -- a ;1 wc~l c.s h.:.w to transmit 
this knowledge to c:.J.10: ::: . T>.e :-<te::-rqt i ::: r.nad.2 to ::.:.-::i:cnt :~ . :c:1·::icle o f i!l­
struction wh:ch i3 <1.•: ::i•.re ::i. ;:d co:~c!·,Ae i.1 the c ::;tL~ ·· ,-.'.el! +. rJf l.::1gl1.c:.e e 
instruction. 

A deliberate effort has been r.no.d e ~ ;-, Laos Lc.-. r ·:...:.·u a 3 r .~. c..u:l.l but system­
atic organization of a corr.r- '.e t e c our se of :.--1 t -~~i.: : ~.y, \<,;~ • . ic:i. ha3 been 
revised for all g r ade s in the !j~tion<'c .i L :.::, , ' ''. c ·•:,11?..; ·..;: ___ e ~.:: taken to 
maintain c:-.rirl ex:r-1~ '"'. ·i ~~~ ~ .. ,,, · ·:· ' ·· 0

;· ' ' '-> ,·r, .ahor. th:rough 

the use of the EngEs h or French LJ.:1::,.,-- __, c , 

Since the language of instruction in th <:o Yr>.,·- - ~ ·- E..-2 , ti c·:i of t : .. e ES P is the 
English language, m a jor empha~i ~ du r ing ~ 1- ~ ;: ~ :c-2 ti ::: v-1 y e.:c s is given to 
this language . Ho-vvever, Lao c:.nd Fren::.h l?..:-ig-t2 ~1ge c core ~!1.to the pro­
gram and have a proportionate place i ii. t he :;.angu~i:se a:i:- t s ~_t) ecialized 

training field. 



English Pronunciation 

Obj ec t ive s 

The purpos e of the p r onunciation c ourse in the English Sectio n at the 
National Education Center is to teach th.e students t o corr ectly pronounc e 
t he s ounds of English. When languag es are taught, the teachers do n ot 
u s u ally c oncent rate on p r onunciation. Thus a student is not actually 
t aught to p r o n ounc e the language he is learning . But w e do s pecifically 
tea c h the difficult s ounds of English. 

Some E nglish s ounds are very similar to Lao sounds, e. g., /n rn/'. We 
do not b othe r with these sounds. But s ome English sounds have nc equi- · 
v a l e nt in t h e Lao language . It is t hese sounds t hat a re taught during the 
p ronunciat io n hour each day, e. g., /r w g z/, inany other c onsonants, 
a nd mos t of the v owels. 

Oft en one hears s omebo dy s peaking with an "acc en t ". Sometime s .i t is 
obv i ous what the mistake is: /1/ c onfused with Ir/ by a Lao s p eaking 
English; / ph/ c o nfused with / p / by an American speaking Lao . All the 
:;:::i r ob l e m s that L a o speake r s have with English sounds h av e b e en s tu d i e d 
and c atalogu ed. It is the s e s ounds that are being taugh t in p r onunciatio n. 

E n glish Grammar 

Obj ectives 

Lingu i stic analy s is reve als that all language s, s poken and writte n, can 
b~ broken dow n into basic structural patterns. These s e nte nc e patte rns 
are the framewo rk of g rammar. It is hoped that the stud ent will gain an 
uade r s t a nding of the unde rlying differences between his own languag e 
a nd E n glis h and s oon acquire a mastery cf the p atterns of the n ew languag e . 

The m e t h o d us e d t o impart this skill t o the students is generally r eferr ed 
t o as t h 2 "mimicry-memorization'' t echnique. The student is asked t o 
imitat e the t eache r's r epr o duction of the material and t o memc rize the 
patt e r n s s o that eventually his r e s ponses will becorne fairly s p o ntaneous. 
He i s t hen a ble t o construct his own sentences by substituting v ocabulary 
words into the p roper po sitions in th e sentence patterns. 

The l e arning p r oc e ss is cumulative , an<l p roc e eds f r om known t o unknown, 
s in c e the mo r e clifficult patterns ar e de rive d fr om s im pler p a t t e rns that 
the s tudent has al r e a dy p racticed. 
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English Vocabulary 

Objectives 

To acquaint the student with words and· phrases which can be 
utilized in ~ifferent daily situations, enabling .him to become 
aware of the innum·arable possibilities in which one sentence pattern 
or structure can be applied. · 

Lessons are taught with a graded series of pictures illustrating 
new words and situations. Each lesson is built around a "theme'' 
within range of the student's · experience and background. 

The emphasis in vocabulary, as in the other parts of the 2ro­
gram, is on the spoken rather than on the written word. The 
assumption is that the value of a language is most apparent to 
the beginner when he can cormnunicate orally. 

Penmanship and Composition 

Obj~ctives 

The English course for the first year places primary emphasis on 
English as a spoken langua~ e. The student is instructed to · 
imitate the sounds and patterns of English orally• However, as 
Engl i sh is a written as well as a spoken language, it · is bene-
_ficial for the student to learn the mechanics of writing English. 

Although most Lao students have been acquainted with the Roman 
lettering system, their handwriting skills have shown need for · · 
improvement. · By helping the student to write ·with simpler strokes 
and movem_ent s, he will be able to write more quickly and legibly • 

.n by-product of this course' is that the material used will rein­
force what the students are doing in their oral drills. The latter 
part of the course will deal vyith composing and organizing more 
difficult material. Each student will be able to write papers on 
assigned topics effectively and use his imagination through the 
medium of written English. 

Methods 

The beginning of this course deals with the rudiment :1ry- aspects of 
correct handwriting. From forming small letters to writing meaning­
full sentences, the students are shown the mechanics of · written . 
English. With a small number of students in each class; every 
period will afford enough time for individual attention. 
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Homework will be frequently assigned to assure continuous 
practice. A special text workbook has been selected to aid the 
s~udents with practical examples . 

For composition, students will be given pictures and themes with 
which to write short stories . The teacher will discuss these in 
class (vocabulary, etc . ) and the students will put their thoughts 
an~ reactions into -written English . 

Language Laboratorx 

Objective 

The most difficult skill to acquire in language learning is near 
native comprehension of the spoken language . Much listening 
practic e is essential . Experience has shown that the sounds and 
rhythms reproduced by a machine are comprehended bet ter than those 
produced by the human voice , especially if the student is listen­
ing to his own voice. 

Methods 

In the language laboratory the student hears the language as re­
corded by native speakers and repeats §ortions of the lessons , 
recording his own voice on the tape . e can then play back the 
tape to compare his voice with the master lesson. At the same time 
the teacher tunes in his own headphones t o the student's tape re­
corder and checks pronunciation and comprehension. The laboratory 
in this way frees the teacher for individual attention to each 
student wh ile the others can continue to work . 

In the laboratory the classroom grammar and pronunciation lessons 
may be reinforeed and new material for aural comprehension, such as 
stories and dialogu es , may be introduced . 

ENGLISH - SECOND YEAR 

Reading: The Faye L. Bumpass series of graded readings , which in­
clude the most common 2000 words of English , should be finished , 
The students will have begun the series in their First Year Englis.11 
course. When they finish the Bumpass series the students should 
read THE PEARL by John Steinbeck. 

A PICTURE COMPOSITION BOOK , by Aphay Chanvimon . A series of picture 
stories with words- and phrases to be used in writing short 

- 36 -



' ' 

f 
l 
·i 
"' . r 

l 

' ories. This might be expanded to two or more hours a week after the students 
have learned to write correct English sentences. 

Writing English sentences: MODERN ENGLISH WORKBOOK, BY Thomas Lee Crowell, Jr. 
(This is tho second book in a series of three books of increasing difficulty.) 
The first in the seri~s, LEARNING AMERICAH ENGLISH, by Grm t Taylor, McGraw-
Hill, should have been comploted in First Year English. : 

ORAL ENGLISH LESSONS FOR IAO SPEAKERS, Unit II. This is a book of dialogues 
which should be memorizad to facilitate a command of spoken English. 

The first four weeks of Second Year English should be devoted to a r eview of 
ENGLISH FOR uo SPEAKERS, Vol. II, GRAMMAR, Lessons 22-az. 

ENGLISH - THIRD YEAR 

Intensive Reading 

After the completion of the Faye L. Bumpass series of graded readings the 
gradual building up of vocabulary in carefully controlled circumstances should 
be continued by using Grant Teylorts AMERIC.l\,N ENGLISH HEADER. This is designed 
to allow maximum opportunity for the absorption of useful vocabulary within the 
framework of controlled and limited sentences, and to emphasirie the conversion 

"passive" language ability (reading and listening) into its active counterpart. 
·iting and speaking). It is designed to call close attention to vocabulary 

and structures with only secondary emphasis being placed on plot or ideas. 

The student should not only see and hear bu-a' also repeat and write new VD rds 
or the i;µternate forms of known words in the course of going through each story. 
Also, there is frequent repetition of vocabulary to facilitate absorption. 
Derivative forms of words · such as "adventurous" from "adventure" are clearly 
illustrated. In addition, great emphasis has been placed on oral and written 
questioning -which gives the teacher the maximum opportunity to stress the ob­
servation of structural detail (tenses, plural forms, articles, etc.) 

After the above book has been completely mastered, taking about two years, 
the students should go into AMERICAN RE~DINGS by R. M. Grindell, which is 
based on the same principles aid format but is not simplified. 
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Grammar Revision 

Because of the thoroughness of-the .ffrst yea1 intett9i'Y'€."English .cou:cae. ... .. 
grammar revision as such should be minimal; also, · practice in all 
the precepts is included in the Intensive Reading Course· described 
above. However, it would be useful for the students to _be able to be 
referred to a book for some sp~cific point. Therefore Book III ·of 
ENGI:iISH FOR TODAY should be issued to the third year~ 

Composition Course 

After the- ·~:~~· .sep.tences in the s~cond y:ea.r the 
, =flu.dents proce.ed to learning the basic-·a~ritiug. 

This begins in the third year with the study of how to construct para­
graphs around ~ingle main ideas. This will be done by using material 
from ENGLISH .FOR TODAY, Book IV. After the first term, extended 
es.say writing will be undertaken, T.he •'C.ta.J)f a~cnms.lating ideas, 
arranging progressive paragraphs, the· special skill of writing. .intro­
ductory and concluding paragraphs, and informal letter ~..ahQuld.. 

all be covered in the third year. 

ENGLISH - FOURTH YEAR 

Objectives 

To stimulate thought and broaden horizons to include some of the mCi>re 
profo11nd thoughts ·in the English language put into concrete situations; 

·to. encourage analytical and logical thought, ultimately leading to the 
relating ~f facts, drawing of inferences, and evaluation of the work by 
applying it to their own experience; to encourage close attention to what 
is being said anq not what the studertts think is being said; to show the 
language which the students have learned being used well. A special 
course book has been designed to introduce all the major types of 
literature - fiction •. drama,' non-fiction and poetry. This book is de­
signed to lead up to ENGLISH FOR TODAY, Book VI, LITERATURE 
IN ENGLISH. 

The fourth year will begin with review of all third year work and 
lead into the topics of writing relevantly, short story writing, de­
scriptive paragraphs' and formal letter writing. ·At this stage much 
practice will be given in argumentative writing and a premium will 
always be placed on good organization of ideas. 

' 
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1. Grammar. The grammar course in ENGLISH FOR TODAY,· Book 
IV, should be covered. This lives the student a thorough .grq_unding in the 
construction of a complex sentence in all its varieties. · 

. . . 

2. Comprehension. The first techniques of answering fairly simple 
comprehensive ques_tions should be instilled. __ The passages in ENGLI~H 

· FOR TODAY, Book IV, provide adequate material for this. ~ 

3. Summary or Precise Work. ';t'he· ~tudants learn how to pick out 
the main ideas in a. paragraph and then in a Fassage. This provides a 
training, •long with comprehensive work, in the logical differentiation of 
ideas. · Soine of this wo~k can be done with the passages in ENGLISH FOR 
TODAY bv.l other material will have to be introduced. -· 

cl 
' ( 

I \ • .. 

-~·ragraph and Essay Writing. Students should, brlhe begi-nni-ng of 
the year; be able to plan and write a coherent essay of abotit three or four 
paragraphs. Whatever the type of essay - descriptive~ .argumentativ.e or 
narrative - a premium should be placed on the logical progression or id~as. 

5. Vocabulary. The enlargement of the student's vocabulary should 
be encouraged through the cloaa .study oL th&- pa• •ase• .in-.ENGLIS.K-FOB..._ . 
TODAY, Bo bk IV, and other texts. The former book only takes the level 
of vocabulary up slowly, --s·o--other material should be introduced. 

6. Private Reading . . . One lesson a week should be set aside for pri­
vate r ·eading in the library. The simple formula "the more a student reads 

_..------· __ the .better ha--English" is always true. Wide and-consistent private __ !eading 
must be encouraged, es-pecially individual use of the Section library and 
the British and U.S. Information Service libraries. 

7. Literature. A limited amount of literature should be introduce'd 
in a simpiified form. Short stories form a good basis for the future, as 
they are manageable-in size. 

ENGLISH - FIFTH YEAR 

Objectives of the . course are as follows, although in a . subject like E.a.gliah 
it is difficult to be really specific about materials introduced to facilitate 
the attaining of these ~bjectives: 

I 
' 

1. Grammar. Study of grammar as such should have progressed to 
the level of the correction of individual mistakes. In fact, some remedial 
revision will be necessary. · 
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2., ComPrehension. The technique of answering fairly complex and 
interpretative-type <111Bstions should bo · instilled. Materials for this can be 
either selected short stories or passages, or from the book FURTHER COMPREHENSION 
AND PRECISE PIECES by L. A. Hill and R. D. s. Fielden, published by Longmans1 
London. 

3. S;ummary or Precise Work. The standard at the end of the year should 
.1have risen so that the students can tackle reasonably complex passages and be 
,: able to extract the logical procession of main ideas. The labove-mentioned 

book is quite useful. 

4. Par~~~h and Essar Wri tin~. By the end of the year, students should 
be well-prac~e in the ~ferentypes of essay - descriptive, argumentative 
or narrative,. . When the b?-sic techniques of essay writing have been mastered, 
greater scope dan be ~n to imaginative writing. · 

5. Vof9-bula.ri. The enlargement of vocabulary will continue through wider 
r eading an"'d class study of texts. 

6. Private Reading. One lesson a. week should be set ,aside fq private 
r eading in the library; wide and consistent private reading must be encouraged. 

7. Literature. A look at all the major forms of English literature should 
be accomplishc<;i this year. This should b~gin wit1:1: 

a. A selection of widely differing short stories should be read 
and studied in class. 

b. One novel should be studied in detail in class. 

c. SOme one-act plays should be read and one full-length play 
studied in detail. If possible1 a one-act play might be produced. 

d. A look at simple EOetry should be introduced towar.ds the end 
of the year. 

As the year progresses, a gradual increase in the introduction to interpretative 
alid literary approaches should be achieved. Students should read the U.terature 
pr escrived for t he Lower Cambridge English examination for the year • 

. . 
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FRENCH - THIRD AND FOURTH YEARS 

Grammart writing reports, writing letters, development of vocabulary, 
r ecitation o f p o etry, learning po:1:=-ular songs, i;..ronunciation. 

Language laboratory ex~erienc e s. 

LAO LANGUAGE 

The first four years are devoted to perfecting the langua ge arts 
skills, an:i the cont en ts during e a ch year is similar t o the. t of the 
others, each y enr building on the bear bef ore. The various phase s 
of th e language arts ar e taught in inte grated fashion with a special 
course devised f or each . The work becorr£s mor e advanc ed with each 
year . 

Fir st Year : 

Develoµnent of r eading skill, work analysism mast ery of sight 
vocabulary, deriving meanings f r om the print ed page , un:l.erstanding 
cont ext clues, l eerning th e use of dictionary an:i other reference 
material. Empm sis upon grammar and sent ~ne e structure . 

Se cond Year: 

The improverrent of writing _ and grannnar: l earning correct l e tter a rrl 
work forms; l e arning pr~'Per~· use of punctuation; unierstan:iing 
sentence and paragraph~ stTilc'ture; writing letters, written reports; 
unierstanding good composition and the writing of essays . 

Third Yero': > f~~:~~ii;:~\;:'J{~~·~·~~' . 
Understanding of: l2R~ .comP<>sitl: d~;;anO.;:the - writing of essays; outlining; 
developroont of goc/cf or al eJ<pr essfori': -··l -echniques of good discussion; 
extemporaneous and prepared s~eches: l earning to speak in front of 
a class with proper us e of the language ani with distinctness ani 
cJ.nrit y of delivery. 

Fourth Year: 

'' 
Emphasis upon '-t\dvanc ed gramnar , writing skills, speakil'.€ skills: 
irnprovemtnt of spelling; irnprovemmt of listening skills; l earning 
hew to gather news and report by writing f o r school newspaper. 
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FOUR YEAR TERMINAL PROORAM OF TEACHffi TRAINING - LI-GLISH SECTION , ESP 

An examination will be given to all students in the English Section at 
the end of the Third Year . The r esults of this examination will 
determine the stu:l.ents to terminate their teacher preparatory work at 
the end of the Fourth Year an::l those to continue through the Seven Year 
program. 

The fourth Year terminal students wlll take a special program during 
the Fourth Year to better prepare them to work in the primary grades of 
the schools in Laos . 

TIPJUNAL PRCGRAM: Fourth Year 

1. Theoretical Pedagogy (2 trimesters) 10 hours 

2. Practice Teaching ( 1 trimester) Full time 

3. Englis h Language (2 trimesters) 6 hou:::-s 

4. French Language (2 trimesters) 6 hours 

5. Lao Language (2 trimesters) '< hours ./ 

6. At_;,'T ic u lture or Home Economics ( 2 trimesters) 4 hours 

7. Youth Activitie s (2 trimesters) 3 hours 

THEOR3TICAL PEDAGO~Y: 10 hours - two trimesters 

1. Child growth and deve lopment: attention sµrn, motivation, 
int ~rests of children, problems of discipline, psychology of 
l e arning . 

2 . Lesson planning:" study of t eacher nanuals for grades 1 , 2, 3, 4; 
l~sson plans , naterial d evelopment for unit of study; s cheduling, 
evalua tion, classroom organization, general administration and 
student r ecords. 

3 . Making instructional ms.terials . Classroom observations (a minimum 
of four obs ervations with emphasis upon teacher techniques in 
i nt roducing a lesson, teaching tre lesson, using teaching aids, 
summarizing a l e sson, coordination between subje ct areas and 
follow-up . 
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PRACTICE TEAClU:tiP: One Trimester 

1. Stu:i ent~ will obse;ve ''the- -f irst. .. .week- in--the Classroom to which he 
has b een a s signed . Daily discussions wi1r·oe· held With the r eguln.r 
classroom teache r and supervising t eacher. 

I 

' 

2 . The student assti.ires r esponsibility for the class starting the secol;li._ 
-~ _ ..... . -

week arrl cont inti.e s through the trimester . 

3. Saturday mornings will be used by the supervising teacher to work 
with all stu:l ent t eachers to discuss and assist on problems 
encounter ed during the week . If n::: ccssary, Saturday afternoons will 
be utiliz ed in the au:lio-visual rrut eri.D.ls cent er to prepare t eaching 
rra. t erials for the following week . 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE : 6 hours 

FRENCH IJ\NGU4. GE : 6 hours 

LAO IANGUl GE: 3 hours 

.AGRICULTlRE: 4 hours 
or 

HOME ECON<11ICS 4 hours 

Follow the program already outlined in the curriculum outline except 
for French whiah is to utilize the pro gram outlined for year four arrl 
y ea:r five . Enough French should b e encount er ed to work with grade 4 
children in the schoold . 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES: 4 hours 

1 . Co-curricular activit es - organizing play activiti es, clubs, special 
field trips, role of youth i n corrnnunity affairs. 

2 . Work at least one day per week with q._ social welfare youth group in 
teaching sports , crafts and game s . 
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EVALUATION ffiOCEDURES 

The gcn~ral aim of the t c2chcr in the t ~ach er-learner process is to 
produce change in student behavi.or or to r einforce already existing, 
desirable behavior . The t0acher ' s aira and responsibility, in the 
proc ess of evaluation, therefore, is to gather ovidence as to whether 
desirable behavioral changes are taking place. These data then are 
used t o assist the teacher and the pupil in the provision of better 
le~rning situations which are more conducive to the evolvement of the 
changes desir ed. 

B ~sic Principles in Evaluation 

In s eeking information concerning pupil progress, the teacher is guided 
by a set of principles, some of which may be stated as follows : 

1. Evaluation b0gins with goals , since it is the central task in 
evalllfltion to appraise pro1ress toward these expressed objectives . 

2. Evaluation uses a variety of proc edures b~ cause the re is a vari ety 
of go<>..ls, and t esting procedures toward one may not work in t est ing 
another . 

3. Eva.luation concerns all espects of pupil growth, bcce>.use while a 
stu:.<ent is deve;loping serisitivity toward his soci<!.l nnd civic 
r ·ssponsibilitics , he also is broad~ning his intellectual capacity 
and is rro.turing physically. Experiences in one area of growth 
affect other ar~c:s, either in desirable or undesirable ways. 

4. Ev<:.luation occurs continuously in the constant assessment of on­
going activities in th o classroom . 

5. Evaluation r equires the help of students, because through self­
evnluation, assisted by the teacher, thd students l earn their 
str •::ngths and we:akncss3s arrl what to do about them . This procedure 
also s erv-a s to strengthen the urrl erstarding of the go;->.ls sought . 

6. Evaluation tnkos into account th-d wid e range of differences <?Jnong 
students, bucause it is not expected that all stu:i ents will attain 
the scm8 l eve l of success at th e same time and in all desirable 
trai ts. 

Devices and Procedure s in Evalu.e.tion 

The sp0cific gee-ls for the English Section have been expressed in t erms 
of behaviors sought . With these go~ ls constantly in mind , the teach~r 
usus a variety of duvices and pr ocedures avail.able for us e in evaluation . 
Somd of these are as follows: 
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1. Essay examinations , i f pr operly pr~pa.r:edrr.equ:ire' ·s~s to 
recall informat ion pertinent to their _writing, and it affords-the 

· .opportunit y for student s co or ganiz.e-· ideas, summarize data, 
identif y the most importarrt, · ~±:.act s , a nd apply knowledge to the 
solut i on 'of problems . · 

2. Obje ctive t ype f or::ris .::r e 1•1.sed ~·:h en :..t is not the teacher's purpose 
to test tm s uhj.ective , except as she devises the que stions. These 
tests aff ord t he oppor tunity for sampling a large range of 
information, e>nd take th J f orm of 11 true-fla-s-e 11 , "muJ.ti.ple-choicen, 
"ma tching 11 , and 11 corn9l e-1.: i on. u 

3. Obse:-ving 5tudent s, toth i n and outside the classr~om in all areas 
of endeavor, wi ll revec:.l developing patterns of behavior, problems. 
en countered , existence cf personal un-met needs. 

4. Anecdotal reco:-d.s often are ~s ed to record t eacher observat i ons of 
t l'E student s in order tha t the teacher may devise better ways to 
assist the studen~s wi t h whatever difficulties they· experience. 
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