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The Lao educators consisted ot 45 principals of elementary schools in Lnos and 
the Primary School Inspector of Khamouane Province who served as Team Lea<ler 
(see attached llst)o 

Most of the group were from rural areas iacluding areas designated as rnral 
de1'lopment clusters or Forward Areaso The educators expressed interest in 
seeing t~hai. rural schools were doing in Thailand to improve themselveso The 
Thal educators in Ubol and ~1ahasarakham we1•e extremely cordial and hospitableo 
They entertained us royally an<l requested the Lao to reciprocate by entertaining 
them at receptions they gaweo At all times there was a complete feeling of peor 
sharing a :;imilar culture and environmento The Thais are extremely proud of the 
education system 0 teacher trainhg schools 0 programs and i·ural schools(\ On ever 
trip to schools no less than five educators~ including the Directore acco1nponier.: 
the Laoo At each institution the Thais commented on the fact that no women prin 
cipals were represented in the groupo 

Mro Lot KOUSOL 0 Prim:.ry School Inspector of KhammouRne Province~ was an excellen 
choice for the team leadero He maintained the respect of the Lao participants a 
well as Thai educators by showing professional and personal dignity. It is of t 
utmost importance that a group of this kind hove a leader cf Uro Lot 0 s character 
chargeo 

The 45 educators :tad participated in n fot!r ... week in .. service training program in 
Tbakhek which ended the day before the study tour to Thailand begano The observ 
tion tour was an extension of the local tr<dning which gave the Lao school offic 
some new and broader 0 but related experie~ceo 

Four days were spent in Ubol and three days in Mahasarakhamo Teacher training 
institutions 0 rural and urban schools and agriculture programs were visitedo 
Arrangements for accommodations 0 travP-1 by chartered buses 0 nnd visits to the 
above places were made by the Training Office of USOM/Thailando 

Two problems were eneounte1·ed during the trip., The first difficulty was that 
the bus rented for the trip contained only 37 seats for 4e persons plus baggsgeo 
Mro John Camden 0 Training Officer in USOM/Tnailand instructed me to hire two 
taxis to get to Ubol where ~ second bus would be waiting for use From Ubol on 0 

no further transportation problems were encountered, The second problem occurre 



when we Qrrived in Ubol and it wns found that the Directors of TUFEC (Thailant 
UNESCO Fundamental Education Center) and the Teacher Trniniog Colleg~ bad not 
been notified of our arrival until the P.vening beforeo In both eases~ neither 
bad received the schedule which had been prepared for them .. 

This was also true of the Uirector of the Te~cher Traii1in9 College in r.1f!fia ... 
sar2kham who had prepared his !nm sehedule upon hParit'lg of our a:rri vnl two 
days beforeo In S}lite of this~ all three Directors gave the participants goo( 
progrnms filled tdth the best their schools had t.o offer (see attached list)o 

I /'' 

Ahe schedule t•1as crowded but sti U of great interest to the Lao participants .. 
Upon arrival in Uuol 0 I was besieged by requests from t~e participants io 
visit. the Air Base so that they could see the jets whfob were keeping them 
a11ake a good part of the nighto They were like et1ild!'eil1 wi til their first 
Christmas toy when they viewed their first jeto The enlisteu man who served 
es guide was amused by ~h·o Lot~s teq;aest to climb iiH.o the cockpit. His remfll; 
upon his descent was that the plnne was extremely complicated. Many Lao saw · 
first train in Ubol and were impressed by the seats eh~nging into beds and th< 
w:ri ting desks which could be converted into sink so No doubt some of their in: 
were obscure to an observing American but the most en~iching experie~ee appaa· 
to bf! the agdcul tural and li vestoei;: p:rograms hi f,fohasarakhamo They eould no· 
make themselves believe that poultry eould g1.·ow ta the size they w:ltiiiessed~ m 
that the 11 vestock could produce such fine specimen so ~t7. o Lot iMiquh~ed how b( 
could purchase a Br8hmin bull of the type being ~sed to further the breed the· 
IJe also stated nfter the first day's progi!'nm in Ubol that Laos needs more sch 
where students can woi'k more with t 1:ei r ha01dr.., He statecl that tllis t1Jas go).ng 
be in his report since he was convinced it was of the utmost importanceo Eae 
participant brought back a greatly enriched ant! indi vi.dim! background of expe 
Some 0 for example~ were impressed with the teacher training schools., Many we 
impressed with the construction projects bcoming all ouer the areas they visi 
Some gaspad as \eye drove down wide moderi1 highways le3ding to Nong Kai and oth 
who saw Nam Ngeaua Dam boasted that :it was lai"gea- thnn Uh<.dt.~athan:l.. Dam they vi 

The purpose of the tdp was to ai ve the pariicipmHs lfiew experiences relevant 
to the developmant of Laoso As cormmAnHy lea<iers 0 the elemrmta?y scl'iool priri. 
cipa1s have eonsider~ble influence on public opinion a~d a~e a so"rce of info 
mation in their commuaitieso It is important that they undm:stand t~~e value 
Laos of improved farming techrdqtH:is 0 i?rigatior.i\) livestoei< Ta:ising 0 eomm1.mit;r 
iavolvemeni in educationa in-service te~eher tKaining for eseditn and methods 
improving the local economyo 

It is dHricult to condense the trip but the follcr:Jing aYe some of the memo:ra 
highlights: 

lo The meeting in the llegional Educatio!l Office in Ubol on the discussion cf 
the Thai education system snd problems was impo?tont since most of the 
participants weTe not aware of the d:Hfere!flces ir. tile Lao ami Timi edu ... 
cational systemso The panel disclllss:fon held by the r~egional E:ducation 
Officer 0 two f.linistry of EdueaU.on officials 0 two nn:al educatim1 adviso:r 
a~d one educator from the teacher trai~ing college was entitled: ~The Re 



Elementary School Principals in CollJllunity Develop ento"" r.lany of the Lao 
educators asked questions or made comments during nod ~fter th~ discussion 
The Director of' TUF~"C~ :.lro Pinnithll ;'!Od his staff e}q>lained ho\· ll~·:!~SCO had 
assisted fundamental education in Thailando /I. tour w·.is then r.moe of the 
training center whe1•e the lib£'arye mi<lio-visual sectioil, <JUd~ulturul pro­
grams11 nursery 0 horticulture onu field programsf m1i:nnl husb:md Yu handi­
crofts and home economics programs were discussed by the staff memherso 
The afternoon was spent in tile p artic.ipation of ndult education courses 
in driving auto-mechanics~ eleet.rronics 0 electdcityf artso dTcssm~kingo 
ana primary and secondary elasseso 

The entire Sunday morning was spent with tbe pal'ticipants in four 'li'l)lun" 
t.ary i11orking gl'oups as folloius: 11 participants co lked thl: .ioon mP::1! foi: 
group lencler and USAII, representative under the stapel'vi sion of the home 
economist; 10 participants made handierafis ?angircg from croc~eted ~olls 
to artificial flowers which were then given to talce home tvith them; 12 
participants made drawings and learYi!ed new methods of sketehiB9; r: par~ 
tieipants learned Thai folk danceso 

All participants spe1H. Sunday aft.f.H'noon observing types o! schools and 
col1i1iunity facilities in the Ubol areao The Air Base~ railroad station 11 
rio~~'fltown construction sites 0 radar stati on 0 etc. were visi teci olsoo 

The Di rector of Ubol Teacher Troining Sc!i0ol 0 Mro Sako! fl!HvH~ and his 
staff' held a panel discussion on TIJHTC:P \Thailand UNESCO R..aral Teaehei· 
Education Project)o There were some excellent exrui:plas given of how 
the teacher trai~ing cullege related its practice teaching program and 
curriculum to community development,. At least 30 tao educators have 
studied or t~ken sumina~ training courses at the collegea Immediately 
after the discussion periode the participants were taken to Ban Kaem 
Rural School where they saw a typj.cal Thai schoal eo~structed entirely 
of local materials (wood 0 bamboo 0 Uiat.cn,. etco)., They were not impressed 
when they were taken to a secoild school in the ::rnmc vi Hage i·Jhere only 
male stude:rt ... teachers did pr~r.tiee teaching., Ti:e fi :rst school consisted 
of women te;achers and the pu·tiej.pants wei'e tol(~ tiley we:re never mixed 
d1n·hlg practice teaching sessionso The participants showed great 
intc?est in the school lunch program in both of thes<? sehools and co1r.metl·~e < 
that La>sehools needed similar programso 

The ":::rt.icipants were confused during the disct!ssion by Sile 1i:recto1~ ovi 
on the topic of taking credit hc1ars aiH'l how eer':i.fic~H.cs :11ere aNaTded 
for them., At least 45 minutes were spent. in explaii!ing that studer•ts 
chose the subjects they wanted to take and i~ this w<.1y chose their 
speciality. Mra Lot clarified the sit1rntion by st~tirt!g that ha L;)OS 
students are gi.ver'/all subjects without !un1h1g :rnything ·~o say about a 
specialization.,,/ 
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6a In Mahasarakbam 0 the Director0 r.1ro Saiyat CHAMPATONG and his staff took 
the group on a tour or the school campus pointing out the libraryo 
IUlgUsh department 0 nome Economicse craft.s 0 matlwmatics. scienceso 
social studies. music, dancin~ and art departmentso A panel discussion 
was held by Uinistry of Education officials ond the Governor on education 
in f.1ahasarakhamo Questions anti answers helped keep the discussion 
interestingo 

7 o Immediately after the discussion, three rural schools were visitedo 
At nan Peuay the participants saw how the stoff And students planted 
38 kapok trees on the campus to raise funds to purchase school supplies 
for the 7earo The principal stated th<~Y received at least 600 baht 
($30000) for kapok taken from the treeso At nan Bo Yaio the teachers 
and students raised banana and coconut trees which gave them a net profit 
of $75i annuallyo At Ban Uong Pbot School 0 the school raised money 
from t~ sale of arts and crafts made by the studentso They also have 
17 mul erry trees from which they receive at least $00.00 annually when 
the ~ilk cocoons are sold to the village weavers to meke Thai s:ilk.. All 
o(,.-t+.is impressed the Lao edu~ators and even though it is hard to evaluate 
the entire programa projects of this kind will definitely make tbem better 
teacherso 

Visits made to the urban schools in Mahasarakham impressed the participant; 
even more because they saw students m::ildng arts and crafts items which wer,. 
being sold in the local marketo The students made musical instrumentsv 
paper flowers" dolls. bnmboo items 0 masks of paper mache, etco Also the 
parent-teachers association in ttoung School assisted the students in cookh 
their own food for the school lunch program. h1r .. Lot was so impressed by 
the tiny tots preparing their meals that he donated 100 oaht ($5000) to th( 
school lunch program. In Sak ituong and Booraphet Schoolso the partieipanti 
were told that students did al! the cleaning and other menial jobs in the 
scho·)l since there were no funds for coolies.. The Thais were clever to 
keep t~e best school until the last day and devoting two hours to ito The 
visit to Srikosoomvi thya Sci1ool produced sighs and gasps from the Laoo The. 
school had a room large enough to be a museum stocked with coins, Buddhist 
scrolls 0 stamps, etc. which would make any museum enviouso The parents 
were also present with their children who presented a music and dance 
program unequaled at any other school visitedo The participants ~ere 
shown strange musicnl instruments which they were told t\fere made by the 
students themselves and which they played during the program. Obviously 
the village was 1>rosperous an<l the students di splnyed an alei'tness that wa~ 
not seen in any other villagea The Lao educators were very impressed by 
this visit which provided excellent examples of school activities possible 
for Laos., 



90 In all of tha training lnsti tutions that we vislted 0 the Lao saw qunnti tfos 
of teaching materials ond visual aidSo many of which had been prcxtuced by 
clauro,,m teacherso :.~e saw stu~ents .Practicing hand lettertnu, students 
working in small groups with electrical experiments, stuuents studying in 
librarie10 students making arts and crafts items 0 rnd students busy in 
the shops of a technical school,, The total impression for the Lao was 
one of active student and teacher participation in lively educational 
pro'}ramso 

Throughout the trip 0 there could hardly have been n greater show ot hos­
pl tali ty on the part of the Thaio They seemed genuinely concerned about 
developments in Laos and the staf'f of some of the schools had made many 
preparations for Oi1r vlslto Our participantso in tum, \jere a· .. are of the 
welcome theJ received :1Dd the ease with •.11hich they t-:ere above to move 
about Thailand, connunlcatlng freely nnd finding 1:1any lore similarities 
than di ff ftrences as they compared tht• Thai and Lao environment o 

RECo;.lUENOATI o.~s 

lo The USAH> technician recommends that more trips of this nature be under­
taken in the futareo The results definitely shot'.! a rejuvenation of Lao 
education by educators who have learned from such experiences. Oefini tely 
Nortbeaut Thailand, which Mro Lot pointed out to me at least five times 0 is 
com osed of Ethnic Lao 0 sho11ld be included in the program. These Lao offi­
cials administer their own schools and surrounding primary schools 0 instruct 
teachers during summer training courseao and are influential leaders in 
communities located all over Laoso Many wi 11 be future national leaders 
in education nn<.I other iieldso They receive immediate llrofessionel benefi U 
from the study tour and their range of experiences is inmeasurably increaser 
They become aware of the resources available in Tbailnnd which can assist 
Laoso By seelng development projects in the northeast 0 they gain a new 
respect for the Thai and lnevi tably see new pct~ntials for Laoso 

2o Only r.1r" Lot and tl110 participants mentioned that Bangkok should have been 
included in the scheduleo The technician did not encounter any anger on 
the part of the participants for not visiting educational institutions in 
Bangkok itself o Greater emphasis should be put on schools in the Oudorn 
area since these hove the most valuable lessons for the Laoa 

3o If USAIU wants to increase the supply of skilled manpower in Laos 0 more 



participants should be sent to Thailnntf. It USAIV wants an eHy method 
of lntroductau and orienting tao to the next steps in their developmcnt 11 

more porttci1>ant1 1hoald oo sent to Thailand. If USAill wants to strengthen 
cooperative regional 1>rogrrasa more participants should be sent to Thailand. 

Prepared byi Richard :'.. Costantino 
Community Education i\dvi sor 
USAID /Laos 

Attachments: List of Participants 
Schedule 

RNC:eea:3/15/68 



0730"" 
oaoo 
0930 -
Hl30 

Leave Thakhek via bont 
Arr i ve Nakorn "anom 
Leave 1'ln!rn1n h,no1t v:l n ll-.:s ... 2 t~ ._, i; 

Arrive Dool 

OiO(; f'{>l'lel r1~.rc· .L~: ~';fi ! ·~: L'?t:ff'.1 

1000 ,. VisH.:<P to f'·uinir.:g tw.L;i,· ~ 1 .; .,. 

. . ~.: 

Library 0 audio-visual sact:11nQ ~i\l:;i.(';,1i t.i.<.~ ~····~n_., , " ~v.d.l' ,re 
and field crops 0 ar.imal inasbandryo bunufoi:aft::., :>u,, , •1 n · · · .. ~tl.o 

l~OO • Participants in adult education course~~ 

uriving 0 auto ... mechanic 0 eleetronics., a..:.:-:•r..i.:r1.ci.ty" < '~ , '-·.:·· ;·· ~ k tnu 
primary snd secondary classes" 

'ir.t:'i 1';l.~r:>~i:.dl r.1rd fJ}, ·".nc0s 
f'C 
ri~ n:hr;x ~rt M 

Covk!.n~ 

Pr>'ticiµa~ \ri;.,ited J:.n. "i··-s, . . ::~.;J 
S~ghts 0 <.LC., 

, . 
•• p 

1)f100 P .. ~ti2.:. · tij ~-t.~ ssio11 i~1Xtf· : ~ ... ir;t-:::f o ;.,.: •,.~:-: .. .,_~ ,~ ':~1 1 ; ~1 ... ·~ : 
~1e;ra('!i'£t .. L~"'l ~Ch{':Jl. Pri: ft-L "':; ! s ! n ~:;1.:~ ~ 1 ~· i~Vl! '"'l· n .:: ~. 

J.00t) !l. lt.: ftl t ~ ~-1 ; r,.-i:r· ( rt·ini lfi:t>Q ~I ji;,3·Co R(t'· (;.~ !' ~ ~~hfirf;t9 E(i''.t;jf' _:~~ 

.AO:) <> Vh ( · t f'i" K ~:m :ri.u,} s0 fi1~..i!I ~, 

c&rm Lea ~ Ut'''" ~ "; l f•U.: ~~ 
J6JO Arriv~ ~Y~~"arsl~~ 
~'1"1J0 ~- "!focept~v•< frH• m.r.ti.r,i;;:-~~ ~-'·."' ;,y •1 re"'"~· ,~ · ' { ,]",.' i·:!··e~w 

tltaf f 
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... 



.. . 

\fednesday2 Uarah 6th 

0800 - Visit to Teachers• College including~ 

Library .. English 1Jepartmeni·0 Home Economics. Crofts, tfathQ Scienceso 
Social Studies 0 Musie 0 Dnncing 0 /\rts 

09:r> - l'anel discussion by MoE offici,ils vnd Gover110!' on education in 
r-'ahasarakamo 

1015 - Visits to rural sch 1ols of Takmuong. nuong r-nt: noornphoo 
1330 - Vi:its to urbar. schools under teacher tr~inir.g programs: 

Ban Feuay 0 Ban Bo Yai 0 and Ban Uong l'hot 

Thursday 8 Uarch 7th 

0000 - Visit to animal husbandry stationt teacher training school 
1100 - Visit Srikosoomvithya School 
13~ - Agricultural programs 
1600 - Srorts competition: 

Soccer~ basketball and volleyball 

FridaL March 8th 

0700 • Leave Mahasarakam via two buses 
1445 - Arrive Nong Kai 
1715 ~ Leave Nong Kai 
1915 - Arrive Vienti~na 



.. 

Community Education PIO.If 439~064el·80213 

46 Principals of Elementary Schools ... Study Tour to Thailand 

March 1 Q 8 0 1968 

NAME SClllOOL 
~ ............ 

lo LOT Kousol (Group Leader.) P?imsry School inspeeto~ 

2o KliAr.JLE Phoilgsaveddy l:i:eag Sadok 

4., KHAL1PHAO Phomsawanb 

So LOP Phosarsjdevong 

6,, SY Senkeomanivong 

lOo PHAY Sayaraek 

11 o som .• IT Si1egdeuane 

120 LECK Ratt.anms!tM. 

130 PUOOY Soukphoni1 

!4., BOUNPHENG Sasunrongsay 

16., KHA~t.lONG Phommruchay 

17., PHET Thongse 

180 PHANH Chanpheng 

190 TUOUY Insisiengmay 

a» o KHAMKHING 

21. SINGKEO Ciumda11ongs 

Phone Tio~ 

Nakhem 

Tna IJieua 

Ban Saphay 

Of fiee (.ll PSI 

Champy 

AREA -Khammouune 

ilorikhaEne 

norikhane 

Champassak 

Champassak 

Champass;.::ik 

Luang ~rabang 

Savannali'.bet 

Sayabcmi.~"J 

Sedone 

Sedone 

Sitbancioae 



... . . .. 

n. 
CA .:; .__::, 

!AB. SCHOOL AllEA -
23. AN GMO Nakhabour1 Sith adooe 

240 TOULOLY Sam Thong Xieng Khouong 

250 KllAMLA Khamphavong • , Muong Cha Xieng Khuuang 

26., SANGTllHNG Sonthavy Phonexay Phone Uong 

270 LECK Ban Phoukhao Kham Phone Hong 

280 OUKHA~l Vongxay Tan Piao Can Ktruo 

290 SmiNUK Bounphankhom Pak Khanhoung llan Keun 

300 SCY Chandara Doung i.Ja Pakloy 

310 KllANTHIEf.lE Khanta Nakok Pak lay 

320 BOUNllOM Dou angda ra Song Muong lay Nong Bok 

330 FEUY Vongsouthi Keng Kok K~ng Kok 

340 NHOUNE Xayavonga Taleomay Keng Kok 

35,. SENG Lao Souriya Keng Kok 

360 PHOUSAYTllONG Vongsamphanh Pak Kouang Vang Vieng 

37., LA Khounphonh Namone Vang Vieng 

36. KIIA~mANI VONG Done Noone Vientiane 

390 SICHANH Luangsignotha Nakhouay Vientiane 

400 KHAMP!IONE Phonekeo Sithane Neua Vientiane 

410 LOY Ounkham Sanakham Vientia~e 

420 NOY Louangraj Tba Ngor.e Vientiane 

430 PllOUK Vongsikeo Phosy Vientiane 

440 TBA SOPUA Luxa Naxone Vientiane 

45., THONGKEO Ngonekhambey Wapikhamthong Wapikhamtbong 

46 .. llOUM Sonethongkbam Khamthong Wapikhamthong 




