
TO: • Che r Brown, COP /IVS Vte. July 31, 1967 

FBOM: Rob rt L. Grov r, F. Ao T. Muong Nane IVS 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report July 1967 

Early this month tt nd d USAID A • me tin in Vienti e. We 
were informed ae to the Miseion•e go 1 in rice production in Lao• 
and the p rt IVS i expected to play in cbieving this goal. 

Checked over the9 seed plots oI Sampathong and IR -8 in Muong Nane 
with Lao agent. It b comes increa ingly vident that the Lao Ag. 
Agents co11Btitute the bigg st hurdle to overcome in bringing improyed 
rice growing practices to the attention of t.he ultimate rice producer. 
The info mation brought back to the Muong by the Agents from rice 
demoaetr tions in other Muong is inacc:ur te, this accompanied by the 
Ag. Agent's 1 ck of motivation create a r al threat to the eucceseful 
completion of !'ic:ie demonsti·ations. 

The lac o! a d finite plan for distribution of fertilizer as well as 
timely transportation of fertilizer could mean that the program would 
fall short of antici ted go ls. ln ord r for his to jell into a "go-go" 
program - definitive action by All in Agriculture, from the top down, 
will be need d to make it pos ible for the IVS~r to carry out a successful 
program. 

D finite enthuoi em shown by the f rmer of Muong Nane for more 
dam and mor irrigated paddie&i is th one bright spot this month. 

Security: Due to incre sed cti ity of th UufriendHes - ·teps have 
be n tak n in this Muon to a ur the c:urity 0£ the American present. 
It i quit vid t that the e o oldiera a lacking 'l tr bdng in 
r gard to combating counter-ineurg n.cy; owever continuing 
communic tion with 11 protective br ncbe cone 1•n d, gi ee ome 
measure of B eurity, but not, yet, at ea.Uy desb·able lev 1. 


