
DETAILS OF THE PROGRAM FOR PRTIIIAHY GRAD.t_S 4- 6 

GENERAL IIBMARKS 

As in the first cycle of elementary school, all the instruction each 
month io related to a center of interest , This center of interest 
furnishes the theme of t he :reading and exercises i n La0 an l_ ir1 French, 
as well as the arithmetic exercises. To the degree poss i ble , lessons 
:In geography , science, agriculture , animal husbandry (or handicraft s), 
hygiene, and religion should also relato t o th e center of interPst . 

The programs have been set up in such a way that the subjects f or one 
year complement each other around a center of interest . For example, 
in grade 4, one of the centers of interes t is food. Therefore , in 
history, the histor y of f ood could be studied; 1n seien~e7 ,t~e fo~i for1 
animals; in hygiene, digestion and diet; in religion, the rules for 
moderation in f ood; in geography, the largest producers of rice, corn, 
meat, etc. Each :point of the program , in each subject , is thus 
related to something analogous in the other subjects. 

LAO LANGUAGE 

1. Brief descriptive talks, vocabulary , reading (as much as poss i ble) 
and written exercises will be related to t he center of int erest for 
the month . As pects of Lao culture will be emphas ized during Lao 
language study , but not exclusively . 

2 . The brief descriptive talks by the students should be related to 
the observation periot s , which will be concerned with Lao aspec tB 
of centers of interest , and to the activities of the class, such 
as gardening , community projects, hyg i ene , etc. They will be 
followed by brief discussions and be directed towar ds pract ical 
appl ication (improving existing conditions adopting certain 
things from abroad, preserving that which is good in Laos) . 

3. Dictations taken f rom the reading and al so spelling lists will be 
given, but never use words that t he students ~ve not already seen 
and understood . The official spelling set by "le comite Litteraire11 

will be used . 

4, Compositions should concern something concrete , e i ther on work done, 
or to do, or on a problem of school l ife . Letter writing should also 
be utilized. 

5. In grade 4 the students will begin to read selections from Lao 
literature and poetry . They should learn to recite some 0f the 
selections. By grade 6 , they should be encouraged to write some 
:poems. 
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MA THE:MA '11I GS 

P . 4 . Study decimal numbers in relat i0n to the study of measurPmPnts • 
weights , capa~ity; mult i plication ant d ivision by 10, 100 , 1 ,000 , 
Practice the four operations with decimal nuc1bers . 
Reviev1 t he mult i plication table; prnve by 9's. 
Review problems of surface . 
Measures 0f volume and capacity , rPlate to 10ca l mh1surP" · 
Teach rapid mental prnbl em solvint .• 
Problems about the centers of interest, the activitiesof the 
class, the gar~en, or animal husbandry . 

P . 5. Units of cost and we i ght; percent~ge and decimal fractions ; 
problems on interest rates . 
Simple frartions 
Comparison of frar.tions, reducing to common denominator . 
Adding and subtracting simple fracti0ns ; rnultiplicati0n and 
division of a fraction by a whole number. 
Problems using fractions; measuring time, speed . 

P. 6. General Review 

Practical problems : estimates, bills; customs, taxes , 
insurance, interest; a small business , investment, maint enance 
and operation costs, etc . 

Converting money (kip , baht, franc , dollar, pound ); probl ems 
of the cost of transportation. 

GEOGRAPHY 

P . 4. The different climates : zones of vegetation; fauna . 
Agriculture in the worl d; the important producers of c~rn, wheat 
rice, animals , wood (Emphasize France and, chiefly , Laos and 
neighboring countries) . 

P . 5. The mineral resources of the world; m111111g poss i bilities in 
Laos; the great industrial cent ers of t he world. 

The city; the great cities of the world . 

P . 6. Human geography: ra ces , religi0ns , languages . 
Commercial geography: Means of communication; natural obstaeles 
to commerce (the case of Laos); international commerce . 
Review: Laos and its neighbors; France ; the ~re.at powers: China, 
Japan , India, USSR, USA , Great Britain; former colonies which 
have become independent since 1945• 
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HISTORY 

p . 4 . 

p. 6 . 

History of civilization: development of acr i rul ture , d0Gte st ic 
animals , shelte r . 
At the smne time , world history , unt i l t he 16t n cen t ur:y: h i stt"lry 
of the earth, the evolution of animal s - - the appearan ce nf man , 
the lcmg infancy 0f humani t;y , t hf- i i r s t agri0 ultur a l r.iviliza tinns 
(Bxamples : Uhina and India); t he develo pt:iPnt 0f q Jir.ul tur<"' in 
Europe to the end 0f the Middl e Age s; Laos fr0m r ,,_h i::;tor y to 
the 16th century (Emphas iz e the durc:. tinn 01 t he d iff t-rf' nt pPrioa B) 

Hi story of c iviliza tion: the devt" l0pmPnt 0f ffi,~. rb in es : "1 i • ! rl l P 
mach ines (lever , inclined pl ane , whe~ l , 'NF<lgF ); use nf natural 
f orces (water wheel , wind mill); discovery of steam , and its 
appl ica tion ; the di scoveries of the past 100 years: the combustion 
engine and i ts uses , elertricity and its uses , atomic energy . 
At the same time , world history from the 16th century to 1939: 
the rise of ~uro pe and of scienc e and technica l knowl edge; 
Europe and the discovery of the world; Buropean colonization, 
particularly in Asia , Inda- China , and Laos . 

Hi story of civilizati0n: t he pr("lgress of human socie t y 
(slavery and it s suppressi0n; social l aws and work condit ions, 
the sta tus of women); the advent of democracy; t he fight against 
racism; compulsor~ educa tion; UNBSUu; the cnntribution of 
Buddhism to civilization . 
At t he same t i me : World war II, nat ionalism, the UN , independence 
for Laos, the r ole of an independent and Buddhist Laos in the world. 

SCIENCE 

P. 4. Zoology and an i mal husbandr y . 
a) the digest ive syst em of animal s , non-ruminants, 

poultry--practices as a consequence . 
different types of weaning 

ruminants , 

• ) 
c) The manner of gr a zing cf buffa lo, horses , 

practices as a consequence (rota ti0n). 
sheep , and goats-. 

d) preparation of feed , 

Botany and Agri culture 
a) r eview the organs of plants , ro0 ts (repr oduct i0n by roots) , 

means of absorbing mnisture , the Qnllar of the :rf'.lnt 
( i mportance f0 r pl ant ing); t he stem (cuttine s); l eaves 
(recognizing common pl ant s by the ir leave ~ ); flowers ant 
frui t (how to obtain good fruit and seeds ) . 

Concepts of meteorology; themome t er , barome ter, r a in ga uge . 
Concepts about erosion . 
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P, 5. Plants fro m whi0h we ge t textiles , dyPs , and mPd i0 inPs . 
Wool produring an imals . 
Preservin~ fruits, vegetables , meats . 
Geology: conoepts about the f orrna t ion nf the earth c.na the 
l and; princ i pal minera l s and r0cks; cnl l e rtic>ns . 
Physic s : communicat ing ves se ls ; t he threE stut es of ma tter 
(example: icP , water , vapor); magne ts , c0rnpus s, el ec t ri0ity . 

P. 6 . Agriculture : the r epr0cluction 0f VP(:'.F t a t inn , the fl owF'l's , 
s eeds , selection , conserva tion, ge r rn ina ti0n . 
Animal husbandry: eestation , WPaning; brt,eds , Sf' l el"'tinn . 
Packing , transporting , a nd mar keting the products nf agricul ture 
and domestic animals . 

The bal ance , we i ghing (in relation to the math program) , 
mi xing in fixed proportions. 

HYG IB'NE THEORY 

P . 4. Di gestion (role of the teeth , saliva , t he s tomach, t he liver , 
the intestines ); digestive troub l es . 

Nourishment necessary f or health ; a balanced diet; harmful 
foods : a lcohol, excess f ats , poisons , dange rous medicines; 
spoiled food; badl y cooked , badly washed , and badly preserved 
food; parasites and mic r obes . 

Personal hygiene f or the student ; eating wholesome foods 
slowly, at regular hours , and without excess ; exe rcise and 
res t; sleep; the ca re of t he body and of clothing ; the ca r e 
of the eyes; gl asses; the correct p0sit i on . 

P. 5. Wounds; hemorrhages; cleaning of wounds , bandaging ; infection 
of wounds; tetanug, gangrene; poisonous snakes ; pr eventing 
accidents . 

Microbes; the microscope; antisept ics, disinfectant s , anti-biotics. 

P. '· Infectious di seases (genera l r eview) 
Contagion by thP d i gestivP system (typh0id , dysentery , cholera) 

Contagion by t he r espira tory system ("rhume , grippe , brC'mchite , 
tubercul0se" ) 

Contagion by the circul a to ry system~rab ies , t itanus, mal ari a 

Cnntagion by l i ce (typhus) 

Other: lepr0sy , small p0x . 
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Preventing the spread of disease (review) 

,- • A tired person ismrire Pas ily a victim of c0ntag ious diseas P 
than a str0n6 p<"rs0n; need f ri r a ba l c..nr. eei , na t 11.n .l l life; mEn ~al 

hea lth; fr i endsh i p with classma t es , the tea r.her , a,ncl neighbor"; 
the lnvp nf natur e; hygiene and Buddhist ethics . 

RBLIGION (Translat ion Omi1ted) 

GARDEf.: rnG 7 ANIMAL HUSBANDRY, HAND !_qRAF''l.'~ 

(See spec i a l in"tructinns) 

Science clas liOes will be utilized for the theory of agriculture ant 
animal husbandry. 


