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We ra ,.e Pften w~t.neseed tll 1· ,.fi.; h~ r de>r j·~gi.0nn uf NorU·· Lats H .• d: the 
Uhtere te Hmr;.rg speak fru.1· er f~ ve "anr:;uages fl.uently~ :t ~ s mo1 e drJ 
f:;c1.•lt fLr .hen-1 t:, dt.> thtS ,~,· .... n '·b.'.!}' ra\,e Iear.P~d .t) 1·ead., And 'he 
t.radit~·~na: •.umnrn.n t')' c•! Hmr l"l.g b:i.<> ne,·c-.· be3n con~usrd betwe,~n 
'~H"teia.ry' and 1·1g .. 1•·,ra.n 1::e 

S ,u ~ tr~e Hrnvng have r.evar pz.• 1seosed :.ts t.iwn w'l.":t ng the 
t.radfh· nal tca('htng" whr.t·h wcis C>d ~r ... '~ prcict·C'al c:s 1:n.,ra.'' ard 
reHg·.i:t.s rem<i.ms dt:.·ep~r( t.iited n tl ~ ; eart ,_.f th..; gr,Jt·p Tt f. 

t:radf.I.~ ~na. t~!>.ching .s easent al y uta:tr.tr:an a.1id ..J.Sc.ble and d .. :is 
net. fal ·nt-r> the rid· t..l it.n1s am.1,·mdl.1' es er•ct. t•ntei·ed by ~ crta ;n irwdern 
teachir;go su .... r as ~n A fr~-·.a ~nd t• As·.... whJ..- h ?. ofter. '-op"cd : ·orn 
tie mE. rt•pt•ies. We aiso find. .... m.u1g th~ Hmerngs, tea ·hers e:-::perb:i 
in t'he ,nantJfacttcre ,.f arrn.s,, 11 , 1us:c 2nd ~n l:r"l.d:L.~n21 1n?.Cl! c.· rw who 
p~.sse-d thetr kni:·wledge and te~L'"' q ·es .c• thc1,. dt·st~ncl£..r:ts .. 

Bt< sides tb.cse well ,known te,\d P?S we m .. n·t -i,Jt forget the ;>~ngera 
wht maLota.tn and renew an o·a.~ L teratt·re wi~h all .ts enrkhn1ed:,, and 
the na1·ratcr e frt•m whorn the pe p ... E iN . 'll abu 1l hi st~·ry ger g1·,iphy. 
myth.Oi?lJgy,, even elements r,f ii.at•~..--:; sciences 2nd other thin.gs; VJ'<.;; 
reserve and rf'pec.t withot•t end 1 g wha.t we ha •;e b<;:'!en ti id and w:: 
draw cor:·d sh.us, ml raJ 07.." , t··~ l·s wh~ ch tl-ey :mpiy, 

x x z x ~ x x x x x 

Sr: .!a' •n1egrab.Pn, dt cJr«.( ·t ~ .._.fh .... <·t a.ud c..au .e , f 0 • n• rn • 
nt·egrct!r.:n if; charact"'1'iz;ad by i""'! ertene.irtn >fed.• cat"-·n tr ~ • 1 levels. 

by the de,,e:tnpmcnt uf ac•n'lH1'str·a.! e and t<..chP•cal pers1.,nnel ..t1d by 
be•ng c r..1nsc ! t us ~ f the La.::- ncit. i !'' • ty by t:be Hmr ug. 

Tt-e exh.,rtu.ms lhe vexaL ·.•£.'> c•.lld th~ inJl'St {..:S A ab. k rds thal: 
the Hrrt..ng ha,·e submitted t• ·1-:i ~he pan' end~d by making Hem con 
sdous t f the ner..ess;l.:y to .;_:rripr,·"·.: 1 l e.-r. -:elve::' H· beth,•t deferd their 
interests. At first 0 the farn Hes .. 1 1 'n.c·'C ~11gelh~·i:- •u <>1·C:~,· tr ftond their 
brfghb::si. c:tl, dren to schtit•Js wh :-. '-"'€.re esl.abli.shed exchsively in the 
plain.. Afterwards" the..,;l• studer11:.s br..LghL the.r supp(,rt I:. t-re JrO\l.4f> 
in tie rec.la~ming of t!->eir r,ght, lt c.;' t. t:l ,. L .. H· 1-' H•t• their t't;l •abora. 
tlOD :~1 t ~ bu~ld ng c•t tnult• .1et .~tru<.tl~re~ 



.,.._ .,l.. rn 
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Once t:~rted .. , .::ho?l::. 0~. 
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ledge" Bee<.< use ol" t:1t:::. '01- 11 '':'. .. "'' ·-· 1 

wastage, ;:. l"el~ttiv~.::r <': oi: cl ..... {~ ~ J ,. ~ f'. r· ... 
and c, significant -~ ,,.d·nrn ;:•) i. rt<""_:. ' -

Hmong. 
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child. 
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alienating th~m" AlsoD foe Lao i::nr1.·er11m,'rnt ::idpulates,, Ln the Refo:nn 
Act of 1962 0 that iri.n. eve:;:y sitnaHon p 11 ssJ:il.:~ .. the 8thnk gr')ups will 
begin their education i!1 th!:'.it· na.Lve lai1guage along w:th edt>.cadon in 
the nci.tionat language. Lao ediJ.ce>.Hrm i.s it"!te.nded ~n make people phys 
ica.Hy hea.Ithy 0 mot·aHy baian.:...adv p~1S£"f•Bs;ng a s~nse , f soc.ta! life, 
capable of following a professf"n" attached ~·o t:1ecr vUl;;,ges, lnppy in 
their villages" all possessing,. at th.eds lev~L an autheutic CU'lture 
modest though it be~ and a t:t·v.e v:lsdom'"ol./ Bu\~ in ;:-eaEty, v·v~ ~re 
stiU. fa1· frt:;;m i1nple1nentit'lg thE> p!.·ovisions of foe 1Jeforr .. 1 wh~(..h., if 
they were strktly appHedn ~!0:.1.\d C·nly beneEt all T,ao 1. iti.zensv 

There l,s still another quesLon: d''es the fact that &n ethn~ .. ·· g;r(...l.1p 
continGes to speak its own. language 0 pc.sses$eS i.ts cwn wri.ti.ng, a.nd 
develops its t.•w.n celh'..l"e consHtut.e .;::, :,·eal memice to !:l-c La::' lm!.ty? 
If this hypothesis holds 0 lt would be logical ~:"a:· Switzer and <:'..ad some 
Asian cotmtriesi> and the worid shunld h.:i..ve pE:ri.shed long time ag:.), 
HoweuerD the streD.gth of these poiy e: bn; c st~.i;e s, ·.-.rhkh a?e . f 
universal !'enr..1wn today0 is th" sense c.f '• '-'rin·.m<)n 0.est<ny" a 3et!se 

that will nt"t be ac:Ql.'!~:t:ed 'Nith~u(; ;r.11s.1~ .?t~ ~·. j1:n~w 1'1.t:id a,1.,.;q'i.:ate i:_,.:.lJ.t:·:al:ioi-10 
Na.Ho.uai l;.oity does not rn:H.:·<::i-;sz;.·,,y VK<::or'!. C:£b.1t< .. , cu tu;.·:,;,. ~·ehg:1-:.ius 

vr id~HiliagicaI horiloge.1.1eit~r, ·Th· F> un~.:<;) o pu:,~ely · ck·a .st e;; s s no 
where tn the world .. ) It is the prc;dl'd nf c•1r:(imon t'~ink~og wh. h 
makee dtizens r;,f a cc1..1:.1txy. '1;/ 1';.Ye,rex· t~e·i;- p.··,ch"l and <>thn c. ~ r, '5!::"l 

may hen they are th~ rn.cn of 3q1·r:i.\ r~ghta . ...,r,::.... u~ ano. '.""espq:.s:bk• 
interdependent e>.nd sb·eugthener: bye>. pra~d f.'.h:r;.ti•: sent"men.t" ''t. 's 
not wf.thout raa.st;n that th~ Ne.• .1 .... at:.. Bak X.._tt n<:Yc;} ~·i-1d.,iw;:d the Hmr ng 
nationality wH·h thei.:o- c-wn wr•.t'.ng w·uch c..;ncU.•,ut ..,,, an effect•w arm 
for the scdalr economi.:·,, a.1'.l.J. p•dltic:i.l ·E>v~·Juthr ::if ·i::ti pC!.rl:y .. 

Tc. give all the p~;;,ple a su tah.ie and s ·~·-'cl. cr·1 
... c2t t•tl enab: 111.g 

them effectively to he>lp tl">emse-tvee tc;; as::ltH'<! th::- · .,1n d ~,,.e:c-Jpmenf; 
and k take in hano. thei? rwn. dest ny" ·E; ~he i;;ple rurpus<:: that •v:n 
jtist~fy the er£c rmou~ eifr;1't ot d ica.tl.tr• "•1 L:--' P • 
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A Jenuine policy i.::f devdq:HJ.l;:;.nt inlpHes the l'a srng oi !:he le~rel 
of lite1·acy. It is certainly r;~ssil)l'?: t.:J incraG}.Se production wlth 
modern agd cu1ttu:al tec~.tqt1.e s e:.nd by intl·o:l.L'.c;ug s-eed.s tha.t will 
p?oduc13 high yi~ld (fo~ e::!:Cl.rr.ple IR~ 5 and 1·q .. 3)0 and b;r the uee of 
fe1•tiliz~rs. Bui: the :::-.:.:eultG < cqnh·ed will not J~efle ct the irnpc!'ta.nce 
of the inp1..'t of efforts. F01· th.~ ..:veil vLng tedmique0 the:-::: wi.11 c .:;1ne ~­

time when it wil! be neceeB2 .. !"Y tu n.;:::'ndition.'1 the La~, fa1·n.1.:;1•s >1 

genera'..~ and the Hmong in pa.rt~.;11.1.;;..r. Mor~':ivcr, th"! p:rudPr..·e·r- him 
self wiH 11ot be eni-iched~ ne~the1· te1..-hn~cally nor inL~Eactu..--111}, We 
ca.nnot have devel,Jpn1e1-.t withot..'· .:;clucation v . .:hl.ch is ::r.e s .mrce of 
progress. 

It :,s t:herefore evident tlw .. t 0 basicaliy0 progress <s the r~sl11t of 
inan's actions. Cnnse(1uently0 above a11 we mL1 st aff"'ct the indi\ridua,l 
by givbg him the mearis of i.ncreasing 1-.i.s 5:.nowledge 9 his quaJ.ific~-·. 
tf.ona 0 his aptitudes 0 in orde:r tn :rea.Hze his pote.ntiai. 

Edncatton and de'\"eloprnent zi.re two ideas that are ., __ ::;.s~Ky c·:.nnected~ 
The dev·elopment of a cCJv..ntry is ;n:1p:-:1ssi'ble wi.tho;.1r an atlzqt<~.te system 
of edu.c:atfon that is capable of changing the a.ttitL1.d.es uf the p~op .. e and 
tnaking them receptive to nr-! .v id2aar. siut.:·~ they a::_·.e stUl p:.·i s:c,.n•:::r.s of 
their traditions and a.1•cie.nt cttstnmsv and c.i.i:'te.n l:oo '11 .. rapped up in them .. 
selves. The future of th·e Le.:-.. SM·iety .. and m:.re J?RI·ticnkl"ly· T-'n'lon.g -
its progi·ess in the essential C'.ornain.s '3U•.:h :>.s hea.H:l j tedw~l:::igy,, and 
economke will depend totally on tbe ~eg1·ee ~£ 't > cuitural clevelopn1e.nt~ 

Tradi.Hona1 educat:itlllv h"1.fl "d o,;.1 'H'c' dv.t"'"'LC ti·c.il1tn~., i.2 m::n·"" ;;i .. nd 
more question.able. I'r.01-... •·h's 1 ic r1 p~;n'cu th.;:; fa.i l..:~~c o+ n1ass i:t01·~cy­
and. the prcg1·eesi.ve retur'-" t~· i ~.'1-".!1"2-'..:) a.~'':! ra~he1" '~v~aling i?.Lrmng 
thos::: in.dividuc.ls whose f.•:.:-..i:1-e1•p ·,f iivin~; r.: ri.c1 .":0~1- 1·er2ain LU1<-~~.;~e:edv 
requiring ne~the~ ··eadi.n.f5 no- wi-:th1g. 1111.ll er.hicc..t~:.n t.r t:i:ansrn;.ssiuP 
of knc.wledger 1 e"l('Qk 1_ti.' •\.!. .. •• Ai':.ert r.-1.~·si:er, "frlfills a N•c-;~1..1 r;..eed. • 
Tht.tsi· the <n.tst retard~~~'.::: ·d?. 1

• "''l i;-t sees-; ~ i·ict>ari~st=J l•f \:1'lowiedge,,, 
<f techn\q 1:es, a1.1~ Of V, '..\)TR ''lC ? : v ! "~" [.,..8,';tln>.it~e,.. •)~" ('\, Sr h-,nl W; \:hl)Ut 
•;allsl 1 from daily conta.ct v,itl-.. zr.tu!~so f~nd if so,,·n"" of this:s 0 s~cieties 

have nc written la :lguage it dv~~ nr.~ r:1ean tlli\t t'1.<."y do n.c't have any 
meei.ns to trana1rut s,.>ch knn\,•: ~df""- Onder tl1Pe ~ ct.\•'1tlit ·~ .,_ i lite;·<.=>,cy 
Enr Sl1 ch sccieties ect.n be c::msid:'!red a plague ei:Y'r11a:h1f" ~.i·,,m a cul 
tural i·mpei·iaLsm whkh re(.allc the missi~n<' ;:y <tttitl1 d< o~ rhe le.st 
<'entry~ It is ne<e>~s< :;:y io state th~'.t a waste •,,f ·~c-S0t1 l·ci::-s ::r.d "Uf>l"BY 



) ,, . 

can :result ':~~or-. lit'.'3 ::i.. .'.}' 

for Laos wher;:;: thr. "• 'C 

icj "":.- .. , l ~ -.::~,• ... : ... !.;.l"i.( This:~ :?L1-e 

:i..~ l.- .:. "=-; ... l =1 ;!J.S '\!..: ... f .?,,c:..rJeir1!.\-:~ tT::i1e 
trtitb. is th;-: : ·~. · l'<" (' 

one of thr... a.i:p:.ct'-' of t <'~•').lc·'.1 ,c:.· ii,•inf, .~~<.1 ~· .. :c·,1 ~,_, :;s.·_·:;·:· ~"1t rle,•elop­

ment a.d:ivit'.~s. 

by a .ueT~' t!··pe 'Jf .~rl 1 .. (~1.tion: f'p·1cl.;a11'1. 0 li.~ .... ·; 2'l~~, ·~ hlr:,J., 1 '~Ur.nFf ;~s bach: 
abeolute.!.y on.:>.. c;;.i.r'.. lPLc l-1 .. =i..in:.1 ... ;c.r1d p;:~•v ' rJ. ,.:: ':·';: '1:::.ir>•1C".ls uHh +:ech~· 
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